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10/05/98DATE:

TO:

CC:

DARLENE M. PRICE, SENIOR PLANNER, PLANNING DIVISIONFROM:

PUBLIC COPY OF DRAFT “HARBOR MANAGEMENT PLAN, 1998-2002”RE:

DP

Attachments

lence

MICHAEL R. CLEMENT, JR., CITY CLERK

BARBARA PORIER, DEPUTY CLERK

The City Plan Commission will hold a Public Hearing to take public comments on the 
proposed “Providence Harbor Management Plan, 1998-2002”. The hearing is scheduled for 
Tuesday, October 20, 1998 at 5:00 p.m. in the Department of Planning and Development 4*** 
floor conference room. Enclosed is a copy of the plan. Please return this copy to me after 
October 7. Thank you.

Voice (401)351-4300
TDD (401)731-0203

Fax (401)351-9533

City of Providence
Inland 02903-3215

c
^barfen'ilM. Price





A Member of the Berger Group

February 26, 1998

Attn: Sam Shamoon

City of Providence - Harbor Management Plan, SAM Plan UpdateRe:

Dear Thom:

dZzH---

Encl.

Joe Pratt, Louis Berger & Associates, Inc.cc:

Pamela Morey Okolita, Project Manager 
Principal Environmental Planner

It has been a pleasure compiling this document as the City of Providence plans for future use of 
its marine resources. I would be pleased to discuss with you any opportunities to serve the city 
as the plan is submitted for public review.

Louis Berger & Associates, Inc. is pleased to submit twenty copies of the Harbor Management 
Plan/SAM Plan Update. This document reflects review comments received February 2. Also 
enclosed is Sam’s copy of the draft of Section 4 and electronic files of text, photos and graphics.

The objective of this project has been the delivery of a draft Harbor Management Plan. Public 
participation is a key paramenter in CRMC’s final approval process. This document will serve 
as the appropriate first step in developing consensus.

Mr. Thomas Deller, Deputy Director 
City of Providence
Department of Planning and Development
400 Westminster Street
Providence RI 02903

Sincerely;
LOUIS BERGER & ASSOCIATES, INC.

Louis Berger & Associates, Inc.
295 Promenade Street, Providence, RI 02908
Tel 401.521.5980 • Pox 401.331.8956

fNG/NEEJS • PtANNERS • SC/ENT/srS • ECONOMISTS • ASCHAEOtOGISTS



Providence, Rhode Island

February 27, 1998

prepared by
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Pare Engineering Corporation 
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for
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Department of Planning and Development

Draft
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Although CRMC guidance was followed in the crafting of this plan and CRMC approval is 
necessary for implementation, local participation is key to formulating the recommendations 
presented. A wide range of harbor users and regulators were consulted in the development of 
this plan. An active citizen participation effort, directed toward soliciting a broad range of 
comments, is required to formulate the final harbor management plan.

The City of Providence has made remarkable strides in reinvigorating the water-based resources 
of this harbor city. Located at the confluence of several rivers, at the head of Narragansett Bay, 
the City has enjoyed a nautical heritage throughout history. Although this heritage has become 
less important in previous decades for the movement of cargo, its importance for recreation and 
marine transportation have increased dramatically in recent years.

The key component of the Harbor Management Plan is the formation of the City of Providence 
Rivers and Harbor Commission, charged with implementing the recommendations of this plan. 
Other key functions of this commission would be to manage city piers and parks along the 
waterfront and to update state and local laws and ordinances to reflect current demands on the 
harbor.

The City of Providence requires a CRMC approved Harbor Management Plan as a tool in 
directing waterfront growth as it meets challenges for new docks, maintenance dredging, 
designation of single-use water areas, or improvement of water quality. This Harbor Management 
Plan offers the City a tool to meet these planning objectives. Appended to this document is an 
update of the Providence Harbor Special Area Management (SAM) Plan. An update of the SAM 
plan is required for CRMC approval of the Harbor Management Plan.

Section 1 
Executive Summary

In response to increasing pressures and multiple conflicts over existing water resource uses, the 
State of Rhode Island has empowered the Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC) to 
enact regulations and planning programs designed to proactively stimulate coastal communities 
to develop comprehensive municipal harbor management plans (HMPs). Submerged lands, 
coastal resources, and tidal waters of the state are subject to the State of Rhode Island’s 
jurisdiction. These areas are owned by the State and held in trust for the public. The approval 
of municipal harbor management regulations and plans is regulated under Section 300.15 of the 
Coastal Resource Management Program. This section establishes that “all rules or management 
functions that apply to the use of tidal waters adjacent to a municipality” are considered municipal 
Harbor Regulations and are subject to review and approval by the CRMC.
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Imagine ....

...All this will be possible in Providence within the next few years.

February 27. 1998Draft Plan
3

Through implementation of this Harbor Management Plan, the City of Providence is providing 
a framework to guide the rebirth of Providence Harbor. Within the past decade the City has made 
remarkable progress in implementing a fundamental shift back towards the rivers and the ocean 
after years of neglect. Those who live, work and visit in the City of Providence can once more 
claim Narragansett Bay, the Providence River, the Seekonk River, the Woonasquatucket River, 
and the Moshassuck River as jewels of the Ocean State.

This Harbor Management Plan provides the City of Providence a tool to enable current and future 
waterside users safe, equitable access to open waters, parks, marinas, and piers and wharves in 
the port. The purpose of this Harbor Management Plan is to manage the in-water activities, in 
accordance with the CRMC's Guidelines for the Development of Municipal Harbor Management 
Plans and incorporating the City 's enabling legislation. The Harbor Management Plan will assist 
the City's land-side development by virme of the in-water activities.

Spending a day sailing in the outer harbor or rowing on the Seekonk River, followed by 
a water taxi ride to Corliss Landing for a bite to eat on South Water Street. Imagine a 
gondola ride to Gardner Jackson Park to pick up a few things at the RISD bookstore, 
before boarding the Blackstone ferry for the trip back to Pawtucket. Or imagine coming 
to Newport for a convention and spending the day in Providence, with transportation via 
a high speed ferry up Narragansett Bay. Imagine taking a Boston whaler up from 
Warwick to Waterplace to see Water Fire on a beautiful summer evening. Or imagine 
a barge of new automobiles destined for Providence-area car dealerships or oil being 
barged directly to tanks along the Port of Providence without being off-loaded in the 
lower bay because of silting in the federal channel.

Through the significant public works projects both underway and on the drawing board, the City 
is poised to strengthen its position as a center of commerce and industry as well as an important 
tourist destination. And due to the geographical location of the City at the head of Narragansett 
Bay, it is integral that Providence set the pace for future urban waterfront development for ail of 
Rhode Island’s coastal communities.

Section 2 
Vision Statement
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The Port of Providence and Beyond This includes all of the area whicbns legally defined 
as the responsibility of the City of Providence which lies south of the aforementioned Outer 
Harbor.

The Outer Harbor This includes the area outside of the Fox Point Hurricane Barrier, east 
along the shoreline of India Point Park to the Washington Bridge, then southerly along the 
East Providence city line to what is now or formerly known as the Wilkes-Barre Pier. The 
southern edge of the area is defined by an imaginary line extending from the Wilkes-Barre 
Pier west to the terminus of Henderson Street.

This Harbor Management Plan addresses both immediate and future improvements to water traffic 
congestion, thereby benefiting shon-term and long-term usability of these resources. A goal of 
the project would be to reduce potential conflicts in water usage while maximizing the benefit for 
multiple use of the Harbor.

The Inner Harbor and the Rivers This area consists of all tidal areas on the interior of the 
Fox Point Hurricane Barrier, including the Providence River, the Old Harbor area. 
Waterplace Park, the Woonasquatucket River, and the Moshassuck River.

The Seekonk River This includes the area which is contained by a line which extends from 
the Pawtucket city line to the north, the East Providence city line to the east, and the 
Washington Bridge (1-195) to the south.

The relocation of Interstate 195 will have a dramatic impact on both waterfront development and 
on waler borne traffic. The redevelopment of the Port of Providence will continue. There will 
soon be water taxis traveling in and out of the inner harbor area. All of these projects help to 
fulfill the goals of mitigating traffic congestion and improving air quality in Providence (City of 
Providence, 1997).

The purpose of the Harbor Management Plan is to control land side and water side development 
along the Providence, Moshassuck, Woonasquatucket and Seekonk Rivers in four separate yet 
integral project areas which define the Harbor:

The Harbor Management Plan provides the city with a tool to direct the use of harbor resources, 
complementing several projects which are already proposed, underway or completed. The 
proposed relocation and construction of a new Providence River Bridge south of the Hurricane 
Barrier will re-route interstate traffic out of residential neighborhoods and the Jewelry District 
downtown, and will re-establish pedestrian access to 45 acres of waterfront.
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Implementation Items 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

• = ongoing, o = to be implemented

A. HARBOR COMMISSION

PCCA-1 O

CCC

cs, cc O

February 27, 1998Draft Plan
7

Create Providence Rivers and 
Harbor Commission

Formulation of a meaningful Harbor Management Plan for the City of Providence requires that 
numerous players on the waterfront accept the recommendations of the plan and that various city 
and state departments and agencies take stewardship for implementation.

A-3 Amend Chapter 11 of Municipal 
Ordinance to reflect HMP

As indicated, formation of a Rivers and Harbor Commission is a key component of the plan. 
Many tasks are the responsibility of this mayor-appointed commission. Successful implementation 
of this Harbor Management Plan requires involvement from several key city agencies and 
departments including the Providence City Council, the Department of Planning and 
Development, the Department of Public Parks, the Department of Public Works, and the 
Providence Police Department Harbor Patrol. Participation from key state agencies is also 
essential to the success of this plan. These agencies include the Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management Office of Law Enforcement and Division of Water Resources, the 
Coastal Resources Management Council, the Rhode Island Department of Transportation, the 
Rhode Island Public Transit Authority, and the Public Utilities Commission.

Section 3 
Implementation Strategy

A-2 Consider including the R&HC into 
the City Charter

The following table summarizes the tasks and the responsibilities required to bring the plan to 
fruition. Years have also been identified to present a scope on the time frames required. The 
Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council requires that approved Harbor Management 
Plans be updated every five years; a five year time frame is therefore presented.

Responsible
Party/Agency

Responsible Party/Agency: R&HC = Rivers and Harbor Commission, , PCC = Providence City Council, CS = City 
Solicitor, HP = Providence Police Department Harbor Patrol, DPP = Department of Public Parks,
DPD = Department of Planning and Development, DPW = Department of Public Works, PAD = Providence City 
Assessors Depanment, CRMC = Coastal Resources Management Council, CCC = City Charter Commission, PUC = 
Public Utilities Commission
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!
Implementation Items 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

• = ongoing, o = to be implemented

R&HC

B. REGULATORY JURISDICTION

R&HC O

DPP, R&HC O

o

o

B-5 License water taxi and ferry service PUC

Mayor, PCC o

C-3 Create pier regulations for multi-use DPP, R&HC o

C-5 Investigate need for single use areas R&HC o

R&HC O

R&HC O

R&HC

February 27. J998Draft Plan
8

C-1 Promote and enforce safe boating 
standards

B-2 Establish regulations for waterfront 
facilities at inner harbor parks

B-4 Determine jurisdiction in undefined 
federal channel; develop memorandum of 
agreement between Providence and East 
Providence

C-6 Investigate need and demand for 
moorings

C-2 Appoint the Rivers and Harbor 
Commission

C. MULTI-USE OF PROVIDENCE 
RIVERS

Responsible
Party/Agency

B-l Update Chapter 11 of Municipal 
Ordinances to assure marine safety

Responsible Party/Agency: R&HC = Rivers and Harbor Commission, , PCC = Providence City Council, CS = City 
Solicitor, HP = Providence Police Department Harbor Patrol, DPP = Department of Public Parks,
DPD = Department of Planning and Development, DPW = Department of Public Works, PAD = Providence City 
Assessors Department, CRMC = Coastal Resources Management Council, CCC = City Chaner Commission, PUC = 
Public Utilities Commission

C-7 Investigate need and demand for 
transient anchorage areas

C-8 Coordinate with CRMC to delineate 
locations for Water Fire braziers

A-4 Coordinate with CRMC
Subcommittee on Urban Ports and Harbors

B-3 Revise RIGL to limit Providence 
jurisdiction to waters north of Cranston

HP, R&HC,
RIDEM Marine Safety

HP, R&HC,
RIDEM Marine Safety

R&HC, State Legislature, 
CRMC

C-4 Enforce “no wake” speeds

R&HC, East Providence, 
PCC
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1998 1999Implementation Items 2000 2001 2002

• = ongoing, o = to be implemented

D. PUBLIC ACCESS

PAD o

R&HC O

R&HC o

R&HC, PAD

R&HC, DPD, DPP O

E. WATER QUALITY

PCC, CS, R&HC O

R&HC, HP

PCC. CS, R&HC O

PCC, DPD, DPP, R&HC

PCC, CS, R&HC O

PCC, Building Department

R&HC, DPD

February 27, 1998Draft Plan
9

D-1 Investigate legal sums of ROW 
ownership

D-2 Nominate paper streets to CRMC as 
designated rights-of-way to tidal areas

D-4 Prevent further abandonment of
ROWS to reflect RIGL 46-23-6.2

E-5 Develop harbor ordinance to enforce 
“no discharge zone”

E-6 Require Best Management Practices 
on land and at marinas

E-4 Support RIDEM efforts to establish 
City waters as a “no discharge zone”

D-5 Investigate feasibility of boat launch 
construction at Oxford Street

E-3 Prohibit liveaboards at marinas 
without pump-out facilities

Responsible Party/Agency: R&HC = Rivers and Harbor Commission, , PCC = Providence City Council, CS = City 
Solicitor, HP = Providence Police Department Harbor Patrol, DPP = Department of Public Parks,
DPD = Department of Planning and Development, DPW = Department of Public Works, PAD = Providence City 
Assessors Department, CRMC = Coastal Resources Management Council, CCC = City Chaner Commission, PUC = 
Public Utilities Commission

E-7 Review and comment on CRMC 
permits regarding environmenul impacts

E-1 Develop harbor ordinance to reflect 
RIGL 46-12-39 through 46-12-41

Responsible
Party/Agency

D-3 Develop public access at designated 
ROWS

E-2 Coordinate enforcement of RIGL 46- 
12-39
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Implementation Items 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002

• = ongoing, o = to be implemented

F. WATER USE CONSISTENCY WITH LAND USE

R&HC, PCC O

R&HC, PCC o

DPD O

G. NAVIGATION

G-1 Appoint Commissioner of Wrecks PCC, R&HC o

RIDOT O

o

PCC, DPP, DPD

PCC, DPW

PCC, DPW

G-7 Support CSO abatement project Mayor, PCC, DPD, DPP

R&HC, DPW O

R&HC O

February 27, 1998Draft Plan
10

G-2 Maintenance dredging of Waterplace 
Park after mall/ramp construction

G-8 Investigate dredging upstream of 
Eagle Street Dam

G-9 Coordinate with CRMC to develop 
dredging maintenance plan

F-1 Request CRMC designation change 
east of Park Street and north of the Fox 
Point Hurricane Barrier on the 
Woonasquamcket and Providence Rivers

F-3 Create Waterfront Downtown (W-D) 
zone

Responsible Party/Agency: R&HC = Rivers and Harbor Commission, , PCC = Providence City Council, CS = City 
Solicitor, HP = Providence Police Department Harbor Patrol, DPP = Department of Public Parks,
DPD = Department of Planning and Development, DPW = Department of Public Works, PAD = Providence City 
Assessors Department, CRMC = Coastal Resources Management Council, CCC = City Chaner Commission, PUC = 
Public Utilities Commission

G-3 Amend municipal harbor ordinance 
to limit vessel speed

G-4 Support Army Corps of Engineers 
in demolition of abandoned rail bridge

Responsible 
Party/Agency

G-6 Institute regularly scheduled catch 
basin maintenance

G-5 Institute semi-annual street 
sweeping in Woonasquatucket River 
watershed.

PCC, CS, R&HC. HP, 
RIDEM

F-2 Request CRMC designation change 
west of Park Street on Woonasquamcket 
River
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Concerns expressed by these users of Providence harbor waters were then assessed in accordance 
with existing state and municipal regulations and policies. The issues identified by this divergent 
group are identified below. Findings or current conditions are documented for each issue, 
together with municipal Policies. Objectives are further identified to provide goals for the city 
to work toward implementing. Issues presented frequently address conflicts identified in the 
Findings discussion. Implementation Strategies, summarized in Section 3, provide guidance for 
city departments and others to achieve a viable, attractive, and safe harbor for all marine users 
in Providence.

The Providence Department of Planning and Development has identified a number of issues to be 
addressed for management of harbor resources in the city. Key among the issues is the question 
of who sets policy and is in charge of the harbor management area. Many municipal regulations 
are outdated, reflecting more the days of schooners and tall-masted ships than scullers, gondolas, 
water taxis and jet skis. Issues facing the City of Providence as the Year 2000 approaches, 
therefore should be directed toward recognizing the marine resources of the city for recreation, 
marine transportation, as well as for cargo handling, and protecting these resources for the benefit 
of all residents and visitors alike.

Outlined below are a series of issues identified through contact with those involved with harbor 
issues. Input was solicited from municipal departments including the Department of Planning and 
Development, the Department of Public Parks, the Harbor Patrol of the Providence Police 
Depanment, Department of Public Works, Port Commission, ProvPort, Inc. and Emergency 
Response Committee. On the state level, input was sought from the Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management (RIDEM) Marine Safety Enforcement Division and Water Resources 
Division, RI Department of Transportation (RIDOT), Capital Center Project, and the Public 
Utilities Commission. Recreational interests contacted included the Narragansett Boat Club, the 
Brown University Boat Club, and the Community Boating Center. Commercial marine operations 
contacted included Capt. Joe Dempsey, local marinas, Baer Canoe Rentals, Intersute Navigation, 
and pon interests.

Balanced and compatible shoreline use (see F. Water Use Consistency with Land Use) 
Increased recreational opportunities and public access (see C. Multi-use of Providence 
Waters, D. Public Access)
Port development (see C. Multi-use of Providence Waters)
Improved water quality (see E. Water Quality)
Coordination and consultation (see A. Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission)

Section 4
Issues, Findings, Policies, Objectives, and Implementation Strategy

The issues discussed below relate directly to CRMC's five major goals identified in the Special 
Area Management Plan (1983) for Providence Harbor;
►

►

►

►

►
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A. PROVIDENCE RIVERS AND HARBOR COMMISSION 
rlC -k li* .
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Broaden ±e powers and responsibilities formerly delegated to the Port 
. Commission to the Rivers and Harbor Commission for all tidal waters under the 

jurisdiction of ±e Providence Police Department Harbor Patrol (see 4.B., 
Regulatory Jurisdiction, below).

February-2J^9S8^

^>®an,

1
}

FINDINGS

J

I

toe City of Providence is (toarged with management of harbor, r^^^^ 
; ^st of harbormaster remains unfilled and has largely been conduoet^by- 

Subcommittei

Charge toe Rivers and Harbor Commission as the regulatory body for toe waters 
of the City of Providence, responsible for making reasonable rules and 
regulations for the use of these waters and implementing this Harbor Management

In 1994 the City^of I^yidence sold the former municipal wharf at Field's Point to ProvPort, Inc., 
a private organization. Although the Port Commission was relieved of its responsibilities by toe 
sale, toe naunicipal wh^ will revert back to toe City of Providence thirty years from toM date. 
In 2024, tli Port Cranm^ will once again have jurisdiction over toe Field's Point section of

, Create toe Rivers and Harbor Commission by state legislation when toe City 
(is Commission convenes in 1999.

The City of Providence must implement its Harbor Management Plan in accordance with the 
requirements of th^^ode Island Coastal Resources Management Council.

Although the City of Providence Home Rule Charter has established a Port Commission"with 
jurisdiction over toe municipal wharf, there is no regulatory body with authority over the entire 
harbor, including the inner harbor and rivers, and the Seekonk River.

'S---
^4 .

a debris

toe city where its powers and responsibilities include the planning, construction and maintensmce 
of berths, docks, and toe management of the port district and all navigable waters.

OBJECTIVES

. ..

' :

The CRMC Mbcommttee on Urban Ports and Harbors is charged with undertaking a
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►

►

►

i
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Tug Roger Williams docked at the west end of India Street, in the Providence River inner harbor.

February 27, 1998Final
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Eliminate ±e post of harbormaster after creation of the Providence Rivers and 
Harbor Commission. Rivers and Harbor Commission to coordinate with the 
Providence Police Department regarding the Harbor Patrol.

Specify Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission membership to represent 
groups most concerned with implementation of the harbor management plan. 
Rivers and Harbor Commission to consist of seven members representing the 
recreational boating community, the port industry, the water transportation 
industry, the environmental community, and three citizens at large who are not 
affiliated with any of the these groups. Ex-officio representation to be provided 
from City of Providence departments including Public Parks, Police Harbor 
Patrol, and Planning and Development. As the need may rise, the Commission 
shall consult with representatives of adjacent cities.

Rivers and Harbor Commission to be a staffed department, responsible for all 
recreation and marine transportation issues in the harbor management plan area, 
exclusive of ProvPort activities at Field’s Point. Such duties to include operation 
and maintenance of Waterplace Park, riverwalks and the Gardner Jackson Park, 
new and proposed docks on the Woonasquamcket and Providence Rivers, and 
future planning and development of the Woonasquamcket Greenway, Rivers and 
Harbor Commission to coordinate with Department of Public Parks and 
Department of Planning and Development.

• V/ .^*2 -
*

' , J- I
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A4. ISSUES

AS.

A-1

A-2

A-3

A-4

February 27, 1998Draft Plan
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The City Charter Commission to consider including the Rivers and Harbor Commission 
within the City Charter when the commission next convenes.

Providence City Council to amend Chapter 11 of the Providence Municipal Ordinance to 
reflect the responsibilities of the Rivers and Harbor Commission in implementation of the 
Harbor Management Plan.

Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission to coordinate with the CRMC Subcommittee 
on Urban Ports and Harbors to assure compliance with CRMC goals.

Providence City Council to create by ordinance, the Providence Rivers and Harbor 
Commission.

PROVIDENCE RIVERS AND HARBOR COMMISSION IMPLEMENTATION 
STRATEGIES

Note: Numbers for implementation strategies are presented in Section 3.

The Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission would serve as a regulatory body to oversee 
implementation of the Harbor Management Plan and would act as a Board of Appeals to hear any 
individual aggrieved by the enforcement or implementation of the applicable portions of the 
management plan.
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REGULATORY JURISDICTIONB.

Bl. FINDINGS

Providence Harbor Management Area

February 27, 1998Draft Plan
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Seekonk River (north of the Washington Bridge): At the Providence-Pawtucket municipal line, 
the federal channel is located entirely within Providence municipal waters, as indicated in Figure 
I-A, (map 1) Jurisdiction extends to the east side of the federal channel (jurisdiction of the waters 
between the federal channel and the East Providence municipal boundary, although within the City 
of Providence, is under the jurisdiction of the East Providence harbormaster). At the shipping 
terminal south of the Bucklin Point Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF), the channel crosses 
into East Providence waters; the City of Providence therefore has jurisdiction up to the shipping

The area of the Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission’s jurisdiction is described as follows 
for the four planning areas, north to south, and is illustrated in Figure I-A (maps 1 through 3), 
presented at the end of the Harbor Management Plan:

The Harbor Management Plan area of jurisdiction includes both landside and tidal waters on the 
Providence, Seekonk, Woonasquatucket and Moshassuck Rivers. Waterside boundaries are not 
as clearly defmed. Landside areas are defmed to include land subject to flooding during a storm 
with the probability to occur at least once within a l(X)-year period as determined by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. The Providence-East Providence municipal boundary typically 
follows the easterly side of the Seekonk River. Waterside jurisdiction of the harbormaster (an 
unfilled position), however, is determined by Rhode Island General Law (RIGL) §46-4-2 to:

Il is possible, under RIGL §46-23-15.1, for coastal municipalities sharing a common boundary 
along their public waters to enter into a binding memorandum of agreement allowing 
harbormasters and other officials responsible for enforcing HMP harbor ordinances from one 
municipality to enforce the harbor ordinances of the bordering municipality providing that both 
municipalities have HMPs approved by the CRMC and the memorandum of agreement is 
approved by the respective town or city councils. Although landside activities can be managed 
through the harbor management plan, as appropriate local ordinances allow, CRMC's approval 
of the harbor management plan may not extend to landside jurisdiction. Therefore, certain types 
of activities may be identified in the harbor management plan, to which the CRMC may not be 
able to extend approval. CRMC approval is limited to in-water activities which must be consistent 
with RIGL and the CRMC’s regulations.

Include all the public waters westerly of the easterly sides of the ship channels in Seekonk 
River, Providence River and Harbor and Narragansett Bay from the Pawtucket-Providence 
city line southerly to the point of intersection of the ship-channel side with a straight line 
drawn from Rumstick Point on the east shore to Rocky Point on the west shore, excluding 
that area subject to jurisdiction of the City of Cranston, pursuant to the provision of §46-4- 
5.1.
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Grotto Brook, view north from River Drive in the vicinity of Irving Street (CRMC designated Right of 
Way) on Seekonk River. This estuary includes coastal waters designated for preservation by CRMC, 
and includes soils identified by the Natural Resources Management Council as “additional farmland of 
statewide importance."

terminal located off Bourne Avenue in East Providence. North of the Henderson Bridge in the 
vicinity of the Narragansett Boat Club the federal channel is located off the west shore but the 
municipal boundary continues to follow the east side of the river; the City of East Providence 
therefore has jurisdiction of much of the open water of the Seekonk River in this stretch including 
waters within the municipal boundary of the City of Providence. At the Henderson Bridge the 
east side of the channel parallels the municipal boundary; each city has jurisdiction of its waters 
in this area.

Outer Harbor (south of the Washington Bridge, south of the Fox Point Hurricane Barrier and 
north of Henderson Street): As indicated in the Figure I-A (map 2) entitled Providence River and 
Outer Harbor Area, south of the 1-195 Washington Bridge the municipal boundary extends 
onshore to Pier Road and the railroad tracks, and includes the East Providence Yacht Club and 
part of the Compassionate Friends of Bold Point Park, both commonly considered to be located 
in East Providence. The federal channel is undefmed in the Outer Harbor east of Fox Point to 
the Washington Bridge. The Fox Point Reach of the federal channel extends south from the 
vicinity of Henderson Street and Fox Point south to open waters of Narragansett Bay.

The federal channel south of the location of the former red bridge at Waterman Square is 
undefmed by the US Army Corps of Engineers. The municipal boundary closely follows the 
shoreline; the east approach for the abandoned bascule bridge at Crook Point is within the City 
of Providence. The Twin Islands, located off the east shore, are located within the City of 
Providence.
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South of the Providence-Cranston municipal line the Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission 
continues to have jurisdiction of the federal channel only, approximately seven miles south to a 
line drawn between Rocky Point in Warwick and Rumstick Point in Barrington. The Cranston 
harbormaster has jurisdiction to the west side of the channel, the East Providence and Barrington 
harbormasters have jurisdiction east of the channel.

The Providence Port Commission, established in Section 1016 of the Providence Home Rule 
Charter, is charged with developing the Pon of Providence through the planning, construction and

Regulations relating to use of Providence waters are promulgated in Rhode Island General Laws 
and Chapter 11 of the Providence Municipal Ordinances, as discussed in Appendix 1, Regulations 
and Jurisdiction. Many of these regulations are not current and require amendment to bring the 
City of Providence into compliance with Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC) water 
type designation and current use of Providence waters to reflect the growth of recreation and 
marine transportation in the city.

Port of Providence and Beyond (south of Henderson Street); The west side of the federal 
channel extends to the harbor line, at the end of piers on the Providence side of the Providence 
River; the east side of the channel extends to the harbor line and the end of piers on the East 
Providence side. See Figure I-A (map 3). The jurisdiction of the Providence Rivers and Harbor 
Commission therefore extends to the west end of piers on the east side. The municipal boundary, 
however, follows an irregular path across the end of the Wilkes Barre Pier, shifting into and out 
of the Fox Point Reach of the channel to Kettle Point in East Providence where the municipal 
boundary follows the shoreline. Jurisdiction of the Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission 
extends only to the east side of the channel and not the municipal line along the shoreline.

The Cities of East Providence and Warwick have approved harbor management plans and have 
harbormasters charged with enforcement. The City of Cranston is currently preparing a harbor 
management plan; the City of Pawtucket has no current intentions to prepare a plan. It is critical 
that the City of Providence work with the Cities of East Providence and Cranston in the 
management of harbor issues, in accordance with RIGL §46-23-15.1. This is especially important 
along the Seekonk River and along the federal channel in the Providence River. With jurisdiction 
south to the vicinity of Rocky Point and Rumstick Point it is important that all cities cooperate in 
enforcement actions.

Inner Harbor and the Rivers (north of Fox Point Hurricane Barrier); The inner harbor portion 
of the harbor management area extends through downtown Providence, up the Providence River 
to the relocated Woonasquatucket and Moshassuck Rivers as indicated in Figure I-A (map 2). 
Key features of this portion include the area constructed as part of the Capital Center Special 
Development District, including Waterplace Park. Jurisdiction extends west on the 
Woonasquatucket River, along Kinsley Street to a dam near Eagle Street, and north on the 
Moshassuck River to Smith Street, south of a dam near Mill Street.
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Although the Providence harbormaster has jurisdiction of the federal channel extending south to 
Warwick and Barrington (according to RIGL), in reality these duties are performed by the USCG. 
The movement of cargo vessels in the federal channel is monitored by the USCG. It is no longer 
relevant to burden the City of Providence with responsibility for activities in the channel south 
of its municipal boundary with Cranston.

The US Coast Guard (USCG) has enforcement authority on federal waters (generally costal waters 
and rivers and lakes with area in more than one state). In addition, Department of Environmental 
Management Conservation and Boating Safety Officers, harbormasters, and police officers have 
authority to enforce state laws and regulations on all state tidal waters.

maintenance of harbor facilities as outlined in Appendix 1, Regulations and Jurisdiction. These 
duties, however, have largely been assumed by ProvPort, Inc., a private non-profit organization. 
The commission meets irregularly and has few current objectives.

The City of Providence Department of Public Parks has no regulations in place for use of four 
proposed docks at Waterplace Park, Citizens Bank, Gardner Jackson Park, and Dyer Street. 
Currently maintenance personnel are on site during the weekday shift. Personnel notify the 
Providence Police Department when needed for enforcement. No staff is posted during evening 
or weekend periods. Permits are currently issued by the Department of Public Parks for use of 
the two docks at India Point Park, the ferry dock used by the Block Island Ferry, and the 
Ceremonial Dock, used by visiting tall ships.

The Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM) Marine Safety 
Enforcement Division coordinates with the Providence Harbor Patrol for enforcement and rescues. 
RIDEM is responsible for procuring federal permits for navigation speed zones and is responsible 
for deploying “no wake” buoys and posting speed and warning signs. The US Coast Guard 
maintains all non-private navigational buoys. According to RIDEM, speed zones exist from Fox 
to India Point, between Henderson and Washington Bridges, and zones are proposed between 
India and Bold Point Parks (signs are being made and permits reviewed). RIDEM issues permits 
for boat parades and regattas.

The position of harbormaster is currently unfilled in Providence. One officer of the Providence 
Police Department is assigned as a harbor patrol with jurisdiction including the Seekonk River, 
Waterplace Park on the Woonasquatucket River, Fox Point, and Upper Bay to ProvPort at Field’s 
Point. The harbor patrol is charged with enforcement of state and municipal regulations including 
a five mile per hour vessel speed limit between the Crawford Street bridge and Sassafras Point 
(north of Field’s Point) and no more than forty-five miles per hour speed limit during dayli^. 
No wake signs are posted on the Narragansett Boat Club on the Seekonk River. Speed is not 
limited in other water areas.
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Narragansen Electric operates parks at Collier Point and two landings at Point Street. Both have 
posted rules and regulations which are enforced by a security guard.

The Cities of Providence and East Providence must work closely to manage use of Seekonk and 
Providence River waters where harbormaster jurisdiction extends beyond municipal boundaries.

The Public Utilities Commission (PUC) is charged under Title 39. Chapter 13, with licensing any 
company providing motorized transportation service for hire, operating between fixed points or 
over regular routes of the state. To protect public welfare, regulated carriers are required to 
maintain adequate insurance. The route of the Providence to Newport to Block Island ferry is 
therefore subject to PUC licensing, as is any water taxi service operating to and from any piers 
in the inner or outer harbor. The gondola is not subject to PUC licensing as it is not motorized; 
excursion service is not licensed as it renims to the same dock. The PUC also regulates fares.

Boating regulations must be enforced consistently by all enforcement agencies on the municipal, 
state and federal level.
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Define Providence and East Providence jurisdiction in the undefined federal channel 
between the Seekonk federal channel in the vicinity of Waterman Square (former red 
bridge crossing) and the Fox Point Reach of the Providence River federal channel

Establish regulations for joint commercial and recreational use of Providence River 
(including Old Harbor Plan) piers for commercial excursion boat! water taxi, high 
speed ferry service to Newport, ferry service to Pawtucket, Block Island ferry as 
well as recreational craft. Consider limiting recreational use to hours commercial 
use is not scheduled.

Establish regulations for the joint commercial and recreational use of the Providence 
River in the Port of Providence area.

Establish harbor regulations regarding vessel speed, vessel speed zones, vessel 
operations, and addressing swimming (prohibited), fishing, shellfishing (prohibited), 
use of vessels as abodes, etc.

Although RIDEM considers the upper Providence River and Waterplace Park subject to harbor 
speeds of 5 MPH, no wake, the Providence harbor patrol has indicated that no speed zones apply 
unless posted visibly (signs near the Hurricane Barrier are missing, one near Doubloon Landing 
faces landward). The RIDEM Marine Safety Enforcement Division has expressed concerns about 
visiting boaters and jet skiers in upper Providence River and Waterplace Park (according to RIGL 
§46-27-2, Regulations of Personal Watercraft, a person may not operate a personal watercraft 
within two hundred feet of shore except at headway speed, thereby preventing use of jet skis and 
other personal craft at speeds producing wakes in the inner harbor).

Establish regulations for the commercial, marine transportation, and recreational use 
of the Seekonk River for rowing sculls, personal watercraft, other recreational 
boating, the proposed Blackstone ferry, and commercial vessels in the federal 
channel.

Establish regulations prohibiting overnight recreational docking at public facilities 
(docks, floats and ornamental rings) in the inner harbor.

Amend RI General Law to remove Providence harbormaster jurisdiction in the 
federal shipping channel south of the Providence-Cranston municipal boundary.
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Rivers and Harbor Commission to update municipal pon ordinance to assure safety of all 
marine uses.

The Public Utilities Commission to license water taxi service and any future ferry service 
in the inner harbor.

Providence Parks Department to collaborate with the Rivers and Harbor Commission on the 
establishment of regulations for use of waterfront facilities at inner harbor parks.

Rivers and Harbor Commission to work with the City of East Providence to determine 
jurisdiction in the undefmed channel between the Seekonk and Providence Rivers federal 
channels and to develop a memorandum of agreement between Providence and East 
Providence.

State legislature to amend RIGL to eliminate position of harbormaster and transfer 
responsibilities to the Providence Rivers and Harbors Commission, and to limit Providence 
Rivers and Harbor Commission jurisdiction to the area south of the Pawtucket-Providence 
municipal boundary and north of the Providence-Cranston municipal boundary.

According to Chapter 11 of the Providence City Ordinances, the duty of the Providence 
harbormaster is to manage the movement of commercial vessels in the federal shipping channel. 
This jurisdiction is specified in RIGL §46-4-2. extending seven miles south of Field’s Point, 
through the municipalities of Cranston, East Providence, to Warwick and Barrington. The 
USCG, however, manages most commercial traffic in the federal channel. Currently the 
harbormaster’s position if unfilled by the City of Providence.
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The CRMC has granted assent (A97-5-42) to moor up to thirty braziers in which the fires are laid 
for a period of one year from the date of assent issuance (May 16, 1997). All braziers are to be 
removed from tidal waters no later than one year from that date (May 16, 1998). A new CRMC

Although historically much of Providence's use of the harbor and rivers has been for limited 
recreation dominated by commercial movements of fuel, lumber, automobiles, etc., as the city 
rediscovers its rivers through construction of parks in the downcity area, potential use has 
broadened substantially. With completion of facilities which have already been funded, use of the 
inner harbor and rivers will grow to include recreational and marine transportation use as well. 
It may be expected that as more tourists and residents of Rhode Island discover the Old Harbor, 
pressures upon its use will increase.

Water Fire Providence, a multisensory environmental art event, has been scheduled for several 
evenings in 1997, following up its successful inauguration the preceding year. Designed by artist 
Barnaby Evans, the event features a series of bonfires along segments of the Providence and 
Woonasquatucket Rivers, augmented with rhythmic, syncopated music broadcast from speakers 
along the length of the display. As flames weave in the sea breeze, warming those on shore, and 
timbers crackle, a bonfire aroma pervades. Spectators of all ages come together to stroll the 
river's walkways or sit on the river's edge, creating a vibrant and dynamic evening display. 
Throngs of people have wimessed these events, bringing nightlife to the river's edge.

The CRMC identified five major goals in the Special Area Management Plan (1983) for 
Providence Harbor. Increased recreational opportunities and public access was one of the goals 
identified; port development was also identified as a CRMC goal. Multi-use of the harbor is key 
to achieving these goals.

The City of Providence Parks Department has an active schedule of events for the waterfront 
parks within the City. The two major municipal waterfront parks are Waterplace Park, to be 
operated by the Rivers and Harbor Commission, and India Point Park, operated by the 
Department of Public Parks. At Waterplace Park, a number of boating uses are being considered, 
concerts are scheduled, a celebrity boat race for canoes and kayaks are planned as well. 
Additional events at this outer harbor park include boat parades, display of art work in the park, 
an on river art boat parade, and a steamboat rally. The Community Boating Center, located at 
India Point Park, also affords youth of the city an opportunity to learn to sail in the Outer Harbor. 
Blackstone Park, a passive recreational park, is accessed by scenic River Drive and pedestrian 
walks. This park also provides scenic views of the Seekonk River. See Appendix 4, Public 
Access.
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Two rowing facilities, the Narragansett Boat Club on River Drive, and the Brown University 
rowing team with a boathouse south of the Washington Bridge adjacent to India Point Park, use

assent is required to maintain the braziers beyond the expiration date. Should navigational or 
other unanticipated impacts be realized prior to the expiration date of the assent, the CRMC is 
empowered to require the removal of all assented structures within a reasonable time frame.

The popular 14-mile East Bay Bike path which traverses through five East Bay communities 
between Bristol and Providence, has its northern terminus at India Point near the Gano Street exit 
of 1-195. The RIDOT planned statewide bicycle facility network includes the vision of connecting 
the East Bay bikeway to the state’s approximately 22-mile Blackstone River Bikeway project 
which would extend to the Massachusetts state line in North Smithfield. Currently segments of 
±e Blackstone River Bikeway are under design. The routing for the bikeway through northern 
Providence has not yet been determined.

Water Fire, an environmental art performance, draws thousands to the Providence and 
Woonasquatucket Rivers.

The Woonasquatucket Greenway project, a pedestrian walkway, interpretive trail and bike path 
extending from Waterplace Park upstream to Dyerville on the Johnston line is being planned and 
funding has been identified for implementation. The ultimate goal is to create a greenway 
extending from India Point Park, up the Providence River to the Woonasquatucket River. 
Although a primary focus of the project is to enable Olneyville neighborhood residents to reclaim 
ownership of the Woonasquatucket River through education, awareness, and pride, the greenway 
also extends along the riverside promenade along Kinsley and Promenade Streets. This project, 
under the direction of the Providence Plan, is funded by the City and several national funds and 
involves multi agency coordination on the municipal, state and federal level. The 
Woonasquatucket Greenway project conforms with the City's Comprehensive Plan goal to create 
greenways and pedestrian pathways along all water bodies in the city.

4• w
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Baer Canoe Sales and Rental both sells and rents kayaks and canoes from its shop near Doubloon 
Landing, on South Water Street. See Map 2 of 3 of Figure I-A. Joe Baer also runs tours and 
instructional programs and coordinates races in other marine events.

There are no swimming beaches along tidal rivers in the City of Providence. Neither the Seekonk 
nor the Providence Rivers have water quality suitable for swimming although people have been 
observed swimming at the Compassionate Friends of Bold Point Park, on the East Providence side 
of the river (actually within the Providence municipal boundary).

The Providence Harbor Management Plan area is rich in history. See Appendix 2 for further 
information on the historical maritime heritage of the city. The Blackstone River Valley National 
Heritage Corridor (BVNHC) includes certain historic and cultural lands, waterways and structures 
within the Blackstone River Valley. The BVNHC begins on the shores of the Seekonk River just 
north of the Washington Bridge in Providence and extends northerly along the shores of the 
Blackstone River into Worcester. The BVNHC Commission emphasizes the public use of valley 
resources through high-visibility recreational activities and programs, including the development 
of bikeways, greenways, and other recreational opportunities focusing on the river’s edge.

Marine transportation has recently enjoyed a resurgence in Providence. Although Providence 
historically served as a major harbor for steamship travel, service virtually halted over the past 
fifty years. Today marine transportation ranges from gondolas and excursion service to ferry 
service to Block Island. Both the Rhode Island Department of Transportation (RIDOT) and the

There are no designated mooring fields in waters of the City of Providence. Sufficient depth and 
protection from exposure to wind and waves is not available at locations providing existing 
suitable landside use (including access, compatibility with zoning, and parking).

Two marinas are located in Providence. The Old Harbor Marina, located north of the Fox Point 
Hurricane Barrier on the east shore, has slips for 56 boats with additional capacity for transients. 
Landside facilities include showers, restrooms, and wash/dry facilities. No gas or pumpouts are 
available at the Old Harbor Marina. Approximately 12 boats are used by liveaboards (as 
dwellings) during the summer months. Bootleggers Marina, located at the former Shooters 
Restaurant at Fox Point, provides slips for 10 to 15 boats. Restrooms, showers, ice, gas and a 
marine pumpout are available at this seasonal marina. This marina is not used by liveaboards. 
The East Providence Yacht Club, located south of the 1-195 Washington Bridge, is actually 
located within the Providence municipal boundary.

the Seekonk River to practice and race. The rowing season extends from March through 
November. On a nice day in September up to sixty Narragansett Boat Club members could be 
out rowing a total of 400 miles on the Seekonk. Two regattas are held each year with courses 
extending from Swan Point off Providence to the Getty Pier in East Providence. The Narragansett 
Boat Club offers rowing lessons to the public from May to October.
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Gondola service, with "Marco" at the helm, has recently been initiated in the inner harbor and 
rivers with a dock at Citizens Bank. This tourist-oriented service provides a scenic tour from 
Waterplace to the Hurricane Barrier from May to September.

The Blackstone Valley Tourism Council offers excursion tours on the Blackstone Explorer, a 49- 
passenger, shallow draft, no wake river boat. For a six-week period, in either the spring and fall 
or summer and fall, the Blackstone Explorer offers 45-minute tours from the Point Street Landing, 
up river to Waterplace Park, down river through the Hurricane Barrier, and back. Four or five 
tours are scheduled daily. The Council has a license with the PUC and an agreement with 
Narragansen Electric to utilize the dock. Parking is available at the adjacent lot at Davol Square.

RIDOT continues to play an instrumental role in supporting multimodal marine transportation in 
Providence as demonstrated by the several key project involving provision of high speed

Rhode Island Public Transit Authority (RIPTA) continue to explore the feasibility of instituting 
ferry service to Pawtucket and Nanagansett Bay harbors in Bristol, Warren, and Newport.

Interstate Navigation operates a passenger ferry with seasonal service to Block Island via 
Newport. One round trip daily departs from India Point Park. A docking permit is issued by 
the Providence Parks Department. A pump out facility is available at the India Point dock to 
discharge sanitary sewerage to the municipal sewer system.

Excursion service is provided by Capt. Joe Denqjsey on South Water Street, north of the 
Hurricane Barrier. Capt. Joe has previously submitted proposals to the Public Utilities 
Commission to operate a water taxi service in the inner harbor. He currently operates one 12- 
passenger vessel from May to September, weather permitting.
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commuter ferry service to Newport, dock construction of the Providence and Woonasquatucket 
rivers, and ferry service to Pawtucket.

RIDOT, in joint venture with RIPTA, recently was awarded a federal Congestion Management/ 
Air Quality (CMAQ) grant for a two phase project for high speed commuter ferry service to 
Newport and other Narragansett Bay points. CMAQ grants are awarded by the Federal Highway 
Administration to maintain or create air quality improvements through use of high occupancy 
vehicles such as ferry boats. The first pnase of RIDOT's CMAQ grant entails planning and travel 
demand forecasting, to be conducted within the first year. The second phase is a service contract 
for the operation, marketing, and servicing of the ferry. Although RIDOTZRIPTA would oversee 
this federal grant, the intent is to subsidize the private operation of initial ferry operation.

RIDOT has received a $1.08 million (80/20 federal/state split) grant from the FHWA Ferry Boat 
Discretionary Fund for development of a service agreement for the proposed Blackstone Ferry. 
This agreement will cover service, marketing and operation of the Blackstone Ferry which would 
have rights to operate on the Seekonk and Providence Rivers between Pawtucket and downtown

RIDOT’s South Water Street project. Phase I of the 1-195 relocation project, is scheduled for 
construction in 1998/99. Waterfront features include a riverwalk along the east bank of the 
Providence River and replacement of the temporary Doubloon Landing canoe/kayak dock with 
a 350-foot dock and a boardwalk adjacent to three parcels identified for development at Doubloon 
Landing.

Potential ferry landing sites identified in Providence include India Point Park, inside the Hurricane 
Barrier at Corliss Landing on the east shore or the Point Street Landing on the west side. If 
sufficient clearance were available under the Point Street bridge, the ferry could travel upstream 
to Waterplace Park or intermittent wharves. RIPTA would provide shuttle service from any 
Providence Harbor ferry landing to the downtown area.

Four vessel size ranges will be considered during the first phase of the CMAQ grant: up to 49 
’’ssengers, 49 to 75 passengers, 75 to 125 passengers, and over 125 passengers. The size would 

"dant upon findings of the marketing study and on the capacities of existing waterfront 
ire to accommodate vessels of the size proposed. Proposed vessel dimensions are 8 

foot Clearance and 14 foot beam (width), with shallow draft.

RIDOT recently received authorization for construction of floats along the Providence and 
Woonasquatucket Rivers at Waterplace, Citizens Bank, Gardner Jackson Park, and Dyer Street 
as pan of Memorial Boulevard Contract 7. These floats are funded for commercial purposes; 
recreation would be a secondary use. RIDOT is not aware of any use regulations for these Capital 
Center Project sites. As part of Contract 7, the Providence River will be dredged from Crawford 
Street, near the Gardner Jackson Park, to the Point Street Bridge. A 30-foot wide channel will 
be dredged along the west side of the Providence River from the Crawford Street bridge south to 
the vicinity of the former Narragansett Electric South Street Station. Dredging is scheduled for 
1998.
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Providence. Year round operation is proposed. It is anticipated that the grant would fund 
subsidized operation for three to five years.

The Blackstone Ferry project envisions two 48-passenger commuter shuttles which would serve 
the 5,500 people who currently commute from Pawtucket to Providence. During off-peak hours, 
the vessels would carry tourists to historic Pawtucket and the Blackstone Valley National Heritage 
Corridor. This project is noted in the State's Water Transportation Plan for the Year 2010 to be 
incorporated into the State Guide Plan. The project is consistent with the City of Providence 
Comprehensive Plan. It is also consistent with City of Pawtucket and East Providence Harbor 
Development Plans and other water-related studies.

The Blackstone ferries are proposed as shallow-draft vessels with an air-draft allowing for safe 
navigation under the Point Street Bridge, other Providence canal bridges, and if possible, into 
Waterplace Park. Each shuttle's speed would be approximately 18-22 knots for total trip time of 
25 minutes. School Street Pier or would provide the northern terminus in Pawmcket with a 
possible intermediary stop at Bold Point in East Providence. If clearance beneath the Point Street 
Bridge is not possible, Narragansett Electric docks on the West Side of the Providence River 
would likely be the docks used for ferry service.

Historically the Port of Providence served as the principal cargo-handling area in the city. Ships 
calling at Providence include tankers, dry bulk carriers, roll-on roll-off ships, break bulk carriers, 
contamer ships and other freight carriers. A tug boat company and a ferry service operate out of 
the Fox Point/India Point area. Naval and Coast Guard vessels, cruise ships, and tall sailing ships 
may also visit periodically.



City of Providence Harbor Management Plan

area.

C2. POLICY

Multiple use should be encouraged through enactment of adequate regulations and enforcement.

C3. OBJECTIVE

Encourage use of marine resources by populations of all city neighborhoods.

Encourage tourism and oppormnities to enjoy Providence's waterfront heritage.

Encourage port development.►

►

Drttft Plan February 27. 1998
28

Maximize safe use of harbor and river resources for recreation, marine transportation, and 
port purposes.

Primary imports at Providence include petroleum products, liquified natural gas, cement, lumber, 
chemicals, salt and automobiles. Primary exports are scrap metal and waste paper. Ship repair 
services are available, and two marine contractors have equipment yards and docks within the port

Improve air quality by providing a high-occupancy vehicle (vessels) alternative for 
commuters and tourists.

may also visit periodically.
Approximately eleven different operating port terminals line the west side of the Providence River 
between Field's Point to the south and Henderson Street (Collier Point) to the north as illustrated 
on Figure HI-IA. In addition, two terminals are located in Providence on the north side of the 
mouth of the Seekonk River. Commercial shipping piers and wharves handle oil and petroleum 
products, scrap metal, cement, chemicals, liquified gas, salt, lumber, automobiles, and ship 
repair.

Single use designation of areas should only be identified to protect the safety of those in smaller 
vessels.

The City of Providence supports the multiple use of its rivers for recreation, marine 
transportation, and pon development.

The Municipal Wharf, formerly owned by the City of Providence and consisting of six ship berths 
along Field’s Point, is now owned and operated by ProvPort, Inc., a private non-profit 
organization. Six ship berths labeled berth one through berth six at the municipal wharf are 
grouped into two terminals according to function and use.
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Ns the city's waterfront becomes more popular, conflicts will arise between user groups with 
diverse needs. Safety must not be compromised as multiple use is encouraged. Funding for inner 
harbor and river piers prioritizes use for commercial over recreational use.

Currently there are no mooring fields in the City of Providence. If the need for moorings and 
mooring fields is identified through public panicipation and input, this must be addressed in the 
HMP. CRMC guidelines for the Development of Municipal Harbor Management Plans outline 
mooring requirements. As indicated, sufficient depth and protection from wind are not available 
at locations providing existing suitable landside use for development of mooring fields.

C-2 The Rivers and Harbor Commission to provide overall management of all tidal waters as 
defined by RIGL.

C-1 The Providence Harbor Patrol to promote and enforce safe boating standards pursuant to 
RIGL §46-22 and proposed harbor regulations (see Appendix 1).

C-6 The Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission to investigate the need and demand for 
public mooring fields in the harbor management area. If warranted, the Providence Rivers 
and Harbor Commission is to conduct site feasibility smdies, and, if feasible, establish 
regulations and create a municipal mooring field.

Pon use for transpon of heavy cargo is severely limited by shoaling in the federal Providence 
River channel. See Section 4.G, Navigation.

C-5 The Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission (see Section 4.A) to investigate the need to 
initiate single-use areas for such uses as sculling, rowing, canoeing, and kayaking to protect 
the safety of participants, or to establish “no wake” zones in areas of adequate expanse for 
safety of small boats.

C-4 The Harbor Patrol to be charged with enforcement of speed and operation regulations in the 
inner harbor and rivers where wakes reflect off of walls and bridges, creating dangerous 
conditions for canoes and kayaks and in posted reaches of the Seekonk River where scullers 
and rowers area easily capsized by wakes.

C-3 The Providence Parks Department and the Rivers and Harbor Commission to create 
regulations for use of piers and floats in the inner harbor area which enable multiple use for 
recreation when not in conflict with commercial (marine transportation) use as specified in 
grant applications for these facilities.
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C-7 The Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission to investigate the need and demand for 
transient anchorage areas in the harbor management area. If warranted, the Providence 
Rivers and Harbor Commission to designate mooring or dock space near pump-out facilities.

C-8 The Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission to coordinate with the CRMC to delineate 
appropriate locations for the Water Fire braziers to minimize potential conflicts with 
navigation.
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Property currently privately-owned but vacant may have the potential to provide public access to 
the shore. A vacant parcel located along Oxford Street, in the vicinity of the former Shepard

Public access is also provided through rowing classes offered by the Narragansett Boat Club and 
sailing classes at the Community Boating Center.

Public access is provided at numerous public parks including Waterplace Park, Gardner Jackson 
Park. Doubloon Landing, and Corliss Landing in the inner harbor, Gano Street Playground (no 
developed waterfront), and Blackstone Park along the Seekonk River, and India Point Park in the 
outer harbor. Facilities range from passive recreation opportunities with paths and seating, to bail 
fields for active recreation and provide scenic waterfront vistas. Floats and piers provide dock 
space at several parks. See Appendix IV, Public Access for a description of facilities at each site. 
Additional public access is provided at parks constructed and operated by Narragansett Electric 
at Collier Point Park and Point Street Landings. Facilities include those for passive recreation, 
the only boat ramp on the Providence side of the river, and docks.

Numerous unpaved or paper streets are listed by the Providence Assessor’s office as providing 
potential access to the shoreline. The CRMC subcommittee on Rights-of -Ways publishes a listing 
of all CRMC designated Rights-of-Way to tidal areas of the state, including two with access to 
the Seekonk River in Providence: Butler Avenue and Irving Avenue.
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warehouse, may be suitable for construction of a boat launch. See Figure 11-5, Possible Locations 
for a First Class Boat Launch.

Ensure that there are usable rights-of-way to the shoreline in each area of the City. The City 
should investigate vacant shorefront private property for suitability of constructing a public 
boat ramp.

The CRMC identified five major goals in the Special Area Management Plan (1983) for 
Providence Harbor. Increased recreational opportunities and public access was one of the goals 
identified.

D-2 The Rivers and Harbor Commission to investigate the potential for nominating these paper 
streets to CRMC for designation on the listing of designated public rights of way to tidal 
areas. This is especially important in the Port of Providence area where limited access to 
the shoreline is possible at this time.

D-4 The City of Providence to prevent further abandonment of public rights-of-way to the 
shoreline. In accordance with RIGL §46-23-6.2, no city shall abandon a right-of-way 
designated as such by the CRMC, (Irving St. and Butler Ave.) unless the council approved 
the abandonment.

D-3 The Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission to investigate development potential of 
recreational access at ROWs and apply for grants for funding.

D-1 The Assessor’s Department to investigate legal status of ownership of rights-of-way listed 
on assessor’s plans (Appendix 4, Public Access), especially at East Transit Street, India 
Street, Public Street, and Thurbers Avenue.

There are many rights-of-way in Providence which are listed by the Assessor’s office which have 
not been documented, designated or marked as CRMC rights-of-way. Many are littered, 
overgrown, or obstructed by expansion of adjacent private property.
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D-5 Rivers and Harbor Commission to investigate the need and feasibility of constructing a boat 
launch at the eastern end of Oxford Street, an available right-of-way to the harborfront.
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The Narragansett Bay Commission (NBC) is currently undertaking a combined sewer overflow 
(CSO) abatement program to reduce the discharge of untreated storm and sanitary flow into the 
Woonasquatucket, Moshassuck, Seekonk and Providence Rivers. The Field’s Point WWTF has 
been upgraded to improve the quality of effluent discharged to the Providence River. The NBC 
flies a red flag at the Bucklin Point WWTF when untreated CSOs are discharged to receiving 
waters during a storm event. This flag is visible for rowers on the Seekonk River.

In the event of an oil or hazardous material spill at the waterfront, notification and contingency 
plans are immediately set into place. The US Coast Guard acts as the Federal-on-Scene 
Coordinator (for a spill on land, the US EPA may assume the federal role), and will make a 
determination as to the adequacy of the response. The Federal-On-Scene coordinator may 
“federalize” the spill response and assume control if this federal agency determines that the 
terminal operator’s response is inadequate.

Although federal law requires all recreational boats with an installed toilet to be equipped with 
approved marine sanitation devices (MSDs), boats continue to discharge treated wastes legally and 
untreated wastes illegally into coastal waters. RIDEM is currently in the process of filing a 
permit with the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to establish Narragansett Bay as a 
“no discharge zone” for marine sanitary waste. Bootleggers Marina, located behind the former 
Shooters Restaurant at Fox Point, operates a marine pump-out facility which discharges to the 
NBC sewer system. A pump-out at the India Point Park dock serves commercial users such as 
the Block Island ferry and excursion boats. Additional recreational pump-outs are located in 
Cranston, immediately south of Field’s Point. Approximately 12 boats are used by liveaboards 
at the Old Harbor Marina which does not operate a pump-out facility.

The Providence and Seekonk Rivers are currently unsuitable for swimming or shellfishing (see 
Appendix 3, Resource Inventory}. These rivers and their tributaries within the project area are 
characterized as "not attainable," "threatened," or "not supponed" for the aforementioned 
activities in "The State of the State's Waters" (1994). The Providence River and all of its 
tributaries have been permanently closed by RIDEM to shellfishing north of Conimicut Point. 
The Field's Point and Bucklin Point Waste Water Treatment Facilities (WWTFs) have point 
source outlets which discharge into these waters. Upstream sources of degradation include non­
point source discharge of pollutants from storm drains, ISDS leaching, and overland runoff.

Oil terminal operators and hazardous material storage facility owners are bound by federal and 
state laws to have response plans available for immediate implementation in the event of a 
petroleum or hazardous material spill. Primary response plans prepared by terminal operators 
include an Emergency Response Action Plan and a Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasure 
Plan.
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The City must enforce the prohibition of sanitary waste discharges from MSDs while in the harbor 
management area per RIGL §46-12-39.

Encourage the installation and use of Best Management Practices at marinas 
and waterfront commercial properties.

The City of Providence supports actions to improve water quality, including the Narragansett Bay 
Commission’s Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) abatement program.

The City of Providence supports efforts to minimize public and private discharges of pollutants 
into the City’s waters.

The City of Providence supports the CRMC policy insuring that marinas with liveaboards provide 
pumpout facilities.

The CRMC identified five major goals in the Special Area Management Plan (1983) for 
Providence Harbor. Improved water quality is one of the goals.

iu
Corliss Landing Park on the Providence with Old Harbor Marina and the Point Street Bridge in 
the background.

■ •
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The City supports the policies of the CRMC regarding the requirements for the installation 
and use of pump-out stations at marinas and any future public mooring fields.

E-2 Rivers and Harbor Commission to coordinate with the Providence Police Department Harbor 
Patrol to enforce RIGL §46-12-39.

E-3 The City to prohibit liveaboards at existing marinas without pump-outs through Harbor 
Ordinance or seek funding for construction of a pumpout at Old Harbor Marina; the City 
shall continue to support the CRMC policies regarding pumpout facilities at new and 
expanding marinas.

E-5 Rivers and Harbor Commission to develop a Harbor Ordinance to enforce the future 
designation of a no discharge zone.

E-1 Rivers and Harbor Commission to develop a Harbor Ordinance reflecting state water 
pollution regulations, RIGL §46-12-39 through §46-12-41 (discharge of sewage from boats).

E-6 The City, through the City Building Code, to require the implementation of Best 
Management Practices (BMPs) on land and at marinas in accordance with CRMC 
regulations.

E-4 The City of Providence to support RIDEM in establishing the designation of a "No 
Discharge Zone" for the City's waters.

E-7 The Rivers and Harbor Commission to review and supply comment to the City Plan 
Commission on CRMC permits regarding the impact of proposed development on coastal 
lands and environments.

-r-’"

Historical use of rivers for water power and industrial processing has degraded the quality of 
Providence waters. Clean Water Act implementation has improved the quality of water in the 
city. CSO abatement will further lead to water quality improvements. Marinas and mooring 
fields have not historically degraded the water quality, but are viewed by water quality regulatory 
programs as being potential polluters and therefore, require up-front mitigation. Hence, CRMC 
policies requires that all new marinas and significant expansion of marinas install pumpout 
facilities.
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According to RIGL §46-23, it shall be the policy of the state to preserve, protect, develop, and 
where possible, restore the coastal resources of the state for this and succeeding generations 
through comprehensive and coordinated long-range planning and management designed to produce 
the maximum benefit for society from these coastal resources. See Appendix 3, Resource 
Inventory, for further description of CRMC definitions and allowable activities in its designated 
type waters.

Providence and Woonasquatucket Rivers are Type 6, Industrial Waterfronts and 
Commercial Navigation Channels.

Seekonk River outside of the federal channel is Type 4, Multipurpose Waters; the 
channel is Type 6. A wetland along Grotto Brook near Gulf Avenue south of Butler 
Hospital is a coastal wetland in Type 4 waters designated for protection.

Type 5 Waters - Commercial and Recreational Harbors: The Council's goals are to maintain 
a balance among diverse port-related activities, including recreational boating, commercial fishing, 
restaurants, and other water-enhanced businesses; to promote the efficient use of space; and to 
protect the scenic characteristics that make these areas valuable to tourism. These waters are 
adjacent to waterfront areas that support a variety of tourist, recreational, and commercial 
activities. Berthing, mooring, servicing of recreational crafts, commercial fishing vessels or 
ferries, water-dependent, water-enhanced commerce, maintenance of navigational channels and 
removal of obstructions to navigation are allowable uses in Type 5 waters. There are currently 
no Type 5 waters designated in the Providence harbor management area.

Type 4 Waters - Multipurpose Areas: The CRMC policies for multi-purpose waters are to 
maintain a balance among the diverse activities that coexist in Type 4 waters (as described in 
Appendix 3); therefore, allowable and non-allowable uses for these areas will be measured against 
the degree to which they impair other activities such as fishing, water quality, navigation and 
recreational uses.

The CRMC identified five major goals in the Special Area Management Plan (1983) for 
Providence Harbor. Balanced and compatible shoreline use is identified as one of the major goals.

CRMC has designated the waters of Providence as two water types as indicated in Figure n-2B, 
existing CRMC water use map:
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Waterplace Park provides a dramatic link between the city and the Woonasquatucket River.

Providence Land and Water Use
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Modernization and increased industrial fisheries, berthing, loading and unloading, and servicing 
of commercial vessels, construction and maintenance of pon facilities, navigational channels and 
berths, and construction and maintenance of support facilities for commercial fishing are allowable 
uses in Type 6 waters. Activities which substantially detract from or interfere with the above 
listed priority use are prohibited in Type 6 waters.

Type 6 - Industrial Waterfronts & Commercial Navigational Channels: The Council's goal 
for Type 6 waters and adjacent lands under Council jurisdiction is to encourage and support 
modernization and increased commercial activity related to shipping and commercial fisheries. 
These water areas are extensively altered in order to accommodate commercial and industrial 
water-dependent and water-enhanced activities.

When original CRMC water types were determined in the 197O's, land use in the inner and outer 
harbor of Providence was significantly different than today. Since that time, major public works 
efforts have produced a vibrant downtown with the rivers as a focal point of the city. Where 
previously bridges and rail yards dominated the rivers, now parks and promenades dominate. As 
indicated in Figure II-l, General Shoreline Use, current land use adjacent to the Providence River 
north of the Fox Point Hurricane Barrier is mixed recreational and office/retail with adjacent 
roadways; west of 1-95 the Woonasquatucket River is paralleled by local streets with an existing 
promenade. Moshassuck River frontage is undeveloped to the west (parcel 6 of the Capital Center 
Project), and local streets to the east. The outer harbor between Fox and India Points now 
includes a park, community boating center, and a marina in addition to more traditional port uses 
such as the tug and ferry docks. These changes in land use are in accordance with Providence 
2000; the Comprehensive Plan, and the Old Harbor Plan.
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The City of Providence supports revision of zoning regulations in accordance with Old Harbor 
Plan recommendations.

The City of Providence shall continue to review proposed development projects for consistency 
with CRMC’s policies.

W-1, Waterfront - Commercial / Residential District promotes waterfront access and 
uses which improve the integration of the waterfront and the neighborhoods adjacent 
to the waterfront

See Appendix 3, Resource Inventory, Land Use and Zoning for further information on municipal 
land use, zoning and proposed development in the Providence harbor management area. See 
Figure II-3 for a compilation of proposals and plans for the use of Providence harbor shore.

In a decision on denying a marina permit for a project on the Seekonk River, the CRMC cited that 
the river between the Henderson and Washington Bridges is unique, providing the only location 
in the state with suitable rowing conditions for crew teams. CRMC indicated that existing multi­
use should not be jeopardized by a proposed use.

W-2, Waterfront - Mixed Use District enhances and creates public access to the 
waterfront as a public resource for the benefit of present and future generations

The City of Providence must petition CRMC to maintain consistency between the designated water 
type and adjacent land use on shore. Critical areas include waters north of the Fox Point 
Hurricane Barrier proposed for development upon relocation of the 1-195 bridge.

W-3, Waterfront - Port / Maritime Industrial District promotes the Port of 
Providence and related maritime industrial and commercial uses within the areas of 
Providence’s waterfront

Few land use changes have occurred along the Seekonk River over the previous twenty years. 
Land use continues to be dominated by mixed commercial development south of Waterman Square 
and parkland with adjacent residential development north to Grotto Brook. Butler Hospital and 
Swan Point Cemetery continue to dominate land use along the northern shoreline. Commercial 
cargo transport to industrial establishments in Pawtucket and East Providence which utilized the 
Seekonk River federal channel, has declined over the years. Land uses along the Port of 
Providence continue to be dominated today, as in the past, by port activities.

The existing zoning found along the Providence. Seekonk, Moshassuck, Woonasquatucket Rivers 
reflects the current land uses as indicated in Figure n-2A, Municipal Zoning. The City created 
three Waterfront Zoning Districts which recognize the value and dynamic nature of the coastal 
feamres and river-fronts as well as their values as unique and valuable natural resources:
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Protect the riverfront areas reclaimed while providing the framework for compatible 
economic development within the coastal zone.

Support future water-oriented development along the rivers and harbor area of 
Providence. The waterfront is a valuable resource to the City of Providence and 
should be enhanced at every opportunity.

Type 4 waters are consistent with the City's efforts, through the Providence Plan, 
to construct the Woonasquamcket Greenway along the riverfront, stressing the 
importance of water quality improvements for adjacent and downstream land use.

Type 5 waters are adjacent to waterfront areas that support a variety of tourist, 
recreational, and commercial activities while protecting the scenic characteristics that 
make these areas valuable to tourism. Berthing, servicing of recreational crafts, 
commercial fishing vessels or ferries, water-dependent, water-enhanced commerce, 
maintenance of navigational channels and removal of obstructions to navigation are 
allowable uses in Type 5 waters.

The waterfront is a valuable resource to the City of Providence and should be enhanced at every 
opportunity. The existing zoning and land use are in compliance with the City’s Comprehensive 
Plan, dated May 1992. Subsequent to the Comprehensive Plan, the 1-195 Old Harbor Plan was 
prepared in October 1992. In light of the City’s existing waterfront districts, the proposed 
relocation of I-195, and the implementation of the Old Harbor Plan, it is recommended that a 
Waterfront Downtown (W-D) district be created. This district would include the area between 
the relocated 1-195 and the split of the Woonasquamcket and Moshassuck Rivers. This new zone 
would assist in future development of the area and enhance its water-oriented appeal. The W-D 
zone would be a combination of the D-1 (Downtown: Central Business District) and the W-2 
(Waterfront: Mixed Use District) zones.

Waterfront along the Providence and Woonasquamcket Rivers north of the Hurricane Barrier is 
no longer considered industrial as defined by CRMC. CRMC designation should be revised to 
reflect this change in use and to protect recent restoration efforts made on these rivers. It is 
recommended that the Providence and Woonasquamcket Rivers north of the Fox Point Hurricane 
Barrier and south and east of Park Street (at the Providence Place Mall) be reclassified as Type 
5 Commercial and Recreational Harbors, and that waters upstream of Park Street on the 
Woonasquamcket River be reclassified as Type 4 Multi-purpose Areas, as described above. See 
Figure n-2C, Proposed CRMC map of water use.
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F5. WATER USE CONSISTENCY WITH LAND USE IMPLEMENTATION 
STRATEGIES

F-2 Request that CRMC change water use designation from Type 6 to Type 4 Multi-purpose 
Waters west of Park Street on the Woonasquatucket River.

F-1 Request that CRMC change water use designation from Type 6 to Type 5 Commercial and 
Recreational Harbors north of the Fox Point Hurricane Barrier on the Providence River and 
east of Park Street on the Woonasquatucket River.

F-3 Revise Providence municipal zoning ordinance to create a Waterfront Downtown (W-D) 
zone as follows: This zone is intended to encourage revitalization and restoration of the 
historic business area and to accommodate appropriate expansion of the downtown area 
while enhancing and creating public access to the waterfront as a public resource. Uses of 
the D-1 zone are permitted under this zone.
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Reaches of the rivers in the inner harbor are relatively narrow and have bulkheaded sides. Severe 
wakes may be generated in these reaches which continue to reverberate off the walls long after 
a vessel which has generated the wake has passed. Kayaks and canoes, most common users of 
these waters, find this situation to be extremely dangerous. The sculls on the Seekonk River are 
also susceptible to wakes created by motored vessels.

The US Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) is responsible for maintaining the federal channels 
within the Seekonk and Providence Rivers. While the Port of Providence is supposed to service 
ships up to 40 feet in draft, restrictions have been imposed due to siltation which has occurred in 
the federal channel leading to Providence. By the late 1980s Providence River channel shoaling 
had become a serious problem which ultimately necessitated the restriction by the US Coast Guard 
of navigation in the Providence Harbor shipping channel. Furthermore, several berths have silted 
in and need maintenance dredging to be restored to full service.

The City of Providence has acquired its portion of the funds to remove the abandoned railroad 
swing bridge at India Point. An abandoned bascule bridge located on the Seekonk River between 
the Gano Street ballfields and Crook Point also constrains navigation and is a safety hazard.

Navigational hazards have been identified within the Providence harbor management area using 
information on NOAA nautical charts, supplemented with analysis of aerial photography and site 
visits. These hazards include abandoned bridges, shallow waterways, abandoned wharves, piers 
and rotting piles, and derelict vessels (see Appendix 5, Navigation).

Navigation is constrained by silting of the federal channel extending to the Crawford Street bridge 
over the Providence River. The courses used by rowers on the Seekonk River area dependent 
upon the tides. Waterplace Park is also experiencing severe silting problems (see Appendix 5, 
Navigation).

Debris in rivers includes pilings, abandoned piers, and a sunken barge as documented in the 
August 1984 Debris Removal Feasibility Report including Environmental Assessment prepared for 
the Providence River and Harbor and The Seekonk River Rhode Island. During low tide sculls on 
the Seekonk River navigate in the federal channel to avoid debris exposed or close to the surface.

Warning signs currently posted within the harbor management area include those prohibiting 
anchoring in the vicinity of electric cables near the Point Street Bridge, warning of low clearance 
beneath Providence River bridges, limiting speed limits to “no wake” north of the Fox Point 
Hurricane Barrier (reported by RIDEM to be missing) and in the vicinity of Doubloon Landing 
(where the sign faces landward), and a sign posted on the Washington Bridge warning of scullers 
and rowers in the Seekonk River.
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Power boaters on the Providence River cruise by Doubloon Landing.

G2. POLICIES

The City must investigate maintenance dredging options for Waterplace Park.
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The City supports the demolition of the abandoned rail bridge at India Point as demonstrated by 
securing the necessary funds for the City's portion of the removal costs.

The City supports the US Army Corps of Engineers efforts to dredge the Providence River up to 
Crawford Street.

The City must clearly mark any hazards or debris that cannot be removed or corrected to insure 
the safety of the recreational and commercial users of the harbor.
The City supports the efforts of RIDEM to post speed signs/buoys and establish no wake zones 
in the inner harbor and Seekonk River.

The City must clear all debris as soon as practical in accordance with §11-21(21) of the current 
Municipal Ordinance.

The City must post clearance signs on all structures that might impede safe navigation of 
commercial and recreational vessels.
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Derelict vessels, rotted piles, and other debris are unsightly and may be difficult to remove and 
dispose of properly. Funding the removal of such debris may be substantial.

Several projects have been proposed which could ameliorate the rate of sediment deposition at 
Waterplace:

Provide for safe navigation for both commercial and recreational users of the City 
waters.

Current Narragansett Bay Commission plans to abate CSOs on the river through 
construction of sedimentation/disinfection facilities and construction of increased 
interceptors to divert stormflow from the river to the WWTF at Field’s Point will 
reduce sediment loading. By diverting the “first flush” of stormflow from the river 
it may be anticipated that less debris and sediment will be carried by the river and 
deposited downstream.

High sediment loads in the Woonasquatucket River have settled out in the basin at Waterplace 
Park, significantly reducing available draft for navigation and depth required for operation of the 
fountain. Construction of the park, itself, is likely to have contributed to deposition of sediment 
in the waterway. Since 1994 when the park was opened, many adjacent parcels located upstream 
of the basin have remained unpaved, potentially contributing sediment via overland flow.

In the segment of the Woonasquatucket between Eagle Street and Waterplace Park, sediment 
loading is generated several ways: deteriorating pavement in old mill complexes exposes soil to 
erosion, lack of street sweeping on streets and in private parking lots contributes to a high volume 
of trash carried into storm drains during the “first flush” of a storm, and highway runoff from I- 
95 is directed into the river at this location.

