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SMITH HILL

I. PHXSICAL SE1'TING

TIiE Smith Hill Neighborliood is a small (.65 sqtaare mile),

densely built area to the northwest of the Providence central

business district. For the purposes of this survey, it is

specifically defined as tliat area bounded on t]le east and

~ southeast by ~l~e Nn~a York, I~iew Haven and I~artford railroad

tracks; on the ti,~est by- the Dean Street Connector, Pleasant

Valley Par}:~vay, Raymond Street, and Oakland Avenue; on L-he

north~~rest by Douglas /~venue, the Chad I3rown-Admiral Teri-ace

Housing }~xo:iect, ard Admiral Street; and on the northeast l~y

the rai.lroad txacks, Rranc~i Avenue, and North M~in Street.

Smith Hill is traversec~ by three roughly para.11cl ma.jor

~ norci~west-sotitheast thorotighfares--Smith Street, Daug].as

Al~enue, aild Admiral Street -- which intersect with two roughly

parall.el, major northeast-southwest axes -- Orms Street and

Chall:stor~e Avnnue. Interstate Hig}lcaay 95 is u maj or -- and

ir~accesil~le -- ax~_s which divides the eastern quarter of Srnitch

Hill irom the ren~ainder of the neighbcrhood. T}ie irregular

triangular and irapezoidal areas between major traffic axes

are divided Uy short cross strcets, their ad hoc pattern the

result cf nineteenth-century plats laid out by numerous

devel.opers.



The area is predominantly residenti.al, with concomitant

neighborhood business located on the major t}ioroughfares and

concentrated at the intersections of t}iese t]Zoroughfares.

The area to the east of I-95 is dominated by state-owned office

buildings. The southern and eastern borders of Smith Hill,

the areas alorig the h4oshassuck and j~Voonasquatucket Rivers, are

filled caith industrial buildings, most now ccnverted to other

C uses following the exodus of industl~y to suburban locations.

~~'hile the composition of the neighborhood has changed

cansiderably over the past fifty years -- and continues to

cliange -- Smith Hill retains to a large degree its sense of

neighborhood. The traditional center of the oldest ethnic

community in Providence, the Irish, Smith Hill has a long s

activ~ oral histcry, which is now somewhat diminished because

C of shif:ting demograpliics. This neighborhood tradition lends

to Smith Iiill a collesiveness that helps furt)ier to define the

area.

Physical definition of the neigl~borliood as it exists today

is ~lie restilt of an evolutioliary deveiopment of boundaries.

W~ien :Providence was first settled -- and until 1846 -- Smith

Hill iaa.s separated from the East Side and downtown Providence

Uy natural boulldaries, tlle T4oshassuck an3 Woonasquatucket

Rivers and the Great Salt Cove. The improvements to both

rivers and the filling of the cove liave virtually eliminated

these bodies of water as pllysical boundaries. The political
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changes in the area have also effected its growth: from 1765

to 1874, the area approximately northwest of I-95 was part of

Noxth Providence, a factor whic}i se~ved so~newhat to limit t}ie

urbanization of tile area. Finally, a number of Iarge-scale

building projects which surround Smitll HiJ_1 serve as buffers,

confining the Smith 1-lill neighborhood to its sma11 area.

The railroad tracks along the south and east form the longest

~ of these created bu£ters. The State House and its extensive

grounds f.urther separate Smith i-iill from downtown Providence.

'I~he grounds of two later nineteenth-century estates -- the Davis

estaie, now the site of the Veterans' I-iospital, and the Chase-

Burke estate, nolti~ the site of the Nathaniel Greene hiiddle

School -- provide large open spaces which have physically

limited continuous ~,restern growth. Similarly, the Chad Brown-

Ad~r~iral Terrace Housiiig Project marks a northern limit of

C Smit}i Hill, and, wiien it ti,~as built in the early 1940s, the land

on ~aliich it stands was vacant, implying a non-planned limit

to Smith Hil.l. Government projects begun in the 195Us have

not only been responsible for the elimination of a transitional

neighborhood on the northeast, but further created large

buff:r zones in the Route 14G right-of-way, the j~Jest River

Redevelopment area and the Moshassuck Sc{uare-Randall 5quare

Redevelopment area.
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had erected a combinatic~n dwelling house a~id mill on ilie

western side of the Nios}iassuck River, near present-d~y Mill

Street. He located here probably with ar. eye toward improving

his operations should tl~e Town Council offer inducements to

his doing so. In 1646, t11e Council granted Smith the lan.d

outright, and assured him a virtual moncpoly by lending

official stai.us to his operation. Tllis first mi ll structure,

~ along with the rest of the buildings in P-rovidence, was

destroyed during King Phi.lip's ~~Var of 1676 and subsequently

replaced.

lii 1705 the '1'own Council granted to John Niiller lI and

Richarci Arnold t}le next parcel south of the gristmill for

the construction ot a sa~amill, which was completed by 1708.

This early location o£ industry at first drew other residents

C to Lhe area, and also assured the area'seventual indtzstrial use.

Proximity to the gristmill proved an attraction to the

area, and by the beginning of the eighteenth century this

part of the settlement ~aas the most densely populated part of

Providence. As a population center, it ~vas a convenieilt

location for the first meetinghouse ii~~ Providence, complet-ed

in 1700. The construction of the Blackstone Canal in the early

nineteenth century and the subsequent industrialization of the

area ~aas largely responsible for tiie demolition of t}iese early

dwellings. Tlie last survi.vcx was the Zachariah Jones House

(1710, demolished 1.897) on Mi].1 Street, notable for its late

use of exposed sum~ner beams on bot}i f:loors.
-5-



II. EARLY LAND USE, 1636-183U

Smith Hill is part of Roger Nilliams' Grand Purcliase from

t}ie Sachems Canoni.cus and Mi.antinomi. Before the first

settlers arrived, the area including Smit}1 Hill lay between

the lailds of tl~e Narragansett and 1Vampanoag tribes, both part

of the larger Algonc{uin nation.. 1'lie lndians lett no traceable

C impact upon Smitn Hill, neither roads nor settlements.

~4hen Roger Williams brought his ba~ld of. followers to

Providence in 1636, the grotip settled on the eastern banks of

the Providence and Moshassuck Rivers. The land on the Neck

was soon di.vi.ded into house lcts, but the area west of the

Provide~lce and Moshassuck Rivers was need.ed as common land

for farming and the raising of livest~ck. The EarJ_y Records

of Pro~Tidence chronicle the setting aside in 1658 of. t}ie land

C north of tlie Woonasquatucket River as the "stated common"

for use by Providence residents.

tiVhile Smith H~_11 itself ~aas set aside as common ground,

thc urea alon~ its ,~ascern border -- around Charles, Mill, and

North r4ain Streets -- was settled sllortly after Providence

was estal~lished, and was the site of the earliest industry in

Providence.

John Smit}i, a miller from Dorchester who was banislied

along with 1>>i.11iams, came to Pravidence in 1636, and by 1638
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While industrializ~~tion of thc area became full-scale

only in tlie mid-nineteentli century, mills were built in the

area in the eighteenth and early nineteent}~ centuries, such
5~,~ fa~ ~~.

as a second ~ and gri_stmill buil.t by Co].onel 6'~illiam BrowTl

and others on the Mosllassuck in 1750, Samuel T}iurber' s

paper mil.l on Bark S~reei in 1780, Seril Dodge's jewelry

manufactory near the meetinghouse on North Main Street in

~ 1788, and Ezekiel a_nd William Burr's silversmith shop on

North i~ain Street nortll of the meetingllouse in 1792. In 1812,

Samuel Ogden took over the Thurber paper mill site for liis

machine shop.

By the late 1720s, the growth of small communities at

OJ.neyville and Tripptown (now Manton) created a need for

high~,~ays connecting them ~ti~ith the compact part of town. Thus

~ before 1729 a route to Olneyville was completed, follo~~~ing

the route of Orms and Valley Streets. In 1729,the southern

branch of the route thi•ough the stated common was constructed

along present-day Douglas Avenue and tlience wes~ward along

Ciialkstone Avenue to Tripptown. Four years later,the northern

branch of the road throubli the common was completed along

Dou~las Avenue and Eaton Street. The construction of the firsr

Mill Street Brid~e in t}ie same year further facilitated

commun.icati.on among the various settlements.

~



These early roads »ere augmented in -the early nineteenth

century by the construction af two turnpil:es through Smith

Hill. The Douglas Turizpike, chartered in ].805 and opened in

1807, followed the course of the North Branch Road as far as

~aton Street, and thence continued to llouglas, A~tassachusetts.

The Po~ader Mill Turnpike ~aas ch~rtered in 1810 and opened

shortly thereafter: it ran fxom the North Providence line --

~ then just beyond Holden Street -- to Smithfield. Tize southern

end of the Potader T~iill Turnpike connected with Smith Street,

which previously had ended at the North Providence line.

Thus s by the early niiieteenth century, t}ie maj or traffic

arteries through Smith Hill were established.

The earliest building on Smitll ~iill iiself occurred only

after the middle of the eighteenth century. In spite of the

/_` early decision ta maintain the land north of the ti'oonasquatucket

~
as common gi-ound, in 1746 the Town Council granted to the

heirs of John Smith I tlie land on Smith Hill lying bettiaeen Orms

and Smitll streets. This land was platted into house lots for

the Smitli heirs by Stephen Jackson in 1754. Notl:ing remains

of this first development to indicate the number and types of

dwellings t}iat tiaere built by the Smith heirs during the

eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.

The oldest extant structure on Smith Hill is t}ie Esek

Hopkins House at 97 Admiral Street. The semi-rural situation

of this gambrel-roof dwelling ret~zns some of the character
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o£ Smith Hill in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries,

for much of the area was divided among a few families, each

holding a large parc~l of land wit}i a dwelling house on it.

The grandest of: these early houses was the Federal-style

mansion built by Colonel Henry Smith in 1800 at the crest of

the hill overlooking tlie sweep of land do~~n to tlie Grea ~ Salt

~ Cove. The house was a laxge, square, three-story frame

structure with elaborate exterior articulation, includi.ng, ~~.
~a~s~c~~, ae~~-~~a.~ ~.<<t~ r~~t~r~$

quoined corners, pedimented ~4indows, and a~tvc~~i~-~~~e~i~ra~

~supportea by consoless over the center of the five-bay facade.

The house was razed in 1926 for the construction of the State

Office Building on its Smith Street site.

Other farms and contry retreais on Smit-h I~ill. have long-

since disappeared, the houses demolis}1ed and the land platted

C into small city house lots during the nineteenth century.

Thomas Randall Holden -- descendant of Randall IIolden, one

of tlie founders of Warwick -- built liis house early in the

nineteenth century at the nortllern end of a strip of land

between Smith Street alid the 19oonasquatucket Itiver. T}Ze

Zachariah Allen family owned the tract of land bounded by

ClialkstoTle, Douglas, Orms, and Smitli streets as well as a

large piece directly west of tlie Holdeii Estate; tlieir house

stood at the corner of Orms Street and Douglas Avenue. The

Pinckney Farm encompassed most of the land on Smitll Hi11 west

of thc Al1en holdinss south of Chall:stone Avenue.

:



While the area was ~ scarcely porulated, the area

just north of the Cove was the site of some activity in the

eighteenth and early nineteenth centtiries, perhaps because

of its adjacency to the more compact part of town and the

major roads west. Tlie earliest known name for this piece of

land ;,Tas Camp Hill, proba.bly because it iaas used as a place

C
for mil~_tary reviews. No doubt t}iis use pro~npted Fenner

Angell around the time of the Revolution to build his two-

and-a-half-story, gambrel-roof tave~-n nearby at the corner

of Orms and Da~ris Streets: the tavern, which survived Hrell

into the late ni~leteenth century, achieved notoriety for its
~'~#f~~~at~, d~~ ,~t~~s

ro~,idy patrons wlio participated in c~-~~-c-~a~•, and prize figlzts;

furi.her, it was the headquarters in Providence for liorse

racing, a sport easily accommodated on nearby Camp Hill. The

~ sporting atmospllere that origi~iated at Fenner Angell's

tavern continued to be an important part of life on Smith Hill

inio the twentieth century.

Camp Hill ~aas re-named the Jefferson Plains by Colonel

Henry Smith, an ardent Jeffersonian Republican. The Jefferson

Plains remained undeveloped in the first half of the nineteenth

century, and increased in importance as a site for picnics,

outings, and political meetings. On 17th April 1841, for

example, Llie Jefferson I~lains was tlie site of a large picnic

and rall~ held by the People's Party, a group whicli wished to

abolish the property requirement for voting a~ld extend suffrage

to all males over t~aenty-one. People'e Day, as t}~e celebration

~



was called, was a significant display of the agitation over

suffrage ~ahich led to the Dorr Rebell.ion and the framing of

the present state constitution in 184'L.

III. ~ARLY URBANIZ/~TION, 1830-1860

The resi.dential development of Smith Hill is primarily a

~ history of ~he division of large tracts of land originally

part of ear.ly farms and country r.etreats. While the building

boom which transfoxmed Smith Iiill into the urban residential

neighborhood it is today begaii only in the late 1870s, the

first urban development commenced in t}le 1830s with settl.ement

in Lhe area by persons primaz•i1y of English ancestry.

The iirst major plat of house lots offered for sale

was the Smith Hill Plat. of 1830, which included tlle land

C north of Smith Street and west of Davis Street, i.ncluding

Jefferson Street and paxt of I~olden Street. T}ie popularity

~f this area is evince~ b~~ t~1e nunber of d~aellings erected by

t}ie 1850s -- its proximity both to the older residential

neigliborliood on tlie T:ast Side and to tlle central business

district, its relatively inexpensive land, and the growtli of

Ir.ish immi.grants in the 1840s account fox its early success.

The early residents of t]Ie Smith Hill Plat ~vere generally

emerging prosperous, members of the middle class. Many were

involti~ed in mercantile pursui~s or held mincr managerial

positions in the developing industrial economy.
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A second, smaller plat of house lots on Smith Hi.11 was

offered for sale in 1843 along Holden Strcet between Smith

and Orms streets. Fe~a structures were btiilt on this plat,

and these have been almost entirely replaced by subseQuent

development.

In 1847 the ~llen family first divided the large area

C bounded by Smith Street, Orms Street, Douglas Avenue and

Chalkstone Aven.ue into house lots. Because of its isolation

at tlie time, little building activiiy occured in this area q

! V6•(•~c'1 i M b6~ G4J~ F V FAI~~ &~{~ G t~'~'r~~+'7~ Y~Y f~ N✓~ D~✓

b e f o r e t h e C i v i 1 tiV a r, a 1 t h o u g h ~.~ nr~-~—c: i u•s~t°~~r—o~-~I~ou ~s
6~~~~~'c~€.~de:~~~~~f ~~-~a~ a ~►~~s~. ~,~~e~~ c~ ~~~- ~~~ ~c~~,
s-~a~d-~~l~~-r~~~o-~~£ l}e.~~c~~~~~ r~•d--~o~~l~a~~e~tte~

b~-~&6~ most of which have since been demolished.

Following tlle deatli of Thomas Randall Holden, the property

he held on Smitl~ Hill was divided among his heirs and plattcd

C into house lots in NovemUer of 1850. ~~Vhile at least two of

his heirs built investment properties on their inherited land,

most of tlle laiiu solc~ was for ]zouse lot~, and a number of

high-style residences were constructed. ~V}len the I~iolden Estate

~aas divided, the area to its west was largel.y undeveloped,

and the iti'oonasquatucket River was free of industry. The area

thus offered proximity to the ~rowing central business district

and a genPrally rural setting. This combination proved

attractive to more prosperous members of the business community

who wanted more spacious surroundings than those available

close to downtown on the East Side. By the Civil War, a number
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of substantial houses had been bui.lt on both sides of Park

Street and on the cross streets between Park and Holden

Streets.

The last -- and westernmost -- of t~iese early divisions

was the A. C. Hawes and Brother Plat of 1854, consisting of

a small area between Orms, Smith and Duke Streets. A small

C settlement gre~a up i.n this area just before the Civil War,

presaging tlle eve~ltual west~aard expansion of Smith Hill.

bVhile many of the early ]iouses built on Smith Hill have

no~ti~ disappeared, those remaining include examples from the

major architectural trends of the period and ref].ect the early

growth of Smith Hill.

Probably the earlicst ex~ant house on Smith Hill -- and

C
the only survivor from tlle pre-R~'volutionary period besides

the Ezek Ilopkins House -- is the dwelling Patrick Denahy
0 l~f~~

moved to t}ie Hawes plat in 1854. ~~~cla~~ a three-bay- facade C~'~C~~i~%~Y9~,
~-~. ~Gt~~. ;;~~.t•~~.s%

house,̂ tlle northern portion and the Fec'eral door~~ray w~~o--~a-d~cc~
~i~~s~~,

early in the nineteentli century~~before tlie structure ~~ras

moved. The overhang of tlie gable rooi on tl~e southern,

original end points to a mid-eighteentr~ century origin for

this house.

The small, three bay dwelling at 60 T`avis Street was built

in the early 1830s in a vernacular Federal style with a hip

roof and monitor. Though later enlai-ged and altered, the house

retains mucli of its character in the original portion, and
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tcypiiies the small ci.ty dwellings erected in Providence in the

second and tliird decades of the nineteentll century.

By tl~e 1840s the taste for the Greek Revival had super-

ceded the Federal style. Based on tlie arcllitecture of ancient

Greece and inspired by archaeological projects in the late

eighteenth century, Greek Revival architecture introduced

C proportions more massive than those generally usecl in earlier

architecture. Tlie most common characteristic of the style was

the usc of a portico temple fro;it; the fulJ.y calun~ned facade

was rare, hotilever; in Providence where most Greek Revival

heuses err~ployed a columncd entrance porch and wide pilasters

which replaced cornerboards. Typical of Pravidence Greek

Revival houses is the Jonathan Tucker ~Iotise at 205 Smith

St:reet, btiilt ca.1850. A smaller, vernacular version af

C Greek Revival. domesti.c architecture is the Horace Crossman

House at 162 Orms Street, ca. ].847; while its corner pilasters

have been removed, the pilastered entrance is typical of

mod~st Greek R~vival llouses. Similar in proportion is the

small, fi~r~-bay Greek R.evival cottage at 40 Common Street,

Uuilt around 1850.

