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THE CITY ASSESSOR
CITY HALL, PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02903

421-5900

r~EMORANDUM 
I.iV ~ITY COU!VC[L

. ~ ,~~
T0: HONORABLE CTTY' COUNCIL ~EFlD:WNEREiJPON IT IS ORDERED ~'H.=IT

FROM: THEODORE C. LITTLER, CITY ASSESSOR rit s,~r~~~ ~~ r4c~~~~r~_o.
DATE: DECEMBER 7 1982
RE: REVTEW OF TAX EXEI~PT ORGANIZAT2ON ~~~~~~~~L~~

The request as outlined in your Resolution #635 is a monumental underta]<ing.
With our primary obligation to prepare the annual tax roll and with our cur-
rent limited staff, it would Be rather impo5sible to properly implement a
program as necessitated by your reuqest at this time.

Under the State manadates, we will be required to implement a revaluation ot
the City for tfie 1986 tax year. As part of the revaluation, it is intended that
we include the complete re-assessment of all tax exempt properties within the
City. Tt might be ~ore feasible to postpone any action until the time when a
thorougIi and uniform examinat'ion of all tax exempt properties could be under-
taken.

I would like to point out to you tfiat it is a matter of routine procedure for
this office to inspect:

(1) any property sold Fiy an exempt organization to a taxable entity
to determine a proper assess~nent level

C2) any property purchased by any already exempt organization to
determine its individual use and individual tax exempt status

(3) any property sold from one exempt organization to anotIier for
" tlie same purpose ~
C4) any property purchased by an organization claiming tax exempt

status for tfie f irst time, in addition to re~riewing the organi-
, zation Ts charger, bylaws, income and expense statement, TRS

and State exempt status, to determine tlie organization's eligi-
bility firstly, and secondly, wfietIier tIie use of tlie premises
falls within the guidelines of tfie exempt statutes.

This of~ice has inherited a great number of tax exempt properties from previous
administrations. Checking on each would, as I said previously, be a monumental
task. Howev~er, should any one of these organizations wish to retain ownersfiip
but cfiange the use of the property, it arould more tfian likely be required to
obtain a building permit for such alterations, which by copy of the permit to
this office, would activate an inspection by this office and an automatic re-
examination ofl tIieir tax exempt eligibility.

We feel tfiat we have a fairly sound procedure in place to determine the use and
eligibility of exempt organizations. Exemptions are given on individual basis

according to the use of tfie premises-, unless carte blanche exempt status is
granted by tIie General AssemBly, wfiic£i supercedes action by tfiis office and ~he
council itsel~ unfortunately.
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~P~'~ November 24 , 1982

RESOLVED, That the City Assessor is requested to

survey the tax exempt properties in the City of Prov>>dence

y to detez:mine ~he residential uses of said properties and

report back to the City Council, his findings.

A true copy,
Attest~:

~~~ `~ !'-"~ `'ti ~~ _ ,. - < -~)~:.r-'.....e;~. ~ . _,

Rose M. Mendonca,

City Clerk.


