
THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDfNCE PLANTA7tON5

RESOLUTION OF TH E CITY ~ COU NCI L
NA. 384

Approued J u n e 2 6, 19 8 0

WHEREAS, Afghan,istan; Pakistan~and.Iran produ~ed:over.

1_,500: metri~c. tons. :of: .opium last. ~year,. mo-re.:than double- the

amou:n_t just.three~.years ago, and ~

WHEREAS, Approximately ~,:000: of.those-..toris wi1T be.

sold on.•the:.in~ernatiorial m.arket; includ.ing-the.rJnited States,and ,

WHEREFi5, . TYie .polit.ical. turmoil; in. tho.se. three :coun~~~i~es

has severely limited.the:ability of..their:governmen~s_to respond

to.the.prab:lems, and

WHEREAS,. Her.oin ~addict.ion` ,in RYiode. _IsZand has increased

in_ the .past ye.ar ~and..the :purity :of .heroin ,on R.hode .Island's, streets

has reportedly increased, and

WHEREAS,.United States Attorney General Benjamin Ci;vi.let:ti

• predicts.that-Prov:idence.and other;Nort~heast_urban cen~ers,face.a

fZood of: cheap, potent~her.oin and a resultant.~increase:.in heroin

addiction; and

WHEREAS, Heroin add.ic;tion`is. one.of.~.the most des.tructi~e

prob:l.ems: .euer= eneounter.ed: in ;the,:Urii~ed States,. creating. street ~
yii .

crime, moral de_cay_and. death,
, ; •

NOW, ::THEREFORE;: BE :IT .RESOLVED, ~ TYiat. ~ the .City Council of

the.City ,of.Providence::urges.the,.federal governmen~:.to.ta.ke:all

pos;sib].e st:eps. to: end. this hor:ror,~_ i.nclud.i.ng: in-a~eased funding; far
`,
'• drug p~eventiori and drug ad_d:ictiori progr.ams,and

,.
' BE IT:FURTHER.RESOLVED,:TYiat.the:Federal Government a~ncrease

the .activities ,of..the Drug.' Eriforcement ~Administra.tiori so :as. to stop

the,.fl:ow of heroi:n.in~o.the:.United States, and

BE`~.IT:.FURTHER RESOL~ED, ~ TYiat ~a copy of: this Resol.ut,iori be

se.n~.to Att.orney Genera~l Ci;viletti, Presi.dent Carter. and all members

of. the :Rhode, Island :Congressiorial De~:egat.ion.
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July 2, 1980

President Jimmy Carter
The ~lhite House Office

; 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue
Washington, D.C. 20500

Dear President,

Enclosed is certified copy of Resolution Number 384, trans-
I
' mitted to the City Council by Councilman Renneth E. Snowden, having

~ been approved by His Honor the ~layor, the same being self explana-

~ tory.

Very truly yours,

Rose 1~. Mendonca,
City Clerk. "
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
DRUG ENFORCEMENT ADMINISTRATION
Washington, D.C. 20537

J~1L 2 2 i9~

Ms. Rose TZ. Mendonca
, City Clerk

Department of the City Clerk
City Ha11
Providence, Rhode Island 029.03
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Dear Ms. Mendonca:

Your recent letter to the President of the United States
was referred to the Drug Enforcernent Administration (DEA).
Your letter transmitted a copy of Resolution No..384 which
states in part "Be 'it further resolved, that the Federal
Government increase the activities of the Drug Enforcement
Administration so as to stop the flow of heroin into the
United States..." ~

DEA shares your concern regarding the impending threat of
increased trafficking of Southwest Asian heroin into the
United State.s. For~the first time~in more than 32 years,
the heroin purity indicator has moved upward indicating an
increase in the overall availability of heroin in the United
States.

Throughout 1979, ~lestern ~urope served as a'°sponge,'° ab-
sorbing the increased production of Southwest Asian heroin
production. Despite.sineere attempts by the European Govern-
ment to control this problem, the situation has continued to
worsen. It is feared that the European market will soon be
saturated, leading to.increased trafficking of Southwest Asian
heroin into the ITnited States. ~

Given the magnitude of these possible developments, the ques-
tion theri becomes, "What plans are there for copin.g with this
new presence and accelerating problem?" Unfortunately, there
are no easy answers.



The United States Government has developed initiatives to
attack the Southwest Asian heroin problem. The Pdministration
is making the Southwest Asian heroin effort a high priority

~ and.is coordinating efforts of the Departments of Justice,
State,.Treasury, Defense, and health and ~Iuman Services.

