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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

CHAPTER 1985-79

. 

No. 524 AN ORDINANCE PROPOSING AMENDMENTS TO

• THE PROVIDENCE HOME RULE CHARTER OF 19805 AS AMENDED.

Approved September 19, 1985

Be it ordained by the City of Providence:

That the following amendments to the Providence Home Rule

Charter of 1980 be submitted to the voters of Providence for

their approval, pursuant to 'the 28th Amendment to the

Constitution of Rhode Island, and Section 1301 of the Charter:

SECTION 1. Section 103 entitled General Corporate Powers is

deleted and the following new Section 103 shall be substituted in

its place:

103. General corporate powers.

The City shall have the powers conferred upon it by the

laws of the State of Rhode Island. In addition, the city

shall have the power to adopt laws and regulations necessary

or appropriate to preserve and promote the public health,

safety, morals, and general welfare within the city and

among its residents and, including within the power hereby

i„ granted and without limiting its generality, to borrow,

loan, or expend funds, and to make grants, for the purpose

of encouraging and assisting the purchase of residences

within the city by persons of low or moderate income and the

4
maintenance and improvement of residences within the city

which are occupied by persons of low or moderate income.
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SECTION 2. Subsection (a) of Section 401 entitled

Legislative Powers is hereby amended to read as follows:

401. Legislative powers.

The legislative powers of the city shall be vested in a

city council, which shall have and exercise all powers

vested in it by this Charter and by the laws of the state.

The Powers and duties of the city council shall include,

without limitation, the following:

(a) To enact such ordinances as the city council may

consider necessary to insure the welfare and geed order

of the eitp and to provide penalties for the violation

theteoE7 or appropriate to preserve and promote the

public health, safety, morals, and general welfare

within the city and among its residents and to

prescribe penalties for the violation thereof, and

including within the foregoing and without limiting its

generality, to enact such ordinances as the citv

council may consider necessary or desirable to

authorize the borrowing, loaning, or expending of

funds, and the making of grants, for the purpose of

encouraging and assisting the purchase of residences

within the city by persons of low or moderate income

and the maintenance and improvement of residences

within the city which are occupied by persons of low or

moderate income.
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SECTION 3. Section 302 entitled Powers and Duties of the

Mayor shall be amended by adding the following subsection:

302. Powers and duties of the Mayor.

(a) * * * *

(b)

I

(c) To appoint a director of administration who shall be a

member of his staff and who shall serve at his

pleasure. It shall be the duty of the director of

administration to supervise and coordinate the

functions of all city departments.

Section (c) shall be re-labeled Section (d).

Section (d) shall be re-labeled Section (e).

Section (e) shall be re-labeled Section (f).

Section (f) shall be re-labeled Section (g).

Section (g) shall be re-labeled Section (h).

Section (h) shall be re-labeled Section (i).

.Section (i) shall be re-labeled Section (j).
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SECTION 4. Article III entitled "Mayor" is hereby amended

by adding the following section:

302.1. Appointment of Designee

Notwithstanding any other article or provision of the

Providence Home Rule Charter of 1980, the Mayor of

Providence is hereby authorized to appoint a member of the

Mayor's staff to represent him/her on any commission, board,

or agency which by law requires membership and/or attendance

of the Mayor. Such designee of the Mayor shall serve at the

pleasure of the Mayor. The appointment and/or removal of

the designee shall become effective upon written

notification by the Mayor to the Clerk of the City of

Providence and to the President of the City Council.
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SECTION 5. Section 807 entitled Borrowing shall be deleted,

and the following new Section 807 shall be substituted in its

place:

807. Borrowing.

807.1. General Provisions.

(a) Introduction.

In addition to such other borrowing authority as it may

have under the laws of the State of Rhode Island, the

city shall have the authority to borrow in anticipation

of the receipt of property taxes, to borrow in

anticipation of the receipt of revenues other than

property taxes, to borrow for the purpose of providing

funds to meet emergencies, and to borrow for the

purpose of making capital and other expenditures in the

exercise of the powers conferred upon the city, all in

the manner and to the extent provided for in this

Section 807.