With completion of construction of Providence Place Mall and the accompanying I- 
95 ramp system, overland storm flow will be minimized. With implementation of 
stormwater management plans for these projects, required by CRMC, Total 
Suspended Solids (TSS) deposited in the Woonasquatucket River will decrease. It 
is recommended that Waterplace Park be dredged following completion of 
construction of the mall/ramps to mitigate any deposition resulting during 
construction.
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It is anticipated that, following completion of the mall/ramps and implementation of NBC CSO 
abatement measures on the Woonasquatucket, maintenance dredging of Waterplace Park will be 
required much more infrequently. It may also be anticipated that contaminant levels of dredged 
material would be lower than when the rivers were relocated in the early 1990's and that disposal 
of dredged material would be less difficult to accomplish. It may be presumed that some of the 
sediment load of the river is deposited upstream of the dam at Eagle Street. Routine dredgii^ 
behind the Eagle Street dam would increase available space for deposition of sediment, resulting 
in reduced sediment loading west of Waterplace.

City of Providence to require that maintenance dredging of Waterplace Park be conducted 
upon completion of construction at the Providence Place Mall and highway ramps.

The City shall amend the municipal harbor ordinance to limit vessel speeds (and/or wake) 
in the inner harbor, outer harbor, Seekonk River and the federal channel (see Appendix 
1, Regulations and Jurisdiction).

On the recommendation of the Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission, the Providence 
City Council to appoint a Commissioner of Wrecks in accordance with RIGL §46-10. The 
Commissioner of Wrecks would be responsible for identification of abandoned vessels, 
loose floating debris and docks, notification of owners, initiation of wreck removal, 
notification and scheduling of Providence Department of Public Works and RIDEM to 
assist in removal as needed, and initiating efforts to recover from property owners the 
costs expended for the purpose of debris and wreck removal.

The City shall continue to support the efforts of the US Army Corps of Engineers to 
demolish the abandoned rail bridge at India Point and ensure safe navigation of the 
Seekonk River.

The City shall institute semi-annual street sweeping in the Woonasquatucket River 
watershed to reduce sediment load in the river and resultant deposition in Waterplace Park.

Dredging of the federal channel downstream of the Crawford Street bridge in Providence River 
entails disposal of the dredged materials. These sediments are known to be contaminated with 
potentially hazardous substances and must be disposed of in accordance with state and federal 
law.

In the early 1990's the ACOE commenced work necessary for a proposed maintenance dredging 
project for the federal shipping channel in the Providence River. Currently, a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Providence River and associated harbor terminals 
dredging project is scheduled to be completed in the spring of 1998. The Final EIS is expected 
to be ready in the fall of 1998. The ACOE may commence the dredging as early as the fall of 
1999.
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The City shall institute catch basin maintenance in the Woonasquatucket River watershed 
to reduce sediment load in the river and resultant deposition in Waterplace Park.

The City shall support CSO abatement efforts, placing priority on abating the ten outfalls 
located between ^gle Street and Waterplace Park.

The Rivers and Harbor Commission shall coordinate with the CRMC to develop an 
appropriate dredging maintenance plan and obtain necessary pennit(s) for Waterplace Park 
and the Providence River.

The City shall investigate the potential of dredging immediately upstream of the Eagle 
Street bridge to increase sediment storage capacity.
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City of Providence Harbor Management Plan

EXISTING REGULATION AND ORDINANCES1.1

1.1.1 Rhode Island General Law

Appendix 1 - Regulations and Jurisdiction Page 1 - 1

TITLE 46 
WATERS AND NAVIGATION 

CHAPTER 46-4
HARBORS AND HARBOR LINES

Regulations for use of open waters of Providence are specified by both municipal ordinance and 
Rhode Island General Law (RIGL). Many of these regulations predate cunent marine use of the 
harbor and therefore amendments and/or replacement of ordinances and law are required to bring 
current use into compliance. For ease of interpretation, regulations no longer relevant have been 
indicated with strikeouts (strikeouts); updates are indicated in redline (redline).

RIGL §46-4-2 authorizes the and empowers the City of Providence to appoint a harbormaster and 
to ordain and establish ordinances necessary to carry out the provisions of this sections, as 
indicated below. Note that the position of harbormaster (with jurisdiction seven miles south of 
the city) is currently unfilled; the US Coast Guard currently coordinates use of the channel for 
shipping. Redline and strike-out text proposed changes to redefine the jurisdiction of the 
Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission ( assuming the duties of the harbormaster) to reflect 
current conditions.

Appendix 1
REGULATIONS AND JURISDICTION

§ 46-4-2 City and town control of harbors -Harbor masters -Extension of Providence 
jurisdiction. - The council of any city or town is hereby authorized and empowered to 
appoint a harbor master for the harbors within the confines of the city or town, and to 
ordain and establish such bylaws and ordinances and establish such fees and compensation 
as the city council or town council may deem necessary and expedient for carrying out the 
provisions of this section; provided, that the jurisdiction, powers, and duties of the harbor 
master of the city of Providence shall include all the public waters westerly of the easterly 
sides of the ship channels in Seekonk River, Providence River and Harbor and 
Narragansett Bay from the Pawtucket-Providence city line southerly to the point of 
intersection of the ship-channel side with a straight line drawn from Rumstiek Point on the 
east shoreto'Rocky-Point on the west shore, excluding that area subject to-jurisdietion-of 
the city of Cranston, pursuant to the provisions of § 46-4-5-. 1 the municipal boundary of 
the cities of Providence and Cranston, and all acts of the general assembly and ordinances 
of the city of Providence, now or hereafter passed, relative to the harbor of the city of 
Providence, shall apply to and be in force relative to the public waters. The council of the 
town of Little Compton is hereby authorized and empowered to enact ordinances to 
regulate or ban the setting of lobster pots, fish nets, or cribs, within the harbor at Little 
Compton to prevent interference with the use of moorings or navigation therein.
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Table 1-1
Summary of Harbor Line Regulations

The following table summarizes RIGL, Providence City Council Resolutions, and references in 
historic Harbor Commissioners’ Reports regarding harbor lines.

Several lines have been established over time on the open waters of the Providence and Seekonk 
Rivers. Harbor lines represent the lines to which piers and wharfs could be extended in the 
harbor. Prior to initiation of environmental laws prohibiting placement of fill along shorelines, 
municipal regulations established the point beyond which filling or pier construction was 
prohibited. Property lines frequently extended to the harbor lines; adjacent parcels included both 
land and water landward of the harbor line. Harbor lines are indicated on City of Providence 
assessor’s plans for both Providence and East Providence. See attached figures.

The federal ship channel is located in deeper water of the Seekonk and Providence Rivers (See 
Appendix V, Navigcaion). RIGL §46-4-2 references the jurisdiction of the harbormaster as 
extending from the Providence shoreline to the east side of the ship channel. As discussed in 
Section 4. A, this line does not necessarily coincide with the municipal boundaries of the two 
cities. The municipal line favors the East Providence shore; the federal channel on the Seekonk 
River swings from shore to shore. As indicated in RIGL §46-4-2, the Providence harbormaster’s 
jurisdiction extends south along the federal channel only, through Cranston, East Providence, 
Warwick, and Barrington. Management of the shipping channel by one harbormaster from the 
open waters of Narragansett Bay to the Port of Providence was critical in the days when cargo 
movement by water was a major mode of transport; this mode has since been superseded by rail 
and highway transport although, with dredging of the channel, larger vessels will be 
accommodated in the future.

SOURCE
RI General

Laws
46-5-1

RI General
Laws

46-4-5.1

RI General
Laws 
46^-8

1996
_______________________ DESCRIPTION_______________________
Power to acquire land along tidewater The department of environmental 
management is hereby authorized to acquire in fee simple in the name of the state 
for the use and benefit of the public, by purchase or condemnation or by lease 
from time to time, any portion of real property, tide-flowed lands, plats, terms, 
easements, privileges, foreshore, riparian, and littoral rights of the owner or 
owners thereof, bordering on tidewater in the state and as much of the uplands 
adjacent thereto as the director of environmental management shall deem 
expedient.
Authority reserved to the state director of environmental management: The 
provisions of 46-4-5 - 46-4-7 shall not supersede the authority and jurisdiction 
over the public tidewaters of this sure which are vested in the sure director of 
environmental management under this title_____________________________
Cranston harbor lines -jurisdiction The jurisdiction of the city of Cranston shall 
include all of the public waters westerly of the westerly sides of the ship channels 
in the Providence River and harbor from the Providence - Cranston city line 
southerly to the Cranston - Warwick city line.
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1996

1991

1991

1991

Cranberry Island purchased by the Squantum Association from the City

No new harbor lines established in the State during this year.
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Same as 1996, RI General Laws 46-4-5 
East Providence harbor lines -jurisdiction

Same as 1996, Rl General Laws 46-4-2
City and town control of harbors - Harbor masters - Extension of Providence 
jurisdiction

Request Congress to extend the Channel of the Providence River to the Westerly 
Harbor Line between a point just above Harbor Pier Junction and the southerly 
side of Field’s Point

Request General Assembly to change Harbor Line substantially as indicated on 
City Engineer’s plan 043051

1996

January
9, 1918

RI General
Laws 
46-4-2

July 12,
1910

________________________DESCRIPTION________________________
East Providence harbor lines -iurisdiction The jurisdiction of the city of East 
Providence shall include all of the public waters easterly of the easterly sides of 
the ship channels in the Seekonk River. Providence River and Harbor, and 
Narragansett Bay from the Pawtucket - East Providence city line southerly to the 
point of intersection of those ship channel sides with a straight line drawn from 
Gaspee Point on the west shore to Nayan Point on the east shore; and all of the 
public waters on the northerly side of a line running sixty-five degrees (65°) true 
from the intersection formed by the straight line drawn from Gaspee Point to 
Nayan Point and the ship channel side to the point of intersection with the East 
Providence - Barrington boundary line;
and all of the public waters, westerly and northerly, in Bullock Cove, of the East 
Providence - Barrington boundary line to the point of intersection of the boundary 
line and the mean high water line.
City and town control of harbors - Harbor masters - Extension of Providence 
jurisdiction Jurisdiction, powers, and duties of the harbor master of the city of 
Providence shall include all the public waters westerly of the easterly sides of the 
ship channels in Seekonk River, Providence River and Harbor and Narragansett 
Bay from the Pawtucket - Providence city line southerly to the point of 
intersection of the ship-channel side with a straight line drawn from Rumstick 
Point on the east shore to Rocky Point on the west shore, excluding that area 
subject to jurisdiction of the city of Cranston. Pursuant to the provisions of 46-4- 
5.1, and all acts of the general assembly and ordinances of the city of Providence, 
now or hereafter passed, relative to the harbor of the city of Providence, shall 
apply to and be in force relative to the public waters.
Same as 1996, RI General Laws 46-4-5.1
Cranston harbor lines -jurisdiction

January
14,

1910

Rl General
Laws

46-4-5

RI General
Laws 

46-4-5.1
RI General 

Laws 
46^-5

RI General
Laws

46-1-2

Providence City
Council

Resolution No.
28

Providence City
Council

Resolution No.
280

Providence City
Council

Resolution No.
30
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■iSC-

Harbor Line -
Seekonk River in East Providence

Jurisdiction of the Providence Harbor Master extended to Rocky Point. 
Providence Harbor Master’s duty is to regulate the anchoring of vessels in the 
harbor of Providence.

ssioners
Report

April
19,

1892

US statute 
passed 1899

i
!
(

US River and 
Harbor Act

approved
3/3/1899

RI General 
Assembly

-44.

..■I ■ 3

, ■■ ■ 1.

Page^l-4^

Lines established by State generally commended except short length easterly from 
India Street, from near Fox Point to near Benefit Street, where the old line 
established before harbor commissioners had been appointed was thought to be. 
less desirable than the line which had been recommended in place of it by the 
harbor commissioners, but not adopted by the General Assembly.
Within harbor lines established by Sec. of war, the construction of wharves and 
other structures is left to the State Board of Harbor Commissioners. L J

.ii;

5th

Sr’-'

J

24th
Harbor
Commi 
ssioners
Report

________________________ DESCRIPTION____________________
The commissioners recommend that the harbor line esublished by the war 
department, between India Point and Fox Point in Providence, which differs in 
some places from the harbor line established by the State, be adopted and 
esublished by the State.___________________________________________
War department adopted the line suggested by this board, which is the more 
desirable as a limiting line for the channel, but was objected to by riparian 
owners because of possible complications in determining the proper boundary 
lines between their riparian rights in occupying the territory outwardly from the 
old harbor line to the newly proposed line._____________________________
Local objection to a change no longer exists for the reason that nearly the whole 
shore has come under one control or ownership, and the interests of all concerned 
would seem to be better served by an adoption of the new line._____________ !
Harbor lines in Providence harbor esublished by the sute were approved by US ' 
Sec. of War. *

No harbor line esublished by a Sute is valid unless formally approved by the 
Secretary of War. •*
Submit for approval the harbor lines esublished in our harbors by the laws of RI

•?
i
i

♦

Act by General 
Assembly 

passed
3/18/1903

Public Hearing 
12/2/1899

1- itb xg Uis.'

established by the State, excqn near India Street from the wharf of the railroad . 
company at India Point to the Fox Point wharf, where a line changing the old line 
was formerly recommended to the General Assembly by the Harbor
Commissioners but only partially adopted.

301h
Harbor
Commi
ssioners

Report

These Uncs covered the territory from Red Bridge and Crawford Street Brj^ to 
Field’s Point, and the approved, lines coincided entirely with the lines prcviooi^
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DATE DESCRIPTION

1879

Harbor line from Sassafras Point to Field’s Point
Harbor

1.1.3 Providence Home Rule Charter

1016. Port Commission.
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Esublishment of harbor lines on the east side of the Seekonk River and 
Providence Harbor

Harbor lines in Pawtucket, from the falls to Bensley’s Point to Bass rock. 
Also harbor lines on the west side of Seekonk River from Bower Street to Central 
or Red Bridge

Recommend that harbor line on east and west side of Providence River be fixed 
after report is made by engineers of the US coast survey

Harbor line on the west side of the Providence River between Crawford Street 
Bridge and Point Street Bridge

Feb. 9,
1874

Commi
ssioners

»
Report

The following Section 1016 outlines the responsibilities of the Port Commission. Many of these 
responsibilities have since been taken over by the formation of ProvPort, Inc. The Charter should 
remain in effect until such time as ProvPort reverts to the City.

Esublishment of harbor lines from Field’s Point to Pawruxet beacon  
Harbor line on the east side of the Providence River from Crawford Street Bridge 
to Fox Point

Public Hearing 
under 

consideration 
by General 
Assembly
Providence

City Council 
Resolution No.

431

SOURCE
(approved 
4/27/1878 
by General 
Assembly)
(approved 
4/8/1878 

by General 
Assembly)

under 
consideration 
by the Board

Public Hearing

There shall be a Port commission for the Port of Providence of seven (7) members, five (5) of whom shall be 
appointed by the mayor to serve for suggered three-year terms, and two (2) of whom shall be elected by the city 
council from among its own members to serve for four-year terms. The initial appointments by the mayor shall be 
made during the month of January, 1983 in such manner that two (2) such appointees shall serve for terms of three 
(3) years, two (2) for terms of two (2) years, and one for a term of one year. In each succeeding January the mayor 
shall make such appointments as may be required to fill the places of commissioners who terms are due to expire 
during that month. The commission members elected by the city council shall be chosen in January of 1983 and 
every fourth year thereafter. In the event of vacancies in the membership of the commission, such vacancies shall 
be filled by the mayor or by the city council, as the case may require, for the unexpired term or terms. The 
commission shall, at its first meeting in February of each year, elect its chairperson and such other officers as it may 
see fit, and shall have the authority to make and amend rules for the conduct of its business.
(a) The port commission shell have the following powers and responsibilities:

(1) To develop the Port of Providence through the planing, construction and maintenance of all needful 
berths, docks, structures and facilities, and through the encouragement to the maximum extent possible of 
use of the same by shippers and the maritime industry generally;
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I Illi lllllllllll

Chapter 11
HARBOR AND PORT*

J Sec. 
-u.Sec. 
K- Sec.

Sec.
A,: Sec.

U-_.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

i

i

11-1.
11-2.
11-3.
IW.
11-5.

r
I

lai^,jwat^^^(^<g;4l^^ acquired by the city to the pon district. The authority amferred by dus* 
shall be exdciwliidgecttDaj^licable state law. u " -ia ;; ;

commusions. Art XI: general provisions for boards, authorities

Sec. 
Sec. 

^vSec. 
Sec.

Ill' I  I II

•-'tw

------- iUtlii.

 

Pager^6

<j of rates for an use of facilities or services owned or provided by the city in the port district; *
(5) To adopt amiuai budget for submission to the mayor for inclusion in the operating budget of the city, and 
to make recommendations for inclusion in the capital budget of the city, pursuant to the provisions of diis

'*Charterr“"’'™*' j
(6) To specify the requirements and/or restrictions for ±c leasing of lands and facilities, forfeiting of leases, 
fixing or rentals, triplications for franchises, permits, leases, licenses and expenditures of funds by flie

mill !!■ II I Illi I UH

(2) To manage', supervise and control the port district and all navigable waters, tidelands and all iandt and 
interests within it, subject to applicable provisions of state law;
(3) To appoint and contract for a period not to exceed five (5) years with a director for the port of 
Providence, who shall serve as the executive officer of the commission, and to remove the port director for 
official misconduct or failure to perform the duties of the office, after notice and hearing, by a majority of
its members;
(4) To make and enforce all necessary rules and regulations governing the port district, including the fixing 

J of rates for an use of facilities or services owned or nrovided bv the citv in the non dinrirr-

- - commission. AD leases entered into by the commission must be approved by the city council before takine 
effect. W-'- - I ®

Harbor lines on west side of river from Dorrance Street wharf to Sassafras Point. 
Authority of harbormaster as to anchorage station, management and control of vessels. 
Records of arrivals and departures to be kept.
Anchoring according to direction of harbormaster. 
Moving vessels not properly anchored.

■yKSec. ;ll-6. ^ Removal of vessels not receiving or discharging cargoes; extending accommodations. 
Harbormaster to have control and management of city ships, public landings. 

.11-8. . Anchoring vessels drawing more than twenty feet.
.11-9.., Vessels at wharf more than three deep.
11-10. Making fast square-rigged vessels.

-11-1LUnloading lumber.
11-12. Use of launch by police, fire departments.
11-13. Speed of ships between Sassafras Point and Crawford Street Bridge.
11-14. Channel not to be obstructed by warp or line.
11-15. Office and office hours of harbormaster.
11-16. Quarterly reports of harbormaster.
11-17._ Uniform of harbormaster.

. -tlHS; Port agent; appointment, powers and general duties.
11-19. Port agent to solicit business for port.

(b) The city council shall define, by ordinance, the boundaries of die port district of the Port of Providence whiHi shall 
, be under the jurisdiction of the port commission. The city council may, by ordinance, add any tideland* sahnened 

"'^GPss referenceT_____
' ■ ■ ■

1.1.4 Providence Code of Ordinances
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Sec. 11-1.

Sec. 11-2.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
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’Charter laws reference - Powers of city. sec. 2.1 et seq.
Cross references - Obstructing streets leading to. adjoining harbor or river, sec. 23-3; bridges, sec. 23-154 et seq.; operation of vessels 

under, through bridges, sec. 23-160 et seq.
State law references - Treatment of shipping and navigation under state law. chapters 46-1 - 46-11. Gen. Laws 1956; accofding to 

sec. 46-10-1. commissioner of wrecks and shipwrecked goods shall be appointed annually by council, but no such ordinance has been enacted; 
shore development, ch. 46-3. Gen. Laws 1956; harbor, harbor lines, ch. 46-4, Gen. Laws 1956; construction of port facilities, ch. 46-5, Gen. 
Laws 1956; obstructions to navigation, ch. 46-6. Gen. Laws 1956.

Special act relative to harbor and public waters of Town of Providence, see digest of 1822, as amended by Act of Jan. 21, 1837, Act 
of Oct. 27. 1841, Act of May 9, 1845. and Act of May 4. 1888; special act establishing harbor line on westerly side of Providence River south 
of Fields point and authorizing city to take riparian rights. P.L. 1940. c. 839; special act establishing harbor line between Fox Point and railroad 
bridge at India Point, P.L. 1865. c. 557 , as amended by P.L. 1928. c. 1241; special act establish harbor lines on easterly side of river from 
Crawford Street Bridge to Fox Point. P.L. 1879. c. 758. as amended by P.L. 1928, c. 1241; other special acts authorizing establishment of harbor 
lines. Acts of March 3, 1855; P.L. 1885. c. 476; P.L. 1890, c. 914; P.L. 1892, c. 1096; P.L. 1896, c. 424.

Sec..
Sec.

11-3. Records of arrivals and departures to be kept.
The harbormaster shall keep an accurate daily record in a suitable book of the arrival and departure of vessels 

at the pon of Providence, specifying the ports from which vessels arrive as well as the ports for which vessels sailing 
from this port are bound, and, so far as possible, a record of the principal items of merchandise comprising the 
cargoes of such vessels. This record of the anival and departure of vessels shall be open to public inspection. 
(Ord. No. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 13; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 15)

Authority of harbormaster as to anchorage station, management and control of vessels. 
The harbormaster shall have full power and authority to prescribe regulations and give directions regarding 

the anchorage station, management and control of all vessels within the harbor of Providence.
(Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 1; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 1)

State law references-Authority of council to appoint harbormaster and prescribing territorial extent of his powers and duties. Section 
46-4-2. Gen. Laws 1956; duty of harbormaster to give notice of wrecks. Section 46-6-15, Gen. Laws 1956; special act authorizing council to pass 
ordinances relative to harbormaster. Act of March 11. 1859; special act relative to jurisdiction of harbormaster. P.L. 1923, c. 1121.

Harbor lines on west side of river from Dorrance Street wharf to Sassafras Point. 
The harbor line on the west side of the river, from Dorrance Street wharf to Sassafras Point, is hereby 

established as follows:
Beginning at the southeast comer of Dorrance Street wharf, and running south, thirty-five degrees east, six 

thousand six hundred and fifty-five feet, to a point one hundred and sixty feet west of the center of the first dolphin 
north of Sassafras Point; thence niming and running in a direction south, about fifty-one and one-fourth degrees east, 
eighteen hundred and forty feet, to the edge of the channel near Sassafras Point, and passing one hundred and twenty- 
five feet west of the center of the dolphin at Sassafras Point; the position of these dolphins and of Dorrance Street 
wharf being determined by Rosecrans’ harbor chan in the city clerk’s office. 
(Ord. 1914, ch. 26, sec. 1; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 18)

11-4. Anchoring according to direction of harbormaster.
Every vessel entering the city harbor shall be anchored by the master or person in command thereof, 

according to the directions of the harbor master.
(Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 2; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 2)

11-20. Definition of the boundaries of the port district of the port of Providence.
11-21. Prohibited activities on and within the waters of the city.

11-5, Moving vessels not properly anchored.
All vessels not anchored according to the directions of the harbor master shall be forthwith moved by their 

crews under his direction. If any such vessel not have sufficient crew to move the same, such vessel shall be moved 
by the harbor master, and the expense thereof shall be paid by the owner or master of said vessel, and may be 
recovered by the harbor master of such owner or master by an action, in the name of the city, before any court of 
competent jurisdiction.
(Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 3; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 3)
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Office and office houra of harbomiaatei.
The harbormaawr ahall attend daily at an office to be provided by die city and shall have regular office houra.

three deep.
id alongaide of any wharf in aaid harbor mere than three (3) deep.

11-6. Removal of vessels not receiving or discharging cargoes; extending accommodations.
The harbor master may remove, from time to time, any vessel not employed in receiving or discharging 

cargo, to make room for others requiring to be accommodated, and shall by the sole judge of the fact of any vessel’s 
being fairly and legitimately engaged in receiving or discharging the cargo. He may also determine the extent, time 
and manner of accommodation respecting the stations of vessels, which should be extended by the owners or masters 
thereof to each other, and to required such accommodation to be extended.
(Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 7; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 7)

11-12. Use of launch by police, fire departments.
The police and fire departments may use the city launch at night, when not required for use by the harbor 

master in the performance of his duties, for the purpose of patrol of the harbor and other public waters within the city, 
and may employ a night engineer on said launch, the expense thereof and any other expenses of running said launch 
at night for paid purpose to be paid from the appropriation for said departments. 
(Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 14; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch., 16, sec. 17)

11-7. Harbormaster to have control and management of city ships, public landings. 
The harbor master shall have the care, control and management of the city ships and of any public landings 

or floats maintained by the city.
(Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 13; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 13)

rshaH 
vessel

See:---- H-9;—Vessels at wharf mere thr
----------Vessels shall net tn-any ease be pli 
without permissien of the harbor master. 
(Ord. 1914, eh.--27, see/5; Rev. Otds. 1946, eh-.- Ibrsee. 5)

11-10.—Making fast square-rigged vessels.
The master, owners er persons in-charge of any square-rigged vessel-shaH, as-seen as may be after such 

vessel is made fast to any wharf er ether vessel, eause the lower yards to be eeekbilled, and the topsail yards to be 
braeed fere-nnd-aft;-aHd-tfae jib boom of any vessel shall be rigged in, whenever so directed by the harbor master. 
(Ord: f914rehr27, see; 6; Rev. Ords. 1946, eh. 16, see. 6)

See---- 11-13.—Speed-ef ships between Sassafras Point and Crawford Street Bridge.
----------No ship shall proceed at a greater speed than five (5) miles an-hour, between Sassafras Point and Crawford
Street Bridge, in entering or leaving er moving within the harbor. 
(Ord. 1914, ehr 27. see.-49;-Rev. Ords. 1946,-eh. 16. see. 10)

11-H-.—Channel net to be obstructed by warp er line.
No warp er line shall be passed across the channel se as te obstruct v 

(Ord. i914reh. 27, see.^Rev. Ords. 1946, eh. 16, see. 4)

11-41.—Unloading lumber.
The master, person in command er eensi]

first obtain from the harbor master a permit designating the locality where such lumber may be rafted, but 
shall obstruct the channel in se doing?
(Ord.49147teh.-27.-see.-8; Rev. Ords. 1946. eh. 16-. see. 8)

.—Anchoring vessels drawing mere than twenty feet.
Every vessel drawing mere than twenty-(20>-feet ef water, and approaching the harbor at any time ether than 

hi^-tide shall anchor belew “The Creek” (so-ealled) until the tide shall warrant a free passage. 
(Ord. 1914, eh. 27.-see.-9; Rev. Otds. 1946, eh. 16. see. 9)
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(Ord. 1914. eh. 27. see. 13; Rev. Orda. 1946, eh. 16, gee. 14)

See?

(Qfd. 1914, eh. 27, see. 13; Rev. Ofds. 1946, eh. 16, see. 16)

See?

. wu.

See?

to the ai

See?

Lwii, nr

(Qfd. 1941, eh. 1050.-see.-2; Rev.'Ords. 1946, eh. 16, see. 20)

Sec.
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eomiBi 
advisable.

11-20. Definition of the boundaries of the port district of the port of Providence. 
[The boundaries of the port district of the port of Providence are as follows:] Beginning at the division line 

of Plat 101 and Plat 56, said point being a point on Terminal Road and the range of the westerly property line of lot 
5 on City- of Providence Assessor’s Plat 56; thence in generally northerly direction, along the division line of Plat 101 
and Plat 56, to an angle in the plat division line; thence turning an interior angle of 142 degrees, 10 minutes, 35 
seconds and running northerly along the plat division line to the center of the Providence River channel; thence 
following the centerline of the channel in a generally southeasterly direction and parallel with the harbor line to the 
division line between the City of Providence and the City of Cranston; thence generally westerly along the city 
division line of Providence and Cranston line to the southwesterly comer of Lot 300 on City of Providence Assessor’s 
Plat 56; thence generally northerly along the westerly line of lot 300 to the northwesterly comer of lot 300 on City 
of Providence Assessor’s Plat 56; thence easterly along the northerly line of lot 300 to an angle; thence southerly 
twenty (20) feet to a comer; thence easterly along the northerly line of Lot 300 to the easterly street line of Michigan 
Avenue; thence northerly along the easterly street line of Michigan Avenue to the southeasterly intersection of 
California Avenue and Michigan Avenue; thence easterly along the southerly street line of California Avenue to the 
plat division line of Plat 56 and Plat 87; thence northwesterly along the plat division line of Plat 56 to the northerly 
street line of Ernest Street; thence westerly along the northerly street line of Ernest Street to the southeasterly 
intersection of Ellis and Ernest Streets; thence northeasterly along the easterly street line of Ellis Street to the 
southeasterly intersection of Ellis Street and Terminal Road; thence running in a generally northwesterly direction 
across Terminal Road to the northwesterly intersection of Ellis Street and Terminal Road; thence westerly along the 
northerly line of Terminal Road to the intersection with the range of the westerly property line of Lot 5 on City of 
Providence Assessor’s Plat 56, said line also being the plat division line of Plat 101 and Plat 56, said point being the 
point and place of beginning.
(Ord. 1984, ch. 84-66. sec. 1, 9-27-84; Ord. 1993, ch. 93-30, sec. 2, 9-24-93)

The hafbi 
;e of (he port of Providence shewn by his daily r

1H9.—Port agent to solicit business for port.
In-additien to his-other duties it shall be the duty of the pert agent to seek out, solicit, and interest ship 

officials, manufacturers, shippers and ethers, who have occasion to use transpettatien, in the facilities and advantages 
of the port of Providence.

11-17.—Unifenii ef haibemtaster.
The harbormaster shall at his own expense, provide himself with a uniform consisting efm dark blue double- 

breasted sack eoat, with brass buttons and shoulder straps with-the words “harbormaster” inscribed thereon, dark blue 
vest and dark blue (reusers. He shall alse-wear a blue cloth navy cap with the words “harbormaster” inscribed 
thereon. This uniform shall be wem by the harbermaster when en duty. 
(Ord. 1914, eh. 27, see. 12rRev. Ords. 1946; eh. 16, see. 12)

11-16.—Quarterly reports of harbormaster.
lermaster shall make a quarterly report to the eeuneil including therein the total statistics ef the 

■d book and such other information as he shall deem

- 11-18.—Pert agent; appointment,- powers and general duties.
The director ef public works as seen'as may be after his appointment and qualification shall appoint, subject 

ippreval ef the mayor, a pert agent. "Such pert agent, subject ter the control of the director ef public works, 
shall have full and eemplete charge, direetien, supervision, management, earc and eentrel ef the municipal wharf er 
terminal. Subject te such civil service previsions as may be enacted by erdinanee, the pert agent shall, subject to the 
approval ef (he direeter ef public weeks, have the appointment and removal ef all deputies, clerks, assistants, and 
ether subordinates serving under his direetien. 
(Ord. 1941, eh. 1050, see. 1; Rev. Ords. 1946,-eh. 16, see. 19)
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11-21. Prohibited activities on and within the waters of the city, 
(a)

Editor’s note - Section 1 of ch. 93-30, adopted Sept. 24, 1993, repealed sec. 11-20, which pertained to violations and penalties and 
derived from Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 11 and Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 11. Section 2 of ch. 93-30 renumbered sec. 11-21 as sec. 11-20 and 
Section 3 of ch. 93-30 added a new sec. 11-21.

Prohibited activities. It shall be unlawful for any person operating a motorboat or vessel on and 
within the waters of the City of Providence to:
Operate an unregistered and/or unnumbered motorboat or vessel; See revisions in proposed 
municipal ordinance
Operate a motorboat or vessel within a water area which has been clearly marked by buoys or 
some other distinguishing device, as a bathing, swimming or otherwise restricted area; provided, 
however, that this section shall not apply in the case of an emergency, or to patrol or rescue craft; 

Operate a motorboat or vessel at a speed of greater than five (5) miles per hour no wake 
within the areas designated by the Port Commission;
Operate a motorboat or vessel within non-designated areas at a speed greater than forty- 
five (45) miles per hour during the hours from sunrise to sunset and twenty-five (25) 
miles per hour during periods of darkness or other periods of restricted visibility;

Operate a motorboat or vessel in a manner which shall unreasonably or unnecessarily interfere 
with any other motorboat or vessel, or with the free and proper navigation of the waters of the 
city;
Fail to stop and render assistance in the event of a collision, accident or other casualty, and/or fail 
to provide identification, in writing, to any person injured and to the owner of any property 
damaged in the collision, accident or other casualty, so far as the operator of any motorboat or 
vessel involved in a collision, accident or other casualty can do so without serious damage to his 
or her own vessel, crew and passengers;
Fail to repon any accident, casualty, vandalism or theft to the Department of Environmental 
Management or the police department where such accident, casualty, vandalism or theft involving 
a motorboat or vessel is in excess of five hundred dollars (S500.00);
Operate a motorboat or vessel with improper:

Light installation;
Use of lights;
Sound-producing devices;
Personal flotation devices (PFD);
Fire extinguishers; and
Muffling devices

b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
as set forth in state law.
Operate a motorboat or vessel, or manipulate water skis, surfboards or similar devices in a 
reckless manner so as to endanger the life, limb or property of another;
Operate a motorboat or vessel, or manipulate water skis, surfboards or similar devices while 
intoxicated or under the influence of any narcotic drug, barbiturate or marijuana.
A person arrested and charge with operating any motorboat or vessel, or manipulating any water 
skis, surfboard or similar device while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or narcotic or 
habit-forming drugs shall have the right to be examined at his or her own expense immediately 
after his or her arrest, by a physician selected by him or her, and the officer so arresting or so 
charging that person shall immediately inform that person of this right and afford him or her a 
reasonable opportunity to exercise the same, and at the trial of that person, the prosecution must 
prove that he or she was so informed and was afforded such opportunity;
Dock or otherwise make fast any motorboat or vessel to any pier, channel marker, buoy, wharf or 
other shore strucnire without the consent of the owner, except in the case of an emergency;
Operate a motorboat or vessel on and within the waters of the city for towing a person or persons 
on water skis, or a surfboard or similar device unless there is in the motorboat or vessel (i) a 
person at least twelve (12) years of age, in addition to the operator, in a position to observe the 
progress of the person or persons being towed; (ii) at least one (1) personal flotation device (PFD) 
for each person being towed;
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(12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

(17)

(21)

a.

b.

c.

(22)

(23)

(24)
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(18)
(19)
(20)

Operate a motorboat or vessel on and within any waters of the city towing a person or persons on 
water skis, a surfboard or similar device beginning at one (1) hour after sunset and ending at one 
(1) hour before sunrise;
Engage in water skiing, surfboarding, or similar activity at any time between the hours beginning 
at one (1) hour after sunset and ending at one (1) hour before sunrise, or within areas in which 
said activities are prohibited;
Operate or manipulate any motorboat, vessel, tow rope or other device by which the direction or 
location of water skis, a surfboard, or similar device may be affected or controlled in such a way 
as to cause the water skis, surfboard, or similar device, or any person thereon, to collide with or 
strike against any object or person;
Conduct a regatta, motorboat, or other boat race, marine parade, tournament, or exhibition, 
except on the terms and conditions specifically set forth by the pon commission;
Refuse to move or stop on oral command of the, assistant harbormaster, or police officer operating 
from a patrol boat identified as such, and exercising the duties lawfully assigned to him or her; 
Engage in scuba divining, skin diving, or snorkeling in an area where power or motorboats are 
operated, unless the proper warning flags, as set forth in state law, are posted;
Operate a motorboat or vessel within fifty (50) feet of any warning flag as set forth in sute law; 
Construct and/or place a mooring without a permit issued by the port commission; 
Throw, dispose of, deposit, or cause to be thrown, disposed of, or deposited, bottles, glass 
crockery, cans, scrap metal, junk, paper, garbage, refuse or debris of any nature, or any noxious 
substance in or upon any of the waters within the city;
Deposit or abandon a vessel or strucnire upon the shore, a public right-of-way or on and within 
the waters of the city. When any vessel or strucnire is deposited or abandoned in the waters of 
the city, the same may be removed by the police department, or its lawfully authorized agent. 

Notice of removal of vessei/harbor structures. If the person who owns, has an interest 
in, or exercises any control over the vessel or structure, or otherwise is known, the chief 
of police, or his lawfully designated agent, shall give written notice by certified mail to 
said person to remove the vessel or strucnire within a specified time.
Removal of vessei/harbor structures. If the vessel or strucnire is not removed within the 
time specified in the notice and in a manner and to a place satisfactory to the chief of 
police, or his lawfully designated agent, or if no such person is known to the chief of 
Police, or his lawfully designated agent, upon whom the notice can be served, then the 
chief of police, or his lawfully designated agent, may proceed to remove, or cause the 
vessel or structure to be removed, in a manner and to a place the chief of police, or his 
lawfully designated agent, shall deem appropriate.
Liability. In the event that such person identified in paragraph (1) above, shall allow a 
vessel or structure to be removed by the chief of police, or his lawfully designated agent, 
in accordance with this ordinance, then such person shall be liable to pay the cost and 
expenses of the removal and storage, or to repay the same when paid by the city. The 
expense may be recovered in an action brought by the city solicitor against the owner(s). 
If the owner(s) are unknown or the vessel or structure is unclaimed within ninety (90) 
days of the removal. The city may sell the vessel or structure. The proceeds form the 
sale shall be used to defray the cost the city incurred in the removal and storage of the 
vessel or structure, and in the administration of this section.

Engage in rafting on a single mooring or anchor, unless such rafting does not unreasonably 
interfere with any adjacent single moorings or anchorages. Motorboats and/or vessels in a raft 
shall be manned at all times;
Operate a marine toilet at any time so as to cause or permit to pass or to be discharged into 
harbor waters, any untreated sewage, or other waste matter or contaminant of any kind, and/or 
dumping of holding tanks containing anything other than fresh water or sea water into harbor 
waters;
Moor or anchor a houseboat unless such mooring or anchoring is done within designated areas.
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(2)

b.

c.

d.

e.

(2)
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(e)
(1)

Enforcernem authority.
The city or its lawful agent shall have the authority to enforce the provisions of this section and 
in the exercise thereof, shall have the authority to stop and board any motorboat or vessel subject 
to this section.
Such enforcement authority as set forth in (1) above shall be concurrent with that possessed by 
the department of environmental management, pursuant to section 46-22-17 of the General Laws 
of Rhode Island.
Penalties for violation.
The general penalties provided for by section 1-10 of the Code of Ordinances shall apply to 
violations of this chapter, except that any person electing to appear before the clerk of the court, 
or in lieu of a personal appearance electing to enter an appearance by mail, and admitting the 
violations charged shall be punished by a fine as set forth for each violation as follows:
a.

Fine
$ 25.00

50.00
75.00
100.00

5.00 per mile in excess of speed limit

(b) Miscellaneous provisions. Any time the chief of police, or his lawfully designated agent, directs 
that a motorboat or vessel be towed pursuant to this ordinance, there shall be a fee assessed to the owner of 
said motorboat or vessel for said towing. Said fee shall be one hundred dollars ($100.00) and shall be subject

 to annual revision by the commissioner of public safety, or his lawfully designated agent. Should the towing 
be performed by a commercial towing service, this fee shall be in addition to the towing charged by the 
towing service. See revisions in proposed municipal ordinance
(c) Definitions. As used in this section, unless the context clearly requires a different meaning- 
Houseboat means a building constructed on a raft, barge or hull that is used primarily habitation. 
Motorboat means any vessel whether or not the vessel is propelled by machinery. For the purposes of this 
chapter, motorboat shall not include houseboats as defined in the General Laws of Rhode Island, any ferry, 
canoes, and rowboats twelve (12) feet in length or less.
Operate means to navigate or otherwise use a motorboat or vessel.
Person means an individual, partnership, firm, corporation, association, or other entity.
Vessel means every description of watercraft other than a seaplane on the water, used or capable of being 
used as a means of transportation on water.
(d)
(1)

Any person who violates any provision of subsections (a)(3)a., (7) or (18) of this section 
shall be subject to a fine of fifty dollars ($50.(X)) for each violation. 
Any person who violates any provision of subsections (a)(1), (5), (7), (15) or (16) of this 
section shall be subject to a fine of one hundred dollars <$100.00) for each violation. 
Any person who violates any provision of subsections (a)(l 1), (12), (13) or (14) of this 
section shall be subject to a fine not to exceed two hundred dollars ($200.00) for each 
violation.
Any person who violates the provisions of subsection (a)(3)b. of this section shall be 
subject to the following fines:
MPH In Excess of Speed Limit
1 - 10
11 - 15
16 - 20
21-25
26 and above
Any person who violates the provisions of subsection (a)(3)b of this section shall be 
required to attend a boating safety course in addition to the payment of any fine. In the 
event a fine as set forth for each violation is not paid or a pleas of not guilty is not 
entered by any person charged with any violation prior to the founeenth day after the 
date of the violation, said fine shall be doubled. In the event a fine as-set forth for each 
violation is not paid or a plea of not guilty is not entered subsequent to the founeenth 
day after the date of violation, said fine shall be tripled.

Any person who violates any provisions of subsections (a)(6), (19), (20, (21), (22) or (23) of this 
section shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor and shall be subject to a fine not to exceed five 
hundred dollars ($500.00), or imprisonment not to exceed thirty (30) days, or both for each 
violation.
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(3)

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7)

I

1.2 PROPOSED LAWS AND ORDINANCES

1.2.1 Revised Rhode Island General Law
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Any person who violates any provision of subsections (a)(2), (4), (8), (9), (10) or (24) of this 
section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be subject to a fine not to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000.00), or imprisonment not to exceed one (1) year, or both for each violation.
Any person charged with any violation set forth in subsections (a)(3)a., b., (5), (7), (11), (12), 
(13), (14), (15), (16), (17) or (18) of this section and notified in writing by a police officer to 
appear to answer such charge before the Providence Municipal Court may, in lieu of such 
appearance, elect to appear in person or by one duly authorized by him in writing, before the 
clerk of said coun, admit the truth of said charge, and pay to said clerk the designated fine; 
provided that such appearance, admission and payment be made at the office of said clerk during 
regular business office hours, within sixty (60) days of such notification, and failure to so appear 
shall be deemed a waiver of the right to dispose of such charge without personal appearance in

In Section 11-1, harborlines are taken to mean boundary areas, as opposed to the boundary of the 
Port as defined in Section 11-20. State litigation is currently underway that may definitely settle 
the jurisdiction of the allowances of an approved harborline. At present, the term harborline 
carries the meaning of the right to access navigation ( as in "out to the harbor") to engage in 
commerce. Ultimately, the CRMC is the regulatory body that decides what activities can be 
conducted within the tidal waters of the state regardless of the presence of a harborline.

Create the Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission by amending RIGL to establish enabling 
legislation for the City of Providence. RIGL §46-4-2 should be revised as indicated on page I-l 
to eliminate jurisdiction of the Providence harbormaster south of the Providence-Cranston 
municipal boundary (a duty largely conducted by the US Coast Guard).

The following RIGL enabling legislation is recommended to reflect the need to establish a 
regulatory' body in the City with jurisdiction of all tidal waters of the city under the jurisdiction 
of the Harbor Management Plan, as afforded by RIGL §46-4 and the CRMC's Guidelines for the 
Development of Municipal Harbor Management Plans, March 1997 draft.

RIGL §46-4
Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission.

coun.
In those cases where mail is used for payment of such fine, the payment shall be by check or by 
money order, and in those cases where payment is attempted with a check drawn against 
insufficient funds, an additional payment of twenty-five dollars ($25.(X)) shall be imposed 
against the violator to defray administrative costs.
The payment of a fine to the clerk of the municipal coun as herein provided for any violation set 
forth in subsections (a)(3)a., (5), (7), (11), (12), (13), (14), (15), (16), (17) and (18) shaU operate 
as a final disposition of the charge.
Notice of any violation set forth in subsections (a)(3)a., (5), (7), (11), (12), (13), (14), (15), (16), 
(17) and (18) shall indicate the offense charged, a schedule of fines for such violation, the time 
within which such fine by mail may be exercised, the place to which such fine may be mailed and 
such other information as well enable the person charged to take advanuge of the provisions 
hereof.

(Ord. 1993, ch. 93-30, sec. 3, 9-24-93)
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1.2.2 Proposed Providence Municipal Ordinance Revision

This ordinance requires that the Providence Code of Ordinance be amended to;

‘Charter laws reference - Powers of city, sec. 2.1 et seq.
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AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 11 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE. RHODE 
ISLAND, 1995, ENTITLED “HARBOR AND PORT”

Chapter 11
HARBOR AND PORT*

Chapter 11 of the Code of the City of Providence, Rhode Island, 1995, as amended, is hereby amended by 
deleting therefrom the full text of the chapter in its entirety and by substituting therefore, the following:

The following ordinance is proposed to meet regulatory requirements of Coastal Resources 
Management Council (CRMC), to define the responsibilities of the Providence Rivers* and Harbor 
Commission, to specify that the harbormaster reports to the Rivers and Harbor Commission, to 
meet needs for speed limits in the Harbor Management area, to reflect requirements for marine 
sanitation devices (MSDs) and pumpouts, and to prohibit swimming areas in Providence waters. 
This ordinance reflects the issues presented in the Section 4 of the Harbor Management Plan.

Recommend to the City Council for adoption: rules, fees, and penalties for activities which may be 
necessary to fulfill the goals of the city Harbor Management Plan and the requirements of this chapter; 
Prepare an annual budget and capital improvement program accordance with the provisions of the city to 
direct implementation of the Harbor Management Plan;
Sit as a board of appeals to hear any person aggrieved by any decision, act or failure to act in the 
enforcement of this chapter and any rules and regulations adopted by the City pursuant to this chapter; and 
Review and revise, as necessary, the Harbor Management Plan for City Council and CRMC approval. The 
plan shall be reviewed and revised at least once every five years.

Compensation of Members. Commission members may be compensated for their time and for expenses incurred in 
the performance of their duties.

There shall be a Rivers and Harbor Commission for the City of Providence of seven (7) members, including one 
representative from each of the following groups: the recreational boating community, the pon industry, the water 
transponaiion industry, the environmental community, and three (3) citizens at large who are not affiliated with any 
of the above groups.
Term of office. Members shall be appointed by the mayor for three-year terms. The initial appointments to the 
Commission will be three members with three-year terms, two members with two-year terms, and two members with 
one-year terms. This initial staggering will allow for consistency to be established on the Commissinn
Vacancies. All members shall serve until their successors are duly appointed. If a vacancy occurs, the mayor shall 
appoint a member to fill the remainder of the unexpired term.
Chairperson. The chairperson, vice chairperson and secretary shall be elected by the members of the Commission. 
Meetings shall be called by the Director or at the request of three (3) members of the Commission. The chairperson 
shall conduct the meetings of the Commission. In the absence of the chairperson, the vice chairperson shall assume 
those responsibilities. The secretary shall keep the minutes of all meetings.
Powers and Duties. The Commission shall be the primary advisory group for the management of the waters of the 
City of Providence. The Commission shall adopt rules of procedure and operation for its meetings and is authorized 
to:
1.
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Purpose and ApplicabilitySec. 11-1
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Cross references - Obstructing streets leading to, adjoining harbor or river, sec. 23-3; bridges, sec. 23-154 et seq.; operation of vessels under, 
through bridges, sec. 23-160 et seq.

Sec. 11-1
Sec. 11-2 
Sec. 11-3 
Sec. 11-4 
Sec. 11-5 
Sec. 11-6 
Sec. 11-7 
Sec. 11-8 
Sec. 11-9

State law references-Authonty of council to appoint harbormaster and prescribing territorial extent of bis powers and duties. Section 464-2. Gen. 
Laws 1956; duty of harbormaster to give notice of wrecks. Section 46-6-15, Gen. Laws 1956; special act authorizing council to pass ordinances 
relarive to harbormaster. Act of March 11. 1859; special act relative to jurisdiction of harbormaster, P.L. 1923, c. 1121.

(a) Purpose.
The regulations set forth in this chapter are made in accordance with the city harbor management plan for the purpose 
of promoting the public health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of the City and the general public at large 
that uses the City’s waterfront. These regulations are designed to implement the harbor management plan, to provide 
for the safe harbor and use of boats, and to provide for the proper disposal of waste. These regulations are made with 
specific consideration given to the fragile resources existing in and along the City’s waterfront while permitting its 
safe and reasonable use by people.

State law references - Treatment of shipping and navigation under state law, chapters 46-1 - 46-11, Gen. Laws 1956; according to sec. 46-10-1, 
commissioner of wrecks and shipwrecked goods shall be appointed annually by couiKil, but no such ordinance has been enacted; shore 
development, ch. 46-3. Gen. Laws 1956; harbor, harbor lines, ch. 464, Gen. Laws 1956; constniction of port facilities, ch. 46-5, Gen. Laws 
1956; obstructions to navigation, ch. 46-6, Gen. Laws 1956.

(b) Applicability.
The provisions of this chapter, and any rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto, shall be applicable to and shall 
govern the use of harbor lands, waters, facilities and activities under the jurisdiction of the City of Providence. This

City Ordinances - Ord. 1993, ch. 93-30, sec. 3 , 9-24-93; Ord. 1914, ch. 26, sec. 1; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 18; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 
1; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16. sec. 1; Ord. No. 1914. ch. 27, sec. 13; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 15; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 2; Rev. Ords. 
1946. ch. 16. sec. 2; Ord. 1914, ch. 27. sec. 2; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16. sec. 2; Ord. 1914. ch. 27. sec. 3; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 3; Ord. 
1914, ch. 27, sec. 7; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16. sec. 7; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 13; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16. sec. 13; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 9; 
Rev. Ords. 1946. ch. 16, sec. 9; Ord. 1914, ch. 27. sec. 5; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 5; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 6; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 
16, sec. 6; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 8; Rev. Ords. 1946. ch. 16. sec. 8; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 14; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch,, 16, sec. 17; Ord. 1914. 
ch. 27. sec. 19; Rev. Ords. 1946. ch. 16. sec. 10; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 4; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 4; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 13; Rev. 
Ords. 1946. ch. 16, sec. 14; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 13; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 16; Ord. 1984, ch. 84-66, sec. 1, 9-27-84; Ord. 1993, 
ch. 93-30, sec. 2, 9-24-93.

Special act relative to harbor and public waters of Town of Providence, see digest of 1822, as amended by Act of fan. 21, 1837, Act of Oct. 27, 
1841, Act of May 9, 1845, and Act of May 4, 1888; special act establishing harbor line on westerly side of Providence River south of Fields point 
and authorizing city to take riparian rights, P.L. 1940, c. 839; special act establishing harbor line between Fox Point and railroad bridge at India 
Point, P.L. 1865. c. 557 , as amended by P.L. 1928, c. 1241; special act establish harbor lines on easterly side of river from Crawford Street 
Bridge to Fox Point, P.L. 1879, c. 758, as amended by P.L. 1928. c. 1241; other special acts authorizing establishment of harbor lines. Acts of 
March 3, 1855; P.L. 1885, c. 476; P.L. 1890. c. 914; P.L. 1892. c. 1096; P.L. 1896, c. 424.

Editor’s note - Section 1 of ch. 93-30. adopted Sept. 24. 1993. repealed sec. 11-20, which pertained to violations anl penalties and derived from 
Ord. 1914, ch. 27. sec. 11 and Rev. Ords. 1946. ch. 16. sec. 11. Section 2 of ch. 93-30 renumbered sec. 11-21 as sec. 11-20 and Section 3 of 
ch. 93-30 added a new sec. 11-21.

Purpose and Applicability
Policy
Definitions
Area of Jurisdiction
Administration and Enforcement; Rivers and Harbor Commission
Regulated Activities
Fees; Harbor Management Fund
Penalty
Disclaimer of Liability
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Sec. 11-2 Policy

Sec. 11-3 Definitions

Abode -
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For the purpose of this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings designated in this section. Words used 
in the present tense include the future, the singular includes the plural and the plural the singular. The word “used” 
includes “designed, intended or arranged to be used”.

The principal, non water-dependent use of a structure or vessel as a dwelling or home.

It shall be the policy of the City of Providence that:
1. The public has the right to use the City’s waters and that the City has the right to regulate the waters’ use;
2. All the citizens of the City have the right of access to the shoreline;
3. Riparian landowners shall be given due consideration in the esublishment of new moorings, docks or slip 

placements;
4. In order to a achieve an equitable balance between private and public use of the water resource within the type

4 and type 6 waters, the City promotes a balance of private and public access. The City recognizes the role of 
marinas as providing public access through private enterprise while reserving for public use federally maintained 
anchorages;

5. Recreational boating, water transportation, and port related industry are valuable resources for the City;
6. The maintenance or upgrading of present water quality designations is essential for the continuation of the 

recreational boating, water transportation, and port industries;
7. Every effon will be made to maintain or upgrade the present water quality designations assigned by the state;
8. No discharge of untreated sanitary waste into the waters of the City shall be permitted;
9. The use of the water shall be balanced so that its environmental quality is protected;
10. The enjoyment of the waters of the City through all types of recreational activity is encouraged;
11. The various recreational activities shall be managed by the City of Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission 

so as to minimize their impact on each other;
12. A balance between the demands of the port industry, water transportation, and the recreational boating industry 

must be developed;
13. The port industry, water transportation, and recreational boating are valuable components of the City economy 

and must be protected and encouraged to grow;
14. Activities of mutual concern will be coordinated with the cities of Pawtucket, East Providence, and Cranston.

(c) Scope.
It is not the intent of this chapter to have the City supersede the powers and duties of the Coastal Resources 
Management Council or the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management. This chapter only sets forth 
rules and regulations for the use of the waters of the City.

chapter shall be subordinate to all existing federal and state sutures and regulations and is not intended to preempt 
or conflict with any other valid laws. Specific objectives of the City of Providence are:
1. To manage the coastal waters and harbor areas of the City of Providence, as described herein and hereafter 

referred to as the City, by esublishing regulations that balance and manage the diverse uses of the waters, harbor 
areas, and waterfront and to minimize user conflicts;

2. To provide a mechanism to ensure the administration and operational costs of this ordinance and the Harbor 
Management Plan are shared by the City of Providence, commercial port owners, and other groups or individuals 
as may be identified by the Rivers and Harbor Commission, described herein;

3. To maintain, improve, and develop public access opportunities to the coastal waters of the City of Providence 
for the benefit of all user groups;

4. To remain consistent with the goals and regulations of the Coastal Resources Management Council, the Rhode 
Island Department of Environmental Management, the Sute Guide Plan, and the United Sutes Army Corps of 
Engineers; and

5. To maintain compliance with the City of Providence Comprehensive Plan.
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all the public waters westerly of the easterly sides of the ship channels in Seekonk River, Providence River 
and Harbor and Narragansett Bay from the Pawtucket - Providence city line southerly to the point of 
intersection of the ship-channel side with a straight line drawn from Rumstick Point on the east shore to 
Rocky Point on the west shore, excluding that area subject to jurisdiction of the city of Cranston;

[The boundaries of the port district of the port of Providence are as follows;] Beginning at the division line 
of Plat 101 and Plat 56, said point being a point on Terminal Road and the range of the westerly property 
line of lot 5 on City of Providence Assessor’s Plat 56; thence in generally northerly direction, along the 
division line of Plat 101 and Plat 56, to an angle in the plat division line; thence turning an interior angle of

All waterfront areas, as detailed in the Harbor Management Plan for the City of Providence, shall fall under the 
jurisdiction of the city and shall be governed by this chapter and any rules and regulations adopted by the city. More 
specifically, it is that area of the waters of the city encompassed by the following description:

Anchoring - To secure a vessel temporarily to the bonom of a water body by dropping an anchor or anchors or other 
ground uckle from a vessel.
Channel - Any water areas that are federally maintained and reserved for unobstructed movement of vessels. 
Commission - The Rivers and Harbor Commission.
CRMC -The Coastal Resources Management Council.
Director - The Director of the Rivers and Harbor Commission.
Fairway - Any locally designated and ! or maintained water areas reserved for unobstructed movement of vessels. 
Rivers and Harbor Commission - The commission established or designated in accordance with this chapter to carry 
out responsibilities associated with the development, oversight, and administration of municipal harbor programs 
Harbor Management Plan (HMP) - The City of Providence master plan for development, maintenance, and 
conservation of its waterfront resources.
Harbormaster - An official appointed in accordance with this chapter to carry out the provisions of this chapter. 
There shall be a chief harbormaster who is responsible for the supervision and direction of all other harbormasters. 
If this position is not filled, the duties of the harbormaster shall become the responsibility of the Rivers and Harbor 
Commission.
Houseboat I Floating Home - A building constructed on a raft, barge or hull that is used primarily for single family 
habitation. Houseboats may only be anchored in a pennined marina. Discharge of sanitary waste from houseboats 
into the waters of the City is prohibited.
Launching Ramp - Any man-made or natural facility used for the launching and retrieval of boats (Sec. 300.4, 
Coastal Resources Management Program
Marina - Any dock, pier, wharf, float, floating business or combination of such facilities that service five or more 
recreational boats as a commercial enterprise or in association with a club (Sec. 300.4, Coastal Resources 
Management Program)
Motorboat - Any vessel whether or not the vessel is propelled by machinery, for the purposes of this chapter, 
motorboat shall not include houseboats as defined in the General Laws of Rhode Island, any ferry, canoes, and 
rowboats twelve (12) feet in length or less.
Operate - To navigate or otherwise use a motorboat or vessel.
Person - An individual, group of people, pannership, firm, corporation, association, organization, trust, company, 
or other entity.
Resident - Any person whose legal residence or place of principal operation is the City.
Vessel - Every description of watercraft, other than a seaplane on water, used or capable of being used as a means 
of transportation on water. Specifically excluded by this definition are floating homes or houseboats.
Wake - A wave generated by a vessel.
Water Dependent Use - Activities or uses that can only be conducted on, in, over, or adjacent to tidal waters or 
coastal ponds because the use requires access to the water for transportation, recreation, energy production or source 
of water; also includes non-water dependent activities that provide access to the shore to broad segments of the public.
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(a) Rivers and Harbor Commission The Rivers and Harbor Commission shall be the local regulatory body for the 
waters of the City of Providence. The Commission shall enforce this chapter promulgated by the City Council and 
may adopt any rules and regulations, subject to CRMC approval, for the implementation of this chapter and perform 
all acts necessary and consistent with the purpose of this chapter. The Rivers and Harbor Commission shall enforce 
the provisions and ordinances of the Harbor Management Plan as well as. adopt additional policies, rules and 
regulations for the implementation of the Harbor Management Plan and subsequent ordinances and perform all acts 
necessary and consistent with the Harbor Management Plan and such ordinances, subject tO'the approval of the City 
Council and the Coastal Resources Management Council. The Rivers and Harbor Commission shall direct the 
Providence Harbormaster (if the position is filled) and shall consist of seven (7) members.

The city may regulate uses and activities within the tidal waters of the state that are within the corporate boundaries 
of the city consistent with the authorities granted the city by RIGL 1956, 46-4-1 et seq., to minimize user conflicts 
and to maximize the efficient use of both the water space and the city-owned waterfront. In order to regulate the uses 
and activities with the city’s tidal waters, enforcement of the provisions of this chapter shall be completed as follows:

142 degrees, 10 minutes, 35 seconds and running northerly along the plat division line to the center of the 
Providence River channel; thence following the centerline of the channel in a generally southeasterly 
direction and parallel with the harbor line to the division line between the City of Providence and the City 
of Cranston; thence generally westerly along the city division line of Providence and Cranston line to the 
southwesterly comer of Lot 3(X) on City of Providence Assessor’s Plat 56; thence generally northerly along 
the westerly line of lot 300 to the northwesterly comer of lot 300 on City of Providence Assessor’s Plat 56; 
thence easterly along the northerly line of lot 300 to an angle; thence southerly twenty (20) feet to a comer; 
thence easterly along the northerly line of Lot 300 to the easterly street line of Michigan Avenue; thence 
northerly along the easterly street line of Michigan Avenue to the southeasterly intersection of California 
Avenue and Michigan Avenue; thence easterly along the southerly street line of California Avenue to the plat 
division line of Plat 56 and Plat 87; thence northwesterly along the plat division line of Plat 56 to the 
northerly street line of Ernest Street; thence westerly along the northerly street line of Ernest Street to the 
southeasterly intersection of Ellis and Ernest Streets; thence northeasterly along the easterly street line of 
Ellis Street to the southeasterly intersection of Ellis Street and Terminal Road; thence running in a generally 
northwesterly direction across Terminal Road to the northwesterly intersection of Ellis Street and Terminal 
Road; thence westerly along the northerly line of Terminal Road to the intersection with the range of the 
westerly property line of Lot 5 on City of Providence Assessor’s Plat 56, said line also being the plat division 
line of Plat 101 and Plat 56, said point being the point and place of beginning.

(b) Harbormasters
Chief Harbormaster. There shall be a chief harbormaster for the City of Providence, who shall be appointed by the 
mayor and serve at the pleasure of the mayor. The chief harbormaster shall report to the Director of the Rivers and 
Harbor Commission and shall have the power and duties delegated to him / her by the Director. If this position is 
not filled, the duties of chief harbormaster shall become the responsibility of the Rivers and Harbor Commission. 
His/her duties shall include:
1. Full power and authority to prescribe regulations and give directions regarding the anchorage station, management 

and control of all vessels within the harbor of Providence.
2. Keep an accurate daily record in a suitable book of the arrival and departure of vessels at the port of Providence, 

specifying the pons from which vessels arrive as well as the ports for which vessels sailing from this port are 
bound, and, so far as possible, a record of the principal items of merchandise comprising the cargoes of such 
vessels. This record of the arrival and departure of vessels shall be open to public inspection.

3. Every vessel entering the city harbor shall be anchored by the master or person in command thereof, according 
to the directions of the harbormaster.

4. All vessels not anchored according to the directions of the harbormaster shall be forthwith moved by their crews 
under his direction. If any such vessel not have sufficient crew to move the same, such vessel shall be moved 
by the harbor master, and the expense thereof shall be paid by the owner or master of said vessel, and may be
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(b) Guest Anchorage
A boat may anchor on its own anchor up to 48 hours in the public waters of the City. Written consent of the chief 
harbormaster is necessary for extended visits of more than 48 hours. No vessel will be allowed to anchor in the 
city waters utilizing his / her own ground tackle and be left unattended. The owner or operator and party may 
go ashore, but shall not leave the area. They shall be available to tend to the vessel in the event of heavy 
weather.

(c) Vessel Speed
1. The operation of any vessel within the coastal water and harbor areas of the City of Providence shall proceed in 

a manner which protects all persons and property from damage from waves, wake, and operation. Operators of 
vessels within the coastal waters and harbor areas of the City of Providence shall comply with state regulations 
on vessel speeds and wake which establishes a maximum speed for vessels at five (3) miles per hour, no wake 
(RIGL §46-22-9).

2. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel at a speed of greater than five (5) miles per hour no wake within 
the areas designated by the Commission;

3. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel within non-designated areas at a speed greater than forty-five (43) 
miles per hour during the hours from sunrise to sunset and twenty-five (23) miles per hour during periods of 
darkness or other periods of restricted visibility;

4. The City hereby designates the following vessel speed zones, to be established and marked immediately by City 
Council petition to the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management Division of Boating Safety:

(a) Moorings
If the need for public moorings is determined through public participation, regulations will proposed.

recovered by the harbormaster of such owner or master by an action, in the name of the city, before any court 
of competent jurisdiction.

5. Remove, from time to time, any vessel not employed in receiving or discharging cargo, to make room for others 
requiring to be accommodated, and shall by the sole judge of the fact of any vessel’s being fairly and legitimately 
engaged in receiving or discharging the cargo. He ! she may also determine the extent, time and manner of 
accommodation respecting the stations of vessels, which should be extended by the owners or masters thereof to 
each other, and to required such accommodation to be extended.

6. Have the care, control and management of the city ships and of any public landings or floats maintainari by the 
city.

7. Carry out all other powers and duties authorized to the harbormaster under various state and federal marine laws, 
including but not limited to Marine Sanitation Device (MSD) inspection and discharge responsibilities afforded 
through the U.S. coast Guard, MARPOL ANNEX V, Section 312 of the Clean Water Act, Title 46-22 of the 
General Laws of Rhode Island, and future laws to be enacted.

8. The harbormaster shall make a quarterly report to the council including therein the total statistics of the commerce 
of the pon of Providence shown by his daily record book and such other information as he shall deem advisable.

9. The harbormaster shall attend daily at an office to be provided by the city and shall have regular office hours. 
Other Harbormasters. There shall be other harbormasters as needed determined by the chief harbormaster, who shall

be appointed by the mayor and serve at the pleasure of the mayor. The harbormaster(s) shall work for the chief 
harbormaster and shall have the power and duties delegated to them by the Director.

Compensation. The chief harbormaster and the harbormaster(s) shall receive an annual stipend and shall be 
compensated for expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. All compensation shall be included in the 
Commission’s budget, and acted upon by the City Council.

Qualifications. The chief harbormaster and the harbormaster(s) shall be required to possess knowledge of 
harbormaster management techniques such as those offered through the Rhode Island Harbormaster Association 
training program. The chief harbormaster shall, at minimum, show and maintain proficiency in: basic First Aid 
and CPR; seamanship! towing; boating safety enforcement; law enforcement / probable cause; liability; harbor 
management; pollution control / fisheries; oil spill response; and water quality. Other qualifications include small 
boat handling, navigation, oral and written communication, budgeting, and administrative procedures.
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Note: the following is recommended in the Providence Harbor Management Plan:
(a) Federal Navigation Channels;

(1) Vessel speed in the Federal Navigation Channel south of Fox Point in the Providence River shall not 
exceed 45 miles per hour during the hours from sunrise to sunset and 25 miles per hour during periods 
of darkness or other periods of restricted visibility. Vessel speed in the Federal Navigation Channel 
north of Waterman Square at Cold Spring Point on the Seekonk River shall not exceed 20 miles per hour 
assuming one way vessel traffic; ten (10) miles per hour for passing oncoming traffic.
(2) Providence River north of the Fox Point Hurricane Barrier; Vessel speed shall not exceed five (5) 
miles per hour nor create wake.
(3) Seekonk River Channel, as described herein; Vessel speed shall not exceed five (5) miles per hour 
nor create wake.
(4) Providence River Chaimel, as described herein; Within 200 feet of shore vessel speed shall not 
exceed five (5) miles per hour nor create wake; 200 feet or greater from shore, vessel speed shall not 
exceed ten (10) miles per hour.

(b) River Channels;
(1) Seekonk River Channel: 150 foot wide channel beginning at the south end of the Seekonk River 
Federal Navigation Channel in the vicinity of Waterman Square and Cold Spring Point and extending 
0.50 nautical miles southwest, past the bascule bridge at Crook Point with an east channel edge at R 
N*2* west of Twin Island and GCT, thence extending 0.27 nautical miles south to the India Point 
Swing Bridge, and thence 0.09 nautical miles southwest to the overhead power cables, and thence 0.10 
nautical miles west to a line extending from Bold Point northeast to the electrical tower at India Point.
(2) Providence River Channel: a channel varying in width from 100 feet between India and Bold Points 
to 700 feet at Fox Point, beginning at the south end of the Seekonk River Channel extending 0,47 
nautical miles west to the northeast end of the Fox Point Reach of the Providence River Federal 
Navigation Channel with a southern boundary at RN"6", RN"4", RN”2’ and the Getty Pier, and a 
northern boundary 200 feet south of the shore from India Point to Fox Point (exclusive of the grounded 
barge west of Bold Point).

(d) Operation on the Waters
1. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel, or manipulate water skis, surfboards or similar devices in a 

reckless manner so as to endanger the life, limb or property of another;
2. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel within a water area which has been clearly marked by buoys or 

some other distinguishing device, as a bathing, swimming or otherwise restricted area; provided, however, that 
this section shall not apply in the case of an emergency, or to patrol or rescue craft;

3. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel in a manner which shall unreasonably or unnecessarily interfere 
with any other motorboat or vessel, or with the free and proper navigation of the waters of the city;

4. No person shall fail to stop and render assistance in the event of a collision, accident or other casualty, and/or 
fail to provide identification, in writing, to any person injured and to the owner of any property damaged in the 
collision, accident or other casualty, so far as the operator of any motorboat or vessel involved in a collision, 
accident or other casualty can do so without serious damage to his / her own vessel, crew and passengers;

5. No person shall fail to report any accident, casualty, vandalism or theft to the Department of Environmental 
Management or the Director where such accident, casualty, vandalism or theft involving a motorboat or vessel 
is in excess of five hundred dollars (£500.00);

6. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel, or manipulate water skis, surfboards or similar devices while 
intoxicated or under the influence of any narcotic drug, barbiturate or marijuana. A person arrested and charge 
with operating any motorboat or vessel, or manipulating any water skis, surfboard or similar device while under 
the influence of intoxicating liquor or narcotic or habit-forming drugs shall have the right to be examined at his 
or her own expense immediately after his or her arrest, by a physician selected by him or her, and the officer so 
arresting or so charging that person shall immediately inform that person of this right and afford him or her a 
reasonable opportunity to exercise the same, and at the trial of that person, the prosecution must prove that he 
or she was so informed and was afforded such opportunity;

7. No person shall dock or otherwise make fast any motorboat or vessel to any pier, channel marker, buoy, wharf 
or other shore structure without the consent of the owner, except in the case of an emergency;
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[e) Abandoned Vessek or Harbor Structures
No person shall deposit or abandon a vessel or structure upon the shore, a public right-of-way or on and within the 
waters of the city. When any vessel or structure is deposited or abandoned in the waters of the city, the Director is 
authorized and empowered to remove the same or cause the same to be removed.
1. Notice of removal of vessel/harbor structures. If the person who owns, has an interest in, or exercises any control 

over the vessel or structure, or otherwise is known, the Director, or his/her lawfully designated agent, shall give 
written notice by certified mail to said person to remove the vessel or structure within a specified time.

2. Removal of vessel/harbor structures. If the vessel or structure is not removed within the time specified in the 
notice and in a manner and to a place satisfactory to the Director, or his ! her lawfully designated agent, or if no 
such person is known to the Director, or his / her lawfully designated agent, upon whom the notice can be served, 
then the Director, or his / her lawfully designated agent, may proceed to remove, or cause the vessel or strucmre 
to be removed, in a manner and to a place the Director, or his/her lawfully designated agent, shall deem 
appropriate.

3. Liability. The owner (or such other person notified) of a vessel or structure removed by the Director in 
accordance with this chapter shall be liable to pay the cost and expenses of the removal and storage, or to repay 
the same when paid by the city. The expense may be recovered in an action brought by the city solicitor against 
the owner(s). If the owner(s) are unknown or the vessel or structure is unclaimed within ninety (90) days of the

8. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel on and within the waters of the city for towing a person or persons 
on water skis, or a surfboard or similar device unless there is in the motorboat or vessel a person at least twelve 
(12) years of age, in addition to the operator, in a position to observe the progress of the person or persons being 
towed; and at least one (1) personal floution device (PFD) for each person being towed;

9. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel on and within any waters of the city towing a person or persons 
on water skis, a surfboard or similar device beginning at one (1) hour after sunset and ending at one (1) hour 
before sunrise;

10. No person shall engage in water skiing, surfboarding, or similar activity at any time between the hours beginning 
at one (1) hour after sunset and ending at one (1) hour before sunrise, or within areas in which said activities are 
prohibited;

11. No person shall operate or manipulate any motorboat, vessel, tow rope or other device by which the direction 
or location of water skis, a surfboard, or similar device may be affected or controlled in such a way as to cause 
the water skis, surfboard, or similar device, or any person thereon, to collide with or strike against any object 
or person;

12. No person shall conduct a regatta, motorboat, or other boat race, marine parade, tournament, or exhibition, 
except on the terms and conditions specifically set forth by the Commission;

13. No person shall engage in scuba divining, skin diving, or snorkeling in an area where power or motorboats are 
operated, unless the proper warning flags, as set forth in state law, are posted;

14. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel within fifty (50) feet of any warning flag as set forth in state law;
15. No person shall throw, dispose of, deposit, or cause to be thrown, disposed of, or deposited, bottles, glass 

crockery, cans, scrap metal, junk, paper, garbage, refuse or debris of any nature, or any noxious substance in 
or upon any of the waters within the city;

16. No person shall moor or anchor a houseboat unless such mooring or anchoring is done within designated areas.
17. Swimming is prohibited in all federal navigation channels, navigation fairways, and transient anchorage areas. 

Fishing and shellfishing are prohibited in all federal navigation channels and navigation fairways. The placement 
of lobster pots, pot floats, and fish nets is also prohibited in all federal navigation channels and navigation 
fairways.

18. In accordance with the Coastal Resources Management Program, Section 300.5, houseboats or floating businesses 
are prohibited from mooring or anchoring unless within the boundaries of a marina. Houseboats or floating 
businesses shall tie into pumpout facilities.

19. The police and fire departments may use the city launch at night, when not required for use by the harbor master 
in the performance of his duties, for the purpose of patrol of the harbor and other public waters within the city, 
and may employ a night engineer on said launch, the expense thereof and any other expenses of running said 
launch at night for paid purpose to be paid from the appropriation for said departments.
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(i) Obedience to Orders of Enforcement OfTicers
It shall be a violation of this chapter for any person to refuse to move or stop on oral command or order of the 
chief harbormaster, harbormaster(s), or police officer operating from a patrol boat identified as such and 
exercising the duties lawfully assigned to him / her.

(h) Operation of Unnumbered Motorboats Prohibited
Every motorboat on, in, or within the waters of the City of Providence shall be numbered. No person shall operate 
or give permission for the operation of any motorboat on such waters unless the motorboat is numbered in accordance 
with state law, or in accordance with applicable federal law, or in accordance with a federally approved numbering 
system of another state, and unless the certificate of number awarded to such motorboat is in full force and effect and 
the identifying number set forth in the certificate of number is displayed on each side of the bow of such motorboat.

removal. The city may sell the vessel or structure. The proceeds form the sale shall be used to defray the cost 
the city incurred in the removal and storage of the vessel or strucnire, and in the administration of this section.

(i) Boat Standards
Every vessel entering the waters of the City of Providence shall be equipped as required by RIGL. 1956, §46-22-5, 
as amended. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel with improper light installation, use of lights, sound­
producing devices, personal flotation devices (PFD), fire extinguishers, and muffling devices as set forth in state law.

(g) Towing
Any time the chief harbormaster or the Director directs that a vessel be towed pursuant to this chapter or any rules 
and regulations of the Commission, there shall be a fee for said towing. Said fee shall be set annually by the Director 
of the Rivers and Harbor Commission.

