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Approved March 23, 2005

RESOLVED, That the Member of the Providence City Council

hereby Extend Sincere Best Wishes to Dr. Pablo Rodriguez for a complete and

speedy recovery.
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Doctor-activist badly hurt in Texas accident

10:21 AM EST on Tuesday, March 1,2005

Journal file photo

Pablo Rodriguez
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Rodriguez, his wife, Diane, and their two sons, were traveling in an airport shuttle van with Mrs. 
Rodriguez's twin sister and her family when a pickup truck driven by a woman arrested two weeks ago 
on a drunken driving charge rammed the shuttle van, the police said.

The 6 a.m. accident occurred at a dip in the highway, Tull said, and but for the split-second reaction of 
the van's driver who swerved to avoid a head-on collision, would likely have been more deadly.

Pablo Rodriguez, a prominent Rhode Island doctor and political activist, remained in serious condition 
yesterday in a Dallas hospital after a Sunday morning car accident that also critically injured one of his 
sons and killed his 13-year-old niece.

The families had vacationed together in Belize and flew into Dallas on Saturday. They stayed overnight 
in an Irving, Texas, hotel and were on their way to Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport for a 
morning flight when the accident occurred.

Irving police spokesman David Tull said yesterday the pickup truck, which had traveled at least two 
miles in the wrong direction in the westbound lanes of Texas 183, a state highway, struck the van along 
the passenger side.

Sunday’s two-car crash occurred when a woman driving the wrong way on a highway 
collided with a shuttle van carrying Dr. Pablo Rodriguez and his family.

BY TOM MOONEY 
Journal Staff Writer
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Pablo Rodriguez Jr., 16, was initially taken to Parkland Memorial but later discharged, said Barcelos.

"We cannot afford to lose someone like him," Garcia said. "Let's hope he gets well."

With reports from staff reporter Karen Lee Ziner.

Online at: http://www.proio.com/news/content/proio 20050301 drpablo.238b57d.html

http://www.projo.com/cgi-bin/bi/gold_print.cgi 3/1/2005

The force of the impact ejected 13-year-old Brianna Titcomb from the van. She died at the scene, the 
police said.

"It was a very tragic situation," said Tull. "But I've seen several head-on collisions like that, and I think 
it could have been much worse."

The police charged Proffitt with one count of intoxication manslaughter and five charges of intoxicated 
assault. She was being held yesterday on $175,000 bond.

Pablo Rodriguez, 49, spent much of Sunday in surgery at Parkland Memorial for broken bones and other 
injuries, said his secretary at Women's Care Inc., Lynn Barcelos.

Rodriguez, one of the most influential Latinos in Rhode Island, has for years been an outspoken 
supporter for abortion rights and one of the few doctors in the state who perform the procedure.

In 2001, Rodriguez found himself at the center of controversy when the Warwick Country Club refused 
him membership for a second time because he performs abortions.

"Socially, politically, he's one of the loved ones here," said Zoilo Garcia, program director at WPMZ 
Radio 1110. At the end of his Spanish radio show yesterday, Garcia said "We told the whole community 
to pray for him."

News of the accident and Rodriguez's condition swept through Rhode Island's Latino community 
yesterday.

A professor at Brown University's Medical School, Rodriguez was a founder and first president of the 
Rhode Island Latino Political Action Committee. He holds an executive seat on the state Democratic 
Party Committee.

Pablo Rodriguez's son, Raphael, 13, remained in critical condition yesterday at Children's Medical 
Center in Dallas. Brett Titcomb, the doctor's nephew, was listed in good condition at Children's.

Diane Rodriguez was not injured in the accident, but her sister. Dawn Titcomb, was listed in serious 
condition at Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas, and Titcomb's husband, John, was in good condition.

The driver of the pickup, Kayla Rae Proffitt, 20, of Grapevine, Texas, received only minor injuries, said 
Tull.
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RESOLVED, That the Member of the Providence City Council

hereby Extend Sincere Best Wishes to Raphael Rodriguez for a complete and

speedy recovery.
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The 6 a.m. accident occurred at a dip in the highway, Tull said, and but for the split-second reaction of 
the van's driver who swerved to avoid a head-on collision, would likely have been more deadly.

Rodriguez, his wife, Diane, and their two sons, were traveling in an airport shuttle van with Mrs. 
Rodriguez's twin sister and her family when a pickup truck driven by a woman arrested two weeks ago 
on a drunken driving charge rammed the shuttle van, the police said.

Pablo Rodriguez, a prominent Rhode Island doctor and political activist, remained in serious condition 
yesterday in a Dallas hospital after a Sunday morning car accident that also critically injured one of his 
sons and killed his 13-year-old niece.

The families had vacationed together in Belize and flew into Dallas on Saturday. They stayed overnight 
in an Irving, Texas, hotel and were on their way to Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport for a 
morning flight when the accident occurred.