Tlie most unusuai of the Greek Revival structures on Smitli

I~i11 is t}Ze Greek Revival double ]iouse built dround 1855

by ~lizabeth T. Brownell., one of the heirs of T. R. Holden,

as an investment property. Because of stylistic limita?-ions

of. the Greek Revival, double houses were rare, especially in
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Providence, where little c}iange fz-orl tlie pilastered three-bay-

facade adaptation of t}le temple-front motif was attempted.

After 1850, the Italianate style, based on the architectre•;

of the Italian Renaissance, in turn replaced the Greek

Rcvival. As this preference for the Italian Renaissance

began to supplant the Greek Revival, more elaborate bold

G decorative, forms at first stzpplementeci and eventually replaced

the taut linearity of the Greek Revival. The Nelson C. Northup

I-~ouse at 17 Jefferson Street is a fi.ne, well-preserved example

of this transition: the solidtwo-and-a-Ilalf story block

set gable end to the street on a higli granite basement retains

the form of the Grcek Re~rival, but the corne.r pilasters are

replaced by bold quoining, massive modillions decorate the

raking and eaves co?-nice, a monumental }iood iti~itii pendent:ives

C croi,rns tt~e doorway, and an octagonal cupola clominates the roof .

A d~_fferent approach to the transition into the Ital.ianate

style is seen in tlie Sheffield Smitli I?~use at 334 Smit}i Street,

built iai 1856. The large two-and-a-}~alf story dwelling is

important for its unusual decorative treatment of a format

standard in Providence domestic arc}iitecture. T1ie five-bay

facade is divided into three bays by colossal pilast-ers cappe~.

taith clustered brackets scrving as capitals. A large round-

head wi~ldow dominates the center of the second stoi•y above t}Ze

iiooded entrance. A large octagonal cupola originally stood

at the center of the roof. The Smith House is also important
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as one of the first houses bui.lt on the Hawes Plat of 1854,

and it was around the Smith House ~hat the first western

settlement grew on Smitll I~ill.

Several fully realized exampl.es of the Italia~late style

remain on Smith Hill. The forms of both the John B. }iennessey

rlouse at 19 Mulberry Street, 1855, and the C}iristopher G.

C Dodge House at 11 l~iest Parlc Street s 1II58, approximate that

of the monumental Italian Renaissance palazzo, cubical in

massing and crowned with a low hip roof with wide eaves.

The Dodge House, the most impressive dwellin~ on Smith Hill,

sits on a high granite basement, and its central entrance is

r•eached by twin curving staircases.

The 1~4oivey-Nicholson I~ouse at 57 Brownell Street was buili

in the Italianate villa style in 1856. The picturesque

~ cruciform plan structure tiaith its t}iree story tower and broad

porches was well ~uited to the semi-rural site -- this

integration o£ design and location clearly followed the tenets

of Andrew Jackson Downing as expressed in The Architecture of

of Country I-ieuses (1850) ~ As modified by ti~~illiam T. Nicholson

in the 1860s alid 1870s, the house ref~?ects cllanging demands

both of style and of function in an urban area.

T1ie earliest structures on tlle Allen Plat of 1847 include

three dwellingsstill standing on I3ernon Strcet. The Cliarles G.

Ar~lold f~ouse, built between 1849 and 1855 at SS Bernon Street

is a simple residence, built as an investment. This vernacular

cotta~e, devoid of any architecttiral pretension, is typica].
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of speculatively built cot~ag~s erected solely as shelter.

The Patrick Shanley House at 65 Bernon Street, built ca 1860,

employs a format that remained standard in Providence for

vernacular dwellings for much of the nineteenth century:

two aiid a half stories, gable roof set end to the street, and

a three-bay facade with side-hall plan. Shanley, a carpenter,

was no doubt responsible for the construction of his liouse

~ and used a flaring cornice on the roof to distinguish his

handi~~~ork on the house. Josep}1 Baker's house, ca. 1864, at

37 Bernon Street is close in type to the small cottage at

40 Common Street, but it is further embellis}ied by roundhead

recessed panels in the corner pilasters and i'ine braciceted

detailing in the bay wiridoias thaL flank the ~,00a~a center

entrance.~Ear1y civic planning on Smith Hill introduced

changes in the southeastern corner that would play important

C parts in determining the future of Smith I~ill. The State

Prison and the Cove Basin-railroad station complex established

patterns of lard use along the southeast borcier of Smith Hill.

The State erected its first prison in 18"s3 on Great Point,

tlie ►aest shore of the Cove. The granite, cruciform Greek

Revival structu~•e remained in use until t}~e present Adult

Correctional Institutio~l opened in Cranston in 1878. The state

retained ownersliip of the land at the corner of Gaspee aiid

Promenade Streets, and tlle site was used for the Rhode Island

Normal School complex followiilg the de~i~olition of t}ie prison

in t}ie 1890s.
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The decision to fill in a portion oi Lhe Great Salt Cove

for the creation of the Cove Basin ~aas part of a larger

plan to bring tlle railroad lines through the central business

district, creating uninterrupted rail service through the

state. The Cove Basin ~,~as completed zn 1846, and t}ie

fo11o1•aing year rail service ~aas inauburated along the

INoonasquatucket River to Union Station on the south side of

~ the Cove, and tllence north aloilg the ATos}lassuck River. The

proximity of tlie railroa~l not only encotiraged incipient

industrialization along the rivers, but also spurred residential

development on Smith Hill for the many ~aorkers associated

with the railroads and industry.

The coming of t]Ze railroads and the first wave of

immi~ration in the 1840s together laid the foundation for the

~ booming growth of Smith ~Iill during the rest of the nineteenth

century.
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IV. NINETEENTH CEN`I'URY GRO~UT;~, 18~+0-I8J0

The rapid grow~h of Smith Hill in tlze nineteenth century

was greatly due to large ~lumbers of immi~raiits from Ireland

and, later, central Europe. The first wave of immigrants were

driven from Irelancl by the great potato famine, whicl~ killed

a million people over a five-year period and drove a million

C and a half from tlle country. While some of the Irish immigrants

continued k~est to less densely pop~lated areas, many stayed

in major port cities on tlle east coast, in Ne~,r York, Boston,

and Providence.

A sufficient number of Trish had immigrated in the early

years o~ t.he nineteenth century to c.onstitute the formation

of a Roman Catholic parish. The meeting pl.ace of the paris)i

moved se~reral times before the parish church of SS Peter

~ and Paul tiaas completed in 1838.

By early 1841 a schism developed betiveen the Reverend John

Corry, rector of SS Peter and Paul, ar~d a group within the

parisli, the "Fri.ends of Ireland," lec~ Uy Patricl< 0' Connell,

Hugh Duff, and John T4cCarthy. On 24th Febrtiary 1841 the

Friends of Ireland wrote to Bi.shop Fenwick in Boston asking

permission to form a second Roman Catholic parish in Providence.

Bishop Fenlaick agreeed to the formation of a second parish in

T4arch of 1841.
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The committee on buying land for tiie parish examined

several alternatives. Possible sites in downtown Providence

or on t}ie East Side proved too expensive for the fledgling

parish. The site chosen, on Smith Street at the crest of the

hill overlooking tlie Jefferson Plains, was chosen because the

committee "had seen no situation so desirable -- either as

regards respectabi.lity or central locution."

The cornerstone for the Gothic Revival structure, designed

by Russell iaarren, wa.s laid on 13t}i July 1841, and tlle chtzrcll,

whicl~ seated 1250 persons, was dedicated on 3rd July 1842.

Tlle size of the buildinb is indicative of the potential

size of t}le parisli, and further activities by St. Patrick's

paris}1 indicate the impact that the Irish parish would have

on the area. In 1843, the parish began construction on a

~ school building for the education of the children of the

parish. That same year, the Reverend j9illiam Zti~iley, first

rector of the parish, Uought eight acres of land a.t the corner

of Douglas Avenue and Chad Brown streets for a parish cemetery.

Thus, St. Patrick's was well established on Smith Hill by the

time t}le Great Potato Pamine in Ireland drove the hundreds of

thousands of p~rsoiis across t11e Atlantic ir. the 1S40s, and

parish recorcls indicate the rapid gro~vtli of the congregation:

baptisms increased from 69 in 1841 to 326 in 1850.

The majority of tlle early Irish immigrants on Smitll Hill,

many of them unskilled laborers, settled in small, crowded
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dwellings. Many were located at t~~e foot of th.e Jefferson

Plains, just north o£ the Cove Basi.n, and around the Randall

Sauare area. These immigrants geiierally either cro~aded into

existing d~~~ellings cotiverted to multiple-family use or occupied

hastily con.st:ructed s}~anties. As individuals acquired skills

and greater economic success, they tended to move to more

comfortable di,~ellings ~;rithin Smith Hill.

~
Irisll immigrants came to this country because of job

opportunities, and industry like~,rise prospered because of the

increased labor force. The Embargo of 1b07 and the Iti'ar of

1812 had severely injured Rhode Island's maritime economy, and

during the early year~ of the nineteentll century thc state turned

to industry as a means of coiitinuing a prosperous ~conomy.

In tlzese early years of industrial grotiath, factories were

~ located near the source of power afforded by the rivers.

Thus the early industrial centers in Providence were lo~ated

along the A9oshassuck River near Ranclall Square a~Zd on the

Woonasquaiucket near Olneyville. Botl: 7_ocations had been

used for mill~ in tlle eighteenth cent~.ry, and nineteenth

century industrialization spread from these points.

The earliest of the mid-nineteenth-century industrial

developments on Smith ~-Iill ~~ras the Franklin Furnace Company

at the corner of Cl~arles and Nichols streets on tlle I~~osllassuck

River. T}Ze company ~aas active before 1836, and possibly tised

the buildings orig~.nally consti•ucted by Samuel Tllurber for a
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paper mill in 1780 and taken over by Samuel Ogden in 1812 when

he opened his manuf.actory of cotton-processing machinery.

Franklin Purnace Company was i~zcorporated in 1836 as the

Franklin Machine Company, a manufacturer oi cotton mill machinery,

power transmission maclli.~iery, and special machinery.. The

compaiiy re-incorporated in 1886, and continued in business into

this century, first movin~ to facilities on the 1~v'est Branch

~ of the T4oshassuck River, and subsec{uently to ~ast Providence

a~id Cranston. The original. buildings have long since disappeared.

The builciings of i.l1e second mill complex in tlie Randall

Sc~uare area suvived until tJie early 197Us, but little now

remains of the Amexican Screw Company complex, w)lich consisted

of five buildings on both sides of Stevens Street just east

of the bloshassuck River. Only the trapezoidal structure built

C in two stages -- the southern portion in 1882 and the northern

part before 1918 -- an~ now kno~tim as the Moshassuck Arcade and

a lone chimney to its southwest remain of this large complex.

Providence Screw Company, the first in a sei-ies of entiti.es

that formed the American Screw Compariy, began operations on

tllis site in 1838, and by 1~70 the American Scre~a complex was

one of the largest industries iii the area, pro~~iding jobs for

many Smith Hill residents.

Tlie Fletc}ler Manuracturing Company ~vas founded in 1793

for the manufacture of textiles. The company moved to the

Randall Square area in the 1840s, and by 1.869, when t)1e only

remaining structure at 43 Cilarles Street ~ras buil.t, had expanded
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its operations to many buildings o;1 the Moshassuck River west

of Cllarles Street.

The earliest extaiit mill building in the Randall Square

area is the Stillman ~Vl~ite Brass Foundry, dating from 1856,

at 1 13ark Street. This operation remained much smaller than

other industries in tlie vicinity throughout its history --

~ the company remained in its original. location until 1949 --

but its gradual expansion over nearly a hundred years has

left an interestiilg record of smaller nineteent-h century

industriai arclzitecture.

By the mid-1850s, steam engines had begun to rival water

a.s the r~~ajor industrial power source. VJhile subsec~uent

industrial development continued along the rivers, the location

remained desirable because of ease of waste disposal and

C prevailing land use, not because of the potiaer source.

The decade 1860-1870 was a period of tremendous industri_al

growth on Smith Hill, as remaininb sites along the rivers filled

with factories ~ahich throve particularly as support for the

Union effort in tlie Civil 1~Var.

The single ].andlocked eaample of nineteenth-centur.y industry

on Sllll'~}7 Hill is the Oriental Mil1 Complex, built ca 1860, at

the corner of Admiral and ~~'hipple streets. The Oriental Mill,

a major producer~of cotton ~oods, was an important part of

Rhode Island's gro~ain~ texti.le industry. The finely detailed
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brick structure was erected in a sp~~r.sely populated area around

t}ie time of the Civil IVar, and its location was largely

responsible for tlle construction of sma)1 cottages and tenements

along ~ti'hipple and Fillrior~ streets ii~ the 1860s and 1870s.

The eastern portion of: the lti'oonasquatucket River was the

site of the greaiest industrial building in the decade 1860-1870.

The site was par.ticularly attractive because it offered

~ undeveloped land adjacent to the river and to the central

business district. The hills on either side of the river

valley pro-vided further virgin land easily developed as

residential neig}iborhoods for mill workers.

The earliest in3ustrial. develepr~ent i.n the eastern

}Voonasquatucket Valley to have a direct impact on Smith Hill

was the Burnside Kifle Works, founded i.n 1862 as a Civil i~'ar

C munitions factory at the corner of Valley and I-Iemlock streets.

The factory offered work to some residents of Smith Hi.11, but

became a greater emp?oyer of area residents after the compaiiy

tiTas reorganized as Rhode Island Locomotive Company in 1865 and

had buil.t the Burnside Row of cottages on Zone Street later

in the decade.

Two major Providence {actories located on or nea.r Smitli

Hill in 1864. The Ni.cholson File Compan.y (established 1858)

moved from quarters downtown to enla.rged facilities at hinsley

and Acorn streets, whel-e i.t remained until the mid-tweiltieth
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century. William Iiarris, manufacturer of the 1-Iarris-Corliss

steam engine, opencd his machine shop at the corner of

Promenade and Park streets.

In 1870f Bro~an and Sl~arpe moved into the first building

of their complex at Promenade and Holden Streets, immediately

adjacent to the Harris Machi.ne laorks. i'he company, founded

~ in 1833, occupied quarters on South Main Street before moving

to Smith Hill. Brown and Sharpe expanded ra.pidly in the

nineteent}1 century, both in production and size, and by the

beginning of this century it had become the largest single

employer of: Smith ~iill residents. The removal of the compar.y

to North Kingston in the mid-1960s wa.s as significant to tlie

decline o.f Smith Hill as its arrival in 1870 had been to t}~e

gro~,~th. of the area.

The industrialization of tlic 1860s gave great impetus to

C residential constructi.on and the growth of civic and religious

insti.tutions during the rest of the nineteenth century.

: Post-Civil ~Var resiciential construction on Smitll Hill was of

two types. During the 1860s and 1870s, large, high-style

structures coni,inued to rise in o~der established areas,

particularly in or near the Holden Estaie Piat. The major

growth on Smith Hill, however, was in construction of lower-

and middle-class holzsing to accommodate t;le growing labor

force for ttie mills a.nd, as streetcar lines penetrated the

area, for sl~opkeepers and clerical workers ~,~ho commuted dail.y

to the central business district.
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The growth of Smit}i I-Iill also encouraged t}ie re-annexation of

Lhe area approximately nortliwest of I-95 to Providence in 1844.

The rurally dominated General Assembly, assured of rural control
~de, c~ ~c~vt~ C~~-~ ~~~t'~•tc~~ ~~' 1 ~.~Z f

by the F,o~~~e~—a~n$~~<~~ner~~ which essenti.al~y weighted representation

to rural towns, approved the ~vishes of North Providence --

largely rural at this time -- to divest itself of its urban

centers, Smith Hill and Pawiucket.

C
Between 1860 and 1890, not only did building continue apace

on the plats opened before the Civil jh'ar., but numerous otller

plats -- almost the rest of Smith Hill --• were opened for

sale of house lots. The major pl.ats opened include the

Hardenburg Purchase Plat of 1856 along Camden, Danforth, and

Cla-ra Streets; further divisions of the ~111en Estate ~f 1847

a~ld division of /lllen tamily land south of Smitli Street aloilg

~ Calverly Street in 1861; the Tliomas Davis and George L. Clarke

Plat bounded by Candace Street and llouglas and Chalkstone

Avenues in 1861; thc Oaklands ~sLate Plat of Sarah B. ~aton

taest of the F~ardenburg Plat and cast of Oakland Avenue in

1871 and 1874; the Douglas and I-Iardenburg Plat, bounded by

these two thoroughfares and Vale Street, in 1871; tlze Second

Davis and Clarke Plat, bounded by Alma, Pekin, and Candace

streets and Douglas Avenue, in 1872; the Thomas Davis Plat,

west of Holden Street south of Je~aett Str•eet, in 1879; and the

P}ieobe Young ~-teirs Plat, bounded by Smith and Yoting streets

and Chalkstone Avenue, in 1885. Most of tnese areas filJ_ed
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witll small cottages or r:iultiple-family cl~~el.lings during the

later part of tlie ninetceTzth century, save for part of tjle

Oaklands Es~ate Plat, wh~.ch «as sufficiently far removed from

densely populated areas whei~ firsi plaited that it became

t h e s i t e o f.~¢~s~~=~~~=a~t~~~~3~~~~ s~~~~~~

~~- - several comiortab~e single-family houses.

~ Duri.ng the 1860s, the Italian Renaissance Revival Style

gave ~vay to a lrogue for architecture imitating that of

contemporary France duri.ng the reign of ~m~eror Napoleon III.

The Second Empire Style, like the preceding ILalianate phase,

made use of a monumental }~uilding block articul.ated witlz

boldly designed, classically ~erived decorative elements, but

it is primarily cllaracterized by the use of a mansard roof.

The Second Empire Style survived into the late 1870s on

C Smith Hill as a high-style form, and lingered into the 1830s

in vernacular two-family dwellin~s.

The earliest of the S?cond Empire houseG on Smith Hi.11,

the David A. Cleveland 'nouse of 18G9 at 111 Park Street, is

a simple structure with a bold modillion cornice and a low,

raking,mansard roof which demonstrates the transitior~ from the

hip roof of t}le Italianate style to the mor~ steeply-pitched

ma~isard.

