
THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
STAFE OF P.HOGE ISLAt~D AND PP.OVIDENCE PLANTATIOPIS

RESOLUTION OF TH E~ITY COU NCI L
,ATp, 419

Ap~s°oved October 30, 1972

WHEREAS, the parishioners and friends of Saint Sahag

and Saint Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church in the City of

Providence have petitioned this Honorable Body to recommend to

the Housing Authority of the City of Providence, Rhode Island,

that it designate that housing facility now being erected along

Smith Street, between Common Street and ~~indsor Street, in honor

of the Armenian Citizenry of this City, and

WHEREAS, it is the prayer of these same parishioners

and friends that the said housing facility,being in an area of

Providence within which a great number of Americans of Armenian

extraction reside.a.n d have contributed much to the cultural,

social, economic, and religious life of the City of Providence

and, accordingly, are most desirous of perpetuating a monument to

that contribution,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that in accordance with

the accompanying petitions, the City Council of the City of Provi-

dence does hereby recommend to the Housing Authority of the City

of Providence, Rhode Island, that it designate that housing fa-

cility now being erected along Smith Street, between Common ar:d

Windsor Streets, as "Ararat Manor" which is symbolic of the

country of Armenia and the landing site of IJoah's Ark as recorded

in Biblical history, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that upon the adoption of this

Resolution, the City Clerk is directed to transmit a duly engros-

sed copy of it to the said Housing Authority and to the Chairman

of the Parish Council of Saint Sahag and Saint Mesrob Armenian

Apostolic Church of Providence.
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Mr. David Joyce,
Housing Authority
Rhode Island

October 31, 1972

Executive Directar
of the City of Providence,

679 Academy Avenue
Providence, Rhode Island

Dear Dave:

Accompanying is duly certified copy of Resolution of
the City Council No. 419, 8pproved October 30, 1972, rela-
tive to the recommendation to name that housing facility,
now under construction, loca~ed along Smith Street, •~Ararat
Manor".

I have been directed to furth~r transmit to the Housing
Authority the accompanying copies of petitions consistinq of
14 pages bearing the signatureb of parishioners and/or friends
of St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church and that
prayer endorsing the praposed name.

Very sincerely yours,

Vincent Vespia
City Clerk of Providence
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~Ev. ~}~. ~ai~x 1~on.ifuan
PASTOR

• ' ST. $AHAC AND SY. MESROB ARMENIAN AP06T. CHURCH

L, ~~~

~ . 7O JeFFCR80H STRElT ,My.7712

• PRov~DENCE, R. I. REB. 944-33B8

- _,~ __ v ~..*~,.. . ~~ , ~~

Met the undersigned parishioners and frienc~s af .5~~it:— ~~
<,~. ,~ ~

Sahag and Saint l~esrob Armenian Apostolic Church~ Jeff~;ic~o~ ~

Street, $rovidence,~ hereby petition your Honorable Hoc~"`to~ ~i

~ ~ -~ ~re~ommend to the Nousing Authority of the Ci.ty of P~rovE~$'enc ,
.. -- ~

Rhode Zaland, ~hat St designa~e that housing fac~li~y,~nor~

being erected for the exclusive occupancy of e2derly citfzens

of the City of Providen~e, 2~ca~ed elang 5mith Street, between

Con~nacsn as~d Winsor Sl~ar~eta, in ho~or of the Arm~nian C#.t~.zenry

of the City af Providence.

Accordingly ~ the pari~i~ioner~ of ~his cang~egation 4 bei.ng

, the ~eeond largest Armen~an ChurCb in ~he t?nited ~tates of

America, in viea of the propoged celebrat3~en~ in 1973~ of the

5ixtieth Anniversary of the founding of 5aint S~t~ag and Saint

Mesreb Armenian Apostollc Churcryfurther petition your Honorable

Body that in keeping wi~h fnten~ +~f this prayer~ one of the

follbwing two sugg~8tl.ons for nbming that faCi~i~y be honored;

viz:

Ararat Mtanor --+ Hountain symbolit of Armenia. 8ibliesl
background~ lan~3ng site af IQoah's A=ic.