(b) Obligations of the City•

The power and obligation of the city to pay its general

obligation bonds and notes issued pursuant to law shall

be unlimited, and the city shall levy ad valorem taxes

upon all taxable property within the city for the

payment of such bonds or notes and interest thereon,

without limitation of rate or amount, except as

provided by or pursuant to law. The faith and credit

of the city shall be pledged for the payment of the
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principal and interest on all general obligation bonds

and notes of the city issued pursuant to law whether or

not such pledge be stated in the bonds or notes, or in

the proceedings authorizing their issue. The city

shall annually appropriate a sum sufficient to pay the

principal and interest coming due within the year on

all its general obligation bonds and notes to the

extent that moneys therefor are not otherwise provided.

If such sum is not appropriated, it shall nevertheless

be added to the annual tax levy.

(c) Method of sale of bonds or notes.

All bonds or notes issued by the city may be sold at

public sale, upon sealed proposals, no earlier than the

fifth (5th) day after the day upon which a notice of

sale has been published as hereinafter provided or,

upon the recommendation of the director of finance and

the approval of the city council, either by resolution

or ordinance, at private sale. Notice of public sale

shall be published in a publication distributed in the

State of Rhode Island carrying municipal bond notices

and devoted primarily to financial news or to the

subject of state and municipal bonds and in a newspaper

having a general circulation in the City of Providence.

Offers or proposals for the purchase of bonds shall be

accepted or rejected by the city treasurer with the

approval of the committee on finance of the city

council.
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807.2. Notes.

(a) Tax anticipation notes.

In any fiscal year, in anticipation of the collection

of property tax for such year, the city council may, by

resolution, authorize the borrowing of money by the

issuance of negotiable notes of the city, each of which

shall be designated "tax anticipation note for the year

ending June 30" of that fiscal year and shall be made

payable not later than one (1) year from its date, but

may be renewed or paid by the issue of new notes

bearing such notation and payable not later than one

(1) year from the date of the original notes so renewed

or paid. Whenever the city shall issue any notes for

borrowings in anticipation of taxes, the total amount

of said borrowings shall not in any fiscal year exceed

eighty ~(80) percent of the receipts anticipated from

the property tax levy of that year, as estimated in the

appropriation ordinance (or, if no appropriation

ordinance has been enacted by the city council, the

receipts anticipated from the property tax levy of the

next prior year, as estimated in the appropriation

ordinance for that year), other than for water bills

and other earnings of the water supply board, remaining

uncollected at the time said notes were issued.

(b) special revenue notes.

In any fiscal year, in anticipation of the collection

or receipt of revenues other than the property tax of

that fiscal year, the city council may, by resolution,

authorize the borrowing of money by the issuance of
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negotiable notes of the city, each of which shall be

designated "special revenue note for the year ending

June 30" of that fiscal year. Such notes may be

renewed, but all such notes, together with the

renewals, shall mature and be paid not later than the

end of the fiscal year immediately following the fiscal

year in which the original notes shall have been

issued.

(c) Emergency notes.

Such authorization shall be made pursuant to Section

413 of this Charter. Emergency notes shall also

require the approval of the mayor.

(d) Demand notes prohibited; notes to be sold at not less

than par.

No notes shall be made payable on demand, but any note

may be made subject to redemption prior to maturity on

such notice and at such time as may be stated in the

note.

807.3. Bonds.

(a) Bond Ordinances.

Except with respect to the issuance of emergency bonds,

the city shall authorize the issuance of bonds by a

bond ordinance passed by the affirmative votes of at

least eight (8) members of the city council as provided

by this Charter and the Constitution and laws of the

State of Rhode Island. A bond ordinance shall contain

in substance at least the following provisions:
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(1) An appropriation of a sum of money for a purpose

or purposes, described in brief and general terms

sufficient for reasonable identification;

(2) An authorization of the incurring of indebtedness

by the issuance of bonds in a stated amount,

pursuant to this Charter;

(3) A statement of the estimated maximum cost of the

purpose or purposes for which the bonds are being

authorized, including any sums theretofore or

thereby appropriated;

(4) A determination, where appropriate, of the period

of usefulness of any property being acquired,

constructed, or improved with the proceeds of the

bonds being authorized;

(5) A determination of the net indebtedness of the

city (calculated as provided in Subsection (f)(1)

through (5) of this Section 807.3); and

(6) A determination that the bonds thereby authorized

will be within all debt limitations prescribed by

the Constitution and laws of the State of Rhode

Island.

