Mayor of Providence

Jorge O. Elorza

February 2, 2015

Honorable Members
Providence City Council
City Hall

Dear Honorable Members:

Pursuant to Sections 302(b} and 603 of the Providence Home Rule Charter of 1980, as amended and
Public Law, Chapter 45-50, Sections 1 through 31 passed in 1987, | am this day appointing Jeffrey Dana
of 225 Carpenter Street, Providence, Rhode Island 02903, to the position of City Sclicitor, and
respectfully submits the same for your approval,

Sincerel Y.
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Jorge O, Elorza
Mayor
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FEB 19 2015
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EREUPON IT 12 ORDERED THAT
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City Hall, 25 Dorrance Street, Providence, R102903
Phone (401) 421-7740 Fax (401) 274-8240
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Experienc

225 Carpenter Street
Providence, Rl 02903
401.345.1532
itdana@gmail.com

The Family Law Center of Rhode Island, Providence and Newport, RI

Of Counsel, October 2009 ~ present

~« File consumer bankruptcy cases and affirmative consumer rights
litigation; the majority of clients are at risk of losing their homes in
foreclosure proceedings and many have been victims of predatory
lending practices and/or mortgage servicing abuses

. Provide legal representation on eviction matters for a property
management company and two Community Development Corporations

. Consulted with in-house counsel for a national property management
company in developing a protoco! for compliance with lead hazard
mitigation laws

« Consulted with Rhode Island Housing, a quasi-state agency, in
preparing the state’s application for the federal government’s “Hardest
Hit Fund” that was awarded to Rhode Island

United States Bankruptcy Court, District of Rhode Island,
Providence, RI

Career Law Clerk to U.S. Bankruptcy Judge, April 2008 — Sept. 2009

« Managed the Court’s caseload by monitoriné the progress of cases
and the filing of pleadings

. Reviewed legal memoranda, oral argument and witness testimony and
collaborated with the Judge in the drafting of opinions

Drafted court orders, responded to motions and assisted the Judge in
preparation for Court sessions -

» Acted as a liaison with judges and chambers’ staff in other jurisdictions

. Managed student interns working in chambers




Consumer Law Group, Rhode Island L.egal Services, Providence, R

Managing Attorney, August 2007 — April 2008
Staff Attorney, July 2004 — August 2007

« Provided legal representation for families and individuals at risk of
losing their homes due to predatory lending practices, tax liens and
foreclosure proceedings :

. Trained and supervised staff attorneys, paralegals and student interns

. Designed and implemented an evaluation process of staff attorneys,
paralegals and support staff

- Participated in community-wide anti-predatory lending campaign
Hous'ing Law Unit, Rhode Island Legal Services, Providence, Rl

Unit Head, March 2003 — July 2004, Staff Attorney, rAugust 1999 —
June 2004

« Supervised staff atforheys, paralegals, administrative assistants and
student interns

- Represented tenants and tenant groups in a variety of housing matters
including eviction defense, enforcement of tenants’ rights and
preservation of subsidized and fair housing

» Advocated for tenants in legislative initiatives and with federal and
state administrative agencies

Domestic Violence Unif, Rhode Island Legal Services, Providence, Rl

Contract Attorney, June 1999 — August 1999

- Represented victims of domestic violence seeking restraining orders in
Family Court

Argentinean Law Firms, Buenos Aires, Argentina

Legal Consultant, February 1997 — February 1999

» Drafted memoranda for U.S.-based corporate clients and assisted with
translation of legal documents
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!
Professional

Affiliations

Skills

Tulane Law School, New Orleans, LA

Juris Doctor, Certificate of European Practice, May 1996

Honors: Certificate of Training in Arbitration, Moot Court Trial Advocacy
Semifinalist :

Scholarships: Tulane Academic

Tulane University, New Orleans, LA

Bachelor of Arts, International Relations, May 1993

Honors: Dean’s List, Honors Program, Phi Eta Sigma Honor Society

Scholarships: Tulane Academic, Judge Breaux Scholarship, Nathan

Resnick Memorial Scholar
University of Essex, Colchester, England

Tulane Junior Year Abroad Program, Fall 1991 — Summer 1992
Studies in Government, Economics and History