(f) Water Pollution; Pump-out Facilities
1. No person shall operate a marine toilet at any time so as to cause or permit to pass or to be discharged into harbor 

waters, any untreated sewage, or other waste matter or contaminant of any kind, and/or dumping of holding tanks 
containing anything other than fresh water or sea water into harbor waters.

2. RIGL §46-12-39 through §46-12-41 shall apply to all waters within the City of Providence related to water 
pollution, no discharge zones, penalties, and enforcement.

(a) Fees
Any time the Director, or his / her lawfully designated agent, directs that a motorboat or vessel be towed pursuant 
to this ordinance, there shall be a fee assessed to the owner of said motorboat or vessel for said towing. Said fee shall 
be one hundred dollars ($100.00) and shall be subject to annual revision by the Rivers and Harbor Commission and 
shall be approved as part of the Commission’s budget submittal to the City Council. Should the towing be performed 
by a commercial towing service, this fee shall be in addition to the towing charged by the towing service.

(k) Rafting
Rafting on a single anchor is only allowed if it does not unreasonably interfere with any adjacent single moorings or 
anchorages. Motorboats and/or vessels in a raft shall be manned at all times.
(l) Rights-of-ways to the Waters
1. No person shall block, barricade, or in any way impede the public use of or access to designated public rights-of- 

way to the waters of the City of Providence.
2. No person shall store a vessel, vehicle, or structure upon a designated public right-of-way to the waters of the 

city.
3. Any person violating this section shall be subject to punishment in accordance with Section 11-8.
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(b) Harbor Management Fund
A harbor management fund is hereby created to receive and expend monies for harbor management purposes 
determined by the City. All revenues generated by fines levied under the provisions of the harbor management 
ordinance shall be deposited into this fund. Funds shall be disbursed for purposes directly associated with the 
management and implementation of the harbor management plan. Monies form this fund may be allocated to the chief 
harbormaster or his/her designee for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of the harbor management plan and/or 
the harbor management ordinance. The harbor management fund shall be esublished, budgeted, and administered 
in a manner consistent with the procedure contained within the City of Providence Charter and funded through the 
Commission’s annual budget as a line item.

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

5. Any person who violates the provisions of subsection (c)(3) of Section 11-6 of this ordinance shall be required 
to attend a boating safety course in addition to the payment of any fine. In the event a fine as set forth for each 
violation is not paid or a pleas of not guilty is not entered by any person charged with any violation prior to the 
fourteenth day after the date of the violation, said fine shall be doubled. In the event a fine as-set forth for each 
violation is not paid or a plea of not guilty is not entered subsequent to the founeenth day after the date of 
violation, said fine shall be tripled.

6. Any person who violates any provisions of subsections (d)(5), (d)(15), (e), (f), or (k) of Section 11-6 of this 
ordinance shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor and shall be subject to a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars 
($500.00), or imprisonment not to exceed thirty (30) days, or both for each violation.

7. Any person who violates any provision of subsections (d)(1), (d)(2), (d)(3), (d)(6), (d)(7) or (d)(16) of Section
11-6 of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be subject to a fine not to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000.00), or imprisonment not to exceed one (1) year, or both for each violation.

8. Any person charged with any violation set forth in subsections (c), (d)(4), (d)(8), (d)(9), (d)( 10), (d)( 11), (d)(12),
(d)(13), (d)(14), (i), or (j) of Section 11-6 of this ordinance and notified in writing by a police officer to appear 
to answer such charge before the Providence Municipal Coun may, in lieu of such appearance, elect to appear 
in person or by one duly authorized by him in writing, before the clerk of said coun, admit the truth of said 
charge, and pay to said clerk the designated fine; provided that such appearance, admission and payment be made 
at the office of said clerk during regular business office hours, within sixty (60) days of such notification, and 
failure to so appear shall be deemed a waiver of the right to dispose of such charge without personal appearance 
in coun.

Fine
$ 25.00

50.00
75.00
100.00

5.00 per mile in excess of speed limit

Note: see attached for a sample violation notice
The general penalties provided for by Section 1-10 of the Code of Ordinances shall apply to violations of this chapter, 
except that any person electing to appear before the clerk of the coun, or in lieu of a personal appearance electing to 
enter an appearance by mail, and admitting the violations charged shall be punished by a fine as set forth for each 
violation as follows:
1. Any person who violates any provision of subsections (c)(1), (c)(2), (d)(14) or (j) of Section 11-6 of this 

ordinance shall be subject to a fine of fifty dollars ($50.(X)) for each violation.
2. Any person who violates any provision of subsections (d)(4), (d)(12), (h), (i) or (j) of Section 11-6 of this 

ordinance shall be subject to a fine of one hundred dollars ($1(X).(X)) for each violation.
3. Any person who violates any provision of subsections (d)(8), (d)(9), (d)(10) or (d)(l 1) of Section 11-6 of this 

ordinance shall be subject to a fine not to exceed two hundred dollars ($200.00) for each violation.
4. Any person who violates the provisions of subsection (c)(3) of Section 11-6 of this ordinance shall be subject to 

the following fines:
MPH In Excess o f Speed Limit
1 - 10
11 - 15
16 - 20
21 -25
26 and above
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Sec. 11-9 Disclaimer of liability

ATTACHMENT A: SAMPLE VIOLATION NOTICE

Page 1 - 24Appendix 1 - Regulations and Jurisdiction

Persons using the waters of the city shall assume all risk of personal injury and damage or loss to their property. 
The city assumes no risk on account of accident, fire, theft, vandalism, or acts of God.

9. In those cases where mail is used for payment of such fine, the payment shall be by check or by money order, 
and in those cases where payment is attempted with a check drawn against insufficient funds, an additional 
payment of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) shall be imposed against the violator to defray administrative costs.

10. The payment of a fine to the clerk of the municipal court as herein provided for any violation set forth in 
subsections (c), (d)(4), (d)(8), (d)(9), (d)(10), (d)(ll), (d)(12), (d)(13), (d)(14), (i), or (j) of Section 11-6 of this 
ordinance shall operate as a final disposition of the charge.

11. Notice of any violation set forth in subsections (c), (d)(4), (d)(8), (d)(9), (d)(10), (d)(ll), (d)(12), (d)(13), 
(d)( 14), (i), or (j) of Section 11-6 of this ordinance shall indicate the offense charged, a schedule of fines for such 
violation, the time within which such fine by mail may be exercised, the place to which such fine may be mailed 
and such other information as well enable the person charged to take advantage of the provisions hereof.
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CITY OF PROVIDENCE 
HARBOR COMMISSION 

DIVISION OF ENFORCEMENT



day of

BADGE NO.
Rhode Island.
OFFICER

You are hereby notified to appear before the 
Division Court at

(YR.)
A.M. to answer a complaint charging

on the 
at

you with a violation of the
.ordinances of the City of Providence, Rhode Island and/or 

laws of the State of
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2.1 Background

I

2.2 Maritime Trade

Appendix 2 - Providence Harbor Historical Perspective Page 2-1

I

Mile End Cove, located on the east side of the Providence River where Wickenden Street meets 
1-195, was fed by a small brook that is now Brook Street. South of the cove was Foxes Hill, no 
longer visible, and then Fox Point. The shoreline of a much wider Seekonk Riverwas sandy at 
India Point and steeply wooded to the north (RISD, 1974).

At the time, Newport was the predominant city in Rhode Island and all trade had to clear through 
Newport customs. Providence did not come into her own until after the British occupation of 
Newport in the mid to late 1770s. Newport trade was shattered by the end of the Revolutionary 
War and Providence stepped in to fill the void.

A sand bluff stood to the north where the State Capitol is located and to the east was a tidal 
estuary. To the north, where Charles Street is now, the Moshassuck River cascaded over a small 
waterfall into the estuary. Several small coves and brooks marked the shoreline between a 
peninsula at Davol Square and Fields Point, along the area now dominated by wharves and piers.

The height of Providence's maritime history was in the late eighteenth century. The entire 
settlement was located in the area known as the waterfront today and Market Place was the heart

Appendix 2
HISTORY OF PROVIDENCE WATERWAYS

Historically, all trade and most travel in and out of Providence was by sea. Larger ships would 
anchor in the Providence River and send cargo and passengers upstream in small boats. 
International trade began as early as 1654 with construction of wharves on the Providence River 
beginning in 1680. By the mid-eighteenth century. Providence ships travelled to the Caribbean, 
South America, Africa, and evennially to the West Indies.

In the Spring of 1636, Roger Williams, a religious and political fugitive from the Massachusetts 
Colony, crossed the Seekonk River in a canoe and landed at what is now known as Roger 
Williams Square on Gano Street. He then paddled around Fox Point and up the Great Salt River, 
now known as the Providence River. When Williams landed at the confluence of the 
Woonasquatucket and Moshassuck Rivers, he set his final camp and named it Providence. There 
have been many changes to the shorelines of Providence since the times of Roger Williams.

In the early 16(X)'s the Providence River was wider and more easily navigable. Downtown 
Providence was a marshy peninsula known as Weybosset. North of the Weybosset the Great Salt 
Cove extended for hundreds of acres and was deep enough for the tallest ships. The cove 
extended west for more than a mile as a broad, flat valley of salt marshes which surrounded the 
Woonasquatucket River. •
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Although the channel of the Providence River had been dredged to a depth sufficient for large 
ships to reach the wharves of the upper harbor, this action was costly and time consuming. By 
1910, Providence began to develop the lower harbor. The city built a 3000 foot municipal wharf 
at Field's Point and the state built a pier in 1913 to service passenger and freight ships from the

Between the years of 1870 and 1920, marine recreation played an important part in land use 
development. The city established a number of waterfront parks and a fleet of excursion steamers 
carried people from the docks of South Water Street, Fox Point, and India Street to the resorts 
along Narragansett Bay.

of the city. The active harbor extended as far north as Smith Street. To keep up with increasing 
overseas trade, including the China trades. Providence developed a considerable ship building 
industry. The first harbor lines around the Cove were drawn in the late 1700s.

Although the railroads had outgrown Union Station before the end of the nineteenth century, plans 
for a new station met with many years of opposition prior to approval. The construction of the 
new station required completely filling the cove. Despite local opposition, the project was 
completed by the politically powerfiill railroad.

Although landfilling had become commonplace during the nineteenth century, there had never 
been any of this magnitude. This marked the beginning of a steady assault on the city's 
waterfronts through extensive landfilling to make way for warehouses, freight handling facilities, 
and wharves in addition to the railroads. The land had definitely become more important than the 
sea to the people of Providence. Although freight from Providence to New York was still sent 
by steamships, the Harbor's main function was to provide wharves for steamers and excursion 
boats.

The prosperity of Providence’s international seaport was relatively short lived. Other cities, such 
as New York and Baltimore, had begun to develop into significant ports. However, coastal 
maritime trade continued to thrive as the focus of Providence's economy shifted to manufacturing 
and land transportation. In the 1780s, considerable landfill had begun along the banks of the 
rivers. In 1816 the Great Gale extensively damaged the waterfront, providing the opportunity 
for more sudden and radical changes to take place. The Great Salt Cove was closed to navigation 
when the decision was made to build a fixed span bridge connecting the town to Weybosset (RISD 
1874).

With the advent of the steam engine, railroads became the predominant mode of transporting both 
people and cargo. Private railroad companies began to build depots in Providence from 1835 
onward. Stonington Depot and India Point were the popular locations for the rails. Eventually, 
the railroads wanted to connect to one another rather than to the sea. In 1848, Thomas Tefft was 
hired to design the first Union Station, to be built on the covelands now known as Kennedy Plaza, 
reducing the once expansive cove to a mere tidal basin.
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Mediterranean. Oil companies established depots in the lower harbor along Allens Avenue to 
replace the many coal wharves of Dyer Street.

The Seekonk was spared much of the attention afforded to the Providence, Woonasquatucket, and 
Moshassuck Rivers. Its shores remained almost unchanged until only a hundred years ago. Even 
after development began along the Seekonk, the waterfront lots weren't quickly developed. The 
location where Roger Williams first landed was covered by twenty feet of fill in 1893 when the' 
park was developed. In 1878 when Gano Street was built, this area was excavated down to bare 
slate and abandoned.

Rhode Island was the center of the American oyster industry and the Seekonk River was the heart 
of Rhode Island's oyster industry. The most abundant supplies were north of Wickenden Street 
and where the Brown University boathouse stands today. The oyster population started to 
decrease before 1920 due to the pollution associated with sewage discharges and gasoline spills. 
The oyster industry was forced to completely close Seekonk operations by 1940.

The first bridge to cross the Providence River was a wooden bridge built in 1660 where 
Weybosset Street is now. During the mid 1800s, several bridges spanned the river: die Park 
Bridge (1848), the Exchange Bridge (1848), and the new Weybosset Bridge (1843). By 1867, 
more than two hundred thousand people still crossed the river on the India Street and James Street 
ferries. By this time, the rivers were seen more as an inconvenience than as a trade route. To 
make crossing the river easier, the first Point Street Bridge was completed in 1872 as work began 
on the Crawford Street Bridge. The city was becoming increasingly congested. The common 
solution to this problem was to build roadways that not only crossed the Providence River but also 
encroached on its shores.

Most passenger ships discontinued service with the arrival of the automobile and the rest ceased 
during the WWI. With the exception of the coal deliveries to power plants, the resumption of the 
Block Island ferry service after WWI, and the use of tugboat moorings, the working port had 
completely abandoned the upper harbor. The wharves and adjacent buildings which were 
destroyed or damaged during the Hurricane of 1938 were never repaired. Hurricane Carol, in 
1954, destroyed the wharves and freight buildings at Fox and India Points. These storms assured 
that the active life of the upper harbor was finished (Warner, 1985).

By the early 20th century the upper Providence River had become an eyesore and a source of 
embarrassment. In 1914, the City Planning Commission wanted to cover the river completely. 
In 1926, the Whitten Report proposed a plan to extend the Crawford Street Bridge over the river 
and use the extra space for parking. In 1946, the City Planning Commission recommended that 
an expressway be built down the center of the river and that the flow be confined to underground 
culverts (Warner, 1985).
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Swan Point Cemetery, Blackstone Boulevard
Butler Hospital, Blackstone Boulevard. Phase I and Phase n archaeological investigations 
were conducted in 1991 on the grounds of this National Register property for the NBC's

The following properties located within the Harbor Management Planning area are listed in the 
National Register of Historic Places as maintained by the Rhode Island Historic Preservation and 
Heritage Commission (RIHPHC):

RIHPHC has indicated that other sites in this area potentially eligible for the National Register 
include Brown & Sharpe Co. and the Silver Top Diner along the Woonasquatucket River.

Rivers and Inner Harbor - The following properties are located within the Providence and 
Woonasquatucket Rivers area:

John Brown built the first Washington Bridge across the Seekonk in 1793 to facilitate 
transportation of imports from the West Indies and the Orient. Some time earlier his brother, 
Moses Brown, built the Red Bridge. The railroads also made their contribution to the river 
crossings. In 1902, a swing bridge was built at India Point connecting Providence and East 
Providence. Six years later, the Bascule Bridge, a draw bridge, was built across the Seekonk 
River to the north at Crook's Point.

Various NBC buildings at Field's Point including the Chemical Building, Ernest Street 
Sewage Pumping Station, Return Sludge Pumping Station, Sludge Press House and 
Washington Park Sewage Pumping Station
College Hill National Historic Landmark which extends east of the Moshassuck and 
Providence Rivers on the west side of College Hill
Providence Cove Lands Archaeological District RI935 (Determination of Eligibility), south 
of the state capitol and along the Woonasquatucket River
Jewelry Manufacturing District west of the Providence River
Downtown Providence District west of the Providence River
Custom House Historic District east of the Providence River
Market House, Market Square east of the Providence River
Point Street Bridge over the Providence River
Davol Rubber, Point and Eddy Streets west of the Providence River
Blackstone Canal Historic District extending from Industrial Drive in the vicinity of the U.S. 
Post Office south through downtown Providence to the Point Street Bridge.
Moshassuck Square ! American Screw Company Factory Historic District located on the 
Moshassuck River north of the state capitol.
Roger Williams National Memorial located west of Main Street and east of the Moshassuck 
River.
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Blackstone Valley National Heritage Corridor

Page 2-5Appendix 2 - Providence Harbor Historical Perspective

The Woonosquatucket River is in the process of being nominated as American Heritage River. 
This nomination is being coordinated by the RIHPHC, BVNHC and the City of Providence. 
Water quality improvements and recreational use are typically consistent activities on American 
Heritage Rivers.

In Providence the Blackstone Valley National Heritage Corridor (BVNHC) includes the shoreline 
of the Seekonk River, the Outer Harbor between the Washington Bridge (1-195) and the Hurricane 
Barrier, and north along the east shore of the Providence River to north-south Amtrak line. Any 
federally funded or permitted projects proposed on the East Side of Providence must demonstrate 
consistency with the goals and objectives of the BVNHC Plan (the so called "purple book"). 
Water quality improvements, recreation, and tour boats are generally consistent with this plan.

All of the undisturbed land area north of the Henderson Bridge is considered by RIHPHC as 
archaeologically sensitive because the area retains much of its original topography. The shoreline 
between the Henderson Bridge and Fox Point has undergone significant development, and has 
been altered and filled (Narragansett Bay Commission, 1994).

Butler Hospital Interceptor Sewer Project. Sites evaluated included the Red Slipper Site 
(RI 1877) and the Shaded Seekonk Site (RI 1876) (previously RI 929). Other 
archaeological sites recorded at Butler Hospital are prehistoric sites RI 658, RI 929, and 
RI 1878, a historic site at Goose Point.
Constance Witherbee Park at Richmond Square
Washington Bridge South over the Seekonk River
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Water Quality3.1

3.1.1 Combined Sewer Outfalls

Since 1982, when the NBC took over management of the sewage system from the city of

Page 3-1Appendix 3 - Resource Inventory

In recent years, important steps have been taken by the Narragansett Bay Commission (NBC) to 
reduce pollutant loadings on the watercourses in the metropolitan Providence area as part of the 
CSO plan. The NBC maintains the CSOs and the treatment facility at Field's Point in Providence. 
The NBC also maintains the Central Falls and Pawtucket CSOs and the WWTF at Bucklin Point. 
Wastewater treatment plants have been upgraded, and some CSO abatement improvements have 
been made to the existing system.

Rivers tributary to the Narragansett Bay have been subject to numerous sources of industrial, 
commercial, and residential pollution since the Industrial Revolution. The Woonasquatucket, 
Moshassuck, and Blackstone (upstream of the Seekonk River) Rivers-provided a much needed 
source of power, and a convenient method of waste disposal. Wastes from fabric dyeing, 
metalworking, leather tanning, mills, and other activities were dumped into the rivers. These 
activities, which are no longer discharging, have severely diminished the quality of these waters 
to the point that water contact recreation is limited and aquatic habitats have nearly disappeared 
in many of the waterways included in the Providence Harbor. Over time, large quantities of 
toxins have also accumulated in the sediments of the rivers and the Narragansett Bay, and 
contributed to the degraded quality of the waterways.

Presently, during most rainstorms, outfalls still divert some combined sewage to the nearby 
waterways. This diversion of CSOs-coupled with all other non-point sources of pollution- 
deteriorates the quality of the water, creating odors, and causing an unsightly appearance on the 
river from floating debris. The high incidence of fecal coliform associated with CSOs during the 
overflow events has caused the closing of shellfishing harvesting areas in Narragansett Bay. To 
date, extensive water quality studies have been performed to determine the magnitude of the 
pollution problem. These studies have shown that the waters are contaminated with copper, lead, 
nickel, hypoxia, PCBs, and fecal coliform. Water quality modeling has also been performed to 
investigate the effects of various mitigation alternatives (NBC, 1994).

Minimum health standards were enacted in the late 1890s which led to the construction of 
municipal sewer collection and treatment systems, including the Field's Point WWTF around 1900 
and the Bucklin Point WWTF in 1952. To convey the sewage to the treatment facilities, large 
interceptor pipes were constructed. The system does not, however, have the capacity to convey 
all sanitary sewage and stormwater to WWTFs. To minimize the problems of these large 
volumes, overflow pipes were built into the system. These overflow pipes continue to allow 
combined stormwater and sanitary sewage to flow into the river during rain events when the 
capacity of the interceptor sewer is exceeded.

Appendix 3
RESOURCE INVENTORY
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3.1.2 Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management Water Resources

Freshwater

I
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All surface waters are classified according to the most sensitive beneficial use of the resource 
which it is intended to protect. The RIDEM water use classifications as they are defined in the 
1988 "Water Quality Regulations for Water Pollution Control" are shown in Table 3-1 and as they 
appear in August, 1997 “Water Quality Regulations” are as follows:

Class A - These waters are designated as a source of public drinking water supply, for 
primary and secondary contact recreational activities and for fish and wildlife habitat. 
They shall be suitable for compatible industrial processes and cooling, hydropower, 
aquacultural uses, navigation, and irrigation and other agricultural uses. These waters 
shall have good aesthetic value.

Providence, it has spent approximately $90 million to improve the Field's Point WWTF. In 
addition, the NBC has invested approximately $23 million on improvements to the Bucklin Point 
WWTF to meet permit limits. At this lime, the NBC is reassessing the CSO plan and is expected 
to make a decision by mid summer 1997. Two alternatives are under consideration and one has 
been approved. Once a design has been selected, completion of the new CSO facilities could take 
twenty years or longer. Construction of either of the three alternatives will most likely have a 
significant impact on the Providence shorelines. Whether this impact will be temporary or 
permanent depends on the altemaiive(s) chosen.

Water quality standards for the waters of Providence are set by the Water Resources Division of 
the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM). The water quality 
standards defme the water quality goals of a water body, by designating the use or uses to be 
made of the water and by setting criteria necessary to protect the uses. Therefore, the designated 
water quality standards may not reflect cunent water quality conditions. Water quality standards 
are intended to protect public health and welfare, enhance the quality of water and serve the 
purposes of the Clean Water Act and the General Laws of Rhode Island. Whenever attainable, 
water quality standards should; provide water quality for the protection and propagation of fish, 
shellfish, and wildlife and for the recreation in and on the water; take into account their use and 
value as public water supplies; and take into consideration their use for agricultural, industrial, 
and other purposes including navigation.

Class B - These waters are designated for fish and wildlife habitat and primary and 
secondary contact recreational activities. They shall be suitable for compatible industrial 
processes and cooling, hydropower, aquacultural uses, navigation, and irrigation and other 
agricultural uses. These waters shall have good aesthetic value.

Class Bl - These waters are designated for primary and secondary contact recreational 
activities and fish and wildlife habitat. They shall be suitable for compatible industrial 
processes and cooling, hydropower, aquacultural uses, navigation, and irrigation and other 
agricultural uses. These waters shall have good aesthetic value. Primary contact
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Class SB - These waters are designated for primary and secondary contact recreational activities; shellfish 
harvesting for controlled relay depuration; and fish and wildlife habitat. They shall be suitable for 
aquacultural uses, navigation, and industrial cooling. These waters shall have good aesthetic value.

recreational activities may be impacted due to pathogens from approved, wastewater 
discharges. However all Class B criteria must be met.

Table 3-1
RIDEM Water Use Classifications (1988)

'It is the national goal that wherever attainable, an interim goal of water quality which provides for the protection 
and propagation of fish, shellfish, and wildl^e and provides far recreation in and on the water be achieved.' (40 
CFR 101 (a) (2))

Boatiag, Other Secondary Contact
Recreation; Fish and Wildlife Habitat; - 
Industrial Cooling; Good Aesthetic Value

Shellfish Harvesting for Human
Consumption After Depuration; Bathing 
and Primary Contact Recreation; Fish and 
Wildlife Habitat

Boating, Other Secondary Contact
Recreational Activities; Fish and
Wildlife Habitat; Industrial
Processes and Cooling_______

Not described above are classes D and E which shall be used to describe an existing condition only, and shall not be considered an acceptable goal 
for classification of any waterbody. The project study area does not contain any existing class D or E waterbodies.

Shellfish Harvesting for Direct Human 
Consumption; Bathing and Contact 
Recreation; Fish and Wildlife Habitat*

The definition of "swinunable” and 'fishable' are derived from Section 101 (a) (2) of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as amended by 
the Clean Water Act of 1977, which reads:

Class C - These waters are designated for secondary contact recreational activities and fish and wildlife 
habitat. They shall be suitable for compatible industrial processes and cooling, hydropower, aquacultural
uses, navigation, and irrigation and other agricultural uses. These waters shall have good aesthetic value.

p

Public Water Supply with
Appropriate treatment;
Agricdniral Uses; Bathing, Other 
Primary Contact Recreational 
Activities; Fish and WUdlife 
Habitat

Class SA - These waters are designated for shellfish harvesting for direct human consumption, primary | 
and secondary contact recreational activities, and fish and wildlife habitat. They shall be suitable for 
aquacultural uses, navigation, and industrial cooling. These waters shall have good aesthetic value. i

Class SBl - These waters are designated for primary and secondary contact recreational activities and fish j 
and wildlife habitat. They shall be suitable for aquacultural uses, navigation, and industrial cooling. 
These waters shall have good aesthetic value. Primary contact recreational activities may be impacted
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due to pathogens from approved wastewater discharges. However all Class SB criteria must be met.
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Class SC - These waters are designated for secondary contact recreational activities, and fish and wildlife 
habitat. The shall be suitable for aquacultural uses, navigation, and industrial cooling. These waters 
shall have good aesthetic value.

a. CSO - These waters will likely be impacted by combined sewer overflows in accordance with 
approved CSO Facilities Plans and in compliance with rule 19.E.1 of the RIDEM Water Quality 
Regulations and the Rhode Island CSO Policy. Therefore, primary contact recreational activities; 
shellfishing uses; and fish and wildlife habitat will likely be restricted.

The following partial uses may be assigned to a waterbody segment where applicable, and may affect the 
application of criteria. These designations are represented by lower case letters, a or b, and appear in 
brackets next to the classification.

The proposed (in the 1997 draft) water use classifications for the Providence and Seekonk Rivers 
within the project area are Class SBl{a}. The proposed classification for the Woonasquatucket 
River is Class Bl {a} and for the Moshassuck River is B{a}. The current water use classifications 
for the Providence and Seekonk Rivers are Class SC? within the project area. The current 
classification for the Woonasquatucket and Moshassuck Rivers are Class C. These classification 
are based on quantitative measure of general and specific physical, chemical, and biological 
criteria.

The northern end of the River from India Point to Gaspee Point/Bullock Point is designated Class 
SC. Cruises sponsored by the Narragansett Bay Project found that throughout the entire Bay, the 
highest pollutant concentrations were found in the Providence River. Of the parameters measured 
throughout the Bay; phosphorus, nitrogen, silica, copper and nickel were higher in the Providence 
River with the inorganics exceeding the USEPA's chronic water quality criteria. Measurements 
of oxygen showed periods of anoxia or near anoxia in the bottom waters of the Providence River, 
although these levels were never low enough to prevent fish and bottom dwellers from living

b. Concentration of Vessels - These waters are in the vicinity of marinas and/nr mooring fields 
and therefore seasonal shellfishing closures will likely be required as listed in the recent (revised 
annually) RIDEM document entitled Shellfish Closure Areas. For Class SA waters, all Class SA 
criteria must be attained at all times.

Providence River: (Class SC) The Providence River is formed by the confluence of the 
Moshassuck and Woonasquatucket Rivers in the center of Providence. From its head, the River 
runs south approximately 1.3 miles to the hurricane barrier at Fox Point. The River is generally 
quite shallow and narrow in this reach. At low tide, the River almost empties, becoming 
completely fresh as far south as the 1-195 bridge. Below the bridge, the River widens and 
becomes deeper. Just below the hurricane barrier at India Point, the Seekonk River joins the 
Providence River. Below this point, the River continues to widen to its mouth at Conimicut 
Point, approximately eight miles south of Fox Point, where it becomes Upper Narragansett Bay 
(Wright, 1991). The Providence River is influenced by urban land use in Providence, East 
Providence, Cranston, and Warwick.
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Moshassuck River : (Class C) The 23.7 square mile Moshassuck River drainage area flows 
through the towns of Cumberland, Lincoln and North Providence and the cities of Pawtucket, 
Central Falls, and Providence. The average river flow is 27 MOD.

The Moshassuck River has a limited recreational value due to the effects of point discharges and 
non-point pollution sources as well as the size of the River. (Appendix H) Point sources include 
the 12 combined sewer overflows and/or by-passes into the River. Non-point sources include 
runoff from farmlands in agricultural areas upstream, failing septic systems, and urban runoff.

Woonasquatucket River: (Class C) The drainage area contributing to the Woonasquatucket 
River from its mouth is 51.9 square miles and extends into Johnson, Gloucester and Smithfield. 
(RIDEM, 1990) The River flow is an average of 64 MGD. All of the waterbodies located within 
this watershed are designated as Class B waters.

In summary, 30.15 river miles are fully supporting and fishable/swimmable, with 8.66 miles 
being threatened. Approximately 9.3 miles of the River are not supporting designated uses and 
are not attainable for fishing/swimming. (RIDEM, 1990)

From its headwaters to a point 1.6 miles downstream the River is designated as Class B. From 
there to the point where it merges with the Moshassuck River and empties into the Providence 
River, the River is designated as Class C. The Class C segment flows south and east through 
downtown Providence where pollutants from CSOs and urban runoff contribute to poorer water 
quality. The 1988 USGS data indicated elevated concentrations of copper, cadmium, nitrate and 
total phosphorus. The elevated concentrations of the organic parameters, nitrate and total 
phosphorus, may indicate eutrophic conditions (RIDEM, 1990). Previous Narragansett Bay 
Project reports indicate exceedance of PCB Aquatic Life Criteria (RIDEM, 1994).

The entire 6.6 square miles of the Providence River are determined to be in non-support of 
designated uses. (RIDEM, 1990)

The downstream segment extending 5.00 miles upstream from the mouth is designated as Class 
C. The second segment extends the remainder of the River, 4.12 miles, and is designated as Class 
B. (RIDEM, 1990) The doAvnstream segment, being within a highly urbanized watershed, has 
elevated levels of sodium, chloride, total coliform, and fecal coliform, although they do not 
exceed current standards or guidelines. While only giving a limited amoimt of information, two 
samples were taken and tested by the USGS in 1988. Both copper measurements exceeded acute 
and chronic criteria. One of two mercury samples also exceeded chronic criteria, and iron 
concentrations were elevated. (RIDEM, 1990)

Seekonk River: (Class SC) The Seekonk is the receiving water of the Blackstone River in 
Pawtucket and flows 5 miles through the urbanized cities of Providence, East Providence, and 
Pawtucket. The Seekonk is one of the primary tributaries to the Providence River and 
Narragansett Bay. Much of the land along the Blackstone River is used for industrial purposes. 
Both rivers remain a source of cooling water to industrial and utility Arms along its banks.
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3.1.3 Marine Discharges

Coastal Resource Management Council3.2
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Although federal law requires all recreational boats with an installed toilet to be equipped with 
approved marine sanitation devices (MSDs), boats still discharge seated wastes legally and 
untreated wastes illegally into coastal waters. The discharge of these sanitary wastes may have 
a significant impact on the quality of the water by increasing the Biological Oxygen Demand 
(BOD) and introducing pathogens into the water and will contribute to the degradation of the 
water quality in Providence Harbor.

The Coastal Resources Management Council recognizes the unique and precious resources 
inherent in the state's coastal waters and is committed to protect and continually improve the water 
quality for the general public welfare of the citizens of the state. It is considered of paramount 
importance to identify, measure and document all sources of both direct (point) and indirect 
(nonpoint) pollution and potential threats of pollution. Pollution sources from both land and water 
sources should be identified and the impacts of this pollution mitigated to the greatest extent 
practicable.

"Both point and nonpoint sources of pollution are contributing to the non-support of designated 
uses in the Seekonk. Upstream inputs from the Blackstone River, 11 combined sewer overflows 
and/or by-passes, the Bucklin Point Wastewater Treatment Facility, and urban runoff and highway 
runoff are all believed to contribute to heavy metal concentrations that exceed chronic and acute 
criteria." (RIDEM, 1990) The entire five miles of the Seekonk do not support designated uses and 
the fishable/swimmable goal is not attainable, (RIDEM, 1990)

The Blackstone River flows into the Seekonk River at the dam in Pawtucket and is the primary 
tributary of the Seekonk River. Within Rhode Island, the Blackstone River extends 16 miles 
through Woonsocket, North Smithfield, Cumberland, Lincoln, and Pawtucket. The Blackstone 
River has a drainage area of 472 square miles (USGS, 1990); 71 percent of its watershed is 
located in Massachusetts. (RIDEM, 1990)

RIDEM is currently developing a permit application to give the entire Narragansett Bay a "no 
discharge" status. This permit application is being filed by RIDEM to the USEPA and is 
contingent on the existence of "adequate and reasonably available" pump-out stations for boater 
use. USEPA Region I guidelines state that there must be at least one pump-out station for every 
600 boats in non-transient harbors. Once the "no discharge" status has been obtained, RIGL 46- 
12-39 prohibits sewage discharges from boats and RIGL 46-12-40 and RIGL 46-12-41 give 
authority to the police officers, harbormasters, and assistant harbormasters to enforce RIGL 46- 
12-39 and penalize violators.

The purpose of this section is to provide guidance to municipalities in applying the policies of the 
Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC) related to maintaining, and where possible, 
improving water quality. These guidelines ensure that municipalities develop goals and 
recommendations in their harbor management plans that will be consistent with the goals of the 
CRMC in addressing water quality issues.
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3.3 Natural Resources

3.3.1 Conservation Areas

There are no conservation areas wihtin the project area.

3.3.2 Wetlands
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Freshwater wetlands are considered important natural resources with diverse qualities. They 
provide fish, wildlife and plant habitat; they contribute to biodiversity; they provide flood

The Coastal Resources Management Program (the Red Book) provides guidelines for allowable 
activities in particular areas of the state's coastal waters, and contains applicable standards and 
practices which must be used to mitigate impacts to water quality. The following is a list of the 
allowed and prohibited uses of specific water areas under the CRMP. In many cases, a certain 
use may be allowable only with restrictions, such as mooring areas in densities which do not 
violate water quality standards. Water type designations are a means of controlling development 
in the coastal areas, much like land development is controlled through zoning ordinances.

Generally, any activity or alteration that is proposed for tidal waters, coastal ponds, shoreline 
features and areas that are contiguous to shoreline features are required to receive a Council 
Assent through the issuance of a permit for such activity. The tidal waters and shoreline areas 
have been assigned to one of six use categories which are directly linked to the characteristics of 
the shoreline, since the activities on the shore are directly linked to the uses and qualities of the 
adjoining water areas.

The CRMC has designated the Providence and Woonasquatucket Rivers as Type 6 waters as well 
as the federally maintained channel in the Seekonk River. Line "b" shown in Figure n-2B is a 
straight line running generally WNW from the Union Oil property boundary south of Bold Point 
in East Providence to the westerly boundary of India Point Park in Providence. Up river of this 
line the Seekonk River is designated as Type 4 with the exception of the shipping channel. The 
Moshassuck River is not given a CRMC designation because it not considered navigable water.

Concentrations of vessels can often be significant sources of pollution; sewage, gas, oil, and toxic 
bottom paints are all potential pollutants. In order to protect water quality, the DEM regular 
the density and number of boats allowed in marinas, mooring areas, and harbors through the 
Water (Quality Certification process. A primary emphases of this program is the protection of 
public health and shellfishing areas. Allowable numbers of boats are dependent on the 
relationship between the area covered by the marina or mooring field, water depth, proximity to 
shellfish resources and availability of vessel holding tank pumpout facilities.

Water Type - The Coastal Resource Management Council (CRMC) has designated coastal areas 
and waters within the state according to use suitability under six water use type categories. These 
categories are defined in Table 3.2. These categories are directly linked to the characteristics of 
the shoreline. The activities on the adjacent mainland are the primary determinant of the uses and 
qualities of any specific water site.

1
I

I
I
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Definition

Source: RJCRMP
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TABLE 3.2
CRMC WATER USE CATEGORIES

protection; and they contribute to water quality maintenance. Wetlands in the project harbor 
management area are under the jurisdiction of both the RIDEM Division of Wetlands and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, the latter regulating via Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.

Waters in areas with high scenic value that suppon low-intensity recreational and 
residential uses; seasonal mooring areas where good water quality and fish and 
wildlife habitat are maintained

Waters that are adjacent to waterfront areas that support a variety of tourists, 
recreational, and commercial activities; included waterbodies are Newport Harbor, 
Bristol Harbor, Warren waterfront, Wickford Harbor, Old Harbor-Block Island, East 
Greenwich Harbor, and Watch Hill Harbor

Intensely utilized water areas where recreational boating activities dominate and 
where the adjacent shorelines are developed as marinas, boatyards, and associated 
water-enhanced and water-dependent businesses

One or more of the following: water areas that are within or adjacent to the 
boundaries of designated wildlife refuges and conservation areas; water areas that 
have retained namral habitat or maintain scenic values of unique or unusual 
significance; water areas that are particularly unsuiuble for structures due to their 
exposure to severe wave action, flooding, and erosion

Areas extensively altered in order to accommodate commercial and industrial 
activities; includes all or portions of the following areas: Port of Providence, Tiverton 
shipping area. Quonset Point and Davisville, Coddington Cove, Melville,. Galilee and 
Jerusalem, and Westerly waterfront

Large expanses of open water in Narragansett Bay and the Sounds which support a 
variety of commercial and recreational activities while maintaining good value at a 
fish and wildlife habitat; open waters adjacent to shorelines that could support water­
dependent commercial, industrial, and/or high-intensity recreational activities

Wetlands including those adjacent to waters of the United States, are defined by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers as those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater at a 
frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a 
prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. The term adjacent 
means bordering, contiguous, or neighboring, including those areas separated from other waters 
of the U.S. by man-made dikes or barriers, natural river berms, etc. Waters of the U.S. is 
defined as a) navigable waters; b) wetlands; c) tributaries to navigable waters, including adjacent 
wetlands, lakes and ponds; d) interstate waters, their tributaries and wetlands; e) all other waters, 
including isolated wetlands, streams, etc. (Section 404 of the Clean Water Act). The US Fish and 
Wildlife Service has mapped wetland areas on 2000-scale base mapping as part of its National 
Wetlands Inventory (NWI).

Type 4
Multi-Purpose Waters

Type 5
Commercial and 

Recreational Harbors

Type!
Low Intensity Use

Type 6
Industrial Waterfronts 

and Commercial 
Navigational Chaimels

Types
High Intensity Boating

Category

Type 1
Conservation Areas
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Moshassuck River - The Moshassuck River has also been channelized to a great extent along the 
majority of its course. The result is the disabling of the Moshassuck to support normal wetland 
conditions along much of its course, even within the open waters of the existing channel. 
However, the reach within the project area has a NWI classification of ElOW.

Seekonk River - Downstream of the Main Street dam in Pawtucket, the Seekonk River is tidal 
and given two distinct classifications by the USF&WS on the NWI maps. The majority of the 
river is classified as estuarine subtidal open waters; the dredged channel within the Seekonk is 
classified as estuarine inter-tidal flat-bottom waters. Both classifications denote open water 
wetland conditions.

Several wetlands indicated on the NWI maps included York Pond and Blackstone Pond in 
Blackstone Park, and a marsh at the mouth of Grotto Brook which is located between the Butler 
Hospital Grounds and Blackstone Park. It should be noted that the marsh associated with Grotto 
Brook is designated for preservation by the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council 
(CRMP, 1996). This marsh is noted for its vegetative character and its importance as a wildlife 
habitat.

Woonasquatucket River - South of Exchange Street, immediately downstream of the point where 
the Moshassuck joins the Woonasquatucket, the NWI map recognizes the more natural state and 
tidal influence of the Woonasquatucket River with its classification of the open water as an 
estuarine wetland (ElOW). Extreme channelization and manipulation of the Woonasquatucket at 
Water Place Park has resulted in the disabling of the watercourse to support any other natural 
wetland conditions beyond the floodway of the river. Upstream wetland areas are typically 
confined to the river banks (R20W). The river is tidally influenced to a dam near Eagle Street 
(RIOW).

The 1971 Wetlands Act of Rhode Island also regulates the alteration of freshwater wetlands. It 
is state policy under this act to preserve the purity and integrity of the swamps, marshes, bogs, 
and other wetlands and waters of the state. The Act defines freshwater wetlands as marshes, 
bogs, ponds, river and stream floodplains and banks, areas subject to flooding or storm flowage, 
emergent and submergent plant communities in any body of freshwater, including rivers and 
streams and that area of land within 50 feet of the edge of any bog, marsh, swamp, or pond. 
Wetlands also are defined by plant species in that Act.

Providence River - The shoreline of the Providence River is tidally influenced and has been 
disturbed by the activities associated with urban and maritime activities. According to the NWI 
map, there are two isolated wetland areas within the project area along the Providence River. The 
first is a small open water body near the petroleum storage facilities north of the former state pier 
and south of the Sprague oil tanks or City Wharf as denoted on the map. This wetland has been 
confirmed by field examination not to exist, the site being occupied by a stockpile of road salt. 
The second wetland area is identified on the county Soil Survey Map as a storm water drainage 
ditch in the near-tidaVintertidal zone of the Providence River at the foot of Thurbers Avenue. 
This wetland comprises Matunuck Mucky Peat, a soil unit typically associated with tidal marshiK.'
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3.3.3 Soils
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The Urban land series consists mostly of sites for buildings, paved roads and parking lots, and 
are mapped as occupying the most intensely built up portion of the harbor management area.

Along the tidally influenced Seekonk and Providence Rivers, the SCS Soil Survey identifies two 
soil mapping units associated with drainages entering those waters. These mapping units are the 
Adrian Muck, and the Matunuck mucky peat. Both of these units are located on nearly level 
terrain, are poorly to very poorly drained, and considered hydric soil units. Tidal wetlands (tidal 
marshes) are generally supported by these soil units, especially the Manmuck unit.

Nearly the entire Harbor Management Plan area comprises soils classified by the U.S Department 
of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service (1981 Soil Survey of Rhode Island) as Urban Land or 
urban land complexes. The Udorthents-Urban land complex consist of moderately well drained 
to excessively well drained soils that have been disturbed by cutting or filling, and areas that are 
covered by buildings and pavement. Most cut areas were used as a source of fill material, but in 
some areas cuts were used to level areas for the development of building sites and recreational 
facilities and roads. Most of the filled areas were built up and leveled to accommodate urban 
development.

The SCS Soil Survey also identifies the occunence of several other soils mapping units from a 
singular series, but these units occupy a significantly smaller amount of land area than the urban 
land units. The soil unit from the Hinckley soil series found in Providence is a gravelly sandy 
loam, hilly (HkD). This unit is typically siniated on terraces, outwash plains, kames, and eskers. 
Depending upon the specific slope of this soil, it is of high permeability and generally suitable for 
community development. The HkD unit is generally situated on steep slopes and wooded.

Soils of Agricultural Importance: According to the SCS (Important Farmlands Mapping, June 
1980), there are soils within the harbor management area classified as Additional Farmland of 
Statewide Importance. The location of these soils includes the area surrounding Grotto Brook 
near Butler Hospital and a small area between Parkside Drive and the Seekonk River within 
Blackstone Park, both in Providence. At both locations, the classification results from the 
capability of the Hinckley soil mapping units to support crop and pasture yields. The SCS reports 
that the use of this land for agricultural purposes is unlikely given current land use.

The Merrimac-Urban land complex consists of well drained soils and Urban land, and are 
generally located on terraces and outwash plains, following the course of the rivers in the harbor 
management area. These land areas have been used primarily for homesites, shopping centers, 
industrial development, and other urban purposes.

It should be noted, however, that at the Grotto Brook area, the acnial soils include Adrian muck 
(hydric soil) and hilly Hinckley gravelly loams, both generally unsuitable for agricultural 
production. The area in Blackstone Park mapped as important farmland soils includes a pond 
which exists at that location.
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The aquatic fauna which inhabits the rivers in the project area are limited by the quality of their 
water. The ecological health and diversity of the species are closely related to pollutant loads and 
the water quality of the aquatic habitats.

Additionally, sediments of these rivers often have high levels of pollutants due to their long term 
discharges. These sediments can be resuspended during high flow conditions, and the pollutants 
within continue to leach during dry-weather flows (Narragansett Bay Commission, 1994).

Combined sewer overflows and treatment plant bypasses degrade water quality and are detrimental 
to aquatic life. The release into the receiving waters particularly the Blackstone, Seekonk, and 
Moshassuck Rivers of nutrients, metals, and organic and inorganic compounds reduce the amount 
of oxygen available for marine life, cause systemic stress and contribute to disease and death in 
marine organisms. Furthermore, these materials pose health concerns for humans from viruses 
and bacteria for those who eat seafood and to swimmers and other direct contact recreational 
users. Despite improvement to water quality resulting from implementation of measures to reduce 
toxic discharges, these pollutants have reached such proportion in receiving waters that over 5,000 
acres of prohibited shellfishing areas exist on the Providence River and approximately 10,000 
acres of conditionally approved shellfishing grounds exist in the Upper Narragansett Bay. 
Additionally, non-point and point-source pollution continues to contravene the aquatic ecology of 
the rivers in the harbor management area (Narragansett Bay Commission, 1994).

Species potentially occupying or utilizing the riparian areas include raccoon, moles, rats and 
woodchucks. Extensive channelization and rip-rapping of many of the area waterways, and the 
development of nearly all of their shorelines, has limited the opportunity for underground habitats 
for many species of animals which typically represent the community of water-edge species. 
Waterfowl species utilize the open water environments, taking advantage of the emergent 
vegetation which provides shelter and nesting, and an abundance of invertebrate and fish for 
forage. Mallards, Mute Swans, Canada Geese frequent many of the rivers within the project 
area. Other species, including the Great Blue Heron, have utilized the open water and shorelines 
in the project area.

These rivers have been subjected to large scale pollutant loads since early in the 1800s. 
Discharges from industrial, commercial and residential sources have resulted in levels of 
pollutants which exceed chronic levels, and eliminated many organisms which are sensitive to 
pollution. As a result, only the few species which can tolerate degraded habitats remain. Lower 
species diversity and lower biomass of the plant and animal communities is a direct result of the 
poor water quality of these rivers (Narragansett Bay Commission, 1994).

According to the coordinator of the RI Natural Heritage Program (RIDEM, Division of Planning 
and Development, May 24, 1997 correspondence), there are currently no occurrences of 
endangered/threatened species within the harbor management area.
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The water column also contains a number of finfish and motile macrobenthic species. The
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The muddy river bottom supports populations of benthic macroinvertebrates on the 
Annelida/Polchaeta, Annelida/Oligochaeta, Mollusca/Bivalvia, and Arthropoda groups. Low 
species diversity and patchy spacial distribution of these organisms indicated that their populations 
are under stress, probably as a result of pollutant concentrations and'periodic anoxic conditions 
within the harbor. Polycheates, or bristle worm, were the most abundant in numbers of species 
and numbers of organisms. Populations of Nereis succinea and Streblospio benedicti prevailed 
as these are populations which are capable of quick colonization in areas impacted by pollution 
and tolerant of salinity changes respectively (RIDOT, 1996).

Different species of flora and fauna are associated with different habitat on stone walls, rip-rap 
slopes, and concrete bridge piers in the Providence River. Taxonomic groups identified in the 
study area during the Manchester Street Repowering EA study were approximately 16 percent 
marine, 54 percent freshwater, and 24 percent estuarine reflecting the influence of freshwater 
inputs to the harbor system. Diatoms represented the highest number to taxa with 116 species 
from 31 genera. The greatest abundances were Navicula (32 species), Achnanthes (10 species), 
and Nitzschia (9 species). Eight species of blue-green algae and seven species of green algae were 
also identified. The diatoms were dominant from March through May while the green algae 
Enteromorpha intestinalis and the blue-green synechococcus sp. became dominant in June, 
especially in the inner harbor (RIDOT, 1996).

The water column contains populations of ichthyoplankton (fish eggs and larvae), phytoplankton 
(algae), and zooplankton (small animal), which vary with seasonal conditions. Ichtyoplankton 
species include Winter flounder, grubby and Sand Lance larvae as well as Fourbeard rockling, 
alewife and Wrass eggs at frequencies which depend on the breeding cycle of each species. 
Phytoplankton included principally diatoms (Halies) in 94 genera of which about 50% were 
freshwater forms; and green algae in 50 taxa and 32 genera of which 94% were freshwater forms. 
Diatoms tended to dominate in a winter-spring bloom, but flagellatres in the genera Cyclotella, 
Eutreptia, and Plagioselmis dominate in the summer as the diatom abundance decreases. 
Zooplankton in 52 taxa including those in the major groups Coelentrerate Medusae, Rotifera, 
Annelida/Pofychaeta, Mollusca, Copepoda, Cladocera, Cirripedia, Decapoda, and Cheatognatha 
also occur in the Providence River (RIDOT, 1996).

Providence River - A detailed characterization of the aquatic wildlife resources in the Providence 
River was accomplished as part of the Manchester Street Station Repowering Project 
environmental documentation.The study focused on three sources of information: published 
studies, 10 years (1975-85) of intake screen data from the Manchester and South Street Stations, 
and aquatic sampling at several stations in the Providence River from October 1988 to June 1989. 
A study of the upper Providence River estuarine ecosystem conducted in 1995 to supplement 
available information regarding the characteristics of the intertidal habitat, concluded that the 
benthic communities in the intertidal zone to the Providence River appear to be relatively similar 
to the benthic communities in the subtidal zone. None of the species observed in the intertidal 
zone are restricted to intertidal habiuts. Sampling conducted as part of the 1-195 Environment 
Impact Statement (EIS) corroborated with the detailed data from the Manchester Street 
Repowering Environmental Assessment (RIDOT, 1996).
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3.3.6 Shellfishing

3.4 Land Use and Zoning

3.4.1 Existing Land Use and Zoning
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The result of such poor water quality is the great reduction in aquatic life within the river. 
Chronic levels of pollutants, particularly iron, copper, lead, zinc and chromium, has accounted 
for the loss of fish population. Frogs were seen on the banks of the Moshassuck, indicating that 
motile creatures can survive in it for various periods of time. The aquatic regime of the 
Moshassuck supports insect larvae, some crustaceans which feed on bacteria and algae, tubifix 
worms, rotifers and protozoa (Narragansett Bay Commission, 1994).

Woonasquatucket River - Based on field observation, the Woonasquatucket River supports 
limited quantities of carp. Other fish and shellfish, such as menhaden, quahogs and mussels often 
found in polluted waters may also be found in this river (NBC, 1989).

Moshassuck River - The aquatic life within the Moshassuck River appears to be the most IrnSted 
of the rivers in the harbor management area. Large volumes of wastes deposited in the river over 
time and the relatively small dry weather flows have kept much of the sediments in thesc riv^ 
contaminated. Urbanization within the watershed of the Moshassuck River continues to place 
heavy pollutant loads on it.

Although the Seekonk River was once the center of the Rhode Island oyster industry, the river 
has, for many decades now, been fouled to the point that it has been permanently closed to 
shellfishing. According to the RIDEM Notice of Polluted Shellfisbing Grounds from May 1996, 
the Providence River and upper Narragansett Bay, north and west of a straight line from 
Conimicut Point to Old Tower at Nayatt Point, are permanently closed to shellfishing. This 
includes the tributaries of these waters which are north and west of this line.

The existing zoning found along the Providence, Seekonk, Moshassuck, Woonasquatucket Rivers 
reflects the current land uses. See Figure II-l, General Shoreline Use, and Figure n-2A, 
Municipal Zoning. The City created three Waterfront Zoning Districts which recognize the value 
and dynamic nature of the coastal feature and riverfronts as well as their values as unique and

Seekonk River - Urbanization and increased pollutant loads have diminished the diversity of 
shellfish and other aquatic life in the Seekonk River. According to studies by Santschi, P.H., et 
al., and Doering, P.H. and Pilson, M.E.Q., accumulation of metals in the sediment of the 
Seekonk River have posed a serious threat to the benthic communities, including the hard-shell 
clam or quahog, the soft shell clam, and the mussel which inhabit the sediments.

following includes typical and representative macroscopic aquatic organisms located in the upper 
reaches of the Providence River. Finfish includes Alewife, Atlantic herring, Atlantic silverside, 
Blueback herring. Menhaden, Mummichog, Rainbow smelt. Silver hake. Striped bass, Striped 
killifish, Tautog, Weadfish, and Winter flounder. Benthic invertebrates include: (Quahog, Blue 
crab. Coot clam. Bristle worm (RIDOT, 1996).

I
I

1

I
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valuable natural resources. These three zones are;

W-1

W-2

W-3
1

I

J

(
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Waterfront: Port t Maritime Industrial District
This zone is intended to promote the Port of Providence and related maritime industrial 
and commercial uses within the areas of Providence’s waterfront; to protect the waterfront 
as a resource for water-dependent industrial uses; and to facilitate the renewed use of a 
vital waterfront.

Along the Seekonk River from the Providence River to the East Providence City line, the existing 
zoning includes; W-2 (Waterfront; Commercial / Industrial District); PS (Public Space); C-2 
(General Commercial District); OS (Open Space); W-1 (Waterfront; Commercial! Residential 
District); and R1 (One Family District). Land uses in this area are diverse and include Swan

Along the Woonasquatucket River from the Providence River to Eagle Street, the zoning is; D-1 
(Downtown; Central Business District); D-2 (Downtown; Mill District); and M-1 (Industrial 
District). Land uses in this area include Waterplace Park, the Promenade River Walk, numerous 
office and retail areas, and some manufacturing areas.

Waterfront; Mixed Use District
This zone is intended to promote a balance among appropriately scaled residential, 
commercial, and light industrial development; to enhance compatible development with 
adjacent areas and surrounding residential neighborhoods; to enhance and create public 
access to the waterfront as a public resource for the benefit of present and future 
generations; and to provide a transition between the Port / maritime Industrial uses and 
surrounding neighborhoods.

Waterfront; Commercial / Residential District
This zone is intended to promote primarily residential development while allowing limited 
commercial uses as well as appropriately scaled mixed use developments; to promote 
waterfront access and uses which improve the integration of the waterfront and the 
neighborhoods adjacent to the waterfront.

Along the Moshassuck River from the Providence River to the end of the Harbor Management 
Project area at Smith Street, the following zoning is found; D-1 (Downtown; Central Business 
District) and OS (Open Space). The land use in this area includes Parcels 4E and 6 of the Capital 
Center Project (vacant) and Roger Williams National Park.

Along the Providence River from the Cranston City line to the split of the Moshassuck and 
Woonasquatucket Rivers, the following zoning is found (as presented in SAM Plan Figure 11-2, 
Municipal Zoning): W-3 (Waterfront: Port! Maritime Industrial District); M-2 (Heavy Industrial 
District); W-2 (Waterfront: Commercial / Industrial District); D-2 (Downtown; Mill District); 
D-1 (Downtown: Central Business District); OS (Open Space District); and C-2 (General 
Commercial District). The land uses along the river include the Providence Port, the City Pier, 
Field’s Point Wastewater Treatment Facility, the Narragansett Electric Power Station, Old Harbor 
Marina, Davol Square, recreational areas including Gardner Jackson Park, and numerous 
office/retail areas north of the Hurricane Barrier.
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I
I3.4.2 Proposed Land Use and Zoning

I
I
I
I
I
I
I

3.4.3 Proposed Development I
I
I
I
I
I
t
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It is recommended that future development along the rivers and harbor area of Providence be 
water-oriented. The waterfront is a valuable resource to the City of Providence and should be 
enhanced at every opportunity.

Point Cemetery, Butler Hospital, Blackstone Park, the Narragansett Boat Club, commercial and 
office development at and near Waterman Square, and the Gano Street Playground.

Several projects are currently proposed in the Harbor Management Areas as indicated in Figure 
II-3, A Compilation of Proposals and Plans for the Use of the Providence Harbor Shore. 
Relocation of 1-195 has proceeded through the final environmental impact statement stage and is 
currently in final design. This project entails replacement of the existing Providence River bridge, 
located north of the Point Street bridge and south of Dyer Street, with a new crossing in the 
vicinity of the Fox Point Hurricane Barrier. See Old Harbor Plan discussion below.

The Koffler Group recently unveiled plans for Riverview Place, a complex of stores, a medical 
center and assisted-living center at Butler Avenue and Pitman Street on the Seekonk River, south 
of Waterman Square. Butler Avenue, currently an unpaved street south of Piman Street is 
designated as a CRMC right of way to the river; the Koffler Group proposes a grassy median and 
pedestrian walkway to provide access to the waterfront.

The existing zoning and land use are in compliance with the City’s Comprehensive Plan, dated 
May 1992. Subsequent to the Comprehensive Plan, the 1-195 Old Harbor Plan was prepared in 
October 1992. In light of the City’s existing waterfront districts, the proposed relocation of 1-195, 
and the implementation of the Old Harbor Plan, it is recommended that a Waterfront Downtown 
(W-D) district be created. This district would include the area between the relocated 1-195 and 
the split of the Woonasquatucket and Moshassuck Rivers. This new zone would assist in future 
development of the area and enhance its water-oriented appeal. The W-D zone would be a 
combination of the D-1 (Downtown; Central Business District) and the W-2 (Waterfront: Muted 
Use District) zones. The recommended language for the W-D zone is as follows:

Providence Place Mall is currently under construction on a 13.2-acre site west of Waterplace Park 
on the Woonasquatucket River. The multi-story mall will span the Woonasquatucket River, the 
rail line, and extend from Memorial Boulevard and the current 1-95 ramp to Hayes Street, south 
of the State House. New ramps are proposed to provide access from 1-95 to Kinsley Street and 
the mall. Riverside walks are planned to provide pedestrian access between the Promenade and 
Woonesquatucket Greenway on the west and Waterplace Park to the east.

W-D Waterfront Downtown *
This zone is intended to encourage revitalization and restoration of the historic business 
area and to accommodate appropriate expansion of the downtown area while enhancing 
and creating public access to the waterfront as a public resource. Uses of the D-1 zone are 
permitted under this zone.
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3.4.4 Old Harbor Plan
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• Waterfront development at Davol Square and adjacent South Street Station will be more 
urban in scale and relate to the massing of the existing brick structures.

Waterfront development indicated in the Old Harbor Plan encompassed development at Davol 
Square and South Street Station with significance placed on the creation of several waterfront 
districts.

Handicapped accessible floating docks are proposed at Waterplace Park and at Dyer Street 
landing. Funding for construction is provided by Rhode Island Department of Transportation and 
Federal Highway Administration with local contribution. These docks will provide facilities for 
the high speed ferry (proposed under a Congestion Management/Air Quality funding award), other 
ferries and water taxis. Dredging to minus 10 feet mean high water is proposed at Dyer Street; 
dredging is also proposed at Waterplace Park. The grant application specifies that the docks be 
designed for transient use and overnight mooring will be prohibited. The entire facility including 
the ramps and docks will be ADA-compliant. A chain will be installed at the top of each of the 
ramps to the floating docks to discourage use in inclement weather (Gordon G. Hoxie, FHWA 
Division Administrator, letter of approval and / or authorization to William D. Ankner, RIDOT 
Director, dated April 7, 1997). Additional docks are proposed at Citizens Bank and Gardner- 
Jackson Park.

The 1-195 Old Harbor Plan 1992 written by William D. Warner, Architects and Planners was 
sponsored by the City of Providence, the State of Rhode Island and The Providence Foundation. 
A prevalent goal of the plan was to integrate the reclamation of the waterfront with public 
transportation by land and water. The plan objectives relevant to the Providence Harbor 
Management Plan are: identify accessible waterfront made available by the relocation of 1-195 and 
define the nature and potential of the reclaimed “Old Harbor”. The physical plan entails 
riverwalks, parks, plazas, boat landings, and the addition of water taxis and ferry boats. Other 
aspects of the physical plan include the development of small seaport clusters at Corliss Landing, 
Dyer Street and Doubloon Landing. Theses villages will be separated by harbors and parks all 
linked together by water transportation and a system of continuous riverwalks. Suggested public 
improvements involve the creation of riverwalks extending public access to the water, extension 
of the East Bay Bike Way from the Washington Bridge to the Crawford St. Bridge and 
reclamation of the Old Harbor, requiring dredging and construction of boat locks.

• Quay Port, the largest of the waterfront districts proposed under the Old Harbor Plan, will 
be located at the foot of Dorrance Street where the old shipping quays used to be. The 
buildings defined by a tight grid of narrow streets and pedestrian alleys will be small two 
to six story structures with pitched roofs. Retail is slated for the ground floors of the 
buildings with apartments occupying the upper floors. There will be a village square, 
town dock, museum ship, and lighthouse observation tower with a museum of Rhode 
Island lighthouses in its base. The centerpiece of Quay Port will be the “festival” 
marketplace featuring a Rhode Island Shore Dinner Hall. Subsequent revisions to the Quay 
Port design have been made as part of the 1-195 value engineering. Quay Port concepts 
have been scaled back extensively.
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No one is forbidden access to the seashore. The public use of the seashore, as of the sea 
itself, is pan of the law of nations, consequently everyone is free...to dry his nets and haul 
them up from the sea...

The principle of this edict was that the shore and the sea were "common to all" and could not be 
privately owned. This understanding of Roman law carried forth into laws of European nations. 
England's Magna Carta (1215) noticed the public's right to fishing and navigation. Numerous 
interpretations and clarifications of this basic premise gave Queen Elizabeth I title to the tidal 
lands. The early Amencan colonists brought with them this English common law concept of 
keeping coastal access open for all new settlers. As the American colonies grew and matured, 
control of the tidelands was assumed by the states as a public trust, where public trust means that 
the people of the state have placed the legal title of the public trust land with the government of 
that state to protect their rights to its use.

Public Access is a general term used to describe the way the public legally reaches and enjoys the 
coastal areas and shoreline of the State which are held in public trust. Public access includes:

Public access to the shore is guaranteed under provisions of the Rhode Island Constitution, Article 
1, Section 17, which provides for basic rights in relation to the shore. That Article states that;

b. Visual access: the provision of unobstructed views of the coast and shoreline 
areas. Examples of visual access include; viewing platforms, observatories, scenic 
drives, and innovative architectural designs that provide unobstructed views.

Appendix 4
PUBLIC ACCESS

a. Physical access: the ability to reach the shoreline from upland areas via 
perpendicular access points such as right-of-ways, boat launching ramps, and 
fishing piers; and the ability to pass and repass horizontally along the shoreline as 
guaranteed by the Rhode Island State Constitution.

The people shall continue to enjoy and freely exercise all the rights of fishing and 
privileges of the shore, to which they have been heretofore entitled under the charter and 
usages of the state, including but not limited to fishing from the shore, the gathering of 
seaweed, leaving the shore to swim in the sea and passage along the shore...

Public access to the shore and contiguous water areas is a right long recognized as inherent to 
citizens of the United States and is a right that will continue to be honored and protected by 
careful plannmg and management of coastal resources. The right of the public to use the shoreline 
has its beginning in ancient civilizations that enacted laws and codes to protect this use. The 
Roman Emperor Justinian (483-565 A.D.) first recorded the public trust doctrine, which stated 
that;
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I4.1 PUBLIC ACCESS INVENTORY
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I
I
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SITE NAME PARKING

SEEKONK RIVER

passivepublic on-street nono no

activeprivate yes no nono yes

activepublic playgroundno no yes

public passiveon-streetno no no no
L

I
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PUBLIC/ 
PRIVATE

TOTLOT 
EQUIP

Access Inventory Sheets are presented as Attachment A. Sites inventoried include public parks, 
and public and private recreation areas (including marinas, boat clubs, and utility owned parks). 
City of Providence Assessors Inventory of Shorefront Property is presented as Attachment B.

bicycle/ 
walking/ jogging

c. Interpretive access: the provision of signage, plaques, etc., or the use of 
innovative techniques which serve to educate the public about the historical, 
ecological, or cultural significance of a site or the industrial/commercial utilization 
of public trust resources. Interpretive access may also include other methods 
which impart a sense of public ownership and understanding of public trust 
resources.

Amenities which enhance public access opportunities such as picnic tables, public restrooms, 
lighting, etc., and other improvements are vital contributions to public access.

GANG ST PARK 
Fremont St.

Table 4-1
Recreation Facilities Inventory

BLACKSTONE PARK,
River Dr.

ROGER WILLIAMS 
LANDING, Gajio St.

The Recreational Facilities Inventory provided in Table 4-1 provides an up-to-date assessment of 
recreational facilities designed to facilitate public usage and enjoyment at these sites. 
Traditionally, local governments have played the major role for providing residents with land for 
active recreational pursuits and more recently for passive enjoyment and conservation of public 
lands. In addition to the municipal stewards private entities, both commercially oriented and non­
profit, provide land and facilities for recreational facilities. Sites acknowledged in this inventory 
include active and passive recreational sites including public parks, playfields, playgrounds and 
boating facilities. The information from this inventory will aid in determining the ability of the 
recreational resource base to accommodate current and anticipated demands for various types of 
outdoor recreation.

DOCKS/
RAMPS

PLAY 
FIELDS

ACTIVE/
PASSIVE

NARRAGANSETT
BOAT CLUB, River 
Dr.

BIKE / PED 
PATHS

baseball, 
basketball, 
soccer, 
softball
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SITE NAME PARKING

INNER HARBOR AND RIVERS

public passiveon-streetno no no no

public activenono no

private slips activeon-streetno no no

dockage on-street nono no

public passiveon-streetno no no

public dock on-street no passiveno no

public passiveon street nono no no

public walking/ joggingdocks on-street nono

public walking/ jogging on-street nono no

OUTER HARBOR

public dock socceryes yes

Private active.off. streetyes no nono

activepublic dock nono no yes

activeramp, dock nono no yes

activepublic on-street nono no

passivenono no

PORT OF PROVIDENCE

activepublic dock nono no

Appendix 4 - Public Access Page 4-3

HUNTER MARSTON
BOATHOUSE, India
St.

PUBLIC/
PRIVATE

BIKE! PED
PATHS

TOTLOT
EQUIP

PLAY
FIELDS

active/ 
passive

active/
passive

ACTIVE/
PASSIVE

public access/ 
privately 
owned

DOCKS/
RAMPS

bicycle/ 
walking/jogging/
festivals

public access/ 
privately 
owned

pnvate.
Brown Univ.

bicycle/ 
walking/ jogging

POINT ST
LANDINGS, Point St,

BOOTLEGGER
MARINE, India St,

DOUBLOON 
LANDING South 
Water St,

15 minute 
pull-off

MARKET SQUARE,
South Main St,

PROMENADE RIVER
WALK, Promenade St,

CORLISS LANDING,
South Water St,

OLD HARBOR
MARINA, South
Water St.

INDIA PT PARK, 
India St,

HARBORVIEW
TRAIL, South Water
Street

GARDNER JACKSON
PARK, South Main St,

COLLIER PT PARK,
Henderson St.

canoe put- 
in

COMMUNITY
BOATING CENTER.
India Pt. Park

EAST BAY
BIKEWAY at
Washington Bridge

ramp and 
dock

yes. off
street

active/ 
passive

bicycle/ 
walking/ jogging 
trail

active/ 
passive

WATERPLACE
PARK, Memorial 
Blvd.

STATE PIER . Allens
Ave.
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I
4.2 PUBLIC ACCESS POTENTIAL FOR RIGHTS-OF-WAYS

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
ISEEKONK RIVER

Gano St 1yes

I
Gano St. Park 1yes yes I

Iyes on street yes

I
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ROW’S 
(Plat/Lot)

yes, with 
major site 
improvements

Table 4-2
Public Access Potential for Rights-of-Ways

Seeekonk
River

SUTTA- 
BILITY 
BOAT 

RAMPS/
CANOE 
PUT-INS

15/460
& 15/35

The following information addressed physical, visual and interpative access potential from parks, 
visual access from parallel streets, and physical, visual and interpatice access potential from 
marinas/boat yards and rights-of-way. Information is presented for the following harbor 
management areasP Seekonk River, Inner Harbor (including Providence, Moshessuck, and 
Woonesquatucket River) and the Outer Harbor.

BUTLER AVE 
CRMC ROW 
15/460 & 35

(Note 3)

acces from
Gano St. thru 
used car lot

EAST TRANSIT ST 
(to Beach St. paper st) 
17/416 & 368 

(Note 2)

FREEMONT ST
(to Beach St. paper st) 
17/368 & 14/328 

(Note 2)

Table 4-2 provides the City of Providence with an up-to-date assessment of public rights of way 
as listed in the Providence Assessors Plans, and as classified by the Coastal Resources 
Management Council (CRMC). Public access to the shore and contiguous water areas is a right 
long recognized as inherent to citizens of the U.S. and is a right that will continue to be honored 
and protected by careful planning and management of coastal resources. At a minimum, the area 
below the Mean High Water (MHW) line is open to public access. Public access to the shore is 
guaranteed in order that the citizens of the state have access tot the shore and waters in general, 
and are not prevented from reaching the waters during low tide. The CRMC has been authorized 
by the state Legislature to manage this public resource. In Rhode Island public access to the shore 
is provided by designated Rights-of Way which are the primary means by which the public 
reaches the shoreline and water areas. Access to the shore traditionally used by the public are 
being displaced by commercial and residential developments. Some access sites are not being 
maintained and/or marked, and thus have become “incorporated” or “privatized” by adjacent 
property owners. Some public sites are illegally blocked off. CRMC recommends that an 
aggressive approach to maintain existing sites, identify and develop new sites, and identify and 
prioritize future sites shall be developed by the City to ensure public access to the shore.

yes. possible 
linkage with 
Gano St. Park

Seekonk
River

Seekonk
River

existing lot 
10 spaces at 
Gano St. 
Park

natural, 
heavy 
vegetation'

naniral. 
heavy 
vegetation

SHORE
LINE

POTENTIAL
FOR 

PUBLIC
ACCESS/
NOTES

POTENTIAL
VIEWS & 
PASSIVE 

REC

POSSIBLE
PARKING

AREAS

FEASIBILITY 
BASEDON
EXISTING 

SHE
CONDITIONS

natural, 
heavy 
vegetation'

ADJ. 
PLAT/
LOT
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ADJ.

yes on street

OUTER HARBOR

man-madeyes

(Note 2)

INDIA ST (FOX PT) man-madeyes

(Note 2)

PORT OF PROVIDENCE

THURBERS AVE 1yes none

(Note 21

1

Seekonk River4.3

4.3.1 Parks

Gano Street Park, Gano Street

Roger Williams Landing, Gano Street
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44/14 &
234

extremely 
limited

no public 
access

steep slope,
heavy veg.

SHORE
LINE

SUITA- 
80.113'
BOAT

RAMPS/
CANOE
PUT-INS

private prop. 
Northeast 
Petroleum

no public 
access

no direct
access over 
public lands

ROW’S 
tPlat/Lot)

PU'BLIC ST
(Notes 1 & 2)

Note 1: Plat/Lot adjacent to 46/389 & 325.
Note 2; Public Right of Way according to Providence Assessors Plans.
Note 3: Adjacent property' proposed for retail development. Site crossed by NBC Sewer Interceptor.

IRVING ST
CRMC ROW
41'14 &. 234 (Note 2)

Hurricane 
Barrier. 
Prov. River/ 
passive rec

e.xisting 
public access/ 
NBC sewer 
cyphon bldg

INDIA ST (BROWN) 
17.'54 & 620

• Physical access - There is no existing provision for public access to the extensive waterfront on 
the Seekonk River. There is potential for public water access based on grade (no bluffs, 
bulkheads, or steep slopes make access difficult).

• Visual Access - There are seasonal views to the shoreline and beyond almost entirely obstructed 
by dense vegetation. This views could be improved by thinning vegetation.

• Interpretive Access - Existing signage for rules of the park is present. There is the potential to 
increase interpretive access at this site with historical, ecological, or cultural information relevant 
to the site and neighborhood, including Roger William's landing, information on the Blackstone 
River - Seekonk River as a major drainage basin extending into Massachusetts, Indian settlements 
along Narragansett waterways.
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Narragansett Boat Club, River Drive - Existing physical access to the shoreline is provided by 
this private boat club.

• Physical Access - Although dense vegetation blocks direct physical access to the shore, the existing 
grade does not preclude development of future access for fishing or passive recreation.

• Visual Access - Although visual access is blocked by thick vegetation, vistas could be opened by 
clearing and landscaping the site with grass and low-growing shrubs.

• Interpretive Access - There is no existing interpretive access. There is potential for the addition 
of interpretive access to educate public users of the site.

• Physical access - There is no physical, or potential for, access at this site, located several blocks 
from the shoreline.

• Visual Access - There are no views, or potential views, to the shoreline.
• Interpretive access - There is an existing plague with historical information pertaining to the site. 

This could be expanded to an outdoor classroom with signage featuring key cultural and historical 
information on the site and sunoundings which could serve to educate the public.

• Physical Access - River Drive separates the river from the park property. Although the park does 
not have frontage on the river, the feeling when driving or walking along River Drive is that the 
park provides access to the Seekonk.

• Visual Access - Existing views from River Drive provide vistas across the Seekonk River of 
rowers, shorebirds, other recreational users of the river, and land on the East Providence shore.

• Interpretive Access - The site does not utilize any interpretive access. Signage including 
ecological, historical, or cultural information may serve as a benefit to enhance the site, 
constructed by the Works Progress Administration during the 193O's. This shoreline is one of the 
few natural shorelines in Providence, showing only minimal influences of filling.

Although the bikeway extends north of Providence up the Blackstone River, based on a lack of 
neighborhood support the bikeway has not been extended between Pawtucket and the Washington 
Bridge.
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Butler Avenue (CRMC ROW)

Irving Street (CRMC ROW)

4.4 Inner Harbor and Woonasquatucket and Moshassuck Rivers

4.4.1 Parks

Harborview Trail

Corliss Landing, South Water Street

Point Street Landings
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• Physical Access - Although there is no developed physical access to the site, adjacent property has 
been proposed for development. Public access along the CRMC ROW is a design feature.

