
THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
No. 253

Approved May 8, 1981

RESOLVED, - That His. Honor.. the Mayor is hereby

authorized to: execute a. Deed of. Conveyance to Providence

Boys' Clubs, 25 Dryden Lane,. Providence,: Rhode Island, of

that certain parcel of land adjacent .to.the Providence Boys'

Club, situated along Plainfield Street,. comprising an area

of approximately Seven. Thousand, Two Hundred Two (7,202)

square feet of::land, more or less, as set out and delineated

on City Assessor:'s Plat 105, all in accordance with accom-

panying plan entitled: " Providence,. Rhode Island, Public

Works. Department, Engineering Office, City Property Section

Plan, No. 064 .145. Date :May 7, 1981: for the sum of One Dollar

($1.00.) per square foot."

IN CITY COUNCIL

MAY I 1198.1
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May 11, 1981

Mr. Richard E. White, Executive Director
Providence Boys Clubs
25 Dryden Lane
Providence, RI 02904

Dear Mr. White,

Enclosed is certified copy of Resolution Number 253,

approved May 8, 1981, the same being self-explanatory.

Will you kindly communicate with the City Solicitor's

Office so that the deed of conveyance for said land will be

executed.

Very truly yours,

Rose M. Mendonca,
City Clerk.

RMM/jma
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Founded 1868

OFFICERS
Chairman of the Board
Philip B. Simonds

President
Ronald B. Andsager

Vice President
Graeme L. Flanders

Vice President
W. Lincoln Mossop, Jr.

Secretary
John Ferreira
Treasurer
Victor A. Gemma
Asst. Secretary &
Asst. Treasurer
Duncan C. Merriman

General Counsel
Robert M. Schacht

GOVERNORS
Ronald B. Andsager
Robert Cummings
George C. Davis
John Ferreira
Graeme L. Flanders
Gerald J. Fogarty
Victor A. Gemma
George T. Giraud

- Richard A. Hurley. Jr.
Fenton G. Keyes
Jonathan R. Knowles
Grace R. Lemon
Howard R. Lewis
Frederick Lippitt
Duncan C. Merriman
W. Lincoln Mossop. Jr.
Gordon L. Parker. Jr.
Mathies J. Santos
Robert M. Schacht
Philip B. Simonds
Rdbinson C. Trowbridge
Domenic Tudino
Edward M. Watson
Randall H. Young

HONORARY GOVERNORS

Alfred S. Dewey
Bayard Ewing
Noel M. Field, Sr.
Roger M. Freeman
George A. Matteson
Aram A. Milot
Ray B. Owen

Executive Director
Richard E. White

Asst. Executive Director
John W. Treiber

PROVIDENCE BOYS' CLUBS CORP.

Fox Point Boys' Club
90 Ives St.

Olneyville Boys' Club
33 Atwood St.

South Side Boys' Club
1 Louisa St.

Wanskuck Boys' Club
550 Branch Ave.

North Providence-Johnston Club
33 Maple Ave.
North.Providence

South Providence Girls' Club
1 Louisa St.

Fox Point Girls' Club
90 Ives St.

Olneyville Girls' Club
33 Atwood St.

Camp Davis
Charlestown, RI
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CENTRAL SERVICES OFFICE • 25 Dryden Lane, Providence, R. I. 02904 (401) 421-0910

January 14, 1981

Mr. Harry A. Johnson, Chairman
Committee on City Property
Providence City Council
c/o City Clerk, City Hall
Providence, RI 02903

Dear Mr. Johnson:

As you are aware, the Providence Boys' Clubs wishes to
acquire a small parcel of excess condemnation land abutting
our Olneyville Boys' Club property so that we may proceed
with a planned addition to the building.

You and the Committee on City Property were most helpful
this past spring in attempting to assist. You will recall
we were advised that the land in question appeared to be
under the ownership of the State of Rhode Island. However,
th.e State of Rhode Island through the State Department of
Transportation advised us that the land was in the owner-
ship of the City of Providence.

In order to clarify this we requested the Commonwealth
Land Title Insurance Company to search for the record
ownership of this parcel. We enclose herewith a copy of
their report to us dated December 24, 1980.

Their search indicates in paragraph 2 that the record title
to the land as of December 15, 1980 is in fee simple in the
City of Providence. The title company also reports that
they discussed the matter of a possible deed to the state
with the State Department of Transportation and that no
such deed is known to them.

It does appear that the parcel in question is owned by the
City of Providence and we respectfully request the Committee
on City Property to take action on the matter. We will be
more than pleased to meet with you and other members of the
committee if you feel such is desirable.



Mr. Harry A. Johnson
Page 2
January 14, 1981

This construction project has reached a point of development where time
has become of importance. We are ready to put the project to bid and
want to begin construction as soon as the weather permits this early
spring. Your consideration will be most appreciated.