Rhode Island Bar: Admitted to Practice in 1996

Federal Bar: Admitted to Practice in 2002

American Bankruptcy Institute: Member

National Association .of Consumer Bankruptcy Attorneys: Member

Community Action Partnership of Providence: Board of Directors,
Chairperson

Childhood Lead Action Project: Board of Directors

Languages: Spanish fluency
Computer: BestCase, Westlaw, LexisNexis, Microsoft Office







CITY OF CENTRAL FALLS
LAW DEPARTMENT

Matthew Jerzyk | Clty Solicitor

it . e, it L

Central Falls City Hall Office: (401) 727-7490

580 Broad Street | Fax: (401) 727-7422

Central Falls, RT 02863 Fmail: MJetzyk@CentralFallsRLus

February 9, 2015

Providence City Council

¢/o Loz L. Hagen, City Cletk
Providence ﬁiw Hall

25 Dorrance St.
Provideénce,RT 02903

Dea£ Hono%able Members of the City Council,

I am writing in full support of the nomination of Jeffrey Dana as City Solicitor for the great City of
Providence. '

Serving as Deputy City Solicitor in Providence and now, City Solicitor in Central Falls, I know first-
hand the challenges facing the Law Department. A successful City Solicitor needs to be able to
solve piobléms in the most complex legal environments, cothmand the evet-changing dynamics of 2
courtroom and, Most importantly, understand the many challenges facing the low-income and
middle-clasg taxpayets of the City. Jeff possesses hese charactetistics and many, maiy mOo1e.

T first met Jeff when he was the chairman of the Board of the Childhood Lead Action Project, 2
tremendous, grassroots organization tackling the problems of lead poisoning and affordable housing .
in Providence. 1 became further impressed when I saw him in the courtroom as the cletk for Judge
Arthur N. Votolato, Jr. of the U.S. Bankruptcy Court for the District of Rhode Island. Itis this race
combination of community engagement and supetior legal expertise that led his appointment to the
board of the reformed Pro-Cap agency; 2 appointment that tutned into Jeff becoming chair and
leading that organization from receivership to recovery with executive dizector Melissa Husband.

I believe thaitjeff will be a tremendous chief legal advisor to the Mayor, the City Council and all of
the employées of the City. T also believe that he will continue to gIOW the Affirmative Litigation

program that I was honosed to lead: finding new ways O ICLEASE LEVERIE through innovative and
powetful litigation. And, T believe in his intellect and Faith in the future of the Capital City.

Thank you in advance for your support of a great nominee for City Solicitor
Very Truly Yours,
Watthen 7. Jerzyle




321 South Mdain St., 2 Floor
Providence, RI 02703
0. 401.457.7700 |, 401.457.7708

Motlelece

LLG

ATTORNEYZ AT LAW : Robert J,. McConnell

www.moﬂeyrice.cdm Licensed in MA, RT
M - ¥

a witt $tand for my client's rights. : : : direct: 401.457.7703
I am a iriat lawyer,™ . bmeccennell@molleyrice.com
-Ron Mofley [1944-2013}

. February 6, 2015

Providence! City Council
City Hall

25 Dorrance St., Room 310
Providence, RI 02903

RE:J éffref Dana
Dear C1ty Councﬂ Members

I am writing to highly recommend Jeffrey Dana for the posmon of P10v1dence City
Solicitor. I-am a partner with the Motley Rice law firm and I have been a practicing attorney and -
resident of Fhe City of Providence for over 25 years. ‘

1 ﬁrst met Jeff well over a decade ago when he worked f01 Rhode Island Legal Services.
We worked% together on issues involving childhood lead poisoning. I was impressed preatly by
his Iegal sk:iﬂs and acumen as well as his obvious compassion for underprivileged children and
their famihes

_ I have stayed in touch Wlth Jeff over the years and I know that he is very highly regarded
in ‘the. Rhode Island legal communify. I have also referred Jeff clients of mine for his legal
assxsf:ance and expertise, He is a fitst rate lawyer. In addition to his legal skills I also know Jeff
1o be an extremely forthrlght and honest individual. This special combination of exceptional
character ar;d exceptional legal skills will help Jeff fo be a temific solicitor for the city. I urge
you s_trongl& to confirm him to this position. ' '

|
Very truly ﬁours,

RobertJ, B/chonﬁell

RIM/seh

o ‘
wa@BBe M. PLEASANT; SC | PROVIDENCE, RI | HARTFORD, CT | NEW YORK, NY
MORGANTOWN, WY | WASHINGTON, DC | NEW ORLEANS, LA




Melissa A. Malone, Fsq.
13 Bullock Avenue
Barrington, RI 02806

Februaty 10, 2015

Providen?ce City Council, City Hall
25 Dorrafnce Street, Room 310
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Re: Nomination of Jeffrey Dana — City Sokicitor
Dear Coémcilors:

I am wntmg to offer my recommendation for Jeffrey Dana for the position of
Providence City Solicitot. Combining a keen legal acumen with a demonstrated empathy
for his clients, Jeff possesses the skills necessaty to setve the City of Providence with
distinction and honot.

