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THE C!T'Y OF PRQVIDE{~CE
~ ~ STATE OF RKODE ISUNA AND P&01'IDENCE PtANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF TH E CITY COU i~Cl L
.No. 248

A~p~°ozed April 9, 1975

WHEREA5, the Environmental Protection Agency

has offered Rhode Island $1 million dollars in federal

• planning money to zero in on Section 208 of the Federal

Water Pollution Control Act Amendment of 1972 (areawid.e

waste treatment management)and,

WHEREAS, the Statewide Planning Program has

asked each of Rhode Island's thirty nine cities and towns

to join together to "develop and implement a pl~n result-

ing in coordinated waste treatment management systems for

the entire State" and,

VJHEREAS, Providence has been designat~d

as a"key communityt' within the State,

_ NO~n1 THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the

Department of Planning and Urban Development will represent

the City of Providence in the 208 planning process, and

cooperatively plan, with all other interested cities and

towns, a system that will control not only pollution that

flcws from sewers, but runoff from roads~ parking lots,

farms, dumps, construction sites~ and so forth, thus making

the City of Providence and the entire ~tate of Rhode Island

a better, cleaner and safer place to live and play.

IPI CITY COUNCIL

' A P R 3 1975

READ AND PASSED

tG ~Es.
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~~~~~ ~ER

p~~~~~~J~D

~ MAYOR

~~Zl~ ~~-.~ ~V ~'~ ~
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JOHN.A. DOHERTV, CHAIRMAN

EARL H. ASHLEY

UGO RICCIO

JOHN J. TIERNEV

RAYMONDCOLA

THOMAS L. PAVNE

VINCENT T. IZ20, EX-OFFICIO

WATER SUPPLY BOARD
CITY OF PROVIDENCE, R. I. 02908

552 ACADEMY AVENUE

Councilman Ralnh A. Fargnoli

1241 Smith Street
Providence, Rhode Island

Dear Cou~zcilman Fargnoli:

Narch 11, 1975

We have reviewed your material pertaining to Sec~ion 208

Polution Control Act Amendments of 1972 (PL-92-500) which
waste treatment planning by local governments and suUmit

JOHN E. ROGERS, P.E.

CHIEF ENGINEER

AUSTIN B. MeMANUS

SECRETARV

of the Federal Water
stresses areawide

tl-~e following comments.

"208", as it is comr.ionly referred to, has as its purpose the establishment of a

planning process by local governments in a particular planaing area which will
bring about development and implementation of a strategy that eliminates common
water quality management problems. The governor of each state is given the

responsibility of determining the areas or area. Govenor Noel, because of Rhode

Island's compactness and the interrelatedness of water quality problems among
all the state's communities, has informed t~►e Lj. S. ~nvironmental Protection
Agency, whic:: is responsible for administerino the provisions of the Act, of his
intent to designate t~e entire state as a single "20E" planning area and has

appointed the Department of Administration,~-Division of Statewide Planning, as
the area's "208" planning abency.

While the Act speaks of water quality, it does not refer to treated potable water
but instead to tnose deleterious events which mibht occur in a river basin due to
discharge of untreated or insufficiently treated wastes. If a local nlanning
group determines a point source of pollution and the State Planning Division has
its submitted follow-up plans for ti:e abatement or improvement of the condition
approved by EPA, funds are available to implement further design studies and
eventual construction of the required treatment facilities.

Act 20$ taeu, would have no implications in our operation as a sunplier of potable
water and there are no significant sources of contamination on the 92.8 square
mile Scituate watershed whic?~ would qualify for such attention.

With regard to the City of Providence itself, there may be a possibility of
assistance under "208" for enlargement of the present sewage treatment works or
at least the start of separation of the combined sanitary and storm sewer lines
whicn so often place an unmanageable load on the treatment facility resultir.g in
increas~d pollution of the Providenc~ River during those temporary periods.

Very truly yours,

l.J '
John E. Rogers, P.E
Cnief Engineer

JER/ms

~



['ATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDLNCE PLANTATIC~IS

Department of Administra~.~n
STATEWIDE PLANNING PROGRAM
265 Melrose Street
Providence, Rhode Island 02~07

Janu.ary 28, ~.Q75

Dear Mr.

As you kno~r, Secticn 208 of the Federal Water Pol.lu';~.o~
Control Act Amendments of 1972 (iL 92-500) stresse~ area~ri.d~
waste treatment planning by local governmenis. This "~08"
planning is dependent ~~pon the full particip~tion ~.nd co~~exr.:~
~ion of all the statA ~ ~ cities and towns. T.he p~zr~os~ a~ tk~i a
letter is -to solicit y~ur comnunity~s participation i~ ~h~ ar~~~-
wide waste treatment mF,nagement planning process ~.nd to ou~:3.:~n~
for you the genex~al provisions and requiremen~s of Section 208.