The title of the bond ordinance shall state the amount

appropriated for the purpose or purposes described

therein and the amount of the bonds authorized to

finance the appropriation.

(b) Emergency bonds.

Bonds may be issued pursuant to Section 413 of this

Charter for the purpose of providing funds to meet a

public emergency, and the expenditure of such funds
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shall not be restricted to capital expenditures.

Emergency bond ordinances shall be enacted in the

manner provided in Section 413 and shall not be subject

to the requirements of Section 807.3(d).

(c) Special bonds.

In anticipation of the collection or receipt of grants

of federal or state aid or of the repayment of funds

granted by the federal or state government and loaned

by the city to any person, firm, or corporation (as

permitted by the terms of the grants), the city council

may, by bond ordinance, authorize the borrowing of

money by the issuance of negotiable bonds pledging the

faith and credit of the city. The total amount of the

bonds issued shall not exceed eighty (80) percent of

the receipts anticipated from the federal or state

grants or the repayment of granted funds; and the term

of the bonds shall not extend beyond the time at which

or during which the federal or state grants or the

repayment of granted funds are to be collected or

received. As additional security for the payment of

the principal and interest on the bonds, or for the

performance of any agreements made in connection

therewith, the bond ordinance may provide for a pledge

or the grant of a security interest in any and all

grants, repayments, instruments evidencing the same, or

mortgages or security interests securing the payment of

the same. Bond ordinances authorizing the issuance of

bonds hereunder shall not be subject to the

requirements of Section 807.3(d).
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(d) Referendum.

Except as otherwise provided herein or by the laws of

the State of Rhode Island, each bond ordinance

authorizing the issuance of general obligation bonds

shall be submitted to a vote of the electors of the

city in accordance with the General Laws at an

election, and no general obligation bonds shall be

issued pledging the faith and credit of the city unless

approved at such election.

(e) Bond anticipation notes.

In anticipation of the issuance of bonds approved

pursuant to this article, the council may, by

resolution, authorize the issuance of negotiable notes.

Each note shall be designated "bond anticipation note"

and may be renewed, providing, however, that any notes

issued after the completion of a project or projects

for which an issuance of bonds was approved, shall be

paid in the same manner as provided for the payment of

the bond issue in anticipation to which the notes were

originally issued.

(f) Debt service.

In connection with any,bond ordinance, and prior to the

date of introduction thereof, the finance director

shall prepare and file for public inspection in the

office of the city clerk a statement determining the

net indebtedness of the city as follows:

(1) The aggregate principal amount of all outstanding

bonds and notes of the city;
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(2) The aggregate principal amount of all bonds and

notes of the city which are excluded from any debt

limitations prescribed by the Constitution and

laws of the State of Rhode Island;

(3) The net indebtedness of the city which is the

amount, if any, by which the amount described in

clause (1) above exceeds the amount described in

clause (2) above;

(4) The amount, if any, by which the net indebtedness

of the city will be increased by the issuance of

the bonds proposed to be authorized by such bond

ordinance; and

(5) The aggregate principal amount of all bonds and

notes of the city which, after the issuance of the

bonds proposed to be authorized by such bond

ordinance, may be issued pursuant to any debt

limitations prescribed by the Constitution and the

laws of the State of Rhode Island.

(g) Payment of bonds.

All bonds issued by the city shall be paid as provided

for herein. The first principal installment shall be

paid not more than three (3) years after the date of

which said bonds were issued. The last principal

installment of each authorized issue of bonds shall be

paid not later than the expiration of any applicable

• period of usefulness as determined in the bond

ordinance authorizing the issuance of the bonds, but in

no event for a period exceeding thirty (30) years.

