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ANNUAL REPORT
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS

CITY OF PROVIDENCE

YEAR ENDING SEPTEMBER 30-1952

To the bhonorable City Council:

Gentlemen,

Chapter 40, Section 2, of the revised City
Ordinances requires that we submit an annual report to
you "of the condition of the City parks, which report
shall contain an accurate detailed account of all moneys
received and expended" also such other information as we

may deem expedient.

We have the honor to submit herewith our
Annual Report for the year ending September 30-1952.
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To the Honorable Board of Park Commissioners:

Gentlemen,

I have the honor to submit to you the Annual Report of the
Park Department for the year ending September 30-1952.
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Superintendéh of Parks

Reviewing our work at the close of this year, it is pleasant
to note that, while much of our work may not be particularly
noticeable to the casual observer, we really have accom-

plished some splendid permanent development and improvements.

In our routine work, we have exerted every possible measure
to the end that park facilities and properties be adequately
maintained and our service carried on in a way to best serve
the public and we have broadened the scope of our service
wherever possible. '

As we have so many times stated, more and more is demanded in
the way of park services as is well proven by the continually
increasing attendance and use of park facilities and services.
No more striking demand could be made than the extensive use
to which parks and playgrounds are put. It is manifestly
evident that our citizens desire and appreciate the advantages
and benefits offered and are anxious to avail themselves of
every new feature, and this naturally gives added stimulus to
our work. We have a fine program in readiness and are ex-
panding our services in every practical way possible.

Roger Williams Park is known all over the country for its
natural as well as horticultural beauty -- 452 acres comprising
“beautiful hills and lakes which contribute so much to its
natural beauty. It is also noted for its famous display
gardens - rose gardens, tulip displays and innumerable va--
rieties of flowers, shrubs and trees.

We might say.here, however, there is plenty of landscape work
which might still be done; in fact, there are areas which have
never been cultivated which could be developed for the further
use and enjoyment of the public.




Qur regular routine work includes systematic meintenance of
grounds - cutting grass, re-seeding, fertilizing, protection
treatment of trees, mulching, and cultivating nevwly planted
trees, spraying, replacement and additional planting; main-
tenance of buildings and equipment -- and in winter, the
usual work on roads - snow removal, clearing the lakes for
skating, etc.

This work must be kept up persistently regardless of new de-
velopment and improvements as 1t is a fact recognized by
experienced park executives that deterioration of park
property is insidious in its progress and often may escape
public attention until irreparable damage occurs.

During the past year, we planted approximately 5000  shade and
specimen trees, evergreens and shrubbery throughout the Park
Systemn.

Visitors to Roger Williams Park are thrilled with the profu-
sion of blooms in spring when, in addition to the gorgeous
array of tulips, hyacinths, azaleas, etc., the park 1s aglow
with the beautiful coloring of flowering cherry trees, crab
trees, pink and white dogwood.

Then we follow with planting of various species of annuals so
that there is a continual display of flowering plants for the
entire season in the many beds throughout the park.

Qur Rose Gardens are noted for their fine display of outstand-
ing hybrids and rambler roses, and attract flower-lovers not
only from our own state but from neighboring states as well,

Our Chrysanthemum Show in November features numerous new va-
rieties each year; thousands visit our greenhouses to see
this show.

Our Christmas Display in Roger Williams Park featuring the
Nativity Scene, the Christmas Village, etc. continues to be
a very popular attraction. It is estimated that approxi-
mately 750,000 visit the park during this two-weeks display. -

The keen interest manifested in these various projects is
proven by the numerous inquiries that we receive from people
all over New England asking to be advised as to dates, etc.
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CONSTRUCTION
AND
REPAIRS

During the past year, we built a new cement pool for our seals
and ducks. This pool is 54 feet long by 38 feet wide, 3 feet
deep at one end and graded down to one inch at the other end.
It was a pleasant surprise to find out that our experiment of
putting both seals and ducks in the same pool panned out
beautifully.

We have bullt 796 square yards of new sidewalks in Roger Wil-
liams Park -- on the south side of the Oriental Garden, around
the Duck Pond and opposite the Merry-go-round.