Irving police spokesman David Tull said yesterday the pickup truck, which had traveled at least two 
miles in the wrong direction in the westbound lanes of Texas 183, a state highway, struck the van along 
the passenger side.

Sunday's two-car crash occurred when a woman driving the wrong way on a highway 
collided with a shuttle van carrying Dr. Pablo Rodriguez and his family.

BY TOM MOONEY 
Journal Staff Writer
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Pablo Rodriguez Jr., 16, was initially taken to Parkland Memorial but later discharged, said Barcelos.

"We cannot afford to lose someone like him," Garcia said. "Let's hope he gets well."

With reports from staff reporter Karen Lee Ziner.

Online at: http://www.proio.com/news/content/proio 20050301 drpablo.238b57d.html
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A professor at Brown University's Medical School, Rodriguez was a founder and first president of the 
Rhode Island Latino Political Action Committee. He holds an executive seat on the state Democratic 
Party Committee.

Pablo Rodriguez, 49, spent much of Sunday in surgery at Parkland Memorial for broken bones and other 
injuries, said his secretary at Women's Care Inc., Lynn Barcelos.

In 2001, Rodriguez found himself at the center of controversy when the Warwick Country Club refused 
him membership for a second time because he performs abortions.

The police charged Proffitt with one count of intoxication manslaughter and five charges of intoxicated 
assault. She was being held yesterday on $175,000 bond.

"It was a very tragic situation," said Tull. "But I've seen several head-on collisions like that, and I think 
it could have been much worse."

News of the accident and Rodriguez's condition swept through Rhode Island's Latino community 
yesterday.

"Socially, politically, he's one of the loved ones here," said Zoilo Garcia, program director at WPMZ 
Radio 1110. At the end of his Spanish radio show yesterday, Garcia said "We told the whole community 
to pray for him."

Diane Rodriguez was not injured in the accident, but her sister. Dawn Titcomb, was listed in serious 
condition at Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas, and Titcomb's husband, John, was in good condition.

Rodriguez, one of the most influential Latinos in Rhode Island, has for years been an outspoken 
supporter for abortion rights and one of the few doctors in the state who perform the procedure.

Pablo Rodriguez's son, Raphael, 13, remained in critical condition yesterday at Children's Medical 
Center in Dallas. Brett Titcomb, the doctor's nephew, was listed in good condition at Children's.

The force of the impact ejected 13-year-old Brianna Titcomb from the van. She died at the scene, the 
police said.

The driver of the pickup, Kayla Rae Proffitt, 20, of Grapevine, Texas, received only minor injuries, said 
Tull.
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RESOLVED, That the Member of the Providence City Council

hereby Extend Sincere Best Wishes to Dawn Titcomb for a complete and speedy

recovery.
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The 6 a.m. accident occurred at a dip in the highway, Tull said, and but for the split-second reaction of 
the van's driver who swerved to avoid a head-on collision, would likely have been more deadly.

Rodriguez, his wife, Diane, and their two sons, were traveling in an airport shuttle van with Mrs. 
Rodriguez's twin sister and her family when a pickup truck driven by a woman arrested two weeks ago 
on a drunken driving charge rammed the shuttle van, the police said.

The families had vacationed together in Belize and flew into Dallas on Saturday. They stayed overnight 
in an Irving, Texas, hotel and were on their way to Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport for a 
morning flight when the accident occurred.

Irving police spokesman David Tull said yesterday the pickup truck, which had traveled at least two 
miles in the wrong direction in the westbound lanes of Texas 183, a state highway, struck the van along 
the passenger side.

Sunday’s two-car crash occurred when a woman driving the wrong way on a highway 
collided with a shuttle van carrying Dr. Pablo Rodriguez and his family.

BY TOM MOONEY 
Journal Staff Writer

Pablo Rodriguez, a prominent Rhode Island doctor and political activist, remained in serious condition 
yesterday in a Dallas hospital after a Sunday morning car accident that also critically injured one of his 
sons and killed his 13-year-old niece.

Doctor-activist badly hurt in Texas accident
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Pablo Rodriguez Jr., 16, was initially taken to Parkland Memorial but later discharged, said Barcelos.

"We cannot afford to lose someone like him," Garcia said. "Let's hope he gets well."

With reports from staff reporter Karen Lee Ziner.

Online at: http://www.proio.com/news/content/proio 20050301 drpablo.238b57d.html

http://www.projo.com/cgi-bin/bi/gold_print.cgi 3/1/2005

The police charged Proffitt with one count of intoxication manslaughter and five charges of intoxicated 
assault. She was being held yesterday on $175,000 bond.

Diane Rodriguez was not injured in the accident, but her sister. Dawn Titcomb, was listed in serious 
condition at Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas, and Titcomb's husband, John, was in good condition.

Pablo Rodriguez, 49, spent much of Sunday in surgery at Parkland Memorial for broken bones and other 
injuries, said his secretary at Women's Care Inc., Lynn Barcelos.