Yerevan !'~anor »- Ye~~van is the capit~.l ci~y o.f Armenia.
Last year tbis city celebrated its
2~750th anniversary. Ttiis was reason
for gre8t Celebrations in Armeni.si the
first nation to accept Christianity as
its State religion. ,
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We~ the undersigned parishioners and friends'of S ,~°~t~'~~;

Sahag and Saint Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church~ Jeffe~~•-~,;~~"
x~'~i~ .

Street, Providence, hereby petition your Honorable Body to

recommend to the Housing Authority of the City of Providence,

Rhode Island~ that it designate that housing facility~ now

b.eing erected for the exclusive occupancy of elderly citizens~~~

of the City of Providence, located along Smith Street, betweer~

Common and Winsor Streets, in honor of the Armenian Citizenry

of the City of Providence.

Accordingly~ the parishioners of this congregation~ being

the second largest Armenian Church in the United States of

America~ in view of the proposed celebration, in 1'73, of the

Sixtieth Anniversary of the founding of Saint Sahag and Saint

Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church,further petition your Honorable

Body that in keeping with intent of this prayer, one of the

following two suggestions for namincf`that facility be honored;

viz:

Ararat Marior -- Mountain symbolic of Armenia. Biblical
background, landing site of ldoah's Ark.

Yerevan Manor -- Yerevan is the capital city of Armenia.
Last year this city celebrated its
2~750th anniversary. This was reason
for great celebrations in Armenia, the
first nation to accept Christiani~ty as
its State religion. ,,
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~
' I was asked to ~~ri~e a letter to be sent to Mr. Vespia. Perhaps you would

~ like to read thi's "rough draft" and present your sugqestions;at our meeting

" ' Tuesday night.

Ann Kanarian

. ~ ` .

• ~ ,
,. -~' •

. r ~

~' Mr. Vincent Vespia
~ ~ City Clerk

,• + City Hall , '
' . ' . ProvidencE, Rhode Island 02903 '

~ Dear Mr. Vespia:
~~.
. ,. We were no~i~ied through I~ir. Russell Boyle that the ~City

;•

:, ~

~,~ ,

~ ~~
1 l

c ,

\
M,

~~ ',

r ~,
~,~ . t~.

'~'~ '•~ ~
, ~

~Council is anxious to receive sugges~i~ns to name.the new home
for the elderly on Srnith Street. . • ~

. 'As yot~are w~ll awar~, this area has always been '~~
deeply populated by Armeniuns who firs~ settled in this State.
They were al~vays anxious to live r:ear thcir chu~-ch, the second ,
lar.gest Armenian church in the United States.

Aft~r discussinc~ the possibilities o£ names which are
most im~~ortant in A:cmenian 'r~istory, the Parish Council of this •
Church has the following tc•ao sugqestions:

, .. ~

Ararat Nar.or -- riountain symbolic of I~rmenia. Biblical.
~ •uac;cground, landing site of Noah's Ark.

' • `~ _-
~ Yerevan,N,anor -- Yerevan~is the capital city of Armenia. .
~ ' Last ycar this city celebrated its

, 2,750th anniver.sary. This was ~eFscxa
, reason for great celebrations in

~, ~ , Armenia, tne first nation ~to accept
Christianity as its State rcligion.

Tn 197.3, St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Apostoiic
Church ~oill celebrate its Sixtieth Anniversary. What a wonderful •
event it would be ii an annr~unc~ment could be made to our many
parishioners that the'hom~ for the elderly on Smith Street ca.rries ~

, a historic Armenian name'. This would be a great tribute to the
many hard wor:cing, devoted P.mericar,s of Armenian ex~raction.

' S9e greatly app-recia~~ you•r efforts' in helping us 'to
realize this'great honor. - ~

J

N,ost since~ely, ; ~ .

~. ~ , .
' _

Terr~ance S. A2artiesian
, ~ ~ Chairman, Parish Council

cc: Mr..Russell,Boyle , ' ,

.



