
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
No. 385

Approved JULY 10, 2007

WHEREAS, the City of Providence's draft Comprehensive Plan requires a series of 
Neighborhood Plans to be undertaken and adopted; and

WHEREAS, the City of Providence is currently preparing and adopting an 
updated Comprehensive Plan as required by State law; and

WHEREAS, without a moratorium, the City of Providence could, in the near future, 
receive applications for developments, additions or alterations in an area hereafter referred to 
as "the moratorium area" that would conflict with existing regulations and compromise the 
achievement of the long-range vision for this area as currently being developed within the 
Comprehensive and Neighborhood Plans; and

WHEREAS, the City of Providence recognizes the unique nature of its waterfront, 
the importance of public access to the waterfront, and its potential economic benefit and 
historic significance to the City; and

WHEREAS, the City of Providence has a compelling interest in the protection of the 
health and safety of all its residents, as well as a compelling interest in ensuring that the goals 
and policies contained within the City's soon-to-be-adopted Comprehensive and 
Neighborhood Plans are met; and

WHEREAS, a moratorium on new development and additions or alterations to 
existing developments in the moratorium area that is not consistent with the adopted Zoning 
Ordinance as may be amended from time to time, is required in order to allow sufficient time 
to undertake and complete the Comprehensive, Neighborhood and Special Area Plans and to 
draft and approve amendments to the Zoning Ordinance that implement the plan's long range 
vision.

WHEREAS, the City of Providence finds that the waterfront area and residential 
neighborhoods adjacent to Interstate Highway 1-195 between the Providence River and the 
Seekonk River have been and continue to be significantly affected by the ongoing 1195 
relocation project; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of Providence hereby 
declares that a moratorium shall be enacted with respect to the issuance or approval of any 
development plans, construction or demolition permits that do not comply with the adopted 
Zoning Ordinance for properties within the moratorium area, defined generally as follows: 
beginning at a point in the Seekonk River where the northerly edge of the right of way for 1 - 
195 intersects; then running generally westerly along the northerly edge of the 1-195 right of 
way until it intersects with Benefit and Pike Streets; then northwesterly along Benefit Street 
until it intersects with the southerly property line with AP 16 Lot 529 but not including AP 
16 Lots 137 and 577; then southwesterly and northwesterly along the property lines with lots 
529,135,134,142,133,129 and 81 on AP 16 until it intersects with Transit Street; then 
westerly along Transit Street until it intersects with South Main Street; then northerly along 
South Main Street until it intersects with James Street; then westerly along James Street until 
it intersects with the Providence River; then southerly in the Providence River and easterly 
along the Seekonk River to the point of beginning; meaning and intending to include all 
RIDOT 1-195 right of way lands and AP 16 lots 42, 43, 44,145,589,629, and 631, andAP 17 
lots 54, 69, 541,616 and 633 and AP 18 lots 2,3,4,8,10,12,13,15,16,18,19,20,48,72,100, 
119,135,149,331,332,337,343,344, and 345.
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the City Clerk is hereby authorized and 
directed to transmit a duly certified copy of this resolution to the City's Department of 
Planning and Development and Department of Inspection and Standards.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the moratorium shall not prohibit development 
or alterations to property undertaken in the moratorium area for health, safety or fire 
prevention/reparation purposes. However, said development and alterations must be 
approved by the Director of the Department of Inspection and Standards before being 
Initiated.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the moratorium shall not prevent or 
otherwise affect the E 183 power line project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that said moratorium shall be effective until the 
adoption and approval by the City Council of any proposed amendments to the City's 
Comprehensive Plan and Zoning Ordinance resulting from the adoption of the Fox 
Point/College HilllWayland Neighborhood Plan and any Waterfront Vision Plan for the 
moratorium area. Notwithstanding the foregoing, this moratorium shall not be effective for 
a period longer than twelve months from the date of adoption of this resolution.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the moratorium shall not apply to any 
permits applied for or obtained from the City prior to the enactment of this resolution, 
including for the 1-195 project.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the moratorium shall not prohibit development 
in the affected area that conforms to the Zoning Ordinance in effect as of the date of adoption 
of this resolution; rather, the moratorium applies to development that would require any 
variance or special use permit from the Zoning Board of Review or otherwise fails to 
conform with the Zoning Ordinance in effect as of the date of the adoption of this resolution.
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