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PROBATE COURT OF THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
RHODE lSLAND }anuary 28 2 01 0

To The Honorable David N. Cicilline, Mayor :and :
The Honorable C1ty Councﬂ of Prov1denee

Re: Annual Report of the Operatlon of the C;ty of Prov;dence Probate Court for the ﬁscai year
commencing July 1, 2008 through June 30, 2009 " .

Subm1tted herein for your mfonnanon is a statistical and adrmnlstratwe overview of the
operations of the Probate Court for the above referenced period. SR :

Recezpts for thls fiscal period were $199 552.71.

Durmg ‘this penod ‘the Court staff received 389 new ﬁhngs for decedent estates 'i“he
breakdown for these estates is as follows:

147 res1dent Wills and 6 Fore1gn Wﬂls (out of state
. Jmsdletlons) .
% .05 Administrations of Deeedent estates (no w111) .
= - 37 Voluntary Informal Executors- small estates (wzth aw111) B

" DEPUTY CLERK

= 75 Voluntary Infonnai Admlmstratlons~ smaﬂ estates (no e

o will);?
w32 wills were filed aliegmg 1o assets upon theh the w1li
operates upon4

- -_"- -3 wills filed by attomeys ailegmg the testator “deceased” (no R
 further action, filed in comphance Wlth Rhede Island General“_' S '

: _ Laws)

Guard1ansh1p Petltaons both for. adults and minors, contmue to generate Consistent eourt
activity, with the statutory clerical responsibilities. associated therein. The actual number of new .
guardmnsths and/or temporary guardianships granted by the Court for the fiscal year was 128
These all required hearings; many of these were contested matters, WIth extended court :
proeeedmgs SRR

Sy

! Tn addition, 9 Custedianships were ﬁied centemporaneousiy w1th etther 4 wﬂl or acirmmstratzon petztlon

? Although formal hearings are not required for these cases, Court staff is required to review, collect filing fees and
maintain a record of these estates; the Judge must review each of these. . This process allows families to distribute
decedent estates of $15,000.00 or less in value without a formal Probate proceeding. : -
* Although formal hearings are not required for these cases, Court staff is required to review, colleet filing fees and -
maintain a record of these estates; the Judge st review each of these. This process-allows famzhes to distribute -
decedent estates of $15,000.00 or less in value mthout a formal Probate preceedmg '
4 Fees are collected for these filings. R

* No fees are collected on these matters. .

¢ A fair number of Guardzansi’up cases are blought under the “State Good Samantan” statute for whxeh ﬁhng feesare '+ o
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" The Court docket has approxxmately 738 actlve adult’ and minor guardxanshlps an area e
of the Court’s }unsdictxon that eontmues to expand because of czty and sta‘ie demo graphics.

 Court staff is statutoniy requu‘ed to monltor both the submlssmn of annual status reports

for adult guardians (for certain minor guardians- as well, when ordered by the Judge) and azmual o

accounts for estates for which a ﬁnancml guarchan has been appomted

Status reports are presently entered on an in house computer system devxsed with' City
computer persormel to insure their timely filing. The office reviewed 326 status reports, but more k
may have been processed, since these do not generally reqmre formal heanngs but must be
entered in the Court system : - e R

Guardxan Accounts are rev;ewed ‘by staff and heard by the J udge duﬁng regular court’
sessions. Staff continues to- 1mp1ement Jegal procedures when a guardxan does not compiy thh
either of these statutory mandates to insure comphanee -

Pro’oate Court has }urlsdlctzon for adult and minor name changes prov1ded both parents of
the minor agree on the change.. These reqmre processing by Court staff, and assistancetothe -~ .-
public in completing the forms. (Most petitioners seeking name changes are not represented by -
legal coumsel.) Court staff, before any hearing before the judge, normally requests from the Pohoe :
Department a statement as to whether the adult person seeking the name change has a criminal
record; after court heanngs 78 name change petitions were granted. :

The Court has _}unsdlctlon for adult adoptlons, most also mvolve aname change there
were 2 adult adoptions granted ‘ -

In the normal course of its operauon, NUMErous petmons and motions were processed and
heard by the Court: , : : :
34 petitions for sale of real estate;

2 petitions to re-open prevmusly closed estates

: 10 appointments of “successor fiduczanes '
3 petitions to remove fiduciaries;

- 6 resignations of fiduciaries; -

* ‘.

o _matters

356 Miscellaneous Petztzons coﬁcermng Various procedural factual or fee R e

Vanous ﬁduaary acconnts in addltzon to Guardlan’s Accounts as requlred by Statute of o

the Judge, were processed and reviewed for- accuracy and detail by the Court staff the Judge acted
on 108 accounts durmg this past year. _ N o :

Statutonly allowed Affidavxts of Complete Admimstratioﬂ were subm1tted to close- 128 -

decedent estafes; these require detail scrutmy by Court staff before acceptmg them as complete..

Five (5) new Reglstry Aecounts were ‘opened dunng thls ﬁscal year One (1) Registry 2
Account totaling $4,867.98 was opened for an absentee heir; unless claimed this will escheat to-the -
State of Rhode Island after one (1) year pursuant to RIGL. Three (4) new Reg1stry Accounts, -




totaling $50, 227. 92 were. opened for mmors and wﬁl be dlsbursed as soon es the minors reaeh
majority, after appropriate court hearing. 7
The total Registry Account balance for the end of the ﬁscal year was $2{}8 543. 00
comprised of absentee and minor- accounts. The staff, under my supervision, reviews all bank
statements and keeps track of balances of these accounts on an m—house computer system.-

242 mventones for ﬁduclary estates were processed by staff These are aH rev1ewed for |
accuracy and oonformﬁy to Court orders and R.LG. L o

All statutory fees were- calculated and collected relative to Probate Court operatlons :

Cash is not accepted (except for minimal copy charges) for any ‘probate fees, filings, and -
the like. All deposits are made through the Tax Collectors Office, in comphance with procedures:
established by the City Controlier s ofﬁoe, to- msure accurate accounting of all Cou:ft funds

As part of the regular and ordmary operahon of the court, cases requiring statutory hotige o

in the newspaper are assembled and transm1tted weekly by staff to the Prov1dence Journal.

Gnardlan ad them appomtments for adult guardmnshlps are assi gned and forwarded
according 1o a rotating list, to the next in line. Other tasks required by RIGL. were compieted in o
comphance with the &ppropnate statute(s) These include: :

e Transmittal of State Tax certiﬁcates for each’ decedent estate to the Rhode Island T :

Division of Taxation: -
° Guard1an notices to compiy ‘oy ﬁlmg status reports and accounts

Court Staffis presenﬂy mvolved n to 1mplement the Iatest Probate computer soﬁware to .
facilitate the probate records system from docketing to deadline. ‘The continued support of the -
City Council and administration in the budget process is most apprematwe to achieve this goal of o
modernization of court records and processes. Work is also being done on:a regular bas1s with the
systemn vendor to ehmmate all manual typemtmg by the department.

All Court personnel mcludmg the Cierk and Judge continue to insure the comphance by R e

attorneys/fiduciaries of Court orders.
- Ultimately, automation. ‘of our docket system will greatly facﬂltate this actzvzty and
assurediy will increase comphance with these mandates, which is the Court s ultzmate goal

Probate Court continues to be commltted to excellence to prov1de the best service and
forum for C1ty Taxpayers in an efficient, cost effective manner. o :

Respectfully Submitteds
ol

Rt "W\’ COUNC!L

Paul V. Jabour, Eg _
Probate Clerk PVIén

7 Either for a minor guardian ship or as 2 ‘distribution’ under’a Decedent’s estate, -




