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THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

No. 419
Approved October 30, 1972

WHEREAS, the parishioners and friends of Saint Sahag
and Saint Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church in the City of
Providence have petitioned this Honorable Body to recommend to
the Housing Authority of the City of Providence, Rhode Island,
that it designate that housing facility now being erected along
Smith Street, between Common Street and Windsor Street, in honor
of the Armenian Citizenry of this City, and

WHEREAS, it is the prayer of these same parishioners
and friends that the said housing facility,being in an area of
Providence within which a great number of Americans of Armenian
extraction reside and have contributed much to the cultural,
social, economic, and religious life of the City of Providence
and, accordingly, are most desirous of perpetuating a monument to
that contribution,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with
the accompanying petitions, the City Council of the City of Provi-
dence does hereby recommend to the Housing Authority of the City
of Providence, Rhode Island, that it designate that housing fa-
cility now being erected along Smith Street, between Common and
Windsor Streets, as "Ararat Manor" which is symbolic of the
country of Armenia and the landing site of Noah's Ark as recorded
in Biblical history, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the adoption of this
Resolution, the City Clerk is directed to transmit a duly engros-
sed copy of it to the said Housing Authority and to the Chairman
of the Parish Council of Saint Sahag and Saint Mesrob Armenian

Apostolic Church of Providence.
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October 31, 1972

Mr. David Joyce, Executive Director

Housing Authority of the City of Providence,
Rhode Island

679 Academy Avenue

Providence, Rhode Island

Dear Dave:

Accompanying 1is duly certified copy of Resolution of
the City Council No. 419, approved October 30, 1972, rela-
tive to the recommendation to name that housing facility,
now under construction, located along Smith Street, "Ararat
Manor"”,

I have been directed to further transmit to the Housing
Authority the accompanying copies of petitions consisting of
14 pages bearing the signatures of parishioners and/or friends
of St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church and that
prayer endorsing the proposed name.

Very sincerely yours,

Vincent Vespia
City Clerk of Providence
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We; the undersigned parishioners and friends of SaiSE: =

Sahag and Saint Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church, Jeff fiﬁ"
Street; Providence, hereby petition yocur Honorable Bod:if“
recommend to the Housing Authority of the City of Proviﬂw;" d
Rhode Island, that it designate that housing facility, 'sgw = Eﬂﬁ
being erected for the exclusive occupancy of elderly c;;§z§§§
of the City of Providence, located along Smith Street, between
Common and Winsor Streets, in honor of the Armenian Citizenry
of the City of Providence. |
Accordingly, the parishioners of this congregation, being
the second largest Armenian Church in the United States of
America, in view of the proposed celebration, in 1973; of the
Sixtieth Annivérsary of the founding of Saint Sahag énd Saint
Mzerol Armenian Apostolic Churcm further petition your Honorabie
Body thét in keeping with intent of tHis prayér, one of the
following two suggestions for naming that facllity be honored;
viz: : - ! | ~ -0

- Ararat Manor —= Mountain symbolic of Armenia. Biblical
background, landing site of Noah's Arke.

Yerevan Manor -- Yerevan is the capital city of Armenia.
Last year this city celebrated its
2,750th anniverszary. This was reascn
for great celebcations in Armenia, the

. first nation to accept Christianity as
- ity state religion.
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Rev. . Haik Donikian

PASTOR
ST. SAHAG AND ST. MESROB ARMENIAN APOST. CHURCH

n’ z 7 L
. 70 JEFFERSON STREET -ae-7712
PROVIDENCE, R. . RES. 944-3368
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We, the undersigned parishioners and friends of sgfht_-

CI)

Sahag and Saint Mesrob Armenian Apostollic Church, Jef‘fﬁi:;sogx

Street, Providence, hereby petition your Honorable Body“tom

@E"‘H.ﬁ

recommend to the Housing Authority of the City of Proﬁrabnce,
Rhode Island, that it designate that housing facility, now
being erected for the exclusive occupancy of elderly citizens
of the City of Providence, located along Smith Street, between
Common and Winsor Streets, in honor of the Armenian Citigzenry
of the City of Providence.