On February 28, 1980, President Carter and Attorney General
Civiletti hosted approximately 120 law eriforcement officials

•• including all State Attorneys General and several police chiefs
and prose.cutors. At this meeting, a 5-point program addressing
the threat of Southwest Asian heroin was discussed with these

' enforcemerit officials and their cooperation and participation ~
were ericouraged. .

D~A has.established tne Special Action Office/Southwest Asian
heroin.. SAO/SWA,,as this offiee is known, was established to
meet the imposing threat of renewed heroin production, trans-
shipment, and trafficking. in an~ from Europe, the I~iddle East,

' and parts of Southwest Asia's opium producing. countries. SAO/
~ SWA will address this serious situation on both the European

and North American continents in a coordinated and directed
high-priority enforcement effort.

DE~ will continue to~place a high priority on intelligence and
enforcement activities.- internationally and domestically - and
is ful~ly co~itted to reducing the availability of Southwest
Asian heroin in the United States. The total efforts of all
concerned U.S. and European elements, however, can only be
fully effective if these efforts, along with.those of Pakistani
and Afghan offieials, result in increased nareotics control.at
the source.

I hope the above information will be of value to you.

~incerely,

~~~~~~a,~/ G~ ̀j/~22 %~

Peter B. Bensinger
Administrator
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EDWARD P. BEARD
Yo D~srn~cr. RHooe Isunp

M 6MBERs

GOMMITTEEONEOUCATIONAND ~o~gre~~ ~~iteb ~t~t~~LABOR ot t~e
BtlBCOMMITTEE ON SELECT EDUGTION

CHAIRMAN[
~ot~ace of ~e~re~e~tari~e~

SUBCOMMITTEE OPV LABOR STAtdDARDS S~}~(~{tt/~, ~~~~ 
I)O~~JYIYN~..y ~~.. !i

August 20, 1980

'Mrs, Rose Mendonca
City~ C1erk
Providerice City Hall
Providence, RI' 02903

Dear Mrs. Mendonca:

W~s~nrarcH o~nce:
191 C~rawN House OFFlee Bun,ntHo

W~uwron, D.C. 20815
(202) 22`3-2785

D~srn~cr Or~ce:
S07 Pos1 O~cce Arwmc

Pteo~nDs~+eE, RHODE ISurro 02901
(401) 528-4861

Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter I received
from Mr. Peter B. Bensinger, Administrator of the U.S. Drug
Enforcement Administration relative to the City Council Resolu-
tion 384.

I trust the members of the Council will find it responsive
to their concerns.

Sincerely,

/.

Edward P. Beard
Member of Congress

EPB;JDR/mp
' Enclos~ure

f
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~~~ s~onarable
i~dwarci P. Beard
U.S. I~ou.~e of Represeniati~res
~~as~ington, D.C. 2053.5

~~ar ~ir . ~3eara :

This is in response to ~au~ recent 2etter to t~.e 33ru~
Ln~'orce~ri~nt t~~.~ini~tra~ion ~DEA} , ~rt3ich frrcaarded a
3.et~~r £rczn your constituent Ms , Rose i~~. I~.endonca of
~:he ~'~~vic~ex~c~, Riaode Islan~ City Gouncil. ~n her
1e~t~r, T~s. ~endonca ~rans~it~ed a copy of R~solu~ion
T~~o. ~84 ~ahicn sta~es ir~ par~G "B~ 3.t fu~~her resolved .
~~.at the Federal Covern~ent in~rease th~ activities of
the ~3ru~; ~nf~rc~r~eni: Ac~mi~.~stration so as to stop ~~iE
~ia~~ o~ heroa.n into the Uz~.ited S 4at~s ...„

I~~~. si~.ares ~rour co~.cerrz regar~ing th~ i~r~~ending ~C~.rea~ oi'
i.1~.cr~as~d ~~raf~icking Q~' S~u~h~aest Asia~. heroin intQ ~he
Uni~ea ~tates. %'or th~ first ~i~e i~. more ~han 32 yea~s,
~h~: iieroi.n ~uri~ST ~.ndi~atoz has m.r~ve~. upward indicatixz~ an
inc~:~ase in ~he overall availab'~.lzty a~ ,1~eroi~. in th~ t3nited
S~~.tes . . ~

~l~rou~ia.o~u~ 1379, ~r7~stern Eurape served as a"sponge,'` ~b-
sort~Zng the increased ~roduction o~ ~outl~~~est ~~sian he~oin
pro~3ucti.on. Lespite sincer~ atter.~pts by th~ ~~urop~an Gavern-
~~r_t ~o eontroi t~zis ~roblem, the situa~ion has continue~. ~o
wor~e~~. I~ is f~ared tha~ the ~urop~an ~arket wi1l soon b~
~atura~ed, ~,~ading to ~.~.creased. trafficki~.g o~ Srut2~wes~ Asian
heroin into tn.e Urzitecl Sta~es ..

~i.ven ~he magni~ude o~ thes~ passi.ble deve3op?~~nts, tn~ ques-
taon ~her~ becornes, °►~v~~at plar~,r are ~there for ~,opin~ with th.is
new presen~e and accelerating~ prab7.e~a?" Unfortunately, tl2e~e
~.re no ~asy ~nsw~rs . ~• ~



~h.e ~nit~~ S~at~~ ~overnme~t has dev~~o~e~ initia~i~~s ~o
at~ack t~e Sou~h~~st 4sian h~r-a~n grQblem. 'I'he Adminis~ratio~
ic maki~~ the South~~est Asi~n ~~roin effar~ a h~gh ~ri~r~~~
and is coflr~~nating e~~or~~ o~ ~he Depart~~nts ~£ Jus~ie~,
S~a~e, irea~ur~, ~efens~, a~d ~~~Ith and ~uyan Servi~es.

4n ~~bru~.~~ 2~, 19~~, Px~siden~ Car~er an~ ~~~~~ney :~~~ra1
Civile~~~ ~gs~ed a~pr~~imate~y i20 law e~~~~cemen~ o~~icial~
~.nc~u~i~~ aI1 ~~a~e ~~~orneys G~neral a~d severa~ police chi~f~
~~~d p~osecut~rs, At t~is meetin~, a 5-~oi~~ pr~~r~~~ ~d3r~ss~ng
~~:e tl~r~a~ of Sout~Urest .A.sian he~oi.n was ~.iscu~s~d w~.~h t~~ese
~nfvrcemerz~ of£icia~.s arid ~he~.r coapera~~ c~n a~~~ par~~ei.~:a~i.flr~
were ~n.caura~ed.