When Congress pass~d this Act, it recognizPd that son.e w~~G~~^
qua~.ity problems in the United StP.tes are of such complevity
and sever~ty that they cannot be solved by techr~olog;~r a3.one,
For this reason, the development of an areawide waste txePtm~n~
planning ~rocess is su~gested ur~der Section 208 of t;ze Act~
Section 208 planning inzrolvPs itself in arPas o~' swv~re T~rPte~
pollution controi probiems, caused by intensive urban-in3us~~°i~l
concentratlons or othe~ ~actors. Section 20$ cal~u 1"or ~~he
Governor to designate lo~alities w;lich meet the "208" ~l~ii:~
r~.re~. crizeri~, He must ~a,lso designate a planning e,genc~ ta
se~tTe e~.ch "208" area, according to certain criteri~,e T~Pse
criteria were set forth in the Federal Register of Septeinber 11E~
1973, in sections 126.10 and 126.1].. Cop3.es of these criter~.~
and of the provisions of Section 208 of the Act are en~lc~~d ~s
Attachments A €~,nd B.

The "208" planning process calls upon loca.l governments :in
+~ p~,rta.cular planning area to develop and implement a str~,tegy
that eliminates common wa~;er quality management p roblems. Be-
c~,use of Rh4de Island~s compactness and the interrel~,tedness of
watsr quality management p roblems among ~,11 the state's conimuni-
ties, Governor Noel has advised tre United States Env~ron.mental
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Protection Agency, the federal agency responsible for adminis-
tering the provisions of the Act of his in~ent to designate
the entire state as a single "20~" planning area.

Governor Noel has also expressed his intent to designate the
Department of Administration, Division of StateT~ride Planning,
as the "208" planning agency. Local input to the statewide
planning process is assured through the State Planning Council,
vrhich reviews, approves, and provides policy advice and guidance
on the planning activities of the Division of Statewide Planning.
The Council~s membership consists of federal, state, and local
officials. Local government interests are represented by five
members appointed by the Rhode Island League oi Cities and Towns.
For calendar year 197~, the communities represented were:
Providence, Cranston~ NeVrport, warwick and Westerly. If the
Division of Stateiyide Planning is designated as the 208 Planning
Agency, the Council t~aill ask every city and tot~~n to appoi.nt an
individual to serve and represent the community's interest on a
special "208" plannin~ subcommittee, thus e~abling all of the
state~s municipalities to participate in the pla,nning process
for areawide waste treatment management.

~ooperation and participation by local governments is essen-
tial to development of the "208" plan. EPA requires formal
adoption by each community of a resolution of intent to join
with other co:nmunities and the designated planning agency to
develop and impleraent a plan which will result in a coordinated
was~e treatment management system for the designa.ted area.
Under the provisions of section 208(f) (2) of the Act, 100 per-
cent federal funding is avazlable for a two-year planning period,
prov3.ded that the application is approved by EPA prior to July 1,
1975. It is therefore necessary~for your comrilznity to give
early consideratio~ to pa-r~icipation in the pro~;~am. Adoption
of a resolution of :~ntent is the first step foz~ participation.
If the state is to take advanta~:e of the Act~s 100 percent fund-
ing provision, a resolution similar to the one svggested in
Attachment C must be adopted by your communit;; as soon as possible.

Input from the ;eneral public is also essential to the "208rr

planning process. A pu'olic hearing vrill be held by the Gover-
nor~s Office to solicit the testir~ony and corir~P~t,s of all inter-
ested parties on the proposed designation of th~ ?_0£3 planning
area and agency. Representatives of local ar_d re{~ional govern-
ments and organiz~,tions, private organizations, and members of
the general publa.c are ur~ed to attend this hearing. Details as
to the time and place of ~he hearing ti•rill be published in the
near future.
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_ 3_ Janu~,r5- 28, ~9?5

Two i.nformwtiori p~,r~phl.sts a~ e enclosed in additic~l ~o tY~~
- attaehment~ cited abojre, so that you may more eifec~iy'ei_y ~v~'~~,tc

t~~e propos~d designations. If you have any o1uestions ur car~~.~~~.s
; a on the enclosed materials, or wish to arrange ~, meetir~ ~c~ *~:3.~Lusw
:~ th.e 208 Frc~gram, ~lease conta.ct P~r, Victor Parmentier or- Mr, ~vs~,li~n

,{
Brinson at the letterhead address or at 27?-2~56a

~i- Yours very truly~:~ .~.

:;

. DaniLl W„ Va~in
Chief, St~,te~~ride P~.anni~~~

DW~'/~TBB~jl , ~

ATTACHMENTS~ A~ 208 Rules and Regulations (Federa~ F.e~:i~t;u:-
9/1~/73)

B. Section 208, F4~7PCA Am~ndments of 1972
~ Co Sug~ested resolution

PAML'HI~ETS: Areaz~ride ti~Taste Treatment Manage::lent Planr:in~
The Challen~e and Opportunity oz"j~later Quality

Mana~emen~ Planning