• Visual access - There are limited views due to dense vegetation; clearing will open vistas to the 
south toward the bascule rail bridge and open waters of the Seekonk.

• Interpretive Access - There is no interpretive access at the site. The site could benefit from the 
addition of interpretive access.

• Physical Access - There is limited potential for physical access because of the steep gradient from 
Irving Street to the Seekonk because of the steep gradient from Irving Street - River Drive 
intersection to the river.

• Visual access - Existing views of the Seekonk River could be improved with vegetative framing.
• Interpretive Access - There is no interpretive access at the site. This site would benefit from the 

addition of interpretive signage describing the historic and prehistoric archaeology of the area 
(based on findings at Butler Hospital, located north of Grotto Brook), and describing the estuary 
at Grotto Brook.

• Physical Access - Parks recently constructed by Narragansen Electric north and south of the Point 
Street Bridge provide benches and boat dockage at these landings. The landing south of the Point

• Physical Access - .A fence blocks access to the adjacent shoreline from South Water Street, north 
of Corliss Landing Park on the Providence River.

• Visual Access - There are ample views up and down the Inner Harbor.
• Interpretive Access - Although there is existing signage calling out the site, it could be improved 

by adding more information.

• Physical access - The park currently provides access to the bulkheaded Providence River shoreline 
north of the Fox Point Hunicane Barrier.

• Visual Access - The park affords dynamic views of the Providence inner harbor including such 
diverse views as an adjacent marina, the historic Point Street Bridge, Narragansett Electric's 
Manchester Street Station, and the Fox Point Hurricane Barrier.

• Interpretive Access - Although general information is posted, the site could be improved with 
interpretive description of past uses of the Fox Point area, data on the extent of flooding during 
the l950's, and an explanation of operation of the Hurricane Barrier.
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• Physical Access - Although sidewalks generaly flank the river adjacent to the streets, there is no 
physical access down to the Woonasquatucket River. This area is proposed as a link on the 
Woonasquatucket Greenway project.

Street Bridge has been discussed by RIDOT as a possible water taxi stop or as a stop for future 
high-speed commuter ferry service to Newport and other Narragansett Bay destinations.

• Visual Access - Views from this site include the historic Point Street Bridge and views described 
for Corliss Landing, above.

• Interpretive Access - Interpretive access has been installed at these parks.

• Physical Access - Market Square has been incorporated within the Providence River riverwalk 
constructed as part of the river relocation.

• Visual Access - This site offers views across the river and upstream toward the confluence of the 
Woonasquatucket and Moshassuck Rivers.

• Interpretive Access - Interpretive signage is a key component of the recent site improvements.

• Physical Access - Recently constructed floats at Waterplace Park provide dock space for shallow 
draft boats such as the gondola, water taxis, canoes and kayaks. There are no boat launches.

• Visual access - Excellent visual access is provided throughout the park, from the level of adjacent 
streets to the Woonasquatucket's seawall. The park may also be viewed from adjacent tall 
buildings. The park is screened from motorists on Memorial Boulevard by a retaining wall.

• Interpretive Access - Interpretive access describes the history of the site.

• Physical Access - The site is currently developed as a temporary canoe and kayak put-in. The site 
will be improved by the construction of a permanent structure, planned as part of the Old Harbor 
project.

• Visual Access - Ample unobstructed views of the inner harbor and shoreline are possible.
• Interpretive Access - Signage at the site provides general information, including "no wake" speed 

limits on the adjacent Providence River.

• Physical access - The site is a park and riverwalk with tie-ups for small boats. No improvements 
to physical access are needed for this recently-constructed park.

• Visual Access - Multi-level walkways provide diverse vantages of the river, the park, and of 
DownCity Providence on the west shoreline. "Water Fire " provide a mesmerizing art display 
at this site when performed.

• Interpretive Access - Existing examples of interpretive access provide culmral and historical 
information.
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4.4.2 Visual Access from Parallel Streets

4.4.3 Inner Harbor and Rivers Marinas

Old Harbor Marina, South Water Street

4.5 Outer Harbor

4.5.1 Parks

India Point Park
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• Visual Access - A pedestrian walkway (with benches) and several bridges provide views of the 
river. Vegetation along the river frequently blocks views of the river for pedestrians walking 
alone the promenade.

• Interpretive Access - There is none. The addition of historical and cultural signage would benefit 
the site past the Foundry, a site eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.

Memorial Boulevard - The river is below eye level at Memorial Boulevard, therefore views are 
limited to bridges on connecting streets crossing over the river. There are views from the upper 
levels of the surrounding office buildings.

Canal Street - The Moshassuck River, known as ±e Blackstone Canal, is easily seen from the 
street.

Promenade and Kinsley Streets - Limited views of the Woonasquatucket River from the road are 
possible, as described for the Promenade Walkway, above.

South Water Street - Ample views of the Providence River are provided along South Water 
Street.

• Physical Access - There is access for large ships such as ±e Block Island Ferry and smaller boat 
to tie-up. Some of the wall is in deteriorating condition that may be a threat to public safety. 
Pilings alongshore are deteriorated and are a hinderance to physical access from the water.

• Visual Access - There are unobstructed views of Providence River and Upper Narragansett Bay.
• Interpretive access - There is no interpretive signage. There are areas for the display of art by 

local artisans.

• Physical access - Physical access to the Old Harbor Marina is limited to patrons/members and their 
guests. Grappa and Fish Co. and the City of Providence have entered into tax incentive 
agreements to provide public access to the waterfront.
Visual Access - Views from the shoreline and marina include the inner harbor to the Point St. 
Bridge and beyond with views to the Fox Point Hurricane Barrier.

• Interpretive Access - Although rules of the marina are posted, there is no interpretive signage 
pertaining to the site.
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Community Boating Center, India Point Park

East Bay Bikeway (at Washington Bridge)

Collier Point Park, Henderson Street

Compassionate Friends of Bold Park, East Providence

I

4.5.2 Marinas

Bootlegger Marina at the former Shooters Restaurant, India Street

I
I
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• Physical Access - No direct access to the outer harbor is provided although the bikeway is adjacent 
to India Point Park.

• Visual Access - Views of the upper Providence River including the Port of Providence are afforded 
from the bike path.

• Interpretive Access - There is no interpretive access. Interpretive access may be incorporated into 
the path in short segments at equally spaced intervals to tell a story or state interesting facts.

• Physical Access - Facilities at this recently completed Narragansett Electric park include a 
concrete boat ramp, fishing piers and a sunbathers deck.

• Visual access - There is a viewing platform offering panoramic views across the outer harbor to 
the Port of Providence and East Providence.

• Interpretive Access - Historic artifacts that were once used on the site tell a story without words. 
Historical excerpts are posted throughout the park.

• Physical Access - There is physical access to the water for small sailboats. A wall along the shore 
provides seating, although this use does not appear to be encouraged.

• Visual Access - There are unobstructed views from the boating center of the shore.
• Interpretive Access - There is informative signage about the boating center. The addition of some 

ecological signage may lend an understanding of public resources and universal responsibility for 
natural resources by the public.

• Physical Access - Limited to access by patrons of the marina and their guests.
• Visual Access - There are unobstructed views of the Providence River and Upper Narragansett 

Bay.
• Interpretive Access - There are signs referring to the rules of the marina. There is no interpretive

Note: Part of this park is actually located on land incorporated within the municipal boundary of the 
City of Providence.
• Physical Access - A boat ramp, fishing pier, and beach provide access to the Seekonk River.
• Visual Access - Views of India Point Park to the north and the Port of Providence to the south 

provide interesting sites. The wreck of a barge grounded in the 193O's is visible from Bold Point.
• Interpretive Access - Signage is limited to information on the Compassionate Friends and park 

rules. Historical and ecological information (including information on the Hurricane of 1938) 
would provide interesting information for this site.
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signage at the site.

East Providence Yacht Club

4.5.3 Street Access - Rights-of-Way (ROW)

Henderson Street - See Collier Point Park

India Street at Fox Point

India Street at India Point Park

Port of Providence and Beyond4.6

4.6.1 Street Access (ROWs)

Thurbers Avenue
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Note: Most of the yacht club is actually located on land incorporated within the municipal boundary 
of the City of Providence.
• Physical Access - Limited to access by members of the club and their guests.
• Visual Access - Diverse views of the old swing railroad bridge and foundation, India Point Park, 

and Bold Point Park are possible at this bend in the Seekonk River.
• Interpretive Access - Signage is limited to information for the yacht club.

• Physical Access - Access to the shore is limited by the height of land above ±e high water mark. 
A concrete boat ramp with a slope of no more than 14 percent may be a consideration at this 
location.

• Visual Access - There is a straight-on view from India Street across the water to East Providence, 
including views of the railroad swing bridge and the East Providence Yacht Club.

• Interpretive Access - There is no existing interpretive access for this sight. Interpretive access 
concerning ecology or history would enhances interest at this site.

Physical Access - There is no existing physical access to this drainage swale. 
Visual access - Views of the Providence River and East Providence. 
Interpretive Access - None

• Physical Access - The area is adjacent to a Narragansett Bay Commission facility. Although the 
site is level, a seawall prevents direct access to the Providence River. Access to the shore is limited 
by the height of land above the high water mark. A concrete boat ramp with a slope of no more 
than 14 percent may be a consideration at this location.

• Visual Access - Views to the north include the Fox Point Hurricane Barrier, across the river to 
Narragansett Electric, and south toward the Port of Providence.

• Interpretive Access - There is none. The site could benefit from ±e addition of educational 
information about the Hurricane Barrier or historical information on the evolution of the harbor.
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The following pages include Attachment A; Access Inventory, and Attachment B; City of Providence 
Assessors Inventory of Shorefront Property
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IDate: 6/15/97

Inventory By. MOK Contact: Joan Parcher

IPare Engineering Corporation

Pbt/Lot 41/258 and possibly also 261

Owner Narragansett Boat Club IParcel Size 6,050 SF and 4,000 SF

Water Access Wood ramp, wood deck with floating wood dock (recycled military bombing platform), 2 wooden pilings ISite Improvements

Marine IBulkhead (granite, rubUe, sheetpile) Granite block shoreline facing

Height above HW (stains on wall)

IPiers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating)

Estimate length

INumber of tie ups, slips

Other (gas pumps, pump out, utility connections).

IPark

paths, paving type

Ibenches/seating walls

lighting Security

Itrash/bike racks, etc. Platform for bikes to be chained to fence.

active recreation areas (soccer fields, B Ball)

Iparking (off-street, on-street)

I
I
I
I
I

Other Boats stored in boathouse: four motor launches (2-man), one 12-man barge (flat boat for beginner rowers), three
8-man sculls, two 2-man sculls, one 4-man scull, approximately fifty single sculls. Rowing season March - 
November. Two regattas held each year - race course is between Swan Point and Getty Pier, Gasses offered to 
the public May - October.

Provideiice Harbor Management Plan 
Access Inventory

On-street (River Drive)

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commercial/utility/residential) River Drive, Blackstone Park to the west

Site
Name Narragansett Boat Gub (private towing club)
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Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Access Inventory

Site Blackstone Park, River Drive
Name Owner City of Providence
Plat / Lot 41/14, 41/234, 40/293
Water Access River Drive to Seekonk River.
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) Rip-rap, natural land edge
Height above HW (stains on wall) not applicable

paths, paving type sidewalks
benches / seating walls various wood park benches
lighting street lighting
trash/bike racks, etc. trash cans
parking (off-street, on-street) 40 parking spaces, on-street/ off-street west end

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) residential
Other Narragansen Boat Club

Site Twin Islands #1 - Seekonk River
Name Owner WRIB, Inc.
Plat / Lot 14/372
Water Access Seekonk River
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) E2EM
Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) Power line access via wooden piles

Other wooden debris, radio tower
Site Twin Islands #2 - Seekonk River

Name Owner Giannamore, Claire M.
Plat t Lot 14/373
Water Access Seekonk River
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) sand shore with limited spartina on South, more spartina on North 
Other scrub shrub growth, swan and wading shore birds

Site Crook Point East Providence
Name Owner RIDOT
Plat / Lot
Water Access Seekonk River
Site Improvments

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) spanina along Seekonk River shore with dense woods around pond 
Other abandoned RR tracks, RR bridge in 'up' position, site not readily accessible



I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

1NVENT3.XLS Page IVA-2 6/30/97 I

=--- ?

Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Access Inventory

Site Compassionate Friends of Bold Point Park
Name Owner City of E. Providence
Plat/Lot
Water Access Seekonk River - gravel boat ramp, dock
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) gravel/cobble beach, E2EM, spanina
Piers (timber/concrete * fixed or floating) fixed pier w/ floating wooden dock

Estimate length dock 14' x 14'; pier -50'
Number of tie ups, slips none presently
paths, paving type soii/crushed stone
benches / seating walls 3 benches
trash/bike racks, etc. 2 barrels, bike rack for 7
parking (off-street, on-street) 20 spaces off-street, dirt lot

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) commercial, dry-dock for E. Prov. Yacht 
Other littered, shallow waters w/ much debris (including wrecked barge), abandoned radio tower foundation, and many rotten 

Compassionate Friends of Bold Point Park is open to the general public from 6 AM to 11 PM. No rules or restrictioa . 
Within the next year, the City of East Providence plans to build a double boat ramp and two handicapped accessible 

Site India St. right of way
Name Owner City of Providence
Hat/Lot 17/541
Water Access Seekonk River.
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) Rip-rap, natural land edge
Height above HW (stains on wall) 30"

paths, paving type dirt
benches / seating walls 2 wood park benches

Site India Point Park
Name Owner City of Providence
Plat / Lot 17/620
Parcel Size 257,075
Water Access Outer Harbor, Seekonk River
Site Improvments

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) concrete block, granite
Height above HW (stains on wall) 1' - 6'

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) BI Ferry, Bay Queen. 2 fixed timber piers
Estimate length 105' x 40', 50' x 20'

Number of tie ups, slips 1 ship tie-up, 3 large cleats
Other (gas pumps, pump out, utility connections) electric, water at dock
paths, paving type asphalt, cobble stones ,gravel
benches / seating walls wood park benches, 6 step seating wall
lighting night-lighting along path
trash/bike racks, etc. trash cans
active recreation areas (soccer flelds, BBall) soccer field, playground
parking (off-street, on-street) 40 parking spaces, on-strect/ off-street west end

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) commercial
[Other evidence of old pilings, city art, pedestrian bridge across 1-95, elec, tower
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Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Access Inventory

Site Parking lot for The Waterline
Name Owner Hamilton Realty Corp.
Plat/Lot 18/344
Parcel Size 40,743
Water Access Providence Outer Harbor
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) rip-rap
lighting equivalent to street lighting
parking (off-street, on-street) off-street for 65 cars.

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) commercial, community boating facility, 
restaurant.

Site Community Boating Center
Name Owner City of Providence
Plat/Lot 18/72
Parcel Size 54,323
Water Access Providence Outer Harbor
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) concrete
Height above HW (stains on wall) 4'
Estimate length 80' x 10'

Number of tie ups, slips rail for tie-up
Other (gas pumps, pump out, utility connections) porta-jons
benches / seating walls pavillion

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) parking, park
Other Non- profit ,charitable organization provides sailing instruction for inner city youths and adults(fee), 18 small sailboats, 
3 powerboats.

Site The Waterline! Bootlegger (former Shooters)
Name Owner Providence Harbor Inc,
Plat/Lot 18/345
Parcel Size 32,693
Water Access Providence River, outer harbor
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) granite
Height above HW (stains on wall) 4'

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) concrete floating pier
Number of tie ups, slips 15
Other (gas pumps, pump out, utility connections) utility connections, pump out,
parking (off-street, on-street) see 18/344

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) parking lot, storage lot, public access strip 
Other Providence Tall Ship located here. Showers, restrooms, ice, gas
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Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Access Inventory

Providence Steamboat
Plat / Lot 18/332
Parcel Size 14,268
Water Access Providence River south of Fox Point Hurricane Barrier
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) concrete block, steel bulkhead behind pier
Height above HW (stains on wall) 5'

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) fixed timber and concrete
Estimate length 200'

Number of tie ups, slips 4 tie-ups for tugboats
Other (gas pumps, pump out, utility connections) electrical at dock
lighting security
parking (oH-street, on-street) private

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerdaVutility/residential) pumping station, commercial
Other 2 inlet bays

Site CSO Pumping Station
Name Owner Maurania Corp.
Plat / Lot 18/34 & 16
Parcel Size 34-7.865. 16-72,616.
Water Access Providence River south of Fox Point Hurricane Barrier
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) granite, rubble
Height above HW (stains on wall) 24*

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) fixed timber deck
Estimate length 100' x 15'

Number of tie ups, slips none
Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commercial/utility/residential) Fox Point Hurricane Barrier, commercial. 
Other 16-abandoned lot, 34-pumping station.

Site Corliss Landing Park
Name Owner City of Providence
Plat/Lot 18/A
Parcel Size unknown
Water Access Providence River
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) rubble
Height above HW (stains on wall) 4' - 5'

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) fixed timber deck
Estimate length 250' x 12'

paths, paving type brick and stone paths
benches / seating walls concrete semi-circular sealing wall
lighting night lighting present
parking (off-street, on-street) on street

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) Fox Point Hurricane Barrier, parking. 
Other electrical tower, Corliss Landing Old Harbor Trail, Sept. 1994-Vincent A. Cianci, Jr. Park.
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Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Access Inventory

Site Old Harbor Marina: Hot Club Yacht Club (Hurricane water taxi & charter service) 
Name Owner Unitnown
Plat/Lot 18/12
Parcel Size unknown
Water Access Providence River
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) concrete reinforced w/ steel plate & rip-rap at base
Height above HW (stains on wall) 5'

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) floating wooden dock
Elstimate length 25* x 6'

Number of tie ups, slips 56 slips
Other (gas pumps, pump out, utility connections) showers, 2 restrooms, ice, 
parking (off-street, on-street) private parking lot for restaurant (12)

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) recreational, commercial 
Other continuation of deck from 18/A with no connection between the 2 properties

Site Grappa & Marina (private)
Name Owner Eat or Dine Out Inc.
Plat/Lot 18/13
Parcel Size 2,982
Water Access Providence River
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) concrete w/ steel reinforcement & rip-rap at base
Height above HW (stains on wall) 5'

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) floating timber
Estimate length 300' along shore w/ 3 extensions out onto river ( 144, 180, 108)

Number of tie ups, slips none
Other (gas pumps, pump out, utility connections) electrical and phone
parking (off-street, on-street) 8 off-street, public

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) commercial
Other all boat slips belong to Old Harbor Marina

Site The Fish Co.
Name Owner Dudley and Peter Shallcross
Plat! Lot 18/4
Parcel Size 16,760
Water Access Providence River
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) concrete w/ steel reinforcement & rip-rap at base 
Height above HW (stains on wall) 5'

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) fixed timber deck extending from 18/A
Estimate length Length by 15'

Number of tie ups, slips none
benches / seating walls benches along deck
lighting lighting along deck
trash/bike racks, etc. trash cans
parking (off-street, on-street) on-street

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) commercial, park
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Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Access Inventory

Site Corliss Landing Park and Old Harbor Trail
Name Owner City of Providence
Plat / Lot 18/2
Parcel Size 4,360
Water Access Providence River
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) concrete and granite
Height above HW (stains on wall) 3'

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) fixed timber deck extending to 18/A
paths, paving type gravel and asphalt
benches / seating walls wooden benches (6)
lighting along walking deck
trash/bike racks, etc. cans for public refuse

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) commercial. Point Street Bridge
Site South Water Street/Waterside Park, Doubloon Landing - canoe and kayak launch facility 

Name Owner State of Rhode Island
Pht/Lot 16
Parcel Size unkown
Water Access Providence River.
Site Improvementst

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) alternating concrete and rip-rap
Height above HW (stains on wall) - 4'

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) Doubloon Landing (fixed timber)
Estimate length 20' long x 10' staggering bleachers

paths, paving type asphalt paths
benches / seating walls bleachers/ concrete and wood benches (in need of repair)
trash/bike racks, etc. trash cans, bike racks
parking (off-street, on-street) across street/on-street, 15 min. pull-off @ launch

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) commercial
Other heliport, flagpoles, between 1-195 and Crawford St. bridges

Site Gardner Jackson Park
Name Owner unknown
Plat/Lot 12/26,29,31,33,35,36
Parcel Size unknown
Water Access Providence River
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) granite blocks
Height above HW (stains on wall) 30"

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) small concrete/steel deck extension
Estimate length water access - 275' - 300'

Number of tie ups, slips 12 brass hooks
paths, paving type brick and cobble
benches / seating walls stone benches and seating walls
lighting lighting available on walkways
trash/bike racks, etc. trash cans

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) commercial. Market Square 
Other steel pilings near deck (limits accessibility)
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Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Access Inventory

Site Parcel 6
Name Owner Capital Propenies
Plat / Lot 4/247 LLOl & LBOl
Parcel Size 216,551
Water Access Moshassuck River
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) granite block
Height above HW (stains on wall) 15'

paths, paving type South end gravel and concrete parking lot. North end is abandoned with concrete paths 
parking (off-street, on-street) 274:LL01 is a -250 space parking lot, limited on-street

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, coramerical/utility/residential) parking lots
Other water depth appears to be no more than 2' - 5’ with tide, wooden bridge crossing (- 12' wide), residual foundation of 

Site Waterplace Park
Name Owner State of RI, Capital Propenies
Plat/Lot 19/131,102
Parcel Size 131- 147,086. 102- 91220.
Water Access Woonasaquatucket River
Site Improvemenst

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) concrete block
Height above HW (stains on wall) 1'

Number of tie ups, slips 10 wood pilings, 10-t- concrete columns, mulitple tie ups
paths, paving type cobble, brick, stone
benches / seating wails stone benches and amphitheatre style seating wall
lighting general area appears to be well lit
trash/bike racks, etc. trash cans

Other cleats along both sides of 102 -8' apan, may only be decorative
Site Point Street Landings, north and south

Name Owner Narragansen Electric, New England Power
Plat/Lot 21/312 and 21/178
Parcel Size 153,614, 18,120
Water Access Providence River
Site Improvements at each park

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) rip-rap
Height above HW (stains on wall) fixed timber pier -8', floating dock

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) floating timber and aluminum dock
Estimate length 90’ x 18'

Number of tie ups, slips 6 w/ room to add more (adjustable)
paths, paving type brick and slate paths
benches / seating walls 2 pavillions, 4.wood/steel benches, 2 seating wails
lighting walkways are well lit
trash/bike racks, etc. trash cans at either end
parking (off-street, on-street) permit only adjacent

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) parking, power plant. Point Street
Other near Davol Square Marketplace, electrical towers
Rules and Regulations - See Collier Point Park
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Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Access Inventory

Site Collier Point Park
Name Owner Unkown
Plat/Lot 22/185
Parcel Size
Water Access cement launching ramp
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) rip-rap
Height above HW (stains on wall) fixed piers 10'-15

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) 2 floating timber docks adjacent to launch ramp, 2 timber/concrete piers,
2 timber piers.

Estimate length Piers; concrete/timber (x2) 14' x 14', 40' x 24' (for Bay Queen), 18' x 60' arc 
12' X 27' el.

Number of tie ups, slips 1 on pier for Bay Queen, 9 total on docks (adjustable, more can be added) 
paths, paving type cement near parking and gravel in park
benches / seating walls multiple wire benches (- 18), tables (-10) and 2 cedar benches in tower
lighting in parking lot and along road for security
parking (off-street, on-street) 20 off-street, 2 cul-de-sacs w/ - 8 spaces each

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, co mmerical/utility/residential) power station
Other tower originally for guards, new launch ramp for fire/rescue boats (next nearest is Edgewood)
Rules and Regulations:

1. Open to the general public on a 24 hour per day basis
2. Swimming or diving is prohibited
3. Alcoholic beverages are prohibited
4. Pets are to be leashed and pet owners are responsible for clean-up after their pet
5. Overnight camping, parking, and docking are prohibited
6. Open burning and grills are prohibited
7. Climbing on rocks is prohibited, for visitors safety
8. Dumping or disposal of household waste is prohibited
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I56

I
I
I
IH

- •-!-
It

I
I55

I
I196 7 610 Allens Ave

I47

I
I?

80 I46

I
6

I1

80 I
Page IVB-1PROPLA.XLS 6/30/97

M2
78

317
323

OWNERS MAILING
ADDRESS

357 Willard Ave 
242 Allens Ave 
60 Public

429
146
147
148
368
601
655
799
803
804
805
128
160

10
1
7

13
13
13
13
1
10
13

13
13
15
78
7
1
1
1
1

K
X

206 Allens Ave
210 Allens Ave

325
326
361

610 Allens Ave 
278 Allens Ave 
288 Allens Ave 
284 Allens Ave 
338 Allens Ave 
434 Allens Ave 
252 Allens Ave 
386 Allens Ave 
242 Allens Ave 
232 Allens Ave 
242 Allens Ave 
178 Allens Ave 
120 Allens Ave

95 Terminal Road 
0 Fields Pt. 
0 Fields Pt. 
same__________
0 New York Ave 
4 New York Ave. 
0 Terminal Rd 
125 Terminal Rd 
same__________
1 Sea View Dr

Prov. Gas Co._______
Hudson Terminal Corp. 
TE Products Pipeline
Provport___________
Provport Inc________
Provport Inc________
Provport Inc________
St Lawrence Cement
Prov Gas Co________
Provport Inc

Port of Providence - 
litigation hazard

H

City of Prov, vacant lot
City of Prov_____________
City of Prov_____________
City of Prov_____________
Provport Inc____________
Hartxirside Park LLC
Provport Inc____________
Algonquiin Lng Inc_______
Paragon Oil Co__________
Paragon Oil Co__________
Paragon Oil Co__________
Star Enterprise__________
Texaco Inc Tax Dept, 
KallaherOil Co (DBA) 
Alogonquin Lng Inc, vent 
lt,stat inac_____________
DTP. Inc_______________
Angelo Maffeo__________
Red Bridge Properties 
VSH Realty____________
Boliden Metec
Stablex Rl Inc__________
East Prov, City of________
Red Bridge Properties 

' State of Rl_____________
Rl, state of_____________
Northeast Petroelum Co 
Sprague CH and Son Co
Gold, Hebert & Greenstein, 
Debra________________

' City Tire Co____________
James and Theresa
Cockfield______________
Rl state of_____________
Rl, state of

PUBLIC
ACCESS

Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Assessor's Data

285
288
296
297 

307: LBO 
307: LLO

312
316

9
16
17
18

105 Terminal Rd 
) Harborside 
0 Field Pt Dr 
0 Harborside 
0 New York Ave 
same_________
2 Sea View Dr 
185 Terminal
500 Allens Ave 
520 Allens Ave
544 Allens Ave 
570 Allens Ave

5
6

25: LBO 
25: LLO

262
270
271

273: LBO 
273: LLO

281
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PLAT LOT CODE ADDRESS NOTES

4

18

ndia Point Park78 X

X

X ndia Point Park

Playground17 X

X

X India Point Park

78

X14 328 78 10 Beach Prov, City of

I 316 I 78 293 Power Prov, City of X

PROPLA.XLS 6/30/97Page IVB- 2

541
54

80
79

India Point Park / 
bridge abutment

Gano Street
Playground

Hurricane Barrier - 
Corliss Landing Park

270 India
250 India

beach front 
87 Fremont St.
225 India
230 India
263 India Street 
235 India

X
X

79
7

X
X

£
_X
_X
X

2<
X

102
103
109
114
131 

[47: LBO 

247: LLO
2
4
13
12
14

16
34
48 
332 
334
338
343
344
345
72
10
3
8

54
69
416

611
368
613
616
620
621

14
6
14
15
78
98
14

6
6

14
1
15
80
78

10
10
13

13
1^

ndia Point Park 
ndia Point Park

250 India St
271 Tockwotte 
101 Gano St

Prov, City of___________
Rl Div of Roads & Bridges
Brown Univ___________
Prov, City of___________
Prov, City of

PUBLIC
ACCESS

Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Assessor's Data

481:LBO1 
481:LLO1 
489:LBQ1
489:LLO1 

19

^rov, City of____________
Jaurania Corp__________
^^aurania Corp__________
Maurania Corp__________
^1 Div. Roads & Bridges 
^rov, City of____________
Maurania Corp__________
Hamilton Realty Corp
Prov Harbour View Inc
Prov, City of____________
Narragansett Electric, vent It 
Narragansett Electric, vent It
Prov, City of____________
Brown Univ_____________
Brown Univ_____________
HV Collins Co

Prov, City of 
Brown Univ

India Point Park 
India Point Park 
Gano Street 
Playground 
Gano Street 

[playground

64 Allens Ave 
same___________

86 Allens Ave 
same___________
18 American E
1 Citizens Place 
140 Francis______
5 Moshassuck
12 Memorial Blvd
80 Smith St______
same___________
501 Water St
515 South Water St 
575 South Water St 
579 South Water St 
203 India
661 South Water 
Street___________
675 South Water St
9 India__________
1 India__________
201 India________
195 India________
89 India St_______
99 India St_______
0 India St________
109 India St
541 South Water St 
503 South Water St

OWNERS MAILING 
_______ADDRESS 
Northeast Petroleum 
Industrial National Bank 
Northeast Petroleum corp 
Greene Company_______
Capital Properties Inc 
Capital Properties Inc 
Capital Properties Inc 
Capital Properties Inc 
Rl, state of____________
Prov, City of___________
Capital Properties Inc 
Prov, City of__________
Dudley, Peter Shallcross 
Eat or Dine Out Inc D/B/A 
Eat or Dine Out Inc D/B/A 
Prov, City of



I
IPLAT LOT CODE ADDRESS NOTES

I
I15 14 X

IX Tunne/bridge RR

X

I
X

I
41 5

1
40

38 X

City of E. Prov.

state

PROPLA.XLS Page IVB- 3 6/30/97

80
5

Gano Street 
Playground

Gano Street 
Playground

J_
5

East Providence

163
2
6
35
66
340

261
293

70
75

200 Butler Ave
42 Loring Ave

372
373
566

446
453

78
14

78
6
14

79
78

Street
Harborside Boulevard, Field's Point________ ____________________
Sea View Drive, Field's Point__________________________________
New York Avenue, Field's Point________________________________
Thurbers Avenue (from Allens Ave)_____________________________
Public Street (from Allens Ave)________________________________
Henderson Street (from Allens Ave)____________________________
Tockwotton Street (Hurricane Barrier)___________________________
India Street (at Fox Point)____________________________________
India Street (at Brown Boat House)_____________________________
Beach Street at East Transit and Fremont (Gano Street Ballfield)_____
Butler Avenue (Adjacent to East Side Marketplace and Toffler property)

Twin Island 
0 Twin Island 
260 Power St

585 Blackstone Blvd
333 Grotto Ave

86 Wayland Ave
27 East River

_____________ Bold Point Park
East Providence 

_____________Yacht Club
_____________Guild Drilling

Crook Point RR 
_____________abutment______
lights of Way to Harbor

PUBLIC
ACCESS

Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Assessor's Data

456
460; LBO 
^0: LLQ

467
258
14
234

101 East George St 
33 East River
291 E. George
1 Butler Ave______
41 Wayland Ave
392 Waterman

OWNERS MAILING 
_______ ADDRESS_______
WRIB, Inc______________
Giannamore, Claire M. 
Prov, City of____________
Koffier Realty Assoc. V 
Limited Partnership_______
Wanvick Development Corp 
Harold Shein____________
V. Koffier Realty Asc_____
Rl, state of_____________
Caneel Bay Ltd.

=*rov. City of____________
toffler Realty Assoc. V Ltd
Partnership (same)______
Barragan sett Electric_____
Marragansett Boat Club
Prov, City of____________
Prov, City of____________
^1 Hosp. Trust National
Bank, trustee, Moses Brown
School Foundation_______
Prov, City of____________
Proprietor Swan Point 
Cmntry________________
Butler Health Center

18 Wayland Ave
145 East George 
same_________
291 E. George
2 River Dr
1 River Dr
82 Loring Ave

Prov, City of____________
Wanvick Development Corp
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City of Providence Harbor Management Plan

5.1 WATER DEPTH

NAVIGATIONAL HAZARDS5.2

5.3 DEBRIS

Appendix 5 - Navigation Page 5-1

There are a number of significant navigational hazards within the project area. These hazards are 
noted on the NOAA charts, 13224 and 13225, and include;

Information on the Providence Harbor waterways was obtained from Nautical Charts prepared by 
the U.S. Department of Commerce, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
National Ocean Service, February 1994. NOAA Nautical Chart 13224. February 1994, was used 
for water and channel depth information and Nautical Chart 13225, February 1991, was used for 
information about location of wrecks and ruins.

The reach of the Seekonk River from Cold Spring Point to its confluence with the Providence 
River is also a federal channel, however, the channel limits have not been defined by the ACOE. 
River depths in this area are apparently sufficient for safe navigation, as the ACOE has not 
received requests for dredging in this area.

As indicated on these charts, and also on Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) navigation project 
maps, the bulk of the Providence and Seekonk Rivers are channels maintained by the ACOE. The 
Seekonk channel, which begins at Cold Spring Point (at Waterman Square) and extends north 
through the project area, has an authorized project depth of 16 feet below Mean Lower Low 
Water (MLLW) and 150 feet wide. The channel in the Providence River, which ends just south 
of Fox Point and extends south through the project area, has an authorized project depth of 40 feet 
MLLW and is 600 to 1700 feet wide. There is an explicit warning given by the Corps which 
warns that the channels are subject to shoaling, especially at the edges, and that caution should 
be used while navigating these waters.

In 1984 the US Department of the Army, Corps of Engineers (ACOE) prepared the document, 
"Providence River And Harbor And The Seekonk River, Rhode Island, Debris Removal 
Feasibility Rep* Including Environmental Assessment". The purpose of the ACOE report was 
to determine the engineering feasibility and environmental acceptability for federal participation

Extremely shallow waters of the Seekonk River on either side of the federally maintained 
channel and Providence River north of the federal channel
Shoaling in the channels and the Green Jacket Shoal at Bold Point
Abandoned bridges at Crook and India Points as well as the old bridge piers near 
Crawford Street Bridge
A multitude of ruins from abandoned wharves and rotting piles in the Providence and 
Seekonk Rivers and an old radio tower foundation and wrecked barge off Bold Point

Appendix 5
NAVIGATION
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Providence is subject to a MHHW of 5.0 feet and a MHW of 4.7 feet with respect to the MLLW. 
The low tides are 0.2 feet MLW also with respect to the MLLW. It is important to note that this 
is the mean height, exceeded half the time.

The navigational clearances and tidal information, as indicated on NOAA chart 13224, are listed 
in Table 5-1. The data in Table 5-1 is for the Hurricane Barrier as well as the bridges that cross 
the upper Providence River (south of downtown) and the lower Seekonk River (within the 
Providence city limits). It is important to note that the danim used by the City of Providence is 
higher than Mean Sea Level (MSL) used as the USGS NGVD datum since 1929. Therefore, 2.35 
feet must be added to MSL to convert from City base to USGS base.

in removal and disposal of floatable debris sources that are potentially hazardous to navigation, 
a suppressant of land values, and are aesthetically unpleasant. The study area was limited to the 
perimeter of the Seekonk River and the Providence River and Harbor at the plane of mean high 
water along approximately 37 miles of shoreline. It comprised a tidewater area of about seven 
squares miles lying north and landward of a line from Conimicut Point at Warwick to the tip of 
Nayatt Point, Barrington. The debris sources investigated were dilapidated waterfront structures 
including those with dilapidated portions (primarily timber pile supported wharves and bulkheads), 
derelict (wrecked)vessels, shore-front dumps, and loose floatable debris lying on dilapidated 
structures and on shore. A debris inventory was also prepared and included in the ACOE report. 
The shidy concluded that about seventy percent of the identified debris was found in Providence 
Harbor. Alternatives for the collection, removal and disposal of the debris were developed and 
then evaluated by the ACOE in terms of cost effectiveness, environmental quality, social and 
economic effects, and impacts on port operation and development of the area.

Figure 11-4A from the Providence Harbor SAM Plan illustrates the approximate location of 
shoreline debris inventoried by the ACOE during their preparation of the 1984 document. As 
presented in the SAM Plan, in recognition of the financial hardship which would be imposed upon 
communities, debris owners and the state by a one time centrally organized debris clean up effort 
with federal participation and coniributrng funds, the RID EM and the CRMC jointly developed 
a debris removal program for Upper Narragansett Bay which seeks to work cooperatively with 
all debris owners to achieve compliance with established polices and prohibitions at a reasonable 
cost. The CRMC's Subcommittee on Urban Ports and Harbors was charged with identifying 
additional debris owners, organizing efforts to remove loose shoreline debris, providing support 
to local efforts to cleanup specific reaches of the Upper Bay shoreline, and monitoring removal 
activities.
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STRUCTURE LOCATION

Fixed Bridge 52 26

Swing Bridge 101 9

Hurricane Barrier* 20 21

Bascule Bridge 92

Lower Seekonk 100 40

Lower Seekonk 84 oo

Lower Seekonk 100 42

* Water depth over the sill at the gates is 12.9 feet at MLLW

DREDGED AREAS AND FEDERAL MAINTENANCE5.5

Appendix 5 - Navigation Page 5-3

17
(when lowered)

Fixed Bridges 
(Washington Bridge)

Fixed Bridge 
(Henderson Bridge)

Fox Point,
Providence River

Table 5-1
Navigational Clearances

In 1996, Governor Almond's appointed Commission on Dredging completed a report which cited 
the states's str., gent and complex regulatory permitting requirements regarding dredging activities 
and lack of approved sites for disposal of dredged material as the major factors which impeded

The ACOE is responsible for maintaining the federal channels within the Seekonk and Providence 
Rivers. According to the ACOE, the Seekonk River channel was last dredged in 1954 and 
although shoaling of the channel has occurred, the ACOE has received no requests for its 
maintenance dredging. The Providence River channel was last dredged by the ACOE in the early 
1970's, which involved a major channel improvement project for the then Port of Providence. 
Since the 1970s there has been little dredging in the state, except for small projects. By the late 
1980s channel shoaling had become a serious problem which ultimately necessitated the restriction 
of navigation in the Providence Harbor shipping channel. At first the limitations on the movement 
of vessels were voluntary; then based upon a ACOE condition survey, the Coast Guard made them 
formal. At the request of then Governor Sundlun, the ACOE commenced work necessary for a 
proposed maintenance dredging project for the federal shipping channel.

Swing Bridge 
(Draw Open)

Crook Point; Lower 
Seekonk

VERTICAL 
CLEARANCE 

(feet above MHW)

Point Street; Upper 
Providence River

HORIZONTAL
CLEARANCE 

(feet)

1-195; Upper
Providence River
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the needed dredging projects in the state which included the federal channel, marinas and boating 
facilities, and breachways into salt ponds. The prepared report entitled "Report of the Governor's 
Commission on Dredging" contained developed recommendations and recent changes in law (the 
Rhode Island Marine Infrastructure Maintenance Act of 1996 and the Federal Water Resources 
Development Act) and designated the RI Coastal Resources Management Council by statute as 
the lead state agency for dredging. The CRMC was delegated with the power and duty to among 
other things, prepare, adopt, and maintain a comprehensive, phased program for dredging in the 
tidal waters of the state and to establish appropriate sites for dredge disposal.

Currently, a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Providence River and associated 
harbor terminals dredging project is scheduled to be completed in the spring of 1998. The Final 
EIS is expected to be ready in the fall of 1998. The ACOE may commence the dredging as early 
as the fall of 1999

In December 1997 the federal channel was extended by Congress northward from the existing 
Providence River channel through the Hurricane Barrier to the Crawford Street bridge. By 
designating this reach of the river as a federal channel, the ACOE participates in dredging and 
maintenance dredging. Dredging of this section of the river (as described below) will be included 
in the Providence River dredge EIS project.

Public Notice (File No. 1991-02525F) was issued by the ACOE on May 10, 1995 for a Rhode 
Island Department of Transportation request for permits under Section 10 of the Rivers and 
Harbors Act and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act to renovate the upper reach of the 
Providence River in conjunction with the relocation of the 1-195 Bridge. This project provides 
for the implementation of elements of the City of Providence’s Old Harbor Plan to maximize 
opportunities for the integration of intermodal connections between highway, marine, pedestrian, 
and bicycle transportation. Key elements include reconstruction of river walls with the addition 
of new wood planked boardwalks (the new boardwalks allow improved pedestrian and marine 
transportation access to the waterfront), and dredging. Dredging will remove sediments from 
between the Crawford Street Bridge and the Point Street Bridge providing a uniform depth of -15 
feet mean low water.

Other needed dredging projects within Providence waters are the maintenance dredging of the 
Woonasquatucket River at Waterplace Park and of the Providence River at the dock located at 
Dyer Street. Siltation of the rivers at these two facilities occurs due to the riverine transport and 
deposition of sediments from upstream sources. Sediment loads from within the river's drainage 
areas during high flows and flood events may be contributing significantly to the siltation 
problem. Locally, possible contributing sources are sediment - laden stormwater runoff from the 
properties which have sparse vegetative cover and are located upstream Waterplace Park. The 
problem may be alleviated when construction of the Providence Place Mall and 1-95 Capital 
Center Interchange Improvements are complete as these projects are required by the RIDEM and 
CRMC to include water quality best management practices (BMPs) to reduce total suspended 
solids in runoff entering the Woonasquamcket River. In addition, the CSO project when complete 
will remove sediments presently released into the river during the "first-flush" resulting from 
storm events.

1
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I EXISTING BERTHS AND TERMINALS6.1

SHIP AND CARGO TYPES6.2

POTENTIAL FOR EXPANSION6.3

Appendix 6 - Port of Providence Page 6-1

While the port is supposed to service ships up to 40 feet in draft, restrictions have been imposed 
due to siltation which has occurred in the federal channel leading to Providence. Furthermore, 
several berths have silted in and need maintenance dredging to be restored to full service. Several 
terminal operators intend to "piggyback" on the federal project and deepen their berths when the 
channel is dredged by the US Army Corps of Engineers.

The formerly City-owned municipal wharf is now owned by ProvPort, Inc., a private non-profit 
organization. Six ship berths labeled berth one through berth six at the municipal wharf are 
grouped into two terminals according to function and use.

Approximately eleven (11) different operating port terminals line the west side of the Providence 
River between Field's Point to the south and Henderson Street (Collier Point) to the north as 
illustrated on Figure IH-IA. In addition, two terminals are located in Providence on the north side 
of the mouth of the Seekonk River.

The port terminal locations are indicated by numbers 111 through 123 on Figure III-IB titled 
"Providence River and Harbor Area - Port Facilities". A comprehensive description of each 
terminal and its related facilities as reported in the US Army Corps of Engineers Port Series No. 
4 Revised 1994 is also provided herein in tabulated form.

Ships calling at Providence include tankers, dry bulk carriers, roll-on roll-off ships, break bulk 
carriers, container ships and other freight carriers. A tug boat company and a ferry service 
operate out of the Fox Point/India Point area. Naval and Coast Guard vessels, cruise ships, and 
tall sailing ships may also visit periodically.

Primary imports at Providence include petroleum products, liquified natural gas, cement, lumber, 
chemicals, salt and automobiles. Primary exports are scrap metal and waste paper. Ship repair 
services are available, and two marine contractors have equipment yards and docks within the port 
area.

Two key areas have long been targeted for potential pon expansion in the Providence River. One 
is the south end of Field's Point, where the potential exists to create a berth seven along the 
municipal wharf; and the other is an undeveloped waterfront area extending several blocks north 
of Thurbers Avenue. Environmental issues related to dredging, filling and land development at 
each site would need to be studied and resolved, but ultimately both areas are well suited for port 
facilities.

Appendix 6
PORT OF PROVTOENCE
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dry of Providence Harbor Management Plan

COASTAL FLOOD HAZARD AREAS7.1

7.2 FOX POINT HURRICANE BARRIER OPERATION

Appendix 7 - Emergency Management Page 7-1

As historically demonstrated, Providence is prone to flood and wind damage from tropical storms 
and hurricanes. Over the past 61 years, the National Weather Service has tracked 31 storms 
classified as tropical storms or hurricanes that have hit the state. The City of Providence has an 
Emergency Management Plan prepared by the Emergency Management Agency. This plan 
dictates the duties and responsibilities of each of the City's departments/agencies and any private 
organizations with emergency management functions. The city also relies on the Rhode Island 
Emergency Management Agency (RIEMA), the Federal Management Agency (FEMA), and the 
U.S. Coast Guard (USCG) for support and assistance.

The Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) were prepared by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) as part of the "Flood Insurance Study, City of Providence, Providence County" 
in 1986. These maps delineate the 500-year and 100-year storm flood boundaries and provide the 
100-year storm water surface elevations associated with both riverine and coastal flooding. They 
also indicate coastal flood hazard areas which are prone to the effects of storm waves. These 
areas, referred to as "V" or velocity zones, are defined by the Army Corps of Engineers as being 
subject to significant wave attack, 3 foot amplitude waves, during storm events. The 3 foot 
amplitude wave has been determined as the minimum size required to cause significant damage 
to conventional structures.

These maps indicate that there are many areas south of the Fox Point Hurricane Banier, built in 
1966, which are susceptible to wave action. Along the Providence River, these areas include 
Fields Point, Sassafras Point, the wharves in the lower harbor, and the area between and including 
Fox and India Points. Along the Seekonk River, most of the shoreline is susceptible to wave 
attack but particularly the areas between Trenton and Fremont Streets, between the Henderson 
Bridge and Angell Street, and at York Pond.

Although the Hurricane Barrier protects most of the upper harbor from coastal flooding, there are 
reaches of the Woonasquatucket and Moshassuck Rivers with high 100-year riverine flood 
elevations. These areas are the reach of the Woonasquatucket River from the Eagle Street Dam 
to Charlotte Hope Street and the reaches of the Moshassuck River from Industrial Drive to Smith 
Street and along Canal Street in the vicinity of the Roger Williams National Park.

Appendix 7
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

The Hurricane Barrier prevents storm surges and wave action from reaching the upper 
Providence, Woonasquatucket, and Moshassuck Rivers. The Hurricane Barrier is closed 
whenever a hurricane, tropical storm, or northeaster threaten to raise water levels above the city's 
flood stage of 6 feet. While the barrier is closed, pumps are operated to maintain the upstream 
water level at the normal water level in the river, 3.5 feet above mean sea level. The Hurricane 
Barrier is maintained by the Providence Department of Public Works.



Citv of Providence Harbor Management Plan

MARINA OPERATIONS EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS7.3

SPILL RESPONSE7.4

a.

Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (PL 101-380, 33 USC 2701)b.

c.

d.

e.

I
I

Appendix 7 - Emergency Management Page 7-2 I

The USCG has primary responsibility for emergencies such as boating accidents and plane crashes 
in the federal channels. Providence departments/agencies are notified and may be deployed to 
hasten the response time. Currently, the Police Department has one small boat and two jet skis 
used to patrol the harbor and the Fire Department has access to the equipment owned by the 
Providence Harbor Co-op. The Providence Harbor Co-op is comprised of 10 petroleum and 
utility companies located in Providence and East Providence. At this time however, there is no 
fire fighting vessel available to the City of Providence through the Co-op or the USCG.

There are currently no policies in place on marina requirements in response to emergency 
situations. One of Providence's two marinas is located north of the Hurricane Barrier, therefore 
it is protected from flooding associated with storm events. The second marina, however, is 
vulnerable and has no Storm Preparedness Plan, and relies on boat owners to arrange for securing 
or removing their boats.

OPA 90 federal laws were enacted in response to the Exxon Valdez oil spill in Alaska. Oil 
terminal operations must submit to the USEPA and the US Coast Guard for land and waterfront 
activities, respectively, a plan describing the terminal facilities, facility inspections, methods of 
monitoring product transfer, and emergency response actions in the event of a spill. The plan also 
establishes elements of liability, vessel requirements, prevention requirements, etc. Operators

EP A Criteria for State, Local and Regional Oil Removal Contingency Plans (40 
CFR 109, 36 FR 22485)

Rhode Island Oil Pollution Control Laws (RI GL 1956 Title 46, PL 1990 Ch. 324, 
PL 1991 Ch. 354).

The primary response plans prepared by terminal operators include an Emergency Response 
Action Plan to meet the requirements of b. above (OPA 90); and a Spill Prevention Control and 
Countermeasure Plan (SPCCP) to meet the requirements of a. and c. above.

Oil terminal operators and hazardous material storage facility owners are bound by federal and 
state laws to have response plans available for immediate implementation in the event of a 
petroleum or hazardous material spill. Key regulations for spill response include:

Rhode Island Oil Pollution Control Rules and Regulations (RIDEM per RIGL 46-
12, 42-17.1, 42-35)

The National Oil and Hazardous Materials Pollution Contingency Plan (35 FR 
8511)



City of Providence Harbor Management Plan

Appendix 7 - Emergency Management Page 7-3

must undergo spill response training and must have sufficient floating boom and deployment 
equipment available on site and/or available for deployment by subcontractor within one hour of 
notification.

In the Providence area several private companies offer spill response and cleanup services to 
terminal operators. Floating boom, dispersants, pumps, boats and other equipment are located 
by these companies in strategic spots along the waterfront. A co-operative agreement also exists 
among several terminal operators to allow access to and use of spill response equipment owned 
by each.

In the event of a spill at the waterfront, notifications and contingency plans will be immediately 
set into place. The US Coast Guard will act as the Federal-on-Scene Coordinator (for a spill on 
land, the USEPA may assume the federal role), and will make a determination as to the adequacy 
of the response. The Federal-on-Scene Coordinator may "federalize" the spill response and 
assume control of it if this federal agency determines that the terminal operator's response is 
inadequate.

For operators of waterfront facilities for receipt of oil products, an Operations Manual must be 
prepared and followed per US Coast Guard regulations contained in 33 CFR 154,310. The 
Operations Manual will describe procedures for preventive measures and proper handling of 
product transfers, and requires personnel in charge remain on station observing all marine 
transfer.

In addition to the OPA 90 requirements, and SPCC Plan must be prepared to meet State of RI 
requirements which follow from both state and federal laws. The SPCC Plan includes general 
information regarding the facility, accountable personnel, and certification by a registered 
professional engineer that the plan follows good engineering practices. In addition, it requires 
information with respect to drainage, storage equipment and inspections, transfer operations, tank 
car and tank truck loading procedures, and security measures in order to verify compliance with 
other state regulations and codes. An Oil Spill Contingency Plan must be attached describing the 
notification, sequence and method of response in the event of a spill at the dock or at the storage 
site. Manpower and equipment commitments must be documented.
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Balanced and compatible shoreline use

Increased recreational opportunities and public access

Port development

Improved water quality

Final February 27, 1998
SAM Page I

The SAM Plan (1983) presents CRMC policies and proposals for Providence Harbor which were 
designed to achieve five major goals:

Coordination and consultation (establishment of the CRMC Subcommittee on 
Urban Ports and Harbors)

Providence Harbor:
A Special Area Management Plan (update)

These goals are listed in the table below along with corresponding CRMC policies. The 
Providence HMP policies are provided for cross reference. Following that table a list of SAM 
Plan figures and their updated information are presented.

The Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC) document, "Providence 
Harbor: A Special Area Management Plan "(SAM Plan) which was adopted on November 22, 
1983, has been reviewed and subsequently, updated information has been provided in conjunction 
with the preparation of the first edition of the City of Providence Harbor Management Plan 
(HMP). This updated SAM Plan information is contained in the following compilation of tables 
and repon figures and relates to only the waters and landside area within the City of Providence, 
as this was the HMP study area. Since both the Providence HMP and the updated SAM Plan are 
to be circulated for public comment together, cross references between these two documents are 
made to avoid redundancy and duplication of report figures. The updated SAM Plan information 
is intended to serve as a current data base of existing conditions and reference to the policies 
developed for the use of Providence waters and shoreline as prescribed in the HMP. It is 
recognized that when the SAM Plan is amended in the future the CRMC goals and policies for 
the Providence Harbor area, which encompasses the waters and landside area of other 
municipalities as well as Providence: the cities of Pawtucket, East Providence, Cranston, and 
Warwick, and the Town of Barrington, will need to be updated bilaterally.



IProvidence Harbor SAM Plan Update

I
I

Title

I
Shoreline Use

I1 260.1

I2 260.2 a

I3 260.2 b

I260.2 c4

I260.2 d5

IRecreation

6 260.3 a I
I7 260.3 b not addressed

I8 260.3 b. 1

I9 260.3 b. 2 Section 4D - Public Access

I10 260.3 b. 3

I260.411

I
I

Final February 27, 1998
SAM Page 2 I

Integration of Public 
Recreational Facilities 
Planning and
Development Actions

Development of A Bay 
Islands Park Gateway

Encouragement and 
Assistance to Marina 
Development

Resolving the Problem 
of Dredged Material 
Disposal

Section 4G - Navigation, Appendix 5 - 
Navigation

Section 4C - Multi-use of Providence 
Waters, Appendix 3 - Resource Inventory

Section 4F - Water Use Consistency with 
Land Use

Section 4D - Public Access, Appendix 4, 
Public Access

Section 1 - Executive Summary, Section 4A - 
Providence Harbor Commission

Harbor Policy
Number

Reviewing Municipal
Waterfront Plans

Section 4F - Water Use Consistency with 
Land Use, Appendix 3 - Resource Inventory

Removing Shoreline
Debris

Enlisting the
Involvement of the 
Public

Identification and
Monitoring of Areas of 
Concern

Construction of Public
Boat Launching 
Facilities

Assistance in the 
Implementation of 
Complex Multiple Use
Developments

Section 4A - Providence Harbor 
Commission, Section 4F - Water Use 
Consistency with Land Use

Section 4G - Navigation, Appendix 5 - 
Navigation

Providence HMP (1998) 
Section Reference

Enlisting the
Involvement of
Municipalities in 
Harbor Revitalization

Table of SAM Plan and Providence HMP 
Cross References

Section 4F - Water Use Consistency with 
Land Use

SAM PLAN 
(1983)
Section

Reference



Providence Harbor SAM Plan Update

Title

Port Industry

320.512

13 320.6

330.214

Water Quality

15 440.1

440.216

SAM Plan Figure Updates

DESCRIPTIONnCURE UPDATED INFORMATION
NO.

Providence Harbor Composite of Providence HMP AreasI

I-A

Map 3 of 3

Current Land UseII-l

Map 3 of 3

Final February 27, 1998
SAM Page 3

Section 4C - Multi-use of Providence 
Waters, Appendix 6 - Port of Providence

Four Providence HMP Areas, including 
ponions of the Woonasquatucket and 
Moshassuck Rivers

Harbor Policy
Number

Designation of Uses in 
Providence Harbor and
Narragansett Bay

Section 4E - Water Quality, Appendix 3 - 
Resource Inventory

Providence HMP (1998) 
Section Reference

Map 1 of 3 
Map 2 of 3

Map 1 of 3 
Map 2 of 3

Designation of Sites for 
Pon Expansion

Improving the
Management of 
Providence Harbor and 
Narragansett Bay for 
Maritime Commerce

Adoption for a Water 
Quality Based Approach 
to Pollution Control

Section 4C - Multi-use of Providence 
Waters, Appendix 6 - Pon of Providence

Section 4C - Multi-use of Providence 
Waters, Appendix 6 - Pon of Providence

Section 4F - Water Use Consistency with 
Land Use, Appendix 3 - Resource Inventory

Limitations to Shore
Development at
Southern Fields Point

Seekonk River Area
The Inner Harbor and the Rivers 
Area and the Outer Harbor Area 
Providence River and Harbor 
Area

General Shoreline Use
Seekonk River Area
The Inner Harbor and the Rivers 
Area and the Outer Harbor Area 
Providence River and Harbor
Area

SAM PLAN 
(1983)
Section

Reference



I
Providence Harbor SAM Plan Updaie

IDESCRIPTION UPDATED INFORMATION

III-2A

IMap 3 of 3

In-2B N/A

II-2C I
I1I-3A

Map 2 of 2 I
I
I

II-3B I
IMA IMap 2 of 2

I
Parcel C-2 MapIMB Capital Center Project IIMC Parcel C-9 Map Capital Center Project

II-5 I
III-IA

IIII-IB Current pon terminal locations.

I
I

Final February 27, 1998
SAM P 4 I

Map 1 of 1 Providence Harbor Areas of 
Concern

Possible boat launch ramp location at the 
eastern end of Oxford Street.

Boundaries of the Port District in Providence 
Harbor

Current Zoning, including the addition of 
Waterfront Districts.Map 1 of 3 

Map 2 of 3

.,RMC Map of Water Use Categories, 
Providence RI Quadrangle (Proposed)

Map 1 of 2 A Compilation of Proposals and 
Plans for the Use of the 
Providence Harbor Shore

Proposed Water Use Category changes for 
the Woonasquatucket and Providence
Rivers

Current industrial and utility companies 
within the Providence Harbor Area.

Deletion of Richmond Square area as 
vacant land, and as vacant or deteriorated 
property and structures. (Refer to Figure 
n-3A for location of proposed 
development, "Riverview Place"). Deletion 
of Fox Point area as vacant land.

RIDOT proposed highway/bridge 
relocation project and proposal for land use 
changes.

Improvements to 1-195 EIS, Hurricane Barrier
Aligiunent - Existing and Proposed Design
Elements

Providence River and Harbor Area - Port 
Facilities

Current proposals and plans including the 
Blackstone River Bikeway, the Blackstone 
Ferry, "Riverview Place", Capital Center 
Projects, RIDOT Memorial Boulevard 
Contract 4 (new docks and dredging), 
RIDOT High Speed Commuter Ferry, 
RIDOT 1-195 Relocation Project and Old 
Harbor Plan, RIDOT 1-195 Relocation 
Project Contract 4 (Doubloon Landing), 
South Water Street Reconstruction and 
Riverwalk, RIDOT East Bay Bike Path 
Contract 6.

CRMC Map of Water Use Categories, 
Prjvidence Rl Quadrangle (Existing)

Municipal Zoning
Seekonk River Area
The Inner Harbor and the Rivers 
Area and the Outer Harbor Area 
Providence River and Harbor 
Area

FIGURE
NO.

Possible Locations for a First Class Boat Launch 
Ramp
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Figure II-2B CRMC Map of lAtetBr 
Categories, Providence Rl 
Quadrangle (Existing)
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Figure 1I-2C
Categories, Provideno»B^''
Quadrangle (Proposed) ■
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Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Program

Providence Quadrangle
a The base of the falls at the city of Pawtucket.

f The base of the falls at the Pawtuxet River.

(

Quadrangle MapsOriginal Edition Page 7

e From the southern side of the Port Edgewood 
breakwater, thence easterly to the dolphin on 
the east side of dredged access channel to Fields 
Point, then southeast to the southern boundary 
of the Mobil Oil Company property in East 
Providence.

g A straight tine running northwesterly from the 
easterly side of the Pawtuxet Cove breakwater 
to the tip of Pawtuxet Neck.

b A straight tine running generally WNW from 
the Union Oil property boundary south of Bold 
Point in East Providence to the westerly 
boundary of India Point Park in Providence.

j The western side of the Park Street bridge over 
the Woonasquatucket River.

h The northern side of the rubble-mound 
connector running easterly from the northeast 
tip of Salter Grove to the Pawtuxet Cove 
breakwater.

d The western edge of the former railroad 
causeway.

c The western edge of the former railroad 
causeway.

i Upstream side of the Fox Point Hurricane
Barrier.
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improvements

.7

Source:

I I DOCKS AND boardwalks 

r» 1 relocated monuments

IIURRICANI'.
BARRIER 

ALIGNMENI'
IMPROV I'M ENTS TO 1-195 E.I.S.

^^Il_

legend
pn development parcels 
I ] aiVERWALKS and pathways 

^1 trees and streetscape I- 

m PARKS AND R O W.

WATER
DREDGED area

□
Lse]

BOAT AND WAI ER TAXI LANDINGS

320 640

■A'.kG-.' .
.■-Sr- ^7

EXlSriNG AND RROPOSED
URBAN DESIGN TJ.EMENTS

160 0 
i~U- 

(lORTH GRAPHIC SCALE

BIGURE 2-13

Rhode Island Department of T.^ansportarion Final Environmental Impact 
Statement & Final Section 4(076(0 Evaluation. Improvements to 1-195. 
Piovidcncc. Rhode Island. Aiip.iist 1996. nni ipr ii_xn



UPPER HARBOR
City o( Pawtucket

FIGURE IMA

Ini vision

f. Bold Point area

NORTH
miles

City of Providence
PitT.nn

City of East Providence

MAP 1 OF 2

0 
L

.25 
—I

1

e. Fox Point area
I. Allens Avenue area 
g. Gull Oil Tank Farm

II. P J W terminal 
(uncompleted)

7:7-7 2 Vacant or deteriorated 
property and structures
a. industrial area
b. snore between Parents 

Marina and Bucklin Point 
Treatment Plant

c. V/ashington Wire/Ckomte 
laciiity: Bird and Sen com­
plex: N.E. Petroleum Tank 
Farm; Getty Pier

Refer to Fgures II-3B, II-4B, and II-4C and the report, 'Providence River And Harbor And 
The Seekonk River, Rhode Island, Debris Removal Feasibility Report Including Environment 
Assessmenr, US Department of the Army, August 1984.

Providence Harbor Areas of 
Concern

— 1 vacant land
a. owned by City of 

Pawtucket
b. owned by State of Rhode 

Island, n. and s. of Bucklin 
Point Treatment Plant

c. northern portion. Riverside 
Cemetery

d. two-mile strip of land along 
shore between Omega Pond 
and Washington Bridge

shoreline debris
Approximate location of par.ly 
or wholly deteriorated structures 
as determined by the U.S. Army 
Corps cf engineers in 1978. 
.May net reflect 1997 conciticns. 
See CR.MC lor updated informa­
tion on specific sites.

rATF._l
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FIGURE

3-12
RGURE II-4B

IMPROVEMENTS
TO

1-195 E.I.S.

CAPITAL CENTER
CURRENT AND REMAINING 

DEVELOPMENT

LEGEND
Q PARCEL NUMBER

CURRENT DEVELOPMENT
□ REMAINING DEVELOPMENT
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PIERS,WHARVES,AND DOCKS

0127> • 137>
41.47-26H 7X-23-S4W 41-47-40H 71-23-OtW

uruJMCs Moau cm xxj vo. 4 11: Ooet C<»d« Ho. 112 Dock Codo Ho. •••

Mrt of PTovidenco. Borxht < and S. Porx of FTwidonco. Mrtha 4. J. 2. aM I.

ujcxrjca qm vxrxxnuvr
abovo L<

Municipal Wharf Municipal uharf

owns *r Pro^Poix, lac.
omum IT

ProaPort, lac

rouoii ro* mci vno

mt dF ccMmocTZCM

Dtioijrrzar
Faco Fact

SlMaaioaa 1.212 1.74O-45O

PapCb Jdoa««lda at KLV bo. 2S-40 33-40

BraaacX*< OtaCaaea bo. 1.213 1.740-430

Tocal >orxklB< Fpaao 1.212 1.740-430Do.

«14cb of Aproa Do. • 3 70 (1 10

laigkt of Pock ac KJr 10.3Do. 10.3

Unliaicad. UnlioiCad.lAod eapacikr (tba. par Jq. r^.}
LlflCod or callqkcad tXQ.htad. Ll9hc«4.

Nona.

Ho. 1 Ho. 2

Loag^ aad viktb 200x122 k 240X100<roaej (00x200

lalgkC Zoalda 20 and 20 23Do.
(Id. FX.J 30.000. nac. 100.000. nac.

bood Capaclcy (tba. par Sd« FC.) UnliaiCad. OnlXBicod.
Carvo Peera

MSCZXMZCXI. kXSPLZM riCZUTZXS

B2XXUZP7 caortcrzowa Hona.

corakT ccMacTZcio

kxrzx IVTOLT (For Vaaaala) Through 2 l/2-inch connactxona. Through 2 1/2-inch connacxxona.

XbXCTtlC couxsrr (For la) A.C.. 110/220 veUa. A.C.. 110/220 volts.
Mydranta. hooa. hand axtxnguxahara. and aacurxty patrol.

ITXlIfcO

ona 4-inch pxpalxnaa also baina avaiXabla. 
F???'***-- ^Q-S TWO

Approxiaataly 0 acraa of opan atoraga araa for scrap 
Mtal ara loeatad at raar of Parth (.

riAMSZT SkXPS 
inabor aad Dsaerlptloa

Via Haw York Avaitua er Tarainal Mead, aacft asphalt. 
30-(0 faat wide.

ca&rt OF zagznzMj vmxsaxr coot 
LATZTdDt LAnZTTOl

Mydranta. besa. hand axtxnguxshars. and aacurity 
patrol.

xxght bank. Frevxdanca kxvar. approxiaataly 1.300 faat 
above lower and of Fialda Feint.

Fzu rtmrcTzar 
(Other Tbaa City)

Via KarDersxda Seulavard. asphalt. 40 faat vide, fro* 
Harraganaatt Boulevard, asphalt. (0 feet wide.

Masonry bulkhead with part concrete-, and part 
asphalt-surfaced, solid fill.

TWO surface tracks on apron, and one platforo-lavel 
track at rear of each transit shad: joins additional 
trackage serving terainal in rear} connect with 
Frovidence ( Worcester kaxlroad.

kecexpc and ahipaent of general cargo: rocoipt of 
luBber. paper products, petreleua products. ligu«fi«d 
petrolauB gas. caustic soda, and liquid latex: 
ahipoant of scrap oatal and waste paper.

Thxpside: Four. 10 by 20: 
kaar: 10 by 10. 
Others: 14 truck stations 
and 7 rail stations.

Shipaent of scrap oetal; occasional receipt and shxpoant 
of general cargo.

Might bank. Frovxdenca Aiver. approxiaately 0.( aile 
.Uv. lower end of Fields Foint.

steel frane. brick wells, asphalt floor; and 
concrete walls, floor and roof.

John J. Orr O son. Texas Castam Products Fipeliae 
Co.. Caorge Kann Co,. Inc.. Fatriot Metals Co.. 
Frovidence Terainal Asaociataa.

Masonry bulkhead with part concrete-, and pert 
asphalt-surfaced, solid fill.

Ona 43-cen. dxesel-electnc. traveling, straight-line 
crane with hingad-cantilevered booo having 100-foot 
outboard reae.h: and 190-foot back reach equipped with 
crange peel bucket for handling scrap oatal. and one 
identical crane used for perforoxng a variety of heavy 
lifts.

Shxpaide: eight. 12 by IS. 
Rear: one. It by 20. 
Horth end: three. 12 by IS. 
South end: one. 12 by IS.

Floor kroa for Cargo

So. 1: 
HO. 2:

T-vas go,; Two 10-inch. 
LF-gas pipelines extend froa wharf to oaa 400.000- 
barrel. storage tank at rear.
Approxioataly 12 acres of asphalt-surfaced, opan 
storage area are available on wharf and in rear.

Fatrxot Hatals Co.: One 200- and one tSO-ton. dlasal. 
crawler cranes, each with 120-foot booc John J. Orr fc 
Son. Inc.: Ona 120-con. diesel, crawler crane with
100-foot booo. Additional eguipoant is available on a 
rental basis as required.

a?-e; Tbroo 10-inch 
pipelines extend from wharf to 13 stool storage tanks, 
total capacity 440.000 barrels.

wg..- t, Co.. !-c.; Ona t-inch. caustic soda 
pipeline extends froa wharf to 2 steel storage tanks 
at rear, total capacity 1.(00.000 gallons. One (-inch 
pipeline extends to 3 latex storage tanks, total 
capacity 1.200.000 gallons, in addition to one <- and



PIERS,WEARVES.AKD DOCKS

ICL cm,0137,
7:-23*22V 41-47>54H41-47«40H 71.23.2<W4i-4:-5iK71-23-ltW

I3dC& Cdd« Ko. (73 :n ZozK Co4« Ko. 171unwru ow m? vo. < :i3 Dost Cod« Ko. 174

KXXX Sun Co.. Frovidone* Toratnol docM.
rziftol

ILocxriaw ov vxnxzxovr

25 T«r=:r»al Roai2, 7«riXMl Xoad25 Tarxinal Xoad

Nudton Tarzxnal Corp.QVXU IT IIflc

L^ohigh Fortiand C«s«nc Co.Hudaon Tarxznal Corp.OFIXATU IT

ruiFoss rox vi:cx ostp I
Kaaor.ri* ^.;Ik.*\tad ao^:d !;H.Kaaonry bulkload with arp?»alt-nrs or coKTTXffCTicaf

axrUetd. aciid Jill. I
IDSiOUmCM

racoFae*Face

3503(4(00(F' •tj I21Pa^h Jdoaoalda aC XL.* 21 30Po.

350314Iraaacl&o Plataoc* (00Pe.

350Total XaCXhioO Fpaea 314Po. (00 I30I Cpan. Cpar..vidtX ot Aprofi Po.

:o.5:c.5XalQbt of Pack ac XUr :c.5Po.

UnlXBiced.cad.Load Capacity (L^a. par Ft.} UnliBittd. ILiohtad.t:cr.:ad.Lighted or Pallghtad •.-.p.-.cad.

Cna a;aa2. hcaa.iar.dl;.’.p Lcwar v.ihnCZXKlCXL XXKPLXVQ yjlCZLLTZt, Kona.
alaccrica’.ly-cparaxai. *.rivaling
.hoia*. Jsr .landXin; 2 .loaaa. I

I
Kona.XJULMAT CO»0flC7:0WS Nona.

ItzorvxT co»oacT:oMa

Through t»*o C-inch Hnaa.Through 2 ;.'2-:nch ccr-iacc;cr..viTtx xorrLT la)(ror Vaa,

i A.C.. 220/440 velta.tLXCTXIC CTXAZ>C (For Vaaaala) A.C.. i:C/550 volta. Kena.

IXXAAXS

;r. rear.

I

Foan ayataa at tanaa. hydra.iti. 
hoaa. a.id ha.id axcinguiahars.

Kaaor-n* Pvllthaad wit.h aolid iillj 
;rohca< by ticPar !ar.4ar ayataa.

Xacaipc oj aap.iaU by vaaaal A.**.d 
barga.

Cna alaccric. eaac-a.nd-boo£ darrict 
!or ha.'xdling hoaa.

Xaeaipt of patrolau* producta by 
barga.

H)*drant in raar, hoaa. and hand 
axcinguiahara.

►

Hydrant, hoaa. and hand 
axtinguia.hara.

Xig.ht ba.i'c. Frevidanca Xtvar. 
appreiiBataly ona cila aPeva lowar 
and of rialdo Foinc.

Hudaon Tanunal Corp.. Frovidanca 
vharf.

r:w pxoTxsTioA- 
(Other Thea City)

Flant traekaga in rear ccnnacta vit.h
Fre\*}danca ( Worcaatar Xaiiroad.

Via road. aap.%aU. (5 !aat wida. 
fro« Tarxinal load, aapnalt. 50 faat 
wide.

Right bar.t. Froi’idanca Xivar. 
approxixataly 0., ctla aPov’a lowar 
and of rtalda Foiet.

j Tnroug.l one 2" inch iine.

Via road, eapnalt. (5 faat wide, 
froa TarKinal load, aapha'.t. 50 faat 
Vida.

Ona IC’inch pipalina axtanda (roe 
vharf to 4 conerata. caxnt atoraga 
ailoa. total capacity 5.400 tona. 
Vaaaala ara aguippad with pnaunatic 
ayata* for unloading eaoant. Faca 
of wharf la eontiguoua with Xaf Hot. 
114 and 116.

Xig.ht ba.nk, Frowidanca Xivar. 
approxixataly 0.9 ctla above lower 
and of Fialda Foint.

Via road, eaphalt. (5 faat wide, 
froa Tarxinal Road. aap.ialt. 50 faat 
Vida.

tahigh Fortland Caeant Co.. 
FTovidanc* “

Three I-. two anc two 4>inch
pipalinaa extend fr&c wnarf to ( 
ataal atcraga tanka in raar. total 
capacity 132.000 barrala. Rail car 
end truck*loading recfca ara located 

Face of wnarf la ccntigu- 
oua with Xaf. Soa. 112 a.nd 114.

FiuaPorL Inc

Sun Co.. Inc. (R ( K)

Receipt of bulk caoar.t b)* 
aalf•unloading vaaaal.

coxFi OF xargnrxxxj vxtzxvxt csos 
LATITTOX U>dXTTPl

Two (•inc.b ptpalinea extend fros 
wharf to 5 ataal. aapnalt atcraga 
tanka at raar. total capacity 
245.500 barrala. Cil-rpill 
apaerption Batarial. truck 
acala. and office ara located in 
raar of wharf. Face of vCiarf la 
eontiguoua with Xaf Hoa. 123 a.nd 
115.



PlERS,WHARVES,AOT DOCKS

OXJ7t
7;-2j-Jiw 41-4I-07X<1-47-5,H4t-47-5«.M 7:-23-atw 71-23-<3v

Ooefc Cod* »i9 litmUTX&naci MCXBU car xm vo. < Z>^». Cdd« Sa. 170:i« O»ek C«d« Ho. 70C

Algon^an UC whar.*.XXXI

LocA?sotf ax vxTBxnuarr

520 Allens Avonuo121 Tsrairul Mood137 Tersxnsl Rcod
Mrovidonee Cat Co. Star CAtorpriso.CVVU >T Independent Ce^nt Corp.

AlgonQiin tsc. Inc. Star Cnterpriao.cviiuru IT :r.deper.dent Cesent Carp.

rouool FQB nxcx ciia

rrri or coxothoctxcx

SBScAxr?:o(
race race aid* upper aid.race

<54 <00 n910210Creetl

29 39 29 29Depth Uoeoolde at MIX So.

<90 <00 720BceaotXag Olataac* 210So.
450 <00 720Total BarxUac /paca 213So.

Cpen.V14th o< Aproa So. •n.Cpen.

12Xaltfbt o( Sack at )C.V 12Do.

toad Capacity (the. par S^. rt.) Unliavted.

Lxs.^ted. Lighted.Ughtad or C&llgktad Lighted.

