THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

- No. 384

Approved  June 26, 1980

WHEREAS, Afghanistan, Pakistan and Iran produced over
1,500 metric. tons of opium last year, more..than double. the -

amount just three years ago, and -

WHEREAS, Approx1mately 1,000 of those:: tons will ‘be .

sold on.:the 1nternat10nal market,'lncludlng ‘the United States,and

WHEREAS, . The ‘political. turmoil in. those. three .countries
has severeIY‘limitethhe:ability'of;theirngévernments.toﬁrespondv

- to. the problems, and -

WHEREAS,. Heroin ‘addiction :in Rhode :Island has increased
jin:the”past=year«and,thegpurity'ofhheroin:onPRhode;Islandfsvstreets_

has reportedly increased, and

WHEREAS,. United States Attorney Geéneral Benjamin Civiletti
predicts. that Providence ‘and other Northeast: -urban centers face 'a
'floOdjof:cheap,,potent'heroiniand_a~resultantyincrease;inwheroin:

addiction, -and -

WHEREAS,'Heroin'addictionﬁis.one'of'the‘most:destructive.

~ problems: éver: encountered in: the ‘United States,. creatlng street

Lo Y
R

- crime, moral ‘decay. and death,

" NOW, - .'THEREFOR'E_ r- BE IT RESOLVED,. That the ‘City Council of .
- the 'City of 'Providence:urges. the federal ‘government. to. take -all
possibie.steps.to:end,this horror, including ‘increased funding for -

drug.preventionWandjdrug:addictionhprograms,and;

BE IT-FURTHER RESOLVED,: That. the' Federal Government increase
. the ‘activities of..the ‘Drug'Enforcement Administration SO as. to stop

.the:flOw_ofcheroinfinto_theLUnitedjStates,-and1

BE 'IT.FURTHER RESOLVED,. That:a copy of 'this Resolution be
- sent. . to Attorney General Civiletti, President Carter and all ‘members

.othhe:RhodeﬂIsland;CongressionalfDelegation.
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President Jimmy Carter
The White House Office
1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President,

July 2,

1980

Enclosed is certified cooy of Resolution Number 384, trans-
mitted to the City Council by Councilman Kenneth E. Snowden, having
been approved by His Honor the Mayor, the same being self explana-

tory.

Very truly yours,

Rose M. Mendonca,
City Clerk.
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"UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION
Washington, D.C. 20537

JUL 22 1980

Ms. Rose M. Mendonca

City Clerk

Department of the City Clerk
City Hall

Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Dear Ms. Mendonca:

~Your recent letter to the President of the United States

was referred to the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA).

~Your letter transmitted a copy of Resolution Ne.. 384 which
states in ‘part "Be it further resolved, that ‘the Federal

Government increase the activities of the Drug Enforcement
Administration sO as to stop the flow of heroin into the
United States.

DEA shares your concern regarding the 1mpend1ng threat of
increased trafficking of Southwest Asian heroin inteo the
United States. For the first time in more than 3% years,

the heroin purity indicatoer has moved upward indicating an
increase in the overall availability of heroin in the United
States. :

Throughout 1979 Western Europe served as a 'sponge,' ab-
sorbing the 1ncreased productlon of Southwest Asian heroin
productien. Despite sincere attempts by the European Govern-
ment to centrol this problem, the situatioen has continued to

worsen., . It is feared that the European market will soon be

saturated leading to increased trafficking of Southwest Asian

" heroin into the United States.

Given the magnitude of these possible developments, the ques-
tion then becomes, ''What plans are there for ceping with this
new presence and accelerating problem?" Unfortunately, there
are no easy answers. '




The United States Government has developed initiatives to
attack the Southwest Asian heroin problem. The Administration
is maklng the Southwest Asian heroin effort a high prierity
and is coordinating efferts of the Departments of Justice,
State, Treasury, Defense, and Health and Human Services.

On February 28, 1980, President Carter and Atterney General
Civiletti heosted approximately 120 law enforcement efficials
including all State Attoerneys General and several police chiefs
and prosecutors. At this meéting, a 5-point pregram addressing
the threat of Southwest Asian heroin was discussed with these
enforeement officials and their cooperation and part1c1pat10n ‘
were encouraged.