We constructed 500 feet of cement wall with cyclone fence
around the north and east sides of the Poultry Yard in Roger
Williams Park; also 460 feet of cyclone fence was erected
around the Lower Nursery and Buffalo Pen. '

The iron fence on the Elmwood Avenue side of the park has been
scraped and painted - also the iron fence at the Broad Street
side,

The first floor of the Casino building has been completely
renovated. The o0ld soda fountain has been removed and re-
placed with a mahogany bar with stainless steel sinks and
electric coolers. New overhead lighting has replaced old-
style fixtures - walls and cellings have been painted -
modern toilets have been installed in both the Ladies! and
Gents! rooms. We have long wanted to make this renovation.
We now have a beautiful up-to-date building.

We have also replaced the old toilets in the Museum and in
the Boat House. ‘ '

A nevw boiler and oil burner were installed in the Bird House.
This change-over from coal to olil was an excellent lmprovement
as it makes it possible now to maintain a more even heat
during the night and serves as a good protection for our
birds.

The exterior of the following buildings have been repaired and
painted: '

Administration Building
Pony Barn

Maintenance Building
Carpenter Shop

Island Greenhouses
Garage

Esek Hopkins House
Cable Cottage
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~ NEW
EQUIPMENT Each year we have aimed at modernizing our Department

with the best and latest mechanical equipment available;
during the past year, we have added some fine equipment
to our inventory such as:

set 3-gang Mowers

30" Power Mowers

Leaf Pulverizer

Pick-up Truck

Business Coupe

Tractor with 5-foot cycle bar
and snow plow attachment

N

It is now possible for us to accomplish the necessary work
of maintaining the Park System efficiently and economically.
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Z00 & AVIARY

We hope to further enlarge both our Zoo and Aviary in the
near future since they have such definite appeal to the
public. All large parks aim at an up-to-date zoo and, des-
pite the fact that the maintenance and care of animals is

a big expense, it must be admitted that many thousands of
our citizens find enjoyable diversion in watching their
antics and students also study their habits and traits.

While a great many children enjoy the more active forms

of recreation provided in Roger Williams Park such as row
boats, merry-go-round, the various other children's rides,
fishing, horse-back riding, miniature auto racing, etc.
there are large numbers of children of all ages who spend
a great deal of time around the animal pens.

Our latest additions, Bunny Village and "Beaver Dam", have
drawn great numbers of visitors - thousands come here
daily during the summer months.

A new feature of study in the Aviary is a special bee-hive
built along the same principle as an aquarium for gold

fish. The front, sides and back of the hive are glass,

A glass tube marked "Entrance" leads from the outdoors into
the hive and another marked VExit" leads from the hive. A
swarm of about 18,000 was installed in the hive and visitors
and students are keenly interested in their activities......
This gift was presented to the children of Providence by

the Town Criers and has proven very popular,

During the past fiscal year, we constructed a house for
our pheasants, also a house for bisons. In the construc-
tion of new animal shelters, we aim at building little
houses giving the effect of residential homes which adds
interest and is more in conformity with other bulidings
in the park, rather than the box-type construction of
former years.

While a Zoo is by no means one of the primary features sup-
plied by park departments, it is nevertheless an extremely
popular one and we hope to proceed with the construction

of other suitable buildings to provide a modern zoo and
aviary in Roger Williams Park.
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MUSEUM

Numercus lectures have been given throughout the year to
public and private schools and to various charitable or-
ganizations.

We now furnish three courses in Astronomy - elementary,
advanced and navigation., These classes are vwell attended
and very helpful to students. Staff members also teach
courses in Trees and Shrubs. Nature Games and Bird Lore
are popular with the smaller children. As an additional
feature of interest to visitors to the Museum, we have
included classes in Nature Art and Handicraft in our
program.

Our Weaving Classes conducted on Saturday mornings are
especially popular.Some of the students in this class
have shown a definite aptitude for this type of work
and have turned out beautiful work.

Adult lectures have been given by various members of the
Astronomical Society, by the Director of the Audubon
Society and by faculty members of Brown University.
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The Rhode Island Bird Room has been completely renovated.
All cases have been done in modern style, and beautiful
wall maps of the bird migration routes have been installed.
Four cases in the Foreign Bird Room have been completed,
showing the birds in their different geographical relation-
ship.

We have installed new up-to-date toilets in the Laides!
and Gents! rooms at the Museum; both of these rooms have
been painted. Ve have also installed a water cooler for
the convenience of visitors to the Museum.