Perhaps the most splendid of the Second Empire houses on

Smith I-Iill is t}~at built by Niles Bierr~~oaard Schubartli, tlie

prominent Providence landscape architect, at 47 Conunon Street
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in 1874. The central entrance is emphasized by the sunbonnet

gable in tl~e mansard and flanked by two-story bay ~aindows.

The original granite steps and wrought-i.ron fence remain.

The Second ~mpire House that Stillman iv'hite huilt in

1876 at 107 Park Street is typical of many in Providence.

Tl1e ~~ectangular, side-hall-plan building shows t11e lingering

C of a format popular in Providence since the early nineteen~h

century, but with a more modish decorative overl.ay. tiVhite,

whose foundry was near.by on Bark Stree~, moved to this area

to be ~lear his place of work, as did others such as 1~'illiam

T. Ni.cholson, who movecl to 57 Brocvnell _ Street the same year

thaL the Nicliolso;i File Company opened their facili.ties on

Acorn Street.

C
Tiao major country houses were constructed along the

western edge of Smitlz l~ill around 1870. In 1869 Thomas Davis,

who had lived since the early .1850s in a small cottage --

no~a divided into t~ao pa~ ts and still standing at 503 2 and

507? Cllalkstol~e Avenue -- on Smith }Iill, built a large Gothic

mansion, desi~;ned by James Bucklin, on a large piece of land

at the corner of Pleasant Valley Parkcaay and Chalkstone

Aveilue; the house, a gift to the City in 1891, remained

until its demolition for t]Ze constructioil of the Veterans' Hospital

in tlie 1940s. Charles Dowler, an Englis}~ immigrant and arms-

maker turned sculptor, built his second llouse on Smith }iill --

the first,built in 1868, still stands at S3 Camden Avenue --
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at 581 Smith Street in 1872. The well-preserved one-and-a-

half-story house carries a massive hip-on-mansar~ roof ~aith

fislz-scale slates above a broad, simple cornice. The fine

detailin€ on this house includes several. bay windows, pedimented

dormer windows in the roof, and an entra~nce with Romanesque-

cum-Corinthian columns.

C
The Second L'-mpire is the last high style fully represented

on Smith Nill in domes'i,ic architecture. After the 1870s, Smitlz

Hill became increasin~ly a working-and middle-class neighUorhood

and more prosperous citizens chose to build in more fashionable

areas, such as the ~ast Side, Elmwood, and the Broad~aay area.

Whi.le later styles do appear on Smith Hill, their representation

~enerally is J_imited to verr.acular interpretations of architctural

trends in snlall cottages and, increasinbly, in two- and tllree--

C family dwellings.

The character of Smith Hill as a ~~orking-class neighbor-

liood be;~ame £irr~ly establis}ied by tlie 1870s. Several factors

contributed to its genesis: the predomiiiance of unskilled.

Irish immigrants, attracted to the area by St. Patrick's

parish; tlie availability of nearby work, both oii tlie railroads

a~id in industry; and ihe advent of publi.c transportation al.ong

major thoroughfares, such as Smith Street and Chalkstone

Avenue, by t}lc latc 1870s. To accommodate t}ie rapidly ~roti,~ing
a

population on. Smith Hill,/large number of dwellinbs i,~ere

constructed iil the nei~hborhood. The amount of building on

:
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Smit}i Hi11 was emphasi.zecl in Px•ovidence Journal articles of

the mid-1880s, when more houscs ti~ere constructed on Smitn

l~ill -- both nume~ically and percentally -- than in in other

area of Providence. A1any of these ~vere constructed by real

estate developers, but owner-occupied lzouses vaere also

constructed as residents of tlle area achieved some fina.ncial

prosperity.

Two basic types of dwellings were erected on Smith Hill:

the small vernacular cottage, simil.ar in many respects to the

early houses built on t}~e Al1en family plat, and the multiple-

family }~ouse, at first for two families, followed by the

Lhree-decker as the certury drei,T to a close.

A number of small, single-family cottages were erFcted

o~ Smith I-Iill beginning in the 1870s, aiid most were built in

~ groups by individual developers. Tliese clustered cottages

show little variety, eitlier among the~nselves or from group to

group, but the fe~,r ocaner-occupied d~~~ell.:in~;s evince ar~

individuality seldom found during t11e ].ate nineteent}i-century

building boom on Smith Hill.

T}le Robert Arnett House of 1871 at 37 Violet is distinguished

from the more rudimentary cottage Uy its we].1-integrated

detailing, which includes a handsome hood with pendants ovcr

tlie entrance, a large bay vaindow on the faca3e, pro~iounced lintels

over the ~ti-lI1~a01JS, and pai.red round-head window ~ in the end of
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the cross-gable roof. Similar to it is the Charles Kelley

House, ca 1875, at 51 Camden Avenue, witli a handsome diamond-

pattern jigsaw cornice, hood moulds over the side and attic

windocvs, and round-head windows in the facade bay ~aindo~a.

The J. A. Sheldon House of 1871 at 161 Orms Street is

lar~er than the Arnett and Kelley llouses. Its steep cross-

G
gable roof is carried by a bracketed cornice, and the ~vindows

are ca~~ped by Iintels similar to those on the Arnett house.

Four major clusters of small, one-and-a-half-story

cottages set gable _ e~ld to the street were constructed on

Smith Nill in tl~e last two decades of the nineteenth century

by perhaps tlie heaviest investor in t;ie area, Andrew Dick}~aut.

Dickhaut was a private investor, with no apparent connection

to any of the large industrial concei-ns i.hat employed most of.

~, the residents of these cottages. Unlike man~~ areas abouncling

in mills aiid f.actories, Smith Hili was primarily developed by

private, not corporate, irivestors.

The earliest of the Dickhaut groups ~~ere the eibht cottages

built on Fillmore Street in 1881; five of these remain at 39,

47, 55, 57, and 59 Fillmore Street. T}~e best preserveci of these.

39 Fillmore Street, retains the low picl:e~t fence typical of

the period of construction. In 1883, Dickhaut completed a

group of: cleven cottages, identical to those on Pillmore ~treet,

on Bath Street, just north of Orms Street. Al1 of these remain,
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£rom 115 to 141 BaL-h Street. A group of. seven cottages,

mirror images of those on Bath and l~i.11more streets, was

constructed by DickhauL- in 1891 at numbers 55 through 73

Lydia Street, The last group of cottages, built by Dickhaut's

heirs, rose on Duke Street in 1897. These seven cottages

(6-18 Duke Street) are similar .in form to the earlier structures,

C
but differ by the addition of a porcli and bay window across

the f.ront of the bui.lding in place of thc: simple tliree-bay

facade.

The frame, tti~o-and-a-half-story, two-family house with

gaUle roof set end to the street was the standard d~aelling

built on Smith Hill until the advent of the three-decker toward

the end of t.he nineteenth century. The earliest of these ~,~ere

simple boxes, tiaith a t}Zree-bay facade ar.d minimal decorati.~~e
o~~-~~-

C trim Ueyond a hoo ~e~ztrance. Late nineteenth-century architectural

trends tolvard varied massing and picturesc~ue effects are

reflected in larger, later versions of two-famil.y houses: bay

windo~as, larger porches, cross-gable roafs, and -- occasionally --

t-urrets were added with increasilig frequency in the last t~~~o

decades of. the nineteenth c~ntury. .

Tlie carliest group of tliese workcrs' houses on Smith

f~il.l is tlie Burnside Row on Zone Str.eet, blzilt by Levi D. Bates

for E. P. hiason, G. M. Richmond, anci Dr. A. I-l. Okie, t}ie owners

of the I:Ilode Island Locomotive 1~Jorks. Erected in 1868, tl~ese

sixteen identical hotises were used by ~aorkers at the ne~aly-
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reorganized plant nearby. Not only was tlle corporate involvement

in their construction unusual, but also the grouping of d~ ~C~"~~Yl~~~~~

identical units of mul.ti-family housing built by a single

developer ~,ras exceptional on Smith HilJ. u.ntil the rapid

proliferation of three-deckers around tl~e turn of the century. '

Two houses on Candace Street typify the two-family form

~ built on Smith Hill iii the 1870s and early 1880s: the three-

bay facade is replaced by a t~~o-bay format consisting of a

hooded entr. ance and a t.~ao-story bay taindow. The John T. I2eilly

house of 1874 at 32 Candace, typical of o~aner-occupied dwellings,

is embellished beyond the basic format, in this instance by

a diamond-I~attern cornice sir;~ilar to tnat at 51 Camden AVP.IlUE'.

John T. Raff:er~y's house at 55 Candac~, built in 1877, is

distinguished by the round-head windows in the attic, some~ahat

~ retarditaire by 1877, and the modillion cornice; Rafferty, a

carpenter, occupied tlie house he built, and his occupation

suggests that he quite likely was clos~ly involved in its

construction.

By the early 1880s. tl~e pace of Smit}i Hill development

quickened noticeably. Pr~vidence's indtzstrial economy

prospered, and demand for housing to accomn►odate increasing

ntiribers of workers ~~ras a majo: factor ii~ the buiJ.ding Uoom

on Smith Hil.l. ~Vhole blocks of houses rose rapidly along

streets on Smitli Hill as speculative btzilders began to take

advantage of the need for housing ill the arca.
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Typical of these rapidly built areas is the northern

side of Alma Street, ~,~here five identical two-family houses

wer.e built in Z883; a sixth, identical to the first five, was

added in 1887. These modest dwellings, ~~lith four or five

sma11 rooms to a floor, are similar to those erected in tl~e

1870s on nearby Candace Street.

C 1'oward the end of the 1880s, a larger version of the

multi-family house came into fashion o~l Smith 1Iill. Usually

with more and larger rooms, more bay windows, and greater

space in the attic story, these ilouses filled lots on streets

opened earl.ier in the century and iined previously undeveloped.

streets, such as Chalkstone Avenue tiaest of Sr~ith Street. Thc

Elisee J. Bourneuf House at 660-662 Chalkstone, completed i~i

1s92, is typical of these later multi-family houses; a front

C porch replaces the small stoop, bay windo~~is sprout on the sides

of the structure, and tl~e hi.g}1 cross-gable roof provides

additional living space.

Late nineteenth-century growth on Smith Hill, climaxed

by the spectagular rise ill population duri.ng the 1880s,

necessitated increased educational, reliaious, and civic

services in the neighborhood. While St~ Patrick's school and

parish continued to play an acti~re aild important xole on

Smith F~ill, neither cotild it provide educational faci.lities

for all cliildren iri the area nor did it atcract every family
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on Smit}i Hill. Smitli I-Ii11 had become well establislied as an

Irish Roman Catholic basti.on, but sufficier~t etlinic diversifi-

cation remain.ed to create a need for public schools and

numexous Protest- ant ncig}lborhood parishes.

P.~`~~~ c~~C~ ~~6. ~?~;'c'.~. c~~4 ~a~~ ~,.~6~~ 
6~~a.ti~;~.~'s.~;

The small, wood-~'rame schoolhousej~on the south side of

Chalkstone Avenue just west of Douglas Avenue had become

~ inadequate ~y the mi.d-1o70s. In 1877, tl~e City erected a grammar

school, razed in the 1960s,at the northeast corner of Candace

and Smith streets. The large Urick structure, designed iil a

Higli Victorian Got}iic style by E. L. Angell, provided the

first modern pizbli.c school for the area. The grammar scnool

was soon augnlented wi.tl~ a neighUorhood primary school at 396

Smith Street. The Smitll Street Primary School, wlli.ch opened

i1i September of 1885, is a large brick structure ~~rhich reflects

C thc Queen Anne style, based on early eig]Zteenth-century En~lish

architecture, tlien in vogue for major architectural monuments.

As the population continued to expand~and residential neiglibor-

hoods extendecl farther ~est, the Rliggles Street Primary School,

completed in 1896, was opened to reli.eve pressure on the

Smith Street- facilitv.

During the l.ater part of tlie nineteenth centu~-y, St.

Patrzcic's Church coritinued to expand, both in parishoners and

in pliysical plant. The rectory on State Street, Uuilt in

1860, was follo~,~ed by the sc}lool on I)avis Street in 1871 and.

the convent for t}ie Sisters of T9ercy, completed i1i 1872 on

• Da~~is Street and mo~red to its present site ca. 1902.
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Several Portestant parishes were founded on Smith I~ill

after mid-century. The Eightli Baptist Society built a small

meeting house on Smith Hi11 in 1847 at the corner of Davis

a~id Common Streets. ns the only Protestant church on Smith

~iill, it grew with the neighborhood: it moved to larger

quarters on Jefferson Street in 1857, and the parish erected

~ the simple Romanes~ue brick structure at the corner of Jefferson

and Common Streets i.n 1868. That same year the Park Street

Free Baptist Church, organized as the Third Free-Will Baptist

Churcli in ].851, built its house of worship at the corner of

Park and Jewett Streets. In 1871, St. Gabriel's Episcopal

mission was organized in quar~ers on Holden Street, just north

of Smith Street; the p arish became St. Paul's Episcopal Church

in the late 1870s, and moved to a new building on the ~aest

~ side of Holden Street south of Orms Street. Both St. Paul's

and Park Street Baptist Church have been demolished for

later construction.

Police and fire service ~aere improved on STnith ~Iill in

the 187Cs, ~•lith the construction of the Chalkstone Avenue

Police Statien in 1874 and the Smith Street Fire Station in

1875. Both facilities ~,rere later superceded and eventually

razed.
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V. ETI-1NIC TRANSITIOi~: TO~~~ARD A MULTI-r'I'I-INIC NEIGHBORHOOD, 1890-1920

By 1890, Smith I-Iill ~aas well establislled as an Irish

neighborhood. Not oiily were a large numL~er of the residents

Irish immigrants or descended from recent Irish immigrants,

but also were important neighborhood institutions -- schools,

police and fire stations, political associ_ations -- dominated

C by Irish-Americans. Over the following thirty years, howe~rer,

either ethni.c groups settled in Smith Hi.11, and by 1920 Smit}i

}-iill, thougll it still }Zad a definitely Iri_sli-American majority,

al.so contained a number of smaller etlinic groups.

Tlie continuing strength of the Irish population on Smi.th

hill is reflected in the gro~,lth of St. Patrick's Church during

this period. By 1900 the first church strlicture ]iad become

too limited in size for the parish's needs, and a campaign to

C raise money for a netia bui.ldin~ on the same site i,~as begun.

Designed by Tlurphy and Hindle in a Gothicizing style, the

present building was compieted in 1915.

The first group in this second wave of i_mmigrants on

Sn~ith I~ill was the Je~,~s. T}ie first Je~~~ish immigrants came

to Providence from Germany heginniilg in the 1840s. This

group was relatively small anci concentrated alon~ the eastern

border of Smith Hill, near Constitution Hill: in 1877 there

cvere 150 Je~~ish families in Providence, und only three on

Smith 1-iil~. By the mid-18ROs, there,~aere over t~aenty Jewi.sh

families on Smith Hill, most of tllem residin~ around the eastern

e~id of Chalkstoz~e Aventie.
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During the first decade of the twentieth century,

immigrants from Russia and eastern Eu~-ope swelled the Je~aisli

population on Smith I-Iill from sixty-eight families in 1890

to two hundred-eight families in 1910. ~Vhere tlie Irish

immigration was largel.y due tio t}le famine in Ireland, the

Jewish immigration in tlie 7.s90s and 1900s was caused by increased

persecution of Jet~~s by the Russian go>>crnment.

C The advent of t}le Jews to Smith Hill was perllaps t}le

major exterior factor in the shifting demographics of Sniit]1

Hill in the early parr. of the twentieth ce~~tury. The first

Jewish ghetto, at the eastern end of Chalkstonc Aver~ue around

Lopez, Kane, and Rebecca streets, was formed in an older,

poorer section of Smith Hill near the railroad tracks and

Moshassuck River industry. The Irish who had settled in

this area beginning in the 1840s were already moving to more

~ comfortable dwellings fart}ier west on Smith Hil.l as t}iey

achieved some prosperity and new neigliborhocds developed.

'The Jewish presence in ~he eastern part of Smith ~-Iill

~vas almost immediately reinforced by the creation of several

synagogues. The earliest synagogue in tlie area, an orthodox

Russian congregation which first met in 1875 on Ciiarles Street

and later moved to Canal Stz•eet, was f-ollowed in 1892 by a synagogue

for the Congregation of the Sons of Zion on Orms Street and

a synagogue for the Society of Russian Jei~~s on Cllalkstone Avenue

in 1896. None of tliese early houses of ti~~ors,~ip remain.
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In 1906, the Congregation of the Sons of David, a largely

Russian congregatiorl, c~ccupied the first story of their new

house of ~,~orsliip at 24 Do~iglas Avenue. The building ~aas

enlarged in 1912, and the superstructure ~aas finally completed

in 1920. 'fhis buil.ding is the only remaining testimony of

the once large Jewisri community in the eastern part of

,.~ Smith Hill.

~

The Armenians, like the Jews, emigrated because of

changing political situations. After 1890 Armenia experieilced

oppression at the hands of the Turks, and the Turlcish

domination of the country forced many A.rmenians to flee their

liomeland.

By the late nineteenth century a small Armenian community~

existed in Providence which attracted these refugees. Many

C Armenians settled in the eastern part of Smitli Hill in t}le many

small d~,~ellings available for low rent a].ong Orms Street and

Douglas Avenu~. The clustering of Armenians in this area

created the nucleus of the tlrmenian community that remains

today on Smith Hill.

'I'}le ra.pid growth and consolidation of the Armenian community

is exemplified by the growtli of the Armenian church on Smith

Hill. For the Armenian immigrants, tlie cl~urch was the only

institution t}iat remained to perpAtuate the Armenian culture

after the Turkisll invasion and the subsec~uent evacuation of

the country. Thus, as the numbers of Armenians grew, the need
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for a place to worsliip and a commu.iiity center became acute.

In 1912, the Armenian coiigregation was able to purchase the

facilities of the Jefferson Street Baptist Cliurch, whicll

was consecrated as SS Sahag and Mesrob Armenian Apostolic

Church the following year. The Armenians tlius gained a

permaiient footliold on Smith f~ill.