Subject to the foregoing, the principal installments
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payable on bonds shall be payable at such times and in

such amounts as shall be provided in the bond ordinance

adopted by the City Council or in the absence of such

provision in the bond ordinance as may be determined by

the City Treasurer with the approval of the committee

on finance of the City Council.

(h) Period of usefulness.

Where appropriate, the period of usefulness of a

project or projects financed by an authorized issuance

of bonds shall be as determined by the city council and

stated in the bond ordinance. The determination of the

city council, in the bond ordinance, as to the period

of usefulness, shall be conclusive in any action or

proceeding involving the validity of the bonds. In no

case, however, is the period of usefulness to exceed

thirty (30) years.

(i) Validity of bond ordinances.

After final passage of a bond ordinance, the same shall

be published as provided by this Charter. When twenty

(20) days shall have elapsed after publication of a

bond ordinance:

(1) Any recitals or statements of fact contained in

such bond ordinance, or in the preambles or

recitals thereof, shall be deemed to be true for

the purpose of determining the validity of the

bonds thereby authorized, and the city and all

others interested shall forever thereafter be

stopped from denying the same;
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(2) Such bond ordinance shall be conclusively presumed

to have been duly and regularly passed by the city

and to comply with the provisions of this Charter

and of all laws; and

(3) The validity of such bond ordinance shall not

thereafter be questioned by either a party

plaintiff or a party defendant, except in a suit,

action, or proceeding commenced prior to the

expiration of such twenty (20) days.

(j) Remaining balances from sale of bonds.

Any balance remaining from the sale of bonds issued by

the city, after the project or projects as described in

the bond ordinance authorizing the issuance of such

bonds shall have been completed and full payment shall

_- have been made thereon, shall be held separate from all

other funds of the city, and shall be used toward the

Payment of any of the bonds so issued.

Such amounts shall not be included in any budget

receipts as revenue except in the fiscal year in which

payment of said bonds is made and to the extent to

which the funds are used for payment of said bonds in

such fiscal year. Such funds may be held in approved

depositories or may be invested in obligations of the

United States or in bonds of the city. Any income

received from such investments shall be added to such

funds held for final payment of said issue of bonds in

the same manner as prescribed for the amounts

originally remaining from such bond issues. No portion

of any such funds shall be invested in tax anticipation
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notes, bond anticipation notes, or special revenue or

emergency notes of the city.

(k) Time limit on bond issuance.

Bonds shall be issued within seven (7) years following

certification of their approval by the voters of

Providence, unless the city council, by ordinance,

grants an extension to the city treasurer which is not

to exceed three (3) years. Prior to the expiration of

the time periods set forth herein, the city council,

upon the recommendation of the mayor, may rescind the

authority to issue bonds previously granted.
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SECTION 6. Section 810 entitled Transfer of Appropriations

is hereby amended to read as follows:

810. Transfer of appropriations.

The Mayor may authorize a transfer of a portion of any

unencumbered item of appropriation as certified by the

Finance Director to another item of appropriation either

within a single department, office, or agency of the City or

between two (2) or more such departments, offices, or

agencies, except appropriations for payments to the sinking

fund, city debt, or retirement fund, provided that no

transfer small emeeed five thousand dollars i$57998:99} in

the aggregate the total amount transferred either within a

single department, office, or agency, or to or from each

department, office, or agency shall not exceed fifteen

thousand ($15,000.00) dollars within one fiscal year, and

provided further that the Mayor shall notify the City

Council of the transfer. If the amount to be transferred

exceeds fifteen thousand ($15,000.00) dollars, it shall be

the duty of the Mayor to submit the proposal in writing in

the form of an ordinance to the City Council for approval or

rejection before such transfer is accomplished; provided,

however, that the City Council may alter the ceiling of five

thousand {$57999:99} dollars fifteen thousand ($15,000.00)

dollars by a two-thirds vote of its entire membership

following a publie bearing- If the transfer is approved by

resolution or ordinance is approved by the City Council, the

Finance Director shall cause the amounts of the

appropriations affected to be transferred accordingly.
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SECTION 7. The first sentence of Subsection (a)(1) of

Section 908 entitled Retirement Board is hereby amended to read

as follows:

908. Retirement Board.

(a) Election and term.