REW:rb

Sincerely yours,

Richard E. White
Executive Director
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COMMONWEALTH LAND'
TITLE INSURANCE COMPANY

,r2
TITLE GUARANTEE OF RHODE ISLAND DIVISION

66 SOUTH MAIN STREET, PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02903 (401) 331-5331

December 24, 1980

Mr. Richard E. White, Executive Director
Providence Boys Clubs
25 Dryden Lane
Providence, Rhode Island 02904

Dear Mr. White:

You requested us to determine and report on the record ownership
of a parcel of land in the City of Providence, Rhode Island of
presently undetermined dimensions, adjacent to the property of
the Providence Boys Club, fronting on Plainfield Street and being
a portion of the land condemned for the Olneyville Expressway,
also known as the Dennis J. Roberts Expressway. You have informed
us that appropriate sources of information in the State Offices
and at the Providence City Hall have each denied ownership, the
State advising that ownership is in the City and the City advising
that ownership is in the State.

Our search of the land records at the Office of the Recorder of
Deeds in the City of Providence continued to December 15, 1980 at
9:00 A.M. disclosed that record title to said parcel of land was
at that date and time vested in fee simple in the City of Provi-
dence, a Municipal Corporation established under the Laws of the
State of Rhode Island.

There is, of course, a possibility that a deed purporting to con-
vey land including subject premises from the City to the State
does exist, never having been recorded. We have talked with
Mr. William McCarthy of the State Department of Transportation,
Right of Way Division, who says he has done some investigating
on this matter and knows of no such deed.

Section 8 of Chapter 2239 of the Rhode Island Public Laws of 1949
(the law which allowed the City of Providence to condemn land for
the Olneyville Expressway) provides as follows:

"Any land, easement, water right or other property or
interest in property, public or private taken under
the provisions of this act may be transferred to the
state of Rhode Island by the city of Providence for
the purpose of furthering any federal aid project or
for any public purpose; and any land taken for the

TITLE INSURANCE SINCE 1876



Mr.. Richard E. White, Executive Director
December 24, 1980
Page 2

purposes named in section 1 of this act may be trans-
ferred to the state of Rhode Island to become part of
the state highway system, to be improved and maintained
as part of the state highway system under the provisions
of chapter 74, general laws, 1938, or to be improved
and maintained as a freeway or limited access highway,
under the provisions of chapter 75, general laws, 1938,
but in no case shall such land be transferred to the
state of Rhode Island for such purpose without the
previous request in writing by the director of public
works of said state."

If a transfer was made pursuant to the above-quoted section of
the law, we are unaware of same from our search of the records in
the City of Providence.

Another provision of said Chapter 2239 should be brought to your
attention. Section 6 reads in part as follows:

"After so much of the land and property has been appro-
priated for such public highway, street, place, park or
parkway, as is needed therefor, the excess land and
property so taken in fee may be held and improved by
said city of Providence for any public purpose or pur-
poses, or by resolution of said city council, may be
sold or leased for value with or without suitable
restrictions, and in case of any such sale or lease the
person or persons .from whom such additional land and
property was taken shall have the first right to pur-
chase or lease the same upon such terms and conditions
as said city council is willing to sell or lease the
same."

Unless and until we are provided with a plan indicating the perim-
eter of the area comprising subject premises, we cannot ascertain
with certainty the person or persons from whom such additional
land and property was taken. We do know, however, that it was
the practice at that time in each case for the City, after having
obtained title by virtue of the condemnation, to obtain warranty
deeds from the individuals whose land was condemned. Whether by
giving such deeds the individuals involved waived their rights of
first refusal is presently the subject of litigation in our courts.
Our Superior Court has decided under similar circumstances that
a so-called quit claim deed had the effect of waiving such rights.
An appealfrom this decision is now pending in our Supreme Court.

Appropriate resolution by the Providence City Council would be
required for any conveyances made by the City.

TITLE INSURANCE SINCE 1876



Mr. Richard E. White, Executive Director
December 24, 1980
Page 3

It is understood that this is a report on title based on your
specific request. It is made for informational purposes only and
is not to be construed as a certificate of title. Liability is
assumed by this Company in an amount not exceeding $100.

We enclose our bill for services.

RHY:JRM
Enclosure

Very truly yours,

Randall H. Young
Division Counsel

TITLE INSURANCE SINCE 1876
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December 24, 1980

Mr. Richard - E. White, Executive Director

Providence Boys Clubs
25 Dryden Lane
Providence, Rhode Island 02904

Dear Mr. White:

/

You requested us to determine and report on the record ownership

of. a parcel of land in .the City of Providence, Rhode Island of

presently undetermined dimensions, adjacent'to the property of

the Providence Boys Club, fronting on Plainfield Street and being
a portion of the land condemned for the Olneyvill.e Expressway,

also known as the Dennis J. Roberts Expressway. You have informed
us that appropriate sources of information in the State Offices

and at the Providence City Hall have each denied ownership, the

State advising that ownership is in the City and the City advising

that ownership is in the- State.

Our search of the land records at the Office of the Recorder of
Deeds in the City of Providence continued to December 15, 1980 at
9:00.A.M. disclosed that record title to said parcel of land was
at that. date and time vested in fee simple in the City of Provi-
dence, a Municipal Corporation established under the. Laws of the
State of Rhode Island.