DEA has:established the Speeial Action Office/Seuthwest Asian
herein.. SAO/SWA, as this office is known, was established to
meet the imposing threat of renewed heroin productien, trans-
shipment, and trafficking in and frem Europe, the Middle East,
and parts of Southwest Asia's oepium producing countries. SAQ/
SWA will address this serious situation on beth the European
and North American continents in a coordinated and directed
high-prierity enforcement effort.

DEA will continue to place a high prierity on intelligence and
enforcement activities - internatienally and domestically - and
is fully committed to redueing the availability of Southwest
Asian hereoin in the United States. The tetal efforts of all
eoncerned U.S. and European elements, however, can only be
fully effeetive if these efforts, along with those of Pakistani
and Afghan offieials, result in increased narcotics control at
the source.

I hope the above infermatien will be of value to you.
Sincérely,

sty yYloiid for

Peter B. Bensinger
Administrator
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August 20, 1980

Mrs, Rose Mendonca
City Clerk
Providence City Hall
Providence, RI 02903

Dear Mrs. Mendonca:

Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter I received
from Mr. Peter B. Bensinger, Administrator of the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration relative to the City Council Resolu-
tion 384,

I trust the members of the Council will find it responsive

to their concerns.
Sincerely, ///‘i/f:z;“vﬂ,ﬂ///,

Edward P. Beard
Member of Congress

EPB:JDR/mp
Enclosure
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The Honorable

Edward P. Beard

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Mr. Beard:

This is in response to your recent letter to the Drug
Znforcement Administration (DEA), which forwarded a
letter from your constituent Ms. Rose M. Mendonca of
the Providence, Rhode Island City Council. In her
letter, Ms. Mendonca transmitted a copy of Resolution
Mo. 384 which states in part '"Be it further resolved
that the Federal Government increase the activities of
the Drug Enforcement Administration so as to stop the
flow of heroin into the United States..."

DEA shares your concern regarding the impending threat of
increased trafficking of Southwest Asian heroin into the
United States. TFor the first time in more than 3% years,
the heroin purity indicator has moved upward indicating an
increase in the overall availability of heroin in the United
States. ST T '

wroughout 1979, Western Europe served as a ''sponge,' ab-
sorbing the increased production of Southwest Asian heroin
production. Despite sincere attempts by the European Govern-
ment to control this problem, the situation has continued to
worsen. It is feared that the European market will soon be

saturated, leading to increased. trafficking of Southwest Asian
heroin into the United States. .

Given the magnitude of these possible developments; the ques-
tion then becomes, ''What plans are there for coping with this

new presence and accelerating problem?"” Unfortunately, there
are noO easy answers. S
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The United States Government has developed initiatives to
attack the Southwest Asian heroin problem. The Administration
is making the Southwest Asian heroin effort a high priority
and is coordinating efforts of the Departments of Justice,
State, Treasury, Defense, and Health and Human Services.

On February 28, 1980, President Carter and Attorney General
Civiletti hosted approximately 120 law enforcement officials
including all State Attorneys General and several police chiefs
and prosecutors. At thils meeting, a 5-point program addressing
the threat of Southwest Asian heroin was discussed with these
enforcement officials and their cooperation and participation
were encouraged.

DEA has established the Special Action Office/Southwest Asiean
heroin. SAO/SWA, as this office is known, was established to
meet the imposing threat of renewed heroin production, trans-~
shipment, and trafficking in and from Europe, the Middle East,
and parts of Southwest Asia's oplum producing countries. SAO0/
SWA will address this serious situation on both the European
and North American continents in a coordinated and directed
high~priority enforcement effort.

DEA will continue to place a high priority on intelligence and
enforcement activities - internationally and domestically - and
is fully committed to reducing the availability of Southwest
Asian heroin in the United States. The total efforts of all
concerned U.S. and European elements, however, can only be
fully effective if these efforts, along with those of Pakistani
and Afghan officials, result in increased narcotics control at
the source.

I trast the above information will be of walue to you in
responding to Ms, Mendonca. If I may be of further assist-
ance, please do not hesitate to call.

- Sincerely,
&

T B¢ Pensinggr
Administrator