GOLF_COURSE

An additional appropriation of $10,000.00 was made available
for the purchase of new equipment such as power mowvers,
merkers and incidental equipment; also for the purchase

of loam, fertilizer, grass seed, etc.

An aerofier which was added to our equipment was used exclu-
sively at the Golf Course. This machine aerofies the soil

by opening small holes in the turf and is most beneficial to
our fairways where there is tremendous foot traffic and heavy
compaction. This machine also permits faster and better
penetration of fertilizers and water. We also added the
following equipment to our inventory:

1 Rotary Soil Screener with Motor

1 Porteble Sprayer with Tractor Hitch

1 30" Power Mower

2 Additional sections for 4-gang Fairway Mower
11 Buckner Sprinklers

33 tons Fertilizer
25 n Dolomite
750 1bs Arsenate of Lead
"

200 Bordeaux Mixture
375 " Grass Seed
25 " Calo Clor

All this eguipment and material has aided us immeasurably
tovard better maintenance of the Golf Course., All 18 tees
have been graded and seeded - and we have succeeded in
developing perfect tees. Our greens, too, were kept in
excellent condition despite the hot dry summer.

\

The interior of the Club has been repaired and painted, and
a new floor laid. Nevw furniture and decorations have added

much to the general atmosphere of the club. New purchases
included:

12 Chrome Chairs

2 Divans
2 Tables
1 : Stool

The dressing rooms and shower rooms have been renovated -
fluorescent lights have been installed -- also new curtains
and dreapes, dressing table and mirror.

To meet a growing demand for lockers at the Golf Course, we in-
creased these facilitiles, during the past season, by the addition
of 12 new metal lockers. With a total now of 266, no more space
is available at the present time for additional lockers. How-
ever, we hope to enlarge the Club House in the near future

and will then be in position to offer more lockers for the
convenience of the players.
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ALLENS AVE

FRANCIS ST

UNION
STATION

PERSHEING
SQUARE

BLACKSTONE
BOULEVARD

RIVER
DRIVE

As one feature in line with Mayor Reynolds! plans for beauti-
fying our City, the Park Department has completed a project
of landscaping approximately 2 acres of City-owned property
on Allens Avenue, both sides of the fire station. The entire
area had to be graded; this necessitated the removal of a lot
of fill; then trees, shrubbery and grass seed were planted.

This land had formerly been used for pipe storage by the
Sewer Department and had presented a very unsightly appearance.

A reinforced concrete wall was built on both sides of the sub-
way on Francis Street to hold the bank and stop erosion. It
was then fillled in with gravel and 8 inches of loam - maple
trees and evergreens were planted, as well as beds of shrub-
bery. These improvements have added a great deal to the
appearance of this part of our civic center.

Permanent benches have been constructed on both sides of
Francis Street at this point for the convenience of bus
patrons. New benches have been installed in City Hall Park
also, and have proven a great accomodation to the public.

675 square yards of new sidewalk was constructed on the East
and West Approach to the Union Station.

During the past year, we landscaped and planted grass seed and
various species of evergreens and shrubbery in the Municipal
Parking Lot at Pershing Square.

Our landscaping adds a touch of beauty to this very practical
parking area and places it in a different category than the
ordinary bleak parking lot.

To eliminate blind corners at various intersections along Bladck-
stone Boulevard, we have re-arranged several evergreen beds.
Many more tulips than in previous years were planted during

the past season, all of which adds to the attractiveness of
this parkway. We have received numerous compliments on these
improvements.

We have further beautified our park property along the banks
of the Seekonk River by the planting of numerous additional
cherry trees.

Mrs Peter Goelet Gerry recently donated 75 double pink flower-
ing Japanese cherry trees to be planted along the river road.
These trees will add greatly to our development of this strip

of water-front property in the near future when the trees
come into bloomn.
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COOPERATION

The Park Department cocperated with other City departments
throughout the year as much as possible. For instance, ve
constructed another section of granite wall and erected
cyclone fence at the playground on Camp and Cypress
Streets:

Planted evergreens and shrubbery to complete the landscap-
ing in the new development at Sessions Street playground:

At Pocasset Avenue and Blackstone Street bath houses, wve
graded the grounds, planted evergreens and grass seed:

At the Veterans Administration Building on Hope Street, we
did considerable work on the grounds -- graded and seeded
the lawns, planted evergreens and beautified the place
generally.