Sone.aCZAXZCJlL kAMSLXm rACXUTXlk

.Sene.Hone.MXXUrxr CQMrSCTZQXt Sone.

Bocvxr caancTZQMS

TTirovg.h <-i.n&h line.TTiroug.n 2 i/2-incn line.Througn j/i-jnc.*! li.Te.«xm kvrrLT {^er

A.C.. 220 volts. Sone.XUCTXZe CCMXX? (Tor Veaeala) X.C., no volts.

Hand extinguishers.

xzxxxxs

k

\

Kydra.nt8. hooe. (oaa cennectieno to 
water line, and hand extinguishers.rxM raotxcTXcx 

(Other Than Cltyl

Via driveway, concrete. 15 (eet 
wide, irea Terainal koad. aspnalt. 
50 (eet wide.

One 12-inch. water line and 
hydrants.

Via driveway, concrete. 30 Jeet 
vide, (roa Terainal koad. asphalt. 
30 (eet wide. a.nd Allens Avenue.

Via driveway, asphalt. 20 (eet wide 
(rea Allens Avenue, asphalt. <0 (ee 
wide.

Tvo !<•.* two 12-. one 10-. three I- 
and two <-inch pipelines extend (rc. 
lower side of pier to 2t steel 
storage tanks at teminal in rear, 
total capacity 1.900.000 barrels.

Might bank. Providence Miver. 
approxiaately I.I aile aoove lower 
end o( fields ?eir.t.

Masonry stcne bulkhead with solid 
fill; fronted by tiaber fender 
systea and floating, cocposite 
rubber buntpers.

Cne electric winch on elevated 
platfora (cr ha.idlir.3 hose.

Steel sheet pile bulkhead with part 
concrete-surfaced, solid fill.

Meceipt of liquefied natural gas. 
(See Meoarks.}

Might bank, rrovidence Miver. 
approsiBotely 1.2 aile above lower 
end of fields heint.

At tl»e of survey (19,21. wnarf had 
not been used for receiving product 
for 15 years, however was being 
saintair.ed in operational status, 
cne 12-inc.h pipeline extends froa 
wharf to one (OO.OOO-barrel 
capacity, steel storage tank in 
rear. Face of wharf is contiguous 
with Met. HO. IK.

Timber pile, steel-decked, offshore 
pier having undocked center portion 
with <<•• by 19-foot. tinber pile, 
concrete-decked approach; lower eid< 
fronted by 3 tinber pile, concrete­
decked. breasting platforoa.

Meceipt and shipment of petroleua 
products: fueling vessels.

keceipt of bulk cenent by self­
unloading vessel.

Slneaeloao

Might bank. Providence Miver. 
approxiaately 4.7 aile below rex 
Feint.

Star Lhserprise. Harbor ^function 
Fler,

fhdependenc Ceaent Corp.. Providence 
Teratnal Wharf.

COMTS or USQXXkXU VX7SMVXT COOX 
LA;X?O3I tOlQZTOCk

Cne steel, hese-handling tower on 
lower side with I electric, 
traveling heists on four 19-foot 
boeas.

T-*o 12-inch pipelines extend froo 
wnarf to one sceel storage co»e and 
< concrete siles at rear, total 
capacity 23.555 tens. Vessels are 
equipped wnth p.netoatic systea for 
u.hloading ceaent. Face of wharf is 
contiguous witn kef. Sos. 125 and 
127.



PIZRS.VHAKVZS.AKD DOCKS I
o:j7>

I71-34-OlW <t.4l>)7N71.23-5tw41>4I-3<K 4I-44-J5S 71<34«O7V
unuarcs vckxim w ioj vo. < 3ocK Cod« So. 430 130 DocM Cado Ho. (00

Fronot M«rxn« $«rv:c««XXM3

IuxATZOv at

144 All«nt AvoRuo343 Aliens Avenue 170 Allen* Avenue

ISpraffue Lnergy Corp.Prozei Kerx.ie Service* Corp.CWID IT

Spr«7ue Inerpy Corp.CrtAATZO >T ProRet Kerine Service* Corp.

Irox/osi roM nici cjip

ITTTl OF COMmOCTIOM

I
ISSSCJUFTZai

upper side Side* side Upper sideLower side r*eerece

37 500 500:o 40. eaei.130 S»(91»*AeXoae (F«eC)

I3740 13-14P»pck Alo«c«lde ec )C.it ItPe. 31-37

(00 w, iolp.-.xn*.59(treeetlao Ple^aace Po. 133 57(

tOCJuL Aerchl&O rpeee 133 57( (00Pe. 59( Iopen.vidch oi Apron 5 and 10 (0 40Po. epen.

I.lcht e< P««A at MXV 12 11Po.

300 400Load Capacity (Lbe. *e« F^.) 400 ILlp.hted.-.’.Ch’-ed.Lighted or Cnllgtted Lichzed.

nClAXTCXL lAXPLZMO FACZUTIZt .'4cne.

I
ISone.KAjurAT CcaortCTICWJ Hon*. .Sone.

liOTOT coaoacTZcwt I
T7irau9h 2 1/3-inch line.Throup.l 2 1/3-inc.*, ii.ne c.n snore.Through t-ir.e.h line.TXTXX JVTFLT

IXUC7UC CPAXDTT (For Veaaele) Hone..sone.

I2ZXXXXJ

I
I

520 
w/platfore.

*y*t*« ac xants and hand 
erxingux sners.

CSILM OF ZMZmU VATZXVAT COSS 
LAJITTPS LOmiTTOS

FTXS rxorrCTicM 
(ocher Thea City)

Horxhea*Z Petroleio Ccrp.. 
Frovidence Tercinal ?ler.

TitPer pile, concrete-dected pier, 
wic.h a 2(* by 33-!oot. tiaber pile. 
concrexe-deeXed pletServ lodeted 19 
(eex Iroe ouxar end conneexed by 
caxwelk.

Sprar-e £.nerpy Corp.. Frovidence 
Terwinal Fxer.

aeceipt and •.hipaeni o* pexroleua 
preduexs; bunkering vessels. 
Aeceipx of salx and Cipsu» rock by 
aelf-u.nloedinc vessel.

Meceipx q( pexroleis preduexs by 
vessel a.nd barge.

Cne 10-. c.ne I-. a.“d one (-;.“.c-*. 
pipelines extend Iron pier to • 
sxeel storage xa.nks ax xerainal in 
rear, xexal capacity 179.000 
barrel*.

Tvo perxasle receiving hoppers on 
pier are served by a 54-inc.h. 
eleexric. belt conveyor extending to 
portable stacker at open storage 
area on s.hore in rear; rate 1.000 
tons per hour.

Via driveway, aspnalt. 15 feet wide, 
frea Allens Avenue, aspnalx. (0 (eet 
wide.

A.C.. 110/320/410 volts at 800 
aaperea.

Steel-!ran* building on pier is used 
for repair s.nops. storage, and 
office. Open storage area in rear 
has capacity for approxiaaxely 
200.000 tons of Mxerial. Kooile 
boat lift uses 2 parallel. 90- by 
5-fooc piers with J3-fooc clearance 
extending froa steel sheet pile 
bulkhead on upper side of pier.

Cpen storage area la rear has 
BajKiBua capacity for 200.000 tons of 
aaterial or a norskal working 
capacity of 90.000 tens. One 19-. 
and one 13-inch pipeline* extend 
froa pier to 4 steel storage tanks 
ax rear, total capacity <*(,000 
barrels: icw pipelines ar* used for 
bunkering vessels. In addition, one 
12-inch pipeline extends Jroai th* 
for*er HarraganseXX tlecxric Co. 
•Tiarf on ad^aeenx preperxy to ( 
sxeel storage tanks ax xersinal. 
total capacity 32*.000 barrels. 
Tankage i* served priaarxly by 
pipeline.

7ir.ber pile, asphalt-surfaced, 
concrete-decked pier; fronted by 
xir.ber pile fender*.

Might bank. Providence Axver. 
approxiaately 1.000 feet belov Fox 
Foinx.

Might banc. Providence kiver. 
approxiaately 0.5 *ile below Fox 
Point.

Via driveway, asphalt, li feet wide. 
fz*o» Allens Avenue, asp.'ialt. (0 feet 
wide.

Receipt and shipaent of siscella- 
neous dry bulk cosaodixie*. 
including scrap »etal a.nd salt; 
eooring vessels for repair, 
outfitting. a.nd conversion.

Via driveway, asphalt. 20 f*ex wide, 
froa Allen* Avenus. asphalt. (0 (sat 
vide.

Sorxheast Petroleum. 3iv;sicn of 
Cargill. Ins.

I 520 

f"

w«cer line, .-.ydrants, hose. a.nd hand 
extinguisnera.

Vater line, hydrant, .nose. ha.nd 
extinguis.Ser*. and foas systesi at 
tanks.

one 150- and one 130-ton. diesel, 
crawler era.nes. with 110- a.nd
100-foot booas. respectively; one 
30-ton. diesel. »obile hoist; one 
10-e.bic yard, diesel, front-end 
loaoer; J portable truce-loading 
hoppers; and on* l(0-ton. dieeel- 
hydraulic. aobile, vertical boat 
lift.

Sock Cod* So. (10 I 121

I 5,.
I 37

Tiskber pile, ccncrtte-deeced. 
offshore platfora. with S’O-foox. 
xiRber pipeline trestle and catwalk 
approac.h f;^ shcre: a 3L9-foet 
catwelk extends e.ha.*i.x*lward froa the 
platfcrr. to a w«rping dolphin at the 
outer end: lower aid* of pi«r i* 
fronted by a row cf xixber pile 
breasting dolphins and 2 tieber 
aooring dolphins, locatsd north of 
pier. a.nd connected by xiRber 
catwelks.

.Northeast Petroleua. Civiiicn of
Cargill. Inc.

(For V«ee«ls]

Might bank. Providence M;ver. 
approxiaately 0.3 cile below Fox 
Point.
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0137Joun
7l-2J*StW 4l-4^-02X 7l*23-3tw

umxMcs wniK at xx/ »o. 4 122 123Cad* so. 300 Dock Cod* ^<o. 430

xxa Block UlAnd forry Uandinc.•«.S: C; wn.

LooirxoM OM viTkxnuavr

India Point parkI India Strwc

own IT Prevtd«nc* Staazooac Co.
ProtPort, lac.

XnC*r*tat* navigation Co.OPXJUTU BT

ronpOBB poR rixci oan

rm or c»»TWCTxe«

BUCUPTXW
Caat lac**J«at lac* Pac*

3001»***lo«* 312(F**C> 401

1<0«0CM Jdoagold* at XL« 13Do. 20

70 w/dolphiA.Sr«a*Cl*O 01*taac« 332400So.

iOOTotal WrOla* Do. 400

23width of Xpro* Cp«n a.nd 3.Do.

II«Xaht o< Dock at XL* Do. 19

Load Capacity (Lh*. par B^. Pt.)

unlighc*d.Ughtad or C&llgktad Uig.>t*d.

ncuuncu. ujatzM rAc::.XT:zB .Mon*..Mon*.

Son*.xx:Ln.7 eauac;:o» Son*.

COnXT CCWlCTloyB

TJirocgh 4«inc.*i li.n*.vxwi mfzr (Por V«a*«l*) TSroug.*! 2-u:ca U=*.

A.C.. 119/223 volta. A.C.. 119 volta.ZLXCTUe CClArwy (Por V«**ola)

Hand *ztinguiah*r>.

RSOLRXJ

PXM mncrxar 
(0O*r Than City)

.Mooring cc8t*nyo*n»d v«as*Ls and 
bargoa.

Provid«nc* Staaaiooat Co. and 
SaadoatB. Inc.

Via X.ndia $cr*«t. arpnalt. 30 loot 
wid*.

Tiabor pil*. tiBb*r-d*ck*d. ollshor* 
«ftar( with 43- by 12-loot approach: 
on* tiKbor broasting dolphin in lin* 
with fac* on •ach aid*.

Right bank ol S*«konk Riv*r. 
approxiaataly 2.000 l«*t *a*t o( 
fox Point.

7*r«inal for paa«*ng*r f*rry to 
Hovport and Block Xaland. Rhod* 
Xoland.

Providanci

Sout.h and w««t aid** of Pox Point at 
conflu*nc* of Saaxonc and PTovtd*nc* 
Riv*rs.

7iBb*r ptl*. cenc?*t*-«urfac*d. 
tiab*r-d*ck*d wharf; partly fronting 
>t*«l ah**t pil* bulkhaad with port 
concr*t*-«urfac*d Mild fill on w*at 
•id*; both aid** partly Irontad by 
tlnb«r f*nd*r wyo^w.

Tcwboat dispatch offic* la Iccatad 
at r*ar.

C0RP9 OP DmiwRu nninr coot 
LATXTCOt WHOITVSt

P«rry oparat** b«tw««n .Am* 22nd and 
Labor Day.

I
I IJO 

r“

Via drivaway. argttalt. 12 fa*t w.d*. 
fro Xndia 7tr**t. cmcrat* block. 
30 f**t wid*.





A Member of the Berger Group

i

February 26, 1998

Attn; Sam Shamoon

Re: City of Providence - Harbor Management Plan, SAM Plan Update

Dear Thom:

Encl.

Joe Pratt, Louis Berger & Associates, Inc.cc:

1

The objective of this project has been the delivery of a draft Harbor Management Plan. Public 
participation is a key paramenter in CRMC’s final approval process. This document will serve 
as the appropriate first step in developing consensus.

It has been a pleasure compiling this document as the City of Providence plans for future use of 
its marine resources. I would be pleased to discuss with you any opportunities to serve the city 
as the plan is submitted for public review.

Louis Berger & Associates, Inc. is pleased to submit twenty copies of the Harbor Management 
Plan/SAM Plan Update. This document reflects review comments received February 2. Also 
enclosed is Sam’s copy of the draft of Section 4 and electronic files of text, photos and graphics.

Mr. Thomas Deller, Deputy Director
City of Providence
Department of Planning and Development
400 Westminster Street
Providence RI 02903

Sincerely;
LOUIS BERGER & ASSOCIATES, INC.

\ Louis Berger & Associates, Inc. 
' 295 Promenode Street, Providence, RI 02908 

T; Tel 401.521.5980 • Fax 401.331.8956

EnGINECIS • PlANNESS • SCIEHIISEE • ECONOMISTS • 4«CHXfOlOG;srs

Pamela Morey Okolita, Project Manager 
Principal Envirorunental Planner



Providence, Rhode Island

February 27, 1998

in association with
Pare Engineering Corporation
Barbara Sokoloff Associates 
Beckman/Weremay, Ltd.

prepared by
Louis Berger & Associates, Inc.

/or
City of Providence
Department of Planning and Development

Draft
Harbor Management Plan
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I. 
IT

f

The key component of the Harbor Management Plan is the formation of the City of Providence 
Rivers and Harbor Commission, charged with implementing the recommendations of this plan. 
Other key functions of this commission would be to manage city piers and parks along the 
waterfront and to update state and local laws and ordinances to reflect current demands on the 
harbor.

The City of Providence has made remarkable strides in reinvigorating the water-based resources 
of this harbor city. Located at the confluence of several rivers, at the head of Narragansett Bay, 
the City has enjoyed a nautical heritage throughout history. Although this heritage has become 
less important in previous decades for the movement of cargo, its importance for recreation and 
marine transportation have increased dramatically in recent years.

Section 1 
Executive Summary

Although CRMC guidance was followed in the crafting of this plan and CRMC approval is 
necessary for implementation, local participation is key to formulating the recommendations 
presented. A wide range of harbor users and regulators were consulted in the development of 
this plan. An active citizen participation effort, directed toward soliciting a broad range of 
comments, is required to formulate the final harbor management plan.

The City of Providence requires a CRMC approved Harbor Management Plan as a tool in 
directing waterfront growth as it meets challenges for new docks, maintenance dredging, 
designation of single-use water areas, or improvement of water quality. This Harbor Management 
Plan offers the City a tool to meet these planning objectives. Appended to this document is an 
update of the Providence Harbor Special Area Management (SAM) Plan. An update of the SAM 
plan is required for CRMC approval of the Harbor Management Plan.

In response to increasing pressures and multiple conflicts over existing water resource uses, the 
State of Rhode Island has empowered the Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC) to 
enact regulations and planning programs designed to proactively stimulate coastal communities 
to develop comprehensive municipal harbor management plans (HMPs). Submerged lands, 
coastal resources, and tidal waters of the state are subject to the State of Rhode Island’s 
jurisdiction. These areas are owned by the State and held in trust for the public. The approval 
of municipal harbor management regulations and plans is regulated under Section 3(X). 15 of the 
Coastal Resource Management Program. This section establishes that “all rules or management 
functions that apply to the use of tidal waters adjacent to a municipality” are considered municipal 
Harbor Regulations and are subject to review and approval by the CRMC.

I
i
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Imagine ....

...All this will be possible in Providence within the next few years.

February 27, 1998Draft Plan
3

Through implementation of this Harbor Management Plan, the City of Providence is providing 
a framework to guide the rebirth of Providence Harbor. Within the past decade the City has made 
remarkable progress in implementing a fundamental shift back towards the rivers and the ocean 
after years of neglect. Those who live, work and visit in the City of Providence can once more 
claim Narragansett Bay, the Providence River, the Seekonk River, the Woonasquatucket River, 
and the Moshassuck River as jewels of the Ocean State.

Spending a day sailing in the outer harbor or rowing on the Seekonk River, followed by 
a water taxi ride to Corliss Landing for a bite to eat on South Water Street. Imagine a 
gondola ride to Gardner Jackson Park to pick up a few things at the RISD bookstore, 
before boarding the Blackstone ferry for the trip back to Pawtucket. Or imagine coming 
to Newport for a convention and spending the day in Providence, with transportation via 
a high speed ferry up Narragansett Bay. Imagine taking a Boston whaler up from 
Warwick to Waterplace to see Water Fire on a beautiful summer evening. Or imagine 
a barge of new automobiles destined for Providence-area car dealerships or oil being 
barged directly to tanks along the Port of Providence without being off-loaded in the 
lower bay because of silting in the federal channel.

Through the significant public works projects both underway and on the drawing board, the City 
is poised to strengthen its position as a center of commerce and industry as well as an important 
tourist destination. And due to the geographical location of the City at the head of Narragansett 
Bay, it is integral that Providence set the pace for future urban waterfront development for all of 
Rhode Island’s coastal communities.

This Harbor Management Plan provides the City of Providence a tool to enable current and future 
waterside users safe, equitable access to open waters, parks, marinas, and piers and wharves in 
the port. The purpose of this Harbor Management Plan is to manage the in-water activities, in 
accordance with the CRMC's Guidelines for the Development of Municipal Harbor Management 
Plans and incorporating the City's enabling legislation. The Harbor Management Plan will assist 
the City's land-side development by virtue of the in-water activities.

Section 2 
Vision Statement
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The Harbor Management Plan provides the city with a tool to direct the use of harbor resoun 
complementing several projects which are already proposed, underway or completed, 
proposed relocation and construction of a new Providence River Bridge south of the Hunic 
Barrier will re-route interstate traffic out of residential neighborhoods and the Jewelry Dist 
downtown, and will re-establish pedestrian access to 45 acres of waterfront.

The Port of Providence and Beyond This includes all of the area which4s legally defi 
as the responsibility of the City of Providence which lies south of the aforementioned O; 
Harbor.

The Outer Harbor This includes the area outside of the Fox Point Hurricane Barrier, 
along the shoreline of India Point Park to the Washington Bridge, then southerly along 
East Providence city line to what is now or formerly known as the Wilkes-Barre Pier, 
southern edge of the area is defined by an imaginary line extending from the Wilkes-Bt 
Pier west to the terminus of Henderson Street.

This Harbor Management Plan addresses both immediate and future improvements to water tra 
congestion, ±ereby benefiting short-term and long-term usability of these resources. A goa 
the project would be to reduce potential conflicts in water usage while maximizing the benefit 
multiple use of the Harbor.

The Seekonk River This Includes the area which is contained by a line which extends f 
the Pawtucket city line to the north, the East Providence city line to the east, and 
Washington Bridge (1-195) to the south.

The relocation of Interstate 195 will have a dramatic impact on both waterfront development 
on water borne traffic. The redevelopment of the Port of Providence will continue. There ' 
soon be water taxis traveling in and out of the inner harbor area. All of these projects helj 
fulfill the goals of mitigating traffic congestion and improving air quality in Providence (Cin 
Providence, 1997).

The Inner Harbor and the Rivers This area consists of all tidal areas on the interior of 
Fox Point Hurricane Barrier, including the Providence River, the Old Harbor a 
Waterplace Park, the Woonasquatucket River, and the Moshassuck River.

The purpose of the Harbor Management Plan is to control land side and water side developn 
along the Providence. Moshassuck, Woonasquatucket and Seekonk Rivers in four separate 
integral project areas which define the Harbor:



r

LOmS BERGER & ASSOCIATES. WC.
FIGURE 1

Source: Louis Berger & Associoles. Inc. Scale: f = JOOO' June, 1997

PROVIDENCE HARBOR 
PROJECT AREA WATER LIMITSCTTY OF PROVPENCE

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING ANO DEVELOPMENT
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1998 1999 2000 2001Implementation Items 2002

• = ongoing, o = to be implemented

A. HARBOR COMMISSION

PCC O

ccc

cs, cc o

February 27, 1998Draft Plan
7

Formulation of a meaningful Harbor Management Plan for the City of Providence requires that 
numerous players on the waterfront accept the recommendations of the plan and that various city 
and state departments and agencies take stewardship for implementation.

Section 3 
Implementation Strategy

The following table summarizes the tasks and the responsibilities required to bring the plan to 
fruition. Years have also been identified to present a scope on the time frames required. The 
Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council requires that approved Harbor Management 
Plans be updated every five years; a five year time frame is therefore presented.

As indicated, formation of a Rivers and Harbor Commission is a key component of the plan. 
Many tasks are the responsibility of this mayor-appointed commission. Successful implementation 
of this Harbor Management Plan requires involvement from several key city agencies and 
departments including the Providence City Council, the Department of Planning and 
Development, the Department of Public Parks, the Department of Public Works, and the 
Providence Police Department Harbor Patrol. Participation from key state agencies is also 
essential to the success of this plan. These agencies include the Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management Office of Law Enforcement and Division of Water Resources, the 
Coastal Resources Management Council, the Rhode Island Department of Transportation, the 
Rhode Island Public Transit Authority, and the Public Utilities Commission.

A-l Create Providence Rivers and 
Harbor Commission

Responsible
Party/Agency

Responsible Party/Agency; R&HC = Rivers and Harbor Commission, , PCC = Providence City Council, CS = City 
Solicitor, HP = Providence Police Department Harbor Patrol. DPP = Department of Public Parks,
DPD = Department of Planning and Development, DPW = Department of Public Works, PAD = Providence City 
Assessors Department, CRMC = Coastal Resources Management Council, CCC = City Chaner Commission, PUC = 
Public Utilities Commission

A-2 Consider including the R&HC into 
the City Chaner

A-3 Amend Chapter 11 of Municipal 
Ordinance to reflect HMP
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Implementation Items 1998 1999 2000 2001

ongoing, o = to be implemented• =

R&HC

B. REGULATORY JURISDICTION

R&HC O

DPP, R&HC O

O

o

PUC

C-1

Mayor, PCC O

DPP, R&HCC-3 Create pier regulations for multi-use O

C-4 Enforce “no wake’’ speeds

R&HCC-5 Investigate need for single use areas o

R&HC O

R&HC

R&HC

February 27, .Draft Plan
S

C-7 Investigate need and demand for 
transient anchorage areas

C. MULTI-USE OF PROVIDENCE 
RIVERS

A-4 Coordinate with CRMC
Subcommittee on Urban Pons and Harbors

C-6 Investigate need and demand for 
moorings

Responsible Party/Agency: R&HC = Rivers and Harbor Commission, , PCC = Providence City Council, CS = C 
Solicitor, HP = Providence Police Depanment Harbor Patrol, DPP = Depanment of Public Parks, 
DPD = Department of Planning and Development, DPW = Department of Public Works, PAD = Providence City 
Assessors Depanment, CRMC = Coastal Resources Management Council, CCC = City Chaner Commission, PUC 
Public Utilities Commission

Promote and enforce safe boating 
standards

C-8 Coordinate with CRMC to delineate 
locations for Water Fire braziers

B-2 Establish regulations for waterfront 
facilities at inner harbor parks

B-4 Determine jurisdiction in undefined 
federal chaimel; develop memorandum of 
agreement between Providence and East 
Providence

C-2 Appomt the Rivers and Harbor 
Commission

B-1 Update Chapter 11 of Municipal 
Ordinances to assure marine safety

Responsible
Party/Agency

B-3 Revise RIGL to limit Providence 
jurisdiction to waters north of Cranston

HP, R&HC,
RIDEM Marine Safetv

R&HC, State Legislature, 
CRMC

HP. R&HC,
RIDEM Marine Safety

R&HC, East Providence, 
PCC

B-5 License water taxi and ferry service
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1998Implementation Items 1999 2000 2001 2002

■» »

• = ongoing, o = to be implemented

D. PUBLIC ACCESS
PAD O

R&HC O

R&HC O

R&HC, PAD

R&HC, DPD, DPP O

E. WATER QUALITY
PCC, CS, R&HC O

R&HC, HP

PCC, CS, R&HC O

PCC, DPD, DPP, R&HC

PCC, CS, R&HC O

PCC, Building Depanment

R&HC, DPD

Draft Plan February 27. 1998
9

D-1 Investigate legal status of ROW 
ownership

E-5 Develop harbor ordinance to enforce 
“no discharge zone”

E-3 Prohibit liveaboards at marinas 
without pump-out facilities

E-7 Review and comment on CRMC 
permits regarding environmental impacts

D-2 Nominate paper streets to CRMC as 
designated rights-of-way to tidal areas

D-5 Investigate feasibility of boat launch 
construction at Oxford Street

E-6 Require Best Management Practices 
on land and at marinas

Responsible
Party/Agency

D-4 Prevent further abandonment of 
ROWS to reflect RIOL 46-23-6.2

E-4 Suppon RIDEM efforts to establish 
City waters as a “no discharge zone”

E-1 Develop harbor ordinance to reflect 
RIOL 46-12-39 through 46-12-41

D-3 Develop public access at designated 
ROWS

Responsible Party/Agency: R&HC = Rivers and Harbor Commission, , PCC = Providence City Council, CS = City 
Solicitor, HP = Providence Police Department Harbor Patrol, DPP = Department of Public Parks,
DPD = Depanment of Planning and Development, DPW = Department of Public Works, PAD = Providence City 
Assessors Department, CRMC = Coastal Resources Management Council, CCC = City Charter Commission, PUC = 
Rablic Utilities Commission

E-2 Coordinate enforcement of RIGL 46- 
12-39
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Implementation Items 1998 1999 2000 2001

• = ongoing, o = to be implemented

F. WATER USE CONSISTENCY WITH LAND USE

R&HC, PCC O

R&HC, PCC O

DPD O

G. NAVIGATION

G-1 Appoint Commissioner of Wrecks PCC, R&HC O

RIDOT O

O

PCC, DPP, DPD

G-5 PCC, DPW

PCC, DPW

G-7 Suppon CSO abatement project Mayor, PCC, DPD, DPP

R&HC, DPW O

R&KC O

February 27,Draft Plan
10

F-3 Create Waterfront Downtown (W-D) 
zone

G-4 Suppon Army Corps of Engineers 
in demolition of abandoned rail bridge

Instinite semi-annual street 
sweeping in Woonasquatucket River 
watershed.

G-2 Maintenance dredging of Waterplace 
Park after mall/ramp construction

Responsible Party/Agency: R&HC = Rivers and Harbor Commission, , PCC = Providence City Council, CS = ( 
Solicitor, HP = Providence Police Department Harbor Patrol, DPP = Department of Public Parks,
DPD = Department of Planning and Development, DPW = Department of Public Works, PAD = Providence City 
Assessors Department, CRMC = Coastal Resources Management Council, CCC = City Charter Commission, PUC 
Public Utilities Commission

G-3 Amend municipal harbor ordinance 
to limit vessel speed

G-8 Investigate dredging upstream of 
Eagle Street Dam

Responsible
Party/Agency

F-l Request CRMC designation change 
east of Park Street and north of the Fox 
Point Hurricane Barrier on the 
Woonasquanicket and Providence Rivers

G-9 Coordinate with CRMC to develop 
dredging maintenance plan

G-6 Institute regularly scheduled catch 
basin maintenance

PCC, CS, R&HC, HP, 
RIDEM

F-2 Request CRMC designation change 
west of Park Street on Woonasquanicket 
River
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Concerns expressed by these users of Providence harbor waters were then assessed in accordance 
with existing state and municipal regulations and policies. The issues identified by this divergent 
group are identified below. Findings or current conditions are documented for each issue, 
together with municipal Policies. Objectives are further identified to provide goals for the city 
to work toward implementing. Issues presented frequently address conflicts identified in the 
Findings discussion. Implementation Strategies, summarized in Section 3, provide guidance for 
city departments and others to achieve a viable, attractive, and safe harbor for all marine users 
in Providence.

Balanced and compatible shoreline use (see F. Water Use Consistency with Land Use) 
Increased recreational opportunities and public access (see C. Multi-use of Providence 
Waters, D. Public Access)
Port development (see C. Multi-use of Providence Waters)
Improved water quality (see E. Water Quality)
Coordination and consultation (see A. Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission)

Outlined below are a series of issues identified through contact with those involved with harbor 
issues. Input was solicited from municipal departments including the Department of Planning and 
Development, the Department of Public Parks, the Harbor Patrol of the Providence Police 
Department, Department of Public Works, Port Commission, ProvPort, Inc. and Emergency 
Response Committee. On the state level, input was sought from the Rhode Island Department of 
Environmental Management (RIDEM) Marine Safety Enforcement Division and Water Resources 
Division, RI Department of Transportation (RIDOT), Capital Center Project, and the Public 
Utilities Commission. Recreational interests contacted included the Narragansett Boat Club, the 
Brown University Boat Club, and the Community Boating Center. Commercial marine operations 
contacted included Capt. Joe Dempsey, local marinas, Baer Canoe Rentals, Interstate Navigation, 
and port interests.

Section 4
Issues, Findings, Policies, Objectives, and Implementation Strategy

The Providence Department of Planning and Development has identified a number of issues to be 
addressed for management of harbor resources in the city. Key among the issues is the question 
of who sets policy and is in charge of the harbor management area. Many municipal regulations 
are outdated, reflecting more the days of schooners and tall-masted ships than scullers, gondolas, 
water taxis and jet skis. Issues facing the City of Providence as the Year 2000 approaches, 
therefore should be directed toward recognizing the marine resources of the city for recreation, 
marine transportation, as well as for cargo handling, and protecting these resources for the benefit 
of all residents and visitors alike.

►

►

The issues discussed below relate directly to CRMC's five major goals identified in the Special 
Area Management Plan (1983) for Providence Harbor;
►

►
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A. PROVIDENCE RIVERS AND HARBOR COMMISSION

FINDINGSAl.

A2. POLICY

The City of Providence must regulate use of waters in various rivers uniformly.

OBJECTIVESA3.

►

►

►

February 27,Draft Plan
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Create the Rivers and Harbor Commission by state legislation when the i 
Charter Commission convenes in 1999.

The City of Providence must implement its Harbor Management Plan in accordance with 
requirements of the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council.

The CRMC Subcommittee on Urban Ports and Harbors is charged with undertaking a del 
removal program and conducting CRMC site development proposal review, among others.

Although the City of Providence Home Rule Charter has established a Port Commission a 
jurisdiction over the municipal wharf, there is no regulatory body with authority over the e:r 
harbor, including the iimer harbor and rivers, and the Seekonk River.

No regulatory body in the City of Providence is charged with management of harbor resour 
on all tidal waters. The post of harbormaster remains unfilled and has largely been conducted 
the US Coast Guard.

In 1994 the City of Providence sold the former municipal wharf at Field's Point to ProvPort, .r 
a private organization. Although the Port Commission was relieved of its responsibilities by 
sale, the municipal wharf will revert back to the City of Providence thirty years from that dt 
In 2024, the Port Commission will once again have jurisdiction over the Field's Point sectior 
the city where its powers and responsibilities include the planning, construction and mainteca: 
of berths, docks, and the management of the port district and all navigable waters.

Broaden the powers and responsibilities formerly delegated to the F 
Commission to the Rivers and Harbor Commission for all tidal waters under 
jurisdiction of the Providence Police Department Harbor Patrol (see 4. 
Regulatory Jurisdiction, below).

Charge the Rivers and Harbor Commission as the regulatory body for the wa, 
of the City of Providence, responsible for making reasonable rules 
regulations for the use of these waters and implementing this Harbor Managen 
Plan.
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►

►

Tug 2 oger Williams docked at the west end of India Street, in the Providence River inner harbor.

Final February 27, 1998
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Eliminate the post of harbormaster after creation of the Providence Rivers and 
Harbor Commission. Rivers and Harbor Commission to coordinate with the 
Providence Police Department regarding the Harbor Patrol.

Specify Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission membership to represent 
groups most concerned with implementation of the harbor management plan. 
Rivers and Harbor Commission to consist of seven members representing the 
recreational boating community, the port industry, the water transportation 
industry, the environmental community, and three citizens at large who are not 
affiliated with any of the these groups. Ex-officio representation to be provided 
from City of Providence departments including Public Parks, Police Harbor 
Patrol, and Planning and Development. As the need may rise, the Commission 
shall consult with representatives of adjacent cities.

Rivers and Harbor Commission to be a staffed department, responsible for all 
recreation and marine transportation issues in the harbor management plan area, 
exclusive of ProvPon activities at Field’s Point. Such duties to include operation 
and maintenance of Waterplace Park, riverwalks and the Gardner Jackson Park, 
new and proposed docks on the Woonasquatucket and Providence Rivers, and 
future planning and development of the Woonasquatucket Greenway. Rivers and 
Harbor Commission to coordinate with Department of Public Parks and 
Department of Planning and Development.
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A4. ISSUES

AS.

A-1

A-2

A-3

A-4

February 27, .Draft Plan
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The City Charter Commission to consider including the Rivers and Harbor Commiss 
within the City Charter when the commission next convenes.

Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission to coordinate with the CRMC Subcommit 
on Urban Ports and Harbors to assure compliance with CR 4C goals.

Providence City Council to amend Chapter 11 of the Providence Municipal Ordinance 
reflect the responsibilities of the Rivers and Harbor Commission in implementation of 
Harbor Management Plan.

Providence City Council to create by ordinance, the Providence Rivers and Harl 
Commission.

The Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission would serve as a regulatory body to over: 
implementation of the Harbor Management Plan and would act as a Board of Appeals to hear z 
individual aggrieved by the enforcement or implementation of the applicable portions of 
management plan.

PROVIDENCE RIVERS AND HARBOR COMMISSICN IMPLEMI NTATK 
STRATEGIES

Note: Numbers for implementation strategies are presented in Section 3.
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REGULATORY JURISDICTIONB.

Bl. FINDINGS

Providence Harbor Management Area

Draft Plan February 27, 1998
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The area of the Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission’s jurisdiction is described as follows 
for the four planning areas, north to south, and is illustrated in Figure I-A (maps 1 through 3), 
presented at the end of the Harbor Management Plan;

The Harbor Management Plan area of jurisdiction includes both landside and tidal waters on the 
Providence, Seekonk, Woonasquatucket and Moshassuck Rivers. Waterside boundaries are not 
as clearly defined. Landside areas are defined to include land subject to flooding during a storm 
with the probability to occur at least once within a l(X)-year period as determined by the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency. The Providence-East Providence municipal boundary typically 
follows the easterly side of the Seekonk River. Waterside jurisdiction of the harbormaster (an 
unfilled position) , however, is determined by Rhode Island General Law (RIGL) §46-4-2 to:

Seekonk River (north of the Washington Bridge); At the Providence-Pawtucket municipal line, 
the federal channel is located entirely within Providence municipal waters, as indicated in Figure 
I-A. (map 1) Jurisdiction extends to the east side of the federal channel (jurisdiction of the waters 
between the federal channel and the East Providence municipal boundary, although within the City 
of Providence, is under the jurisdiction of the East Providence harbormaster). At the shipping 
terminal south of the Bucklin Point Wastewater Treatment Facility (WWTF), the channel crosses 
into East Providence waters: the City of Providence therefore has jurisdiction up to the shipping

It is possible, under RIGL §46-23-15.1, for coastal municipalities sharing a common boundary 
along their public waters to enter into a binding memorandum of agreement allowing 
harbormasters and other officials responsible for enforcing HMP harbor ordinances from one 
municipality to enforce the harbor ordinances of the bordering municipality providing that both 
municipalities have HMPs approved by the CRMC and the memorandum of agreement is 
approved by the respective town or city councils. Although landside activities can be managed 
through the harbor management plan, as appropriate local ordinances allow, CRMC's approval 
of the harbor management plan may not extend to landside jurisdiction. Therefore, certain types 
of activities may be identified in the harbor management plan, to which the CRMC may not be 
able to extend approval. CRMC approval is limited to in-water activities which must be consistent 
with RIGL and the CRMC’s regulations.

Include all the public waters westerly of the easterly sides of the ship channels in Seekonk 
River. Providence River and Harbor and Narragansett Bay from the Pawtucket-Providence 
city line southerly to the point of intersection of the ship-channel side with a straight line 
drawn from Rumstick Point on the east shore to Rocky Point on the west shore, excluding 
that area subject to jurisdiction of the City of Cranston, pursuant to the provision of §46-4- 
5.1.
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Current Regulations
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The Providence Pon Commission, established in Section 1016 of the Providence Home Rule 
Chaner. is charged with developing the Port of Providence through the planning, construction and

Regulations relating to use of Providence waters are promulgated in Rhode Island General Laws 
and Chapter 11 of the Providence Municipal Ordinances, as discussed in Appendix 1, Regulations 
and Jurisdiction. Many of these regulations are not current and require amendment to bring the 
City of Providence into compliance with Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC) water 
type designation and current use of Providence waters to reflect the growth of recreation and 
marine transportation in the city.

South of the Providence-Cranston municipal line the Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission 
continues to have jurisdiction of the federal channel only, approximately seven miles south to a 
line drawn between Rocky Point in Warwick and Rumstick Point in Barrington. The Cranston 
harbormaster has jurisdiction to the west side of the channel, the East Providence and Barrington 
harbormasters have jurisdiction east of the channel.

Port of Providence and Beyond (south of Henderson Street); The west side of the federal 
channel extends to the harbor line, at the end of piers on the Providence side of the Providence 
River: the east side of the channel extends to the harbor line and the end of piers on the East 
Providence side. See Figure I-A (map 3). The jurisdiction of the Providence Rivers and Harbor 
Commission therefore extends to the west end of piers on the east side. The municipal boundary, 
however, follows an irregular path across the end of the Wilkes Barre Pier, shifting into and out 
of the Fox Point Reach of the channel to Kettle Point in East Providence where the municipal 
boundary follows the shoreline. Jurisdiction of the Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission 
extends only to the east side of the channel and not the municipal line along the shoreline.

The Cities of East Providence and Warwick have approved harbor management plans and have 
harbormasters charged with enforcement. The City of Cranston is currently preparing a harbor 
management plan; the City of Pawtucket has no current intentions to prepare a plan. It is critical 
that the City of Providence work with the Cities of East Providence and Cranston in the 
management of harbor issues, in accordance with RIGL §46-23-15.1. This is especially important 
along the Seekonk River and along the federal channel in the Providence River. With jurisdiction 
south to the vicinity of Rocky Point and Rumstick Point it is important that all cities cooperate in 
enforcement actions.

Inner Harbor and the Rivers (north of Fox Point Hurricane Banier); The inner harbor portion 
of the harbor management area extends through downtown Providence, up the Providence River 
to the relocated Woonasquamcket and Moshassuck Rivers as indicated in Figure I-A (map 2). 
Key feamres of this portion include the area constructed as part of the Capital Center Special 
Development District, including Waterplace Park. Jurisdiction extends west on the 
Woonasquamcket River, along Kinsley Street to a dam near Eagle Street, and north on the 
Moshassuck River to Smith Street, south of a dam near Mill Street.
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Licensing

V.

View south on River Drive, of Seekonk River and Blackstone Park.

POLICIESB2.

Safety is the primary concern for use of all Providence waters.

Final February 27, 1998
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The Cities of Providence and East Providence must work closely to manage use of Seekonk and 
Providence River waters where harbormaster jurisdiction extends beyond municipal boundaries.

Boating regulations must be enforced consistently by all enforcement agencies on the municipal, 
state and federal level.

Narragansen Electric operates parks at Collier Point and two landings at Point Street. Both have 
posted rules and regulations which are enforced by a security guard.

The Public Utilities Commission (PUC) is charged under Title 39, Chapter 13, with licensing any 
company providing motorized transportation service for hire, operating between fixed points or 
over regular routes of the state. To protect public welfare, regulated carriers are required to 
maintain adequate insurance. The route of the Providence to Newport to Block Island ferry is 
±erefore subject to PUC licensing, as is any water taxi service operating to and from any piers 
in the inner or outer harbor. The gondola is not subject to PUC licensing as it is not motorized; 
excursion service is not licensed as it returns to the same dock. The PUC also regulates fares.
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REGULATORY JURISDICTION IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIESB5.

B-1

B-2

B-3

B-4

B-5

February 27. 1998Draft Plan
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Rivers and Harbor Commission to update municipal port ordinance to assure safety of all 
marine uses.

The Public Utilities Commission to license water taxi service and any future ferry service 
in the inner harbor.

Providence Parks Department to collaborate with the Rivers and Harbor Commission on the 
establishment of regulations for use of waterfront facilities at inner harbor parks.

Rivers and Harbor Commission to work with the City of East Providence to determine 
jurisdiction in the undefined channel between the Seekonk and Providence Rivers federal 
channels and to develop a memorandum of agreement between Providence and East 
Providence.

State legislature to amend RIGL to eliminate position of harbormaster and transfer 
responsibilities to the Providence Rivers and Harbors Commission, and to limit Providence 
Rivers and Harbor Commission jurisdiction to the area south of the Pawtucket-Providence 
municipal boundary and north of the Providence-Cranston municipal boundary.

According to Chapter 11 of the Providence City Ordinances, the duty of the Providence 
harbormaster is to manage the movement of commercial vessels in the federal shipping channel. 
This jurisdiction is specified in RIGL §46-4-2, extending seven miles south of Field’s Point, 
through the municipalities of Cranston, East Providence, to Warwick and Barrington. The 
USCG, however, manages most commercial traffic in the federal channel. Currently the 
harbormaster’s position if unfilled by the City of Providence.

\ 
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Two rowing facilities, the Narragansett Boat Club on River Drive, and the Brown University 
rowing team wi± a boathouse south of the Washington Bridge adjacent to India Point Park, use

The popular 14-mile East Bay Bike path which traverses through five East Bay communities 
between Bristol and Providence, has its northern terminus at India Point near the Gano Street exit 
of 1-195. The RIDOT planned statewide bicycle facility network includes the vision of connecting 
the East Bay bikeway to the state’s approximately 22-mile Blackstone River Bikeway project 
which would extend to the Massachusetts state line in North Smithfield. Currently segments of 
the Blackstone River Bikeway are under design. The routing for the bikeway through northern 
Providence has not yet been determined.

assent is required to maintain the braziers beyond the expiration date. Should navigational or 
other unanticipated impacts be realized prior to the expiration date of the assent, the CRMC is 
empowered to require the removal of all assented structures within a reasonable time frame.

Water Fire, an environmental art performance, draws thousands to the Providence and 
Woonasquatucket Rivers.i

The Woonasquatucket Greenway project, a pedestrian walkway, interpretive trail and bike path 
extending from Waterplace Park upstream to Dyerville on the Johnston line is being planned and 
funding has been identified for implementation. The ultimate goal is to create a greenway 
extending from India Point Park, up the Providence River to the Woonasquatucket River. 
Although a primary focus of the project is to enable Olneyville neighborhood residents to reclaim 
ownership of the Woonasquatucket River through education, awareness, and pride, the greenway 
also extends along the riverside promenade along Kinsley and Promenade Streets. This project, 
under the direction of the Providence Plan, is funded by the City and several national funds and 
involves multi agency coordination on the municipal, state and federal level. The 
Woonasquatucket Greenway project conforms with the City's Comprehensive Plan goal to create 
greenways and pedestrian pathways along all water bodies in the city.
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Marco s gondola on the Providence River provides a world-class tour.

Final February 21, 1998
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f'

Rhode Island -hiblic Transit Au±ority (RIPTA) continue to explore the feasibility of instituting 
ferry service t) Pawtucket and Narragansett Bay harbors in Bristol, Wanen, and Newport.

RIDOT cont mi \ to play an instrumental role in supporting multimodal marine transportation in 
Providence as remonstrated by the several key project involving provision of high speed

Gondola servi e, with "Marco" at the helm, has recently been initiated in the inner harbor and 
rivers with a c.ock at Citizens Bank. This tourist-oriented service provides a scenic tour from 
Waterplace to he Hurricane Barrier from May to September.

Interstate Na i.jation operates a passenger ferry with seasonal service to Block Island via 
Newport. 0; ; round trip daily departs from India Point Park. A docking permit is issued by 
the Providen i Parks Department. A pump out facility is available at the India Point dock to 
discharge sar. sewerage to the municipal sewer system.

The Blackstone Valley Tourism Council offers excursion tours on the Blackstone Explorer, a 49- 
passenger, shai ow draft, no wake river boat. For a sLx-week period, in either the spring and fall 
or summer and fall, the Blackstone Explorer offers 45-minute tours from the Point Street Landing, 
up river to Waterplace Park, down river through the Hurricane Barrier, and back. Four or five 
tours are sche .uied daily. The Council has a license with the PUC and an agreement with 
Narragansett E : :tric to utilize the dock. Parking is available at the adjacent lot at Davol Square.

Excursion se i ce is provided by Capt. Joe Dempsey on South Water Street, north of the 
Hurricane B. trier. Capt. Joe has previously submined proposals to the Public Utilities 
Commission ? operate a water taxi service in the inner harbor. He currently operates one 12- 
passenger vessel from May to September, weather permining.

>*♦*»V-
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Providence. Year round operation is proposed. It is anticipated that the grant would fund 
subsidized operation for three to five years.

The Blackstone ferries are proposed as shallow-draft vessels with an air-draft allowing for safe 
navigation under the Point Street Bridge. o±er Providence canal bridges, and if possible, into 
Waterpiace Park. Each shuttle's speed would be approximately 18-22 knots for total trip time of 
25 minutes. School Street Pier or would provide the northern terminus in Pawtucket with a 
possible intermediary stop at Bold Point in East Providence. If clearance beneath the Point Street 
Bridge is not possible. Narragansett Electric docks on the West Side of the Providence River 
would likely be the docks used for ferry service.

The Blackstone Ferry' project envisions two 48-passenger commuter shuttles which would serve 
the 5.500 people who currently commute from Pawtucket to Providence. During off-peak hours, 
the vessels would carry tourists to historic Pawtucket and the Blackstone Valley National Heritage 
Corridor. This project is noted in the State's Water Transportation Plan for the Year 2010 to be 
incorporated into the State Guide Plan. The project is consistent with the City of Providence 
Comprehensive Plan. It is also consistent with City of Pawtucket and East Providence Harbor 
Development Plans and other water-related studies.

Historically the Pon of Providence served as the principal cargo-handling area in the city. Ships 
calling at Providence include tankers, dry bulk carriers, roll-on roll-off ships, break bulk carriers, 
container ships and other freight carriers. A tug boat company and a ferry service operate out of 
the Fox Point/India Point area. Naval and Coast Guard vessels, cruise ships, and tall sailing ships 
may also visit periodically.

I r

I
!

g-sas*
Pon of Providence at Fields Point on Providence River.
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C5. MULTI-USE OF PROVIDENCE WATERS IMPLEMENTATION STRATEGIES
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C4. ISSUES

As the city's waterfront becomes more popular, conflicts will arise between user groups with 
diverse needs. Safety must not be compromised as multiple use is encouraged. Funding for inner 
harbor and'^river piers prioritizes use for commercial over recreational use.

Currently there are no mooring fields in the City of Providence. If the need for moorings and 
mooring fields is identified through public panicipation and input, this must be addressed in the 
HMP. CRMC guidelines for the Development of Municipal Harbor Management Plans outline 
mooring requirements. As indicated, sufficient depth and protection from wind are not available 
at locations providing existing suitable landside use for development of mooring fields.

C-1 The Providence Harbor Patrol to promote and enforce safe boating standards pursuant to 
RIGL §46-22 and proposed harbor regulations (see Appendix 1).

C-4 The Harbor Patrol to be charged with enforcement of speed and operation regulations in the 
inner harbor and rivers where wakes reflect off of walls and bridges, creating dangerous 
conditions for canoes and kayaks and in posted reaches of the Seekonk River where scullers 
and rowers area easily capsized by wakes.

C-5 The Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission (see Section 4. A) to investigate the need to 
initiate single-use areas for such uses as sculling, rowing, canoeing, and kayaking to protect 
the safety' of participants, or to establish “no wake” zones in areas of adequate expanse for 
safety of small boats.

C-2 The Rivers and Harbor Commission to provide overall management of all tidal waters as 
defined by RIGL.

C-6 The Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission to investigate the need and demand for 
public mooring fields in the harbor management area. If warranted, the Providence Rivers 
and Harbor Commission is to conduct site feasibility studies, and, if feasible, establish 
regulations and create a municipal mooring field.

Pon use for transport of heavy cargo is severely limited by shoaling in the federal Providence 
River channel. See Section 4.G. Navigation.

C-3 The Providence Parks Department and the Rivers and Harbor Commission to create 
regulations for use of piers and floats in the inner harbor area which enable multiple use for 
recreation when not in conflict with commercial (marine transportation) use as specified in 
grant applications for these facilities.
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D. PUBLIC ACCESS

DI. FINDINGS
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Piers at Collier Point Park; owned and operated by Narragansett Electric.
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Numerous unpaved or paper streets are listed by the Providence Assessor’s office as providing 
potential access to the shoreline. The CRMC subcommittee on Rights-of -Ways publishes a listing 
of all CRMC designated Rights-of-Way to tidal areas of the state, including two with access to 
the Seekonk River in Providence: Butler Avenue and Irving Avenue.

Public access is also provided through rowing classes offered by the Narragansett Boat Club and 
sailing classes at the Community Boating Center.

Public access is provided at numerous public parks including Waterplace Park, Gardner Jackson 
Park, Doubloon Landing, and Corliss Landing in the inner harbor, Gano Street Playground (no 
developed waterfront), and Blackstone Park along the Seekonk River, and India Point Park in the 
outer harbor. Facilities range from passive recreation opportunities with paths and seating, to ball 
fields for active recreation and provide scenic waterfront vistas. Floats and piers provide dock 
space at several parks. See Appendix IV, Public Access for a description of facilities at each site. 
Additional public access is provided at parks constructed and operated by Narragansett Electric 
at Collier Point Park and Point Street Landings. Facilities include those for passive recreation, 
the only boat ramp on the Providence side of the river, and docks.

Propern' currently privately-owned but vacant may have the potential to provide public access to 
the shore. A vacant parcel located along Oxford Street, in the vicinity of the former Shepard

• > t V..’ i*- •
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D-5 Rivers and Harbor Commission to investigate the need and feasibility of constructing a boat 
launch at the eastern end of Oxford Street, an available right-of-way to the harborfront.



City- of Providence Harbor Management Plan

POLICYE2.

The City sanctions CRMC designations of coastal wetlands and other such marine habitats.

E3. OBJECTIVES

■
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The Cit}' of Providence suppons actions to improve water quality, including ±e Narragansett Bay 
Commission's Combined Sewer Overflow (CSO) abatement program.

The City must enforce the prohibition of sanitary waste discharges from MSDs while in the harbor 
management area per RIGL §46-12-39.

The City of Providence supports ±e CRMC policy insuring that marinas with liveaboards provide 
pumpout facilities.

The City of Providence suppons effons to minimize public and private discharges of pollutants 
into the City's waters.

Encourage the installation and use of Best Management Practices at marinas 
and waterfront commercial properties.

The CRMC identified five major goals in the Special Area Management Plan (1983) for 
Providence Harbor. Improved water quality is one of the goals.

Corliss Landing Park on the Providence with Old Harbor Marina and the Point Street Bridge in 
the background.

■—

-------
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F. WATER USE CONSISTENCY WITH LAND USE

Fl. FINDINGS

Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC)

►

►
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Seekonk River outside of the federal channel is Type 4, Multipurpose Waters; the 
channel is Type 6. A wetland along Grotto Brook near Gulf Avenue south of Butler 
Hospital is a coastal wetland in Type 4 waters designated for protection.

Providence and Woonasquatucket Rivers are Type 6, Industrial Waterfronts and 
Commercial Navigation Channels.

Type 5 Waters - Commercial and Recreational Harbors: The Council's goals are to maintain 
a balance among diverse pon-related activities, including recreational boating, commercial fishing, 
restaurants, and other water-enhanced businesses; to promote the efficient use of space; and to 
protect the scenic characteristics that make these areas valuable to tourism. These waters are 
adjacent to waterfront areas that support a variety of tourist, recreational, and commercial 
activities. Berthing, mooring, servicing of recreational crafts, commercial fishing vessels or 
ferries, water-dependent, water-enhanced commerce, maintenance of navigational channels and 
removal of obstructions to navigation are allowable uses in Type 5 waters. There are currently 
no Type 5 waters designated in the Providence harbor management area.

According to RIG . §46-23, it shall be the policy of the state to preserve, protect, develop, and 
where possible, r .store the coastal resources of the state for this and succeeding generations 
through comprehensive and coordinated long-range planning and management designed to produce 
the maximum benefit for society from these coastal resources. See Appendix 3, Resource 
Inventory, for further description of CRMC definitions and allowable activities in its designated 
type waters.

Type 4 Waters - Multipurpose Areas: The CRMC policies for multi-purpose waters are to 
maintain a balance among the diverse activities that coexist in Type 4 waters (as described in 
.Appendix 3); therefore, allowable and non-allowable uses for these areas will be measured against 
the degree to which they impair other activities such as fishing, water quality, navigation and 
recreational uses.

The CRMC identified five major goals in the Special Area Management Plan (1983) for 
Providence Harbor. Balanced and compatible shoreline use is identified as one of the major goals.

CRMC has designated the waters of Providence as two water types as indicated in Figure n-2B, 
existing CRMC water use map:
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The City of Providence supports revision of zoning regulations in accordance with Old Harbor 
Plan recommendations.

The City of Providence shall continue to review proposed development projects for consistency 
with CRMC’s policies.

W-1, Waterfront - Commercial! Residential District promotes waterfront access and 
uses which improve the integration of the waterfront and the neighborhoods adjacent 
to the waterfront

See Appendix 3, Resource Inventory, Land Use and Zoning for further information on municipal 
land use, zoning and proposed development in the Providence harbor management area. See 
Figure II-3 for a compilation of proposals and plans for the use of Providence harbor shore.

In a decision on denying a marina permit for a project on the Seekonk River, the CRMC cited that 
the river between the Henderson and Washington Bridges is unique, providing the only location 
in the state with suitable rowing conditions for crew teams. CRMC indicated that existing multi­
use should not be jeopardized by a proposed use.

W-2, Waterfront - Mixed Use District enhances and creates public access to the 
waterfront as a public resource for the benefit of present and fumre generations

W-3, Waterfront - Port ! Maritime Industrial District promotes the Port of 
Providence and related maritime industrial and commercial uses within the areas of 
Providence’s waterfront

The City of Providence must petition CRMC to maintain consistency between the designated water 
type and adjacent land use on shore. Critical areas include waters north of the Fox Point 
Hurricane Banier proposed for development upon relocation of the 1-195 bridge.

Few land use changes have occuned along the Seekonk River over the previous twenty years. 
Land use continues to be dominated by mixed commercial development south of Waterman Square 
and parkland with adjacent residential development north to Grotto Brook. Butler Hospital and 
Swan Point Cemetery continue to dominate land use along the northern shoreline. Commercial 
cargo transport to industrial establishments in Pawtucket and East Providence which utilized the 
Seekonk River federal channel, has declined over the years. Land uses along the Port of 
Providence continue to be dominated today, as in the past, by port activities.

The existing zoning found along the Providence, Seekonk, Moshassuck, Woonasquatucket Rivers 
reflects the current land uses as indicated in Figure II-2A, Municipal Zoning. The City created 
three Waterfront Zoning Districts which recognize the value and dynamic namre of the coastal 
features and river-fronts as well as their values as unique and valuable natural resources:
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F5. WATER USE CONSISTENCY WITH LAND USE IMPLEMENTATION 
STRATEGIES

F-3 Revise Providence municipal zoning ordinance to create a Waterfront Downtown (W-D) 
zone as follows: This zone is intended to encourage revitalization and restoration of the 
historic business area and to accommodate appropriate expansion of the downtown area 
while enhancing and creating public access to the waterfront as a public resource. Uses of 
the D-1 zone are permitted under this zone.

F-1 . Request that CRMC change water use designation from Type 6 to Type 5 Commercial and 
Recreational Harbors north of the Fox Point Hurricane Barrier on the Providence River and 
east of Park Street on the Woonasquatucket River.

F-2 Request that CRMC change water use designation from Type 6 to Type 4 Multi-purpose 
Waters west of Park Street on the Woonasquatucket River.
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Power boaters on the Providence River cruise by Doubloon Landing

G2. POLICIES

The City must investigate maintenance dredging options for Waterplace Park.
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The City must clear all debris as soon as practical in accordance with §11-21(21) of the current 
Municipal Ordinance.

The City supports the demolition of the abandoned rail bridge at India Point as demonstrated by 
securing the necessary funds for the City's portion of the removal costs.

The City must clearly mark any hazards or debris that cannot be removed or corrected to insure 
the safety of the recreational and commercial users of the harbor.
The City supports the efforts of RIDEM to post speed signs/buoys and establish no wake zones 
in ±e inner harbor and Seekonk River.

The City suppcrts the US Army Corps of Engineers efforts to dredge the Providence River up to 
Crawford Street.

The City must post clearance signs on all structures that might impede safe navigation of 
commercial and recreational vessels.

> .
1
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City of Providence to require that maintenance dredging of Waterplace Park be conducted 
upon completion of construction at the Providence Place Mall and highway ramps.

The City shall amend the municipal harbor ordinance to limit vessel speeds (and/or wake) 
in the inner harbor, outer harbor, Seekonk River and the federal channel (see Appendix 
1, Regulations and Jurisdiction).

On the recommendation of the Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission, the Providence 
City Council to appoint a Commissioner of Wrecks in accordance with RIGL §46-10. The 
Commissioner of Wrecks would be responsible for identification of abandoned vessels, 
loose floating debris and docks, notification of owners, initiation of wreck removal, 
notification and scheduling of Providence Department of Public Works and RIDEM to 
assist in removal as needed, and initiating efforts to recover from property owners the 
costs expended for the purpose of debris and wreck removal.

It is anticipated that, following completion of the mall/ramps and implementation of NBC CSO 
abatement measures on the Woonasquatucket, maintenance dredging of Waterplace Park will be 
required much more infrequently. It may also be anticipated that contaminant levels of dredged 
material would be lower than when the rivers were relocated in the early 199O's and that disposal 
of dredged material would be less difficult to accomplish. It may be presumed that some of the 
sediment load of the river is deposited upstream of the dam at Eagle Street. Routine dredging 
behind the Eagle Street dam would increase available space for deposition of sediment, resulting 
in reduced sediment loading west of Waterplace.

The City shall insiimte semi-annual street sweeping in the Woonasquatucket River 
watershed to reduce sediment load in the river and resultant deposition in Waterplace Park.

The City shall continue to support the efforts of the US Army Corps of Engineers to 
demolish the abandoned rail bridge at India Point and ensure safe navigation of the 
Seekonk River.

Dredging of the federal channel downstream of the Crawford Street bridge in Providence River 
entails disposal of the dredged materials. These sediments are known to be contaminated with 
potentially hazardous substances and must be disposed of in accordance with state and federal 
law.

In the early 199O’s the ACOE commenced work necessary for a proposed maintenance dredging 
project for the federal shipping channel in the Providence River. Currently, a Draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Providence River and associated harbor terminals 
dredging project is scheduled to be completed in the spring of 1998. The Final EIS is expected 
to be ready in the fall of 1998. The ACOE may commence the dredging as early as the fall of 
1999.
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1.1 EXISTING REGULATION AND ORDINANCES

1.1.1 Rhode Island General Law

Appendix 1 - Regulations and Jurisdiction Page 1 - 1

TITLE 46 
WATERS AND NAVIGATION 

CHAPTER 46^
HARBORS AND HARBOR LINES

Regulations for use of open waters of Providence are specified by both municipal ordinance and 
Rhode Island General Law (RIGL). Many of these regulations predate current marine use of the 
harbor and therefore amendments and/or replacement of ordinances and law are required to bring 
current use into compliance. For ease of interpretation, regulations no longer relevant have been 
indicated with strikeouts (strikeouts); updates are indicated in redline (redline).

RIGL §46-4-2 authorizes the and empowers the City of Providence to appoint a harbormaster and 
to ordain and establish ordinances necessary to carry out the provisions of this sections, as 
indicated below. Note that the position of harbormaster (with jurisdiction seven miles south of 
the city) is currently unfilled; the US Coast Guard currently coordinates use of the channel for 
shipping. Redline and strike-out text proposed changes to redefme the jurisdiction of the 
Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission ( assuming the duties of the harbormaster) to reflect 
current conditions.

§ 46-4-2 City and town control of harbors -Harbor masters -Extension of Providence 
jurisdiction. - The council of any city or town is hereby authorized and empowered to 
appoint a harbor master for the harbors within the confines of the city or town, and to 
ordain and establish such bylaws and ordinances and establish such fees and compensation 
as the city council or town council may deem necessary and expedient for carrying out the 
provisions of this section; provided, that the jurisdiction, powers, and duties of the harbor 
master of the city of Providence shall include all the public waters westerly of the easterly 
sides of the ship channels in Seekonk River, Providence River and Harbor and 
Narragansett Bay from the Pawtucket-Providence city line southerly to the point of 
interaection of the ship-channel side with a straight line drawn-from Rumstick Point-on the 
east shore to Roeky-Point on the west shore, exehiding-that area subject to jurisdiction of 
the eity-of Cranston, pursuant to the-provisions of § 46~4-5.1 the municipal boundary of 
the cities of Providence and Cranston, and all acts of the general assembly and ordinances 
of the city of Providence, now or hereafter passed, relative to the harbor of the city of 
Providence, shall apply to and be in force relative to the public waters. The council of the 
town of Little Compton is hereby authorized and empowered to enact ordinances to 
regulate or ban the setting of lobster pots, fish nets, or cribs, within the harbor at Little 
Compton to prevent interference with the use of moorings or navigation therein.

Appendix 1
REGULATIONS AND JURISDICTION
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DESCRIPTION

1996

1991

1991

1991

Cranberry island purchased by the Squannim Association from the City

No new harbor lines established in the State during this year.

Appendix 1 - Regulations and Jurisdiction Page 1 - 3

Same as 1996, RI General Laws 46-4-5 
East Providence harbor lines -jurisdiction

Request General Assembly to change Harbor Line substantially as indicated on 
City Engineer’s plan 043051

Same as 1996, Rl General Laws 46-4-2
City and town control of harbors - Harbor masters - Extension of Providence 
jurisdiction

Request Congress to extend the Channel of the Providence River to the Westerly 
Harbor Line between a point just above Harbor Pier Junction and the southerly 
side of Field’s Point

1996 East Providence harbor lines -jurisdiction The jurisdiction of the city of East 
Providence shall include all of the public waters easterly of the easterly sides of 
the ship channels in the Seekonk River, Providence River and Harbor, and 
Nanagansett Bay from the Pawtucket - East Providence city line southerly to the 
point of intersection of those ship channel sides with a straight line drawn from 
Gaspee Point on the west shore to Nayatt Point on the east shore; and all of the 
public waters on the northerly side of a line running sixty-five degrees (65°) true 
from the intersection formed by the straight line drawn from Gaspee Point to 
Nayan Point and the ship channel side to the point of intersection with the East 
Providence - Barrington boundary line;
and all of the public waters, westerly and northerly, in Bullock Cove, of the East 
Providence - Barrington boundary line to the point of intersection of the boundary 
line and the mean high water line.
City and town control of harbors - Harbor masters - Extension of Providence 
Jurisdiction Jurisdiction, powers, and duties of the harbor master of the city of 
Providence shall include all the public waters westerly of the easterly sides of the 
ship channels in Seekonk River, Providence River and Harbor and Narragansett 
Bay from the Pawmcket - Providence city line southerly to the point of 
intersection of the ship-channel side with a straight line drawn from Rumstick 
Point on the east shore to Rocky Point on the west shore, excluding that area 
subject to jurisdiction of the city of Cranston. Pursuant to the provisions of 46-4- 
5.1, and all acts of the general assembly and ordinances of the city of Providence, 
now or hereafter passed, relative to the harbor of the city of Providence, shall 
apply to and be in force relative to the public waters.
Same as 1996, RI General Laws 46-4-5.1
Cranston harbor lines -jurisdiction

RI General
Laws

46-4-2

July 12,
1910

January
9, 1918

RI General
Laws

46-4-5.1
RI General

Laws
46^-5

RI General
Laws

46-4-2

SOURCE.
RI General

Laws
46-4-5

January
14,

1910

Providence City
Council

Resolution No.
28

Providence City
Council

Resolution No.
280

Providence City
Council

Resolution No.
30
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DATE

1879

Harbor line from Sassafras Point to Field’s Point
Harbor

Repon

1.1.3 Providence Home Rule Charter

1016. Port Commission.

Page 1 - 5Appendix J - Regulations and Jurisdiction

Commi 
ssioners

Establishment of harbor lines on the east side of the Seekonk River and 
Providence Harbor

Recommend that harbor line on east and west side of Providence River be fixed 
after report is made by engineers of the US coast survey

Harbor lines in Pawtucket, from the falls to Bensley’s Point to Bass rock. 
Also harbor lines on the west side of Seekonk River from Bower Street to Central 
or Red Bridge

Feb. 9,
1874

The following Section 1016 outlines the responsibilities of the Port Commission. Many of these 
responsibilities have since been taken over by the formation of ProvPort, Inc. The Charter should 
remain in effect until such time as ProvPort reverts to the City.

Establishment of harbor lines from Field’s Point to Pawtuxet beacon
Harbor line on the east side of the Providence River from Crawford Street Bridge 
to Fox Point

________________________ DESCRIPTION_____________________
Harbor line on the west side of the Providence River between Crawford Street 
Bridge and Point Street Bridge

SOURCE
(approved 
4/27/1878 
by General 
Assembly)
(approved 
4/8/1878 

by General 
Assembly)

under 
consideration 
by the Board

Public Hearing

Public Hearing
under 

consideration 
by General
Assembly

Providence
City Council

Resolution No.
431

There shall be a Pon commission for the Pon of Providence of seven (7) members, five (5) of whom shall be 
appointed by the mayor to serve for staggered three-year terms, and two (2) of whom shall be elected by the city 
council from among its own members to serve for four-year terms. The initial appointments by the mayor shall be 
made during the month of January, 1983 in such manner that two (2) such appointees shall serve for terms of three 
(3) years, two (2) for terms of two (2) years, and one for a term of one year. In each succeeding January the mayor 
shall make such appointments as may be required to fill the places of commissioners who terms are due to expire 
during that month. The commission members elected by the city council shall be chosen in January of 1983 and 
every fourth year thereafter. In the event of vacancies in the membership of the commission, such vacancies shall 
be filled by the mayor or by the city council, as the case may require, for the unexpired term or terms. The 
commission shall, at its first meeting in February of each year, elect its chairperson and such other officers as it may 
see fit, and shall have the authority to make and amend rules for the conduct of its business.
(a) The port commission shell have the following powers and responsibilities:

(1) To develop the Pon of Providence through the planing, construction and maintenance of all needfiil 
berths, docks, structures and facilities, and through the encouragement to the maximum extent possible of 
use of the same by shippers and the maritime industry generally;
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Sec. 11-1.

Sec. 11-2.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Page 1 - 7Appendix 1 - Regulations and Jurisdiction

11-20. Definition of the boundaries of the port district of the pon of Providence. 
11-21. Prohibited activities on and within the waters of the city.

‘Charter laws reference - Powers of city, sec. 2.1 et seq.
Cross references - Obstnicting streets leading to, adjoining harbor or river, sec. 23-3; bridges, sec. 23-154 et seq.; operation of vessels 

under, through bridges, sec. 23-160 et seq.
State law references - Treatment of shipping and navigation under sute law, chapters 46-1 ~ 46-11, Gen. Laws 1956; according to 

sec. 46-10-1. commissioner of wrecks and shipwrecked goods shall be appointed annually by council, but no such ordinance has been enacted; 
shore development, ch. 46-3, Gen. Laws 1956; harbor, harbor lines, ch. 46-4, Gen. Laws 1956; construction of port facilities, ch. 46-5. Gen. 
Laws 1956; obstrucuons to navigation, ch. 46-6, Gen. Laws 1956.

Special act relative to harbor and public waters of Town of Providence, see digest of 1822, as amended by Act of Jan. 21, 1837, Act 
of Oct. 27, 1841, Act of May 9, 1845, and Act of May 4, 1888; special act establishing harbor line on westerly side of Providence River south 
of Fields point and authorizing city to take riparian rights, P.L. 1940, c. 839; special act establishing harbor line between Fox Point and railroad 
bridge at India Point, P,L. 1865, c, 557 , as amended by P,L. 1928, c. 1241; special act establish harbor lines on easterly side of river from 
Crawford Street Bridge to Fox Point, P.L. 1879, c. 758, as amended by P.L, 1928, c. 1241; other special acts authorizing establishment of harbor 
lines. Acts of March 3, 1855; P.L. 1885, c. 476; P.L. 1890, c. 914; P.L. 1892, c. 1096; P.L. 1896, c. 424.

Sec..
Sec.

Harbor lines on west side of river from Dorrance Street wharf to Sassafras Point. 
The harbor line on the west side of the river, from Dorrance Street wharf to Sassafras Point, is hereby 

established as follows;
Beginning at the southeast comer of Dorrance Street wharf, and running south, thirty-five degrees east, six 

thousand six hundred and fifty-five feet, to a point one hundred and sixty feet west of the center of the first dolphin 
north of Sassafras Point; thence turning and running in a direction south, about fifty-one and one-fourth degrees east, 
eighteen hundred and forty feet, to the edge of the channel near Sassafras Point, and passing one hundred and twenty- 
five feet west of the center of the dolphin at Sassafras Point; the position of these dolphins and of Dorrance Street 
wharf being determined by Rosecrans’ harbor chart in the city clerk’s office.
(Ord. 1914, ch. 26, sec. 1; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 18)

Authority of harbormaster as to anchorage station, management and control of vessels. 
The harbormaster shall have full power and authority to prescribe regulations and give directions regarding 

the anchorage station, management and control of all vessels within the harbor of Providence,
(Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 1; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 1)

State law references-Authority of council to appoint harbormaster and prescribing territorial extent of his powers and duties. Section 
46-4-2. Gen. Laws 1956: duty of harbormaster to give notice of wrecks. Section 46-6-15, Gen. Laws 1956; special act authorizing council to pass 
ordinances relative to harbormaster. Act of March 11, 1859; special act relative to jurisdiction of harbormaster. P.L. 1923. c. 1121.

11-5. Moving vessels not properly anchored.
Ail vessels not anchored according to the directions of the harbor master shall be forthwith moved by their 

crews under his direction. If any such vessel not have sufficient crew to move the same, such vessel shall be moved 
by the harbor master, and the expense thereof shall be paid by the owner or master of said vessel, and may be 
recovered by the harbor master of such owner or master by an action, in the name of the city, before any court of 
competent jurisdiction.
(Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 3; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 3)

11-4. Anchoring according to direction of harbormaster.
Every vessel entering the city harbor shall be anchored by the master or person in command thereof, 

according to the directions of the harbor master.
(Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 2; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 2)

11-3. Records of arrivals and departures to be kept.
The harbormaster shall keep an accurate daily record in a suitable book of the arrival and departure of vessels 

at the pon of Providence, specifying the ports from which vessels arrive as well as the ports for which vessels sailing 
from this pon are bound, and, so far as possible, a record of the principal items of merchandise comprising the 
cargoes of such vessels. This record of the arrival and departure of vessels shall be open to public inspection. 
(Ord. No. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 13; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 15)
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H-16.—Quarterly reports of harbormaster.
The harbormaster shall make a quarterly report to the eouneil ineluding therein the total gtatigti 
ee-of the pen of Providence shown by-his daily record beok-and-stieh-other information as he shall deem 

advisable.

11-20. Definition of the boundaries of the port district of the port of Providence. 
[The boundaries of the pon district of the port of Providence are as follows;! Beginning at the division line 

of Plat 101 and Plat 56, said point being a point on Terminal Road and the range of the westerly property line of lot 
5 on City of Providence Assessor’s Plat 56; thence in generally northerly direction, along the division line of Plat 101 
and Plat 56, to an angle in the plat division line; thence turning an interior angle of 142 degrees, 10 minutes, 35 
seconds and running northerly along the plat division line to the center of the Providence River channel; thence 
following the centerline of the channel in a generally southeasterly direction and parallel with the harbor line to the 
division line between the City of Providence and the City of Cranston; thence generally westerly along the city 
division line of Providence and Cranston line to the southwesterly comer of Lol 300 on City of Providence Assessor’s 
Plat 56; thence generally northerly along the westerly line of lot 300 to the northwesterly comer of lot 300 on City 
of Providence Assessor’s Plat 56; thence easterly along the northerly line of lot 300 to an angle; thence southerly 
twenty (20) feet to a comer; thence easterly along the northerly line of Lot 300 to the easterly street line of Michigan 
Avenue; thence northerly along the easterly street line of Michigan Avenue to the southeasterly intersection of 
California Avenue and Michigan Avenue; thence easterly along the southerly street line of California Avenue to the 
plat division line of Plat 56 and Plat 87; thence northwesterly along the plat division line of Plat 56 to the northerly 
street line of Ernest Street; thence westerly along the northerly street line of Ernest Street to the southeasterly 
intersection of Ellis and Ernest Streets; thence northeasterly along the easterly street line of Ellis Street to the 
southeasterly intersection of Ellis Street and Terminal Road; thence running in a generally northwesterly direction 
across Terminal Road to the northwesterly intersection of Ellis Street and Terminal Road; thence westerly along the 
northerly line of Terminal Road to the intersection with the range of the westerly property line of Lot 5 on City of 
Providence Assessor’s Plat 56, said line also being the plat division line of Plat 101 and Plat 56, said point being the 
point and place of beginning.
(Ord. 1984, ch. 84-66, sec. 1, 9-27-84; Ord. 1993, ch. 93-30, sec. 2, 9-24-93)

■H-W;—Port agent; appointment, powers and general duties. 
The director of public works as soon as may be after his appointment and qualification shall appoint, subject 

val ef the mayor; a port agent. Such port agent, subject to the control of the-direetor of public works.