The City! Solicitor is responsible for providing the Mayor, the City Council, and vatious
boards and commissions with advice pertaining to their official roles and responsibilities.
Jeff's mote than a decade of experience as a lawyet with the Family Law Center provides
him with the legal background necessaty to catty out these duties accurately and with the
highest a"lttention to detail.
, .

Furthermore, the City Solicitor s responsible for representing the City in all civil actions.
Here, Jeff's experience both representing clients before the bankruptcy court as well as
his time speat as a law cletk for Arthur N. Votolato, Jt. of the U.S. Bankruptcy Coutt for
the Disttict of Rhode Island will be of great assistance in performing this role. Simply
stated - he understands civil litigation and how to achieve objectives.

While there is no doubt that Jeff possesses the legal expetience necessaty to petform the
job of City Solicitor, it is the empathy that he has demonstrated for his clients. that is
pethaps his most impressive trait. In my professional interactions with Jeff I have always
been impressed by his willingness to go the extra mile for clients facing personal
challenges. I am confident that his ability to put the needs of his clients fitst and
foremost will continue and inure to Providence’s benefit.

Jeff’s legél skdll, his commitment to his clients and a deep and abiding love of Providence

would make him an excellent choice as the city’s next Solicitor. I respectfully urge the
membets of the City Council to support his nomination.

Very tfuly yours,

Melissa A Malone



Rhodelsland!
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Februaty 6, 2015

Providence City Council
Providence City Hall

25 Dorrance Street, Room 310
Providence, RI 02903

£

Re: Jeff Dana
Dear Members of the City Council:

Tam c:ie]ighted and honoted to write in support of Jeff Dana’s nominagon to setve as
Providence City Solicitor.

1 am the director of legal affaits for Rnode Island Housing and have known Jeff for nearly
fifteen years. We met duzing his work with Rhode Island Legal Serivces when we were both

involved in a lawsuit seeking to prserve an affordable housing development. We contined
to have professional dealings during his time with the Federal Bankruptcy Coust in
Proviiden_ce and his cuttent consumer-focused practice.

- Throughout his career Jeff has been involved in public service activities in the truest sense
of the word.. He has been a passionate advocate for wotking families and those who
sometimes struggle to get by, Jeff has demonstrated 2 commitment to ensuting that
everyone be treated fairly and with respect. '

- Jeff 15{3 a man of integtity, intelligence and judgment. He has the skills, character and

tempetament to sexve as Solicitor of a City as vibrant and diverse as Providence. Tam
confident that he is mote than up to the challenge of this impottant posidos.

1

1 ‘éntljmsi,astically recommend Jeff’s confirmation as City Solicitor. Please feel free to
contact me at 401-457-1173 if I can provide additional information.

Very% truly youts,

. .
© Michael V, Milito
Deputy Assistant Director

44 Washington 5t., Frovidence, R{ 02903-1721 s Phone: 401 457-1234 Fax: 401 457-1136 » www.rhodeislandhousing.org




BOYAJIAN, HARRINGTON, RICHARDSON & FURNESS COUNSHLORS AT 1A

AupeN C, HARRINGTON ‘ Of Counsel
harrington@bhrlawcom ) Joun Bovapan .

PETER J. FURNESS Tel: (401) 2235550
peter@bh‘rlaw.com i

ANDREW 5. RlCH;\RDSDN
1953 - 2014

Februar§ 10, 2015

Provideﬁce Ccity Council
Providehce city Hall

25 Dorrance Street
providence, RI 02903

Re: Jeffrey Dana, ©bsdg.
Ladies énd Gentlemen:

A womaﬁ described as having “... vulnerability to financial

predators ...” lived in Little Compton and was victimized by two

predato%s from Massachusetts who, in a foreclosure rescue SCam,

chéated@her out of the equity she nad in the home her parents left

to her.?A lawyer in private practice and another lawyer from Rhode
Tsland i Legal Services represented this woman in bringing a
complaiht against the two predators and eventually against one of -
the leﬁders who obtained a mortgage on the woman’s home. BAfter
discoveiyﬁ depositions, briefs, a trial and further briefs, the

pankruptoy Judge issued a 20-page opinion in which the real estate

transfe% and fraudulent morfgage were undone, and the Two predators

were ordered tc pay the woman money which they had stoden from
her. Tﬁe Judge found the men who had victimized the woman to be

%, .. predators and classic scam artists ...”. The case probably
took between 75 and 100 hours of legal work and for the temns of

thousands of dollars of legal time spent on the case, the lawyer
representing the woman was paid $500,00. When asked why he took
the case, the lawyer responded with words to the effect of, “How
could you not take 1t2”.

I Writé this letter im support of the nbmination of Jeffrey Déna,

Eaq. ., Ehe lawyeriwho repregsented the woman from Littlie Compton, to
pe the mext -Solicitor for the City of Providence.

182 WATERMAN S_fRE‘ET. PROVIDENCE RHODE ISLAND 02906-4015 T: 401.273.9600 E: 401 273.9603




providence City Council
Fepruary 10, 2015
page 2 .

Just 1in case there 1s a question as to the connection between
successfully representing an underprivileged woman for little or
no pay and being golicitor for the City of providence, it is-this!’
respect: for the law, doing the right thing because it is the right
thing to do, and being a good lawyer. :

My principal contacts with Jeff over the last several years have
peen in my capacity as @& bankruptey trustee, including being
trustee in the case referred to above. During the years prior to
2008, Jeff was working as an attorney for Rhode Island Legal
Services and,represented.many'clients in the bankruptcy and other
courts.iI was trustee 1n several of his cases in Bankruptcy Court
and always was able to work with Jeff 1in a professional manner,
and his work on pehalf of his clients was always of a superior
gquality. ‘

Subsequéntly, during the years 7008 and 2009, Jeff was law clerk
to Judge Arthur Votolato in the Bankruptcy Court. Since that time,
T have again dealt with Jeff in his capacity as a private attorney
working for the Family Law Center of Rhode Island. He has filed
many cdses under Chapter 13 of +he Bankruptcy Code where I was
appointed trustee. Again, I always found Jeffls work to be of the
highesﬁ quality. As .ox more jmportant than that, -during all the
years tbat_l nave worked with Jeff, I’ve always been able to rely
on statements or representations he made regarding cases. If he

said he was going te do something, he unfailingly could be counted
upon to follow rhrough with those statements or representations.

T have been practicing law in the State of Rhode Island for ower
42 vyears. Dburing that period of time, I have dealt with many
lawyeré, some on a regular basis and scme on a less regular basis.
During that time you come to know those people upon‘whom you can
rely and trust, In avery instance when I have dealt with Jeff, T
nave found his statements to be nis bond. I have no question
whatsoever about either his légal apilities ox his integrity.




Provideﬁqe City Council'
Fepruary 10, 2015
Page 3

I urge you to vote favorably upon his nomination to be the next

Solicitor for the Clty of Providencs.

ou with any further information you

T would be pleased to provide y
would like.




RHODE ISLAND LEGAL SERVICES INC 56 Pine Street, Suite 400 50 Washmgmn Square

Providenee, RI 02903 Newport, BRI 02840
{(401) 274-2652 {401) 846-2264
{8o0)662-5034 (800)637-4529
FAX (401} 453-0310 FAX (401) 848-0383

February 10, 2015

Providence City Counecil

City Hall

25 Dorrance Street, Room 310
Providence, R1 02903

Dear Couneiﬁl President Aponte and Members of the City Council:

I am writingito express my unqualified support of the nomination of Jeffrey Dana, Esq, for the
position of City Solicitor of the City of Providence. Mr. Dana has my highest recommendation. He
has the character, legal experience, leadership ability and management skill necessary to successfully
serve as the next City Solicitor of the City of Providence. Ihave known Mr. Dana since he joined the
Staff of Rhoéle Island Legal Services, Inc. (RILS) in 1999 to represent victims of domestic violence.

During the tlme I have known Mr, Dana, he has demonstrated in his professional and private life that
he is of the highest ethical and moral character. He is honest, loyal, hardworking and a team player.
Mr. Dana will not allow personal feelings and beliefs to influence his judgment. Employees will find
. him to be falr, yet firm, as the City Solicitor.