(1) There shall be an employee retirement board

consisting of the mayor, the chairperson of the

city council committee on budgetary matters, and

the city controller, the director of finance, and

the director of administration, ex officio; two

(2) members who shall not be officers or employees

of the city who shall be elected by the city

council; and representatives of the present and

retired employees of the city.
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SECTION 8. The Department of Communications is hereby

renamed the Department of Telecommunications. Wherever the words

"Department of Communications" appear in this Charter, the words

"Department of Telecommunications" shall be substituted therefor.

0V:



SECTION 9. Section 1006, previously entitled Department of

Public Property, is hereby amended to read as follows:

1006. Department of Publie Property General Services.

There shall be a department of Publie Property General

Services, the head of which shall be the Director of Peblie

Property General Services, who shall be a person holding at

least a bachelor's degree from an accredited college or

university, and who shall have a minimum of five years of

experience in the supervision of a eentralised system for

prtreh&5e7 drstribrttrertT and inVentery and SUPpliesT er

supervistea of building and equipment maintenance, or

equivalent training or experience. The Department of Publie

Property General Services shall have jurisdiction over all

land owned by the City which does not come under the

jurisdiction of the Department of Public Parks as set forth

in Section 1003 and over all buildings and other structures

owned by or under the control of the City, and shall be

responsible for the maintenance, planning, design,

construction, alterations, and repairs to all such City

property under its jurisdiction. In the event of a

disagreement over whether a particular piece of City land,

or a particular building or other structure falls under the

jurisdiction of the Department of Publie Property General

Services, or of another department or agency of City

Government, such disagreement shall be resolved by the

Mayor. The Bepartment of Peblte Property shall also be

responsible; subjeet to the provisions set forth hereinafter

relating to the Board Of Gentraet and SuppipT for all
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purehasing and proearement of materials; supplies;

eentraetuai serviees; equipment; and all ether neeessary

eategeries of proeurement for the eityr

(a) Powers and duties of the Director.

The Powers and duties of the Director of the Department

of Publie Property General Services shall include,

without limitation, the following:

(1) To make such rules and regulations as may be

necessary to carry out the responsibilities

imposed upon the department; provided; however;

that all rules and regulations relating to the

eenduet of the purehasing €unetien ineluding the

manner e€ purehase; delivery; storage; and

distribution of materials and supplies; the manner

of making and submitting requisitions and

estimates; the inspeetien and testing of

materials; supplies; and equipment= reports as to

steep and transfers theree€; and the manner of

approval of payment therefor; shall be laid before

the eity eeuneil whieh shall have thirty {38} days

to disapprove the same in whale or in part before

they take effeet:

(2) To sell all supplies, materials, and equipment not

needed for public use, or that may have become

unsuitable for use, but only after authorization

by the board of eentraet and supply purchasing;

(3) To transfer from one department or agency of City

Government to another any materials, supplies or

equipment that any such agency shall have declared

surplus;
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(4) To control all central storerooms now or hereafter

operated by the City or any department or agency

thereof;

{$} To establish and enferee standard speet€reabrens;

sebgeet to the approval of the beard of eentraet

and supply and relevant department heads; for all

supplies; materials; and equipment purehased for

use by any department or ageney of eity

government-

() To supervise and control the municipal garage and

its operation;

{~}() To supervise and control the use and operation of

all printing and duplicating equipment;

{$} (77) To make and keep current an inventory of all

moveable equipment on or property belonging to the

City;

To supervise the maintenance, management, and

operation of a centralized fleet of vehicular and

mobilized equipment belonging to the City;

(9) To be responsible for all other functions and

duties which are or shall be hereafter assigned to

the Department of Publre Property General

Services.

(b) Revolving Fund.

There shall be a revolving fund into which payment

shall be made by departments and agencies of the city

PA 



in reimbursement for the cost of such maintenance and

repair services as are performed by the department of

gablte property general services on property,

buildings, or facilities under the jurisdiction of such

department or agencies. The city council may specify

the terms, conditions, and accounting procedures for

the operation of such revolving fund.