(Ord.-1914, eh. 27, see.-12;-Rev7Ordsr l946,-^.-16, see. 12)

to the appro"
shall have full and complete charge?

inal. Subject to such civil service previsions as may be enacted by ordinance, the port agent shall, subject to the 
approval of the director of public works, have the appointment and removal of all deputies, clerks, assistants, and 
ether subordinates serving under his direction. 
(Ord: 4944 .-^h. 1050,-see.-1; Rev. Ords-. 1946; eh-. 16, see. 19)

■H’49;—Pert agent to solicit business for pert.
In addition te-his ether duties it shall be the duty ef the pert agent to seek out, solicit, and interest ship 

officials, manufaetur CTSV'ShippCTJ and ethers, who have eeeasien te use transpenatien, in the facilities and advantages 
of the pert ef Previdenee.

li-17.—Uniform ef harbormaster.
Tlie harfaermaster shall at his own expense, provide himself with a uniform consisting ef a dark blue double- 

breasted sack eeat. with brass buttons and shoulder straps with the words “harbermaster” inscribed thereen, dark blue 
vest and dark blue trousers. He shall -also wear a blue eleth navy cap with the words ‘‘harbormaster'’ mseribed 
thereen. This uniform shall be worn by the harbormaster when on duty.

direction, supervision, management, earc and control ef the municipal wharf er 
se previsions as may be enacted by erdinan
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(19)
(20)

Operate a motorboat or vessel on and within any waters of the city towing a person or persons on 
water skis, a surfboard or similar device beginning at one (1) hour after sunset and ending at one 
(1) hour before sunrise;
Engage in water skiing, surfboarding, or similar activity at any time between the hours beginning 
at one (1) hour after sunset and ending at one (1) hour before sunrise, or within areas in which 
said activities are prohibited;
Operate or manipulate any motorboat, vessel, tow rope or other device by which the direction or 
location of water skis, a surfboard, or similar device may be affected or controlled in such a way 
as to cause the water skis, surfboard, or similar device, or any person thereon, to collide with or 
strike against any object or person;
Conduct a regatta, motorboat, or other boat race, marine parade, tournament, or exhibition, 
except on the terms and conditions specifically set forth by the port commission;
Refuse to move or stop on oral command of the, assistant harbormaster, or police officer operating 
from a patrol boat identified as such, and exercising the duties lawfully assigned to him or her; 
Engage in scuba divining, skin diving, or snorkeling in an area where power or motorboats are 
operated, unless the proper warning flags, as set forth in state law, are posted;
Operate a motorboat or vessel within fifty (50) feet of any warning flag as set forth in sute law; 
Construct and/or place a mooring without a permit issued by the port commission; 
Throw, dispose of, deposit, or cause to be thrown, disposed of, or deposited, bottles, glass 
crockery, cans, scrap metal, junk, paper, garbage, refuse or debris of any nature, or any noxious 
substance in or upon any of the waters within the city;
Deposit or abandon a vessel or structure upon the shore, a public right-of-way or on and within 
the waters of the city. When any vessel or structure is deposited or abandoned in the waters of 
the city, the same may be removed by the police department, or its lawfully authorized agent. 

Notice of removal of vessel/harbor structures. If the person who owns, has an interest 
in, or exercises any control over the vessel or strucnire, or otherwise is known, the chief 
of police, or his lawfully designated agent, shall give written notice by certified mail to 
said person to remove the vessel or structure within a specified time.
Removal of vessel/harbor structures. If the vessel or strucnire is not removed within the 
time specified in the notice and in a manner and to a place satisfactory to the chief of 
police, or his lawfully designated agent, or if no such person is known to the chief of 
Police, or his lawfully designated agent, upon whom the notice can be served, then the 
chief of police, or his lawfully designated agent, may proceed to remove, or cause the 
vessel or strucnire to be removed, in a manner and to a place the chief of police, or his 
lawfully designated agent, shall deem appropriate.
Liability. In the event that such person identified in paragraph (1) above, shall allow a 
vessel or strucnire to be removed by the chief of police, or his lawfully designated agent, 
in accordance with this ordinance, then such person shall be liable to pay the cost and 
expenses of the removal and storage, or to repay the same when paid by the city. The 
expense may be recovered in an action brought by the city solicitor against the owner(s). 
If the owner(s) are unknown or the vessel or structure is unclaimed within ninety (90) 
days of the removal. The city may sell the vessel or strucnire. The proceeds form the 
sale shall be used to defray the cost the city incurred in the removal and storage of the 
vessel or strucnire, and in the administration of this section.

Engage in rafting on a single mooring or anchor, unless such rafting does not unreasonably 
interfere with any adjacent single moorings or anchorages. Motorboats and/or vessels in a raft 
shall be manned at all times;
Operate a marine toilet at any time so as to cause or permit to pass or to be discharged into 
harbor waters, any untreated sewage, or other waste matter or contaminant of any kind, and/or 
dumping of holding tanks containing anything other than fresh water or sea water into harbor 
waters;
Moor or anchor a houseboat unless such mooring or anchoring is done within designated areas.
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1.2.1 Revised Rhode Island General Law
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Create the Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission by amending RIGL to establish enabling 
legislation for the City of Providence. RIGL §46-4-2 should be revised as indicated on page I-l 
to eliminate jurisdiction of the Providence harbormaster south of the Providence-Cranston 
municipal boundary (a duty largely conducted by the US Coast Guard).

The following RIGL enabling legislation is recommended to reflect the need to establish a 
regulatory body in the City with jurisdiction of all tidal waters of the city under the jurisdiction 
of the Harbor Management Plan, as afforded by RIGL §46-4 and the CRMC’s Guidelines for the 
Development of Municipal Harbor Management Plans, March 1997 draft.

In Section 11-1, harborlines are taken to mean boundary areas, as opposed to the boundary of the 
Pon as defined in Section 11-20. State litigation is currently underway that may definitely settle 
the jurisdiction of the allowances of an approved harborline. At present, the term harborline 
carries the meaning of the right to access navigation ( as in "out to the harbor") to engage in 
commerce. Ultimately, the CRMC is the regulatory body that decides what activities can be 
conducted within the tidal waters of the state regardless of the presence of a harborline.

RIGL §46-4
Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission.

Any person who violates any provision of subsections (a)(2), (4), (8), (9), (10) or (24) of this 
section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be subject to a fine not to exceed one thousand 
dollars ($1,000.00), or imprisonment not to exceed one (1) year, or both for each violation.
Any person charged with any violation set forth in subsections (a)(3)a.. b., (5), (7), (11), (12), 
(13), (14), (15), (16), (17) or (18) of this section and notified in writing by a police officer to 
appear to answer such charge before the Providence Municipal Coun may, in lieu of such 
appearance, elect to appear in person or by one duly authorized by him in writing, before the 
clerk of said coun, admit the truth of said charge, and pay to said clerk the designated fine; 
provided that such appearance, admission and payment be made at the office of said clerk during 
regular business office hours, within sixty (60) days of such notification, and failure to so appear 
shall be deemed a waiver of the right to dispose of such charge without personal appearance in 
coun.
In those cases where mail is used for payment of such fine, the payment shall be by check or by 
money order, and in those cases where payment is attempted with a check drawn against 
insufficient funds, an additional payment of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) shall be imposed 
against the violator to defray administrative costs.
The payment of a fine to the clerk of the municipal coun as herein provided for any violation set 
forth in subsections (a)(3)a., (5), (7), (11), (12), (13). (14). (15). (16). (17) and (18) shaU operate 
as a final disposition of the charge.
Notice of any violation set forth in subsections (a)(3)a.. (5). (7). (11). (12). (13). (14). (15). (16). 
(17) and (18) shall indicate the offense charged, a schedule of fines for such violation, the time 
within which such fine by mail may be exercised, the place to which such fine may be mailed and 
such other information as well enable the person charged to take advantage of the provisions 
hereof.

(Ord. 1993. ch. 93-30. sec. 3, 9-24-93)
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Sec. 11-1 Purpose and Applicability
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Sec. 11-1
Sec. 11-2 
Sec. 11-3 
Sec. 11-4 
Sec. 11-5
Sec. 11-6 
Sec. 11-7
Sec. 11-8 
Sec. 11-9

State law references-Autbority of council to appoint harbormaster and prescribing tertitorial extent of his powers and duties. Section 46-4-2, Gen. 
Laws 1956; duty of harbormaster to give notice of wrecks, Secbon 46^15, Gen, Laws 1956; special act authorizing council to pass ordinances 
relative to harbormaster. Act of March 11, 1859; special act relative to jurisdiction of harbormaster, P.L. 1923, c. 1121.

(b) Applicability.
The provisions of this chapter, and any rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto, shall be applicable to and shall 
govern the use of harbor lands, waters, facilities and activities under the jurisdiction of the City of Providence. This

Cross references - Obstructing streets leading to, adjoining harbor or river, sec. 23-3; bridges, sec. 23-154 et seq.; operation of vessels under, 
through bridges, sec. 23-160 ei seq.

State law references - Treatment of shipping and navigation under state law. chapters 46-1 - 46-11, Gen. Laws 1956; according to sec. 46-10-1, 
commissioner of wrecks and shipwrecked goods shall be appointed annually by council, but no such ordinance has been enacted; shore 
development, ch. 46-3. Gen. Laws 1956; harbor, harbor lines, ch. 46-4, Gen. Laws 1956; construction of pon facilities, ch. 46-5, Gen. Laws 
1956; obstructions to navigation, ch. 46-6, Gen. Laws 1956.

City Ordinances - Otd. 1993, ch. 93-30, sec. 3, 9-24-93; Ord. 1914, ch. 26, sec. 1; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 18; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 
1; Rev. Ords. 1946. ch. 16, sec. 1; Ord. No. 1914. ch. 27. sec. 13; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 15; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 2; Rev. Ords. 
1946. ch. 16. sec. 2; Ord. 1914. ch. 27. sec. 2; Rev. Ords. 1946. ch. 16, sec. 2; Ord. 1914. ch. 27, sec. 3; Rev. Ords. 1946. ch. 16, sec. 3; Ord. 
1914. ch. 27, sec. 7; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16. sec. 7; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 13; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 13; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 9; 
Rev. Ords. 1946. ch. 16, sec. 9; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 5; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 5; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 6; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 
16. sec. 6; Ord. 1914. ch. 27. sec. 8; Rev. Ords. 1946. ch. 16, sec. 8; Ord. 1914, ch, 27, sec, 14; Rev. Ords. 1946. ch., 16, sec. 17; Ord. 1914, 
ch. 27. sec. 19; Rev. Ords. 1946. ch. 16. sec. 10; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 4; Rev. Ords. 1946. ch. 16, sec. 4; Ord. 1914. ch. 27, sec. 13; Rev. 
Ords. 1946. ch. 16. sec. 14; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 13; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 16; Otd. 1984, ch. 84-66, sec. 1, 9-27-84; Ord. 1993, 
ch. 93-30. sec. 2, 9-24-93.

(a) Purpose.
The regulations set forth in this chapter are made in accordance with the city harbor management plan for the purpose 
of promoting the public health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of the City and the general public at large 
that uses the City’s waterfront. These regulations are designed to implement the harbor management plan, to provide 
for the safe harbor and use of boats, and to provide for the proper disposal of waste. These regulations are made with 
specific consideration given to the fragile resources existing in and along the City’s waterfront while permitting its 
safe and reasonable use by people.

Special act relative to harbor and public waters of Town of Providence, see digest of 1822, as amended by Act of Jan. 21, 1837, Act of Oct. 27, 
1841, Act of May 9, 1845, and Act of May 4, 1888; special act establishing harbor line on westerly side of Providence River south of Fields point 
and au±orizing city to take riparian rights, P.L, 1940, c. 839; special act establishing harbor line between Fox Point and railroad bridge at India 
Point, P.L. 1865. c. 557 , as amended by P.L. 1928, c, 1241; special act establish harbor lines on easterly side of river from Crawford Street 
Bridge to Fox Point, P.L. 1879, c. 758, as amended by P.L. 1928, c. 1241; other special acts authorizing establishment of harbor lines. Acts of 
March 3. 1855; P.L. 1885, c. 476; P.L. 1890, c. 914; P.L. 1892, c. 1096; P.L. 1896, c. 424.

Purpose and Applicability
Policy
Definitions
Area of Jurisdiction
Administration and Enforcement; Rivers and Harbor Commission 
Regulated Activities
Fees; Harbor Management Fund
Penalty
Disclaimer of Liability

Editor’s note - Section 1 of ch. 93-30. adopted Sept. 24. 1993, repealed sec. 11 -20, which pertained to violations and penalties atd derived from 
Ord. 1914. ch. 27. sec. 11 and Rev. Ords. 1946. ch. 16. sec. 11. Section 2 of ch. 93-30 renumbered sec. 11-21 as sec. 11-20 and Section 3 of 
ch. 93-30 added a new sec. 11-21.
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Sec. 11-4 Area of Jurisdiction
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[The boundaries of the port district of the pon of Providence are as follows;] Beginning at the division line 
of Plat 101 and Plat 56, said point being a point on Terminal Road and the range of the westerly property 
line of lot 5 on City of Providence Assessor’s Plat 56; thence in generally northerly direction, tdong the 
division line of Plat 101 and Plat 56, to an angle in the plat division line; thence turning an interior angle of

All waterfront areas, as detailed in the Harbor Management Plan for the City of Providence, shall fall under the 
jurisdiction of the city and shall be governed by this chapter and any rules and regulations adopted by the city. More 
specifically, it is that area of the waters of the city encompassed by the following description:

all the public waters westerly of the easterly sides of the ship channels in Seekonk River, Providence River 
and Harbor and Nanagansen Bay from the Pawtucket - Providence city line southerly to the point of 
intersection of the ship-channel side with a straight line drawn from Rumstick Point on the east shore to 
Rocky Point on the west shore, excluding that area subject to jurisdiction of the city of Cranston;

Anchoring • To secure a vessel temporarily to the bottom of a water body by dropping an anchor or anchors or other 
ground tackle from a vessel.
Channel - Any water areas that are federally maintained and reserved for unobstructed movement of vessels. 
Commission - The Rivers and Harbor Commission.
CRMC -The Coastal Resources Management Council.
Director - The Director of the Rivers and Harbor Commission.
Fairway - Any locally designated and ! or maintained water areas reserved for unobstructed movement of vessels. 
Rivers and Harbor Commission - The commission established or designated in accordance with this chapter to carry 
out responsibilities associated with the development, oversight, and administration of municipal harbor programs 
Harbor Management Plan (HMP) - The City of Providence master plan for development, maintenance, and 
conservation of its waterfront resources.
Harbormaster - An official appointed in accordance with this chapter to carry out the provisions of this chapter. 
There shall be a chief harbormaster who is responsible for the supervision and direction of all other harbormasters 
If this position is not filled, the duties of the harbormaster shall become the responsibility of the Rivers and Harbor 
Commission.
Houseboat / Floating Home - A building constructed on a raft, barge or hull that is used primarily for single family 
habitation. Houseboats may only be anchored in a permitted marina. Discharge of sanitary waste from houseboats 
into the waters of the City is prohibited.
Launching Ramp - Any man-made or natural facility used for the launching and retrieval of boats (Sec. 3(X).4, 
Coastal Resources Management Program
Marina - Any dock, pier, wharf, float, floating business or combination of such facilities that service five or more 
recreational boats as a commercial enterprise or in association with a club (Sec. 3(X).4, Coastal Resources 
Management Program)
Motorboat - Any vessel whether or not the vessel is propelled by machinery, for the purposes of this chapter, 
motorboat shall not include houseboats as defined in the General Laws of Rhode Island, any ferry, canoes, and 
rowboats twelve (12) feet in length or less.
Operate - To navigate or otherwise use a motorboat or vessel.
Person - An individual, group of people, parmership, firm, corporation, association, organization, trust, company, 
or other entity.
Resident - Any person whose legal residence or place of principal operation is the City.
Vessel - Every description of watercraft, other than a seaplane on water, used or capable of being used as a means 
of transportation on water. Specifically excluded by this definition are floating homes or houseboats.
Wake - A wave generated by a vessel.
Water Dependent Use - Activities or uses that can only be conducted on, in, over, or adjacent to tidal waters or 
coastal ponds because the use requires access to the water for transportation, recreation, energy production or source 
of water; also includes non-water dependent activities that provide access to the shore to broad segments of the public.
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Sec. 11-6 Regulated activities
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(a) Moorings
If the need for public moorings is determined through public participation, regulations will proposed.

(b) Guest Anchorage
A boat may anchor on its own anchor up to 48 hours in the public waters of the City. Written consent of the chief 
harbormaster is necessary for extended visits of more than 48 hours. No vessel will be allowed to anchor in the 
city waters utilizing his / her own ground tackle and be left unattended. The owner or operator and party may 
go ashore, but shall not leave the area. They shall be available to tend to the vessel in the event of heavy 
weather.

(c) Vessel Speed
1. The operation of any vessel within the coastal water and harbor areas of the City of Providence shall proceed in 

a manner which protects all persons and property from damage from waves, wake, and operation. Operators of 
vessels within the coastal waters and harbor areas of the City of Providence shall comply with sute regulations 
on vessel speeds and wake which esublishes a maximum speed for vessels at five (5) miles per hour, no wake 
(RIGL §46-22-9).

2. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel at a speed of greater than five (5) miles per hour no wake within 
the areas designated by the Commission;

3. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel within non-designated areas at a speed greater than forty-five (45) 
miles per hour during the hours from sunrise to sunset and twenty-five (25) miies per hour during periods of 
darkness or other periods of restricted visibility;

4. The City hereby designates the following vessel speed zones, to be established and marked immediately by City 
Council petition to the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management Division of Boating Safety:

recovered by the harbormaster of such owner or master by an action, in the name of the city, before any court 
of competent jurisdiction.

5. Remove, from time to time, any vessel not employed in receiving or discharging cargo, to make room for others 
requiring to be accommodated, and shall by the sole judge of the fact of any vessel’s being fairly and legitimately 
engaged in receiving or discharging the cargo. He ! she may also determine the extent, time and manner of 
accommodation respecting the stations of vessels, which should be extended by the owners or masters thereof to 
each other, and to required such accommodation to be extended.

6. Have the care, control and management of the city ships and of any public landings or floats maintained by the 
city.

7. Carry out all other powers and duties authorized to the harbormaster under various sute and federal marine laws, 
including but not limited to Marine Saniution Device (MSD) inspection and discharge responsibilities afforded 
through the U.S. coast Guard, MARPOL ANNEX V, Section 312 of the Clean Water Act, Title 46-22 of the 
General Laws of Rhode Island, and future laws to be enacted.

8. The harbormaster shall make a quarterly report to the council including therein the total statistics of the commerce 
of the port of Providence shown by his daily record book and such other information as he shall deem advisable.

9. The harbormaster shall attend daily at an office to be provided by the city and shall have regular office hours. 
Other Harbormasters. There shall be other harbormasters as needed determined by the chief harbormaster, who shall

be appointed by the mayor and serve at the pleasure of the mayor. The barbormaster(s) shall work for the chief 
harbormaster and shall have the power and duties delegated to them by the Director.

Compensation. The chief harbormaster and the harbormaster(s) shall receive an annual stipend and shall be 
compensated for expenses incurred in the performance of their duties. All compensation shall be included in the 
Commission’s budget, and acted upon by the City Council.

Qualifications. The chief harbormaster and the harbormaster(s) shall be required to possess knowledge of 
harbormaster management techniques such as those offered through the Rhode Island Harbormaster Association 
training program. The chief harbormaster shall, at minimum, show and maintain proficiency in: basic First Aid 
and CPR; seamanship! towing; boating safety enforcement; law enforcement! probable cause; liability; harbor 
management; pollution control / fisheries; oil spill response; and water quality. Other qualifications include small 
boat handling, navigation, oral and written communication, budgeting, and administrative procedures.
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(e) Abandoned Vessels or Harbor Structures
No person shall deposit or abandon a vessel or structure upon the shore, a public right-of-way or on and within the 
waters of the city. When any vessel or structure is deposited or abandoned in the waters of the city, the Director is 
authorized and empowered to remove the same or cause the same to be removed.
1. Notice of removal ofvessel/harbor structures. If the person who owns, has an interest in, or exercises any control 

over the vessel or structure, or otherwise is known, the Director, or his/her lawfully designated agent, shall give 
written notice by cenified mail to said person to remove the vessel or structure within a specified time.

2. Removal of vessel/harbor structures. If the vessel or structure is not removed within the time specified in the 
notice and in a manner and to a place satisfactory to the Director, or his ! her lawfully designated agent, or if no 
such person is known to the Director, or his / her lawfully designated agent, upon whom the notice can be served, 
then the Director, or his / her lawfully designated agent, may proceed to remove, or cause the vessel or structure 
to be removed, in a manner and to a place the Director, or his/her lawfully designated agent, shall deem 
appropriate.

3. Liability. The owner (or such other person notified) of a vessel or structure removed by the Director in 
accordance with this chapter shall be liable to pay the cost and expenses of the removal and storage, or to repay 
the same when paid by the city. The expense may be recovered in an action brought by the city solicitor against 
the owner(s). If the owner(s) are unknown or the vessel or structure is unclaimed within ninety (90) days of the

8. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel on and within the waters of the city for towing a person or persons 
on water skis, or a surfboard or similar device unless there is in the motorboat or vessel a person at least twelve 
(12) years of age, in addition to the operator, in a position to observe the progress of the person or persons being 
towed; and at least one (1) personal flotation device (PFD) for each person being towed;

9. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel on and within any waters of the city towing a person or persons 
on water skis, a surfboard or similar device beginning at one (1) hour after sunset and ending at one (1) hour 
before sunrise;

10. No person shall engage in water skiing, surfboarding, or similar activity at any time between the hours beginning 
at one (1) hour after sunset and ending at one (1) hour before sunrise, or within areas in which said activities are 
prohibited;

11. No person shall operate or manipulate any motorboat, vessel, tow rope or other device by which the direction 
or location of water skis, a surfboard, or similar device may be affected or controlled in such a way as to cause 
the water skis, surfboard, or similar device, or any person thereon, to collide with or strike against any object 
or person;

12. No person shall conduct a regatta, motorboat, or other boat race, marine parade, tournament, or exhibition, 
except on the terms and conditions specifically set forth by the Commission;

13. No person shall engage in scuba divining, skin diving, or snorkeling in an area where power or motorboats are 
operated, unless the proper warning flags, as set forth in state law, are posted;

14. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel within fifty (50) feet of any warning flag as set forth in state law;
15. No person shall throw, dispose of, deposit, or cause to be thrown, disposed of, or deposited, bottles, glass 

crockery, cans, scrap metal, junk, paper, garbage, refuse or debris of any nature, or any noxious substance in 
or upon any of the waters within the city;

16. No person shall moor or anchor a houseboat unless such mooring or anchoring is done within designated areas.
17. Swimming is prohibited in all federal navigation channels, navigation fairways, and transient anchorage areas. 

Fishing and shellfishing are prohibited in all federal navigation channels and navigation fairways. The placement 
of lobster pots, pot floats, and fish nets is also prohibited in all federal navigation channels and navigation 
fairways.

18. In accordance with the Coastal Resources Management Program, Section 300.5, houseboats or floating businesses 
are prohibited from mooring or anchoring unless within the boundaries of a marina. Houseboats or floating 
businesses shall tie into pumpout facilities.

19. The police and fire departments may use the city launch at night, when not required for use by the harbor master 
in the performance of his duties, for the purpose of patrol of the harbor and other public waters within the city, 
and may employ a night engineer on said launch, the expense thereof and any other expenses of running said 
launch at night for paid purpose to be paid from the appropriation for said depanments.
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Sec. 11-8 Penalty

Appendix 1 - Regulations and Jurisdiction Page 1 - 23

(b) Harbor Management Fund
A harbor management fund is hereby created to receive and expend monies for harbor management purposes 
determined by the City. All revenues generated by fines levied under the provisions of the harbor management 
ordinance shall be deposited into this fund. Funds shall be disbursed for purposes directly associated with the 
management and implementation of the harbor management plan. Monies form this fund may be allocated to the chief 
harbormaster or his/her designee for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of the harbor management plan and/or 
the harbor management ordinance. The harbor management fund shall be established, budgeted, and ariminktpreri 
in a manner consistent with the procedure contained within the City of Providence Chaner and funded through the 
Commission’s annual budget as a line item.

Fine
$ 25.00

50.00
75.00
100.00

5.00 per mile in excess of speed limit

a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

5. Any person who violates the provisions of subsection (c)(3) of Section 11-6 of this ordinance shall be required 
to anend a boating safety course in addition to the payment of any fine. In the event a fine as set forth for each 
violation is not paid or a pleas of not guilty is not entered by any person charged with any violation prior to the 
founeenth day after the date of the violation, said fine shall be doubled. In the event a fine as-set forth for each 
violation is not paid or a plea of not guilty is not entered subsequent to the founeenth day after the date of 
violation, said fine shall be tripled.

6. Any person who violates any provisions of subsections (d)(5), (d)(15), (e), (f), or (k) of Section 11-6 of this 
ordinance shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor and shall be subject to a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars 
($500.(X)), or imprisonment not to exceed thirty (30) days, or both for each violation.

7. Any person who violates any provision of subsections (d)(1), (d)(2), (d)(3), (d)(6), (d)(7) or (d)( 16) of Section 
11-6 of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and shall be subject to a fine not to exceed one thousand 
dollars (SI,000.00), or imprisonment not to exceed one (1) year, or both for each violation.

8. ?\ny person charged with any violation set forth in subsections (c), (d)(4), (d)(8), (d)(9), (d)(10), (d)(l 1), (d)(12), 
(d)( 13), (d)( 14), (i), or (j) of Section 11-6 of this ordinance and notified in writing by a police officer to appear 
to answer such charge before the Providence Municipal Coun may, in lieu of such appearance, elect to appear 
in person or by one duly authorized by him in writing, before the clerk of said court, admit the truth of said 
charge, and pay to said clerk the designated fine; provided that such appearance, admission and payment be made 
at the office of said clerk during regular business office hours, within sixty (60) days of such notification, and 
failure to so appear shall be deemed a waiver of the right to dispose of such charge without personal appearance 
in coun.

Note: see attached for a sample violation notice 
The general penalties provided for by Section 1-10 of the Code of Ordinances shall apply to violations of this chapter 
except that any person electing to appear before the clerk of the coun, or in lieu of a personal appearance electing to 
enter an appearance by mail, and admining the violations charged shall be punished by a fine as set forth for each 
violation as follows;
1. Any person who violates any provision of subsections (c)(1), (c)(2), (d)(14) or (j) of Section 11-6 of thk 

ordinance shall be subject to a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00) for each violation.
2. Any person who violates any provision of subsections (d)(4), (d)(12), (h), (i) or (j) of Section 11-6 of this 

ordinance shall be subject to a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each violation.
3. Any person who violates any provision of subsections (d)(8), (d)(9), (d)( 10) or (d)( 11) of Section 11-6 of this 

ordinance shall be subject to a fine not to exceed two hundred dollars ($200.00) for each violation.
4. Any person who violates the provisions of subsection (c)(3) of Section 11-6 of this ordinance shall be subject to 

the following fines:
MPH In Excess of Sneed Limit
1-10
11 - 15
16 - 20
21 -25
26 and above
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2.1 Background

2.2 Maritime Trade

Appendix 2 - Providence Harbor Historical Perspective Page 2-1

Mile End Cove, located on the east side of the Providence River where Wickenden Street meets 
1-195, was fed by a small brook that is now Brook Street. South of the cove was Foxes Hill, no 
longer visible, and then Fox Point. The shoreline of a much wider Seekonk River was sandy at 
India Point and steeply wooded to the north (RISD, 1974).

At the time, Newport was the predominant city in Rhode Island and all trade had to clear through 
Newpon customs. Providence did not come into her own until after the British occupation of 
Newport in the mid to late 1770s. Newport trade was shattered by the end of the Revolutionary 
War and Providence stepped in to fill the void.

In the early 1600's the Providence River was wider and more easily navigable. Downtown 
Providence was a marshy peninsula known as Weybosset. North of the Weybosset the Great Salt 
Cove extended for hundreds of acres and was deep enough for the tallest ships. The cove 
extended west for more than a mile as a broad, flat valley of salt marshes which surrounded the 
Woonasquatucket River. •

A sand bluff stood to the north where the State Capitol is located and to the east was a tidal 
esmary. To the north, where Charles Street is now, the Moshassuck River cascaded over a small 
waterfall into the estuary. Several small coves and brooks marked the shoreline between a 
peninsula at Davol Square and Fields Point, along the area now dominated by wharves and piers.

The height of Providence's maritime history was in the late eighteenth century. The entire 
settlement was located in the area known as the waterfront today and Market Place was the heart

Appendix 2
HISTORY OF PROVIDENCE WATERWAYS

Historically, all trade and most travel in and out of Providence was by sea. Larger ships would 
anchor in the Providence River and send cargo and passengers upstream in small boats. 
International trade began as early as 1654 with construction of wharves on the Providence River 
beginning in 1680. By the mid-eighteenth cenmry. Providence ships travelled to the Caribbean, 
South America, Africa, and evenmally to the West Indies.

In the Spring of 1636, Roger Williams, a religious and political fugitive from the Massachusetts 
Colony, crossed the Seekonk River in a canoe and landed at what is now known as Roger 
Williams Square on Gano Street. He then paddled around Fox Point and up the Great Salt River, 
now known as the Providence River. When Williams landed at the confluence of the 
Woonasquatucket and Moshassuck Rivers, he set his final camp and named it Providence. There 
have been many changes to the shorelines of Providence since the times of Roger Williams.
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2.4 Bridges

Seekonk River2.5

Page 2-3Appendix 2 - Providence Harbor Historical Perspective

Mediterranean. Oil companies established depots in the lower harbor along Allens Avenue to 
replace the many coal wharves of Dyer Street.

Rhode Island was the center of the American oyster industry and the Seekonk River was the heart 
of Rhode Island's oyster industry. The most abundant supplies were north of Wickenden Street 
and where the Brown University boathouse stands today. The oyster population started to 
decrease before 1920 due to the pollution associated with sewage discharges and gasoline spills. 
The oyster industry was forced to completely close Seekonk operations by 1940.

The Seekonk was spared much of the attention afforded to the Providence, Woonasquatucket, and 
Moshassuck Rivers. Its shores remained almost unchanged until only a hundred years ago. Even 
after development began along the Seekonk, the waterfront lots weren't quickly developed. The 
location where Roger Williams first landed was covered by twenty feet of fill in 1893 when the 
park was developed. In 1878 when Gano Street was built, this area was excavated down to bare 
slate and abandoned.

Most passenger ships discontinued service with the arrival of the automobile and the rest ceased 
during the WWI. With the exception of the coal deliveries to power plants, the resumption of the 
Block Island ferry service after WWI, and the use of tugboat moorings, the working port had 
completely abandoned the upper harbor. The wharves and adjacent buildings which were 
destroyed or damaged during the Hurricane of 1938 were never repaired. Hurricane Carol, in 
1954, destroyed the wharves and freight buildings at Fox and India Points. These storms assured 
that the active life of the upper harbor was finished (Warner, 1985).

By the early 20th cenmry the upper Providence River had become an eyesore and a source of 
embarrassment. In 1914, the City Planning Commission wanted to cover the river completely. 
In 1926, the Whitten Report proposed a plan to extend the Crawford Street Bridge over the river 
and use the extra space for parking. In 1946, the City Planning Commission recommended that 
an expressway be built down the center of the river and that the flow be confined to underground 
culverts (Warner, 1985).

The first bridge to cross the Providence River was a wooden bridge built in 1660 where 
Weybosset Street is now. During the mid 1800s, several bridges spanned the river: the Park 
Bridge (1848), the Exchange Bridge (1848), and the new Weybosset Bridge (1843). By 1867, 
more than two hundred thousand people still crossed the river on the India Street and James Street 
ferries. By this time, the rivers were seen more as an inconvenience than as a trade route. To 
make crossing the river easier, the first Point Street Bridge was completed in 1872 as work began 
on the Crawford Street Bridge. The city was becoming increasingly congested. The common 
solution to this problem was to build roadways that not only crossed the Providence River but also 
encroached on its shores.
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Blackstone Valley National Heritage Corridor

Page 2-5Appendix 2 - Providence Harbor Historical Perspective

In Providence the Blackstone Valley National Heritage Corridor (BVNHC) includes the shoreline 
of the Seekonk River, the Outer Harbor between the Washington Bridge (1-195) and the Hurricane 
Barrier, and north along the east shore of the Providence River to north-south Amtrak line. Any 
federally funded or permitted projects proposed on the East Side of Providence must demonstrate 
consistency with the goals and objectives of the BVNHC Plan (the so called "purple book"). 
Water quality improvements, recreation, and tour boats are generally consistent with this plan.

The Woonosquatucket River is in the process of being nominated as American Heritage River, 
This nomination is being coordinated by the RIHPHC, BVNHC and the City of Providence. 
Water quality improvements and recreational use are typically consistent activities on American 
Heritage Rivers.

All of the undisturbed land area north of the Henderson Bridge is considered by RIHPHC as 
archaeologically sensitive because the area retains much of its original topography. The shoreline 
between the Henderson Bridge and Fox Point has undergone significant development, and has 
been altered and filled (Nanagansett Bay Commission, 1994).

Butler Hospital Interceptor Sewer Project. Sites evaluated included the Red Slipper Site 
(RI 1877) and the Shaded Seekonk Site (RI 1876) (previously RI 929). Other 
archaeological sites recorded at Butler Hospital are prehistoric sites RI 658, RI 929, and 
RI 1878, a historic site at Goose Point.
Constance Witherbee Park at Richmond Square
Washington Bridge South over the Seekonk River
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Harbor Management PlanCin of Providence

Water Quality3.1

3.1.1 Combined Sewer Outfalls

Since 1982, when the NBC took over management of the sewage system from the city of

Page 3-1Appendix 3 - Resource Inveraory

In recent years, important steps have been taken by the Narragansett Bay Commission (NBC) to 
reduce pollutant loadings on the watercourses in the metropolitan Providence area as part of the 
CSO plan. The NBC maintams the CSOs and the treatment facility at Field's Point in Providence. 
The NBC also maintains the Central Falls and Pawmcket CSOs and the WWTF at Bucklin Point. 
Wastewater treatment plants have been upgraded, and some CSO abatement improvements have 
been made to the existing system.

Presently, during most rainstorms, outfalls still divert some combined sewage to the nearby 
waterways. This diversion of CSOs--coupled with all other non-point sources of pollution- 
deteriorates the quality of the water, creating odors, and causing an unsightly appearance on the 
river from floating debris. The high incidence of fecal coliform associated with CSOs during the 
overflow events has caused the closing of shellfishing harvesting areas in Narragansett Bay. To 
date, extensive water quality studies have been performed to determine the magnitude of the 
pollution problem. These snidies have shown that the waters are contaminated with copper, lead, 
nickel, hypoxia, PCBs. and fecal coliform. Water quality modeling has also been performed to 
investigate the effects of various mitigation alternatives (NBC, 1994).

Rivers tributary to the Narragansett Bay have been subject to numerous sources of industrial, 
commercial, and residential pollution since the Industrial Revolution. The Woonasquatucket, 
Moshassuck. and Blackstone (upstream of the Seekonk River) Rivers-provided a much needed 
source of power, and a convenient method of waste disposal. Wastes from fabric dyeing, 
metalworking, leather tanning, mills, and other activities were dumped into the rivers. These 
activities, which are no longer discharging, have severely diminished the quality of these waters 
to the point that water contact recreation is limited and aquatic habitats have nearly disappeared 
in many of the waterways included in the Providence Harbor. Over time, large quantities of 
toxins have also accumulated in the sediments of the rivers and the Narragansett Bay, and 
contributed to the degraded quality of the waterways.

Minimum health standards were enacted in the late 1890s which led to the construction of 
municipal sewer collection and treatment systems, including the Field's Point WWTF around 1900 
and the Bucklin Point WWTF in 1952. To convey the sewage to the treatment facilities, large 
interceptor pipes were constructed. The system does not, however, have the capacity to convey 
all sanitary sewage and stormwater to WWTFs. To minimize the problems of these large 
volumes, overflow pipes were built into the system. These overflow pipes continue to allow 
combined stormwater and sanitary sewage to flow into the river during rain events when the 
capacity of the interceptor sewer is exceeded.

Appendix 3
RESOURCE INVENTORY
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3.1.2 Rhode bland Department of Environmental Management Water Resources
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Providence, it has spent approximately $90 million to improve the Field's Point WWTF. In 
addition, the NBC has invested approximately $23 million on improvements to the Bucklin Point 
WWTF to meet permit limits. At this time, the NBC is reassessing the CSO plan and is expected 
to make a decision by mid summer 1997. Two alternatives are under consideration and one has 
been approved. Once a design has been selected, completion of the new CSO facilities could take 
twenty years or longer. Construction of either of the three alternatives will most likely have a 
significant impact on the Providence shorelines. Whether this impact will be temporary or 
permanent depends on the altemative(s) chosen.

Class B - These waters are designated for fish and wildlife habitat and primary and 
secondary contact recreational activities. They shall be suitable for compatible industrial 
processes and cooling, hydropower, aquacultural uses, navigation, and irrigation and other 
agricultural uses. These waters shall have good aesthetic value.

Water quality standards for the waters of Providence are set by the Water Resources Division of 
the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management (RIDEM). The water quality 
standards defme the water quality goals of a water body, by designating the use or uses to be 
made of the water and by setting criteria necessary to protect the uses. Therefore, the designated 
water quality standards may not reflect current water quality conditions. Water quality standards 
are intended to protect public health and welfare, enhance the quality of water and serve the 
purposes of the Clean Water Act and the General Laws of Rhode Island. Whenever attainable, 
water quality standards should: provide water quality for the protection and propagation of fish, 
shellfish, and wildlife and for the recreation in and on the water; take into account their use and 
value as public water supplies; and take into consideration their use for agricultural, industrial, 
and other purposes including navigation.

All surface waters are classified according to the most sensitive beneficial use of the resource 
which it is intended to protect. The RIDEM water use classifications as they are defined in the 
1988 "Water Quality Regulations for Water Pollution Control" are shown in Table 3-1 and as they 
appear in August, 1997 “Water Quality Regulations” are as follows;

Class A - These waters are designated as a source of public drinking water supply, for 
primary and secondary contact recreational activities and for fish and wildlife habitat. 
They shall be suitable for compatible industrial processes and cooling, hydropower, 
aquacultural uses, navigation, and irrigation and other agricultural uses. These waters 
shall have good aesthetic value.

Class Bl - These waters are designated for primary and secondary contact recreational 
activities and fish and wildlife habitat. They shall be suitable for compatible industrial 
processes and cooling, hydropower, aquacultural uses, navigation, and irrigation and other 
agricultural uses. These waters shall have good aesthetic value. Primary contact
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due to pathogens from approved wastewater discharges. However all Class SB criteria must be met.

i
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a. CSQ - These waters will likely be impacted by combined sewer overflows in accordance with 
approved CSO Facilities Plans and in compliance with rule 19.E.1 of the RIDEM Water Quality 
Regulations and the Rhode Island CSO Policy. Therefore, primary contact recreational activities; 
shellfishing uses; and fish and wildlife habitat will likely be restricted.

Class SC - These waters are designated for secondary contact recreational activities, and fish and wildlife 
habitat. The shall be suitable for aquacultural uses, navigation, and industrial cooling. These waters 
shall have good aesthetic value.

The northern end of the River from India Point to Gaspee Point/Bullock Point is designated Class 
SC. Cruises sponsored by the Narragansett Bay Project found that throughout the entire Bay, the 
highest pollutant concentrations were found in the Providence River. Of the parameters measured 
throughout the Bay; phosphorus, nitrogen, silica, copper and nickel were higher in the Providence 
River with the inorganics exceeding the USEPA's chronic water quality criteria. Measurements 
of oxygen showed periods of anoxia or near anoxia in the bottom waters of the Providence River, 
although these levels were never low enough to prevent fish and bottom dwellers from living

The following partial uses may be assigned to a waterbody segment where applicable, and may affect the 
application of criteria. These designations are represented by lower case letters, a or b, and appear in 
brackets next to the classification.

The proposed (in the 1997 draft) water use classifications for the Providence and Seekonk Rivers 
within the project area are Class SBl{a}. The proposed classification for the Woonasquatucket 
River is Class Bl {a} and for the Moshassuck River is B{a}. The current water use classifications 
for the Providence and Seekonk Rivers are Class SC within the project area. The current 
classification for the Woonasquatucket and Moshassuck Rivers are Class C. These classification 
are based on quantitative measure of general and specific physical, chemical, and biological 
criteria.

b. Concentration of Vessels - These waters are in the vicinity of marinas and/or mooring fields 
and therefore seasonal shellfishing closures will likely be required as listed in the recent (revised 
annually) RIDEM document entitled Shellfish Closure Areas. For Class SA waters, all Class SA 
criteria must be attained at all times.

Providence River: (Class SC) The Providence River is formed by the confluence of the 
Moshassuck and Woonasquatucket Rivers in the center of Providence. From its head, the River 
runs south approximately 1.3 miles to the hurricane barrier at Fox Point. The River is generally 
quite shallow and narrow in this reach. At low tide, the River almost empties, becoming 
completely fresh as far south as the 1-195 bridge. Below the bridge, the River widens and 
becomes deeper. Just below the hurricane barrier at India Point, the Seekonk River joins the 
Providence River. Below this point, the River continues to widen to its mouth at Conimicut 
Point, approximately eight miles south of Fox Point, where it becomes Upper Narragansett Bay 
(Wright, 1991). The Providence River is influenced by urban land use in Providence, East 
Providence, Cranston, and Warwick.

*
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there. (RIDEM, 1990).
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Moshassuck River : (Class C) The 23.7 square mile Moshassuck River drainage area f. 
through the towns of Cumberland, Lincoln and North Providence and the cities of Pawtut 
Central Falls, and Providence. The average river flow is 27 MGD.

From its headwaters to a point 1.6 miles downstream the River is designated as Class B. F 
there to the point where it merges with the Moshassuck River and empties into the Provid. | 
River, the River is designated as Class C. The Class C segment flows south and east thre 
downtown Providence where pollutants from CSOs and urban runoff contribute to poorer v ' 
quality. The 1988 USGS data indicated elevated concentrations of copper, cadmium, nitrate 
total phosphorus. The elevated concentrations of the organic parameters, nitrate and 
phosphorus, may indicate eutrophic conditions (RIDEM, 1990). Previous Narragansett 
Project reports indicate exceedance of PCB Aquatic Life Criteria (RIDEM, 1994).

The Moshassuck River has a limited recreational value due to the effects of point discharges 
non-point pollution sources as well as the size of the River. (Appendix H) Point sources inc 
the 12 combined sewer overflows and/or by-passes into the River. Non-point sources inc 
runoff from farmlands in agricultural areas upstream, failing septic systems, and urban run

In summary, 30.15 river miles are fully supporting and fishable/swimmable, with 8.66 n 
being threatened. Approximately 9.3 miles of the River are not supporting designated uses 
are not attainable for fishing/swimming. (RIDEM, 1990)

The downstream segment extending 5.00 miles upstream from the mouth is designated as ( 
C. The second segment extends the remainder of the River, 4.12 miles, and is designated as ( 
B. (RIDEM, 1990) The downstream segment, being within a highly urbanized watershed 
elevated levels of sodium, chloride, total coliform, and fecal coliform, although they de 
exceed current standards or guidelines. While only giving a limited amount of information, 
samples were taken and tested by the USGS in 1988. Both copper measurements exceeded i 
and chronic criteria. One of two mercury samples also exceeded chronic criteria, and 
concentrations were elevated. (RIDEM, 1990)

I
I

Seekonk River: (Class SC) The Seekonk is the receiving water of the Blackstone Riv 
Pawtucket and flows 5 miles through the urbanized cities of Providence, East Providence 
Pawtucket. The Seekonk is one of the primary tributaries to the Providence River 
Narragansett Bay. Much of the land along the Blackstone River is used for industrial purp 
Both rivers remain a source of cooling water to industrial and utility firms along its bank

1 •

The entire 6.6 square miles of the Providence River are determined to be in non-suppoi 
designated uses. (RIDEM, 1990)

f

Woonasquatucket River: (Class C) The drainage area contributing to the Woonasquatu 
River from its mouth is 51.9 square miles and extends into Johnson, Gloucester and Smithf; 
(RIDEM, 1990) The River flow is an average of 64 MGD. All of the waterbodies located w 
this watershed are designated as Class B waters.
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3.1.3 Marine Discharges

3.2 Coastal Resource Management Council
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Although federal law requires all recreational boats with an installed toilet to be equipped with 
approved marine sanitation devices (MSDs), boats still discharge treated wastes legally and 
untreated wastes illegally into coastal waters. The discharge of these sanitary wastes may have 
a significant impact on the quality of the water by increasing the Biological Oxygen Demand 
(BOD) and introducing pathogens into the water and will contribute to the degradation of the 
water quality in Providence Harbor.

"Both point and nonpoint sources of pollution are contributing to the non-support of designated 
uses in the Seekonk. Upstream inputs from the Blackstone River, 11 combined sewer overflows 
and/or by-passes, the Bucklin Point Wastewater Treatment Facility, and urban runoff and highway 
nmoff are all believed to contribute to heavy metal concentrations that exceed chronic and acute 
criteria." (RIDEM, 1990) The entire five miles of the Seekonk do not support designated uses and 
the fishable/swimmable goal is not attainable. (RIDEM, 1990)

The Blackstone River flows into the Seekonk River at the dam in Pawtucket and is the primary 
tributary of the Seekonk River. Within Rhode Island, the Blackstone River extends 16 miles 
through Woonsocket, North Smithfield, Cumberland, Lincoln, and Pawtucket. The Blackstone 
River has a drainage area of 472 square miles (USGS, 1990); 71 percent of its watershed is 
located in Massachusetts. (RIDEM, 1990)

The Coastal Resources Management Council recognizes the unique and precious resources 
inherent in the state's coastal waters and is committed to protect and continually improve the water 
quality for the general public welfare of the citizens of the state. It is considered of paramount 
importance to identify, measure and document all sources of both direct (point) and indirect 
(nonpoint) pollution and potential threats of pollution. Pollution sources from both land and water 
sources should be identified and the impacts of this pollution mitigated to the greatest extent 
practicable.

RIDEM is cunently developing a permit application to give the entire Narragansett Bay a "no 
discharge" stams. This permit application is being filed by RIDEM to the USEPA and is 
contingent on the existence of "adequate and reasonably available" pump-out stations for boater 
use. USEPA Region I guidelines state that there must be at least one pump-out station for every 
600 boats in non-transient harbors. Once the "no discharge" status has been obtained, RIGL 46- 
12-39 prohibits sewage discharges from boats and RIGL 46-12-40 and RIGL 46-12-41 give 
authority to the police officers, harbormasters, and assistant harbormasters to enforce RIGL 46- 
12-39 and penalize violators.

The purpose of this section is to provide guidance to municipalities in applying the policies of the 
Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC) related to maintaining, and where possible, 
improving water quality. These guidelines ensure that municipalities develop goals and 
recommendations in their harbor management plans that will be consistent with the goals of the 
CRMC in addressing water quality issues.
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Natural Resources3.3

3.3.1 Conservation Areas

There are no conservation areas wihtin the project area.

3.3.2 Wetlands

Pa.Appendix 3 - Resource Inventory

Water Type - The Coastal Resource Management Council (CRMC) has designated coastal z 
and waters within the state according to use suitability under six water use type categories. T 
categories are defined in Table 3.2. These categories are directly linked to the characteristic 
the shoreline. The activities on the adjacent mainland are the primary determinant of the uses 
qualities of any specific water site.

Freshwater wetlands are considered important natural resources with diverse qualities, 
provide fish, wildlife and plant habitat; they contribute to biodiversity; they provide flood

The Coastal Resources Management Program (the Red Book) provides guidelines for allov. 
activities inpanicular areas of the state's coastal waters, and contains applicable standards 
practices which must be used to mitigate impacts to water quality. The following is a list o 
allowed and prohibited uses of specific water areas under the CRMP. In many cases, a ce 
use may be allowable only with restrictions, such as mooring areas in densities which de 
violate water quality standards. Water type designations are a means of controlling developi 
in the coastal areas, much like land development is controlled through zoning ordinances.

The CRMC has designated the Providence and Woonasquatucket Rivers as Type 6 waters as 
as the federally maintained channel in the Seekonk River. Line "b" shown in Figure n-2B 
straight line running generally WNW from the Union Oil property boundary south of Bold I 
in East Providence to the westerly boundary of India Point Park in Providence. Up river ol 
line the Seekonk River is designated as Type 4 with the exception of the shipping channel, 
Moshassuck River is not given a CRMC designation because it not considered navigable w.

Generally, any activity or alteration that is proposed for tidal waters, coastal ponds, shore 
features and areas that are contiguous to shoreline features are required to receive a Cot' 
Assent through the issuance of a permit for such activity. The tidal waters and shoreline z 
have been assigned to one of six use categories which are directly linked to the characteristic 
the shoreline, since the activities on the shore are directly linked to the uses and qualities o 
adjoining water areas.

Concentrations of vessels can often be significant sources of pollution; sewage, gas, oil, and t 
bottom paints are all potential pollutants. In order to protect water quality, the DEM regu 
the density and number of boats allowed in marinas, mooring areas, and harbors througi 
Water Quality Certification process. A primary emphases of this program is the protectio 
public health and shellfishing areas. Allowable numbers of boats are dependent on 
relationship between the area covered by the marina or mooring field, water depth, proximi 
shellfish resources and availability of vessel holding tank pumpout facilities.
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DefinitionCategory

Source; RICRMP
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Large expanses of open water in Narragansen Bay and the Sounds which support a 
variety of commercial and recreational activities while maintaining good value as a 
fish and wildlife habitat; open waters adjacent to shorelines that could support water­
dependent commercial, industrial, and/or high-intensity recreational activities

TABLE 3.2
CRMC WATER USE CATEGORIES

Intensely utilized water areas where recreational boating activities dominate and 
where the adjacent shorelines are developed as marinas, boatyards, and associated 
water-enhanced and water-dependent businesses

Waters in areas with high scenic value that suppon low-intensity recreational and 
residential uses; seasonal mooring areas where good water quality and fish and 
wildlife habitat are maintained

protection; and they contribute to water quality maintenance. Wetlands in the project harbor 
management area are under the jurisdiction of both the RIDEM Division of Wetlands and the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, the latter regulating via Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.

Areas extensively altered in order to accommodate commercial and industrial 
activities; includes all or ponions of the following areas: Pon of Providence, Tiverton 
shipping area. Quonset Point and Davisville, Coddington Cove, Melville, Galilee and 
Jerusalem, and Westerly waterfront

Waters that are adjacent to waterfront areas that support a variety of tourists, 
recreational, and commercial activities; included waterbodies are Newpon Harbor, 
Bristol Harbor, Warren waterfront. Wickford Harbor, Old Harbor-Block Island, East 
Greenwich Harbor, and Watch Hill Harbor

One or more of the following: water areas that are within or adjacent to the 
boundaries of designated wildlife refuges and conservation areas; water areas that 
have retained natural habiut or maintain scenic values of unique or unusual 
significance; water areas that are particularly unsuitable for structures due to their 
exposure to severe wave action, flooding, and erosion

Wetlands including those adjacent to waters of the United States, are defined by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers as those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or groundwater at a 
frequency and duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a 
prevalence of vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. The term adjacent 
means bordering, contiguous, or neighboring, including those areas separated from other waters 
of the U.S. by man-made dikes or barriers, namral river berms, etc. Waters of the U.S. is 
defined as a) navigable waters; b) wetlands; c) tributaries to navigable waters, including adjacent 
wetlands, lakes and ponds; d) interstate waters, their tributaries and wetlands; e) all other waters, 
including isolated wetlands, streams, etc. (Section 404 of the Clean Water Act). The US Fish and 
Wildlife Service has mapped wetland areas on 2000-scale base mapping as part of its National 
Wetlands Inventory (NWI).

Type 3
High Intensity Boating

Type 4
Multi-Purpose Waters

Type 6
Industrial Waterfronts 

and Commercial
Navigational Channels

Types
Commercial and

Recreational Harbors

Type 2
Low Intensity Use

Type 1
Conservation Areas
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Providence River - The shoreline of the Providence River is tidally influenced and has b 
disturbed by the activities associated with urban and maritime activities. According to the N 
map, there are two isolated wetland areas within the project area along the Providence River. ' 
first is a small open water body near the petroleum storage facilities north of the former state j 
and south of the Sprague oil tanks or City Wharf as denoted on the map. This wetland has b 
confirmed by field examination not to exist, the site being occupied by a stockpile of road s 
The second wetland area is identified on the county Soil Survey Map as a storm water drain 
ditch in the near-tidal/intenidal zone of the Providence River at the foot of Thurbers Aven 
This wetland comprises Matunuck Mucky Peat, a soil unit typically associated with tidal marsh

The 1971 Wetlands Act of Rhode Island also regulates the alteration of freshwater wetlands 
is state policy under this act to preserve the purity and integrity of the swamps, marshes, be 
and other wetlands and waters of the state. The Act defines freshwater wetlands as marsl 
bogs, ponds, river and stream floodplains and banks, areas subject to flooding or storm flow? 
emergent and submergent plant communities in any body of freshwater, including rivers 
streams and that area of land within 50 feet of the edge of any bog, marsh, swamp, or po 
Wetlands also are defined by plant species in that Act.

Seekonk River - Downstream of the Main Street dam in Pawtucket, the Seekonk River is t; 
and given two distinct classifications by the USFifeWS on the NWI maps. The majority of 
river is classified as estuarine subtidal open waters; the dredged channel within the Seekonl 
classified as estuarine inter-tidal flat-bottom waters. Both classifications denote open w: 
wetland conditions.

Woonasquatucket River - South of Exchange Street, immediately downstream of the point wh 
the Moshassuck joins the Woonasquatucket, the NWI map recognizes the more natural state ; 
tidal influence of the Woonasquatucket River with its classification of the open water as 
estuarine wetland (ElOW). Extreme channelization and manipulation of the Woonasquatucke 
Water Place Park has resulted in the disabling of the watercourse to support any other nan 
wetland conditions beyond the floodway of the river. Upstream wetland areas are typic: 
confined to the river banks (R20W). The river is tidally influenced to a dam near Eagle Sb 
(RIOW).

Moshassuck River - The Moshassuck River has also been channelized to a great extent along 
majority of its course. The result is the disabling of the Moshassuck to support normal wetl 
conditions along much of its course, even within the open waters of the existing chani 
However, the reach within the project area has a NWI classification of ElOW.

Several wetlands indicated on the NWI maps included York Pond and Blackstone Pon: 
Blackstone Park, and a marsh at the mouth of Grotto Brook which is located between the Bu 
Hospital Grounds and Blackstone Park. It should be noted that the marsh associated with Gn 
Brook is designated for preservation by the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Cou 
(CRMP, 1996). This marsh is noted for its vegetative character and its importance as a wile 
habitat.
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3.3.3 Soils

Page 3-10Appendix 3 - Resource Inventory

b
r

The Urban land series consists mostly of sites for buildings, paved roads and parking lots, and 
are mapped as occupying the most intensely built up portion of the harbor management area.

Along the tidally influenced Seekonk and Providence Rivers, the SCS Soil Survey identifies two 
soil mapping units associated with drainages entering those waters. These mapping units are the 
Adrian Muck, and the Matunuck mucky peat. Both of these units are located on nearly level 
terram. are poorly to very poorly drained, and considered hydric soil units. Tidal wetlands (tidal 
marshes) are generally supported by these soil units, especially the Mamnuck unit.

Nearly the entire Harbor Management Plan area comprises soils classified by the U.S Department 
of Agriculture, Soil Conservation Service (1981 Soil Survey of Rhode Island) as Urban Land or 
urban land complexes. The Udorthents-Urban land complex consist of moderately well drained 
to excessively well drained soils that have been disturbed by cutting or filling, and areas that are 
covered by buildings and pavement. Most cut areas were used as a source of fill material, but in 
some areas cuts were used to level areas for the development of building sites and recreational 
facilities and roads. Most of the filled areas were built up and leveled to accommodate urban 
development.

The Merrimac-Urban land complex consists of well drained soils and Urban land, and are 
generally located on terraces and outwash plains, following the course of the rivers in the harbor 
management area. These land areas have been used primarily for homesites, shopping centers, 
industrial development, and other urban purposes.

Soils of Agricultural Importance: According to the SCS (Important Farmlands Mapping, June 
1980), there are soils within the harbor management area classified as Additional Farmland of 
Statewide Importance. The location of these soils includes the area surrounding Grotto Brook 
near Butler Hospital and a small area between Parkside Drive and the Seekonk River within 
Blackstone Park, both in Providence. At both locations, the classification results from the 
capability of the Hinckley soil mapping units to support crop and pasmre yields. The SCS reports 
that the use of this land for agricultural purposes is unlikely given current land use.

The SCS Soil Survey also identifies the occunence of several other soils mapping units from a 
singular series, but these units occupy a significantly smaller amount of land area than the urban 
land units. The soil unit from the Hinckley soil series found in Providence is a gravelly sandy 
loam, hilly (HkD). This unit is typically situated on terraces, outwash plains, kames, and eskers. 
Depending upon the specific slope of this soil, it is of high permeability and generally suitable for 
community development. The HkD unit is generally situated on steep slopes and wooded.

It should be noted, however, that at the Grotto Brook area, the actual soils include Adrian muck 
(hydric soil) and hilly Hinckley gravelly loams, both generally unsuitable for agricultural 
production. The area in Blackstone Park mapped as important farmland soils includes a pond 
which exists at that location.
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3.3.4 Wildlife Resources

3.3.5 Aquatic Ecology
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The aquatic fauna which inhabits the rivers in the project area are limited by the quality of i 
water. The ecological health and diversity of the species are closely related to pollutant loads 
the water quality of the aquatic habiuts.

Combined sewer overflows and treatment plant bypasses degrade water quality and are detrimt 
to aquatic life. The release into the receiving waters particularly the Blackstone, Seekonk, 
Moshassuck Rivers of nutrients, metals, and organic and inorganic compounds reduce the am 
of oxygen available for marine life, cause systemic stress and contribute to disease and dea. 
marine organisms. Furthermore, these materials pose health concerns for humans from vir 
and bacteria for those who eat seafood and to swimmers and other direct contact recreati 
users. Despite improvement to water quality resulting from implementation of measures to re 
toxic discharges, these pollutants have reached such proportion in receiving waters that over 5 
acres of prohibited shellfishing areas exist on the Providence River and approximately 10 
acres of conditionally approved shellfishing grounds exist in the Upper Narragansett 
Additionally, non-point and point-source pollution continues to contravene the aquatic ecolo^ 
the rivers in the harbor management area (Narragansett Bay Commission, 1994).

Additionally, sediments of these rivers often have high levels of pollutants due to their long 
discharges. These sediments can be resuspended during high flow conditions, and the pollui 
within continue to leach during dry-weather flows (Narragansett Bay Commission, 1994).

According to the coordinator of the RI Natural Heritage Program (RIDEM, Division of Plan 
and Development, May 24, 1997 correspondence), there are currently no occurrence 
endangered/threatened species within the harbor management area.

These rivers have been subjected to large scale pollutant loads since early in the 18 
Discharges from industrial, commercial and residential sources have resulted in level 
pollutants which exceed chronic levels, and eliminated many organisms which are sensitix 
pollution. As a result, only the few species which can tolerate degraded habitats remain. Lx 
species diversity and lower biomass of the plant and animal communities is a direct result o 
poor water quality of these rivers (Narragansett Bay Commission, 1994).

Species potentially occupying or utilizing the riparian areas include raccoon, moles, rats 
woodchucks. Extensive channelization and rip-rapping of many of the area waterways, ant 
development of nearly all of their shorelines, has limited the opportunity for underground hat 
for many species of animals which typically represent the community of water-edge spei 
Waterfowl species utilize the open water environments, taking advantage of the emer 
vegetation which provides shelter and nesting, and an abundance of invertebrate and fist 
forage. Mallards, Mute Swans, Canada Geese frequent many of the rivers within the pn 
area. Other species, including the Great Blue Heron, have utilized the open water and shore; 
in the project area.
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The water column also contains a number of finfish and motile macrobenthic species. The
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Different species of flora and fauna are associated with different habitat on stone walls, rip-rap 
slopes, and concrete bridge piers in the Providence River. Taxonomic groups identified in the 
study area during the Manchester Street Repowering EA study were approximately 16 percent 
marine, 54 percent freshwater, and 24 percent estuarine reflecting the influence of freshwater 
inputs to the harbor system. Diatoms represented the highest number to taxa with 116 species 
from 31 genera. The greatest abundances were Navicula (32 species), Achnanthes (10 species), 
and Nitzschia (9 species). Eight species of blue-green algae and seven species of green algae were 
also identified. The diatoms were dominant from March through May while the green algae 
Enteromorpha intestinalis and the blue-green synechococcus sp. became dominant in June, 
especially in the inner harbor (RIDOT, 1996).

The muddy river bottom supports populations of benthic macroinvertebrates on the 
Annelida/Polchaeta, Annelida/Oligochaeta, Mollusca/Bivalvia, and Arthropoda groups. Low 
species diversity and patchy spacial distribution of these organisms indicated that their populations 
are under stress, probably as a result of pollutant concentrations and periodic anoxic conditions 
within the harbor. Polycheates, or bristle worm, were the most abundant in numbers of species 
and numbers of organisms. Populations of Nereis succinea and Streblospio benedicti prevailed 
as these are populations which are capable of quick colonization in areas impacted by pollution 
and tolerant of salinity changes respectively (RIDOT, 1996).

The water column contains populations of ichthyoplankton (fish eggs and larvae), phytoplankton 
(algae), and zooplankton (small animal), which vary with seasonal conditions. Ichtyoplankton 
species include Winter flounder, grubby and Sand Lance larvae as well as Fourbeard rockling, 
alewife and Wrass eggs at frequencies which depend on the breeding cycle of each species. 
Phytoplankton included principally diatoms (Halies) in 94 genera of which about 50% were 
freshwater forms; and green algae in 50 taxa and 32 genera of which 94% were freshwater forms. 
Diatoms tended to dominate in a winter-spring bloom, but flagellatres in the genera Cyclotella, 
Eutreptia, and Plagioselmis dominate in the summer as the diatom abundance decreases. 
Zooplankton in 52 taxa including those in the major groups Coelemrerate Medusae, Rotifera, 
Annelida/Potychaeta, Mollusca, Copepoda, Cladocera, Cirripedia, Decapoda, and Cheatognatha 
also occur in the Providence River (RIDOT, 1996).

Providence River - A detailed characterization of the aquatic wildlife resources in the Providence 
River was accomplished as part of the Manchester Street Station Repowering Project 
environmental documentation.The study focused on three sources of information: published 
smdies, 10 years (1975-85) of intake screen data from the Manchester and South Street Stations, 
and aquatic sampling at several stations in the Providence River from October 1988 to June 1989. 
A study of the upper Providence River esniarine ecosystem conducted in 1995 to supplement 
available information regarding the characteristics of the intertidal habitat, concluded that the 
benthic communities in the intertidal zone to the Providence River appear to be relatively similar 
to the benthic communities in the subtidal zone. None of the species observed in the intertidal 
zone are restricted to intertidal habitats. Sampling conducted as part of the 1-195 Environment 
Impact Statement (EIS) corroborated with the detailed data from the Manchester Street 
Repowering Environmental Assessment (RIDOT, 1996).
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3.3.6 Shellfishing

3.4 Land Use and Zoning

3.4.1 Existing Land Use and Zoning
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Moshassuck River - The aquatic life within the Moshassuck River appears to be the most lim 
of the rivers in the harbor management area. Large volumes of wastes deposited in the river c 
time and the relatively small dry weather flows have kept much of the sediments in these riv 
contaminated. Urbanization within the watershed of the Moshassuck River continues to pl 
heavy pollutant loads on it.

following includes typical and representative macroscopic aquatic organisms located in the up 
reaches of the Providence River. Finfish includes Alewife, Atlantic herring, Atlantic silvers; 
Blueback herring. Menhaden, Mummichog, Rainbow smelt. Silver hake. Striped bass, Stri 
killifish, Tautog, Weadfish, and Winter flounder. Benthic invenebrates include: Quahog, E 
crab. Coot clam, Bristle worm (RIDOT, 1996).

Woonasquatucket River - Based on field observation, the Woonasquatucket River supp< 
limited quantities of carp. Other fish and shellfish, such as menhaden, quahogs and mussels o. 
found in polluted waters may also be found in this river (NBC, 1989).

Seekonk River - Urbanization and increased pollutant loads have diminished the diversit} 
shellfish and other aquatic life in the Seekonk River. According to studies by Santschi, P.H. 
al., and Doering, P.H. and Pilson, M.E.Q., accumulation of metals in the sediment of 
Seekonk River have posed a serious threat to the benthic communities, including the hard-s 
clam or quahog, the soft shell clam, and the mussel which inhabit the sediments.

Although the Seekonk River was once the center of the Rhode Island oyster industry, the r 
has, for many decades now, been fouled to the point that it has been permanently closer 
shellfishing. According to the RIDEM Notice of Polluted Shellfishing Grounds from May 19 
the Providence River and upper Narragansett Bay, north and west of a straight line 
Conimicut Point to Old Tower at Nayatt Point, are permanently closed to shellfishing, 
includes the tributaries of these waters which are north and west of this line.

The result of such poor water quality is the great reduction in aquatic life within the ri^ 
Chronic levels of pollutants, particularly iron, copper, lead, zinc and chromium, has accour 
for the loss of fish population. Frogs were seen on the banks of the Moshassuck, indicating i 
motile creatures can survive in it for various periods of time. The aquatic regime of 
Moshassuck supports insect larvae, some crustaceans which feed on bacteria and algae, tub 
worms, rotifers and protozoa (Narragansett Bay Commission, 1994).

The existing zoning found along the Providence, Seekonk, Moshassuck, Woonasquatucket Ri 
reflects the cunent land uses. See Figure II-l, General Shoreline Use, and Figure H- 
Municipal Zoning. The City created three Waterfront Zoning Districts which recognize the v 
and dynamic nature of the coastal feature and riverfronts as well as their values as unique
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valuable natural resources. These three zones are:

W-1

W-2

W-3

t

Page 3-14Appendix 3 - Resource inventory

Along the Moshassuck River from the Providence River to the end of the Harbor Management 
Project area at Smith Street, the following zoning is found: D-1 (Downtown: Central Business 
District) and OS (Open Space). The land use in this area includes Parcels 4E and 6 of the Capital 
Center Project (vacant) and Roger Williams National Park.

Waterfront: Port! Maritime Industrial District
This zone is intended to promote the Port of Providence and related maritime industrial 
and commercial uses within the areas of Providence’s waterfront; to protect the waterfront 
as a resource for water-dependent industrial uses; and to facilitate the renewed use of a 
vital waterfront.

Along the Woonasquatucket River from the Providence River to Eagle Street, the zoning is: D-1 
(Downtown: Central Business District); D-2 (Downtown: Mill District); and M-1 (Industrial 
District). Land uses in this area include Waterplace Park, the Promenade River Walk, numerous 
office and retail areas, and some manufacturing areas.

Along the Seekonk River from the Providence River to the East Providence City line, the existing 
zoning includes: W-2 (Waterfront: Commercial / Industrial District); PS (Public Space); C-2 
(General Commercial District); OS (Open Space); W-1 (Waterfront: Commercial / Residential 
District); and R1 (One Family District). Land uses in this area are diverse and include Swan

Waterfront: Commercial I Residential District
This zone is intended to promote primarily residential development while allowing limited 
commercial uses as well as appropriately scaled mixed use developments; to promote 
waterfront access and uses which improve the integration of the waterfront and the 
neighborhoods adjacent to the waterfront.

Along the Providence River from the Cranston City line to the split of the Moshassuck and 
Woonasquanicket Rivers, the following zoning is found (as presented in SAM Plan Figure 11-2, 
Municipal Zoning): W-3 (Waterfront: Port! Maritime Industrial District): M-2 (Heavy Industrial 
District); W-2 (Waterfront: Commercial / Industrial District); D-2 (Downtown: Mill District); 
D-1 (Downtown: Central Business District); OS (Open Space District); and C-2 (General 
Commercial District). The land uses along the river include the Providence Pon, the City Pier, 
Field’s Point Wastewater Treatment Facility, the Narragansett Electric Power Station, Old Harbor 
Marina, Davol Square, recreational areas including Gardner Jackson Park, and numerous 
office/retail areas north of the Hurricane Barner.

Waterfront: Mixed Use District
This zone is intended to promote a balance among appropriately scaled residential, 
commercial, and light industrial development; to enhance compatible development with 
adjacent areas and surrounding residential neighborhoods; to enhance and create public 
access to the waterfront as a public resource for the benefit of present and future 
generations; and to provide a transition between the Port! maritime Industrial uses and 
surrounding neighborhoods.
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3.4.2 Proposed Land Use and Zoning

3.4.3 Proposed Development

PageAppendix 3 - Resource Inventory

Point Cemetery, Butler Hospital, Blackstone Park, the Nanagansett Boat Club, commercial 
office development at and near Waterman Square, and the Gano Street Playground.

The existing zoning and land use are in compliance with the City’s Comprehensive Plan, d 
May 1992. Subsequent to the Comprehensive Plan, the 1-195 Old Harbor Plan was prepare 
October 1992. In light of the City’s existing waterfront districts, the proposed relocation of I- 
and the implementation of the Old Harbor Plan, it is recommended that a Waterfront Down 
(W-D) district be created. This district would include the area between the relocated 1-195 
the split of the Woonasquatucket and Moshassuck Rivers. This new zone would assist in fu 
development of the area and enhance its water-oriented appeal. The W-D zone would 1 
combination of the D-1 (Downtown: Central Business District) and the W-2 (Waterfront: Mi 
Use District) zones. The recommended language for the W-D zone is as follows:

The Koffler Group recently unveiled plans for Riverview Place, a complex of stores, a med 
center and assisted-living center at Butler Avenue and Pitman Street on the Seekonk River, st 
of Waterman Square. Butler Avenue, currently an unpaved street south of Piman Stree 
designated as a CRMC right of way to the river; the Koffler Group proposes a grassy median 
pedestrian walkway to provide access to the waterfront.

It is recommended that future development along the rivers and harbor area of Providence 
water-oriented. The waterfront is a valuable resource to the City of Providence and shoub 
enhanced at every opportunity.

Providence Place Mall is currently under construction on a 13.2-acre site west of Waterplace 1 
on the Woonasquanicket River. The multi-story mall will span the Woonasquatucket River, 
rail line, and extend from Memorial Boulevard and the current 1-95 ramp to Hayes Street, s- 
of the State House. New ramps are proposed to provide access from 1-95 to Kinsley Street 
the mall. Riverside walks are planned to provide pedestrian access between the Promenade 
Woonesquatucket Greenway on the west and Waterplace Park to the east.

W-D Waterfront Downtown *
This zone is intended to encourage revitalization and restoration of the historic bush 
area and to accommodate appropriate expansion of the downtown area while enhanc 
and creating public access to the waterfront as a public resource. Uses of the D-1 zone 
permitted under this zone.

Several projects are currently proposed in the Harbor Management Areas as indicated in Fij 
II-3, A Compilation of Proposals and Plans for the Use of the Providence Harbor Sh 
Relocation of 1-195 has proceeded through the final environmental impact statement stage ar 
currently in final design. This project entails replacement of the existing Providence River bri( 
located north of the Point Street bridge and south of Dyer Street, with a new crossing in 
vicinity of the Fox Point Hurricane Barrier. See Old Harbor Plan discussion below.
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3.4.4 Old Harbor Plan
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>1

• Waterfront development at Davol Square and adjacent South Street Station will be more 
urban in scale and relate to the massing of the existing brick structures.

Waterfront development indicated in the Old Harbor Plan encompassed development at Davol 
Square and South Street Station with significance placed on the creation of several waterfront 
districts.

Handicapped accessible floating docks are proposed at Waterplace Park and at Dyer Street 
landing. Funding for construction is provided by Rhode Island Department of Transportation and 
Federal Highway Administration with local contribution. These docks will provide facilities for 
the high speed ferry (proposed under a Congestion Management/Air Quality funding award), other 
ferries and water taxis. Dredging to minus 10 feet mean high water is proposed at Dyer Street; 
dredging is also proposed at Waterplace Park. The grant application specifies that the docks be 
designed for transient use and overnight mooring will be prohibited. The entire facility including 
the ramps and docks will be ADA-compliant. A chain will be installed at the top of each of the 
ramps to the floating docks to discourage use in inclement weather (Gordon G. Hoxie, FHWA 
Division Administrator, letter of approval and / or authorization to William D. Ankner, RIDOT 
Director, dated April 7, 1997). Additional docks are proposed at Citizens Bank and Gardner- 
Jackson Park.

• Quay Port, the largest of the waterfront districts proposed under the Old Harbor Plan, will 
be located at the foot of Dorrance Street where the old shipping quays used to be. The 
buildings defined by a tight grid of narrow streets and pedestrian alleys will be small two 
to six story strucmres with pitched roofs. Retail is slated for the ground floors of the 
buildings with apartments occupying the upper floors. There will be a village square, 
town dock, museum ship, and lighthouse observation tower with a museum of Rhode 
Island lighthouses in its base. The centerpiece of Quay Pon will be the “festival” 
marketplace featuring a Rhode Island Shore Dinner Hall. Subsequent revisions to the (Juay 
Port design have been made as part of the 1-195 value engineering. Quay Port concepts 
have been scaled back extensively.

The 1-195 Old Harbor Plan 1992 written by William D. Warner, Architects and Planners was 
sponsored by the City of Providence, the State of Rhode Island and The Providence Foundation. 
A prevalent goal of the plan was to integrate the reclamation of the waterfront with public 
transportation by land and water. The plan objectives relevant to the Providence Harbor 
Management Plan are: identify accessible waterfront made available by the relocation of 1-195 and 
define the namre and potential of the reclaimed “Old Harbor”. The physical plan entails 
riverwalks, parks, plazas, boat landings, and the addition of water taxis and ferry boats. Other 
aspects of the physical plan include the development of small seaport clusters at Corliss Landing, 
Dyer Street and Doubloon Landing. Theses villages will be separated by harbors and parks all 
linked together by water transportation and a system of continuous riverwalks. Suggested public 
improvements involve the creation of riverwalks extending public access to the water, extension 
of the East Bay Bike Way from the Washington Bridge to the Crawford St. Bridge and 
reclamation of the Old Harbor, requiring dredging and construction of boat locks.
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• At Corliss and Doubloon Landings small scale buildings with footprints of 1,200 to 2 
SF are intended to lend a seaside village character to the area.

J

Old Harbor Plan public improvements relevant to the Providence Harbor Management 
include: new parks and open space, landscaped riverwalks, reconstructed sea walls, docks 
boardwalks, and reclamation of the “Old Harbor”, Circulation improvements to ex ' 
Memorial Boulevard south from Crawford Street following Dyer, Clifford, and Eddy Streets, 
shift it west, yielding a larger waterfront district. The addition of a Park “bridge” over I-IS 
connect the East Side with India Point Park will enhance public water access. Improvemen ' 
currently inaccessible portions of the waterfront would result in a continuous riverwalk fron • 
Seekonk River to India and Fox Points up the eastern shore of the Providence River to Wateij 
then down the western shore arriving at Collier Point, south of the Hurricane Barrier. C 
improvements are the extension of the East Bay Bikeway from the Washington Bridge tc 
Crawford Street-Bridge and reclamation of the “Old Harbor”. This would require; dredging 
upper harbor for better navigability, installation of boats locks at the Hurricane Barrier to mair 
water level at Mean High Water, water taxi service between Waterplace and India Point P 
restore operating features of the Point St. Bridge to expand presently restricted boat access 
to low venicle clearance, and the establishment of a Waterfront Heritage Trail.
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Public access to the shore is guaranteed under provisions of the Rhode Island Constitution, Article 
1, Section 17, which provides for basic rights in relation to the shore. That Article states that:

Public Access is a general term used to describe the way the public legally reaches and enjoys the 
coastal areas and shoreline of the State which are held in public trust. Public access includes:

No one is forbidden access to the seashore. The public use of the seashore, as of the sea 
itself, is pan of the law of nations, consequently everyone is free...to dry his nets and haul 
them up from the sea...

The principle of this edict was that the shore and the sea were "common to all" and could not be 
privately owned. This understanding of Roman law carried forth into laws of European nations. 
England's Magna Carta (1215) noticed the public's right to fishing and navigation. Numerous 
interpretations and clarifications of this basic premise gave Queen Elizabeth I title to the tidal 
lands. The early American colonists brought with them this English common law concept of 
keeping coastal access open for all new settlers. As the American colonies grew and matured, 
control of the tidelands was assumed by the states as a public trust, where public trust means that 
the people of the state have placed the legal title of the public trust land with the government of 
that state to protect their rights to its use.

b. Visual access: the provision of unobstructed views.of the coast and shoreline 
areas. Examples of visual access include; viewing platforms, observatories, scenic 
drives, and innovative architectural designs that provide unobstructed views.

Appendix 4
PUBLIC ACCESS

a. Physical access: the ability to reach the shoreline from upland areas via 
perpendicular access points such as right-of-ways, boat launching ramps, and 
fishing piers; and the ability to pass and repass horizontally along the shoreline as 
guaranteed by the Rhode Island State Constitution.

The people shall continue to enjoy and freely exercise all the rights of fishing and 
privileges of the shore, to which they have been heretofore entitled under the charter and 
usages of the state, including but not limited to fishing from the shore, the gathering of 
seaweed, leaving the shore to swim in the sea and passage along the shore...

Public access to the shore and contiguous water areas is a right long recognized as inherent to 
citizens of the United States and is a right that will continue to be honored and protected by 
careful planning and management of coastal resources. The right of the public to use the shoreline 
has its beginning in ancient civilizations that enacted laws and codes to protect this use. The 
Roman Emperor Justinian (483-565 A.D.) first recorded the public trust doctrine, which stated 
that:
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PUBLIC ACCESS INVENTORY4.1

1

SITE NAME PARKING

SEEKONK RIVER

public passiveon-sireetno no no

private activeyes yesno no no

public activeplayground yesno no

public passiveon-streetno no no no

Appendix 4 - Public Access Page

Amenities which enhance public access oppormnities such as picnic tables, public restroor 
lighting, etc., and other improvements are vital contributions to public access.

Table 4-1
Recreation Facilities Inventory

Access Inventory Sheets are presented as Attachment A. Sites inventoried include public par 
and public and private recreation areas (including marinas, boat clubs, and utility owned park 
City of Providence Assessors Inventory of Shorefront Property is presented as Attachment E

PUBLIC/
PRIVATE

DOCKS/
RAMPS

TOTLOT
EQUIP

bicycle;
walking/ jogging

c. Interpretive access: the provision of signage, plaques, etc., or the use of 
innovative techniques which serve to educate the public about the historical, 
ecological, or cultural significance of a site or the industrial/commercial utilization 
of public trust resources. Interpretive access may also include other methods 
which impart a sense of public ownership and understanding of public trust 
resources.

GANO ST PARK 
Fremont St.

baseball, 
basketball, 
soccer, 
softball

ROGER WILLIAMS
LANDING. Gano St.

The Recreational Facilities Inventory provided in Table 4-1 provides an up-to-date assessment 
recreational facilities designed to facilitate public usage and enjoyment at these sit 
Traditionally, local governments have played the major role for providing residents with land 
active recreational pursuits and more recently for passive enjoyment and conservation of put 
lands. In addition to the municipal stewards private entities, both commercially oriented and m 
profit, provide land and facilities for recreational facilities. Sites acknowledged in this invenh 
include active and passive recreational sites including public parks, playfields, playgrounds i 
boating facilities. The information from this inventory will aid in determining the ability of 
recreational resource base to accommodate current and anticipated demands for various types 
outdoor recreation.

BLACKSTONE PARK.
River Dr.

BIKE ! PED 
PATHS

PLAY
FIELDS

Acrn 
PASSI

NARRAGANSETT
BOAT CLUB. River 
Dr.
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SITE NAME PARKING

INNER HARBOR AND RBT^RS

public passiveno no no on-street no

public activeno no no

private slips activeon-sireetno no no

dockage on-street nono no

public on-streetno no no passive

public dock on-streetno no no passive

public passiveno on street nono no

public docks walking/ jogging on-street nono

public walking/ jogging on-street nono no

OUTER HARBOR

public dock yes socceryes

Private off, street activeyes no no no

public dock activeno no yes no

ramp, dock activeno no yes no

public activeno no on-street no

passiveno nono

PORT OF PROVIDENCE

public dock activeno no no

Appendix 4 - Public Access Page 4-3

public access/ 
privately 
owned

public access/ 
privately 
owned

BIKE / PED 
PATHS

TOTLOT
EQUIP

ACTIVE/
PASSIVE

PUBLIC/
PRIVATE

DOCKS/
RAMPS

PLAY
FIELDS

active/ 
passive

bicycle/ 
walking/jogging/
festivals

active/ 
passive

CORLISS LANDING,
South Water St.

INDIA PT PARK, 
India St.

private.
Brown Univ.

bicycle/ 
walking/ jogging

active/ 
passive

active/ 
passive

PROMENADE RIVER
WALK, Promenade St.

COLLIER PT PARK,
Henderson St.

POINT ST
LANDINGS, Point St.

MARKET SQUARE, 
South Main St.

GARDNER JACKSON 
PARK, South Main St.

BOOTLEGGER
MARINE, India St.

EAST BAY
BIKEWAY at
Washington Bridge

OLD HARBOR
MARINA. South
Water St.

DOUBLOON
LANDING South
Water St.

HUNTER MARSTON
BOATHOUSE, India 
St.

COMMUNITY 
BOATING CENTER,
India Pt. Park

HARBORVIEW
TRAIL, South Water 
Street

ramp and 
dock

yes, off 
street

canoe put- 
in

bicycle/
walking/ jogging 
trail

15 minute 
pull-off

WATERPLACE
PARK, Memorial 
Blvd.

STATE PIER , Allens 
Ave.
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PUBLIC ACCESS POTENTIAL FOR RIGHTS-OF-WAYS4.2

IADJ.

SEEKONK RIVER

Gano St 1yes

Gano St. Park 1yes yes

I

yes on street yes

Appendix 4 - Public Access Page ‘-

SUITA-
BILITY
BOAT 

RAMPS/ 
CANOE
PUT-INS

Seekonk
River

Table 4-2
Public Access Potential for Rights-of-Ways

15/460
& 15/35

Seekonk 
River

The following information addressed physical, visual and mterpative access potential from park 
visual access from parallel streets, and physical, visual and interpatice access potential fro 
marinas/boat yards and rights-of-way. Information is presented for the following harbi 
management areasP Seekonk River, Inner Harbor (including Providence, Moshessuck, ai 
Woonesquatucket River) and the Outer Harbor.

ROW’S
fPlat/Lot)

BUTLER AVE 
CRMC ROW 
15/460 & 35 

'Note 3)

Table 4-2 provides the City of Providence with an up-to-date assessment of public rights of w; 
as listed in the Providence Assessors Plans, and as classified by the Coastal Resourc. 
Management Council (CRMC). Public access to the shore and contiguous water areas is a rig 
long recognized as inherent to citizens of the U.S. and is a right that will continue to be honon 
and protected by careful planning and management of coastal resources. At a minimum, the an 
below the Mean High Water (MHW) line is open to public access. Public access to the shore 
guaranteed in order that the citizens of the state have access tot the shore and waters in generr 
and are not prevented from reaching the waters during low tide. The CRMC has been authorizi 
by the state Legislature to manage this public resource. In Rhode Island public access to the sho 
is provided by designated Rights-of Way which are the primary means by which the publ 
reaches the shoreline and water areas. Access to the shore traditionally used by the public a 
being displaced by commercial and residential developments. Some access sites are not beii 
maintained and/or marked, and thus have become “incorporated” or “privatized” by adjace 
property owners. Some public sites are illegally blocked off. CRMC recommends that ; 
aggressive approach to maintain existing sites, identify and develop new sites, and identify ar 
prioritize future sites shall be developed by the City to ensure public access to the shore.

FREE.MONT ST
1(0 Beach St. paper st)
17.'368 &. 14/328 

/Note 2)

I
I

EAST TR.ANSIT ST 
(to Beach St. paper st) 
17/416 & 368 

(Note 2)

yes, possible 
linkage with 
Gano St. Park

acces from 
Gano St. thru 
used car lot

existing lot
10 spaces at 
Gano St. 
Park

POSSIBLE
PARKING

AREAS

natural, 
heavy 
vegetation

POTENTIAL
FOR 

PUBLIC
ACCESS/
NOTES

POTENTIAL
VIEWS & 
PASSIVE 

REC

FEASIBILITY 
BASED ON 
EXISTING 

SITE
CONDITIONS

SHORE
LINE PLAT/

LOT

yes, with 
major site 
improvements

Seeekonk
River

natural, 
heavy 
vegetation'

natural, 
heavy 
vegetation'
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yes on street

OUTER HARBOR

man-madeyes

(Note 2)

INDIA ST (FOX PT) man-madeyes

(Note 2)
rec.

PORT OF PROVIDENCE

THURBERS AVE 1yes none

(Note 2)

1

4.3 Seekonk River

4.3.1 Parks

Gano Street Park, Gano Street

Roger Williams Landing, Gano Street

Appendix 4 - Public Access Page 4-5

Seekonk 
River, East
Prov./ active

POSSIBLE
PARKING

AREAS

no public 
access

INDIA ST (BROWN) 
17/54 & 620

SUITA­
BILITY 
BOAT

RAMPS/
CANOE
PUT-INS

no direct 
access over 
public lands

SHORE
LINE

extremely 
limited

no public 
access

steep slope, 
heavy veg.

IRVING ST
CRMC ROW
41/14 & 234 (Note 2)

private prop. 
Northeast
Petroleum

ROW’S 
(Plat/Lot)

Note 1: Plat/Lot adjacent to 46/389 & 325.
Note 2: Public Right of Way according to Providence Assessors Plans.
Note 3: Adjacent property proposed for retail development. Site crossed by NBC Sewer Interceptor.

PUBLIC ST
(Notes 1 & 2)

existing 
public access/ 
NBC sewer 
cyphon bldg

Hurricane 
Barner,
Prov. River/
passive rec

• Physical access - There is no existing provision for public access to the extensive waterfront on 
the Seekonk River. There is potential for public water access based on grade (no bluffs, 
bulkheads, or steep slopes make access difficult).

• Visual Access - There are seasonal views to the shoreline and beyond almost entirely obstructed 
by dense vegetation. This views could be improved by thinning vegetation.

• Interpretive Access - Existing signage for rules of the park is present. There is the potential to 
increase interpretive access at this site with historical, ecological, or cultural information relevant 
to the she and neighborhood, including Roger William's landing, information on the Blackstone 
River - Seekonk River as a major drainage basin extending into Massachusetts, Indian settlements 
along Narragansett waterways.

limited, 
remote site in 
industrial 
area, no 
tresspassing 
signs

POTENTIAL
VIEWS & 
PASSIVE

REC

17/54 & 
620

18/332
& 34

Adj to
Blackstone
Park

Seekonk
River

East Prov. & 
Prov. 
Harbor, 
limited 
potential for 
passive rec.

FEASIBILITY
BASED ON 
EXISTING 

SITE
CONDITIONS

unpaved 
rock and 
mud, 
drainage 
swale, 
limited veg.

44/14 &
234

ADJ. 
PLAT/

LOT

POTENTLAL
FOR 

PUBLIC
ACCESS/
NOTES

ramps/put 
ins with 
grade 
restraints

paved 
parking

ramps/put 
ins with 
grade 
restraints
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Blackstone Park, River Drive

Blackstone River Bikeway

4.3.2 Physical Access via Marinas and Boat Clubs

4.3.3 Visual Access from Parallel Streets

River Drive - See Blackstone Park, above.

4.3.4 Street Access - Rights-of-Way (ROW)

Beach St. at East Transit St. and Fremont St. - within Gano St. Ballfields

Appendix 4 - Public Access Page

Narragansett Boat Club, River Drive - Existing physical access to the shoreline is provided 
this private boat club.

Although the bikeway extends north of Providence up the Blackstone River, based on a lack 
neighborhood support the bikeway has not been extended between Pawtucket and the Washing! 
Bridge.

• Physical access - There is no physical, or potential for, access at this site, located several bloc 
from the shoreline.

• Visual Access - There are no views, or potential views, to the shoreline.
• Interpretive access - There is an existing plague with historical information pertaining to the si 

This could be expanded to an outdoor classroom with signage featuring key cultural and histork 
information on the site and sunoundings which could serve to educate the public.

• Physical Access - Although dense vegetation blocks direct physical access to the shore, the exist! 
grade does not preclude development of future access for fishing or passive recreation.

• Visual Access - Al±ough visual access is blocked by thick vegetation, vistas could be opened 
clearing and landscaping the site with grass and low-growing shrubs.

• Interpretive Access - There is no existing interpretive access. There is potential for the additi 
of interpretive access to educate public users of the site.

• Physical Access - River Drive separates the river from the park property. Although the park dt 
not have frontage on the river, the feeling when driving or walking along River Drive is that i 
park provides access to the Seekonk.

• Visual Access - Existing views from River Drive provide vistas across the Seekonk River 
rowers, shorebirds, other recreational users of the river, and land on the East Providence sho

• Interpretive Access - The site does not utilize any interpretive access. Signage includi 
ecological, historical, or cultural information may serve as a benefit to enhance the si 
constructed by the Works Progress Administration during the 1930's. This shoreline is one of i 
few natural shorelines in Providence, showing only minimal influences of filling.
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Butler Avenue (CRMC ROW)

Irving Street (CRMC ROW)

4.4 Inner Harbor and Woonasquatucket and Moshassuck Rivers

4.4.1 Parks

Harborview Trail

Corliss Landing, South Water Street

Point Street Landings

Appendix 4 - Public Access Page 4-7

• Physical Access - A fence blocks access to the adjacent shoreline from South Water Street, north 
of Corliss Landing Park on the Providence River.

• Visual Access - There are ample views up and down the Inner Harbor.
• Interpretive Access - Although there is existing signage calling out ±e site, it could be improved 

by adding more information.

• Physical Access - Parks recently constructed by Narragansett Electric north and south of the Point 
Street Bridge provide benches and boat dockage at these landings. The landing south of the Point

• Physical Access - Although there is no developed physical access to the site, adjacent property has 
been proposed for development. Public access along the CRMC ROW is a design feature.

• Visual access - There are limited views due to dense vegetation; clearing will open vistas to the 
south toward the bascule rail bridge and open waters of the Seekonk.

• Interpretive Access - There is no interpretive access at the site. The site could benefit from the 
addition of interpretive access.

• Physical’Access - There is limited potential for physical access because of the steep gradient from 
Irving Street to the Seekonk because of the steep gradient from Irving Street - River Drive 
intersection to the river,

• Visual access - Existing views of the Seekonk River could be improved with vegetative framing.
• Interpretive Access - There is no interpretive access at the site. This site would benefit Ifom the 

addition of interpretive signage describing the historic and prehistoric archaeology of the area 
(based on findings at Butler Hospital, located north of Grotto Brook), and describing the estuary 
at Grotto Brook.

• Physical access - The park currently provides access to the bulkheaded Providence River shoreline 
north of the Fox Point Hunicane Barrier.

• Visual Access - The park affords dynamic views of the Providence inner harbor including such 
diverse views as an adjacent marina, the historic Point Street Bridge, Narragansett Electric's 
Manchester Street Station, and the Fox Point Hurricane Barrier.

• Interpretive Access - Although general information is posted, the site could be improved with 
interpretive description of past uses of ±e Fox Point area, data on the extent of flooding during 
the 1950’s, and an explanation of operation of the Hurricane Barrier.
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Doubloon Landing, South Water Street

Gardner-Jackson Park, north of Crawford Street Bridge

Market Square, north of Crawford Street Bridge

Waterplace Park

Promenade River Walk, Kinsley and Promenade Streets

PageAppendix 4 - Public Access

• Physical access - The site is a park and riverwalk with tie-ups for small boats. No improveme 
to physical access are needed for this recently-constructed park.

• Visual Access - Multi-level walkways provide diverse vantages of the river, the park, and 
DownCity Providence on the west shoreline. "Water Fire " provide a mesmerizing art disp 
at this site when performed.

• Interpretive Access - Existing examples of interpretive access provide cultural and histori 
information.

• Physical Access - Market Square has been incorporated within the Providence River riverw 
constructed as part of the river relocation.

• Visual Access - This site offers views across the river and upstream toward the confluence of 
Woonasquamcket and Moshassuck Rivers.

• Interpretive Access - Interpretive signage is a key component of the recent site improvements

Street Bridge has been discussed by RIDOT as a possible water taxi stop or as a stop for futi 
high-speed commuter ferry service to Newport and other Narragansett Bay destinations.

• Visual Access - Views from this site include the historic Point Street Bridge and views descril 
for Corliss Landing, above.

• Interpretive Access - Interpretive access has been installed at ±ese parks.

• Physical Access - The site is currently developed as a temporary canoe and kayak put-in. The : 
will be improved by the construction of a permanent strucmre, plarmed as part of the Old Hart 
project.

• Visual Access - Ample unobstructed views of the inner harbor and shoreline are possible.
• Interpretive Access - Signage at the site provides general information, including "no wake" sp< 

limits on ±e adjacent Providence River.

• Physical Access - Recently constructed floats at Waterplace Park provide dock space for shall 
draft boats such as the gondola, water taxis, canoes and kayaks. There are no boat launches.

• Visual access - Excellent visual access is provided throughout the park, from the level of adjac 
streets to the Woonasquamcket's seawall. The park may also be viewed from adjacent 
buildings. The park is screened from motorists on Memorial Boulevard by a retaining wall.

• Interpretive Access - Interpretive access describes the history of the site.

• Physical Access - Although sidewalks generaly flank the river adjacent to the streets, there is 
physical access down to the Woonasquamcket River. This area is proposed as a link on 
Woonasquamcket Greenway project.
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4.4.2 Visual Access from Parallel Streets

4.4.3 Inner Harbor and Rivers Marinas

Old Harbor Marina, South Water Street

4.5 Outer Harbor

4.5.1 Parks

India Point Park
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Promenade and Kinsley Streets - Limited views of the Woonasquatucket River from the road are 
possible, as described for the Promenade Walkway, above.

Memorial Boulevard - The river is below eye level at Memorial Boulevard, therefore views are 
limited to bridges on connecting streets crossing over the river. There are views from the upper 
levels of the surrounding office buildings.

• Visual Access - A pedestrian walkway (with benches) and several bridges provide views of the 
river. Vegetation along the river frequently blocks views of the river for pedestrians walking 
along the promenade.

• Interpretive Access - There is none. The addition of historical and cultural signage would benefit 
the site past the Foundry, a site eligible for the National Register of Historic Places.

Canal Street - The Moshassuck River, known as the Blackstone Canal, is easily seen from the 
street.

• Physical Access - There is access for large ships such as ±e Block Island Ferry and smaller boat 
to tie-up. Some of the wall is in deteriorating condition that may be a threat to public safety. 
Pilings alongshore are deteriorated and are a hinderance to physical access from the water.

• Visual Access - There are unobstructed views of Providence River and Upper Narragansett Bay.
• Interpretive access - There is no interpretive signage. There are areas for the display of art by 

local artisans.

• Physical access - Physical access to the Old Harbor Marina is limited to patrons/members and their 
guests. Grappa and Fish Co. and the City of Providence have entered into tax incentive 
agreements to provide public access to the waterfront.

• Visual Access - Views from the shoreline and marina include the inner harbor to ±e Point St. 
Bridge and beyond with views to the Fox Point Hurricane Barrier.

• Interpretive Access - Although rules of the marina are posted, there is no interpretive signage 
pertaining to the site.

South Water Street - Ample views of the Providence River are provided along South Water 
Street.
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Community Boating Center, India Point Park

1«

East Bay Bikeway (at Washington Bridge)

I

Collier Point Park, Henderson Street

Compassionate Friends of Bold Park, East Providence

4,5.2 Marinas

Bootlegger Marina at the former Shooters Restaurant, India Street

Page ‘■Appendix 4 - Public Access

• Physical Access - Facilities at this recently completed Narragansett Electric park includi 
concrete boat ramp, fishing piers and a sunbathers deck.

• Visual access - There is a viewing platform offering panoramic views across the outer harboi 
the Port of Providence and East Providence.

• Interpretive Access - Historic artifacts that were once used on the site tell a story without wor 
Historical excerpts are posted throughout the park.

• Physical Access - No direct access to the outer harbor is provided although the bikeway is adjac 
to India Point Park.

• Visual Access - Views of the upper Providence River including the Port of Providence are affon 
from the bike path.

• Interpretive Access - There is no interpretive access. Interpretive access may be incorporated i. 
the path in short segments at equally spaced intervals to tell a story or state interesting facts.

• Physical Access - There is physical access to the water for small sailboats. A wall along the sh, 
provides seating, although this use does not appear to be encouraged.

• Visual Access - There are unobstructed views from the boating center of the shore.
• Interpretive Access - There is informative signage about the boating center. The addition of so 

ecological signage may lend an understanding of public resources and universal responsibility 
natural resources by the public.

Note: Part of this park is actually located on land incorporated within the municipal boundary of 
City of Providence.
• Physical Access - A boat ramp, fishing pier, and beach provide access to the Seekonk River.
• Visual Access - Views of India Point Park to the north and the Port of Providence to the so 

provide interesting sites. The wreck of a barge grounded in the 1930’s is visible from Bold Po
• Interpretive Access - Signage is limited to information on the Compassionate Friends and p. 

rules. Historical and ecological information (including information on the Hurricane of 19'. 
would provide interesting information for this site.

• Physical Access - Limited to access by patrons of ±e marina and their guests.
• Visual Access - There are unobstructed views of the Providence River and Upper Narragan; 

Bay.
• Interpretive Access - There are signs referring to the rules of the marina. There is no interpret
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signage at the site.

East Providence Yacht Club

4.5.3 Street Access - Rights-of-Way (ROW)

Henderson Street - See Collier Point Park

India Street at Fox Point

India Street at India Point Park

4.6 Port of Providence and Beyond

4.6.1 Street Access (ROWs)

Thurbers Avenue
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Note: Most of the yacht club is actually located on land incorporated within the municipal boundary 
of the City of Providence.
• Physical Access - Limited to access by members of the club and their guests.
• Visual Access - Diverse views of the old swing railroad bridge and foundation, India Point Park, 

and Bold Point Park are possible at this bend in the Seekonk River.
• Interpretive Access - Signage is limited to information for the yacht club.

Physical Access - The area is adjacent to a Narragansett Bay Commission facility. Although the 
site is level, a seawall prevents direct access to the Providence River.Access to the shore is limited 
by the height of land above the high water mark. A concrete boat ramp with a slope of no more 
than 14 percent may be a consideration at this location.
Visual Access - Views to ±e north include the Fox Point Hurricane Barrier, across the river to 
Nanagansett Electric, and south toward the Port of Providence.
Interpretive Access - There is none. The site could benefit from the addition of educational 
information about the Hurricane Barrier or historical information on the evolution of the harbor.

Physical Access - Access to ±e shore is limited by the height of land above the high water mark. 
A concrete boat ramp with a slope of no more than 14 percent may be a consideration at this 
location.
Visual Access - There is a straighton view from India Street across the water to East Providence, 
including views of the railroad swing bridge and the East Providence Yacht Club.
Interpretive Access - There is no existing interpretive access for this sight. Interpretive access 
concerning ecology or history would enhances interest at this site.

• Physical Access - There is no existing physical access to this drainage swale.
• Visual access - Views of ±e Providence River and East Providence.
• Interpretive Access - None
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Public Street

• Physical Access - ROW is posted as private property.

Appendix 4 - Public Access Page 4

The following pages include Attachment A: Access Inventory, and Attachment B; City of Providei 
Assessors Inventory of Shorefront Property
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J

Page 4-13Appendix 4 - Public Access



Date: 6/15/97

Inventory By; MOK Contact: Joan Parcher

Pare Engineering Corporation

Plat/Lot 41/258 and possibly also 261

Owner Narragansett Boat Club

Parcel Size 6,050 SF and 4,000 SF

Water Access Wood ramp, wood deck with floating wood dock (recycled military bombing platform), 2 wooden pili

Site Improvements

Marine

Bulidiead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) Granite block shoreline facing

Height above HW (stains on wall)

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating)

Estimate length

Number of tie ups, slips

Other (gas pumps, pump out, utility connections)

Park

paths, paving type

benches/seating walls

lighting Security

trash/bike racks, etc. Platform for bikes to be chained to fence.

active recreation areas (soccer fields, B Ball)

parking (off-street, on-street) On-street (River Drive)

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerciaVutility/residential) River Drive, Blackstone Park to the west

Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Access Inventory

Other Boats stored in boathouse: four motor launches (2-man), one 12-man barge (flat boat for beginner rowers), 
8-man sculls, two 2-man sculls, one 4-man scull, approximately fifty single sculls. Rowing season March - 
November. Two regattas held each year - race course is between Swan Point and Getty Pier. Classes offere. 
the public May - October.

Site
Name Narragansett Boat Club (private rowing club)
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Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Access Inventory

Site Blackstone Park, River Drive
Name Owner City of Providence
Plat / Lot 41/14, 41/234. 40/293
Water Access River Drive to Seekonk River,
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) Rip-rap, natural land edge
Height above HW (stains on wail) not applicable

paths, paving type sidewalks
benches / seating walls various wood park benches
lighting street lighting
trash/bike racks, etc. trash cans
parking (off-street, on-street) 40 park.nc spaces, on-street/ off-street west end

.Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utiiity/residential) residential
Other Narragansert Boat Club

Site Twin Islands #1 - Seekonk River
Name Owner WRIB, Inc.
Plat / Lot 14/372
Water Access Seekonk River
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) E2EM
Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) Power line access via wooden piles

Other woo<:en debris, radio tower
Site Twin Islands ttl - Seekonk River

Name Owner Giannamore, Claire M.
Plat! Lot 14/373
Water Access Seekonk River
Site Improvements

Eu1.<head (granite, rubble, sheetpile) sand shore with limited spartina on South, more spartina on North 
Other scrub shrub growth, swan and wading shore birds

Site Crook Point East Providence
Name Owner RIDOT
Plat I Lot
Water Access Seekonk River
Site improvments

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) spanina along Seekonk River shore with dense woods around pond 
lother abandoned RR tracks, RR bridge in 'up' position, site not readily accessible
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Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Access Inventory

Site Compassionate Friends of Bold Point Park
Name Owner City of E. Providence
Plat / Lot
Water Access Seekonk River - gravel boat ramp, dock
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) gravel/cobble beach, E2EM, spanina
Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) fixed pier w/ floating wooden dock

ELstimate length dock 14' x 14'; pier -50'
Number of tie ups, slips none presently
paths, paving type soii/crushed stone
benches / seating walls 3 benches
trash/bike racks, etc. 2 barrels, bike rack for 7
parking (off-street, on-street) 20 spaces off-street, din lot

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) commercial, dry-dock for E. Prov. Yacht 
Other littered, shallow waters w/ much debris (including wrecked barge), abandoned radio tower foundation, and many rotte 

Compassionate Friends of Bold Point Park is open to the general public from 6 AM to 11 PM. No rules or restriction 
Within the next year, ±e City of East Providence plans to build a double boat ramp and two handicanpcd accessible 

Site India St. right of way
Name Owner City of Providence
Plat/Lot 17/541
Water Access Seekonk River.
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) Rip-rap, natural land edge
Height above HW (stains on wall) 30"

paths, paving type din
benches / seating walls 2 wood park benches

Site India Point Park
Name Owner City of Providence
Plat/Lot 17/620
Parcel Size 257,075
Water Access Outer Harbor, Seekonk River
Site Improvments

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) concrete block, granite
Height above HW (stains on wall) 1' - 6'

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) BI Ferry, Bay Queen. 2 fixed timber piers
Estimate length 105' x 40', 50' x 20'

Number of tie ups, slips 1 ship tie-up, 3 large cleats
Other (gas pumps, pump out, utility connections) electric, water at dock
paths, paving type asphalt, cobble stones ,gravel
benches / seating walls wood park benches, 6 step seating wall
lighting night-lighting along path
trash/bike racks, etc. trash cans
active recreation areas (soccer fields, BBall) soccer field, playground
parking (off-street, on-street) 40 parking spaces, on-street/ off-street west end

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) commercial
Other evidence of old pilings, city an, pedestrian bridge across 1-95, elec, tower
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Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Access Inventory

Site Parking lot for The Waterline
Name Owner Hamilton Realty Corp.
Plat/Lot 18/344
Parcel Size 40,743
Water Access Providence Outer Harbor
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) rip-rap
lighting equivalent to street lighting
parking (off-street, on-street) off-street for 65 cars.

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residentiaJ) commercial, community boating facility, 
restaurant.

Site Community Boating Center
Name Owner City of Providence
Plat/Lot 18/72
Parcel Size 54,323
Water Access Providence Outer Harbor
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) concrete
Height above HW (stains on wall) 4
Estimate length 80' .\ 10'

Number of tie ups, slips rail for tie-up
Other (gas pumps, pump out, utility connections) porta-jons
benches / seating walls pavillion

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) parking, park
Other Non- profit ,charitable organization provides sailing instruction for inner city youths and adults(fee), 18 small sailboats, 
3 powerboats.

Site The Waterline / Bootlegger (former Shooters)
Name Owner Providence Harbor Inc.
Plat/Lot 18/345
Parcel Size 52,693
Water Access Providence River, outer harbor
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) granite
Height above HW (stains on wall) 4'

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) concrete floating pier
Number of tie ups, slips 15
Other (gas pumps, pump out, utility connections) utility connections, pump out,
parking (off-street, on-street) see 18/344

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) parking lot, storage lot, public access strip 
Other Providence Tall Ship located here. Showers, restrooms, ice, gas
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Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Access Inventory

Providence Steamboat
Plat / Lot J8/332
Parcel Size 14,268
Water Access Providence River south of Fox Point Hurricane Barrier
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) concrete block, steel bulkhead behind pier
Height above HW (stains on wall) 5'

Piers (timber/concrete - Fixed or floating) fixed timber and concrete
Estimate length 200'

Number of tie ups, slips 4 tie-ups for tugboats
Other (gas pumps, pump out, utility connections) electrical at dock
lighting security
parking (off-street, on-street) private

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commercial/utility/residential) pumping station, commercial
Other 2 inlet bays

Site CSO Pumping Station
Name Owner Maurania Corp.
Plat / Lot 18/34 & 16
Parcel Size 34-7.865, 16-72,616.
Water Access Providence River south of Fox Point Hurricane Barrier
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) granite, rubble
Height above HW (stains on wall) 24"

Piers (timber/concrete - Fixed or floating) Fixed timber deck
Estimate length 100'x 15'

Number of tie ups, slips none
Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commercial/utility/residential) Fox Point Hurricane Banier, commercial. 
Other 16-abandoned lot, 34-pumping station.

Site Corliss Landing Park
Name Owner City' of Providence
Plat / Lot 18/A
Parcel Size unknown
Water Access Providence River
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) rubble
Height above HW (stains on wall) 4 -5'

Piers (timber/concrete - Fixed or floating) fixed timber deck
Estimate length 250' x 12'

paths, paving type brick and stone paths
benches / seating walls concrete semi-circular seating wall
lighting night lighting present
parking (off-street, on-street) on street

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) Fox Point Hurricane Barrier, parking. 
Other electrical tower, Corliss Landing Old Harbor Trail, Sept. 1994-Vinceni A. Cianci, Jr. Park.
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Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Access Inventory

Site Old Harbor Marina: Hot Club Yacht Club (Hurricane water taxi & charter service)
Name Owner Unknown
Plat/Lot 18/12
Parcel Size unknown
Water Access Providence River
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) concrete reinforced w/ steel plate & rip-rap at base
Height above HW (stains on wall) 5'

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) floating wooden dock
Estimate length 25' x 6'

Number of tie ups, slips 56 slips
Other (gas pumps, pump out, utility connections) showers, 2 restrooms, ice, 
parking (off-street, on-street) private parking lot for restaurant (12)

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) recreational, commercial 
Other continuation of deck from 18/A with no connection between the 2 properties

Site Grappa & Marina (private)
Name Owner Eat or Dine Out Inc.
Plat/Lot 18/13
Parcel Size 2,982
Water Access Providence River
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) concrete w/ steel reinforcement & rip-rap at base
Height above HW (stains on wall) 5'

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) floating timber
Estimate length 300' along shore w/ 3 extensions out onto river ( 144, 180, 108)

Number of tie ups, slips none
Other (gas pumps, pump out, utility connections) electrical and phone
parking (off-street, on-street) 8 off-street, public

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) commercial
Other all boat slips belong to Old Harbor Marina

Site The Fish Co.
Name Owner Dudley and Peter Shallcross
Plat/Lot 18/4
Parcel Size 16.760
Water Access Providence River
Site Improvements

Bulkbead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) concrete w/ steel reinforcement & rip-rap at base 
Height above HW (stains on wall) 5'

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) fixed timber deck extending from 18/A
Estimate length Length by 15'

Number of tie ups, slips none
benches / seating walls benches along deck
lighting lighting along deck
trash/bike racks, etc, trash cans
parking (off-street, on-street) on-street

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) commercial, park
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Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Access Inventory'

ite Corliss Landing Park and Old Harbor Trail
me Owner City of Providence
-t / Lot 18/2
, cel Size 4,360
>ter .Access Providence River
e Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) concrete and granite
Height above HW (stains on wall) 3'

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) fixed limber deck extending to 18/A
paths, paving type gravel and asphalt
benches / seating walls wooden benches (6)
lighting along walking deck
trash/bike racks, etc. cans for public refuse

jacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) commercial, Point Street Bridge 
cite South Water Street/Waterside Park, Doubloon Landing - canoe and kayak launch facility 
. me Owner State of Rhode Island
Lit / Lut 16
’.reel Size unkown
ater Access Providence River.
e Improvementst

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) alternating concrete and rip-rap
Height above HAV (stains on wall) ~ 4'

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) Doubloon Landing (fixed timber)
Estimate length 20' long x 10' staggering bleachers

j,j;hs, paving type asphalt paths
benches / seating walls bleachers/ concrete and wood benches (in need of repair)
trash/bike racks, etc. trash cans, bike racks
parking (off-street, on-street) across street/on-street. 15 min. pull-off @ launch

Ijacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) commercial
her helipon. ilagpoles. between 1-195 and Crawford St. bridges
site Gardner Jackson Park
ime Owner unknown
it (Lot 12/26,29,31,33,35,36
u-cel Size unknown
ater Access Providence River
te Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) granite blocks
Height above HW (stains on wall) 30"

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) small concreie/steel deck extension
Estimate length water access - 275' - 300'

Number of tie ups, slips 12 brass hooks
paths, paving type brick and cobble
benches / seating walls stone benches and seating walls
lighting lighting available on walkways
trash/bike racks, etc. trash cans

.djacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) commercial. Market Square 
ither steel pilings near deck (limits accessibility)
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Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Access Inventory

Site Parcel 6
Name Owner Capital Propenies
Plat / Lx)t 4/247 LLOl & LBOl
Parcel Size 216.551
Water Access Moshassuck River
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) granite block
Height above HW (stains on wall) 15'

paths, paving type South end gravel and concrete parking lot, North end is abandoned with concrete paths 
parking (off-street, on-street) 274;LLjOI is a -250 space parking lot, limited on-street

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) parking lots
Other water depth appears to be no more than 2' - 5' with tide, wooden bridge crossing (- 12' wide), residual foundation of 

Site Waterplace Park
Name Owner State of R], Capital Propenies
Plat/Lot 19/131,102
Parcel Size 131- 147,086. 102-91220.
Water Access Woonasaquatucket River
Site Improvemenst

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) concrete block
Height above HW (stains on wall) 1'

Number of tie ups, slips 10 wood pilings, 10-1- concrete columns, mulitple tie ups
paths, paving type cobble, brick, stone
benches / seating walls stone benches and amphitheatre style seating wall
lighting general area appears to be well lit
trash/bike racks, etc. trash cans

Other cleats along both sides of 102 -8' apan, may only be decorative
Site Point Street Landings, north and south

Name Owner Narragansen Electric, New England Power
Plat/Lot 21/312 and 21/178
Parcel Size 153,614. 18,120
Water Access Providence River
Site Improvements at each park

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) rip-rap
Height above HW (stains on wall) fixed timber pier ~8', floating dock

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) floating timber and aluminum dock
Estimate length 90' x 18'

Number of tie ups, slips 6 w/ room to add more (adjustable)
paths, paving type brick and slate paths
benches / seating walls 2 pavillions, 4 wood/steel benches, 2 seating walls
lighting walkways are well lit
trash/bike racks, etc. trash cans at either end
parking (off-street, on-street) permit only adjacent

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) parking, power plant. Point Street
Other near Davol Square Marketplace, electrical towers
Rules and Regulations - See Collier Point Park



Docks; 30' X 8' ■
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Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Access Inventory

Site Collier Point Park
Name Owner Unkown
Plat/Lot 22/185
Parcel Size
Water Access cement launching ramp
Site Improvements

Bulkhead (granite, rubble, sheetpile) rip-rap
Height above HW (stains on wall) fixed piers 10’-15

Piers (timber/concrete - fixed or floating) 2 floating limber docks adjacent to launch ramp, 2 timber/concrete piers,
2 timber piers.

Estimate length Piers; concrete/timber (x2) 14' x 14', 40' x 24' (for Bay Queen), 18' x 60' arc 
12' X 27' el.

Number of tie ups, slips 1 on pier for Bay Queen, 9 total on docks (adjustable, more can be added) 
paths, paving type cement near parking and gravel in park
benches / seating walls multiple wire benches (- 18), tables (- 10) and 2 cedar benches in tower
lighting in parking lot and along road for security
parking (off-street, on-street) 20 off-street, 2 cul-de-sacs w/ -8 spaces each

Adjacent Land Use (street, parking lot, commerical/utility/residential) power station
Other tower originally for guards, new launch ramp for fire/rescue boats (next nearest is Edgewood)
Rules and Regulations:

1. Open to the general public on a 24 hour per day basis
2. Swimming or diving is prohibited
3. Alcoholic beverages are prohibited
4. Pets are to be leashed and pet owners are responsible for clean-up after their pet
5. Overnight camping, parking, and docking are prohibited
6. Open burning and grills are prohibited
7. Climbing on rocks is prohibited, for visitors safety
8. Dumping or disposal of household waste is prohibited
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PLAT LOT CODE ADDRESS NOTES

56

II

II

55

196 610 Allens Ave7

47

?

80
46

6

1

80

PROPLA.XLS Page IVB- 1

M2
78

OWNERS MAILING
ADDRESS

357 Willard Ave
242 Allens Ave
60 Public

5
6

25: LBO 
25: LLO

262
270
271

273: LBO 
273: LLO

281

X
X
X
X

429
146
147
148
368
601
655
799
803
804
805
128
160

317
323

325
326
361

78
78
15
78
1
1
1
7
1

206 Allens Ave
210 Allens Ave

10
1
1

78
IQ
IQ
IQ
1
10
IQ

2QQ
288
296
297

307: LBO 
307: LLO

312
316

9
16
17
18

610 Allens Ave 
278 Allens Ave 
288 Allens Ave 
284 Allens Ave 
338 Allens Ave 
434 Allens Ave 
252 Allens Ave 
386 Allens Ave 
242 Allens Ave 
232 Allens Ave 
242 Allens Ave 
178 Allens Ave 
120 Allens Ave

PUBLIC
ACCESS

Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Assessor's Data

Port of Providenr
itigation hazard 

n
City of Prov, vacant lot 
City of Prov_____________
City of Prov_____________
City of Prov_____________
Provport Inc____________
Harborside Park LLC 
Provport Inc____________
Algonquiin Lng Inc_______
Paragon Oil Co__________
Paragon Oil Co__________
Paragon Oil Co__________
Star Enterprise__________
Texaco Inc Tax Dept, 
Kallaher Oil Co (DBA) 
Alogonquin Lng Inc, vent 
lt,stat. inac_____________
DTP. Inc_______________
Angelo Maffeo__________
Red Bridge Properties 

' VSH Realty____________
Boliden Metec__________
Stablex Rl Inc__________
East Prov, City of_______
Red Bridge Properties 
State of Rl_____________
Rl, state of_____________
Northeast Petroelum Co 
Sprague CH and Son Co 
Gold. Hebert & Greenstein. 
Debra________________
City Tire Co____________
James and Theresa 
Cockfield______________
Rl state of_____________
Rl, state of

105 Terminal Rd 
0 Harborside 
0 Field Pt Dr 
0 Harborside 
0 New York Ave 
same________
2 Sea View Dr 
185 Terminal
500 Allens Ave 
520 Allens Ave
544 Allens Ave 
570 Allens Ave

^rov. Gas Co._______
Hudson Terminal Corp. 
TE Products Pipeline 
^rovport___________
Provport Inc________
Provport Inc________
Provport Inc________
St Lawrence Cement 
Prov Gas Co________
Provport Inc

195 Terminal Road 
0 Fields Pt. 
0 Fields Pt. 
same__________
0 New York Ave 
4 New York Ave. 
0 Terminal Rd
125 Terminal Rd 
same__________
1 Sea View Dr



PLAT LOT CODE ADD.TESS NOTES

19

4

18

X India Point Park78

X

X ndia Point Park

X Playground17

X

X India Point Park

78

14 328 78 10 Beach Prov, City of X

316 293 Power Prov, City of X78

PROPLA.XLS Page IVB-2 6/30/97

541
54

80
79

India Point Park/ 
bridge abutment

Hurricane Barrier - 
Corliss Landing Park

78
79

X

X
X

_x
2<
X

2<
X

India Point Park 
India Point Park

16
34
48 
332
334
338
343
344
345
72
10
3
8
54
69
416

611
368
613
616
620
621

14
6
14
15
78
98
14
78
6
6

14
7
15
80
13

10
10
78

79
7

X
X

India Point Park 
India Point Park 
Gano Street 
Playground 
Gano Street 
Playground

270 India
250 India

250 India 8
271 Tockw i 
101 Gano t

beach front___
87 Fremont St
225 India
230 India
263 India Street
235 India

Gano Street 
Playground

Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Assessor's Data

PUBLIC
ACCESS

Prov, City of___________
Rl Div of Roads & Bridges
Brown Univ____________
Prov, City of___________
Prov, City of

OWNERS MAILING
ADDRESS 

Northeast Petroleum 
Industrial National Bank 
Northeast Petroleum corp 
Greene Company_______
Capital Properties Inc 
Capital Propenies Inc 
Capital Properties Inc 
Capital Properties Inc 
Rl, state of____________
Prov, City of___________
Capital Properties Inc 
Prov, City of___________
Dudley, Peter Shallcross 
Eat or Dine Out Inc D/B/A 
Eat or Dine Out Inc D/B/A 
Prov, City of

Prov, City of__________
Maurania Corp________
Maurania Corp________
Maurania Corp________
Rl Div. Roads & Bridges
Pr.3v. City of__________
Maurania Corp________
Hamilton Realty Corp 
Prov Harbour View Inc 
P ov, City of

481:LBOi 
481:LLOi 
489:LBO1 
489:LLO1

102
103
109
114
131 

147: LBO 
247: LLO

2
4
13
12
14

164 Allen; Ave 
same___________
186 Allen; Ave 
same___________
18 Americ r. E
1 Citizens ^lace 
140 Franc. •.______
5 Moshass jck
12 Memor; il Blvd
80 Smith 8_______
same _____
501 Water Si_____
515 South Uer St 
575 South rter St 
579 South 'V ater St 
203 India
661 South Water
Street__________
675 South Vater St
9 India__________
1 India__________
201 India________
195 India________
89 India St______
99 India St_______
0 India St________
109 India 8______
541 South Vater St piarragansett Electric, vent I
503 South V Iter St ~'Jarragansett Electric, vent It 

 *Prov, City of
Brown Univ_____________
Brown Univ_____________
HV Collins Co

Prov, City of 
Brown Univ



PLAT LOT ADDRESS NOTES

15 14 X

X Tunne/bridge RR

X

X

41 5

40

38 X

City of E. Prov.

state.
Street

I

PROPLA.XLS PageIVB-3

80
5

Gano Street 
Playground

Gano Street 
Playground

J__
5

East Providence

372
373
566

163
2
6
35
66
340

78
14

79
78

70
75

585 Blackstone Blva
333 Grotto Ave

261
293

446
453

78
6
14

200 Butler Ave
42 Loring Ave

_____________ Bold Point Park
East Providence

_____________ Yacht Club
_____________Guild Drilling

Crook Point RR 
_____________ [abutment_____
lights of Way to Harbor______

Harborside Boulevard. Field's Point
Sea View Drive, Field's Point_________
New York Avenue, Field's Point_______
Thurbers Avenue (from Allens Ave)
Public Street (from Allens Ave)________
Henderson Street (from Allens Ave)
Tockwotton Street (Hurricane Barrier)
India Street (at Fox Point)____________
India Street (at Brown Boat House)
Beach Street at East Transit and Fremont (Gano Street Ballfield)_____
Butler Avenue (Adjacent to East Side Marketplace and Toffier property)

0 Twin Island
0 Twin Island 
26C Power St

Providence Harbor Management Plan 
Assessor's Data

PUBLIC
CCESS

Prov, Ci': of____________
Warwick development Corp

456
460: LBO 
460; LLO

467
258
14
234

101 East George St
33 East River
291 E. George
1 Butle'Ave______
41 Way and Ave
392 Waterman

86 Wayland Ave
27 East Ri 'er

88 Waylano Ave
145 East Ge irge 
same_________
291 E. George
2 River Dr
1 River Dr
82 Loring Ave

CODE OWNERS MAILING 
_______ .ADDRESS 
WRIB, Inc______________
Giannamore, Claire M. 
Prov, Citv of____________
Koffler Realty Assoc. V 
Limited Partnership_______
Warwick Development Corp 
Harold Shein____________
V. Koffler Realty Asc______
RI, state )f_____________
Caneel E'ay Ltd.

Prov, Ci of____________
Koffler Ftialty Assoc. V Ltd
Partnership (same)______
Narragansett Electric_____
Narragar.sett Boat Club 
Prov, Cih' of____________
Prov, City of____________
RI Hosp. Trust National 
Bank, tri/atee, Moses Brown
School Foundation_______
Prov, City of____________
Proprietor: Swan Point 
Cmntry________________
Butler Health Center
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dry of Providence Harbor Management Plan

5.1 WATER DEPTH

5.2 NAVIGATIONAL LIZARDS

5.3 DEBRIS

Appendix 5 - Navigation Page 5-1

Extremely shallow 
channel and Pr

Information on the Provide ice H. rbor waterways was obtained from Nautical Charts prepared by 
the U.S. Department of Commerce. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), 
National’Ocean Service, February 1994. NOAA Nautical Chart 13224, February 1994, was used 
for water and channel depth infomation and Nautical Chart 13225, February 1991, was used for 
information about locatior of v -f ;ks and ruins.

maps, the bulk of the Provde 
Seekonk channel, which he' 
through the project area, hi 
Water (MLLW) and 150 feet

Appendix 5
NAVIGATION

As indicated on these charts, an; also on Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE) navigation project 
; .nd Seekonk Rivers are channels maintained by the ACOE. The 

. ,t Cold Spring Point (at Waterman Square) and extends north 
authorized project depth of 16 feet below Mean Lower Low 

ii e. The channel in the Providence River, which ends just south 
of Fox Point and extends sour, tl rough the project area, has an authorized project depth of 40 feet 
MLLW and is 600 to 1700 t< ;■ wide. There is an explicit warning given by the Corps which 
warns that the chaimels are s t ect to shoaling, especially at the edges, and that caution should 
be used while navigating the; i vaters.

The reach of the Seekonk ’* v ,‘r from Cold Spring Point to its confluence with the Providence 
River is also a federal chair 1, however, the channel limits have not been defined by the ACOE. 
River depths in this area ;• apparently sufficient for safe navigation, as the ACOE has not 
received requests for dredgh.g in this area.

There are a number of sigr c it navigational hazards within the project area. These hazards are 
noted on the NOAA chan 1. 224 and 13225, and include:

In 1984 the US Departmem of the Army, Corps of Engineers (ACOE) prepared the document, 
"Providence River And I arbor And The Seekonk River, Rhode Island, Debris Removal 
Feasibility Repon Including Environmental Assessment". The purpose of the ACOE report was 
to determine the engineering feasibility and environmental acceptability for federal participation

1.1 rs of the Seekonk River on either side of the federally maintained 
It : River north of the federal channel

Shoaling in the chat, .it is and the Green Jacket Shoal at Bold Point 
Abandoned bridges at Crook and India Points as well as the old bridge piers near 
Crawford Street Bri< ge
A multimde of ruir . .rom abandoned wharves and rotting piles in the Providence and 
Seekonk Rivers and an old radio tower foundation and wrecked barge off Bold Point



City of Providence Harbor Management Pl

5.4 NAVIGATIONAL CLEARANCES

i

Appendix 5 - iVavigafion Page

The navigational clearances and tidal information, as itdkated on NOAA chart 13224, are list 
in Table 5-1. The data in Table 5-1 is for the Hurric? le £ arrier as well as the bridges that crt 
the upper Providence River (south of downtown) .nd tie lower Seekonk River (within i 
Providence city limits). It is important to note that Lie dat im used by the City of Providence 
higher than Mean Sea Level (MSL) used as the USGS s’GVj) datum since 1929. Therefore, 2. 
feet must be added to MSL to convert from City base to UL'GS base.

in removal and disposal of floatable debris s-mrces that are potentially hazardous to navigatic 
a suppressant of land values, and are aesthetically unpleasant. The study area was limited to t 
perimeter of the Seekonk River and the Providence Ri' er and Harbor at the plane of mean hi 
water along approximately 37 miles of shoreliu.e. It comprised a tidewater area of about sev 
squares miles lying north and landward of a lin? from Conimicut Point at Warwick to the tip 
Nayatt Point, Barrington. The debris sources ur estigated were dilapidated waterfront structui 
including those with dilapidated portions (primariiv timber pile supported wharves and bulkhead 
derelict (wrecked)vessels, shore-front dumps, and loose floatable debris lying on dilapidat 
structures and on shore. A debris inventory was; Iso prepared and included in the ACOE repc 
The study concluded that about seventy percent o the identified debris was found in Provider 
Harbor. Alternatives for the collection, removal ind disposal of the debris were developed a 
then evaluated by the ACOE in terms of cost ei ecti'. eness, environmental quality, social a 
economic effects, and impacts on port operation ; id divelopment of the area.

Figure 11-4A from the Providence Harbor SAM Plan illustrates the approximate location 
shoreline debris inventoried by the ACOE during '.heir preparation of the 1984 document, 
presented in the SAM Plan, in recognition of the financial hardship which would be imposed up 
communities, debris owners and the state by a one tune centrally organized debris clean up effr 
with federal participation and contributing funds, the RIDEM and the CRMC jointly develop 
a debris removal program for Upper Narragansett .'-ay which seeks to work cooperatively w 
all debris owners to achieve compliance with establitned polices and prohibitions at a reasonal 
cost. The CRMC's Subcommittee on Urban Pons and Harbors was charged with identify! 
additional debris owners, organizing efforts to remove loose shoreline debris, providing suppi 
to local efforts to cleanup specific reaches of the Upper Bay shoreline, and monitoring remo' 
activities.

Providence is subject to a MHHW of 5.0 feet and a MH'V of 4.7 feet with respect to the MLL^ 
The low tides are 0.2 feet MLW also with respect to the MLLW. It is important to note that tl 
is the mean height, exceeded half the time.
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STRUCTURE LOCATION

52Fixed Bridge 26

101Swing Bridge 9

20 21Hurricane Barrier*

92Bascule Bridge

Lower Seekonk 100 40

Lower Seekonk 84 oo

Lower Seekonk 100 42

* Water depth over the sill at the gates is 12.9 feet at MLLW

DREDGED AREAS AND FEDERAL MAINTENANCE5.5

Appendix 5 - Navigation Page 5-3

17
(when lowered)

Fixed Bridges 
(Washington Bridge)

Swing Bridge 
(Draw Open)

Fixed Bridge
(Henderson Bridge)

Crook Point; Lower 
Seekonk

Table 5-1
Navigational Clearances

Fox Point,
Providence River

The ACOE is responsible for maintaining the federal channels within the Seekonk and Providence 
Rivers. According to the ACOE, the Seekonk River channel was last dredged in 1954 and 
although shoaling of the channel has occurred, the ACOE has received no requests for its 
maintenance dredging. The Providence River channel was last dredged by the ACOE in the early 
197O's, which involved a major channel improvement project for the then Port of Providence. 
Since the 1970s there has been little dredging in the state, except for small projects. By the late 
1980s channel shoaling had become a serious problem which ultimately necessitated the restriction 
of navigation in the Providence Harbor shipping channel. At first the limitations on the movement 
of vessels were voluntary; then based upon a ACOE condition survey, the Coast Guard made them 
formal. At the request of then Governor Sundlun, the ACOE commenced work necessary for a 
proposed maintenance dredging project for the federal shipping chaimel.

In 1996, Governor Almond's appointed Commission on Dredging completed a report which cited 
the states's stringent and complex regulatory permitting requirements regarding dredging activities 
and lack of approved sites for disposal of dredged material as the major factors which impeded

VERTICAL 
CLEARANCE 

(feet above MHW)

Point Street; Upper 
Providence River

1-195; Upper
Providence River

HORIZONTAL
CLEARANCE 

(feet)
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Currently, a Draft Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) for the Providence River and associt 
harbor terminals dredging project is scheduled to be completed in the spring of 1998. The F 
EIS is expected to be ready in the fall of 1998. The ACOE may commence the dredging as e; 
as the fall of 1999

In December 1997 the federal channel was extended by Congress northward from the exist 
Providence River channel through the Hurricane Barrier to the Crawford Street bridge, 
designating this reach of the river as a federal channel, the ACOE participates in dredging : 
maintenance dredging. Dredging of this section of the river (as described below) will be inclu 
in the Providence River dredge EIS project.

the needed dredging projects in the state which included the federal channel, marinas and boat 
facilities, and breachways into salt ponds. The prepared report entitled "Report of the Govemt 
Commission on Dredging" contained developed recommendations and recent changes in law ( 
Rhode Island Marine Infrastructure Maintenance Act of 1996 and the Federal Water Resour 
Development Act) and designated the RI Coastal Resources Management Council by statuft 
the lead state agency for dredging. The CRMC was delegated with the power and duty to am< 
other things, prepare, adopt, and maintain a comprehensive, phased program for dredging in 
tidal waters of the state and to establish appropriate sites for dredge disposal.

Public Notice (File No. 1991-02525F) was issued by the ACOE on May 10, 1995 for a Rh 
Island Department of Transportation request for permits under Section 10 of the Rivers 
Harbors Act and Section 404 of the Clean Water Act to renovate the upper reach of 
Providence River in conjunction with the relocation of the 1-195 Bridge. This project provi 
for the implementation of elements of the City of Providence’s Old Harbor Plan to maxin 
opportunities for the integration of intermodal connections between highway, marine, pedestri 
and bicycle transportation. Key elements include reconstruction of river walls with the addh 
of new wood planked boardwalks (the new boardwalks allow improved pedestrian and mai 
transportation access to the waterfront), and dredging. Dredging will remove sediments fr 
between the Crawford Street Bridge and the Point Street Bridge providing a uniform depth of 
feet mean low water.

Other needed dredging projects within Providence waters are the maintenance dredging of 
Woonasquatucket River at Waterplace Park and of the Providence River at the dock locatet 
Dyer Street. Siltation of the rivers at these two facilities occurs due to the riverine transport' 
deposition of sediments from upstream sources. Sediment loads from within the river's drain 
areas during high flows and flood events may be contributing significantly to the siltat 
problem. Locally, possible contributing sources are sediment - laden stormwater runoff from 
properties which have sparse vegetative cover and are located upstream Waterplace Park, 
problem may be alleviated when construction of the Providence Place Mall and 1-95 Cap 
Center Interchange Improvements are complete as these projects are required by the RIDEM 
CRMC to include water quality best management practices (BMPs) to reduce total suspen 
solids in runoff entering the Woonasquamcket River. In addition, the CSO project when comp 
will remove sediments presently released into the river during the "first-flush" resulting fr 
storm events.
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City of Providence Harbor Management Plan

6.1 EXISTING BERTHS AND TERMINALS

6.2 SHIP AND CARGO TYPES

6.3 POTENTIAL FOR EXPANSION

Appendix 6 - Port of Providence Page 6-1

Approximately eleven (11) different operating port terminals line the west side of the Providence 
River between Field's Point to the south and Henderson Street (Collier Point) to the north as 
illustrated on Figure DI-IA. In addition, two terminals are located in Providence on the north side 
of the mouth of the Seekonk River.

The formerly City-owned municipal wharf is now owned by ProvPort, Inc., a private non-profit 
organization. Six ship berths labeled berth one through berth six at the municipal wharf are 
grouped into two terminals according to function and use.

While the port is supposed to service ships up to 40 feet in draft, restrictions have been imposed 
due to siltation which has occurred in the federal channel leading to Providence. Furthermore, 
several berths have silted in and need maintenance dredging to be restored to full service. Several 
terminal operators intend to "piggyback" on the federal project and deepen their berths when the 
channel is dredged by the US Army Corps of Engineers.

The port terminal locations are indicated by numbers 111 through 123 on Figure IH-IB titled 
"Providence River and Harbor Area - Port Facilities". A comprehensive description of each 
terminal and its related facilities as reported in the US Army Corps of Engineers Port Series No. 
4 Revised 1994 is also provided herein in tabulated form.

Ships calling at Providence include tankers, dry bulk carriers, roll-on roll-off ships, break bulk 
carriers, container ships and other freight caniers. A tug boat company and a ferry service 
operate out of the Fox Point/lndia Point area. Naval and Coast Guard vessels, cruise ships, and 
tall sailing ships may also visit periodically.

Two key areas have long been targeted for potential port expansion in the Providence River. One 
is the south end of Field's Point, where the potential exists to create a berth seven along the 
municipal wharf; and the other is an undeveloped waterfront area extending several blocks north 
of Thurbers Avenue. Environmental issues related to dredging, filling and land development at 
each site would need to be studied and resolved, but ultimately both areas are well suited for port 
facilities.

Appendix 6
PORT OF PROVIDENCE

Primary imports at Providence include petroleum products, liquified natural gas, cement, lumber, 
chemicals, salt and automobiles. Primary exports are scrap metal and waste paper. Ship repair 
services are available, and two marine contractors have equipment yards and docks within the port 
area.
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Cir\' of Providence Harbor Manaeement Plan

7.1 COASTAL FLOOD HAZARD AREAS

FOX POINT HURRICANE BARRIER OPERATION7.2

Page 7-7.■ippendb: / - Emer?enc\- Manaeemeni

Although the Hurricane Barrier protects most of the upper harbor from coastal flooding, there are 
reaches of the Woonasquatucket and Moshassuck Rivers with high 100-year riverine flood 
elevations. These areas are the reach of the Woonasquatucket River from the Eagle Street Dam 
to Charlotte Hope Street and the reaches of the Moshassuck River from Industrial Drive to Smith 
Street and along Canal Street in the vicinity of the Roger Williams National Park.

The Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRM) were prepared by the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) as pan of the "Flood Insurance Study, City of Providence. Providence County" 
in 1986. These maps delineate the 500-year and 100-year storm flood boundaries and provide the 
100-year storm water surface elevations associated with both riverine and coastal flooding. They 
also indicate coastal flood hazard areas which are prone to the effects of storm waves. These 
areas, referred to as "V" or velocity zones, are defined by the Army Corps of Engineers as being 
subject to significant wave attack. 3 foot amplitude waves, during storm events. The 3 foot 
amplitude wave has been determined as the minimum size required to cause significant damage 
to conventional structures.

These maps indicate that there are many areas south of the Fox Point Hurricane Barrier, built in 
1966, which are susceptible to wave action. Along the Providence River, these areas include 
Fields Point, Sassafras Point, the wharves in the lower harbor, and the area between and including 
Fox and India Points, Along the Seekonk River, most of the shoreline is susceptible to wave 
attack but panicularly the areas between Trenton and Fremont Streets, between the Henderson 
Bridge and Angell Street, and at York Pond.

As historically demonstrated. Providence is prone to flood and wind damage from tropical storms 
and hurricanes. Over the past 61 years, the National Weather Service has tracked 31 storms 
classified as tropical storms or hurricanes that have hit the state. The City of Providence has an 
Emergency Management Plan prepared by the Emergency Management Agency. This plan 
dictates the duties and responsibilities of each of the City's departments/agencies and any private 
organizations with emergency management functions. The city also relies on the Rhode Island 
Emergency Management Agency (RIEMA), the Federal Management Agency (FEMA), and the 
U.S. Coast Guard fIJSCG) for support and assistance.

Appendix 7
EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT

The Hurricane Barrier prevents storm surges and wave action from reaching the upper 
Providence. Woonasquatucket. and Moshassuck Rivers. The Hurricane Barrier is closed 
whenever a hurricane, tropical storm, or northeaster threaten to raise water levels above the city’s 
flood stage of 6 feet. While the barrier is closed, pumps are operated to maintain the upstream 
water level at the normal water level in the river, 3.5 feet above mean sea level. The Hurricane 
Barrier is maintained by the Providence Depanment of Public Works.



Ci[\’ of Providence Harbor Management P!

MARINA OPERATIONS EMERGENCY PREPAREDNESS7.3

SPILL RESPONSE7.4

a.

Oil Pollution Act of 1990 (PL 101-380. 33 USC 2701)b.

c.

d.

e.

Appendix / - Emergency Management Page

OPA. 90 federal laws were enacted in response to the Exxon Valdez oil spill in Alaska, 
terminal operations must submit to the USEPA and the US Coast Guard for land and waterfr 
activities, respectively, a plan describing the terminal facilities, facility inspections, methodi 
monitoring product transfer, and emergency response actions in the event of a spill. The plan £ 
establishes elements of liability, vessel requirements, prevention requirements, etc. Operai

There are currently no policies in place on marina requirements in response to emergei 
situations. One of Providence's two marinas is located north of the Hurricane Barrier, theref 
it is protected from flooding associated with storm events. The second marina, however, 
vulnerable and has no Storm Preparedness Plan, and relies on boat owners to arrange for secur 
or removing their boats.

The primary response plans prepared by terminal operators include an Emergency Respo. 
Action Plan to meet the requirements of b. above (OPA 90); and a Spill Prevention Control £ 
Countermeasure Plan (SPCCP) to meet the requirements of a. and c. above.

EPA Criteria for State. Local and Regional Oil Removal Contingency Plans 
CFR 109. 36 PR 22485)

Rhode Island Oil Pollution Control Laws (RI GL 1956 Title 46, PL 1990 Ch. 3 
PL 1991 Ch. 354),

Oil terminal operators and hazardous material storage facility owners are bound by federal; 
state laws to have response plans available for immediate implementation in the event o 
petroleum or hazardous material spill. Key regulations for spill response include;

The National Oil and Hazardous Materials Pollution Contingency Plan (35 
8511)

Rhode Island Oil Pollution Control Rules and Regulations (RIDEM per RIGL •
12, 42-17.1. 42-35)

The USCG has prunary responsibility' for emergencies such as boating accidents and plane eras', 
in the federal channels. Providence departments/agencies are notified and may be deployed 
hasten the response time. Currently, the Police Department has one small boat and two jet s 
used to patrol the harbor and the Fire Department has access to the equipment owned by 
Providence Harbor Co-op. The Providence Harbor Co-op is comprised of 10 petroleum £ 
utility companies located in Providence and East Providence. At this time however, there is 
fire fighting vessel available to the City of Providence through the Co-op or the USCG.



dry- of Providence Harbor Management Plan

Appenaix 7 - Emergency Management Page 7-3

must undergo spill response training and must have sufficient floating boom and deployment 
equipment available on site and/or available for deployment by subcontractor within one hour of 
notification.

In the Providence area several private companies offer spill response and cleanup services to 
terminal operators. Floating boom, dispersants, pumps, boats and other equipment are located 
by these companies in strategic spots along the waterfront. A co-operative agreement also exists 
among several terminal operators to allow access to and use of spill response equipment owned 
by each.

In addition to the OPA 90 requirements, and SPCC Plan must be prepared to meet State of RI 
requirements which follow from both state and federal laws. The SPCC Plan includes general 
information regarding the facility, accountable personnel, and certification by a registered 
professional engineer that the plan follows good engineering practices. In addition, it requires 
information with respect to drainage, storage equipment and inspections, transfer operations, tank 
car and tank truck loading procedures, and security measures in order to verify compliance with 
other state regulations and codes. An Oil Spill Contingency Plan must be attached describing the 
notification, sequence and method of response in the event of a spill at the dock or at the storage 
site. Manpower and equipment commitments must be documented.

For operators of waterfront facilities for receipt of oil products, an Operations Manual must be 
prepared and followed per US Coast Guard regulations contained in 33 CFR 154,310. The 
Operations Manual will describe procedures for preventive measures and proper handling of 
product transfers, and requires personnel in charge remain on station observing all marine 
transfer.

In the event of a spill at the waterfront, notifications and contingency plans will be immediately 
set into place. The US Coast Guard will act as the Federal-on-Scene Coordinator (for a spill on 
land, die USEPA may assume the federal role), and will make a determination as to the adequacy 
of the response. The Federal-on-Scene Coordinator may "federalize" the spill response and 
assume control of it if this federal agency determines that the terminal operator's response is 
inadequate.



is, 9

- s
0

r

•:'(
• <.•... * •'

' ,, <•
'■

r.■

i ■■

•' ■>• .*

1 J•1 '

■*^

■/' ■ V

A

: ■.

i- J

■Hi e •■
.■f-

'v' ,i • ■ •<

iV3 ■■ '■

?

S -• *4. ’ • »

3
.■!'

r. I'
■ •“

'• •»•■; , <
<?

■.■*■■

■' ■

*’<5 i

'3-j'

•s"'

'.*• •s-
•\'>■'

,.i'

; ' ,- o
■/

■'I

•1,' •

• f‘-

*■

-i' b

»
Gb J

:i?

I'i•,-. o
a ■’

t

4

- >'

I.

%
J ■

Q 
<1

• 4

J •.

k

•.,•••■ -J

•'’m '

••

S’

• ■' ■"« 3

• ,^

■■ J' -J

• ■ .f ■

■' i

C- 9 
c

i"'

? 
e. ■

.1^-

»

"" A.
.'I* ,';

< 
T ;

I*- ','

‘3 ■. '■'

'" I ’' ■ ' 

.■■=‘> -V

■ ft

.;>■ ■■ },

■ ;

'■•. ■■ ‘ .-■'

>■.

;>:■

■.■■< :

• '-A'. "A;
i, -

' .i!

;■-

JI'.;,

'ir* K • 
o'.'

. s. ’

■ -‘V'L

.. SS'S

;.*V 
■ 1 ■ 

■• . - ? ■

-'■ “x. f :^'K ;

3. ’•■ ‘

*< .;•

■ ’a

'i

•3

. f

■r

; ■ ‘t;-'

X'- ',■■■" Avi

■1^1

C, ■& 
■■■■:

■■•■ r; 

' 3^"- '3'-.

\ *

/A,;/
’ OCT*

J i

■I

0 . - ^-^'

V. ;° r

*.,' ?

33^

. c ■■ ■^

5*.s;S

o \ ’

V
3 ■■ 

.. ■ 3. /

3- ’ ;>’■' ; ' ' 

; ,.- • ‘'y''-'- •? 
3 

■'■•/"AS ■' 

'• 
■■ % ■■

3-fcs;

/ T 1- • -c- 
K.

‘>r=s'; ■.

‘ ;■<■•■*: ;;cil ■; '

v'v '; 
/ ■« s.... ■/

3-i:
3 , , 3 j;

=3,;
C3x

1 oi--’a

i
Y’

'■■ ir . ‘p! -
'. ‘ ■ . ■ ■ ■ ■

.fSils 6

. '3 3. - 
■■■ - 

•'? ' V* 
■>- y-'33^y3v

' - 
w ' •-y -’:'■» si-*^- '.■ ■

’L '/.•■^
f. ■ '•-

■ . 

•■: •' 

-• •* .'■■,

.' ' ■■'■ 3^

s33|4B-

■ '3;33^-..;

■•. 

t *

3 3

33'

O i

' ’•' ' J'-' ' '

■■ ^-.'^ '-■ 3.

’■?.. 3,-

. 3^3'3-

^^■.'3 333 *■

■'-•■'■•'31; <

'T.-, ’>- - 
!>■;■.• ’■fe.-

• !•

'"'i

wa

e
•.'' 'x-'- I i~

'v

I

’3
.-w, 
X-T .A, 13

.:^. ■ ‘is ''_ ■

.sJ • .-.rx ^^ • ,
J ...

• it

I . ..I-

»■

■

■

jS;

•••' . ,"*‘~ 

t'J •

;tf(i

■- ., ■ ' 

3 -- ^' '

.

!■ ' '

■ -'■•■ ^'<3 3'3f; 

' ' '■■"■:'1

■ 'I

-.ti

^;3y3'3...»II3.

■’■V'’'''‘3'\'-/f''" .'

ifei



Balanced and compatible shoreline use

Increased recreational opportunities and public access

Port development

Improved water quality

Final February 27. 1998
SAM Pa^e 1

The SAM Plan (1983) presents CRMC policies and proposals for Providence Harbor which were 
designed to achieve five major goals;

Coordination and consultation (establishment of the CRMC Subcommittee on 
Urban Ports and Harbors)

These goals are listed in the table below along with corresponding CRMC policies. The 
Providence HMP policies are provided for cross reference. Following that table a list of SAM 
Plan figures and their updated information are presented.

Providence Harbor:
A Special Area Management Plan (update)

The Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council (CRMC) document, "Providence 
Harbor: A Special Area Management Plan "(SAM Plan) which was adopted on November 22, 
1983, has been reviewed and subsequently, updated information has been provided in conjunction 
with the preparation of the first edition of the City of Providence Harbor Management Plan 
(HMP). This updated SAM Plan information is contained in the following compilation of tables 
and repon figures and relates to only the waters and landside area within the City of Providence, 
as this was the HMP study area. Since both the Providence HMP and the updated SAM Plan are 
to be circulated for public comment together, cross references between these two documents are 
made to avoid redundancy and duplication of report figures. The updated SAM Plan information 
is intended to serve as a current data base of existing conditions and reference to the policies 
developed for the use of Providence waters and shoreline as prescribed in the HMP. It is 
recognized that when the SAM Plan is amended in the future the CRMC goals and policies for 
the Providence Harbor area, which encompasses the waters and landside area of other 
municipalities as well as Providence: the cities of Pawtucket, East Providence, Cranston, and 
Warwick, and the Town of Barrington, will need to be updated bilaterally.