Mr. Dana is an experlenced and skifled attorney recognized for his expert knowledge in several areas
of the law. He is intelligent, articulate and persuasive. Opposing attorneys and parties will find that
he is tough, courteous and maintains his composure under pressure. He has a gift for analyzing
complex legal issues, a skill that was further honed during the many hours spent reviewing legal
memoranda and collaborating in the drafting of opinions as Career Law Clerk for the Honorable
Judge Arthur N, Votolato.

In addition to his skills as an attorney, M, Dana is an experienced manager serving as Housing Law
Unit Head and later as Managing Attorney in the Consumer Law Group at RILS. His leadership
skills were further demonstrated as Chairperson of the Board of Directors of the Community Action
Partnership of Providence.

For the above reasons, as well as his legal accomplishments in the areas of public interest law and a
deep personal commitment to community service, I am quite confident Mr, Dana will excel as City
Solicitor for the City of Providence and zealously represent the interests of the City. Should you
desite to further discuss my recommendation of Mr, Dana, please do not hesitate to contact me at
(401) 274-2652, Ext. 121.

B =._..:£§ir;ca_relyh,

Robert M Bﬂl (-0 *sq
Executive Dn ectcu

i LSC

Anerie's frarmmee bar Bt Juiskes
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Date Febmary B, 2015 A

= On behalf of the Chﬂdhood Lead Actmn Pro;ect I enthumast;cally 1ecommend J' effrey
R Dana for the position- -of City Solicitor. As the Executive Director of the. Chﬂdhood Lead
" Action Project, Thave worked closely with Jeffrey ovet ttie years in 1 his capacity as 2.
" member of our board of directors. He has demonsirated exémplary. leadership having -
- served in: many foles mciudlng Chair, Viee Chair and as an active meraber of several .
boatd corimittees. In 2005, Jeff was recogmzed for his outstaﬁdmo 1eadershlp as Board BN
Cha1r w1th out annual “Beyond ’rhe Call of Duty’ award ' s BT

In my over 20 years Wlth the Chlldhood Lead Act1on PIOJeCt 1 would say w1thout L ‘_; SR

_ exaggerauon, Jefftey is.one of thie most conscientious and rehable hoard: membeg thish - S

: '. we’ve had. His attenition to detail is: outstandmg and his follotw- though on- a331gnments v j'- _’ e

. superb‘ Heis resourceful dependable and extremely supportwe Of our Work and assumed n
A Ieadersmp role n; the orgamzatlon soon aftefr Jommg the board Rt

H

The remdents of Prov1dence w111 be 80 very fortunate to haVe J effrey Dana as the next
C1ty Sohmtor I recommend hun most hlghly‘ R R DL o
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NCLC“ - BOSTON HEADQUARTERS

7 Winthrop Sguare, Bestan, MA 02110-1245

NAT!O NAL Phone: 617-542:8010 « Fax: 617-542-8028
CONSUMER L | ' WASHINGTON OFFICE
LAW ) 1001 Connecticut Avenue NW, Suite 510, Washingtan, DT 20038
CENTEER Phane: 202-452-6265 + Fax: 202-463-0462
B I S A ] WWW'HCIC‘O"E
February 6, 2015 -

Luis A. Aponte, Council President
Providence City Council

City Hall

25 Dorrance Street, Room 310
Providence, RI 02903

Re:  Jeffrey Dana
Dear Council President Aponte:

I am writing to highly recommend Jeffrey Dana for the paosition of solicitor of the City of
Providence. I have known Mr. Dana for many years, first as a colleague at Rhode Island Legal

Services. Based on my experience in working with Mr, Dana and observing him in a variety of
professional roles, I hold him in the highest regard and have no hesitation in recommending him
 for this position,

One of Mr. Dana’s greatest attributes is his ability to quickly acquire new skills and take on new
tasks. When I left RILS, Mr. Dana took over from me responsibility for representation of clients
in consumer and foreclosute cases. Although this was not an area of the law he had previously

- practiced in, he jumped right in and instantly developed expertise in handling these cases. He
even took on new challenges, obtaining an important court decision in a matter involving Rhode
Island condominium law that had not previously been litigated. I have no doubt that he will have
a rapid and seamless transition fo the solicitor position. :

Due to his great personality and ability to get along with everyone, Mr. Dana is a skilled
negotiator that is able to get parties to reach consensus. He has the ability to be forceful when

necessary, but more importantly he is able to get parties to avoid unnecessary confrontation and
find workable solutions.

Fhave also been struck by his display of intelligence and creativity in solving clients’ legal
problems, balanced appropriately by a practical sense of how best to effectively assist clients. In
my view, Mr Dana has distinguished himself as one of the premiere attorneys in Rhode Island.

I strongly recommend Mr. Dana for the position of City Solicitor. His intellectual abilities,
personal character, and work habits all make him an outstanding candidate who I have no doubt
will fully meet the important abjectives of the office. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you
have any additional questions.

Very truly yours,

~ John Rao
Staff Attorney




Commur\fty Action Pd{tnership
of Prowdence

CAHPP

02/10/15

To whom It may concern,

This letter is in support Jeff Dana heing appointed as the City Salicitor. | have had the honor of working
with Jeff for 2 % years now in his role as the President of the CAPP board. During this time I've found
him to be very passionate and committed to our residents and the work that the organization,

His assistance in transitioning the agency out of recelvership from ProCAP to CAPP was invaluable and
his leadership and presence on the board helped in the successful transformation of the agency.

I can attest to Jeff’'s commitment to Providence, its communities and residents and | believe he will carry
the same professionalism, pride and commitment in the City Solicitor position.

[f you have any questions, please don 1 hesitate to contact me at 401,273,2000 ext, 162 or
mhusband @capptl.org. '

Sincerely,

Melissa Husband, MPA

Executive Director

518 Hartford Ave., Providence, RI 02909
401,273,2000 www.cappti,org




- Melissa A. Malone, Esq.
13 Bullock Avenue
Barrington, RI 02806

Febtuary 10, 2015

Providence City Coundl, City Hall
25 Dottance Street, Room 310
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Re: Nomination of Jeffrey Dana — City Solicitor
Dear Councilors:

I am writing to offet my recommendation for ]efffey Dana for the posiion of Providence
City Solicitor. Combining a keen legal acumen with 2 demonstrated empathy for his clients,
Jeff possesses the skills necessary to setve the City of Providence with distinction and honor. ‘

The City Solicitor is tesponsible for providing the Mayor, the City Council, and various
boatds and commissions with advice pertaining to their official roles and responsibilities.
JetP's more than a decade of expetience as a lawyer with the Family Law Center provides
him with the legal background necessaty to catty out these duties accurately and with the
highest attention to detail.

Furthermore, the City Solicitor is tesponsible for representing the City in all civil actions.
Hete, Jeff's expetience both representing clients before the bankruptcy court as well as his
. time spent as 2 law cletk for Arthur N. Votolato, Jt. of the U.S. Bankruptey Coutt for the
District of Rhode Island will be of great assistance in performing this tole. Simply stated -
he understands civil litigation and how to achieve objectives.

While thete is no doubt that Jeff possesses the legal experience ficcessaty to perform the job.
of City Solicitot, it is the empathy that he has demonstrated for his chents that is perhaps his
most impressive trait. In my professional interactions with Jeff I have always been
impressed by his willingness to go the extra mile for clients facing personal challenges. T am
coniident that his ability to put the needs of his clients first and fotemost will continue and
inure to Providence’s benefit.

Jeffs legal skill, his commitment to his clients and a deep and ahiding love of Providence
would make him an excellent choice as the city’s next Solicitor. I tespectfully urge the

members of the City Council to suppott his nomination.

Vety truly youts,

M (4 A\,

Melissa A, Malone




BIOYA]IAN, HARRINGTON, RICHARDSON & FURNESS COUNSELLORS AT LAW

ALDEN C. HARRINGTON Of Counsel
harrington@bhrlaw cem JoHN BovAjlAN

Tel: (401) 223-5550
PeTER J. FURNESS &l (401) 223-555

peter@bhrlaw.com

ANDREW S, RICHARDSON
1953 - 2014

February 10, 2015

Frovidence City Council
Providence City Hall

25 Dorrance Street
Providence, RI 02903

Re: Jeffrey Dana, Esd.
Ladies and Gentlemen:

A woman described as having “... vulnerability tTo financial
predators ...” lived in Little Compton and was victimized by two
predators from Massachusetts who, 1n a foreclosure rescue scam,
cheated her out of the equity she had in the home her parents left
to her. A lawyer in private practice and ancther lawyer from Rhode
Island Legal Services represented this woman 1in Dbringing a
complaint against the twoe predators and eventually against one of
the lenders who cbtained a mortgage on the woman’s home. After
discovery, depositions, briefs, a trial and further briefs, the
Bankruptcy Judge issued a 20-page opinion in which the real estate
transfer and fraudulent morfgage were'undone, and the two predators
were ordered to pay the woman meney which they had stolen from
her. The Judge found the men who had victimized the woman to be
Y. .. predators and classic scam artists ...”. The case probably
took between 75 and 100 hours of legal work and for the tens of
thousands of dellars of legal time spent on the case, the lawyer
representing the woman was paid $500.00. When asked why he took
the case, the lawyer responded with words to the effect of, “How
could you not take 1t7?7.

I write this letter in support of the nomination of Jeffrey Dana,

Esg., the lawyergwho represented the woman erm,Little Compton, to
be the next Solicitor for the City of Providence.

182 WATERMAN S_TREET. PROVIDENCE RHODE ISLAND 02906-4013 T: 401.273.9600 F: 401 273.9605



FProvidence City Council
February 10, 2015
Page 2

Just in case there 1s a question as tc the connection between
successfully representing an underprivileged weman for little or
no pay and being Solicitor for the City of Providence, it is this:’
respect for the law, doing the right thing because it is the right
thing to deo, and being a good lawyer.

My principal contacts with Jeff over the last several years have
been in my capacity as a bankruptcy frustee, including being
trustee 1in the case referred to above. During the vyears priocr to
2008, Jeff was working as an attorney for Rhode Igsland Legal
Services and represented many clients in the bankruptcy and other
courts. I was trustee in several of his cases in Bankruptcy Court
and always was able to work with Jeff in a professional manner,
and his work on kehalf of his c¢lients was always of a superior
quality.

Subsequently, during the years 2008 and 2009, Jeff was law clerk
to Judge Arthur Vetolato in the Bankruptcy Court. Since that time,
I have again dealt with Jeff in his capacity as a private attorney
working for the Family Law Center of Rhode Island. He has filed
many c¢ases under Chapter 13 of the Bankruptcy Code where T was
appeointed trustee. Again, I always found Jeff’s work to be of the
highest quaiity. As or more important than that, during all the
yvears that I have worked with Jeff, I've always been able to rely
on statements or representations he made regarding cases. I1f he
sald he was going to do something, he unfailingly could be counted
upon to follow through with those statements or represenlations.

I have been practicing law in the State of Rhode Island for over
42 vyears. During that period of time, I have dealt with many
lawyers, soms on a regular basis and some on a less regular basis:
During that time you come to know those people upon whom you can
rely and trust. In every instance when I have dealt with Jeff, I
have found his statements to be his bond. I have no question
whatsocever about either his legal abilities or his integrity.




Providence City Council
February 10, 2015
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I urge you to vote favorably upon his nomination to be the next
Soliciter for the City of Providence. '

I would be pleased to provide you with any further information you
would like.

JOK

JB/mah
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. To Prov1dence Clty Councﬂ

From ‘Roberta Hazen Aaronso, Executlve Dlrector et
R '~ Childhood Lead Action PI‘O]eCt o R

- Subject: Recommendatlon of § effrey Dana for C1ty Sohc1tor

a ‘Date February6 2015 -

= l{ - .':On behalf of the Chlldhood Lead Actlon PrOJect T enthu51ast1ca11}r recommend I effrey
... Dana for the p031t10n of City Solicitor. As the Executlve Director of the Childhood Lead

- “Act1on Project, Thave worked closely vith T effrey over the’ years inl h1s capac1ty asa
" member of our board of directors; He hag demonstrated. exemplary leadersh1p having

© served in many roles including Chan‘ Vice Chair and as an active member of several’

' "'board comrmttees In 2005, Jeff was recognized | for his outstandlng 1eadersh1p as Board

e V_ : Chalr w1th our annual “B eyond the CaH of Duty” award

e In my vef 20 years Wlth the Chzldhood Lead Actlon PIOJect I Would say Wlthout

exaggeratlon ¥ effrey is one ‘of the most consmentlous and reliable board ‘member that E "
we’ve had. His attention to detail'is outstandmg and his follow- though on a531gnments
: superb’ He is resourcefil, dependable and extremely supportlve of our work. and assumed