In 2001, Rodriguez found himself at the center of controversy when the Warwick Country Club refused 
him membership for a second time because he performs abortions.

Pablo Rodriguez's son, Raphael, 13, remained in critical condition yesterday at Children's Medical 
Center in Dallas. Brett Titcomb, the doctor's nephew, was listed in good condition at Children's.

The force of the impact ejected 13-year-old Brianna Titcomb from the van. She died at the scene, the 
police said.

A professor at Brown University's Medical School, Rodriguez was a founder and first president of the 
Rhode Island Latino Political Action Committee. He holds an executive seat on the state Democratic 
Party Committee.

News of the accident and Rodriguez's condition swept through Rhode Island's Latino community 
yesterday.

"Socially, politically, he's one of the loved ones here," said Zoilo Garcia, program director at WPMZ 
Radio 1110. At the end of his Spanish radio show yesterday, Garcia said "We told the whole community 
to pray for him."

"It was a very tragic situation," said Tull. "But I've seen several head-on collisions like that, and I think 
it could have been much worse."

Rodriguez, one of the most influential Latinos in Rhode Island, has for years been an outspoken 
supporter for abortion rights and one of the few doctors in the state who perform the procedure.

The driver of the pickup, Kayla Rae Proffitt, 20, of Grapevine, Texas, received only minor injuries, said 
Tull.
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RESOLVED, That the Member of the Providence City Council

hereby Extend Sincere Best Wishes to John Titcomb for a complete and speedy

recovery.
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Pablo Rodriguez, a prominent Rhode Island doctor and political activist, remained in serious condition 
yesterday in a Dallas hospital after a Sunday morning car accident that also critically injured one of his 
sons and killed his 13-year-old niece.

The 6 a.m. accident occurred at a dip in the highway, Tull said, and but for the split-second reaction of 
the van's driver who swerved to avoid a head-on collision, would likely have been more deadly.

The families had vacationed together in Belize and flew into Dallas on Saturday. They stayed overnight 
in an Irving, Texas, hotel and were on their way to Dallas-Fort Worth International Airport for a 
morning flight when the accident occurred.

Sunday’s two-car crash occurred when a woman driving the wrong way on a highway 
collided with a shuttle van carrying Dr. Pablo Rodriguez and his family.

Rodriguez, his wife, Diane, and their two sons, were traveling in an airport shuttle van with Mrs. 
Rodriguez's twin sister and her family when a pickup truck driven by a woman arrested two weeks ago 
on a drunken driving charge rammed the shuttle van, the police said.

Irving police spokesman David Tull said yesterday the pickup truck, which had traveled at least two 
miles in the wrong direction in the westbound lanes of Texas 183, a state highway, struck the van along 
the passenger side.

BY TOM MOONEY 
Journal Staff Writer
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Pablo Rodriguez Jr., 16, was initially taken to Parkland Memorial but later discharged, said Barcelos.

"We cannot afford to lose someone like him," Garcia said. "Let's hope he gets well."

With reports from staff reporter Karen Lee Ziner.

Online at: http://www.proio.com/news/content/proio 20050301 drpablo.238b57d.html
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News of the accident and Rodriguez's condition swept through Rhode Island's Latino community 
yesterday.

The force of the impact ejected 13-year-old Brianna Titcomb from the van. She died at the scene, the 
police said.

The police charged Proffitt with one count of intoxication manslaughter and five charges of intoxicated 
assault. She was being held yesterday on $175,000 bond.

"It was a very tragic situation," said Tull. "But I've seen several head-on collisions like that, and I think 
it could have been much worse."

Pablo Rodriguez, 49, spent much of Sunday in surgery at Parkland Memorial for broken bones and other 
injuries, said his secretary at Women's Care Inc., Lynn Barcelos.

Diane Rodriguez was not injured in the accident, but her sister. Dawn Titcomb, was listed in serious 
condition at Parkland Memorial Hospital in Dallas, and Titcomb's husband, John, was in good condition.

In 2001, Rodriguez found himself at the center of controversy when the Warwick Country Club refused 
him membership for a second time because he performs abortions.

A professor at Brown University's Medical School, Rodriguez was a founder and first president of the 
Rhode Island Latino Political Action Committee. He holds an executive seat on the state Democratic 
Party Committee.

"Socially, politically, he's one of the loved ones here," said Zoilo Garcia, program director at WPMZ 
Radio 1110. At the end of his Spanish radio show yesterday, Garcia said "We told the whole community 
to pray for him."

Rodriguez, one of the most influential Latinos in Rhode Island, has for years been an outspoken 
supporter for abortion rights and one of the few doctors in the state who perform the procedure.

Pablo Rodriguez's son, Raphael, 13, remained in critical condition yesterday at Children's Medical 
Center in Dallas. Brett Titcomb, the doctor's nephew, was listed in good condition at Children's.

The driver of the pickup, Kayla Rae Proffitt, 20, of Grapevine, Texas, received only minor injuries, said 
Tull.