Providence Harbor SAM Plan Updc

r

Title

Shoreline Use

260.11

260.2 a

t

260.2 b

260.2 c4

260.2 d5

Recreation

260.3 a6

260.3 b not adaressed

260.3 b. 18

260.3 b. 1 Section 4D - Public Access9

260.3 b. 310

260.411

February’27, FFinal
SAM Pave 2

Section 4F - Water Use Consistency with 
Land Use

Section 1 - Executive Summary, Section 4A - 
Providence Harbor Commission

Section 4C - Multi-use of Providence 
Waters. Appendix 3 - Resource Inventory

Section 4D - Public Access, Appendix 4, 
Public Access

Resolving the Problem 
of Dredged Material 
Disoosal

Identification and
Monitoring of Areas of
Concern

Development of .A Bay
Islands Park Gatewav

Encouragement and 
Assistance to .Marina 
Development

Section 4G - Navigation, Appendix 5 - 
Navigation

Section 4F - Water Use Consistency with 
Land Use

Harbor Policy
Number

Removing Shoreline
Debris

Reviewing Municipal
Waterfront Plans

Enlisting the
Involvement of the
Public

Integration of Public 
Recreational Facilities 
Planning and
Development Actions

Construction of Public
Boat Launching
Facilities

Section 4G - Navigation, Appendix 5 - 
Navigation

Section 4A - Providence Harbor 
Commission, Section 4F - Water Use 
Consistency with Land Use

Section 4F - Water Use Consistency with 
Land Use, Appendix 3 - Resource Inventory

Enlisting the
Involvement of
Municipalities in
Harbor Revitalization

Table of SAM Plan and Providence HMP 
Cross References

Providence HMP (1998)
Section Reference

Assistance in the
Implementation of
Complex Multiple Use
Developments

SAM PLAN 
(1983) 

Section
Reference



Providence Harbor SAM Plan Update

Title

Port Industry

320.512

320.613

330.214

Water Quality

440.115

440.216

SAM Plan Figure Updates

DESCRIPTION UPDATED INFORMATIONFIGURE
NO.

I Providence Harbor Composite of Providence HMP ?\reas

I-A

Map 3 of 3

II-l Current Land Use

Map 3 of 3

r

Final February 27. 1998
f.

SAM Page J

Harbor Policy
Number

Map 1 of 3 
Map 2 of 3

Improving the
Management of
Providence Harbor and
Narragansen Bay for 
Maritime Commerce

Section 4E - Water Quality, Appendix 3 - 
Resource Inventory

Four Providence HMP Areas, including 
portions of the Woonasquanicket and 
Moshassuck Rivers

Adoption for a Water 
Quality Based Approach 
to Pollution Control

Providence HMP (1998) 
Section Reference

Limitations to Shore 
Development at
Southern Fields Point

Designation of Uses in 
Providence Harbor and
Narragansen Bay

Section 4F - Water Use Consistency with 
Land Use, Appendix 3 - Resource Inventory

Designation of Sites for
Pon Expansion

Section 4C - Multi-use of Providence 
Waters, Appendix 6 - Port of Providence

Section 4C - Multi-use of Providence 
Waters, Appendix 6 - Pon of Providence

Section 4C - Multi-use of Providence 
Waters, Appendix 6 - Pon of Providence

Map 1 of 3 
Map 2 of 3

General Shoreline Use
Seekonk River Area
The Inner Harbor and the Rivers 
Area and the Outer Harbor Area 
Providence River and Harbor
Area

Seekonk River Area
The Inner Harbor and the Rivers 
Area and the Outer Harbor Area 
Providence River and Harbor 
Area

SAM PLAN 
(1983)
Section

Reference



Providence Harbor SAM Plan Upc

DESCRIPTIONFIGURE UPDATED INFORMATION
NO.

I1-2A

Map 3 of 3

N/AII-2B

II-2C

11-3A

Map 2 of 2

II-3B

Map 1 of 2IMA

Map 2 of 2

IMB Parcel C-2 Map Capital Center Project

IMC Parcel C-9 Map Capital Center Project

11-5

111-lA

III-IB Current port terminal locations.

-

Final February 27, 1

Sam Page 4

CRMC Map of Water Use Categories. 
Providence RI Quadrangle (Proposed)

Improvements to 1-195 EIS, Hurricane Barrier
Alignment - Existing and Proposed Design 
Elements

Providence Harbor Areas of 
Concern

Possible boat launch ramp location at the 
eastern end of Oxford Street.

Current industrial and utility companies 
within the Providence Harbor Area.

Current Zoning, including the addition of 
Waterfront Districts.

RIDOT proposed highway/bridge 
relocation project and proposal for land use 
changes.

Map 1 of 2 A Compilation of Proposals and 
Plans for the Use of the 
Providence Harbor Shore

Deletion of Richmond Square area as 
vacant land, and as vacant or deteriorated 
property and structures. (Refer to Fig;ure 
11-3 A for location of proposed 
development, "Riverview Place"). Deletion 
of Fox Point area as vacant land.

Boundaries of the Port District in Providence
Harbor

Proposed Water Use Category changes for 
the Woonasquatucket and Providence
Rivers

Providence River and Harbor Area - Pon 
Facilities

Cunent proposals and plans including the 
Blackstone River Bikeway, the Blackstone 
Ferry, "Riverview Place", Capital Center 
Projects, RIDOT Memorial Boulevard 
Contract 4 (new docks and dredging), 
RIDOT High Speed Commuter Ferry, 
RIDOT 1-195 Relocation Project and Old 
Harbor Plan, RIDOT 1-195 Relocation 
Project Contract 4 (Doubloon Landing), 
South Water Street Reconstruction and 
Riverwalk, RIDOT East Bay Bike Path 
Contract 6.

CRMC Map of Water Use Categories. 
Providence RI Quadrangle (Existing)

Map 1 of 3 
Map 2 of 3

Municipal Zoning
Seekonk River Area
The Inner Harbor and the Rivers 
Area and the Outer Harbor Area 
Providence River and Harbor 
Area

Possible Locations for a First Class Boat Launch 
Ramp
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Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Program

Providence Quadrangler a The base of the falls at the city of Pawtucket.

r The base of the falls at the Pawtuxet River.

Original Edition Page 7 Quadrangle Maps

e From the southern side of the Port Edgewood 
breakwater, thence easterly to the dolphin on 
the east side of dredged access channel to Fields 
Point, then southeast to the southern boundary 
of the Mobil Oil Company property in East 
Providence.

b A straight line running generally WNW from 
the Union Oil property boundary south of Bold 
Point in East Providence to the westerly 
boundary of India Point Park in Providence.

g A straight line running northwesterly from the 
easterly side of the Pawtuxet Cove breakwater 
to the tip of Pawtuxet Neck.

j The western side of the Park Street bridge over 
the Woonasquatucket River.

h The northern side of the rubble-mound 
connector running easterly from the northeast 
tip of Salter Grove to the Pawtuxet Cove 
breakwater.

c The western edge of the former railroad 
causeway.

i Upstream side of the Fo.x Point Hurricane 
Barrier.

d The western edge of the former railroad 
causeway.

(



UPPER' HARBOR

FIGURE 11-3A

Division Sv /

pfciec:<ccur.car/
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City of Providence

f-

City of East Providence

u

MAP 1 OF 2

0
I

I Proposed Open Zone.
City of East Providence

Z-jZ-. .•;?

1983. Blackstone 
Valley District Com­
mission. Upgracing of 
Sucklin Point Plant.

Proposed Public Ac­
cess. City cl East Pro- 
vicence Watertrcr.t 
Flan.

1383. Bold Point Park. 
City ol East Providence 
Watertront Guide Plan. 
Proposed waiertront 
park, wiin boat launch 
ramp, bike path.

BlacLixorM fiiv»f
BIktwsy. Routing 
thfougn Providenos 
'■ unoetenrr.ined.

A Compilation pt Pro­
posals ano Plans lor 
Ihe Use ol l,he?Prov- 
idence Harbor Shore

Walker Point. Residen­
tial land use proposed 
by East Providence 
Planning Depar,.v.eni. 
Landscaping, bikeway.

Ci'biiioLLCiiT ■

1997 filOOT MemoraJ 5\d. 
Corlr*ct 4. New oocks al 
Walerpiacs Park. Ciiera Bank 
Ptaoi, nti Coonhous*. vno a; 
Dyer SL Creogmg cl rrven: 3C 
wide dredged channel betw. 
C-awtord Sb a-nd Sousi Sb

KIDCT High Speed 
Commuter Ferry. 
PotennaJ landing 
stee al India Pcira 
Park and Cottos 
Lancing or Point Sb

RIDOT Contract 6 
Eoxt Bay Bikepatn. 
■RoLting to be 
ccmoatible with 1-195 
Relocauon Projec.

1981. East Providence 
Industrial Highway. 
Corriccr study by C.E. 
Maguire lor R.l. Depar,- 
meni of Transoonaiicn.

1999 Koftler Croup 
•Riverview Place'. 
Assisted Svirtg. reftiblsa- 
ticn cSnic. ft-ness center, 
meclcaJ olScee. pnartr-acy, 

a,nc .-etaii snoco, 
Incauoes oooestrian walk­
way tor public use to the 
Seekorut River,

RIDOT Route 1-195 .
Relocstkao Corarect 4^ 
Ocubtoon Lancing new 
dock and boardwalk with 
devetooment ot adpcent 
parcers.

RIDOT H9S Relocation 
Protect CHurrteane Barrier 
Attematlve) and Old Harbor 
Plan propoaat for land use 
changes, (rirtal ES August 
1996: reler to Eguro II-3S1.

Capital Center Protect 
rarcetf C-c, C-o, 4c i 
4W. (Reler to riguree il- 
43 5 I1-4C.)

■ aiB .■•.:g.’'way cc.-.-ccr 
<ZyCr. z.Ksvtz'j MIO Blackstone 

Ferry. Commuter 
shunle on the 

I Seekonk and 
' Providence Rivers, 

ily of Pawtucket

1972. Riverview West. 
Purcell Asscciaies lor 
•.“e Pa-.vtuckei 
nsceveiccrr.eni Agen­
cy. Resicer.iial or in­
dustrial c.-cposec. No 
current use. Valley Gas 
Tanks, aoanconed 
power pian.i pose major 
reuse ccstacies.

1972. Riverview East, i 
Purcell Associates Ic.' i 
the Pawtucket i
r.edeveicpmeni Acer- i 
cy. Resicer.iiai umts. ; 
Presently t.he site cl j 
Parent's .Manna.
Restaura.-.i .‘iccec fcr. |
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UPPER HARBOR
City of Pawtucket

FIGURE 11-4 A

TJtVli’.or

f. Bold Pcini area

Se«konk Rtver

NORTH ^5:
miles

City of Providence

City of East Providence

MAP 1 OF 2

0 
L

Providence Harbor Areas of 
Concern

II

A

1

h. P 4 W terminal 
(uncomoieiec)

I

I
r

e. Fax “Cint area
I. Allens Avenue area 
c. GuK Oil Tank Farm

I

I

!

I

1 vacant land
a. owned Dy City of 

rawiuCKet
0. owned by Stale cl Rhode 

Island, n. and s. of Sucklm 
Point Treatment Plant

c. nor.nern conion. Riverside 
Cemetery

d. iwo-miie strip of land along 
shore between Omega Pond 
and Washington Bridge

t

* vesoe! hctic:

rr- 2 Vacant or deteriorated 
progeny and structures
a. industnal area
b. snore between Parents 

Manna anc Bucklin Point 
Treat.meni Plant

c. V/asnir.gtcn WirerCkonite 
laciiity: Bird ano Sen com­
plex: N.E. Petroleum Tank 
Farm: Getty Pier

shoreline debris

Apprcxi.mate location of party 
or wnciiy deteriorated structures 
as determined by the U.S. Army 
Coros Engineers m I57c. 
.‘.lay nc: re!leci1997 cor.citicns. 
See CR.’.tC lor upcateo informa­
tion on soecilic sites.

Refer to Figures II-3B, I1-4B, and II-4C and the repon, 'Providence River And Harbor And 
I ne Seekonk River, Rhode Island, Debris Removal Feasibility Report Including Environment 
Assessment, US Department of the Army, August 1SS4.
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Cnok'.Point >' i-
.}

■: -/

Bold
—E&st'Pi-ovideoce
^Yacht Club

■ : /

•<x.

Public- Tistuat.Pier

CRA\'STO\ '

LOUS BERGER & ASSOCIATES, NC,

‘yjrce: uo’-is Beraer 4: Aasociotes. inc. Scale: f = 1200'

' Green 
I Jacket 
I Bboaly

J^or.Pjoiat 
Bunic&ne 
Barrier
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I

Route 44 '

PROVIDENCE RIVER AND
HARBOR AREA

PORT FACILITIES
T
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Point \ 
>ark \ 
) '—Bold Point

Beat Laiinch Pier
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PIERS,WEAKVES,AND DOCKS

0137, 0137,
71-22-S4W 41-<7-40M41*47.26K 71-23.09«

UZZAXMCX Moau CM lOU 00. 4 113Dock Cod* Ho.Ill Dock Cod* Ko. 1,0

Port of PTovid*nc«. i And 5. Port of Provid*nc*. B*rtA* 4, 3. 2. *Ad I.

tocxiioM at

Municip*! wharfMunicipal wharf

UVHkD kT PTO’Port. lot,

OnJUTXO >T
PnwPort, Iflc.

poxToai rOK rnci oszo

rm or courkocricM

ossaam^
Pac* fac*

1.740.4,0OkMaaloa* 1.3,3tZ' >t)

DapcM Xloao«l4* ac KIM 35-40Do. 35-40

,r*a«clao Dlataao* 1.740*450Do. 1.303

Total >«rtKLa« rpac* 1.740*4501.3,3Do.

70 fc ,0V14tA of Aproa 15Do.

10.5 10.5talght of Dock at Do.

Unliaitad.Unliaiced.Load Capacity (Lb*. p«c Jg. rx.)

Lighted.Uoktod or 7&119kt*a Lig.hted.

Hon*.

Ho. I He. 2

300x132 L 340x100baactb aad ndtb (00x200IF’ >C)

20 and 30lolgkt Z&>Ua Do.

Moor Xroa for Carvo 50.000. n*t.(Jq. rt.l 100.000. n*t.

Load Capacity (Lb., pr >4. rt.) | VnlXBit*d. Qnlxpited.

Carvo Door*

xmxnckL xxnLJHQ rxciLX?:,,

HXILODT COWkCriOW, Hon*.

consLT csbAacTZcs,

Tlxrouch 2 l/2-xnch connections.OITTX JVrrLT {ror v*..«i.) TTxrouch 2 l/2-xncn connections.

ZLXC7X2C COJUDT (Por V«...l«| A.C.. 110/330 volts. A.C.. 110/330 volts.

Hydrants, bos*, hand extinguishers, and security patrol.

kZXXUl

on* 4-xnch pxp«lxn«s also Dexno availabl*. 
T*Tfts *»?>**■-* Cfl.i

Hydrants, bos*, hand extinguishers, and security 
patrol.

Right bank. Providence River, approxiaataly 1.500 feet 
above lowr end of Fields Point.

Approxxaately , acres of open storage area for scrap 
Botal ar* located at rear of Berth (.

Via Karborside Boulevard, asphalt. 40 feet vide, free 
Harragansett boulevard, asphalt, (0 feet wide.

Masonry bulkhead with part concrete-, and part 
asphalt-surfaced, solid fill.

Vie Hew York Avenue or Terainal Road, each asphalt. 
50-(0 feet wide.

cotJt or tsnaioj vxttrkat cooz 
LAIITTOl U>axrCDS

TVO surface tracks on apron, and one platfora-level 
track at rear of each transit shed.* joins additional 
trackage serving terainal in rear; connect with 
Providence ( Worcester Railroad.

Shipsxde: eight. 13 by 15. 
Rear: one. II by 30. 
north end: three. 12 by IS. 
South end: one. 12 by 15.

TXJLtftZT S«35S 
Vtoher aa4 Deecrlptloa

steel fr*a«. brxcfc w«lii. srpnalt floor; ar^ 
concrete walls, floor and roof.

Receipt and shxpoent of general carvo.* receipt of 
luaber. paper products, petroleun products, liquefied 
petroleuB gas. caustic soda, and liquid latex: 
shipment of scrap oetal and waste paper.

Masonry bulkhead with part concrete*, and part 
asphalt-surfaced, solid fill.

Shipment of scrap aetal; occasional receipt and shipoent 
of general cargo.

1”
I

Ho. 1: 
Ho. 2:

nu moTTcrias 
(Ocbor ybab City)

*>0 10-inch. 
LP-gas pipelines extend froa wtiarf to one 400.000- 
barrel. storage ta.-ik at rear. 
ApproxiBataly 12 acres of asp.halt«*urf*ced. open 
storage area are available on wharf a/^ in rear.

J One 45-ton. dies* 1-e lect ne. traveling, straight-lme 
crane with hinged-cant11evered booo having lOO-foot 
outboard reach: and 190-foot back reach equipped with 
-ra.nge peel bucket for handling scrap eetal. and on* 
identical crane used for perforeing a variety of heavy 
lifts.

Fatriot Metals Co.: On* 300- and one t50-ton, diesel, 
crawler crane*, each with IZO-foot boon; John J. Orr ( 
Son. Inc.: Oi* 13Q-ton. diesel, crwler crane with
lOO-foot boon. Additional equipeent is available on a 
rental basis as required.

Right bank. Providence River. apprexiBately 0.< aile 
above lowor end of Fields Feint.

John J. orr ( Son. Texas Ustem Frodiacts Ftpeline 
Co.. George Mann Co.. Inc.. Fatriot Metals Co., 
FTOvidenca Terainal Associates.

Shipside: Four, II by 20; 
Rear: 10 by 10. 
Others: 14 truck stations 
and 7 rail stations.

►ZSX3^l£DS£_XrSLL2JLL-i-llCCLAlJLj: Three 10-inch 
pipelines extend fros wharf to 13 steel storsg* tanks, 
total capacity 440.000 barrels.

( C^-- One ,-inch. caustic soda
pipeline extend* froo wharf to 3 Steel storage tanks 
at rear, total capacity 1.(00.000 gallons. One (-inch 
pipeline extends to 5 latex storage tanks, total 
capacity 1.300.000 gallons, in addition to on* (- and



PIERS,WHARVES,AND DOCKS

c:j", 01J79o:n,
';-23-2JW 41>4*r>S4N41-47-4IH 41 -C-SIK*71-33-irw

ZociL >^3. (73 :n113unuvcx ICXX1& OM XX/ VO. 4 Desli Cwi9 So. 174 114

Sun Co.. FroviOvneo TorBinal Sock.WlXX

uockTiow aw vxrzfirKowT

29 Ttriir.ol Real 25 Ttr=jn«l Ko«^33 Ttrxinal Roa^

Hudson Ttrx^nal Corp.OVWZS BT
^»»Fort.be.Int

Hudaon Tarxinal Ccr?. L«hX(h rortl«»d CrzontSun Co.. Inc. (R ( KIOFIUTID BT

rox/oBi roR mcx qssd

Kaaor.r>' S’-lV.aai v.i.'*. ael;! 1rm or carrrRO=?:ow

sxicjcmof
raca racorace

330DlMBllMt (Faai) (00

20kjeaoaida at >0 20

330Do. (00Breaatlsq Olataxc*

330314Total BarthlfiO >>*«• Do.
Cpar.. 30width o( xproa Cpan.Do.
IC.S 10.31C.5I«19ht of D«ck at KLW De.
Cr.liciiad. Unliaitod.Unlioitad.Load Ca^clty (Lha. par Bq. rt.}

•.icr.'.ad. Lightod.Llqhtad er O&llqhtad

laCZXSlCXL &XK3UVQ rxciUTixs Son«.

.^o;at Icr .'na.ndl :n; 3 hsaaa.

Hone. Sone.UULWXT Ca»OfXCT:QNX

iiorr&T co»oac7:owB

TTirougn 3 ;.'3“;ncn cc.“j“.«r:;c.“.. Tnrougn two S-ineh HrT.’troujn one 3»inch Hna.aiTxa ropr:.T (ror Vaaaala)

A.C.. 220/440 eeltt.tUCTWC CZMXWT (ret VaaaaHl llC/SiO volta. sene.A.C.,

:r. rear.

CORTS or mzyiBRj vxtxrrxt coot 
LXTXTTOX LOrtirCOl

Cne tieetrte. east-a.*u 
for ha,ndHnc heae.

vi® road. aecTvali. (3 !eet w.de. 
Iroo Terx'.nal Road, arp.'ialt. 30 leet 
Wide.

Via road, aapnalt. (3 
froo Terxinal Road. a> 
wide.

Kydrant. .noae. and .hand 
estinguiancrs.

Receipt el petroleiA product* Dy 
barge.

.'oa» ayateo at tanas. hydra.nts. 
heae. a.nd ha.nd extinguis.hers.

Lehigh Tortland Ceoen: 
Trovtdence Terzxnal v>

Hudson Terxinal Ccrp.. Trovidence 
^Tiarf.

Receipt o! arp.ialt by vessel a.nd 
barge.

Via road, ascnalt. (3 Het wide. 
;re« Terxinal Road, arpnalt. 30 feet 
vide.

Hydrant in rear. hose, 
extinguishers.

riant tracaage in rear ccnnects vit.h 
rrov*idence ( Worcester Railroad.

Right ba.nlt. Trevidene* 
apprexiaataly o.ne ctH 
end of Fields Feint.

Rig.ht bank. Frevidence Rtver. 
approzixately 0.1 xtle above lowar 
end of Field* Feint.

Kaso.nr|* bulViaad wtth 
fronted by tieber fer..

Right bant. rTO^'tdence River, 
approxixately 0.9 ctle cDo^e lever 
end ei Tteld* Foict.

One 30-ineh pipeline « 
wharf to 4 concrete, c 
silos, totel capacity 
Vessels are equipped * 
syste* for unloading r 
of wharf is eentigueu- 
334 and 13(.

Receipt of bulk ceoent 
•elf'unleading vessel.

*;R1 PROTXCTIOS 
(Other Thaa CItyl

TV© l-inc.h pipeline* extend free 
».-har( to 3 steel, avpnalt stcrage 
tank* at rear, total capanty 
243.300 barrels. C:l>rp*.ll 
aoeorptzen material, tr.-ck 
scale, and office are located in 
rear of wharf. Face of ^harf is 
eentigueus with Ref Ho*. 1:3 and 
313.

I tJO

Three («. two (., a.nd two 4«inch 
pipeline* extend free wnarf to ( 
*teel sterane tanks in rear, total 
capacity UI.OOC barrel*. Rail car 
and truce*loading racks are located 

Face of vharf 1* centigu- 
OU* with Ref. Ho*. i:3 a.nd 3 3 4 .

Kasonry bulkhead with asphalt- 
•crfaced. solid fill.

Che steel. .hc*eh*r.d 1 ;r.; tewer wit.h 
electricallyeperaiei. t.'aveling

1“^
I ” 
I 314



?IE?<S,XHAKVES, AND DOCKS

3137? •«b
7:-2j.jiw41-47-$?H <l-4l*C7j44I-47-54.M 7:.23-2tW 71-3J-43-

>5Ck Cod* Ho. 14?Nd. I7O 1J7U7SUMC1 ICXBIA IGUT 4 U4 Ooct Cod* Ho. 70

AlvoA^xn LHC Wharf.vxxz

LOC17ZOM OM VXTSATMUT

121 Terstn*! Xo4d S20 Allan* Av*nu*13? 7«rzin*l Hztd

^r^^td^ne• C*s Co. S&ar Lntarpri**.fnd«p«nd*nc C«s«r.c. Corp.owxo ar

star Lntarpria*.AlgonCMin LHC. :nc.3viiuk?x9 ar :.hd«9«r.d*r.t Ctornt Car?.

rvnwai roM vxicz oaas

rrri or cairraocTiojf

azacJumcM
rac* rae* Lower Old*rae* L>p*r •!£

450 10 000 720:loOl»«i

25 2130 2S9*pCh XI KLV Do.

450 <00 720:ioar«**ClftO Dlatajice Do.

450 <00 720?OC*1 a*rthl6* rpaca ; uDo.

Cp«n.Vldeh Aproa Do. Z7«n.

12 ?lalabc o< D«:X ac KL« 12Do.

Load Capacltr (Lha. p«r 1*. rx.} UnliBX t»d.

Lx;ht*d.L-.;ht*d. L*.cMz*d.Ltobcod or C£llgbt»d

Son*.xacxAMZcxL lAMDLixra rxczLxrzza

Hen*. .Son*.XXILVXT ODMCTiai Son*.

KXasvxT coaraCTZOWi

TTirouc-*' 2 1/2-inch Ixn*. TTirowcfx <’inch Ixn*.Throufln 3/4-inc.’i lxr.«VXTZX aOTTLT ()*or v*«««la)

dt.C. Sent.ZLXCTKZC CCXUVT (For V*a««l*i

Hand *xtxnc*.:xo^>ori-

xzxxxxa

On* 12-xnch. wac«r Ixn* and hyd7a.nc». Hydrant!, he**, foaa connection* t 
water Ixn*. and hand *stincMi*h*ri

*>*o !<•«' two 12*. on* 10*. thr** i and two l-xptch pip*lxn** «xt*nd £i 
low«r sxd* o( px«r to 21 at**l •tora?* tank* at tareinal in r«*r. 
total capacity l.iQQ.OOO barr*!*.

yiu raoTiCTZOf 
(Otb*r Tbaa City)

TiKDar pil*. *t**l-d*ck*d. eCtahor* 
px*r having und*€k«d center pertxor 
with 440- by IS-feet. txaber pile. 
concr*t*-d*eked approa&h: lower etc 
fronted by 3 txaber pxl*. ceneret*- 
d*ck*d. br«a*txng platfor**.

St««l !n««t pxl* bulKhaad with part 
eoncret«-*xir£ac*d. tolxd till.

Independent Ceaent Cirp.. ?rov*.denc* 
Terainal Wharf.

Cn* •l*ctr*.? winch on al^vated 
placfora fcr handlxn; .hate.

vi« driveway, concrete. 15 feet 
Wide, frea Teraxnal Aoad. *rp.nalt. 
50 feet wid*.

Rec«xpt and shtpoent of petroleua product*; fueling v****l*.
Receipt of liquefied natural ges. 
($«« Aesarlt*.)

Via drxvewry. asphalt. 20 feet wxc 
fre« Allen* Avenue, aephalt. it 
wxd*.

.Maaonry stene dulithead with solid 
fill; fronted by txaber fender 
ryste* and floating, coopoaite 
ruODer buatpers.

On* ateel. hoee-handling tower on 
lower axd* wxth I elactrxe. 
trawling hox*t* on four iS-foot 
bocaa.

Might banc. Providence Riv«r. 
approxxaat*ly i.l ail* aoov* lower 
end of .*x«lda Point.

Via driveway, ccncret*. 30 feet 
wide, fro* Twrainal Road, arphalt. 
10 f**t wide. a.*id Allen* Avenue.

Receipt of bulk ceaent by lelf- 
unloadxng veaael.

Might banc. Providence Mxver. 
approxxaately 1.2 aile above lower 
end of field* Point.

7*0 12-xnc.h pip-*ixn*a extend from 
wn«rf to one *te«i storage cose and 
< concrete *ile« at r*ar. total 
capacity 23.555 ten*. Ve***l* are 
equipped w^t.h p.i«u3atxc vystes {sr 
u.hloading ceD«nt. face of wharf is 
contiguous witn Ref. Sos. 115 a.nd 
117.

At ti>« of survey (19921. wharf had 
not been used for receiving product 
for 15 years. how«v«r w** being 
aaintair.*d in operational statu*. 
Cne 12-inc.h pipeline extend* fro* 
wharf to on* <00.00Q-barr«l 
capacity. *te*l storag* tank in 
r*ar. face of wtvarf is contiguous 
with Ref. Ho. IK.

coitp* or Dsounnj rxTiRwxT cooi 
txrxTOi uawxTqpx

star t-nterpris*. Harbor w’unctxon 
Pier.

A.c., 11® volcs.

Right bank. Provxdenc* River, approximately 0.? 3il« below fox Point.



PISRS/nEARVZS.AOT I?OCKS

o:j7jo:j7> o:3?>71-34-OXW <1.4|.)7N71-n-Srw<1-O-34K <1-4I>JSK
umuorcx V7)ai& cm xxf vo. < >3ck Cod* so. (10Cod* So. (30 UO *.:i Dock Codo Ho. (00

KXXl PT3n*t Harm* S*r**.c** Fx«r.

LOCATXCV CM VXrtKTXCWT

243 A’.: 170 All*n« Av*nu* 144 Allan* A**mj«>n«

OWIO IT ?roz*t Kari.i* S«rvxc** Cor?. S?r*c^i« L'.ervy Carp.

OFCIUATXO »T ?roK«; H«rin* S*rvic«* Cc.-p. Jpr«ru« L-.erpy Carp.

rcKFcsi roA wiici cji?

?TT« or corrrAPcriCM

□ijcjcrrxcw
Uppar (id* S:d«<l.cw«r aid* r*c*r«c« T^C^ Ld**«r tido tppor Old*

Sl»*A.»ioAa 130 :o n(r**tI 4C. *«C.**.. ioo SOO
bapch Alo«p*;d* <c IC.V 3:-n 11?o. 40 37 I

(00 W,d;IrwfCloQ SlatKAC* >». 130 S>4 5)(

TocaI MriiJao rp*c* 133 (00Pe. S,( S30

vidth e* Aprott I Open. S end 10 ^0 40Po. epen.

lalObC k at lev 12 11Po.

Lo*4 C«p«clc.r (Lb*, par S^. rz . } iOO 200 400

Liobcad or Oall0tt*4 L:ch-.*d.Uichted. Lxe-^ted.

XtCLAJCCXL LAXDL2MC rKCXLZTlll Sen*.

10 0•r oo: Oocaj .

uauniT ccaoac7:ovj Son*. .So.n*. .Son*.

iiarvxT cswncTicws

TTiroug.*. 2 ^'Z • i nc:'. ii.n* c.i anor*.VPTSX JPTTLT (For v***«ls) Through l-ip.c.h Ixn*. TTxrou^h 2 1/2-inch l:n*.

XLICTUC CPXXXMT (ror V«a*«la) Son*. Son*.

AXXAAU

S20 
w/plaifor*.

Foe* *y*c*« ac tank* and hand 
«m nQ\j X *A«r*.

a*c*x?t o( p*proi«us producia by 
v«*a*l end barp*.

T;tb*r pil*. co:xcr*t*-d*ck*d pi«r. 
wxt.h a 2(- by 32>!oot. ciab^r pil*. 
conc.’*t«-d*ci*d plaifcra located 70 
f««c *ro* outer end eanzMCted by 
catwalk.

Txr.b«r pxl«, arpnalt«aurlac*d. 
concr*t*-d«ck*<l pi*r; fronted by 
•.iftb*r pii* .'•ndara.

2\*o portepl* rceoxvxnp heppers on 
px*r ar* •*rv*d by a S4-xne.h. 
♦Itctrxr. b«lt conveyor aztandxnp to 
porxabl* atacxtr at cp«n atoraq* 
ar«a or. a.nor* in r*ar; rat* 1.000 
lone p*r ho\xr.

r

Sorthaaat Pwtrolaua Cerp.. 
F-ovid*nc* T«r=;nal ?xar.

Via driveway, azpr.a’t. 11 f**t wxd*. 
!roa Allan* Avenue, aap.nalt. (0 (**t 
wxd*.

n« FWFTlCblCM 
(Oeber TXea City)

R*c«xpt end aAipa«nt of siecvlla* 
n*ou* dry bulk coasodxix**. 
xncludinq acrap xial end aalt; 
eoonne v*a*«la (or r«?4xr. 
outfitting, end conv*faicn.

war*r Ixna. hydrant*, hoa*. e.nd hand 
*ztxncux*h<r*.

A.C.. 110/220/410 volt! at SOO 
a»p«r«*.

Cp«n atorac* ar*a xo rear has 
BazxBua capacity (or 200.000 ton* of 
■atarxal or a normal working 
capacity of 10.000 tons. Ono ll«. 
and on* 12-incA pxp«lin«* «zt«nd 
froa px*r to 4 at««l storag* tanks 
at r*ar. total capacity aOO.OOO 
barrel*: laa* pxp«lin** ar* u**d for 
bunk«rxng v«**als. In addition, on* 
12*xnch pipelxn* extends froa the 
for»«r Sarrapansett llectrie Co. 
■-■harf on adjacent preperty to ( 
•t**l storage tank* at terminal, 
total capacity 321.000 barrels. 
Tankaq* x* wrved prisartly by 
?ip«lin*.

Via driveway, arpnalt. 15 feet wxd*. 
fr:s All«n* Avenue, arprult. (0 feet 
wide.

:t**l-fra»* building o.n pier x* used 
for repair s.nop*. storac*. end 
office. Cp*n storage arsa in rear 
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DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
“Building Pride in Providence ”

February 26, 1999

Re: Harbor Management Plan

Dear Mr. Council President Lombardi:

cc: John F. Palmieri, Director

z

Pursuant to your expression of concern that the proposed Harbors and Rivers Commission 
may not have councilmanic representation, this Department is submitting an amended plan 
that would indeed require that the Commission include two members of the City Council. 
The attached "Amendments and Errata" document will accomplish that goal.

It was not this Department's intention to exclude the City Council; it was an oversight. The 
model was suggested by our consultants who based it on other communities that do not 
normally include legislative membership on such commissions, whose work tends to be 
largely technical in nature. However, we agree with you that it is entirely appropriate to 
include legislative representation in Providence.

1 Homas E. Deller 
Deputy Director

400 WESTMINSTER STREET - PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02903-3215 - (401)351-4300 - FAX (401)351-9533 - TDD (401)751-0203 
e-mail: planning@ids.net or visit us on the web at: http://www.providenceri.com/planning

Honorable John J. Lombardi, President
Providence City Council
City Hall
Providence RI 02903

JOHN F. PALMIERI 
Director

VINCENT A. CIANCI. JR. 
Mayor

Tircerely
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Section 4 - Issues, Findings, Policies Objectives and Implementation Strategy

Appendix 1 - Regulations and Jurisdictions
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CITY OF PROVIDENCE
HARBOR MANAGEMENT PLAN, 1998-2002 

AMENDMENTS AND ERRATA

TITLE 46 
WATERS AND NAVIGATION 

CHAPTER 46-4
HARBORS AND HARBOR LINES

A. Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission, Page 13, third paragraph, 5“* line - Strike out
. .and three citizens at large who are not affiliated with any of these groups." and replace with 

"... one citizen at large who is not affiliated with any of these groups and two members of 
the Providence City Council who shall be appointed by the City Council President."

A. Page 1-1, TITLE 46, Paragraph amending RIGL Sec. 46-4-2 - Strike out the entire paragraph 
and replace with the following. Note that existing language in the section that is to be elimi­
nated is indicated with strikeouts (strikeouts) and proposed new language in bold (bold).

§ 46-4-2 City and town control of harbors -Harbor masters -Extension of 
Providence jurisdiction. - The council of any city or town is hereby authorized 
and empowered to appoint a harbor master for the harbors within the confines of 
the city or town, and to ordain and establish such bylaws and ordinances and es­
tablish such fees and compensation as the city council or town council may deem 
necessary and expedient for carrying out the provisions of this section; provided, 
that the jurisdiction, powers, and duties of the harbor master of the city of Provi­
dence shall include all the public waters westerly of the easterly sides of the ship 
channels in Seekonk River, Providence River and Harbor and Narragansett Bay 
from the Pawtucket-Providence city line southerly to the point of intersection of 
the ship-channel side with a straight line drawn from Rumstiok Point on the east 
shore to Rocky Point on the west- shore, excluding that area subject to jurisdiction 
of the city of Cranston, pursuant to the provisions of § 46 4 5.1 the municipal 
boundary of the cities of Providence and Cranston, and all acts of the general 
assembly and ordinances of the city of Providence, now or hereafter passed, rela­
tive to the harbor of the city of Providence, shall apply to and be in force relative 
to the public waters. In addition to any authority and powers conferred upon 
any city or town council under this title, the city council of Providence is 
hereby authorized to establish, by ordinance, a rivers and harbor commis­
sion and may grant such authority as the city council may deem necessary to 
such commission for the enforcement and supervision of any rules and regu­
lations governing the public waters established herein, including the ap-
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‘Charter laws reference - Powers of city, sec. 2.1 et seq.
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State law references-Authority of council to appoint harbor master and prescribing territorial extent of his powers and duties. Section 46-4-2, 
Gen. Laws 1956; duty of harbor master to give notice of wrecks, Section 46-6-15, Gen. Laws 1956; special act authorizing council to pass ordi­
nances relative to harbor master, ActofMarch 11, 1859; special act relative to jurisdiction of harbor master, P.L. 1923,c. 1121.

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 11 OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF PROVI­
DENCE, RHODE ISLAND, 1995, ENTITLED "HARBOR AND PORT"

Cross references - Obstructing streets leading to, adjoining harbor or river, sec. 23-3; bridges, sec. 23-154 et seq.; operation of vessels under, 
through bridges, sec. 23-160 et seq.

Editor's note - Section 1 of ch. 93-30, adopted Sept. 24, 1993, repealed sec. 11-20, which pertained to violations and penalties and derived from 
Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 11 and Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 11. Section 2 of ch. 93-30 renumbered sec. 11-21 as sec. 11-20 and Section 3 of ch. 
93-30 added a new sec. 11-21.

State law references - Treatment of shipping and navigation under state law, chapters 46-1 - 46-11, Gen. Laws 1956; according to sec. 46-10-1, 
commissioner of wrecks and shipwrecked goods shall be appointed annually by council, but no such ordinance has been enacted; shore develop­
ment, ch. 46-3, Gen. Laws 1956; harbor, harbor lines, ch. 46-4, Gen. Laws 1956; construction of port facilities, ch. 46-5, Gen. Laws 1956; ob­
structions to navigation, ch. 46-6, Gen. Laws 1956.

Special act relative to harbor and public waters of Town of Providence, see digest of 1822, as amended by Act of Jan. 21, 1837, Act of Oct. 27, 
1841, Act of May 9, 1845, and Act of May 4, 1888; special act establishing harbor line on westerly side of Providence River south of Fields point 
and authorizing city to take riparian rights, P.L. 1940, c. 839; special act establishing harbor line between Fox Point and railroad bridge at India 
Point, P.L. 1865, c. 557 , as amended by P.L. 1928, c. 1241; special act establish harbor lines on easterly side of river from Crawford Street 
Bridge to Fox Point, P.L. 1879, c. 758, as amended by P.L. 1928, c. 1241; other special acts authorizing establishment of harbor lines. Acts of 
March 3, 1855; P.L. 1885, c. 476; P.L. 1890, c. 914; P.L. 1892, c. 1096; P.L. 1896, c. 424.

Chapter 11
HARBOR AND PORT*

B. Subsection 1.2.2 Proposed Providence Municipal Ordinance Revision - pages 1-14 to 1-24, 
starting with "AN ORDINANCE... " to be deleted and replaced with the following. Note that 
this is an entirely new Chapter 11 of the City's Code of Ordinances. All language is new.

pointment of the harbor master. The council of the town of Little Compton is 
hereby authorized and empowered to enact ordinances to regulate or ban the set­
ting of lobster pots, fish nets, or cribs, within the harbor at Little Compton to pre­
vent interference with the use of moorings or navigation therein.

Chapter 11 of the Code of the City df Providence, Rhode Island, 1995, as amended, is 
hereby amended by deleting therefrom the full text of the chapter in its entirety and by 
substituting therefore, the following:

City Ordinances - Ord. 1993, ch. 93-30, sec. 3, 9-24-93; Ord. 1914, ch. 26, sec. 1; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 18; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 1; 
Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 1; Ord. No. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 13; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 15; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 2; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 
16, sec. 2; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 2; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 2; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 3; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 3; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, 
sec. Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 7; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 13; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 13; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 9; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 
16, sec. 9; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 5; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch.. 16, sec. 5; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 6; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 6; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, 
sec. 8; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 8; Ord. 1914, ch. 27*sec. 14; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch., 16, sec. 17; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 19; Rev. Ords. 1946, 
ch. 16, sec. 10; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 4; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 4; Ord. 1914, ch. 27, sec. 13; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 14; Ord. 1914, 
ch. 27, sec. 13; Rev. Ords. 1946, ch. 16, sec. 16; Ord. 1984, ch. 84-66, sec. 1,9-27-84; Ord. 1993, ch. 93-30, sec. 2,9-24-93.
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Sec. 11-1 Purpose and Applicability
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5. To remain consistent with the goals, policies and regulations of the Coastal Resources Man­
agement Council (CRMC), the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management 
(RIDEM), the State Guide Plan, and the United States Army Corps of Engineers; and

1. To manage the coastal waters and harbor areas of the City of Providence, as described herein, 
by establishing regulations that balance and manage the diverse uses of the waters, harbor ar­
eas, and waterfront and to minimize user conflicts;

3. To ensure that the administration and operational costs of this ordinance and the Harbor 
Management Plan are shared by the City, commercial port owners, and other groups or indi­
viduals;

4. To maintain, improve, and develop public access opportunities to the coastal waters of the 
City of Providence for the benefit of all user groups;

2. To create a "Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission" (hereinafter referred to as PRHC) 
pursuant to RIGL 46-4-2;

(b) Applicability.
The provisions of this chapter, and any rules and regulations adopted pursuant thereto, shall be 
applicable to and shall govern the use of harbor lands, waters, facilities and activities under the 
jurisdiction of the City of Providence. This chapter shall be subordinate to all existing federal 
and state statutes and regulations and is not intended to preempt or conflict with any other valid 
laws. Specific objectives of the City of Providence are:

Sec. 11-1 Purpose and Applicability
Sec. 11-2 Policy
Sec. 11-3 Rivers and Harbor Commission 
Sec. 11-4 Area of Jurisdiction
Sec. 11-5 Regulated Activities
Sec. 11-6 Fees; Harbor Management Fund 
Sec. 11-7 Penalty
Sec. 11-8 Disclaimer of Liability 
Sec. 11-9 Definitions

(a) Purpose.

This chapter is in conformance with the City's Harbor Management Plan, an element of Provi­
dence 2000 - The Comprehensive Plan, as amended, for the purpose of promoting the public 
health, safety and general welfare of the citizens of the City and the general public at large that 
uses the City's waterfront. This chapter is designed to implement the Harbor Management Plan, 
to provide for the safe harbor and use of boats, and to provide for the proper disposal of waste. 
This chapter provides specific consideration to the fragile resources existing in and along the 
City's waterfront while permitting its safe and reasonable use by people.
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6. To maintain compliance with Providence 2000 - The Comprehensive Plan.

Sec. 11-2 Policy

1.

2. All the citizens of the City have the right of access to the shoreline;

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8. No discharge of untreated sanitary waste into the waters of the City shall be permitted;

The use of the water shall be balanced so that its environmental quality is protected;9.
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11. The various recreational activities shall be managed by the City of Providence PRHC so as to 
minimize their impact on each other;

Every effort will be made to maintain or upgrade the present water quality designations as­
signed by the state;

12. A balance between the demands of the port industry, water transportation, and the recrea­
tional boating industry must be developed;

Riparian landowners shall be given due consideration in the establishment of new moorings, 
docks or slip placements;

13. The port industry, water transportation, and recreational boating are valuable components of 
the City economy and must be protected and encouraged to grow;

Recreational boating, water transportation, and port related industry are valuable resources 
for the City;

The maintenance or upgrading of present water quality designations is essential for the con­
tinuation of the recreational boating, water transportation, and port industries;

It is not the intent of this chapter to have the City supersede the powers and duties of the Coastal 
Resources Management Council or the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Manage­
ment. This chapter only sets forth rules and regulations for the use of the waters of the City, as 
defined herein.

In order to a achieve an equitable balance between private and public use of the water re­
source within the type 4 and type 6 waters, the City promotes a balance of private and public 
access. The City recognizes the role of marinas as providing public access through private 
enterprise while reserving for public use federally maintained anchorages;

It shall be the policy of the City of Providence that:

The public has the right to use the City's waters and that the City has the right to regulate the 
waters' use;

10. The enjoyment of the waters of the City through all types of recreational activity is encour­
aged;
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(b) Officers.

(c) Powers and Duties.

2.

3.

4.
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Sit as a board of appeals to hear any person aggrieved by any decision, act or failure to act in 
the enforcement of this chapter and any rules and regulations adopted by the City pursuant to 
this chapter; and

Pursuant to RIGL Sec. 46-4-2, the PRHC shall be the local regulatory body for the waters of the 
City of Providence. The PRHC shall enforce the provisions of the Harbor Management Plan 
and this chapter, and may adopt any rules and regulations to carry out the goals of the plan and 
this chapter and perform all acts necessary and consistent with the purposes of this chapter.

Prepare rules for the operation of vessels in the rivers and harbor under its jurisdiction, in­
cluding the number of vessels at any one time that may be present in the waters, the vessel 
type, vessel speed and any other special requirements for the safe operation within the rivers 
and harbor at all times.

The chairperson, vice chairperson and secretary shall be elected by the members of the PRHC. 
Meetings shall be called by the Harbor master or at the request of three (3) members of the 
PRHC. The chairperson shall conduct the meetings of the PRHC. In the absence of the chair­
person, the vice chairperson shall assume those responsibilities. The secretary shall keep the 
minutes of all meetings.

There shall be a Providence Rivers and Harbor Commission (PRHC) consisting of seven (7) 
members. Five (5) of said members shall be appointed by the Mayor from among persons who 
are residents and domiciliaries of the City, to serve for three (3) year staggered terms so arranged 
that the term of one member shall expire each year, with any vacancy to be filled for the unex­
pired term. The mayoral appointments shall include one (1) representative from each of the fol­
lowing groups: the recreational boating community, the port industry, the water transportation 
industry, the environmental community, and one (1) citizen-at-Iarge who is not affiliated with 
any of the above groups. Two (2) members shall be appointed by the Providence City Council 
President from among current City Council members, who shall serve four (4) year terms that are 
coterminous with their Council seats.

14. Activities of mutual concern will be coordinated with the cities of Pawtucket, East Provi­
dence, and Cranston.

1. Prepare an annual budget and capital improvement program accordance with the provisions 
of the City to direct implementation of the Harbor Management Plan,

Sec. 11-3 - Rivers and Harbor Commission
(a) Appointment.

Review and revise, as necessary, the Harbor Management Plan for City Council and CRMC 
approval. The plan shall be reviewed and, if warranted, be revised at least once every five 
years.
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(d) Compensation of Members.

(e) Harbor master - Duties

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.
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I

Carry out all other powers and duties authorized to the Harbor master under various state and 
federal marine laws, including but not limited to Marine Sanitation Device (MSD) inspection

PRHC members may be compensated for their time and for expenses incurred in the perform­
ance of their duties.

Authority to recommend regulations, subject to approval by the PRHC, and give directions 
regarding the anchorage station, management and control of all vessels within the harbor of 
Providence.

5. The PRHC shall submit a copy of its rules and regulations to the CRMC to determine com­
pliance with state and federal statutes.

Every vessel entering the City harbor shall be anchored by the person-in-command thereof, 
according to the directions of the Harbor master.

Remove, from time to time, any vessel not employed in receiving or discharging cargo, to 
make room for others requiring to be accommodated, and shall by the sole judge of the fact 
of any vessel's being fairly and legitimately engaged in receiving or discharging the cargo. 
He / she may also determine the extent, time and manner of accommodation respecting the 
stations of vessels, which should be extended by the owners or masters thereof to each other, 
and to required such accommodation to be extended.

Keep a record of the arrival and departure of vessels at the port of Providence, specifying the 
ports from which vessels arrive as well as the ports for which vessels sailing from this port 
are bound, and, so far as possible, a record of the principal items of merchandise comprising 
the cargoes of such vessels. This record of the arrival and departure of vessels shall be open 
to public inspection.

There shall be a Harbor master for the City of Providence, who shall be appointed by the Mayor 
and serve at the pleasure of the Mayor. The Harbor master shall report to the PRHC and shall 
have the power and duties described herein. If this position is not filled, the duties of Harbor 
master shall become the responsibility of the PRHC, which may delegate its duties to other staff 
members in the Office of the Harbor master. The Harbor master's duties shall include:

All vessels not anchored according to the directions of the Harbor master shall be forthwith 
moved by their crews under his/her direction. Any such vessel not having sufficient crew to 
move the same, shall be moved by the Harbor master, and the expense thereof shall be paid 
by the owner or master of said vessel, and may be recovered by the Harbor master of such 
owner or master by an action, in the name of the city, before any court of competent jurisdic­
tion.

Have the care, control and management of any public landings or floats maintained by the 
City.
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•.

(f) Harbor master - Qualifications and Staffing

Sec, 11-4 Area of Jurisdiction
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10. Any law enforcement duties of the Harbor master shall be performed by the Providence Po­
lice Department.

and discharge responsibilities afforded through the U.S. Coast Guard, MARPOL ANNEX V, 
Section 312 of the Clean Water Act, Title 46-22 of the General Laws of Rhode Island, and 
future laws to be enacted.

All waterfront areas, as detailed in the Harbor Management Plan and described as "waters of the 
City," shall fall under the jurisdiction of the City and shall be governed by this chapter and any 
rules and regulations adopted by the PRHC. More specifically, it is that area of the waters of the 
city encompassed by the following description:

9. The Harbor master shall attend daily at an office to be provided by the City and shall have 
regular office hours.

8. The Harbor master shall make a quarterly report to the PRHC including information on the 
commerce of the port of Providence shown by his/her daily record book and such other in­
formation as he/she shall deem advisable.

All the public waters westerly of the easterly sides of the ship channels in Seekonk River, 
Providence River and Harbor and Narragansett Bay from the Pawtucket - Providence city 
line southerly to the point of intersection of the ship-channel side with a straight line 
drawn from Rumstick Point on the east shore to Rocky Point on the west shore, excluding 
that area subject to jurisdiction of the city of Cranston. The Providence River includes 
the confluence of the Woonasquatucket and Moshasuck Rivers and Waterplace Park.

1. Qualifications. The Harbor master shall be required to possess knowledge of harbor master 
management techniques such as those offered through the Rhode Island Harbor Master Asso­
ciation training program. The Harbor master shall, at minimum, show and maintain profi­
ciency in: basic First Aid and CPR; seamanship ! towing; boating safety enforcement; law 
enforcement! probable cause; liability; harbor management; pollution control ! fisheries; oil 
spill response; and water quality. Other qualifications include small boat handling, naviga­
tion, oral and written communication, budgeting, and administrative procedures.

2. Harbor masters staff assistants. The Harbor master may establish staff assistants, subject to 
approval by the PRHC, including clerical staff and technical assistants. Any such positions 
shall be subject to the City's personnel code and applicable union contracts.

3. Compensation. The Harbor master and staff shall receive annual salaries in accordance with 
policies of the Department of Personnel All compensation shall be included in the PRHC's 
budget, and acted upon by the City Council.
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(b) Vessel Speed.
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2. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel at a speed of greater than five (5) miles per 
hour no wake within the areas designated by the PRHC;

1. The operation of any vessel within the coastal water and harbor areas of the City shall pro­
ceed in a manner which protects all persons and property from damage from waves, wake, 
and operation. Operators of vessels within the coastal waters and harbor areas of the City 
shall comply with state regulations on vessel speeds and wake which establishes a maximum 
speed for vessels at five (5) miles per hour, no wake (RIGL Sec. 46-22-9).

The boundaries of the port district of the port of Providence are as follows; Beginning at 
the division line of Plat 101 and Plat 56, said point being a point on Terminal Road and 
the range of the westerly property line of lot 5 on City of Providence Assessor's Plat 56; 
thence in generally northerly direction, along the division line of Plat 101 and Plat 56, to 
an angle in the plat division line; thence turning an interior angle of 142 degrees, 10 min­
utes, 35 seconds and running northerly along the plat division line to the center of the 
Providence River channel; thence following the centerline of the channel in a generally 
southeasterly direction and parallel with the harbor line to the division line between the 
City of Providence and the City of Cranston; thence generally westerly along the city di­
vision line of Providence and Cranston line to the southwesterly comer of Lot 300 on 
City of Providence Assessor's Plat 56; thence generally northerly along the westerly line 
of lot 300 to the northwesterly comer of lot 300 on City of Providence Assessor's Plat 56; 
thence easterly along the northerly line of lot 300 to an angle; thence southerly twenty 
(20) feet to a comer; thence easterly along the northerly line of Lot 300 to the easterly 
street line of Michigan Avenue; thence northerly along the easterly street line of Michi­
gan Avenue to the southeasterly intersection of California Avenue and Michigan Avenue; 
thence easterly along the southerly street line of California Avenue to the plat division 
line of Plat 56 and Plat 87; thence northwesterly along the plat division line of Plat 56 to 
the northerly street line of Ernest Street; thence westerly along the northerly street line of 
Ernest Street to the southeasterly intersection of Ellis and Ernest Streets; thence north­
easterly along the easterly street line of Ellis Street to the southeasterly intersection of 
Ellis Street and Terminal Road; thence running in a generally northwesterly direction 
across Terminal Road to the northwesterly intersection of Ellis Street and Terminal Road; 
thence westerly along the northerly line of Terminal Road to the intersection with the 
range of the westerly property line of Lot 5 on City of Providence Assessor's Plat 56, said 
line also being the plat division line of Plat 101 and Plat 56, said point being the point 
and place of beginning.

A boat may anchor on its own anchor up to 48 hours in the public waters of the City. Written 
consent of the Harbor master is necessary for extended visits of more than 48 hours. No vessel 
will be allowed to anchor in the city waters utilizing his ! her own ground tackle and be left un­
attended. The owner or operator and party may go ashore, but shall not leave the area. They 
shall be available to tend to the vessel in the event of heavy weather.

Sec. 11-5 Regulated activities
(a) Guest Anchorage.
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a) Federal Navigation Channels;

(b) River Channels:
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4. The City hereby establishes the following vessel speed zones, to be transmitted to the Rhode 
Island Department of Environmental Management Division of Boating Safety, upon passage 
of this Ordinance:

(2) Providence River Channel: a channel varying in width from 100 feet between India 
and Bold Points to 700 feet at Fox Point, beginning at the south end of the Seekonk 
River Channel extending 0.47 nautical miles west to the northeast end of the Fox 
Point Reach of the Providence River Federal Navigation Channel with a southern 
boundary at RN "6", RN "4", RN "2" and the Getty Pier, and a northern boundary 200

3. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel within non-designated areas at a speed greater 
than forty-five (45) miles per hour during the hours from sunrise to sunset and twenty-five 
(25) miles per hour during periods of darkness or other periods of restricted visibility;

(1) Seekonk River Channel: 150 foot wide channel beginning at the south end of the See­
konk River Federal Navigation Channel in the vicinity of where Waterman Street 
meets the Seekonk River (Cold Spring Point, the buoy markers, see NOAA Nautical 
Chart 13224, 34**’ Edition, February 12, 1998, Providence River and the Head ofNar- 
ragansett Bay') and extending 0.50 nautical miles southwest, past the bascule bridge at 
Crook Point with an east chaimel edge at RN (Red Nun Buoy) "2" west of Twin Is­
land and GC (Green Can Buoy) "1", thence extending 0.27 nautical miles south to the 
India Point Swing Bridge, and thence 0.09 nautical miles southwest to the overhead 
power cables, and thence 0.10 nautical miles west to a line extending from Bold Point 
northeast to the electrical tower at India Point.

2) Providence River north of the Fox Point Hurricane Barrier: Vessel speed shall not 
exceed five (5) miles per hour nor create wake.

3) Seekonk River Channel, as described herein; Vessel speed shall not exceed five (5) 
miles per hour nor create wake.

4) Providence River Chaimel, as described herein: Within 200 feet of shore vessel speed 
shall not exceed five (5) miles per hour nor create wake; 200 feet or greater from 
shore, vessel speed shall not exceed ten (10) miles per hour.

1) Vessel speed in the Federal Navigation Channel south of Fox Point in the Providence 
River shall not exceed 45 miles per hour during the hours from sunrise to sunset and 
25 miles per hour during periods of darkness or other periods of restricted visibility. 
Vessel speed in the Federal Navigation Channel north of where Waterman Street 
meets the Seekonk River (Cold Spring Point, the buoy markers, see NOAA Nautical 
Chart 13224, 34‘^ Edition, February 12, 1998, Providence River and the Head ofNar- 
ragansett Bay) shall not exceed 20 miles per hour assuming one way vessel traffic; 10 
miles per hour for passing oncoming traffic.
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(c) Operation on the Waters

6.

7.

8.
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1. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel, or manipulate water skis, surfboards or similar 
devices in a reckless manner so as to endanger the life, limb or property of another;

feet south of the shore from India Point to Fox Point (exclusive of the grounded barge 
west of Bold Point).

No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel on and within the waters of the city for towing 
a person or persons on water skis, or a surfboard or similar device unless there is in the mo­
torboat or vessel a person at least twelve (12) years of age, in addition to the operator, in a 
position to observe the progress of the person or persons being towed; and at least one (1) 
personal flotation device (PFD) for each person being towed;

No person shall dock or otherwise make fast any motorboat or vessel to any pier, channel 
marker, buoy, wharf or other shore structure without the consent of the owner, except in the 
case of an emergency;

5. No person shall fail to report any accident, casualty, vandalism or theft to the Department of 
Environmental Management or the Harbor master where such accident, casualty, vandalism 
or theft involving a motorboat or vessel is in excess of five hundred dollars ($500.00);

3. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel in a manner which shall unreasonably or un­
necessarily interfere with any other motorboat or vessel, or with the free and proper naviga­
tion of the waters of the city;

2. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel within a water area which has been clearly 
marked by buoys or some other distinguishing device, as a bathing, swimming or otherwise 
restricted area; provided, however, that this section shall not apply in the case of an emer­
gency, or to patrol or rescue craft;

4. No person shall fail to stop and render assistance in the event of a collision, accident or other 
casualty, and/or fail to provide identification, in writing, to any person injured and to the 
owner of any property damaged in the collision, accident or other casualty, so far as the op­
erator of any motorboat or vessel involved in a collision, accident or other casualty can do so 
without serious damage to his ! her own vessel, crew and passengers;

No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel, or manipulate water skis, surfboards or similar 
devices while intoxicated or under the influence of any narcotic drug, barbiturate or mari­
juana. A person arrested and charge with operating any motorboat or vessel, or manipulating 
any water skis, surfboard or similar device while under the influence of intoxicating liquor or 
narcotic or habit-forming drugs shall have the right to be examined at his or her own expense 
immediately after his or her anest, by a physician selected by him or her, and the officer so 
arresting or so charging that person shall immediately inform that person of this right and af­
ford him or her a reasonable opportunity to exercise the same, and at the trial of that person, 
the prosecution must prove that he or she was so informed and was afforded such opportu­
nity;
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14. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel within fifty (50) feet of any warning flag as set 
forth in state law, or posted by the PRHC;

9. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel on and within any waters of the city towing a 
person or persons on water skis, a surfboard or similar device beginning at one (1) hour after 
sunset and ending at one (1) hour before sunrise;

17. Swimming is prohibited in all federal navigation channels, navigation fairways, and transient 
anchorage areas.

10. No person shall engage in water skiing, surfboarding, or similar activity at any time between 
the hours beginning at one (1) hour after sunset and ending at one (1) hour before sunrise, or 
within areas in which said activities are prohibited;

15. No person shall throw, dispose of, deposit, or cause to be thrown, disposed of, or deposited, 
bottles, glass crockery, cans, scrap metal, junk, paper, garbage, refuse or debris of any nature, 
or any noxious substance in or upon any of the waters within the city.

19. The police and fire departments may use the city launch at night, when not required for use 
by the harbor master in the performance of his duties, for the purpose of patrol of the harbor 
and other public waters within the city, and may employ a night engineer on said launch, the 
expense thereof and any other expenses of running said launch at night for paid purpose to be 
paid from the appropriation for said departments.

12. No person shall conduct a regatta, motorboat, or other boat race, marine parade, tournament, 
or exhibition, without a permit from the PRHC, which shall set specific terms and conditions;

16. No person shall moor or anchor a houseboat unless such mooring or anchoring is approved 
by the PRHC and placed in areas designated by the PRHC. In accordance with the CRMC 
Program, Section 300.5, houseboats or floating businesses are prohibited from mooring or 
anchoring unless within the boundaries of a marina. Houseboats or floating businesses shall 
tie into pumpout facilities.

18. Fishing and shellfishing are prohibited in all federal navigation channels and navigation fair­
ways. The placement of lobster pots, pot floats, and fish nets is also prohibited in all federal 
navigation channels and navigation fairways.

11. No person shall operate or manipulate any motorboat, vessel, tow rope or other device by 
which the direction or location of water skis, a surfboard, or similar device may be affected 
or controlled in such a way as to cause the water skis, surfboard, or similar device, or any 
person thereon, to collide with or strike against any object or person;

13. No person shall engage in scuba divining, skin diving, or snorkeling in an area where power 
or motorboats are operated, unless the proper warning flags, as set forth in state law, are 
posted;
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(d) Abandoned Vessels or Harbor Structures

1.

2.

3.

(e) Water Pollution; Pump-out Facilities

(f) Towing
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2 . RIGL Sec. 46-12-39 through Sec. 46-12-41 shall apply to all waters within the City of Provi­
dence related to water pollution, no discharge zones, penalties, and enforcement.

20. For special spectator or sporting events on City waters, use of motorized vessels shall not be 
permitted north of the Crawford Street Bridge, except by application for permission to use 
motor boats to the PRHC which must be acted upon at least 14 days prior to such event.

1. No person shall operate a marine toilet at any time so as to cause or permit to pass or to be 
discharged into harbor waters, any untreated sewage, or other waste matter or contaminant of 
any kind, and/or dumping of holding tanks containing anything other than fresh water or sea 
water into harbor waters.

Liability. The owner (or such other person notified) of a vessel or structure removed by the 
Harbor master in accordance with this chapter shall be liable to pay the cost and expenses of 
the removal and storage, or to repay the same when paid by the city. The expense may be re­
covered in an action brought by the city solicitor against the owner(s). If the owner(s) are 
unknown or the vessel or structure is unclaimed within ninety (90) days of the removal. The 
city may sell the vessel or structure. The proceeds form the sale shall be used to defray the 
cost the city incurred in the removal and storage of the vessel or structure, and in the admini­
stration of this section.

Any time the chief harbor master or the Harbor master directs that a vessel be towed pursuant to 
this chapter or any rules and regulations of the PRHC, there shall be a fee for said towing. Said 
fee shall be set annually by the Harbor master.

Notice of removal of vessel/harbor structures. If the person who owns, has an interest in, or 
exercises any control over the vessel or structure, or otherwise is known, the Harbor master, 
or his/her lawfully designated agent, shall give written notice by certified mail to said person 
to remove the vessel or structure within a specified time.

Removal of vessel/harbor structures. If the vessel or structure is not removed within the time 
specified in the notice and in a manner and to a place satisfactory to the Harbor master, or his 
/ her lawfully designated agent, or if no such person is known to the Harbor master, or his ! 
her lawfully designated agent, upon whom the notice can be served, then the Harbor master, 
or his ! her lawfully designated agent, may proceed to remove, or cause the vessel or struc­
ture to be removed, in a manner and to a place the Harbor master, or his/her lawfully desig­
nated agent, shall deem appropriate.

No person shall deposit or abandon a vessel or structure upon the shore, a public right-of-way or 
on and within the waters of the city. When any vessel or structure is deposited or abandoned in 
the waters of the city, the Harbor master is authorized and empowered to remove the same or 
cause the same to be removed.
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(g) Operation of Unnumbered Motorboats Prohibited

(h) Obedience to Orders of Enforcement Officers

(i) Boat Standards

(j) Rafting

(k) Rights-of-ways to the Waters

4. Any person violating this section shall be subject to punishment in accordance with Section
11-8.

(1) Moorings.

Reserved.

Sec. 11-6 Fees; Harbor Management Fund

(a) Fees
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It shall be a violation of this chapter for any person to refuse to move or stop on oral command or 
order of the Harbor master, or police officer operating from a patrol boat identified as such and 
exercising the duties lawfully assigned to him! her.

Any time the Harbor master, or his / her lawfully designated agent, including the Providence Po­
lice, directs that a motorboat or vessel be towed pursuant to this ordinance, there shall be a fee

Rafting on a single anchor is only allowed if it does not unreasonably interfere with any adjacent 
single moorings or anchorages. Motorboats and/or vessels in a raft shall be manned at all times.

Every vessel entering the waters of the City of Providence shall be equipped as required by 
RIGL. 1956, Sec. 46-22-5, as amended. No person shall operate a motorboat or vessel with im­
proper light installation, use of lights, sound-producing devices, personal flotation devices 
(PFD), fire extinguishers, and muffling devices as set forth in state law.

1. No person shall block, barricade, or in any way impede the public use of or access to desig­
nated public rights-of-way to the waters of the City of Providence.

2. No person shall store a vessel, vehicle, or structure upon a designated public right-of-way to 
the waters of the city.

Every motorboat on, in, or within the waters of the City of Providence shall be numbered. No 
person shall operate or give permission for the operation of any motorboat on such waters unless 
the motorboat is numbered in accordance with state law, or in accordance with applicable federal 
law, or in accordance with a federally approved numbering system of another state, and unless 
the certificate of number awarded to such motorboat is in full force and effect and the identifying 
number set forth in the certificate of number is displayed on each side of the bow of such motor­
boat.
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(b) Harbor Management Fund

Sec. 11-7 Penalty

MPH In Excess of Speed Limit Fine

$ 25.001 - 10a)

$ 50.00b) 11-15

16-20 $ 75.00c)

21 -25 $ 100.00d)
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A harbor management fund is hereby created to receive and expend monies for harbor manage­
ment purposes determined by the City. All revenues generated by fines levied under the provi­
sions of the harbor management ordinance shall be deposited into this fund. Funds shall be dis­
bursed for purposes directly associated with the management and implementation of the harbor 
management plan. Monies form this fund may be allocated to the PRHC for the purpose of en­
forcing the provisions of the Harbor Management Plan and this ordinance. The harbor man­
agement fund shall be established, budgeted, and administered in a manner consistent with the 
procedure contained within the City of Providence Charter and funded through the PRHC's an­
nual budget as a line item.

assessed to the owner of said motorboat or vessel for said towing. Said fee shall be one hundred 
dollars ($100.00) and shall be subject to annual revision by the PRHC and shall be approved as 
part of the PRHC's budget submittal to the City Council. Should the towing be performed by a 
commercial towing service, this fee shall be in addition to the towing charged by the towing 
service.

The general penalties provided for by Section 1-10 of the Code of Ordinances shall apply to 
violations of this chapter, except that any person electing to appear before the clerk of the court, 
or in lieu of a personal appearance electing to enter an appearance by mail, and admitting the 
violations charged shall be punished by a fine as set forth for each violation as follows:

2. Any person who violates any provision of subsections (c)(4), (c)( 12), (g), (h) or (i) of Section
11-7 of this ordinance shall be subject to a fine of one hundred dollars ($100.00) for each 
violation.

4. Any person who violates the provisions of subsection (b)(3) of Section 11-5 of this ordinance 
shall be subject to the following fines:

1. Any person who violates any provision of subsections (b)(1), (b)(2), (c)(14) or (i) of Section 
11-5 of this ordinance shall be subject to a fine of fifty dollars ($50.00) for each violation.

3. Any person who violates any provision of subsections (c)(8), (c)(9), (c)(10) or (c)(l 1) of 
Section 11-5 of this ordinance shall be subject to a fine not to exceed two hundred dollars 
($200.00) for each violation.
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MPH In Excess of Speed Limit Fine

e) 26 and above
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$ 5.00 per mile in excess 
of speed limit

1. Any person found to be in violation of any provision of subsections (c)(1), (c)(2), (c)(3), 
(c)(6), (c)(7) or (c)(16) of Section 11-5 of this ordinance shall be guilty of a misdemeanor 
and shall be subject to a fine not to exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000.00), or imprison­
ment not to exceed one (1) year, or both for each violation.

9. In those cases where mail is used for payment of such fine, the payment shall be by check or 
by money order, and in those cases where payment is attempted with a check drawn against 
insufficient funds, an additional payment of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) shall be imposed 
against the violator to defray administrative costs.

6. Any person found to be in violation of any provisions of subsections (c)(5), (c)(l 5), (d), (e), 
or 0) of Section 11-5 of this section shall be guilty of a petty misdemeanor and shall be sub­
ject to a fine not to exceed five hundred dollars ($500.00), or imprisonment not to exceed 
thirty (30) days, or both for each violation.

5. Any person foimd to be in violation of the provisions of subsection (b)(3) of Section 11-5 of 
this section shall be required to attend a boating safety course in addition to the payment of 
any fine. In the event a fine as set forth for each violation is not paid or a pleas of not guilty 
is not entered by any person charged with any violation prior to the fourteenth day after the 
date of the violation, said fine shall be doubled. In the event a fine as-set forth for each vio­
lation is not paid or a plea of not guilty is not entered subsequent to the fourteenth day after 
the date of violation, said fine shall be tripled.

8. Any person charged with any violation set forth in subsections (b), (c)(4), (c)(8), (c)(9), 
(c)( 10), (c)(l 1), (c)(l 2), (c)(l 3), (c)(l 4), (h), or (i) of Section 11-5 of this ordinance and noti­
fied in writing by a police officer to appear to answer such charge before the Providence Mu­
nicipal Court may, in lieu of such appearance, elect to appear in person or by one duly 
authorized by him in writing, before the clerk of said court, admit the truth of said charge, 
and pay to said clerk the designated fine; provided that such appearance, admission and pay­
ment be made at the office of said clerk during regular business office hours, within sixty 
(60) days of such notification, and failure to so appear shall be deemed a waiver of the right 
to dispose of such charge without personal appearance in court.

10. The payment of a fine to the clerk of the municipal court as herein provided for any violation 
set forth in subsections (b), (c)(4), (c)(8), (c)(9), (c)(10), (c)(ll), (c)(12), (c)(13), (c)(14), (h), 
or (i) of Section 11-5 of this ordinance shall operate as a final disposition of the charge.

11. Notice of any violation set forth in subsections (b), (c)(4), (c)(8), (c)(9), (c)(10), (c)(l 1), 
(c)(l 2), (c)(l 3), (c)(14), (h), or (i) of Section 11-5 of this ordinance shall indicate the offense 
charged, a schedule of fines for such violation, the time within which such fine by mail may
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Sec. 11-8 Disclaimer of liability

4. Commission - The Rivers and Harbor Commission (PRHC).

5. CRMC -The Coastal Resources Management Council,
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be exercised, the place to which such fine may be mailed and such other information as well 
enable the person charged to take advantage of the provisions hereof.

1. Anchorage Station - Specified locations within the harbor where vessels are permitted to be 
anchored.

9. Harbor master - An official appointed in accordance with this chapter to carry out the provi­
sions of this chapter. There shall be a Harbor master who is responsible for the supervision 
and direction of all other staff appointed in support of the goals of this chapter. If this posi­
tion is not filled, the duties of the harbor master shall become the responsibility of the PRHC.

8. Harbor Management Plan (HMP) - The City's element of its Comprehensive Plan for de­
velopment, maintenance, and conservation of its waterfront resources.

2. Anchoring - To secure a vessel temporarily to the bottom of a water body by dropping an 
anchor or anchors or other ground tackle from a vessel.

7. Rivers and Harbor Commission - The commission established or designated in accordance 
with this chapter to carry out responsibilities associated with the development, oversight, and 
administration of municipal harbor programs.

6. Fairway - Any locally designated and ! or maintained water areas reserved for unobstructed 
movement of vessels.

Sec. 11-9 Definitions
For the purpose of this chapter, the following terms shall have the meanings designated in this 
section. Words used in the present tense include the future, the singular includes the plural and 
the plural the singular. The word "used" includes "designed, intended or arranged to be used."

3. Channel - Any water areas that are federally maintained and reserved for unobstructed 
movement of vessels.

10. Houseboat / Floating Home - A building constructed on a raft, barge or hull that is used 
primarily for single family habitation. Houseboats may only be anchored in a permitted ma­
rina. Discharge of sanitary waste from houseboats into the waters of the City is prohibited.

Persons using the waters of the city shall assume all risk of personal injury and damage or loss to 
their property. The city assumes no risk on account of accident, fire, theft, vandalism, or acts of 
God.
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15. Operate - To navigate or otherwise use a motorboat or vessel.

17. Resident - Any person whose legal residence or place of principal operation is the City.

19. Wake - A wave generated by a vessel.

r
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20. Water Dependent Use - Activities or uses that can only be conducted on, in, over, or adjacent 
to tidal waters or coastal ponds because the use requires access to the water for transporta­
tion, recreation, energy production or source of water; also includes non-water dependent ac­
tivities that provide access to the shore to broad segments of the public.

13. Master - Any person who is in command of or is operating a vessel, whether or not that per­
son is an owner or lessee of such vessel.

18. Vessel - Every description of watercraft, other than a seaplane on water, used or capable of 
being used as a means of transportation on water. Specifically excluded by this definition are 
floating homes or houseboats.

16. Person - An individual, group of people, partnership, firm, corporation, association, organi­
zation, trust, company, or other entity.

11. Launching Ramp - Any man-made or natural facility used for the launching and retrieval of 
boats (Sec. 300.4, Coastal Resources Management Program).

14. Motorboat - Any vessel whether or not the vessel is propelled by machinery, for the pur­
poses of this chapter, motorboat shall not include houseboats as defined in the General Laws 
of Rhode Island, any ferry, canoes, and rowboats twelve (12) feet in length or less.

12. Marina - Any dock, pier, wharf, float, floating business or combination of such facilities that 
service five or more recreational boats as a commercial enterprise or in association with a 
club (Sec. 300.4, Coastal Resources Management Program).