The expanding Irish population combi.ied with the large

~' numbers of Jewisli and Armenian immigrants to create a large

demand for additional housing on Smith Hill. tilrhile the

second wave of immigrants geilerally settled in the eastern

portion of. Smit}i I-~ill in older, cramped dwc.11ings, this

housing stock was not surficient to accommodate the large

nwnbers which came to Sr~lith Hill. Further, the expanding

indigeiZous popula.tion created a dema.nd for more comfortable

housing away from the less congested eastern end of Smith

~1' Hill. The housing shortage was met by tl~e opening of two

large plats of land for housing development and the construction

of a liei+~ type of dwelliag, the three decker.

The two plats of. land are the last and iaesternmost areas

opened for de>>elopment on Smith Hi11. The Mason and Okie

plat was divided into house lots ~vhich were first offered for

sale in 1887. Bounded by Cl~alksto~le Avenue, Pleasant Valley

Park~aay, ~~alley Street, and Zoiie Street, the area was divided

by two parallel north-south axes, Ayrault and Felix streets.
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Frank IUaterman surveyed and platted t;~e last remaining portion

of the Pinckney Fa~•m into ]zouse lots in 1905. This tract

comprised the land south of Orms Street, west of the inter-

section of Orms and Smitl~ str.eets, and nortli of Oki.e Str.eet.

Both of these areas soon fill.ed wii.h multiple-fam~ly dwellings.

The three-decker dwelling, a three-story building with

~ one apartment to eacli rloor, proliferat.ed on Sm~.tli I~ill as

~aell as other lower- and middle-class sections of Providence

beginning in the 1890s. titlhile the detailing of the tllree-

decker followed somewhat the stylistic vagari_es of local

architectural trends over the course of its popularity -- wllich

lasted into the 1930s -- the basic form of t}ie three decker

under~aent little change, for the three-decker is a builcling

type rather than a particulai style of residential archi.tecture.

~ In pl.an, the building follows the format established by t}le

earliest multiple-family diaelling, the two-and-a-half.-story

dwelling with side-]zall. plan and two parallel ro~,ts of raoms

along the lengtl: of the building. lai~hin thi.s basic format,

the greatest amount of variety was ac}iieved iii size, ranging

from two- to four-bedroom apari.ments.

~t~}Zi1e t11e three decker ~~Tas almost t)le only type of

d~velling built on the newly opened ~~lats of land -- the Afason

and Okie plat, the Pinckney Farm plat -- it was by no means

limited to t}lese areas. Formerly undeveloped ].ots in more

established neighborhoods w~re filled with three-deckers --
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sometimes t~vo to a lot -- during t}iis pericd. Thus, were

numerous three-dec;<ers built on remaining lots on Goddard

and Bernon streets -- part of the Alle~i Estate first opened

in 1847 -- and, in the 192.Os, on the lotc li~ling both sides ~

of Oakland Avenue part of the Oaklands estate plat of 1871. ~

The construction of three deckers was almost entirely

C limited to speculative builders wlio erected large numbers of

C

them in concentrated areas. 1'his particular approach to

real estate development produced rows of identical three-

deckers througliout Smith Hill.
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VI. STATE GOVERNI~9ENT CEP~TFR 1890 -

The physical complexiorl of the southeast :.orner of Smith

Hill changed drastically in the 1890s. 1Vhile close to the

central business district, Smitli Hill ]iad ali~ays been separated

from do~anto~an, first by t}ie Great Salt Cover and later by the

Cove Basin and Union Station complex. The decision by thc City

C of Providence in the 1880s to fill the Cove Basiii, to create

retaining walls for the A4osliassuck and l~'oo~lasquaiucket Rivei-s,

and to construct a:iew Union. Station on an artificial knoll

on the site of tlle Cove Basin not only improved the downtown,

but also provided improved access from downtown to Smith Hill

through the Francis and Gaspee Street underpasses. ~9hile

this change could have resulted in the norteril expansion of

the centra.l business districi., plans by the State of FZhode

~ Island pre-empted future land use.

By the end of the nineteenth century, thc OId State

House at 150 ~enefit Street had become too smai.l to accommodate

the state government. In 1891, the General. AssemUly appointed

a commi.ssion to choose a site and provide plans for a new

State ~Iouse. Follot,ring tlle recommendation of the Publ.ic Park

Association, the committee selected a sixteen-acre site at

tlle crest of Smith Hill opposite St. Patrick's Church, over-

looking downto~vn Providence. The folloiaing year tlle State House

Commission held a competitio~l among prominent local and
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and nationally kno~,n architects for the design of the new capitol

and selected the plans submitted by hicKim, Ttead and White

of New York. Construction on the whi.te marnlc, Beaux-Arts

edifice was begun iii 1896 and compleced in 19Q1.

Soon after construction had begun on t}ie State House, the

state demolished the old prisonz which served intermittcntly
~~.~ ~~ec~

C as a boarding house since facilities~ moved to Cransto~l

in 1878, to provide enlarged quarters for the Rhode Isla~id

Normal School at the corncr of Francis and Gaspee streetse

The large terra-coL-ta-and-brick structure, clesigned by the

Providence architectural fi.rm of hlartiil and Hall, was completed

in 1898. The Rhode Island Normal School facilities were enlarged

in 1928 by the construction of a second bt~iiding, at right

angl.e~to the first, which still houses educat:ion facilities

~ for the state. Rhode Island h'ormal School, no~a Rlzode Island

College, moved ~o new facilities off Aiotznt Pleasant Avenue in

the 1960s, vacatino tl~is complex. T}Ie original structure

now houses the ~'amily Court.

The continuing growth of state governm~nt bureaucracy in

the twentieth century produced further chanbes in this

eastern portion of Smith Hill. The State Ilouse had become cramped

by the early 1920s, and the General Assembly voted in 1924

to purchasc the Smith Estate in order to build an adjunct

o£fice for the State House. Completed in 1923, the brick Georgian

Revival State Office Bui_lding iaas designed by tlle Provi.deilce
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architectural firm of Jackson, Robertsori and Adams. A western

wing was aclded in 1935 ta provide additioi~al space.

By the 1960s~ tlie state again fowid itself short of

sufficient office space, and a master plan f.or the future

development of Smith Hill as a governmeni: center proposed

the demolition of the State Office Building and the construction

C of a complex of fi~re identical buildings, constructed on an

axis north of tlze State Iiouse. This consolidatioii of state

agencies was iiiaugurated by t}ie construction of the health

building in the early 1970s. Expansion of t11e complex is

scheduled to occur as land becomes alrailabl~ and reseurces

allow.

C
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VII. UR~nN DECAY, 1930-1970

By 1920 Smith Hill reached its peak. Most of the land

in the area was occupied, though buildin~ continued through

the decade, fillin~; remaining undeveloped areas, especially

along the western edge of Smith ~~ill. The population k~as

dense, and most of ihe buildings were occu~ied by thriving,

~j if not wealthy, citizens. A dynamic neighbor.11ood equilibri_um

was well established, and, as a resu].t, Smith Hill ~~~as an active,

attractive residential neighborhood. The seconci wave of

immigrati.oli,. be~un in the 1890s, changed sonewllat the

ethnic composition of Smith Hill, but the area still remained

lleavily Irish s with several pockets of other ethnic ~roups, F'~"f~~~~

the Jews and Armeiiians, in tlie eastern half of the area.

C
Industry was firmly established a]oiig the 1~9oshassuck

and Woonasquatucket Rivers. Older companies canti.nued to

expand both production and physical plants, ernploying large

niimbers of residents on Smith Hill. Fcmaining vacant land in

these industrial carrido.rs attracted other industries to

Smitli Hill. The A4ercha~lts Freezing ar_d Cold Storage ~Varehouse

Company, which moved into facilities on Harris Avenue in 1894,

had expanded by 1920 to over three million sc~uare feet of storage

space. In 1928, the large produce niarket was constructed on

Harris Aventie, consolidati.ng for tlie first time in onc. building

a ccntral marketplace for ~aholesale of produce to local

distributors. Congdon and Carpenter, the oldest metal working
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firm in Providence (establi.shed in 1792) moved into new

facilities on Promenade Street in 1930. The last major plant

ili the area, the Coca Cola Bot-tling Plan~, was constructed at

the corner of Valley Street ar.d Pleasant Vallcy Parkway in

1939; this complex allowed a greatly expanded operatio~l

from the earlier bottling plant at 477 Smith Str•eet, built in

1920.

Domestic construction on Smith ilill. after 1920 was limited

almost exclusively to three-deckers. Vacant lots on otherwi.se

densely built streets were the recipients of some three-d~ckers,

but several streets along the western part of Smith Hill filled

with thi-ee - deckers built in L-lie 1920s, such as I2ichter Street,

developed by h4ax J. Ricl~ter in 1925; Sparrow Street, developed

by Richter an.d Aiini.c and I,otzis M. Volpc in 1925; and Oa}:land

~~ Avenue.

Several ma~or institutional building pro~ects were begu~l

in the late 1920s. The Masons began censtruction of a ne~~

temple on Park Street in 1928. Tlie lar.ge Beaux-Arts structure,

designed by Osgood and Osgood, was barel~~ begun ~4~hen the project

became financially unfeasit~le, and construciion ceased. in 1929.

The structure iaas acauired by the State in the 19~Os and
A

converted to use as Veterans' Memorial Auditorium by Oresto

Di Saia. St. Patrick's School had out~rown its facilities

constructed in t1~e 1870s by the mid-1920s; the c}it~rch purchaseci

tl~e Jones lot, at the corner Of Sillltll and Calverly Streets,

and opened the present school buildi.ng in 1927.
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The most architecturally impressive str.ucture erected

on Smitll Hill in the 1.920s -- and per}iaps the finest example

of t~aentieth-century ecclesiastical architecture in Provi.de~lce --

is the Gloria Dei Lut)~eran C}lurc}l. T}Ze p7.an of the churc}Z

~~Tas prepared by th.e Providence architectural firm of Jackson,

Robertson alld Adams, and the scheme for the superstructure,

desigiied in a Scandiiiavian Art Deco style, was provided b~-

C Martin Hedwig.

The first signs of ciecline on Smith Hill t~jere broughL oTl

by the Great Depression of t}ie 1930s. Because of tlle large

number of. factory ~aorkers l.iving in tlle ar.ea, Smith Hi11 was

one of the neiglzborhoods most hea~~ily effected by layoffs:

a 1939 study s}lowed that Smith Hill had tne second l~~i~hest

rate of families per tllousand on relief duri.ng the depression.

C By 1940, seventeen percent of the dwellings on Smith }-Iill

~aere vacant.

In spite of th~ booming wariir~e econcmy iri tlie eaxly 1940s,

Smitli ~iill continued its decline in the post-war years. The

prosperity of the 1940s provided tlle means for manv families

to move to more comfortable, newer d~velli.ilgs i~Z less congested

parts of Providence or in suhurUan areas such as Cranston,

Jo}inston, lt~ar~aick, or North Providence. This fliglit to the

suburt~s was aUetted by the Prevalence ot automobile ownership

a~r,ong most of the population and the incre~ S1I7~ avail.abilit~~

of employment as compailies moved to ~aore modern facilities a~Ja~~

from the center of Proviaence.

-47-



Urban rene~aal efforts, begun on 5mic}1 }~ill in the 1940s,

changed t31e character of tlie Smith Hill nieghborhood, but

failed to reverse the ~eneral. decline of the area. T}~e C}iad

Brown I-Iousing Project, begun in 1942 and augmeated by t}ie

Admiral Terrace Project in 1951, rapicily succumbed to tl~e

problems of most housin~ projects, arld by the late 1960s

represented a more decayed environment than the surrounding

C neighborhoods. Tlle West River Redevelopment Project of

tlie late 1950s cleared sixty acres of land o.f five ]~undreci

ten buildings and displaced almost three htindred fifty

Families to housing elsew3lere -- genera?ly not to housing on

Smith IIill. The industrial park created on tlle site, while

bordering on the Smith Hill neighborhoad, is i.solated in space

and cl~a-racter from the residential Smith Hill neight~orhood;

though soine Smith Hill residents work in tnese facilities,

C employees come from all parts of Providence aild surrounding towns.

The industrial move to tlle suburbs most significantly

affected Smith I-lill in tlle 1960s when Brown aiid Sharpe,

Nicholson File, and American Scre~1 at~andoned their lar~e plants

in the area. Many of their employees w}-~o had lived on Smith

Hill also moved to t}le suhurbs, thus furthering the decline

of Smith 1-Iill.

The coiistruct.ion of Interstate l~ightiaay 95 thi•ou~h thc

heart of Smith tiill not only necessi.tated the demolition of

some of the finest remaini.ng examples of. nineteenth-century
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architecture on Smitli I~ill, but also separated St. 1'atrick's

Church from much uf its parish. The isolation of the Smith

I-Iill Plat of 1830, the area of earli.est settlement, from the

rest of the neighborhood similarly contributed to its abandonmen.t

and eventual decline as a residcntial area.

Stripped of major sot~rces of employmei~t,~ dividecl by an

interstate high~aay, and erodec~~y tzrUan rer.ewal, Smitll Iiill
C

had la_ttle positive prognosis in 1970.

~
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VII. R~TUItN TO 'I'I-IE INN};12 CI'I'Y, 1970-

In. spite of the adverse conditi.ons the neighborhood

faced i_n t}~e laie 1960s and ~arly 1~70s, Smir.h I-Iill has

begun to recover from its long dec].ine. Several factors

have aided the renascence of Smitli f-fill in recent years.

In 1970 a group of Smith Fiill resideaits and Uusiriessmen

C la}io had been meeting inform~lly to discuss the future of Smith

Hill formed the Capitol Hill Interact~.o11 Council (CtI1C), a

non-profit organization dedicated to the revii:alization of the

Smi~h Hill nei~hborizood. In the seven years since the estab-

lishment of C[~1C, the organization has gro~,Tn from a few members

to many residents of Smitli }~i11.. Ci;IC's activities have

increased to include weekly neighborhood luncheons, a food

cooperative, a craft s11op, neighborhood festivals, and -- most

C recent].y -- a lieighborl~ood improvemeiit program, Project

SHURE (Smith F~ill Urban F.evitalization Effort), designed to

help neigiiborhood residents to restore or re1-~abilita~e the

existing buildi.iig stock and to improve the visual at~al~ty of

the niegliborhood.

This key "grass-roots" effort has gorLe hand-in-hand ~aith

the return of residents to Smi.th Hi.11. Perhaps tlie prime

attraction of Smith I-iill today is the reorganized St. Patrick;s

parisli. In 1971 Bishop AfcVinney }lad agreed to t}ie ci•eation of

a Pentecostal parish -- this spi.ritual n~ovement begaTi at
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Duquesne ilniversity in 1967 and has si.»ce spread ral~~idly --

in Providence. St. Patr:ick's Church was selected and placed

in the hands of the present clergy. The thrivin~ ~~'ord of

God Community at St. Pat1-ickT s l~as attx~acted resiclents of

Smith I-lill and, more sig~iificantly, has brought new famil.ies

into the area to become a par.t oi the grow~.ng religious

community.

C Opportunities for nearby work ha~Te increased witll tl~e

recycling of the Brown and Sllarpe coniplex as t}ie Capitol

Industrial Center, a complex of several state agencies and

private businesses.

The complexion of Smit;i Hill }ias c}la~lged coilsiderably

with th.e recent resurgence of the neigliborhood. Tlle various

activities in the arca attract a broad specti-wn of t.~e

C }?opulatioiZ, giving Smith I-Iill a more multifariaus nature than

before, but retain~.n~ a concern for the neighborhood that.

originally made Smith Hill a thriving residential center.
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VIII. SUMr1ARY AND RLCQMA-iT:\UATIONS

Smith Hill today i.s a largely coh~sive neighborhood tliat

reflects its rapid growth as a working class neighborhood

between 1860 and 1920. {~'hi.1e the decline or tlle area lietween

1.920 and 1970 resulted i~l the decay, abandoriment, and eventual

demolition of a number of buildings in the area, most of the

C
neig}ibo~liood remains intact, witll many survivin~ structures

little altered.

The eastern portion of Smith Hill, dominated by the

state government buildi.ngs and separated from tlie rest of the

area Uy I-95, has become almost a separate entity from the

rest of Smith I-Iill residelltiaJ_ Tieighborllood. Its course of

development will continue to diverge irom tl~at of the remaining

part of Smith Hill.

~
~'

The core of Smith Hil.l is rapidl.y approaclling an.

eQuilihrium as a residential neighborhood. 1dhile both social

and ~Tisual problems still exist, the reneH~ed influx of

residents and the efforts of C~IIC portend a brightened future

for Smith Hill.

Tl~e industrial corriclors along the ;~9oshassuck and

h'oonasquatucket Rivers continue to t}irive, partially in

rehabi.litatcd uses. The redevelopme~lt of tlie titi'est River area

and t:lie A4osliassuck Sqtiare section lias brou~ht ne►a activity into

tl~ese once deca~~ed areas. Rusi.iless and indtistrial activity
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along the lti'ouna.squattzcket River noi,i mitigates the effects of

departure of Iarge industrial concerns from tlie area.

A preservation I~lail f.or Smit}i Hill should account for

these sections of the neighborhood as d~.stinct entities, and

any goals for Smith Iii:11 should be set wi.th long-term laizd-

use potezt~_als of eac}i area in mi.nd.

`/ The following recommendati.ons are presented, based

on the premise that broad-based community participation.

along ~~~ith energetic muni.cipal coordination and direction

are necessary to implement an effective neighborhood

conservation program. The current renewal of Smith Hill

as a viabl.e residential nei~hbor}~iood h~~s begun througll the

involvement of area resiclents. Agcnci~s exist at the local,

state, and federal levels wliich can assist in various

C capacities, but contir~uing success in the revital~zation

o£ Smith I~ill can only be accomplished t}irough co~ltinued

iniative and determination.

l. ~ducation. The s~zccessful i.mplementati.o:1 of. any

neighbornood pi-eservation program clepends upon

the residents' awareness of. their cultural and

architectural heritage. Several types of educa-

tional. methocls are readily availabl.e to Smith ~Iill.
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A. An exhibition of Smith Hil.l historical documents,

artifacts, and old photograplis coulci be mounted in

one of the neighborhood centers.

B. An area wit-h as many life-long resi.dents as Smith

Hill offers many fcrtile sources of oral histor.y.

Older members of the community could be called upon

C
to relate stories of Smit1~ IIi.11. A compilation of

these reminiscences ~vould provide a~aealtll of material

useful for studeiits of Smith Iiill history.