At the Hartford Avenue entrance to the Dennis J. Roberts
Expressway, we cleaned up the grounds and cut the grass;
also, planted a bed of evergreens around the newly erected
monument,

The Park Department took care of the grounds'around the
abandoned fire station on Roger Williams Avenue, now being
used by Civil Defence Authorities.

We also took care of the grounds in front of the Court House.
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We would like to say, too, that we have received friendly and
courteous cooperation on the part of all other city depart-
ments, especilally the Public Works Department, Police and
Fire Departments, Water Supply Board and the Publlc Build-
ings Department. f

--------




FINANCIAL REPORT

PARK DEPARTMENT - CITY OF PROVIDENCE

YEAR ENDING SEP 30 1952

RECEIPTS
ROGER WILLIAMS PARK

Concession 8 480 00
Carousel 1 600 00
Casino Rentals < 210 00
Rent of Stable 788 00
" R I Driving Club 12 00
Canoe Registrations 6 00
Receipts from Lavatories 133 85
Commission - N E Telephone Co 15 16
Sales - Miscellaneous 31 10
Service - Ponies 15 00
Board of Ponies 4 00
Damage to Property 12 00
Refund on Water Bills 2 L72 29 15 779 40
Rent - Jos Williams Field House 61 00
Broad St - Pullmsen Diner 600 00 661 00
PARKS GENERAL
Rental - Blackstone Blvd
Houses and Garages 1 440 00
Irving Avenue 552 00
Indie Street 200 00
Neutzconkanut Park 52 00
Seekonk River (Lot) 60 00 2 304 00

MUNICIPAL GOLF COURSE

Green Fees ' 35 114 70

Commission - Telephone L2 66

Refund on Water Bills 1 410 38 36 567 T4
MUSEUM

To Reimburse on Telephone 11 00

TOTAL RECEIPTS FOR YEAR . 55 323 14




FUNDS AND EXPENDITURES

ROGER WILLIAMS PARK

Total Appropriation 207 850 43

Expenditures

Personal Services'- Salaries and Wages

Services Other Than Personal

Medical Services

Fees Not Otherwise Classified
Advertising

Heat Light and Power

Water

Repairs to Autos and Trucks
Repairs to Other Equipment
Repairs to Buildings
Maintenance and Servicing
Miscellaneous Services

Band Concerts

Orders Encumbered

Ifem I - 6 065 75

15

26

57

1 403
583
251

2 844
5 465
80
712

1 000

50

Forward

130 543 65

12 441 17

142 984 82
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Materials and Supplies

Motor Fuel
Lubricants
Tires and Tubes

Fuel

Gravel Sand and Stone
Asphaltic Products

Lumber and Hardware

Capital Outlay

Trucks and Tractors

Shop and Plant Equipment

FUNDS AND EXPENDITURES continued
i
Forward 142 984 82
Small Tools and Shop Supplies 11 37
Tducational and Recreational Supplies 2 24
1693 99
160 16
250 16
Repair Parts and Supplies for Auto-
motive and Construction Eguipment 922 59
Repair Parts and Supplies for Plant Eguip 18 66
Medical Chemical and Laboratory Supplies 21 13
5 481 39
Housekeeping Supplies and Minor Equip 482 20
Food and Bedding for Animals 15 538 12
Seeds Fertilizer Trees and Shrubs 104 77
Other Agricultural Horticultural and
Landscaping Supplies 81 62
656 76
Cement Plaster and Related Products 1 455 37
43 80
Fabricated Metal Products 1 704 17
2 006 85
Paint and Painters Supplies 976 32
Plumbing and Electrical Supplies Z 18
Materials and Supplies not Otherwise
- Classified 90 00
Miscellaneous Materials and Supplies 37 76 31 744 21
Orders Encumbered Item II - 847 25
Special Items - Liability Insurance 15 50
15 218 00
Construction and Engineering Equipment 2 921 40
Household Laundry and Refrigeration Eguip 42 25
347 00
Agricultural and Landscaping Equipment 1 996 97 20 525 62
Orders Encumbered Item V - 3 183 84
Total Expenditures Roger Williams Park 195 270 15
207 850 43 Total Appropriation
195 270 lg " Expenditures
12 580 2
10 101 84 ¢ Orders Encumbered
2 478 A/ Balance Sep 30 1952
Forward 195 270 15