DELETE 1006 (c)

DELETE 1006 (d)

DELETE 1006 (e)

22



• SECTION 10. Section 1007 entitled Board of Contract and

Supply is hereby deleted in its entirety and the following

Sections 1007 entitled Department of Purchasing and 1007.1 Board

of Purchasing are hereby substituted in its place:

1007. Department of Purchasing.

There shall be a Department of Purchasing, the head of

which shall be the Director of Purchasing, who shall be a

person holding at least a bachelor's degree from an

accredited college or university, and who shall have a

minimum of five (5) years of experience in the supervision

of a centralized purchasing system. The Department of

Purchasing shall be responsible, subject to the provisions

set forth hereinafter relating to the Board of Purchasing,

for all purchasing and procurement of materials, supplies,

contractual services, equipment, and all necessary

categories of procurement for the City. The Director of

Purchasing shall be appointed by the Mayor with the approval

of the City Council.

(a) Powers and duties of the Director.

The powers and duties of the Director of Purchasing

shall include, without limitation, the following:

(1) To make such rules and regulations as may be

necessary to carry out the responsibilities

imposed upon the department; provided, however,

that all rules and regulations relating to the

conduct of the purchasing function, including the

manner of purchase, delivery, storage, and
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distribution of materials and supplies, the manner

of making and submitting requisitions and

estimates, and inspection and testing of

materials, supplies, and equipment, reports as to

stocks and transfers thereof, and the manner of

approval of payment thereof, shall be laid before

the City Council which shall have thirty (30) days

to disapprove the same in whole or part before

they take effect;

(2) To establish and enforce standard specifications,

subject to the approval of the Board of Purchasing

and relevant department heads, for all supplies,

materials, and equipment purchased for use by any

department or agency of City Government;

(3) To maintain a complete chronological record of all

purchases and contracts made or attempted to be

made, including the name of each bidder, the

amount of each bid, an indication of the

successful bidder, the originals of all sealed

bids, and, where competitive bidding was dispensed

dispensed with, the name of the vendor or

contractor, the price paid, and the written

approval of the Board of Purchasing where

required.

(b) Purchases of less than two thousand dollars.

All contracts for purchase of materials, supplies,

services, equipment, and property on behalf of the

City, the price or consideration of which shall exceed

five hundred ($500.00) dollars, but amount to less than

24



two thousand ($2,000.00) dollars, shall be made by the

Director of Purchasing, in accordance with the

requirements set forth in - Section 1007(4). All

purchases made on behalf of the City, the price or

consideration of which shall be five hundred ($500.00)

dollars or less, shall be made by the department or

agency requiring the materials, supplies, services,

equipment, or property involved, in accordance with

rules and regulations established by the Director of

Purchasing.

(c) Purchases of two thousand dollars or more.

All contracts for purchase of materials, supplies,

services, equipment, or property on behalf of the City,

the price of consideration of which shall be two

thousand ($2,000.00) dollars or more, shall be made by

the Board of Purchasing in accordance with the

requirements set forth in Section 1007(d). The City

Council may increase the figure of two thousand

($2,000.00) dollars by a two-thirds vote following a

public hearing, but no more often than once every five

(5) years.

(d) Purchases susceptible to competitive bidding.

All contracts for purchase of materials, supplies,

services, equipment, or property on behalf of the City,

the price or consideration of which exceeds two

thousand ($2,000.00) dollars, shall be made on the

basis of sealed bids solicited through public

advertisement in a newspaper of general circulation in

Providence, such bids to be submitted, opened, and
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• considered in accordance with rules and regulations

approved by the Board of Purchasing. Any such contract

shall be awarded to the lowest responsible bidder. All

contracts for purchase of materials, supplies,

services, equipment, or property on behalf of the City,

the price or consideration of which exceed five hundred

($500.00) dollars, but amounts to two thousand

($2,000.00) dollars or less, shall be made by the

Director of Purchasing on the basis of three (3) or

more informal competitive bids, which may be solicited

without advertising, but which must be submitted in

writing. Any such contract shall be awarded to the

lowest responsible bidder. All contracts for purchase

of materials, supplies, services, equipment, or

• property on behalf of the City, the price or

• consideration of which is five hundred ($500.00)

dollars or less, shall be made by the department or

agency requiring the materials, supplies, services,

equipment, or property involved, in accordance with

rules and regulations established by the Director of

Purchasing. No purchase request which is essentially a

unit shall be divided for the purpose of evading the

requirement of solicitation of competitive bidding.