There is, of course, a possibility that a deed purporting to con-
vey land including 'subject premises from the City to the State
does exist, never having .been recorded. We have talked with
Mr. William McCarthy of the State Department of Transportation,
Right of Way Division, who says he has done some investigating
on this matter and knows of:no such deed.

Section 8 of Chapter 2239 of the Rhode Island Public Laws of 1949
(the law which allowed the City of Providence. to condemn land for
the Olncyville Expressway) provides as follows:

"Any land, easement, water right or other property or
interest in property, public or private taken under
the provisions of this act may be transferred to the
state of Rhode Island by the city of Providence for
the purpose of furthering any federal aid project or
for any public purpose; and any land taken for the



* Mr. Richard E. White, Executive Director
December 24, 1980
Page 2

purposes named in section 1 of this act may be ,trans-
ferred to the state of Rhode Island to become part of
the state highway system, to be improved and maintained
as part of the state highway system under the provisions
of chapter 74, general laws, 1938, or to be improved
and maintained as a freeway or limited access highway,
under the provisions of chapter 75, general laws, 1938,
but in no case shall such land be transferred to the
state of Rhode Island for such purpose without the
previous request in writing by the director of public
works of said state."

If a transfer was made pursuant to the above-quoted section of.
the law, we are unaware of same from our search of the records in
the City of Providence.

Another provision of said Chapter 2239 should be brought to your
attention. Section 6 reads in part as follows:

"After so much of the land and property has been appro-
priated for such public highway, street, place, park or
parkway, as is needed therefor, the excess land and
property so taken in fee may be held and improved by
said city of Providence for any public purpose or pur-
poses, or by resolution of said city council, may be
sold or leased for value with or without suitable
restrictions, and in case of any such 'sale or lease the
person or persons from whom such 'additional land and
property was taken shall have the first right to pur-
chase or lease the same upon such terms and conditions
as said city council is willing to sell or lease the
same."

Unless and until we are provided with a plan indicating the perim-
eter of the area comprising subject premises, we cannot ascertain
with certainty the person or persons from whom such additional
land and property was taken. We do know, however, that it was
the practice at that time in each case for the City, after having
obtained title by virtue of the condemnation, to obtain warranty
deeds from the individuals whose land was condemned. Whether by
giving such deeds the individuals involved waived their rights of
first refusal is presently the subject of litigation in our courts.
Our Superior Court has decided under similar circumstances that
a so-called quit claim deed had the effect of waiving such rights.•
An appealfrom this decision is now pending in our Supreme Court.

Appropriate resolution by the Providence City Council would be
required for any conveyances made by the City.

1P7f



'Mr. Richard E. White, Executive Director
December 24, 1980
Page 3

It is understood that this is a report on title based on your
specific request. It is made for informational purposes only and
is not to be construed as a certificate of title. Liability is
assumed by this Company in an amount not exceeding $100.

l;e enclose our bill for services.

RHY:JRM
Enclosure

Very truly yours,

Randall H. Young
Division Counsel

TITLE 1P7
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Chairman of the Board
Philip B. Simonds
President
Ronald B. Andsager
Vice President
Graeme L Flanders
Vice President &
General Counsel
Robert M. Schacht
Secretary
Joseph Poster
Treasurer
Victor A. Gemma
Asst Secretary &
Asst Treasurer
Duncan C. Madman

GOVERNORS
Ronald B. Andsager
James D. Cregan
Robert Cummings
George C. Davis
John Ferreira
Graeme L. Flanders
Gerald J. Fogarty
Peter P. Fornal
Victor A. Gemma
George T. Giraud
Erik H. Green
Richard A. Hurley, Jr.
Fenton G. Keyes
Jonathan R. Knowles
Howard R. Lewis
Frederick Lippitt
Duncan C. Merriman
Houghton P. Metcalf, Jr.
W. Lincoln Mossop, Jr.
Gordon L Parker, Jr.
Joseph Poster
Mathies J. Santos
Robert M. Schacht
Philip B. Simonds
Robinson C. Trowbridge
Domenic Tudino
Edward M. Watson
Randall H. H Young

HONORARY GOVERNORS
Alfred S. Dewey
Bayard Ewing
Noel M. Field, Sr.
Roger M. Freeman
George A. Matteson
Aram A. Moot
Ray B. Owen
Executive Director
Richard E. White
Asst Executive Director
John W. Treiber

PROVIDENCE BOYS' CLUBS CORP.
Fox Point Boys' Club
90 Ives St.
Olneyville Boys' Club
33 Atwoodt.
South Side Boys' Club
1 Louisa St.
Wanskuck Boys' Club
550 Branch Ave.
North Providence-Johnston Club
33 Maple Ave.
North Providence
South Providence Girls' Club
1 Louisa St.
Fox Point Girls' Club
90 Ives St.
Olneyville Girls' Club
33 Atwood St. •
Camp Davis
Charlestown, RI

CENTRAL SERVICES OFFICE • 25 Dryden Lane, Providence, R. 1.02904 (401) 421-0910

Mr. Harry A. Johnson, Chairman
Committee on City Property
Providence City Council
c/o City Clerk, City Hall
Providence, R.I. 02903

Dear Mr. