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January 24, 1975•

To The Honorable Vincent A. Cianci, Jr., S~ayor and
The Honor~.ble Council of the Ci~y of Providence

JOHN L_ McE~.ROY

CLERK

LOUISE ALMON

DEPUTY CLERK

The ~'ollawing is a report ior th.e ac~ivities of the office
of the probate court of the Cit~ of ProsJzdenee for fiscal ~ear
starting July l, 1973 to June 30, 197~..

Receipts £or this period were ~57,025.73. 9 decline of
$5,000.00 from tho ~b2,517,88 which was collected in the fiscal

~ear 19?2-1q73. As of I~ecember 27, 1974 we have collected
25,596.31~.; basin~ the figures on the same computati.on as last
year the receipts should be in the neighborhood of $50,000,00
f or next ~ear.

Durin~; the past f3scal year there was $2l~.,091•43 collected
and placed in registry accounts. Al1 of the money collec~ed
this ~ear was placed in accoun~s for absentees and unl~mown heirs.
There was no mone~ deposited this year for the benefit of minors.

There were 13 wills d~livered to the Probate Couri for
saf e keeping. These wills are kept in the Probate Court vault
until the testator dies, withdraws the same or the will is of-
fered for proba~e. lhese documents a.r~ not public records.

~Te~r cases filed in this period amounted to 751. Theg
were broken dozan. as follows: 6~ills 361, 191 administrations,
68 guardianships, 5 registry accounts, 1 adoption, 5 foreigra.
wills, 3 pe-titions for receivorships, 32 conservatorships, and
85 petitions for change of name. This is an increase in. the
o~er-all case load from the 727 filed las-~ year to the 751 filed
this year.

Durin~ the past year there were 2291 doeuments presented
to t,,h.e Court for action by the Judge or tne elerk. Included
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were 218 annu.al accoun~s filed by guardians and conservators and
29~. final accounts of executors, admini.strators and guardi.ans
all which were processed by the staff of ~his Court and acted on
by the Judge.

There were 190 affidavits of complete administration which
were file d during this period for Vahich no filing fee is required.
Under the new las x~assed by the Gener~.l Assembly an affidavit of
complete administration may be filed in. lieu of an aecount provided
~hat a receiptod f~a.neral bill, state tax release, receipts from
all clr~imants an.d reloases or receipts from each heir or legaL-ee
under the Will must be attached ~o the affidavit.

There were ,~06 inven~tories filed during this neriod and
2?9 miscllaneous ~etitions and 75 petitions for sale of real
estate whieh were ae~ed on by the Court.

The law requires notices of the appointments of e~rer~
executor or administration to be forwarded to the tax division
of the State of Rhode Island and this year there were 566 notices
sent and which the~ rei.mburse the Court 15~ a piece.

Our staff has been continuing to ty~pe the necessar;~ informa-
tion fror~ the index cards from the veriod 1925 -- 1970 to cr~ate
a eombined index for that period of 45 years. This involves about
t}0,~~0 cases and -typing of somewhat in excess of t~5:000 names.
This work is being done bg our staff without requiring additional
personnel. It is hoped that during this fisal year that this work
will be completec~ and that they can bs put into book forrn.

The mierofilming of our records is continuin.g by ou~ office
staff and durin; the past year approximatelg 50 rolls were com-
plated and there were about 135 cases per roll.

Respectfully submi.tted,

John L. McElroy
Cl erk
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