~c~f ~h~ e~re~~rsie~ne~ ga~l~h~.c~r~er~ ~d ;~riezifl~ af~ Sa~.s~t

9aheg ea~u 8~~ 3~a~rob ArnnenS~ ApoetoliC Church, Je~ferss~n
.'~

S~ee~~ Pro~r~r~~nce~ hexeby~ pe~itinn your ~tc~notab3.e Bbdy ~c~ ~ .~

r~ecamar+~8 ~ tt~~ i~ou~ing Au~hori~y of the City a~ ~rtavide~tce;~

~:hod~ Ye1t~n8 ~ t~hat ~~ de~ignske ~hat hcusinq f~c~lf t~y ~~aoti

bei.ng c~e~~ed ~or tha ~xc2~~ive Qcc~pancy cP elderly a9.tZr~~~

of t3~~ CAty a~ P~~o~w9~cl~~e, 3ocet+~ ~lang 3mitA Stceet~ b~tae~.

~~rs ~n~ ~9ihsor Stree~$, ~zC honor af ~he ~e~aian Citi~ex~ry

mf tiri~ C3.ty c~f Pr.~s~~enc~.

~cr.~xdir~qly+ tY~e pari5ha~+~n~~g ~F tihsa c~ngreget3.an, bel.ng

~h+~ : ecGn1 la~~ea~ A~ma~►ian C~ureh ~a~ t~o th~ited S~ate~ s~f

AiaQrir..~~ ~ v~.eb o~ t~e psoRo~~d c~z~hrati~an,~ i.n 39~3~ c~f ~~~

51s~~,:~+th A3nniv~sox~y of th~ foundfng of ~a1n~ Sahaq ~nd ~~i~t

~tessa~s ~caenS~n ~ipo~~ali~ ~huraty gurth~ pe!:S.~iam your t~onorable

Ar~3~ ~ha~ ~.~t keeping alCh int~nt og thi~ pre~rer~ +~n~ o~ the

fo2lawinq ~~ao $uggeations Pcr aaaing triat f~acii#.ty be i~onorod;

v3.~ t

~~gt ~#anor ---~ riour~ta.in ~yrobol~,c of Arroenia. 8iblic~3
~ackg~oun8~, landi~g ~ite tif Nvah's Ar~c.

Yereva~ ~anor ~-~- ~Carev+an i~ ~he c~pit$~ ciC~f +~~ ~irmer~i~~,
La~tt yeor thfs ci~y celeDrate~d it~
a~ 75Qth ar,~iverBary. ThiB ~a$ ree~an
for qrea►t ceYebra~ion~ i~ Armen~a~ tt;e
fi~et t~atia~a ~ ~cept Chtistieni~y as
~te 5tate ~e~i~~.on.



• Jf. ~a%a~ csnd ~f. ~/%te~ob .~trn~tniaa .~Po~fo[ic t.~irt~c~i
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S• LIlfl4 ~RIIZI1LIlf3 S~1~t~~~hl1'1~ REV. FR. MAIK DONIKIANt~~~fi~
PA9TOR

September 14, 1972

Mr. Vincent Vespia
City Clerk
City Hall
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Dear Mr. Vespia:

We were notified through Mr. Russell Boyle that ~he City Counci.l is
anxious to receive suggestions to name the new home for the elderly on Smith Street.

As you are well aware, this area has always been deeply populated by
Armenians who first settled in this State. They were always anxious to ~.ive near

• their church, the second largest Armenian church in the United States.

After discussing the possibilities of names which are most important
. in Armenian history, the Parish Council of this Church has the following

two suggestions: i

Ararat Manor -- Mountain symbolic of Armenia. Biblical bacicground,
landing site of Noah's Ark.

Yerevan Manor -- Yerevan is the capital city of Armenia. Recently
this city celebrated its 2,750th anniversary. This
was ~eason for great celebrations in Armenia, the
first nation to accept Christianity as its State
religion, and world wide.

In 1973,.St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church will celebrate
its Sixtieth Anniversary. What a wonderful event it would be if an announcement
could be made to our many parishioners that the home for the elderly on Smith Street
carries a historic Armenian name. This would be a great tribute to the many
hard working, devoted Americans of Armenian Extraction.



Mr. Vincent Vespia - 2- September 14, 1972

We greatly appreciate your efforts in helping us to~realize this
~ great honor.