C. titi'alking tours through Smith I-Iill, spon~ored by

local organizatioris, could emphasize local history

and development.

D. The marker progra;n of the Pr.ovidence 1'reservat.ion

Society, funded b}~ a grant from t}~e Commt~n~_ty

~ Development Act, lias recently expwnded to include

Smith I-ii11. Increased publici.ty of this pragram

could raise the a~aareness of residents with rep,ard

to building types in tl:e area and their proper

restoration and maintenanc:e.

E. Articles on the liistory of Smith ~Iil]., culled from

area resi.dents and histories of thi_s area could be

published in Sr~iith IIil.l ne~,lpapers, suc}1 as tlle

Capi.tol Letter..

P. Neigllborl~ood festivals, already a part of Smitli ~iill

lifc, could be or~anized around historic.al. themes.
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2. Protection. Structures HTith importaiit historical or

architectural. associations shauid be listed on t}~e

National Register of Historic Places (See Appendix ~).

F,ntry on the Nai:ional Registex affords limited pro-

tection to liistoric properties from potei~tially

damaging or disruptive federally funded projects.

C
Further, properties on the National Register --

individually, as part of a distric~t, as part of a

tliematic or mul.tipl.e resot.irce nomina~i~ion -- are

eligible for SO-50 matching restoration grants

(See Appen dix F).

3. Preservation. Re-use, restoration, and rel~abilita-

tion efforts on Smith ~~ill should be encouraged.

Care should he taken to maintai.n the existing context

of the historical fabric of t}ie several distinct

C area en Smith I-lill.

A. The state government center east of I-95 should

be mai.ntained and further developed. Expansion

of governrnent agencies anc~ cta.te properties i~i

this area is ine>>itable, and thoughtful planning

could i.ncrcase the vis~.~al appeal of this area.

1. State-ow~ied buildi_ngs ivithin t}Ze gover~lmeilt-

center area and outsi:ie of tlie r~aster-pla;i

arca s}iould be studied thoroug}ily to determine

the i'easibility of tlleir reliabilitation for

ne~a use. Ma~1y of tllese buildings merit appro-

pi•iaie re-use and could provide additional ;

space at a fracti.on o~ ~hc cost of new



constrtaction.

2. Tlie rede~~el.opment of the are~~ ilorth of Smith

Strect, as proposed in fihe Srni~.h Ili.11

Governm~nt Center master plan, could greatly

improvc ihe visual c{uality o~ the area and

noticeably facilitate traffic flo~tiT aild

C government efficiency. `Tne master plan, as

proposed, provides a scheme suitable to the

topo~ra~lly and sympatlietic to the r~ajor

monument, the State ~~ouse, in the area.

The first new buildi~ig in this complex, the

Hea.lth Services I~uilding, is compatible in ~

i
scale and sheathing, but its visual quality <

falls far. sllort of tllat oi the State I-iouse.

C Future development should occur only after

more st.ringent clesi~n review, anci nc;a build-

ings should be bettei- related to tl~e State

I~ouse.

TIie acquisiti.on of property on Smith IIil.]_

will include several hanclsome mi.d-nineteenth

ceiltury dwelli.ngs. ~s tlie si,ate acc~uires

this property, however, careful planning

should make use of these i~ine remaining

examples of nineteenth-ceiltury architecture.

lti'hi.le the master plan precl udes ~thcir use in

situ, these btiildir.gs sh~uld be sympatheticallv
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recycled until future state building

~lecessitates their remo~~~al. At tliat ~ime,

suitable sites, pre.ferably on Smith ~iill,

should be found for thcir relocation.

3. 1'he area south of ihe State I~ouse lawn --

no~,i used ior long-term parkin~ -- shoul_d be

visua]ly improved as a more suitable area. for

C the government center. Landscaping of. this

area, for example, could significantly im-

prove its visual impact at li.ttle expenc.e.

4. Improved landscaping ~aould also improve the

visual quality of tlle former Rhode Island

College sitc, now usecl by the Fami]_y Coui•t

ancl the University of Rhode Island Extension

Division.

C B. T}~e industrial corridor along the lVooiiasquatucket

River deser.ves furtller plailning study. As a

major traf~ic corridor fro~n d~iantol,~n Providencc

to the west, the area could Uc more effectively

used, especially after the opening o~ the DeaTi

Street Connector to Pleasai~t Valley Park~aay.

Improved traffi.c fl.ow and lanciscaping or the

It~oorlasquatucket River bed ~oould greatly benefit

this area.
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C. Continuing ~~ehabil:i_tation of the Moshassuck Square

Historic district sliould em}~hasize the particular

role of this area in Provi.dcnce's history. The

creation of. the Roger l~rilliams I-Iamestead Park and re-

cycling of the exta~lt mill buildings laill not only

visually improve this area, but also create an

effective linlc between Smitli I-Iill aiid t}ie ~ast Si.de.
n
U D. The residential nezghbor}lood with its major commercial-

zone axes i.s the largest part of Smith Hill and most

strongly links the neighborhood ~~ith its past.

Private resioration anci rehabilitatio~i efforts should

be encoura.~ed to preserve the best aspects of the

neigliLorllood and to impro~Te the built enviroiiment.

1. k'orkshops for neig}iborhood property o~aners sllc~uld

be sponsoxed by community agencies and preservation

C organizations -- such as the Smitli F~ill Urba~l

Revitalization Effort (SIIUR~) to sti~nulate

rehabiliiation aizd restoration projects and to

coordinate efforts witlzin the neig}iborhood. These

works}iops could be extremely effective if

participants incl.uded representatives of t}ie man;~

sucli or~anizatiolls that exist throu~hot~t Providence,

such as the Providence Preservation Socier.y, the

Elm~~~ood Foundation, People Actin~ through Conuntznity

Effort. (P/1C~) , Stop tiVasting 1lbaiidor.ed Property (S~VAP) ,
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the Nartll l3enefit Street tlssociation, the Pox

Point Associ.ation, and ot}ler ~roups w}iich have had

similai• r.ehabilitation anci restaratiori experience.

2. Area r.esidents and businessmen sllould take

adva.ntage of low-cosi. rehabilitation loans and grants

for residential property and storefronts avai_la.ble

throug}i provisions of the }-(ousing and Commuility

^ Development Act of 1974.
U

3. Basic Gu.idelines for tlle Re}labilitation of fii.storic

Property, an outli~ie of basic concepts for the

preservat~_on of ]iistoric proper~y tlirougli reliabilitation

prepared by the Offi.ce of Arclieology and Historic

Preservation, National Park Service, Department

of the I:nterior, sliould be used i.n rehabilitation

projects, and a reliabili~ation and x~estoration

~ reference library readily available within the

neighborhood should be assenbled.

4. Residents of Smit}1 Hill sholzld be encouraged, ~,rhenever

possible, to use the Tax Reform Act of 1976, which

contains important new tax incentives for preserving

commercial properties -- i.e., rant-producinb

properties -- that qualif.y as certified historic

stri.~ctures, which are defi.ned as depreciable

structures (].) listed on the National Register of

I~istoric Places, (2) located in a National Register

District anci certif.i.ed by the Secreta~-y of the

-58-



Interior as being of }iistorical significance to

the dis~rict, or ~3) located in a local historically

zoned district certified by the Secretary of the

Interior to be controlled b~~ desi.gn revie~~l

procedures which will substantially acliieve tlie

purpose of preserving aiid rehabilitating Uuildings

of historical significance. Specific details of

~ the Ta:c Reform Act of 1976 can Le obtained fro;n

a tax analyst or the Rhode Island ~Iistorical

Preservati.on Commission.

S. Smith Hill reside~lts sliould initiate a street

improvement-and-beautification probrani consisting

of appropriate and attracti~Tc signs, lighti.ng,

planting a.nd paving materials, and street furniturc

as a means of enhancing nei~hborhood rehabilitation

~ eff_orts.
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APPENDIX A: TI-iE 1~ATIONAL P.EGISTER OF HISTOP.IC PLACES

The National P.Ngister of Historic Places is a record

maintained by the t~iational Park Service, United States

Department of the In~erior, of structu-res, sites, areas, and

objects significant in 1lmericail history, arcllitccture,

arcl~aeology, and cul.ture. It is the offi.cial inveiltor.y of t}ie

~ nation's cultural and historic resources which are worthy of

preservation. Natio»al Historic Landmarl:s, the nation's most

historically important Luildings and sites, are included in

the National Register of ~iistori.c Places, as are ot}ier properties

of national, state, and local significance nominated by the

states and approved Uy the National Park Service. The

National Register is also the legal instrument by which

rcgistered properties threatened by feclerally assisted

C
undertakings are ensured revie~~. Listing in the National

Register is, in addition, a primary prerec~uisite for gran.ts-

in-aid administered by the Rliode Island 1-~istorical. Preservation

Conunission (Appendix B) .

T~ao individual buildiilgs and one district on Smit}~ Hil.l

are already entered on the National Rebister: 'I'}le Eselc

Hopkins liouse at 97 .Admiral Street, t}ie P.lzode Island State

!-~ouse at 130 Smit}1 Stxeet, and t:~e riosllassuck Square Historic

llistrict.

To £acilitate inclusion of othcr }iistoi-ic properties on

S~~~it}i ]-lill on tl~e National Register, a ~•tultiple Resource
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nomination should be ~~repared for Smitli Hill. A Multiple Resource

nomination is one titi~hich includes all or a defined portion of

the hisi.oric resources iclentified i~~. a specific geographical

area, such as Smith Hil].. For the purposes of the Tax

Reform /1ct (See Recommendation) and. ~~~ir.h the exception of

properties ~Titllili historic districts located in a Multiple

P.esource Area, properties listed i~l a Nultiple Resource Area

C will be considered to be individually listed in tlie Nati.ional

Register.

The following properties on Sr~ith FIill should be considered

for nomi~lation:

1. The Ch.all<stone, Pekin, Douglas, and Cardacc Street Historic

District, 1872 et seq. including the hol.~ses bounded by

the streets.

2. Andrew Dickhaut Cottages District, 1883, 115-141 Bath Street.

~ 3. Mowry-Nicholson House, 1856 et seq., 57 T3rowncll Street.

4. Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 1928,.15 Hayes Street.

5. Nelson C. Northrup House, 1853, 17 Jefferson Street.

6. Jefferson Street Baptist Church (SS. Sai►ag and Tlesrob

Arme~lian Apostolic Church) 18G8 f 1912, 63 Je~f.erson Street.

7. Elizabeth T. Bro~anell I-Iousey 1855, 44 Je~aett Street.

8. Bro~an and S}~arpe Complex, 1870 et seq., Promenade Street.

9. Charles Lowl~r House, 1F~2, 581 Smiih Street.

10. Smit}i Street Primary School, 1885, 396 Smitli Street.

11. Oakland Avenue I-Iistoric District, includin~ Oaklancl Avenue,

~'emUroke Street, and the conllecting block at ~aston Street.
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].2. Christopher podge I-louse, 1858, 11 iVest ]'ark Street.

13. D9ercl~ants Cold Stora~e 13uiJ.ding, 1894, et seq. ,

65 Harris Avenue.

~

~
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APPENDlX B: GRANT-IN-AID PROGRAM

Since 1971 the Rfiocie Island Historicai Preservation Commis-
sion has been able to a~l~ard 'IfL~/ ~P.rCB!lt matck~ing grants for the
restora:ion or accauisition o? ;~roperties listed on the ~!ationaf Reg-
ister of Historic Places. Fed~ral legislation is ne~v pending to establish
a S150 million National Historic Preservation Fund ar,d this could
make ti~e 1977 Grant Proc~rai7~ signiiicantly larc~er than in previous
years. To date alrliost 100 c3rants h~ve b~.:.'en awarci~ci to municiE~al
governrnents, loca! historical societ~es, comrnunity or,anizations,
the State of Rho~e Island, and E~rivate individu~ls for ~rojects
throuclnout the stat2. Thes2 grants hUve generally ranced in size
from S1,000 to S50,000 with the grante~ providing an equal a-
moun:. Grantees also bene{i; from t!-,e expertise of restoration nro-
Tessionals vdorlcing on ~ne staTf of the Preservation Commission.

Ai~owa,~!e work !.~nu~r t~,is ~~royram include~ ex,ericr and i~-
terio~ rPstoration, struc;~~; al reE~airs, i~~st4ll~ilOfl Of Uj)(jcl?I'1(} OT UIII-