FUNDS AND EXPENDITURES continued

Forward 195 270 15
ROGER WILLIAMS PARK
CHARLES H SMITH TRUST FUND
Personal Services - Salaries and Wages 53 935 30
Services Other Than Personal
Fees Not Otherwise Classified 4 00
Postage Freight and Bxpress 3 67
Heat Light and Power 734 57
Water 1 833 90
Repairs to Other Equipment 801 07
Maintenance and Servicing 72 50 3 449 T1
Materials and Supplies
Motor Fuel 731 55
Tires and Tubes 28 80
Bepair Parts and Supplies for Auto- ‘
motive or Construction Eguipment 81 21
Repair Parts and Supplies for Plant Equip 236 15
Fuel 6 918 87
Housekeeping Supplies and Minor Equip 56 28
Fertilizer Spzay Disinfectants etc : 467 70
Bulbs Seeds Trees and Shrubs 1 655 86
Agricultural and Horticultural Supplies 1 616 06
Gravel Sand and Stone 450 00
Lumber and Hardware 112 45
Paint and Painters Supplies 295 26
Fabricated Metal Products 178 03
Cement Plaster and Related Products 392 70 13 220 92
Total Expenditures
Roger Williams Park
Chaerles H Smith Trust Fund 70 605 93
5 774 04 Balance 10/1/51
65 000 00 Allotted
70 774 04 Total Available
70 605 93 Expenditures
168 11 Balance 9/30/52
Forward 265 876 08
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Forward
CHRISTMAS DISPLAY
Roger Williams Park
Total Appropriation 1 500 00
Services Other Than Personal 190 08
Materials and Supplies 435 91

Total Expenditures

Christmas Display Roger Williams Park

265 876 08

625 99

Orders Fncumbered 376 26

1 500 00 Total Appropriation
625 99 " Expenditures
874 01 Balance 9/30/52
376 26 Orders Encumbered
497 75

Forward

266 502 07
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FUNDS AND EXPENDITURES continued

Forward 266 502 07

GENERAT, PARKS

Total Appropriation 104 617 50

EXPENDITURES

Personal Services - Salaries and Wages 75 954. 29

Services Other Than Personal

Fees Not Otherwise Classified 19 00
Advertising 25 15
Heat Light and Power 141 58
Water v 1 110 56
Repairs to Automobiles and Trucks 307 06
Repairs to Construction and Other
Automotive Equipment 84 35
Maintenance and Servicing 48 75
Repairs to Highways ete 990 00
Examining Titles 18 80 2 745 85

Orders Fncumbered Item I - 1 339 10

Forward 345 202 21




FUNDS AND EXPENDITURES continued

Forward 345 202 21

Materiezls and Supplies

Motor Fuel 726 94
Lubricants 182 93
Tires and Tubes 763 T4
Repair Parts and Supplies for Automotive
or Construction Equipment 1 062 82
Fuel 358 67
Household Supplies and Minor Equipment 52 07
Seeds Fertilizer Trees and Shrubs 1 455 2
Other Agricultural and Horticultural Sup 1 200 10
Gravel Sand and Stone 4 450 00
Cement Plaster and Related Products 1 910 84
Fabricated Metal Products 110 88
Lumber and Hardware 848 83
Paint and Pazinters Supplies 212 07
Plumbing and Electrical Supplies 17 70
Pipe 307 57
Hydrants Valves and Fittings 469 64
Meters and Meter Parts 107 20
Miscellzneous Materisls and Supplies 85 29
Orders Encumbered Item II - 993 03
Capital Outlay
Autos and Motorcycles ' 1 326 00
Trucks and Tractors 4 292 00
Agricultural and Landscaping Equipment 570 89
104 617 50 Total #ppropriation
99 211 58 " Expenditures

5 405 92 Balance Sep 30 1952
__2 332 13 Orders Encumbered

3 073 79

Forward

14 322 55

6 188 89

365 713 65
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FUNDS AND EXPENDITURES continued