. a leadershlp r01e in the orgamzatlon soon after Jomlng the board

A*.-The re51dents of Prov1dence Wlll be S0 Very fortunate to have J effrey Dana as the next
“City § Sohc1tor I recommend him most hlghly1 | : S - L

- Jeffreyﬁana_ X

1192 WESTMINSTER STREET PROVIDENCE R1029o9 . 401 785 1310 . Fa.x 401 941 8156 3



A A&
RHODE ISI_AN D LEGAL SERVICES s INC 56 Pine Street, Suite 400 50 Washington Square

Providence, RI 02903 Newport, RI 02840
(401) 274-2652 (401) 846-2264
(800)662-5034 {8o0)637-4529
FAX (401) 453-0310 FAX (401) 848-0383

February 10, 2015

Providence City Council

City Hall

25 Dorrance Street, Room 310
Providence, RI 02903

Dear Council President Aponte and Members of the City Council:

1 am writing to express my unqualified support of the nomination of Jeffrey Dana, Esq. for the
position of City Solicitor of the City of Providence. Mr. Dana has my highest recommendation. He
has the character, legal experience, leadership ability and management skill necessary to successfully
serve as the next City Solicitor of the City of Providence. I have known Mr. Dana since he joined the
Staff of Rhode Island Legal Services, Inc. (RILS) in 1999 to represent victims of domestic violence.

During the time I have known Mr. Dana, he has demonstrated in his professional and private life that
he is of the highest ethical and moral character. He is honest, loyal, hardworking and a team player.
Mr. Dana will not allow personal feelings and beliefs to influence his judgment. Employees will find
him to be fair, yet firm, as the City Solicitor.

Mr. Dana is an experienced and skilled attorney recognized for his expert knowledge in several areas
of the law. He is intelligent, articulate and persuasive. Opposing attorneys and parties will find that
he is tough, courteous and maintains his composure under pressure. He has a gift for analyzing
complex legal issues, a skill that was further honed during the many hours spent reviewing legal
memoranda and collaborating in the drafting of opinions as Career Law Clerk for the Honorable
Judge Arthur N. Votolato.

In addition to his skills as an attorney, Mr. Dana is an experienced manager serving as Housing Law
Unit Head and later as Managing Attorney in the Consumer Law Group at RILS. His leadership
skills were further demonstrated as Chairperson of the Board of Directors of the Community Action
Partnership of Providence,

For the above reasons, as well as his legal accomplishments in the areas of public interest law and a
deep personal commitment to community service, I am quite confident Mr, Dana will excel as City
Selicitor for the City of Providence and zealously represent the interests of the City. Should you
desire to further discuss my recommendation of Mr. Dana, please do not hesitate to contact me at
(401) 274-2652, Ext. 121.

' £
Robert M. Barge,/Esq.
Executive Director

i l I
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B

Amerias’s Poroer Far goel Justica



321 South Main St., 20 Floor
Providence, Rl 02903
0. 401.457.7700 1. 401.457.7708

‘MotleyRice’

LLC

ATTORMEYS AT LAW
Robert J. McConnell

www.molleyrice.com . .

Y Licensed in MA, RI

"I will stand for my client's rights. : direct: 401.457.7703
tarmn a frial lawyer.” bmcconnel@motleyrice.com

—Ron Motiey (1944-2013)

- February 6, 2015

Providence City Council
City Hall

25 Dorrance St., Room 310
Providence, RI 02903

RE: Jeffrey Dana
Dear City Council Members:

I am writing to highly recommend Jeffrey Dana for the position of Providence City
Solicitor. I am a partner with the Motley Rice law firm and I have béen a practicing attorney and
resident of the City of Providence for over 25 years.

1 first met Jeff well over a deéade ago when he worked for Rhode Island Legal Services.
We worked together on issues involving childhood lead poisoning. I was impressed greatly by
his legal skills and acumen as well as his obvious compassion for underprivileged children and
their families.

. I have stayed in touch With Jeff over the years and I know that he is very highly regarded
in‘the Rhode Island legal community. I have also referred Jeff clients of mine for his legal
assistance and expertise. He is a first rate lawyer. In addition to his legal skills I also know Jeff
to be an extremely forthright and honest individual. This special combination of exceptional
character and exceptional legal skills will help Jeff to be a terrific solicitor for the city. I urge

you strongly to confirm him to this position.
Very truly yours,

G
Robert J, McConnell

RIM/seh
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