ity sys~ems, architectural f~es, a~cha~ology, !~istorical research, and
the installation or protective systems. \~ew constr~,ction, fiirnish-
ings, and modern landscaping are not allowat~le costs. To ensure ar
accurate restoration ~nd ~vork of higii quality, an architect must be
2r.qag2d to prepare plans and s,r,ec~fications and to supervise ;~roj2ct
~~~ork. The selection of paint and mortar colors must be based on
f~istorical a~ial~;~sis and a{~proved by tl~e Preservation Commission.
Due to the hien stG~dards of the ~atic~~al Park Service anci the added
cost of older bui!ding ma:erials and methcds, this pror.,rarn sometimes
increases :he tota! cost of tne project. Applicants should therefore be
int~~ested in ob;~inin~ proTessionai guidance from tfie Preservation
Comrnission fer their pre;ec.t as ~~~e~l as ;inancial assistance.

An easement designed to protect the property after project
completion and ensure its continuing pubiic bene~it must be siyned
by the owner. This agreement is for a rrinimum o( twenty years and
requires the owner to main;ain the buiiding and grounds, make no
alterations without iI1P, DI"10( 2O7rOVc~I of the Preservation Commis-
sion, and allow the public to vie~v the property at least twe!ve days a
year. I,~Viien the grant does not involve intericr restoration, thes2 re-
strictions apply only to the exterior of the building.

Matching funds can come frorn any non-federal source, from
tne Housing and Community Development Act of 1974, and ir, the
*or~n oi donated services, real ~roperty, or equipment. Grant ap-
plicants are urged to submit requests for the maximum amount for

~r✓hich tl~ey have rr.atching capability. This wili er,abie Rhode Island
to secure a large apportionment of yrant funds from tiic federal
government, and, as the amount of the grant a~var~ ~~ ~reauently a
percertage of the app;icant's request, ~vill heip the a~;~iicant ootain
a larger grant.

Tf~e aeadline for the sul~mission of anplications ~o ;he Preserva-
tion Cor~mission is May lst. All of the pro,~osed ;~~c;ects v~:ill be
carefully rev~ewed, and wi~er. the fJation~l Fark Service informs
Rf~cde Island of its fiscal approE~riation, the annual grant awards will
he ~~nrouncecJ by the Commission. This usuaily occurs in Decem;~er.
Grant recipien[s ~•vill then have four months to prepare nlans and
specifications for revie~v uy tlie National Park Service. 'dViien the Parl<
5ervice I~as a;~E~rcvec) th~is rnaterial, grant2es will f~ave on2 year to com-
~~lete the ~~roject work.

For further inform~tion zk~cut tr~e Grant-in-Aid Proc;am, a{~-
plicants sfiould cail (277-2G78) or write the Rhode Isiand Historical
Preservation Commission, 150 Benefit Street, Providence, Rhode
Island, 02903.
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APPENDIX~: l~1ETHODOLOGY

A standarcl survey form, the "Historic Building Da;a Sneet,"

has been prepareci by the RhocJe Island Historical Pr2s~rvation Com-

mission for use throughout the state. Tfiis survey sheet allocates

sections to arcnitectural and his?orical data. Architecturai aspects

covered incl~~de style, condition and remodelino, specific details, and

environmental considera;ions. Tf~e historical cateyories include rele-

vant dat2s, icientification on historic ;naps, sources of early photo-

grapris, bibliogra{~nicaf re?erences, and specific events or individu~ls

with which the pro~~erty is associated. Tne property itself is ident:-

Tied by rr~ap or street number, plat and lot numbers, and o~t~nership.

{n mcst cases, a pho~ograpt~ is attached to each survey sheet.

Architec?ural ratings t~ave been assiraneu on a 0-4 cortinuum.

The hiyhr.st rating, 4, has been reserved for those struct~r~~s d~emed

to be of outstanding importance; tnese t~uilciings are the most siyni ~-

ic4r,t architectural monurnents o~ l'Joonsocket and are, in most in-

stances, key vis~zl landmarks — focal points cef~ning che character of

a specific area. The intermediate ratirys 2 ard 3 cons:itute the bulk
of tne historic fabric or the city. They form an indispensabie setting,

an overall visual context, essential to the outstanding siruc'ures

and sites. The rating 1 desirnates buildings of little intrinsic archite;;

tural value. In many cases, f~o~r~ever, they were deemed good "h~ack-

ground buildings" filling in among the more importan; prorerties.

?he raiing 0 has been assiyned to bui!dings ~~~hich contribute in no

positive manner to this historic fabric. An "?," has been added to

the numerical va!ue of properties deemed important to the fabric

of a neigiiborhood; loss of such a buildirg would result in damage

tu the environment.

Similarly, historical values have been assigned as ~ollows: 0—

no knov,,-n v~lue, 1— local value, 2-- state value, 3— nationa~ value.

The "A" designation has a;so been used here, to denote a structure

which has particular locai significance.

Buildings that have been siynificantly aitered in appearance on

the exterior were assigned lower ratings than were better preserved

structures of the same period; an interior examination m;ght prove

that mar.y of these structurzs are worthy of c higher architectura!

value. Likewise, a later discovery of an important historical fact

might raise the historical rating of properties about which little is

presently known.
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Data from tf~e survey sheets has been transferred io a series of
four maps. One ma~ presents ihe 2ntire city a~ a 1" = 12GU' scale;
all his;eric ~,roperties not locaied in major clus:ers or districts are
indicated on it, and the center of the city ard several other areas are
sho~vn as districts which are presented on the three other maps, each
at a 1" = 100' scale. Every structure within each district is shown
on these detailed maps, alor.g ~vith the address, a code ~or period or
styie, and the architectur~l and historic ra;ings. See samp~e section
or district map rVV-3. These maps make information pertainir.g to .
~Noonsocket's cultural resources readily availa~le for all planning
pu rposes.
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APPF:NDIX D: INVT'NTORY

The follo~vin.g structures and sites on Smith Hi11 are of

architectural, environmental, or historic importance. Each

entry has significance either in itself, by association, or,

in the case of some bui.J.dings, as representative examples of

a common architectu~z•al type.

C Tlle names associated with many buildings are gencrally

the names of. the earlicst known owner or the i~uilder takeri,

for the most part, from deed research.

Entries are listed alphabeticaly by street and then in

numerical order by number. Unless otherwise noted, all

buildings are of wood-frame constructio~i.

~
~ Liste~ i.n tlle National Register

~

*~ Proposed for nomination to the National Register
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**AllMIRAL STREET

Oriental Mill Complex, ca. 1865. 3 storeys,

flank-gable roof, horizontal blocic massing witll

4 2-storey helm-roof totiver on 1,~estern elevation,

brick sheatlling ~ evenly spaced double-liung sasli

windows on each storey, oculus ~ti~indotias in gable

end, modi]_lion rakin~ F~ eaves cornice. Tl1e
~
~ Ori.ental Mill, one of the oldest manufactories

of cottoil clot}i in Providence, was establish~d

by the Reed family ~, later operated by the J. P.

Campbell Co. It5 location away from the rivers

reflects the growi.ng use of steam power after

mid-century.

C



x97 ADr1IRAL STI?E~T

Esek 1lopkins 1-touse. 1756 et seq. Built

by the fir.st Com~nanc~er-in-chief of the Con-

tinental Na~~y as a 1',,-storey gamUrel-roof d~~~ll-

ing. 'I'he liouse grew to its present size in the

ear].y years o£ the nineteenth ccntury with the

addition of the 2-s~orey gable-roof secti.on

G and the 1-storey ell to the soutliwest of the

original structure. Its preseiit state reflects

both the alterations made by Hopkins' descendants

in the 19th century and the 1908 restoration

carried out before the property was deeded

over to the City as a memorial to Hcpkins:

~~



*YALru~ s~~rET

Filled ~dith 2',.-storey, gable-end-to-the-

street, frame ho~zses, this short street was

almost completely developed for ~.nvestment

properties durin~ the mid-180Cs. Thc ]-~ouses

on Alma Street are nearly identical, and in

their genexally unaltered state evince the

~ standard 2-family dwelling t~~pe constructed

when Smith Hill was the most rapidly growing

part of Providence,

~

0



30 ARLINE

Department of Transportati.on Mai.ntenance

Headquarters. 1927. 2 storeys, fla;; roof,

reinforced brick pier-anc3-spandrel wa11 system

with large met.al louvred ~aindo~as. ~uilt Uy

the State of Rliode Islaild for tlle Department of

Transporation, this stx.ucture's design repre-
/1
~~ sents the waxin~ influence of the ma.chine

aesthetic on hrt Deco, a comUination tliat proved

c{uite appropriate to indusLrial buildings.

~



*1 BARI< STREET ~i

Stillma~i lYliite Poundry. 1856 et seq. Built ~

in three phases, this long, narrow brick ~

building corisists of a central, 2-storey, ~
~

gable-roof seci-ion flanked on the north by ~

a 1-storey flat-roof section ar~d on thc south '

by a 2-storey flat roof section; the three

C sections are u~iified by similar brickiaork, ~

fenestration, and corl~elled cornices.

Established in 1856 by Stillman ~~hite, the

foundry remained acti~~c- until 1949 producing

as its specialty t}ie "S. ~Vhite Linin~ Metal."

The building jaas reh~ibilitated in tl~e early

1970s.

C



**115, 117, 119, 123, 125, 127, 129, 131, 133,

137, 141 BA'lI-r STRCET

1~'orkers' Cottages. 1883. Built by Andrew

Di_ckllaut, t}Zese modest 1 z-storey, 3-bay,

side-hall-plan cottages provided adjacency to

the numerous industries growing up along t}ie

C Woonasquatucket river to the soutli and

removal from th~ more cramped neighborhoods

of tenements farther east on Sr.~i.tli Hill. The

Dickhaut Cottagcs represent the larges~t intact

group of small, ~aorkers' dwellin~s extant in

Provid~nce.

~



28-30 BERNON S'J'RrT:T

Chatherina Lynn House. 189G. 2Z-

storeys, cross-gable roof with octagonal

corner turret, 2-storey bay lti~indoiv on

eastern side, 1-storey entrance porch,

tripartite round-head taindoi~s on 2nd aiid

3rd storeys of facade. A~fore elabora~e than

/1
U most multiple-family dwellings, the Lynn

I~ouse ~aas built for occtipation by tlle owner.

C



37 BERNON S'fREET

Joseph Lalcer I-Iouse. ca 1864. 12-storeys,

flank-gable roof, clapboard s}ieatliinK, hooded

center entrance flailked by bracketed bay

windows, xound-}iead recessed panels in corner

pilasters. The Baker House is typical of tlie

modest structures built around mid-century

~ when the area beyond Smitli and Orms streets wasU

~

first divided into house lots.

,



4 2- 60 BlRNON STREI;T

The Andrew Dickl-iaut Heirs Ro~,r. 1891.

2 storeys, flat roof, clapboaY~d-sheaLlied frame

structure, 9 attaclled 4-bay u~lits. Tlze Dickhaut

Heirs Row is unique in Providence multiple-

family housing.

C

~



55 BERNON STREE'I'

Charles G. /lrnold House. 18~9-].855.

lZ storeys, gable roof set end to the street,

irregular ~enestration. This house, built

as an investment property by Arnold, is the

oldest extant house on the Lydia Al1en Dorr

~ Plat o£ 1847.

C\



65 B~RNON S`I'P.EET

Patricl: Shanle}' House. ca. 1560. 2 2

storeys, fl.aring gable roof end tio the street,

frame structure, 3-bay facade, side-hall

plan. Built following tlie most typical 19th-

century plan, the house is distinguished by

its flared roofline, a Lreatment relati_vely

C s c a r c e i n P r o v i d e n c e, b u t o n e c a l c u l a t e d t o

demonstrate Shanl~:,~y's vir-tuosity as a carpenter.

G



19 BROiVNELL ~ S'I'REI;T

Capitol Chambers. ca. 1915. s',,-storcys,

hip roof, stticco sheatliing, ~-Uay facade with

round-]lead fe~lcsrration on lst storey, 1-storey

porches on bot}1 side elevations, bracketed

cornice. Capi_tol Cliambers was built to satisfy

/\ the increasing demand for office sp~ice near

~
the State House.

~



52-54 BROI~INELL

Frederi.c S. Ga~diner House. ca. 1893. 2 2

storeys, cross-~able roof with r.ecessed arch

in gable enci, 2-storey bay w~.ndo~~ una 2-storey

entrance perch on facade belo~-r bracketed

gable overhang.

C

C



n

56-58 BRO~VNELL

Albert A. Boutelle House. 1892. 2i

storeys, cross-ga'ole roof_ with second smaller

projecting gablc on facade, spindle-detailed

entrance porch, diaper-work trim in gable e~lds.

The Boutelle I~ouse is a typical example of

C
Qucen-Anne influenced two-family hotises on

Smith Hill.

C



'~X57 BROINNELL

Mowxy-~Nic}iolson House. 18~5, 1E64,

~877. 2 2 st:oreys, cross-~ab.le roor with shed

dormers and 3'-z-stor.ey tower ~,~it}1 OCL!1L1S windotias,

clapboard ~heathing, large porch on i-rest side

of iirst storey, regularly s~?a~ed fcnestration

includes 'cripar.tite and Palladian windows an

C iacade. Bui]_t by the firm of t~;o~ary and Steere

as William G. R. T4owry's resi_dence, the house

was originalZy a ci~uciform-plan Italia~late

villa. 1Vi11iam T. Nicholson, owner of

Nicholson Fi]_e Company, bouglit the house in

18G5 to bF; closer to h:is i~iills on the ~ti~oonaso~txa.-

tucket Rive -r at Acorn S1:reet. Ne remodeled

the house in 1867 and completed the noxthwest

C addition in 1877.



43-45 CALAIS

Patrick Conway house. 1873. 2z storeys,

flank-gable roof; double house with 6-hay

(A-~-B-B-B-A) iacade and side hall. plans.

Built by Coniaay a teamster, this house, because

of its proximity to Bro~an and Sharpe, was used

by workcrs at that mill in the late nineteenth

~, and early twentieth centuries.

~



51 CA1~iD~N AV~NUE

Charle~ Kc].Zey I?ouse. ca. 1E75. 1 Z

storeys, gable .roof set end to tile street,

2-bay £acade with large bay window s l~ooded

entrance, diamond-pattern jizsa~v cornice,

hood moulds over side and a~tic ~tiindaws.

Built by K~lley, who is listed as a sexton

C in Providence directories, tllis ha.ndsomely

detailed cottage is typical o.% the sm,all

single-family hou~es built on Smith ~lill

in the 1870s.

~

b ' ~
♦ p- .



8 3 CAMDEN

Charles Dowler house. 1867. 2z-storeys,

flank-gable roo£, 3-bay facade, hooded center

entrance, round-head windows on second storey,

dentil ~ornice. This is the first of t~ao

houses built on Smith Hill by Charles Dowler,

a native of Birmingham, England who came to

~ Providence in 1863 to make arms for the Civil

War. More modest than Dowler's second house,

at 581 Smith Street, the Camden Street house

is distinguished by its unusual second-

storey fenestration.

G'



31 CAIJDACE

P~•ovidence ~ublic Library, Smith Hil1

Branch. 1932. ~,lbert Iiarkness, archi.tect.

li-storeys~ hip roof, brick sheathing, cent-ral

entrance pavilion flan}:ed by large bo~,~ windows

on facade. Tiiis buil_ding superseded the i~orth

End Brar~ch of the Publ.i.c ;,ibrary (established

C in 1910), begun under 41ie auspices of the

Nortli End H'orking Girls Club ~, located in rented

Quarters at 49 Orms Street.

~



~

~

32 CANDACE

John T. Reilly I~ouse. 1844. 2; storeys,

gable roof set end to the street, 2-bay facade,

hooded entrance, 2-storey bay windo~,~, diamond-

pattern jigsa~a cornice. Reilly was a cigar-

box maker who rented accommodations for his

family on nearby Bernon Street until he moved

here.



55 CANDACE

John T. Raffercy House. 1877. 2z storeys,

gable roof set end to the street, 2-bay

facade, bracketed hood over e~itrance, bracketed

2-storey bay window, round-head ~~indows in

gable eiid, bracketed raking cornice. Probably

built by Rafierty himself —}ie was a carpenter—

~ the house is typical of two-family dwellings

erected bet~aeen 1874 and 1895.

C



CHAD BRO~ti'N STP.EET

Chad Bro~an-Admiral Terrace Fious~_ng Project.

1941-1942, 1950. I3uilt by the Housing Authority

of the City of Providence, Maximilian Untexasz,

Supervising Architect. 590 units in 2-storey

brick buildings arranged in wide roti~s around

a comr,ion. Built with fedcral funds to provide

~j temporary low-income housing for the poor, the

Chad Brown Project — one of several in Providence —

became a place of last resort for individuals

on fixed in~ome by the late 1950s. The deterior-

ation of the project in the 1960s and 1970s has

led to recent effoi•L-s to refurbish Providence

housing projects: beginning in tlie spring of

1977, a plan to improve conditions in the Chad

~ Broti~n housing project was implemented,

including improvements to existing units and

demolition of many neglected, vandalized units.



491-493 CHALKSTO\'L

Double House built by Prescott 0. Clarke.

1891. 2z storeys, cross-gable roof, symmetrical

arranbement of side porches ~ fenestration,

angled corner win~o~~~s on first storey. Clarke

invested heavily in Smith Hill r.eal estate

to~~Tard the end of the nineteenth century. This

~ house is unique in Smith I~ill, iallicli was filling

rapidly with tenements and 3-deckers by the

1890s.

c



503?-507.2 CIiALY:S'I'O~i~c

Thomas Davis l~ouse. ca. 1850. Divided

into the rectangular structur.e at 507z and the

T-shape dwelling at 5032 Chalkstone when the

area 1~tas platted and filled with tenements in

the 1890s, the ori.ginal Davis House was a

cruciforrn plan, 12-storey Greek Revival house

C
~rith a 3-bay facade, iahich is still intact

on 503? Chalkstone. Davis 9 born in Ki.lkenny,

Ireland in 1806, emigrated to Providence as a

child and was active in state intellecttial and

political life until his death in 1895: he ~,~as

elected as an abolitionist to the United States

House of Representatives in 1852 f, supported

charitable and intellectual activities throughout

his life. His wife, Paulina Wright Davis, was

C
an ardent proponent of women's suffrage, and

her salons, at both this house and the stately

gothic mansion the Davises built in 1869 en

the site of the Veterans' I~ospital, were filled

with intellectual lwninaries, such as Sarah

Helen iVhitman, ~.~ho discussed the vital issues

of the day.



532 CHALKSTON~

Daniel ~ScDuff House, ca. 1867 . 2 Z storeys,

flank gaUle roof, clapboard sheathing, 5-bay

facade witli trabeated central entrance witli

side lights. hicUu£f, listed as a laborer in

Providence directories, bought tl,To lots af

the A. C. Smiih Plat in 1858, but did not com-

~j plete his house until 1867.

~



543 CHALKSTONL

Smith Hi11 Market. 1922. 1 storey, flat

roof, original storefronts, modillion cornice,

This building is typical of the once many

structures that housed small nei~hborhood

businesses.

CC

~



551-553 CHALKST'GNL

Erastus N. Steere House. 1.856. 22 storeys,

cross-gable roof, stucco sheathing, twentieth-

century storefror.t on first storey, regularly •

spaced trabeated iaindows on second and attic

storeys, modillion raking and eaves cornice.

Built by oile of t}Ze most important mid-nineteenth

~, century speculative developers on Smith Hill, the

Steere ~iouse was the first dwelling erected on

the 1856 Hardenburg Purchase Plat, which included

Camden Avenue, Danforth Street, and Charlotte

Street (now closed.)

/1
U



619 CHALKSTON~

United Presbryterian Cliurcli. 18~5. Late

Victorian Rornanesque structLre of bri.ck and

stone with slate trim, steep gable roof set

end to the street, round head windocas, corner

tower with arcaded belfry. Located here to

serve the rapidly increasing population at the

~ western edge of Smith Hill and beyond, the

United Presbryterian Church continues to play an

active role in SmiL-h Hill comm~aniLy affairs,

through such agencies as its senior citizens

programs.

~



660-662 CHALKSTON~