Most sincerely,

___--_-~— ~~L ,
~ .1~1U~ GVtcrC.Q ~ ~~
Terrance S. Martiesian , ~
Chairman, Parish Council ~~
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September 1$~ 1972

Mr. 2errance S. Martiesian
Chairman, Parish Councll
St. Sahag and St. Mesrob 1'.rmenian Apostolic Church
~0 Jetfer~on Sfreet
Providence, Rhode Island

Dear Mr. MarCiesian:

I have your correspondence dated September 14, 1972,
relative to the request for recEipt of suggestions to
name the new home for the elderly,now under construction,
located along 5mith Street. I refer you to my corr~8~on-
d~nce addres~ed to you da~ed September 11, 1972, which
did respond to the instant ietter.

I have been informed by Johr~ Nighosian that a petition
is presently being circulated amongst the parl.shioners of
St. Sahaq and St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church and tirill
be filed with me #or consideration by the City Council of
the City of Providence.

Upon receipt of the subject petition and the processing
~hereof, S shall keep you in~ormed of its progress.

W/pb

Very sincerely yours,

Vincent Vespia
City Clerk of Providence



October 17~ 1972

Mr. Terrance S. Martiesian~ Chairman
Parish Council
St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church
70 Jefferson 3treet
Providence, Rhode Island

~ear Mir. Martiesian:

I address you to the accompanyinq Docket of the City
Council for its October 19 Meet3ng~ spe~ifically Ztem No. 34,
which is ~elf-explanatory.

Z have been directed by Councilmen Francis Crowley and
Timothy J. Ahern to inform you of the subject matter which is
tecommended for adoption by the Committee on Public t~lelfare,
to which the aubject petitions were referred,

Assuming that the City Council accepts the recommendat,ion
of the Committ~e ar.d the Resolution is adopted by it, the same
will be transmitted to the Mayor for his consideratfon; and
upon approval, if this be the case, by the Mayor, a copy 4,i11
be transmitted to the Housing Authotity and ta yourself.

If there is any question concerning the matter, please
feel free to communicate with me in City Ha].l.

Sincerely,

Vincent Vespia
City Clerk of Providence

VV: pb



THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND
673 ACADEMY AVENUE

PROVIDENCE. R. I. 02908

COMMISSIONERS

JOSEPH P. CARROLL
CHAIRMAN

JOHN D. KILMARTIN
FIRST VICE-CHAIRMAN

WALTER J. TROUVE, JR.
SEGOND VICE-CMAIRMAN

REV. JOSEPH B. TAYLOR, O. P.

B. ALBERT FORD

RUSSELL J. BOYLE
WILLIAM B. COOLEY, SR.

MARY PECKHAM
ENA ROWLEY

Mr. Vincent Vespia
City Clerk of Providence
City Hall
Providence, Rhode Island 029~3

Dear Mr. Vespia:

DAVID JOYCE

BECRETARY-TREASURER

AND

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

TE~. 401 •421 • 14a 1

November 3, 1972

I am pleased to respond to your correspondence
relative to the Resolution of the Providence City Council,
No. ~.19, approved October 30, 1972.

I regret to inform you that the Board of CoYrmiis~
' sioners of the Providence Housing Authority officially

designated the high-rise atructure on Smith Strest for
, the elderly, as the "Joseph P. Carroll Tower".

This a.ction took place at the regular monthly
mesting held on September 26th, 1972.

Please feel assured that we deeply appreciate
the keen interest of the Armenian community as reflected
in the above-mentioned Resolution.

Sincer,~ly yours,

David Joyce
Executive Director

DJ:iaf



THE H4USING AUTHORITY OF THE CITY OF

• PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND

Mr.
~ity
City
Prov

Dear

rela
No.

mber 3. 1972

re~ponden4e
Cit~ Counail,

rd of Comania-
eionerc~ oP ths providenca'~Tousing Authority o~tioiallp
desi~ated the Y~►i~i-rise truoture on 3mith 9~raot ~or
the elderly, ga thtì '~ h P. Cc~►ro21 To~aer",

~ ~ --./
,~ Thie ~otion took pleco at the regular monthly

i~i~0ti g hQZ~ o~~ep~ember G6 W.i> 1972 •

the
i~ t

DJ:ie~

appreaie:~e
ee reYlected

3lnaerely yours,

Dav 3opc~
rs~csautiive Direator

• i



November 6, 1972

Mr. Terrance 5. Marties3an~ Chairman
Parish Council
St. Sahag and St. Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church
7~ Jefferson Street
Frovidence, RhodQ Island

Dear Terr~-

I subar+it to you the enclosure~ being a photocopy
of correspondence received this day from the Housing
Authority.