Forwvard
MUNICIPAL GOLF CQOURSE
Total Appropriation 47 634 23
Expenditures

Personal Services - Salaries and VWages

Services Other Than Personal
Fees not Otherwise Classified 4 00
Telephone and Telegraph 177 17
Printing and Binding 353 60
Advertising 11 00
Heat Light and Power 365 69
Water ' 1 563 73
Repairs to Construction and Other

Automotive Equipment 5 50

Repairs to Buildings 387 45
Laundry and Cleaning 563 35
Hospitalization 260 00
Miscellaneous Services 40 _00

Materisls and Supplies
Stationery Printed Forms 114 83
Small Tools and Shop Supplies 7 06
Educational and Recreational Supplies 131 00
Motor Fuel 620 19
Lubricants 68 74
Repair Parts and Supplies - Auto or Const 536 90
Fuel 754 63
Houseksep Supplies and Minor Equipment 129 00
Seeds Fertilizer Trees and Shrubs 3 168 79
Other Agricultural and Horticultural Sup 168 97
Gravel Sand and Stone 521 24
Fabricated Metal Products 15 64
Lumber and Hardware 158 00
Paint and Painters Supplies 80 34
Hydrants Valves and Fittings 21 16
Orders Encumbered Item II - 177 14

Forward

365 713 65

33 110 98

3 731 49

6 496 49

409 052 61
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FUNDS AND EXPENDITURES continued

Special Items - Liability Insurance

Capital Outley

Housekeep Laundry and Refrigeration Eg
Educational and Recreational Equipment
Agricultural and Landscaping Equipment
FEguipment not Otherwise Classified

Forward

119 53
209 40
2 294 32
206 25

409 052 61

26 00

2 829 50

Orders Encumbered Item V - 120 11

Total Expenditures
Municipal Golf Course

46 194 46

47 634 23 Total Appropriation
46 194 L6 M Expenditures

1 439 77 Balance Sep 30 1952
297 25 Orders. Encumbered

1 142 52

Forward

411 908 11

/8.




FUNDS AND EXPENDITURES continued

411 908 11
ROGER WILLIAMS PARK - MUSEUM
Total Appropristion 19 014 00
Expenditures
Personz] Services - Salaries and Vages 13 294 05
Services Other Than Personal
Telephone and Telegraph 261 92
Postage Freight and Express : 55 94
Heat Light and Power , 672 00
Repairs to O0ffice Machinery and Furniture 11 00
Repairs to Plant Equipment 10 00
Repairs to Buildings 1 189 52
Rental of Other Equipment 375
Laundry and Cleaning 21 00
Dues and Subscriptions 28 75
Miscellzneous Services 500 2 258 88
Orders Encumbered Item I - 53 08
Materials and Supplies
Stationery Printed Forms and Office Sup 172 03
Educational and Recreational Supplies 56 00
Medical Chemical and Laboratory Supplies 22 24
Fuel 963 76
Housekeeping Supplies znd Minor Equipment 156 02
Other Agricultural Horticultural and
Landscaping Supplies 9 60
Paint and Painters Supplies 127 60
Plumbing and Electrical Supplies 17 22 1 524 47
Orders Encumbered Item II - 165 33
Capltezl CQutlay - Books Maps and Charts 48 52

Totzl Expenditures Museum 17 125 92

19 014 00 Total Appropriation
17 125 92 " Expenditures
1 888 08 Balance Sep 30 1952
218 Al Orders Encumbered
1 669 67

Forward 429 034 03
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FUNDS AND EXPENDITURES continued

Forward 429 034 03

ADMINISTRATION

Total Appropriation 15 743 32

Expenditures

Personal Serviceg - Salaries and Wages 13 886 00

Services Other Than Personal

Telephone and Telegraph 1 218 25
Postage Freight and Express 76 94
Printing and Binding 95 94
Laundry and Cleaning 21 00
Dues and Subscriptions 5 25 1 417 38

Materials and Supplies

Stetionery Printed Forms and Supplies 88 31
Housekeep Supplies and Minor Equipment 9 35 97 66

Capital Cutlay

Office Fmrniture Machinery and Equipment 257 82

15 743 32 Total Appropriation
15 658 86 " Expenditures
84 46 Balance Sep 30 1952  Totzl Expenditures
Administration 15 658 86

Totzl Expenditures for year
ending Sep 30 1952 Lhth 692 89
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