Elisee .J. BourneLif House . 1891.. 2 Z

storeys, cross-gable roof, 2-bay facade with

2-storey bay "coffin" tiaindow and double entrance

under 1-stoxey porcli, modillion cornice. Bourneuf

built this 2-family lzouse, typical of those on

this part of Chalkstone Avenue, soon after house

~ lots were first offered for salc in the 1887

~\

~

Mason and Okie Plat, which incJ_uded the land

west of Zone Street bounded by Valley and Raymond

streets and Chalkstone Avenue.



*43 CHARLES

Fletcher D4anufacturing Co. 1869. 32

storeys, mansard roof, vertical Ulock massing,

br.ick sheat}iing, evenly spaced segmental arch

sash windows wi~ili radiating voussors. Founded

in 1793, the compa~y moved to this area in

the 1840s and erected this office and warehouse

~j • in 1869. Once surrounded by simple mill

buildirigs, this finely detailed structure is

the only remaining part of the large complex.

n
~



C

~

CHARLES STREET

Moshasstack S:;uare Apartments. 1974.

{Villiam Warner, Arc:h.itect. An attached roti~

of 2 2- to 3 2-storey brick units ti~~ th varying

massing and rooflines, the A-tosha~suck Square

Apartments represent the first phase of

Providencejs A4oshassuck SQuare P.edevelopment

Project. Built of red brick similar to that

used in the adjacent industrial bt~ildings, the

complex was designed to compl.ement existing

structures thxough t11e use of similar detail-

ing, such as the stone-lintel windows and the

use of arches.

i

~



*125 CHARLES

Commercial Buildi.ng (Girl Scouts of Rliode

Island Building). ca. 1900. 3 storeys,

shed roof, brick sh.eathing, p]_atie glass ivindows

set into stone flanking cPnter entrance on

first siorey, regularly spaced segmental-arch

windaias on upper storeys, 2-storey wooden porch

~ on xear of buildi.ng overlooking the ~4oshassuck

River, simple banded brick ~ornice. This

structure was erected to provide retail space

on the first sto~~y and small dtaelling units

above.

~



CHARLES AT ORI~IS STRE~T

Marrio~ct Hotel. 1975. Py-~~avra (A4ilcaaukee) ,

architects. 7 storeys;flat roo£; irregular

block massin~; bricic sheathing; :egular

fenestration pattern within each of the irregu-

l.arly massed "bays." This pse;zdo-hrutalist

structure is the most interesti~ig $ most visible

C of tlie new buildings erected in the Moshassuck

Square redevelopment area. Its adjacency to

~nterstate Ii:ighway 95 is felicitotis, for

its scale is more appropriate to that part

of its environs than to the older buildings

closer to the A4oshassuck River.

C



37 CHERRY

Welcome Angell House. ca 1837. 3

store}~s, hip i•oof, S-bay facade with center

entrance. This house was probably built by

Angell himself: he was a carpenter, and

worked, like many of h~is trade, out of a shop

C at the rPar of his property. The house ha, been

enlarged ~, altered since its construction.

~



40 COMtriON

Dwelling. ca. 1850. 1;. storcys, flar.k

gable roof, 5-bay facade ~vith center entrance.

This modest vernact~la~r_ Greek Revival house is

typical of the smaller diti~ellings erected in the

area a~t the middle of the nineteenth-centtiry.

~

~L



4 7 CONi~10N

Niles I3. Schuharth house. 187~. 2 2

storeys, mailsard roof with central"sunbonnet

gable" on ~.he £acade, 3-bay facade ~,~ith center

portico entrance flanked by 2-storey bay

windo~,rs, hooded doorway over entrance portico,

handsome wrought-iron fence. No sooner had

C Schubarth finished his house adjacent at 49

Common Street than he began constrizction on

this more elaborate dwelling, probably de-

signed by Schubarth himself.

C



49 CONA~fON STR~ET

Ni1es B. Schubarth I-iouse. 1872. 2 i

storeys, mansard roof, 3-bay fa~ade ~ait}i

hooded side entrance. Schubarih, a civil

engineer and landscaper -- he laid out the

original portion of Swan Point Cemetery

and the central portion of the North Burial

C Ground — also listed himself as an architect:

he was pr~bably responsible for the design

of this house.

n
U



5 0 C0~7MON

Erastus N. Steere I~ouse. 1875. 2 z

stories, man~ard roof tiaitli pedimented dormers,

2-bay facade with portico entrance and

2-storey "coffin" bay window. Steere moved

from the Italiar_ate vi].la at Chalksione and

Camden avenues to this more fashionable

C dwelling iri 1~75.

C



5 9 CONL'~iON

Dwelling. Built by Thomas I-I. Angell.

ca. 1855. 2i storeys, flank gable roof,

original S-bay facade altered on first storey

by addition of Z bay windows flanlcing transom-

light center entrance, whose hood is contemporary

with the bay ~aindows, broad entablature.

~ Originally Greek Revival in style, the house

,

~

was never occupied by Angell, ~aho seems to

have built it as an investment.



19 DAVIS

St. Patrick's School. 1571. 3 storeys,

hip roof ~vith cross gable, brick sheathing,

cruciform plan, regularly spaced segmental

arch sash windows. This structure housed

St. Patrick's Grammar School from 1871 to

1923, and it served as a high school from
n
v 1933 to 1969.

~



b0 DAVIS STREET

D~aellii~b. ca. 1832. 2 storeys, hip roof

with monito-r, original 3-bay £acade with side

entrance modified in the late nineteenth

century by the addition o£ the Uay windoia on

the southeast corner. This is the oldest

extani building on the Smitll Hill Plat of

C I83~.

~



90 DAVIS STRE~T

George N9. Grant House. 1868. 2 storeys,

high hip roof ~,Tith gable end centered of

facade, 3-bay facade with hooded center

entrance, round-head window centered in gable

end, modillion cornice. Grant, a blacksmith

wi.th a shop at 6 Nort}z Main Street S lived i.n

`-' this house fox many years; in 1882 he added

the 2-storey el1 at the rear cf the house.

~



24, 30, 34, 41, 49, 53 DONSE

A group of 1- and lZ-stoxey single-family

d1~Te11ings, these houses, along

with a couple of isolated examples, represent

the extent of post-titi'orld ~+1ar II domestic

construction on Smitli Hill. Much more

common in ou~lying suburban areas, the ranch-

~ style house is rare on Smith Hill.

~



133-137 DOUGLAS AVENUE ~

Douglas Avenue Fire Station. 1902. Sanders i
~

and 'Thornton, arcllitect. 2? storeys, gable roof set j
~

end to the street, hrick sheathing iaith stone f

trim, cylindrical projection on west corner, f
~

mid-twentietli century stoxefro~lt on first ;

storey of f~zcade, regularly spaced round-head '

~ and xectangular sash windows on second storey, ~

broad entablature.

C



24 DOUGLAS AVENUE

Congregatien of the Sons of JacoU

Synagogue. 1905-19'L0. Harry Marshalc,

axchitect for superstructure. 2 storeys

above 1-stor.ey basernent, low gable roof behind

parapet at entrance end, gable porch supported

~ by brackets over front entrance, regularly
~..'

spaced sash windows. Built to serve the

large Jewish popula~ioii centered around the

eastern end of Orms Street $ Chalkstone Avenue

and on Lippit Hill, this synagogue was dedicated

in 1905, and the congregation u~ed the lo~aer

porti.on of the building; the sup~rstructure was

completed in 1920. The cornices and roof have

~ been heavily altered in this century.

~./



DOUGL~S AVENUE

St. Patrick's Cemetery. 1843. The oldest

Roman Catholic cemetery in Rhode Island, St.

Patrick's Cemetery was established by the

parish~s fir.st recior, the Reverend IVilliam

~Viley. The earliest burials ~aere those of

the Sisters of Niercy, and the section of the

C cemetery in wliich they lie has been set aside

as a Rhode Island Historic Cemetery. At the

center of the grounds is the tomb of tlie

Reverend Patrick Lambe, the second rector of

St. Patrick's (1854-1867). Today the small

(appxoximately 8 acres) cemetexy i.s filled.

C



209 DOUGLAS

Hennessey-N1cHa1e Block (Armenian Amcrican

Civic Club.) ca. 1873. 32 storeys,

hip roof, bri.ck sh.eathing, 2 doors and 2

display windows on lst storey, 3 evenly spaced

windows on upper storeys, a11 openings oTl

facade crowned with lceystone hood moulds.

~ Hennessey, a grocer who lived at 19 Mulberry,

rented this building to the McHale family, who

operated a grocery s~core on the first floor and

lived upstairs between 1874 ~ 1926; the McHales

bought the building in 1892. It has been the

home of the Armenian American Civic Club since

1940, thus continuing as an important part of

the neighbarliood.

~



451 DOUGLAS ~VENUE

Mary Clifforu I~ouse. 1904. Queen Anne

style, 22 storeys, cross gable roof with 3'-Z-

storey octagonal turret at southwest corner,

hig}lly irre~ular massing F, fenestxai~.on, wide

verandah surrounding much of ~he first stoxey.

Mary Clifford, a teacher, and her husband,

C Patrick, an operative, moved to this house from

smaller quarters on Grape Street.

C'



7 DUKE STR~LT

Patrick Donnelly house, ca. 1865. 12

storeys; flank-gable roof; 3-bay, center-

entrance f~cade with bay windo~~rs; round-head

~aindows in gable ends .

~

~/



~~6, 8, 10, 12, 14, 1G, 18 DUKL STIZ~F.T

Andxe~,t Dickhaul; Heirs Cottages. ca. 1897.

Seven identical ~aorkers' cottages: 1? storeys;

gaUle roofs sct end to the street, bay window

~ front porch on first storey of each. Like

other workers' d~aellings on Smith Hill, tl~ese

cottages were built by a private investor,

~ not as company-owned dwellings.

C



10 ESTEN

Patricic Denahy }louse, Eighteenth century

(perhaps befoxe 1750), moved to side ca. 1357.

2z stoxies, flank-gable roof with gable over-

hang on sotztlzern end, irregularly spaced 5-bay

first floor treatment with center entrance with

Federal doorway treatment including engaged

C colonettes and side and transom lights, 4

irregularly spaced windows on second floor.

This house was originally, a 3-bay, flank-gable

roo~ house~with a massive chimney directly be-

hind the entrance hall. The Federal doorway

detailing ~~as added early in the nineteenth century,

pxobably after the house was expanded on its

present northern side. The massive chimney was

C~ no doubt removed when it was moved to this site

by Patrick Denahy, a tailor who had previously

lived on State Street; there ic no elTidence

that he moved the house irom that location.



FELIX STREET

First opened in 1884 as part of the Mason

and Okie plat, Felix Street documents tlle

rapid change in form of multiple-family

dwellings that occurred in the late nineteenth

~, early twentieth centuries: the 2z-storey,

3-bay Uox with gable roof set end to ihe street,

~ the 22-storey, cross-~able roof d~velling with

projecting bay wi.ndows and porches, F~ the variety

of forms used for the 3-decker.

~



11, 19, 21, 24, 33, 39, 47, 51, 55, 57,
59, 75, 79, 83 FILI,MORE

ti9orker. s' Cottages . 18 77 et seq. These 1 Z-

story cottages set gable end to the street are

typical of those built in tlle late na.neteenth-

century Smith Hill. Many are i.dentical to

those built on Bath and Lydi_a Streets (g.v.) by

~ Andrew Dickhaut, who built at least five of

these.

C



106 FRANCIS STREET ~

Rhode Island Medical Society }3uilding.

1911-1912. Clark, Howe ~, Homex, architects.

Geor.gian Revival. 2 stoxeys; flat roof with

surrounding parapet; horizontal block massing

with bowed sc►utlzern end; S-bay facade witll

center entrance, wide modillian cornice. The

C foxmat of this bui_lding is derived from eighteenth-

century ~rototypes (e.g. the I~~iarket House) which

placed the main floor above a raised basement;

on this building, however, the second storey —

not the first — is arcaded, witll wrought--iron

balconies belo~a the tall ti~~indows for added

emphasis. This building is the lst permanent

home of the R.I.M.S., founded in 1812,

~



144 FRANCIS

Apartment Bui].ding, built by Ann Francis

Brown. ca. 1894. 3 storeys, hip roof, brick

iirst stor~y ~ti~itii wood shingles on upper. storeys.

Similar in sL-yle to many contemporary 3-deckers,

t}lis apartment building is twice as k~ide as

most 3-deckers, t}lereby allowing at least 6

~ dwellir~g units .

C



**65 HARRIS AV~NUE

Merchants Cold Storage ~, ~Jarehouse Co.

$uilding. 189~t, 1896, 1899. 6 storeys, flat

roof, brick sheatliing, regular fenestration con-

tai.ned by ogi.val arcading, heavy stri.ngcourses

above 2nd ~ 3rd storeys, corbelled cornice.

The first Cold Storage ti~arehouse in Providence,

C located at 173 Canal Street ~ operated by

C

Israel B. Mason ~ Sons, was superseded by this

company, founded by Mason in 1893.

,



2-96 I-IARRIS

Wholesale hleat ~, Produce Market. 1929.

3 storeys, flat roof, reinforced concrete pier-~,-

spandrel structure with 1~rick and casement-

wilidow infill, loading dock with canopy on

~irst storey. The Wholesale 1~4eat ~, Produce

Market consolidated the efforts of inerchants

C ~allo formerly gathered on Canal Street near

Market Square.

C



*~15 HAYES STR~ET

Gloria Dei Lutheran Church. 1928. ~iartin

Hedwig, Jackson, Robertsoii ~ Ad.ams, architects.

While the plan of this church follows well-

establislled prototypes, Gloria Dei's super-

structure design amalgamates 'che sinuous curves

and sL-rong juxtapositions of geometric volumes

~
1 of Art Peco -~— as interpreted by Hedwig — with

traditional ecclesiastical forms. This church

is the most noteworthy addition to twentietll-

century ecclesiastical architecture in Providence.

~



° - _1

INTERSTATE HJGHIVAY ~S ~
i

1962 et seq. The construction of this

highway was a major force in the post-war f

deterioration ~; disintegx'ation of the S]li1tY1 ~
~

Hill neighborhoad. Cutting a wide path through !

the oldest portion of Smith Hill, tlie high~aay ~

~ not only replaced nearly 100 dwellings and 600

residents, but also separated St. Patrick's ~

Church from many of its parishoiiers.



**17 J~FF~RSON STREEI'

Nelson C. I~orthup House. 1853. 2z storeys,

gable roof set end to the street surmounted by

octiagonal cupola, 3-bay £acade ~,~ith hooded

side entrance, c{uoined corners, Uracketed

raking and eaves cornice. Built by Northup,

a merchant who speculated }Ieavily in real

C estatc on Smit]1 Hill, the house is one of the

finest examples in Provi.dence of the transition

from t;he Greek Revival to the Italianate style.

C



~~60 JEFF~RSON STREET

Jef.fexson Sireet Baptist Churc_l~ (SS

Sahag ~, b4esrob I~xmenian Apostolic Church) .

1868. Built in tlie Gothic Reti~ival style, this

simple structure has polycllrome voussoirs

over its arched doors ~, windows and a well-

proportioned polygonal tower centered in the

~ facade. The steeple has been remo~Ted. The

cllange in denomination of this churcll in 1912

xeflects the gro~vth of t}le Armenian population

on Smith Hill in the early twentieth century.

~



27-29 JEWETT

Dwelling. Built by Ann Eiol~len. ca. 1855.

2z storeys, gable roof set end to tlle street,

3-bay facade, bracketed hood over side entrance,

bracl:eted cornice. This house tiaas built,

probably as an investment, by one of the Holden

fami.ly soon after the Holden Estate, which

~ occupied land Uounded by Smith, Promenade, and

~
Holden streets and 1-95, ~aas divided and sold

for house lots in 1850.

C



207, 209, 211-213,215-217, 219~221 JEtiVETT

Two-family dwellings. Built by Harry

Malinowitz and Max Charren, ca. 1927. A

group of four identical 2-storey, hip-roof

structures with full-width 2-storey front

porches, these buildings are typical mid-1920s

2- and 3-family dwellings.

~/

C



*'~44 JEjYETT STREET

Double House. Built by Elizabeth T.

Brownel].. ca. 1855. 2 2 storeys, f_lank-gable

roof, hooded doubte center entrance, regular

£enestration, corner pilasters, broad entabla-

ture. Double Greek Revival houses are rare

in Providence, although a nurnber of Federal

~i and Italianate examples are known. Like otller

heirs of the Holden Estate, I~4rs. Brownell

chose to build an income-producing structure

on her property.

~



50, 54 JEW~TT ~

Multipl~-family Housing, bui].t by the ii
t

Blanchard family. ca. 1873. 2 buildings, j

both 22 storcys, flank-gable roofs, center '~

entrances, regul.arly spaced bay and sash

tiaindows. These privately owned tenements ~,rere

of ten used by workers at the adjacent Brown and

~ Sharpe plants.

~



55, 59, 61, 65, 67, 69, 73 LYDIA

Andrew llickhaut Cottages. 1891. Seven

identical workers' cottages; 1',, stor.eys,

gable roofs set end to the street, 3-bay

facades. These cottages are almost identical

to those Dicichaut erected on Lath Stxeet in

1883; only the mirror reversal of plan dis-

C tinguishes one group from the other.

C ~



99 LYDIA

Multiple-family Dwelling. Bui.lt by

Robert Pettis. 1893. 2? storeys; gable roof

end to the street; clapboard slleathing; 2-bay

£acade of 2-storey projecting bay "coffin"

~aindow and front door with heavy hood with

pendentives. Built as a multiple-family dwelling,

G
` this house is typical of the many erected by

Pettis and other developers in tlle Smith Hill

area.

~



19 MULB~RRY

John B. Hennessey House. ca. 1855. 22

storeys, hip roof with central sc~uare cupola,

3-bay facade w~t]1 ]loode~ center entirance flanked

by paired xound-head windows, broad entablature,

bracketed coxnice, wide eaves. This Italianate

palazzo-type dwelling was built by Hennessey,

C
a grocer.

~



83 OAKLAND ~VrNUE

Henry ~oyce House. ca. 1873. 22 storeys,

high hip roof with cross gab]_es, 3 bay facade

wit}~ central entrance flanked by 2-storey

bay windows. Bo~~ce, a machinist, moved his

family to the open spaces of tlle Oaklands Plat

soon after i.t was first opened for development

in 1871.

C

C



~

C

145 OAKLAND AVENUE

Congregation Beth David Synagogue. 1954.

Tom Russillo, architect. 1 story, flat xoof

with cross gable, brick sheathing, tetrastyle

pedimented entrance portico flank~d by sash

windo~vs on facade. This temple is the home of

two congregations which merged in 1970.

~



k ~ OAKLAND AVENUE

The northern portion of Oakland Avenue

contains one of i~he finest concentratiolls of 3-

deckers in 1'rovidence, most of them built

follo~,~ing tL.e First World 19ar.

C

C



SO OAKLAND AVTNUE

Thomas J. Fahcy - Mary Regan House, 1927-

1930. 2z storeys, cross-gabl.e roof, wide £ront

poxch, upst-airs porch under front cross gable,

regular fe~lestrati.on. Begun by Fahey, tl~is

commodious house remained vacant uniil occupied

by Mary Regan in 1931.

~
U

~
~



161 0 WdS STREET

J. A. Sheldon House. 1871. 12 storeys,

cross-gable roof, centered bay ~aindow on

£acade below paixed trabeated windows, irregular

fenestration on sides, bracketed cornice.

Sheldon, a foreman at tlle nearby American Screw

Company plant, moved from nearby on Smith

~ Hill to this house upon its completion.

C



216 0 R'~4 S

Dwellin~, built by Amos Yeomans. 1845.

2 storeys, lo~,~ hip roof, S-bay -L-acade, side-

light center entrance under broa.d entaUlature,

trabeated wi_ndows, wide eaves. Yeomans, a

baker, bui1~ tliis house on speculation between

Asarch and September of 1845, when he sold it

C to John Oldiield. The 5-bay-facade format,

popular in Providence from the mid-eighteentll

through mid-nineteenth centuries, is here

wedded to the bold ~lasticity of tlie emerging

aesthetic of Romantic Classicism, exem~plified

by the heavy lintels and titide ea~res .

~



225 ORMS STREET

Margaret b9cTvor House. ca. 1873. 2z

storeys, ma~isard roo£, 3-bay facade, bracketed

center-entrance pox~ico, bracketed cornice,

carriage house in rear. John t~4cIvor, a carpen-

ter, arid his family ~~ere first listed in

directories at this address in 1874. His

~ proiession suggests that he probably built the

house himself. In scale and style it is more

pretentious than other contemporary dwellings

in the ncigl~borhood.

C



344 ORMS STRr~T

William P. Goff I-Iouse. ca. 1383. 2 2