The contents thereof are, of course, self-explana-
tory.

Very sincerely yours,

Vincent Vespia
City Clerk of Providence

Wspb

Enclosure
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c3 ~~ ~E;:s~:~ y~.:~c~~:~:.~ ~~? o. g~m~ti~ ~t~: cE~ q i:~e~x,g ~:~n~~: i:~ Y~oz~.o~-
of Lh:~ Azm~nia~ Ci~~.:.nni~X ~a 'ch~ ~i~:y o£ Prs~v~.dEnce9 i~r,r::e~
dia~~'.~ ~~~ ~o~~ir~~~ L'ne ~ub1::~ ~~no°,~F.G~m~t3t tY~a~L auch a ~
:~c~.~ :. uy i~~s pxa~°a~,~:c~ zo: ~r,~ Smii:h Hill ~r. e~.T ~iW ~~J~.c~hosi~n
Ct3T•^..i~1Ldl^.iC~t~C?C! LYJ_{:~"3 X:1P. cYT3t~ t-~~Vc3T'tC~'C3 fCilEa. uUC.,'CjG.^y'~."~.~t.E3I3 titt~~ a1.I1C~

~his ~~~z~i~c~ uniL fJa~ ir~ ~xie r~idst of ~~~ ~+~mp..~a.~~ ~opvl~tion
~~d ~,fr ~~~xn th~ s:~~.do~;aa af the.~r Ch~.a~c~~ ~ t~aou].d be r~a ~~
~iu~~_r~c; «,,:~ s~::o}::~~ ~~~ : ~~ bc na~~~;~ s~r..:~;o2:Lc~;::~~.1~ ~+i~~~c ~C~~~
~~"s3"tAEi? 13r1 E,,. ~ ~s GC~i~1;.': ;;f o

R.cr.~~-d3.~~a~`; s ~~r,::F: d~a~ wer~ n~tifiE~ ~~~~ t~e G~.~y ~.
Gc~~n~:~.~ x~ ar~~.~.~uw ~a ~c~c~~ ve ~ueg~ ~tion~ t~ n~:~~ ~i~e

' sub; ~c~;: ~~ e.~.s~.t~ r ~ auc~e~'~ that ~~~ti~ ̀~on k~e r"~.l~d ~.~dica~
•E~.r.g ~~:ti :~.~`;:e:: ~~~;~ e~E ~he ~~ri~:~~ ~ra~.~ ~ ~~ rr r:~~~~~nd~.~~ ~:~e of
~2~a~ 4o~a n.~aY~ ~3a~c~~ ~~:~ :~n ~l~e co:::: ~spoa-ad~~c.G~ ~~Sc:v e nc~~~~ o

:~~ ~.~ ~c3 c•r~~n ~ucYi ~ ~e ~i-~ie~ ~ s f~.~.~d ~ith me as ~lerk
~~ ::?~ee ~~uncilg :L ~hu1~. k~ring it t4 %h~ ~~tte,~~ion of the, tEao
~►~rrbP.~~ o~ tihe Cxty Cc~uncx3; r~aru~l~p Cauncz~~z~, ~ira~'c~y Ja :~
Ahe~r~ :~.~a Cou~~~:3:~.,;~~~n Eycar~~~.~ Crc~~~~.ey ~~~ ti~auldp UIZC~3U,`J ~~ci~Y o
~~c~ns~r il» a~r~~e int~ ~Yae ~i~y ~ouricii ~o~ ~,ts ~ons:~d~ra~cia~.

i~~.~~~e b~ ~: ~:~ure3 ~:.~st 'co tME ext~nt o~ rn~ oi'~'icx~l
ca~saci~~, z ~hai:~ ass~.st i:~ ya~:r Yeq~~:~~ of ine.

~ . '~ery aincerel~ yours,

VincE~,~ 'Vespi~
Ciicy Clerk of Providea~ce

~'V/pb
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