Accordingly, the parishioners of this congregation, being
the second largest Armenian Church in the United States of
America, in view of the proposed celebration, in 1973, of the
Sixtieth Anniversary of the founding of Saint Sshag and Saint
Mesrchb Armenian Apostolic Church further petition your Honorable
Body that in keeping with intent of this prayer, one of the
following two suggestions for naming that facility be honored}
viz:

Ararat Manor -« Mountain symbolic of Armenia. Biblical
background, landing site of Noah's Ark.

Yerevan Manor - Yerevan is the capital city of Armenia.
Last year this city celebrated its
2,750th anniversary. This was reason
for great celebrations in Armenia, the

first nation to accept Christianity as
its state religion.
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We, the undersigned parishioners and friends of Sa
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Street, Providence, hereby petition your Honorable Body to

Sahag and Saint Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church, Jefféu

recommend to the Housing Authority of the City of Providence,

Rhode Island, that it designate that housing facility, now

~3ging erected for the exclusive occupancy of elderly citizens

of the City'of Providence, located along Smith Street, between
Common and Winsor Streets, in honor of the Armenian Citizenry_'
of the City of Providence. .
Accordingly, the parishioners of this congregation, being |
the second largest Armenian Church in the United States of
America, in view of the proposed celebration, in 1973, of the
Sixtieth Annivérsary of the founding of Saint Sahag and Saint
Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church, further petition your Honorabie
Body that in.keeping with intent of this prayer, one of the
following two suggestions for naming that facility be honored;

viz:

o

\Ararat Manor [ == Mountain symbolic of Armenia. Biblical
— background, landing site of Noah's Arke.

Yerevan Manor -- Yerevan is the capital city of Armenia.
Last year this city celebrated its
2,750th anniversary. This was reason
for great celebrations in Armenia, the
first nation to accept Christianity as
its state religion.
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I was asked to wrife a letter to be sent to Mr. Vespia. Perhaps you would
like to read this "rough draft" and present your suggestions at our meeting
Tuesday night,

' . Ann Kanarian

- - ~ Mr. Vincent Vespia

‘ - City Clerk

oo City Hall

e L . Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Dear Mr, Vespia:

We were notifled through Mr. Russell Boyle that the City
i , . ‘Council is anxious to receive suggestions to name the new home
J ‘ ’ for the elderly on smith Street.

_ '‘As yogé;c well aware, this area has always been

e deeply populated by Armenians who first settled in this State.
o : They were always anxious to live near their church, the second
. : largest Axmenian church in the United States.

After discussing the possibilities of names which are
most important in Armenian history, the Parish Counc11 of this
Church has the follow1ng two suggestions:

Ararat Manor -- Mountain symbolic of Armenia. Biblical
- background, landlng site of Noah's Ark

("(j«

Yerevan Manor == Yerevan'is the capital city of Armenia.

' Last year this city celebrated its
2,750th anniversary. This was nesson
reason for great celebrations in
Armenia, the first nation to accept
Christianity as its State religion.

Y ' o . In 1973, St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic
Church will celebrate its Sixtieth Anniversary. Wwhat a wonderful

} . event it would be if an anncuhcement could be made to our many

) parishioners that the 'home for the elderly on Smith Street carries

: . & historic Armenian name. This would be a great tribute to the

- . many hard working, devoted Zmeric¢ans of Armenian extraction.

-

We greatly appreciate your efforts in htlplng us to
realize this' great honor :

)

Y . o S - ’ Most sincerely,

. . ' Terrance S. Martiesian’
o Chairman, Parish Council -

PR A

[

.{' . | cc: EMr,_Russell,Boyie .
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¥e, the undersigneé parishicners and friends of sdint
Sahag end Saint Mesrob Armenisn Apostolic Church, Jeffersen
Strect, Providance, hereby petition your Honorable Body to\ 
recommend to the Houging Authority of the City of Providence}_
kRhode Island, that 4% designate that housing facility, now |
being erected for tha exclusive occupancy of elderly citigens
of the City of Providence, located along Smith Street, between
Common and Winsor Streets, in honor of the Armenian Citigenry
of the City of Providence.

