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of applying for a grant to the Federal Government for a school
voucher system, on a pilot and trial basis, as has been rhaugura—
ted by several school systems, as per the photostat of the New

York Times article attached hereto and made a part hereof.
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" YOUGHER BID DIES
N VB ROCHELLE

'+ School District Ends Talks
- ”‘Wi\tth,-S-'von Project .

sl Bv JAMES FERON

B Sp( cial to The New York Times
'NEW ROCHELLE, Oct. 20—
The ‘New. Rochelle school dis-
“trict . revealed yesterday that
At had ‘terminated diseussion
" .with,. Federal officials .over . a
o plan’to introduce the contro-
- versxal ‘“school voucher” , sys-
te'n ']
Under that “system, pazents
would be permitted to the pub-:
hc funds to, send children to
“.schools of the parents’ choice.
1t is .currently in use only in|
~the Alum Rock dxstrxct of Saml
:Jose, Calif.: ]
New. Rochelle educators be-|
" gan- Studying the. possibility of}

expenmentlng with the system .

. three years ago, and last Feb-:
. ruary the district embarked on
- a fortal feasibility study, sup:
orted by a $40,000 grant from'
.. the, Office of Economlc Oppor-
tumty
‘Richard Olcott assistant 1o
the superintendent,. said how-
" ever, that “differences in phi-
* losophy” had led to-conflicts
-between the school and the
. financing agency,  resulting in
: abandon'nent of the study last
“week. .

: ‘Operat'oually Orxented’ '

."One: of the hasy problems,
""hé indicated; was that the of-
~ficials in Washmgton saw New
“Rochelle, ag the source of re-
search material for a national
"program,- while the school’s
,ob]ectxves were local in scope
and “operationally oriented.”
“Federal . officals wanted a
~rinimum df 4,000 students in
" the experiment, he said, “bul
- we felt that was too much, al:
“most ' .the whole’ of our ele-
-mentary -pepulation—we want-
“ed-.to. start with a sma]ler
sample o
- Although, he did not say S0,
mtroduung the new system to
‘thé -entire school district at
once ' might have created - in-
- surmountable- opposition in a
community where misgivings
- have been ev1dent from the
-start. .
,The voucher
drawn’ heavy -
‘those . in  favor

‘l

support
of - making

- schools, compete for pupils and
funhds, and has attracted fierce
. opposition frem others who see

“it ‘as promoting racial and ‘eco-
: nomlc segregation.

:It has ‘also been attacked as
" a backdoor ‘means- of support-
and private
Mr. Olcott said that
the New Rochelle experiment
. would have been limited only

ing - parochial -
schools.

’j to the district’s public schools.

systein ha.s
from

1

_ sought greater

L tive.

\

_ having access to: each school,

“study. political as well as. oper-

- Needs Mobility to Work

" He. acknowledged, though,
- that-‘one -of the reasons for
: abondonmg the experiment was
.. “we felt it was not possibie
. ;ta"protect against the segrega-
.tion -of -students along racial
and socio-economic hnes New
‘Rochelle’s school population is

- 20 per cent black.

: Jntradlstrlc_t
. said,

“The voucher system needs ’

mobility to work,” he  said,

“but. not  at ‘the. nsk of such|"

segregation,” The Féderal Gov-
ernment; on the other ‘hand,

was anxious tosée how a'city}.

. of mixed population responded
to such a possxbilit'y’, Mr. O
I -cott said. .

He said the - txmetable Ye-
quired by the National Institute
of - Education, - whi¢h' became
_the financing - agency durmg
the course of the eéxpériment,
gs too short, consxdeung the

le ‘of change -represented by
the vouchers. The plan ‘would

. »i.‘}

have had to beintroduced by
September, 1974, he.said. 7
Federal authormes
mobility’- than’
the school district . was pre-
pared to give.. “Unnecessary
movement,” he
“would -have" inade the
mtal plan pohtxcally unattrac,

A scheme of comprehens;ve

also )

*"enrolliient, -with each .- child

would have been- self-defeat-
ing, he .indicated. “What ‘hap-!
pens if a school ‘is-filled? No-
“body is guaranteed -access to
any school in- that case,” he

" commented.

Larger Grant Sought ?f i

‘New Rochelle” also ob]ected,‘
. 1o the amount of ‘compensatory

: vouchers — .extra .. grants for.

children, with learning difficul:
ties—ag being too low. It also
“objected to .the nécessity of es-
labhshmg a voucher advisory’
committee. Such ‘& ’committee,!
he said, would. expand from a
watchdog role to *hat of rival
to the school board,

He - added -that the school
district, which hired consuit-
ants:to conduct the study, had
sought. a. grant’ of $140,000 to

ational feasibility, .. but -the]
smaller * amount - it , received
:nade it impossible to do both.
The. expenmcnt at. Alumf
‘Rock, which is an economically
hard- pressed district, has.'seen
a’ drop-in unexcused absences
andx vandahsm as well as im-
proved student morale,: accord-r
ing to one of the school prin-
cipals. The plan is being ex-
tpnded fmm six-to: 13" of the
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