(e) Purchases not susceptible to competitive bidding.

All contracts for purchase of materials, supplies,

services, equipment, or property on behalf of the City,

the price or consideration of which exceeds five

hundred ($500.00) dollars, which are not susceptible to

formal or informal competitive bidding, shall be made
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in accordance with rules and regulations established by

the Director of Purchasing in accordance with the

requirements set forth in Section 1007(a) (1). Such

purchases shall include, without limitation, purchases

of materials, supplies, services, equipment or property

manufactured or sold by one vendor, and purchases of

personal or professional services in which the

experience or competence of the individual,

partnership, corporation, or association to perform the

services is of paramount importance. The Board of

Purchasing, by a majority vote of its entire

membership, shall resolve any dispute with respect to

whether a purchase is susceptible to competitive

bidding.

(f) Emergency purchases.

The requirements for competitive bidding set forth in

Section 1007(d) may be dispensed with to allow

emergency purchases upon the recommendation of the

Director of Purchasing with the approval of a majority

of the entire membership of the Board of Purchasing.

Emergency shall be defined for the purposes of this

subsection as an unforeseen situation, requiring

immediate attention in order to safeguard the welfare

~. of the people of the City, and one which renders the

process of competitive bidding impractical or

impossible.

(g) When contracts or purchases are void.

Whenever any purchase or contract for any supplies,

materials, equipment, or services is made on behalf of
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the City contrary to the provisions of this Charter or

the rules and regulations made hereunder, such order or

contract shall be void and of no effect. The person or

persons responsible for authorizing any such order or

contract shall be personally liable for the cost

thereof, and if already paid out of City funds, the

amount may be recovered from such person or persons in

the name of the City in an appropriate action

instituted therefor.

1007.1. Board of Purchasing

There shall be a Board of Purchasing whose membership

shall consist of the Mayor, the President of the City

Council, the Chairperson of the City Council Finance

Committee, the City Solicitor, the Director of Purchasing,

the Director of Finance, and the Director of Administration,

all ex-officio. In the absence of any of the above-named

members, a designee shall serve in place of said member.

The Mayor, or in the absence of the Mayor, the President of

the City Council, shall serve as Chairman of the Board. The

City Clerk, or in the absence of the City Clerk, one of his

or her deputies shall act as Clerk of the Board.

(a) It shall be the responsibility of the Board of

Purchasing:

(1) To make all contracts for purchase of materials,

supplies, services, equipment, and property on

behalf of the City, the price or consideration of

which shall be two thousand ($2,000.00) dollars or
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more, in accordance with requirements set forth in

Section 1007(d);

(2) To insure before a contract is entered into that

there exists sufficient appropriations to pay the

cost thereof; and

(3) To reject any or all bids submitted to it for a

specific purpose if it considers that the public

interest will be best served thereby.

(b) The Board of Purchasing shall have the authority to

enter into agreements with the state, or the United

States, or any public body having authority to condemn

property of the City, with respect to the value of any

such property so taken; and shall have the authority to

employ such experts as it shall deem necessary to

assist it in the purchase of real estate, or in

connection with the condemnation thereof, under such

terms and conditions as the City Council may set.
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SECTION 11. The Department of Planning,;and~Urban

~7 e,.-

Development is hereby renamed the Department 'of Planning and
t r r-

Development. Wherever the title "Department of Planning and

Urban Development" appears in this Charter, the word "Urban"

shall be stricken.

SECTION 12. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its

passage.

IN CITY-COUNCIL

SEP 12 1985
FIRST READING

READ AND PASSED~pt4—,

CLERK

IN CITY
my"rill
FINAL MA,DING _

READ AND' MASSED CLMI.2 n &CA
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PRESIDENT

n

~ 
CLERK
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