Accordingly, the parishionaers of this congregation, being
tha zecond largest Armenian Church in the United States of
America, in view of the proposed celcebration, in 1973, of the
Sistieth Anniversary of the founding of Saint Sahag and Saint
Mesrob Armanian Apostolic Church, further pe*ition your Honorable
Body that in kaeping with intent of this prayer, one of the
following two suggestions for naming that facility be honored
viz:

Ararat Manor -~ Mountain symbolic of Armenia. Biblicai
background, landing site of Noah's Ark.

Yerevan Monor - Yarevan is the capital city of Armenia.
Last year this city celedbrated its
2,750th anniversary. This was reason
for great celebrations in Armenia, the
first nation to accept Christianity as
its State religion.
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REV. FR. HAIK DONIKIAN
PASTOR

September 14, 1972

Mr. Vincent Vespia

City Clerk

City Hall

Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Dear Mr. Vespia:

We were notified through Mr. Russell Boyle that the City Council is
anxious to receive suggestions to name the new home for the elderly on Smith Street.

As you are well aware, this area has always been deeply populated by
Armenians who first settled in this State. They were always anxious to live near
their church, the second largest Armenian church in the United States.

After discussing the possibilities of names which are most important
in Armenian history, the Parish Council of this Church has the following
two suggestions: {

Ararat Manor -- Mountain symbolic of Armenia. Biblical background,
landing site of Noah's Ark.

Yerevan Manor -- Yerevan is the capital city of Armenia. Recently
this city celebrated its 2,750th anniversary. This
was reason for great celebrations in Armenia, the
first nation to accept Christianity as its State
religion, and world wide.

In 1973, St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church will celebrate
its Sixtieth Anniversary. What a wonderful event it would be if an announcement
could be made to our many parishioners that the home for the elderly on Smith Street
carries a historic Armenian name. This would be a great tribute to the many
hard working, devoted Americans of Armenian Extraction.



Mr. Vincent Vespia -2 - September 14, 1972

We greatly appreciate your efforts in helping us to realize this
great honor.

Most sincerely,

)JUUza/wua/g L*Mw

Terrance S. Martiesian
Chairman, Parish Council 4”’//”



September 18, 1972

Mr. Terrance S. Martiesian

Chairman, Parish Council

St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church
70 Jefferson Street

Providence, Rhode Island

Dear Mr. Martiesian:

I have your correspondence dated September 14, 1972,
relative to the request for receipt of suggestions to
name the new home for the elderly, now under construction,
located along Smith Street. I refer you to my correspon-
dence addressed to you dated September 11, 1972, which
did respond to the instant letter.

I have been informed by John Nighosian that a petition

is presently being circulated amongst the parishioners of

St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church and will

be filed with me for consideration by the City Council of
the City of Providence.

Upon receipt of the subject petition and the processing

thereof, I shall keep you informed of its progress.

Very sincerely yours,

Vincent Vespia
City Clerk of Providence

VV/pb



October 17, 1972

Mr. Terrance S. Martieslian, Chairman

Parish Council

St. Sahag and St., Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church
70 Jefferson Street

Providence, Rhode Island

Dear Mr. Martiesian:

I address you to the accompanying Docket of the City
Council for its October 19 Meeting, specifically Item No. 34,
which is self-explanatory.

I have been directed by Councilmen Francis Crowley and
Timothy J. Ahern to inform you of the subject matter which is
recommended for adoption by the Committee on Public VWelfare,
to which the subject petitions were referred.

Assuming that the City Council accepts the recommendation
of the Committee and the Resolution is adopted by it, the same
will be transmitted to the Mayor for his consideration; and
upon approval, if this be the case, by the Mayor, a copy will
be transmitted to the Housing Authority and to yourself.

If there 1s any question concerning the matter, please
feel free to communicate with me in City Hall.