i}~. has ~s~ablish~d ~~.e Speciai i~ction O:Efice/Southwest f~sie.z~.
Yae~a~.n. SAa/Si~~.A., a~ ~ni.s o~'fic~ ~s k~ow~, wa~ es~a~li~he~. ~to
~~~t the zmposin~ threat of re~.~~eci heroin produc~ic~~, ~r~ss~
~hi~m~nt, and ~raific?~ing i~ a~ci from Eurape, ~he Mi~id~.e ~~.st,
a~.d par~s +~f Sa~~hcyest As~.a' s t~pium producin,~ coun~r~.e~ . ~~fl/
SW1~ w~.~,1 address tha~s ser~ous si~uation an both the Tur~a~ean
a~3.c~ ~vv~~h A.~erican cQntinents i*-~ a coord~nai:ed and da.r~c~ed
hi~h~p~it~r3~~~ e~.foree~en~ ~ffart.

~~. w~.I~. cc~ntin~.e to ~lace a l~.i~h p~iori~y o~. ~.n,te3.l~.genc~ ~nd
~nforcemen~ acta.~rit~,es - 3.nte~~.~ianal~3~ and ~omes~3.ea~.~.~ - ar~d
is f~:~.13r c~~nm%.~t~d ~c~ reduci~g ~h~ availabi3.ity of ~outhwes~
~1.si~~. ~.eroir~ in t~.~ United ~~aCes. TI~e tc~Lal ef~or~s o~ a1i
~oncerr~ed LT . S, and ~'ura~~an ~~.~~ents , ho~~ever, can c~n~.y ~ae
fu1.1y e~f~c~zve i~ th~se e~for~s, along w~.th C~.ose o~ Palcis~a~.i
~.n~: A~gh~R oi£icials , resu~t in increas~d r~~.reoti.cs control at
t1~~ source.

I~~a~L- ~l~.e above in~~xmati.on c~=3~.i be caf ~a~.u~ to yo~. ~.~.~
res~c►nding ~a i~~s r T~i~~~.o~.~a. I~ ~ may be o~ fur~her ~.ssist-
a~.c~, ~I~as~ do not ~:e~~tat~ to ca2]..

- Si~:c~r~~y,

. ~

~ B . T'}~ns ing r
Ac~.~.i~tra~or