storeys, mansard roof, 2-bay facade with

bracketed entl•ance por~h and bracketed 2-storey

bay windokl, bracketed cornice. Goff was a

machi~list, and, like many other resi.dents of

Smith Hill, probably located here because of

C the area's proximity to nearby industry.

C



57 PARK STREET

Veterans hlemorial Auditorium. 1924; 1951.

Osgood and Osgood; Oresto DiSaia, architects.

6 storeys, flat roof with penthouses, 2 massive

blocks at acute angle connected by smaller

trapezoidal block, 2? storey coursed stone

basement below Ionic colonnades in antis on

C major elevati.ons, broad entablature. Designed

in tlie Beaux-Arts style and begun in 1927 as

the ne~a Masonic Temple, the building was

abandoned in 1928 after only the walls and roof

were completed. The state purchased the property

in 1945 with the intention of creating office

space; while t3iis intention was not fulfilled,

the auditorium wing was completed and apened

C in 1951.



107 PARK STREET

Stillmun ~ti'liite IIouse. 1876. 2% storeys,

mansard roof, 2--Uay facade with small

entxance pavilion and 1-storey bay window, full-

length porch on south side. Stillman titi'hite,

in addition to running his foundry at 1 Bark

Street, was quite active in local politics,

~
serving in the General Assembly, House of

Representatives between 1848 and 1882, on

the Common Council of city government, and as

a member of ~he Board of Aldermen. White built

this house in 1846, and remained here until his

death in 1903.

C



111 P~RK STRE~T

David A. Cleveland House. 1869. 22

storeys, mansard roof, L-shape plan ~,~ith bal-

ustrade entrance porch filling the nook of the

L, 2-storey bay window on facade, modillion

cornice. This Second Empire-style house was

constructed by one of tlle partners in Cleveland

C Brotliers, a furniturc manufactory located at

110 North I~1ain Street.

~



'~~377 ORMS

D~aellino built by Natlian. Baxter. ca. 1844.

1 Z storeys, cross-gable roof ~aith }Zexagonal

cupola at gable intersection, T-shape plan

with later porcl:es and additions filZing sides

of T, 5-bay facade. Between 1881 ar~d 1895,

this handsome Greek Revival house was tlle

~ residence of Andrew Dickhaut, tl:e Smith Hill

developer res~onsible for the nearby cottages

on Bath Street and the row house on Bernon

Street.

C



PEKIN STREE'i

Filled ~aith 2 2-storey, multiple-family

dwellings, Pekin Street is archiiecturally

cohesive and bears witness to the general

lack of variety employed by builders and {

developers o£ late nineteent}i-and ~arly tlaentieth- ,

century tenements. The rapid population ~

~j groiath in Providence and the concomitant building

boom on Smith Hill in the 1880s rnilitated

against the st}~listic variety found in the

high-style architecture of tlze period.

C



97 PLEASANT VALL~Y PARK~VAY

Coca Cola Bottling Company Plant. 1939.

2 storeys, flat roof, brick sheathing, 3-bay

£acade witli center entrance, fenestration

connected vertically by concrete spandrels,

horizontal bands of casement winda~,~s in

bottling factory at south a~d east of building.

G Tliis building, a standard Coca-Cola Bottling

Plant of the 1930s, is a pleasant piece of

Art Deco, employing a stylized version of the

company' s product as a decorat~.ve motif . Tlle

complex also incl.udes a handsome pier-and-spandrel

reinforced-concrete garage on Valley Street and

a lzorizontally banded structure on titi'est Park

Street.

~



PROMENADE

Fire Alarm Station, 1919. Plans drawn by

Office of Commissiol~er of Public Bui.ldin~s. 2

storeys; flat roof with Ualustrade; brick-

sheated fireproof structure; 5-bay facade

with central pedimented doorway, quoined corners,

stringcourse between storeys, broad entablature,

C modillion cornice. This Colonial Revival building

was built to provide fireproof space for the

city's fire alarm system.

~~



PROI~IENADE

Rhode Island Normal Sclzool. (Family

Court Buildii~g). 1898. Martin ~, Hall,

archi~ects. 4 storeys; flat roof; brick

sheathing with terra cotta trim; central pro-

jecting pavilion flanked by smaller end pavilions,

regular fenestration. Built to liouse tlie

C predecessor of Rhode Island College the hormal

Sciiool Building is now used by the state for

Family Court.

C



PROMENAD~

Henry Barnard School, Rhode Island College }
I

of Education, (University of Rhode Island ~

Extension Divi.sion). 1926. 3 storeys; flat ;

roof; brick sheathing; central projecting pavilion ~~

flan.lced by end pavili.ons. regular fenestration E

with blind walls on end pavilions. stringcourses ~

Ci between storeys. Now remodelled to continue ,

its use as an educational center, the Barnard

School building was erected to provide additional

space for the rapidly growing R.I.C.E.

~



**PROMENADE STFtEET AT HOLDEN STIt1;~T

Brown a~id Sharpe Complex. 1870 et seq.

1-S storey, flat roofs, pier-a~ld-spandrel

brick structures. Founded in 1833 as David

Brown and Son, the company became J. R. Brown

F~ Shar.pe in 1853. Brown ~, Sharpe moved to

~ this site in 18?0, and its rapid expansion in

C the nearby residential neighbor}loods on Smith

Hill. The departure of the company for more

modern suburban f acilities in the mid-1960s

abetted the decline of Smith t~ill. The complex

is now used by several state agencies and

private businesses.

C



405 PROM~NAD~ STREET

Congdon ~, Carpenter Complex. 1930. Charles

B. Maguire Co., builders; Jenks ~, Ballou, con-

sulting engineers. 1 storey, flat roofs,

reinforced concrete structure, regular fenestra-

tion of sash windows in ofiice and casement windows

in ~aareliouse. Founded in 1792, Congdon ~, Carpenter

~ operated its metalworks in two locaiions on

Canal Street before moving to L-his location.

The Congdon family retained control of the firm

- until 1977.

~



RICHTER STRI;ET

All. of the sixteen 3-decker houses on

this street wer~ built ca. 1925, and the buildings

are virtually identical, with minor porch

varia.tions.. Except for numbers 39-41 (ca. 1927)

and 41-43, the buildings on Richter Street were

constructed. by Max J. Richter.

~

~



110 RUGGLES STREET

Ruggles Street Primary Scliool (Smith Iiill

Center). 1896. 2? stories, cross-gable roof,

brick sheathing with stone trim. Typical of

Providence public schools of the 1890s, the

Ruggles Street School tilas constructed to relieve

~ pressure on the Smith Street Primary School.

Its present recycled use makes it of contin uing

importance to the neighborhood.
i

C



~i SMITH

St. Patricic's Convent (House of Faith). 1872,

moved to i}iis site from Davis Street ca. 1902.

22 storeys, mansard roof with pedimented

dormers, 3-bay facade with prajecting center

entrance pavilion. Built for the Sisters of

~ Mercy by Father Christopller Hughes, the fifth

rectox of St. Patrick's, the house was originally

much less boxy than it now is, with projecting.

bays and elaborate tiaood sheathing which signalled

the emerging irregular massing of Iate Victorian

archi~cecture. The construction of the present

St. Patrick's Church necessitated moving the

s~ructure.

~/



83 SMITI-i

St. Patrick's Church. 1902-1916. Murphy

and Hindle, architects. This cruciform-plan

Neo-Gothic church with side tower ~aas begun

by Fatlzer IVilliam Pyne to replace the original

church structure, completed in July 1842. A

schism in the congregation of SS Peter and Paul

~ (1838), the first Roman Catholic Church in

Providence, and the rapidly growing Irish popu-

lation in Providence led Bis}lop Fenwick of Boston

to approve the creation of a second parish in

Providence. The location of the church on Smith

Hill - the east side ~vas considered too expen-

sive - was o~ great importance for the development

of the area. Largely unpopulated and yet

~ adjacent to the east side, downtown, and the site

of the railroad tracks (1848), Smith Hill pro-

vided ample space for the many Irish ir.:migrants

who came beginning in the 1840s, and St. Patricks

Parish formed a nucleus for the neighborhood from

its beginning. By 1900, the Gothic Revival structure

seating 1200, was felt to be too small, and the

parish began construction of the present imposing

edifice. '1'he pari_sh continues to play an important

role in the Smitli Hill community, in spite of the



83 SMITH (cont)

displacement of muc11 of the congregation by

construction of I-95, the expansion of

staie office facilities, and the closing of

the church building because of serious struc-

tural decay. Tlle congregation now meets in

C SL. Patrick's school on Smith Street.

C



*130 SMITH

Rhode Island State House. 1896-1901.

McKim, Mead ~ tiVhite, architects. 3 storeys above

full 1-storey basement, flat roof with tall

central dome surrounded by four small domed

pavilions, marble sheathing, symmetrical

massing and fenestration. Built to provide a

~ permanent home for the previously parapatetic

state government, the State House is the most

fully realized monument in the Beaux-Arts

style in Providence.

C



133 SMITH

State Office Building. 1928; 1935. Jackson,

Robertson ~ Adams, architects. 3 stories, hip-

roof central blocic flanked by 2-storey flat-

roof pavilions, brick sheathing with stone trim,

Georgian Revival deiailing emphasized by

C
regular fenestration and symmetrical composition.

Built to re].ieve the pxessure of an expanding

bureaucracy on the state house, the State Office

Building replaced the finest Federal mansion

on Smith Hill, the Col. Henry Smith House of

1800. An addition was built cn the western side

in 1935. The State Office Building is one of the

finest laroe-scale Georgian Revival structures

in Providence and relates well to the Beaux-Arts

v State House directly across Smith Street.



147 SMITH STREE'r

Commercial/Residential Building, ca. 1873.

2z storeys, mansard roof, slightly altered

original storefronts on f.i.rst storey, evenly

spaced trabeated windo~4~s on second storey,

modillion cornice, regularly spaced dormer

windows i.n the mansard. This type of structt~re,

C with stores on the first stoxey and apartments

above, is now relatively rare on Smith Hill,

though it was once quite common on major

thoroughfares through the neighborhood. For

many years the first floor housed J. M. F~

S. K. Goff, grocers.

C



194 S~4ITH

Charles S. Cle~,Teland House. 1871. 22

storeys, high llip roof_, 2-bay facade with liooded

entrance and 2-storey bay window, broad

entablature and modillion cornice. Following

the division of the i-Iolden Estate, Cleveland

built this substantial dwelling just west of

C the Holden Homestead. Cleveland, ~vith his

brother David, tvho lived nearby on Park Street,

was a partner in the Cleveland Brothers

Furniture Company on North Main Street.

~



200 SMITH

Jonathan Tucker House. ca. 1850. 2% storeys,

gable roof set end to the street, 3-bay facade

with hooded side entrance, round-head windows

in attic storey, modillion raking and eaves

cornice.

~

C

0



206 SMITH

Jonathan Tucker House, ca. 1850. 2z

storeys, ~able roof set end to the street,

3-bay facade with Ionic porch side entrance.

Tucker, a Deputy Sheriff, built both tllis

Greek Revival house and the house next door,

which sho~as the emergence of tiie Italianate

G mode in its hooded door~aay and round-head

windows, on land acc{ui.red from the Holden

Estate.

C



221 SMITH

Gas Station. ca. 1927. 1 story, tiled hip

roof, stuccoed walls punctuated by large multi-

paned windows. This small struct.ure is typical

of the earliest gas stations built to service

tlle rapidly proliferating automobiles in the

1920s. Few of tliese stiructures--and only this

~ one on Smith Hill--remain today.

C ~



244 SMITH

St. Patrzck's School. 1927. John F.

Hogan, architect. 2 storeys, flat roof, brick

sheathing, center entrance with bxoken scroll

pediment flanked by regularly spaced sash

windows and 'unarticulated projecting pavilions

at bath ends of the facade. Built on the Jones

C Lot, the site of many cir.cuses in the late 19th

century, St. Patrick's School provided expanded

educational~facilities for parish children. Be-

cause of the disintegration of the neighborhood

and parish by the construction of I-95 in the

1960s, St. Patrick's k'3S forced to close the

school in 1970. It reopened in 1972 as St.

Patrick's Word of God School, and continues to

~ educate the clzildren of Smith Hill.



326 SMITH ~ '

A11en B. Smitli House. 1864. 2 storeys,

flank-gaUle roof, S-bay facade, center ;

entrance with side and transom lights. This !
~

house is part of the original settlement in ~i

the area on Smith Street between Or~s Street !

and Chalkstone Avenue. Smith was listed as a

C pattern maker in the 1860s, but by 18'~75 he was

running a saloon at the back of his property,

on Orms Stxeet.

~

C



534 SMITH

Sheffield Smit}i House, 1855. 22 storeys,

flank-gable roof with later shed dormer, 3-bay

facade defined by colossal pilasters with clustered

brackets serving as capitals, hooded center

entrance adapted from the Serlian motif is below

ta11, narrow roLind-head window, bays flanking

C central eni.rance contain 2 trab~ated windows to

a storey. Smith, a quarryman, built the first

house in tliis area on the 1854 Hawes Plat.

W}lile the central round-head window--once part

of a Serlian motif--has been altered, and the

octagonal cupola removed, the house retains much

of its original deiailing.

~



370 SMITH STREFT

Martin Miles house. ca. 1860. 2'~ storeys,

gaUle roof set end to the street, 3-bay

facade with hooded side entrance and corner

pilasters.

C

C



386 SMITH STRE~T

George Wood house. 1855. 2? storeys,

gable roof set end to the stxeet, 3-bay facade

with hooded side entrance and corner pilasters.

Though origi.nally similar to tlle Martin 1~4iles

house, the slightly.e:arlier Woods House is one

of the first d~vellings erected in this vicinity.

C

C



**396 SMITH

Smitli Street Primary School. 1885.

2 Z stories, lligli hip roof witli cross gables,

irregular massing k~ith tower (steeple now

removed), brick sheathing, regular fenestra-

tion within each section of massing. The

Smitli Street Primary School was the first

~ large primary school erected on Smith Hill.

C



409 SNtITH

Joh1i Healy House, ca. 1900. 2 z storeys,

cross-gable roof, semi-octagonai corner

turret, irregular massing and fenes~ration.

The Healy House is a more elaborate example

of turn-of-the-century multiple-family

dwe~lings on Smith Hill.

~

~



477 SMITI{

Coca Cola Bottling Plant, ca. 1920.

1?~ storeys, hip roof with monitor, Urick, wood,

and alumintzm siding. Coca Cola used tliis

faci_lity between 1920 and the completion of

tlieir present plant on Pleasant Valley Parkiaay

in 1939.

~

~



488 SMITH STREET

Joy Village Restaurant, ca. 1949.

1 storey, flat roof, "log cabin" sheatring

below iack-on hip-roof hood, center entrance

flanked Uy triparti_te plate glass ~,rindows.

First used by Olivo's Diner in 1949, the

buildin~ has housed Chinese restaurants since

~ 1953. The Joy Village Restaurant occupies

" the best example of "decorated shed" archi-

tecture on Smith Hill. This particular type

of architecture, now quite common throughout

the United States and epitomized in Las Vegas,

relies on the application of ornamentation to

the facade of an otherside anonymous structure

to connote the use of the building. Changing

~ use of the building can produce a contradictory

complexity which further enlivens this amusing

approach te architecture.



506 SI~IITH STREET

Alfred J. Richardson House. 1888.

22 storeys, cross-jerk~.nhead-gable roof,

octagonal corner turret, irregular fenestra-

tion. This Queen Anne-style tlao-family house

is one of the more elaborate exa~nples on Smith

Hill.

~



530 SMITH STRE~T

United ~aptist Church. 1894. This modest

structure with its simple gable roof, low hip-

roof corner tower ogival arch windows, and

vesti~gial btzttressing, is a typical vernacular ~

Gothic Revi.val church.
,

;

C ,

C



558 Sb4ITH STP.~ET ~

Garage. ca. 1924. 1 story, flat roof

with parapet at front, brick pier-and-spandrel

r
wall articulation with center entrance of the I

~

three-bay facade flanked by plate glass windows, ~

casement windows on side elevations. This ;
~E

structure is typical of garages built bet~vecn #

~j 1925 and 1945. ,

~

~



**581 SMITH STREET

Charles Dowler House. 1872. 1% storeys,

mansard roof, with fish-scale slate shingles,

irregular massi.ng and fenestration, fine de-

tailing includes Gorinthianesque celumns on

front porch and several bay aiid oculus windo~~~s .

Dowler built this more elaborate house only

~ a fe~v years after completing his residence,

on Camden Streete After the Civil iti'ar, Dowler

turned to sculpture and designed the Collyer

Monument in Pa~atucket and the John Sparks

Monument in Bristol. After his retirement in

1919--at 78-- he took up paynting. Dowler

died in 1931.

~



**11-13, 15-17, 16-18, 19-Z1, 20-22 SPARROW STREET

These five nearly identical 3-deckers

were constructed in 1925: the threE on the

north side of the street by Max J. Richter,

d.eveloper of Richter Street, and the two on

the south side by the Volpe family.

CC

C



e

38 STATE STREET

St. Patrick's Rectory. 1860. 22 storeys,

mansard roof, brick sheatliing, center entrance

flanked by pai.red sash windows, segmental

arch windo~,~s on second floox, 2-storey-ell at

rear, wooden side porch, brack~ted cornice.

C
St. Patrick's Rectory is the only reminder of

the many comfortable, elegant dwellings that

lined State Street in the middle of the

nineteenth centuxy.

~



37 VIOLET STREET

Dwelling, built by Robert Arnett. 1871.

1~ storeys, cross-gable roof, 2-bay facade

with hooded entrance and bay windotii. This

cottage is *ypical of small one-family dwellings

erected in t.he years followin~ the Civil ti9ar.

~1

~



n
U

~ ~VEST RIVER REDE`'ELOPMENT AR~A

In the late 1950s the Providenc~ I:edevelop-

ment Agency began a:s]um-clearance program

in the ar.ea norih ef Charles 5trect which

removed the greatest part of the early twentieth-

century Jewish settlement and nineteenth century

industrial structures. The area subsequently
/`~ '
~` has been developed as an industrial park.

C

C



~*11 WESTPARK

Christopher G. Dodge House. 1858. 3

storeys, hip roof, 3 bay facade with center

entrance flanked by bay windows 9 paired sash

windows on upper storeys of facade, bracketed

cornice, wide eaves. Built on a knoll 1 storey

C
above street level, this imposing Italianate

house is appr.oached by ~win stone staircases

with wrought-iron balustrades. Dodge, the

owner of a dyeworks, bought the land in 1853

from the Holden Estate and moved his fami?y

into their new home upon its completion five

years later.

~

L



o .
10 WESTPARK

Cllarles F. Hull Iiouse. 1873. 2 z storeys,

mansard roof, 2--Uay facade with entrance and

2-storey bay window, modillion cornice. The

first-stoxey porch is a. later addition. Hull

was a partner in tlle Charles F. ~ John M. Hull

Building Company.

~

~

~



12, 14, 18, 22, 26, 30; 34, 38, 42, 46, 47, 51,
52, S5, 59, 61 ZONE S'fItLET

The Burnside Row. 1866-1867. Built by

Levi D. Bates for E. P. Mason, G. M. Richmond,

~ Dr. A. H. Okie. Sixteen identica?. houses:

2 z~toreys, ~abl_e roof end to t.lie street, 3-bay

facade with hooded side entrance. These houses

f..~ were built for three partners in the Burnsi.de

Rif1e tidorks--which was reorganized as R.I.

Locomotive ~t'orks in 1865- -and housed ~aorkers

for that compan~•.

1'