Sincerely,

Vincent Vespia
City Clerk of Providence

VV:pb



THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND

673 ACADEMY AVENUE
PROVIDENCE. R. I. 02908
COMMISSIONERS DAVID JOYCE
JOSEPH P. CARROLL SECRETARY-TREASURER
CHAIRMAN
JOHN D. KILMARTIN
FIRST VICE-CHAIRMAN

WALTER J. TROUVE, JR. TEL. 401-421.14581
SECOND VICE.CHAIRMAN
REV. JOSEPH B. TAYLOR, O.P.
B. ALBERT FORD
RUSSELL J. BOYLE
WILLIAM B. COOLEY, SR.
MARY PECKHAM
ENA ROWLEY

AND
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

November 3, 1972

Mr. Vincent Vespia

City Clerk of Providence

City Hall

Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Dear Mr. Vespia:

I am pleased to respond to your correspondence
relative to the Resolution of the Providence City Council,
No. 419, approved October 30, 1972.

I regret to inform you that the Board of Commis-
sioners of the Providence Housing Authority officially
designated the high-rise structure on Smith Street for
the elderly, as the "Joseph P. Carroll Tower"

This action took place at the regular monthly
meeting held on September 26th, 1972.

Please feel assured that we deeply appreciate
the keen interest of the Armenian community as reflected
in the above-mentioned Resolution.

Sincergly yours,

Dedlig

David Joyce
Executive Dlrector

DJ:iaf



THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF
PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND

November 3, 1972

Mr. Vincent Vespia

City Clerk of Providence

© City Hall

Providenoce, Rhodeo Island 02903

Door Mr. Vespia:

I am pleased to regpond to your correspondence
relative to the Resolution\of the Providence City Council,
No. 419, approved october 30}:%??2.

I regiét to inform you that the Board of Cormise
sioners of the\rrovidenod}ﬁousing Authority offioially
designated the high-rigg/ tructure on Smith Stroeot for
the elderly, ad\&&g‘ii//ggh P. Carroll Tower".

P
,/f This aotion took place at the regular monthly
meeting held on"September 26th, 1972.

\ Ploase Teel assured that we doeply appresiate
the ﬂeaqbintgpéét of the Armenian ocommunity as reflected
in the above=méntioned Resolution.

3incerely yours,

David Joyoe
Exeocutive Director

DJ:iaf



November 6, 1972

Mr., Terrance S, Martiesian, Chairman

Parish Council

St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church
70 Jefferson Street

Providence, Rhode Island

Dear Terrys-

I submit to you the enclosure, being a photocopy
of correspondence received this day from the Housing
Authority.

The contents thereof are, of course, self-explana-
tory.

Very sincerely yours,

Vincent Vespia
City Clerk of Providence

VV:pb

Enclosure
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HMr. Terrance S, lirsrtiesian ,
g Chairman, Parish Council ’

St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Apcestolic Church

70 Jefforson Straszt

Providence, Rhode Isliand

Dear Mr. Martioesian:

¥Mr. John Ts Highosian, a friend of long standing, has
submittad to me a copy of a letter addressed to me which,
as of this date, ¥ have not receivede.

SN Relative to the suggestion that the housing fac;lity
now-being erected for the exclusive occupancy of elderly -
citizensg, located along Smith Street; being raned in honox
of the Armenian Citizenry of the City of Providence, imme=
diately following the public announcemant that such a ‘
LaCleuy was proposed for the Smith Hill arca, Mre nghosian
communicated wiih me and advanced the suggestion that since
this housing unit was ia the midst of the Armenian population
und within the shadows of thelr Church, it would be most

tting and proser that It be named syvbollcgllv with the
Armenlan git‘zeﬁryo

ﬂccexdich;, since you vere notified that the City
Council is anhiQ s to receive suggestions to name the
subject facll ty, I suggest that a petition be filed indica-
ting the interest of the parishloners in recommending one of
the twec names suggested in the correspondence abeve noted.

Ag if and when such a petiticn is filed with me as Clerk
0f the Councily, I shzll bring it to the attention of the two
members of the City Councilj namely; Councilman Timothy J.
Ahern and Councilman Francig Crowley who wouldy undoubtedly,
sponsor the same into the City CountCil for its consideration.

_ Plzase be assured that to the extent of my official
capacity, I shail assist 1in your request of me.

VYery sincerely yours,

Vincent Vespia
City Clerk of Providence

VV/pb
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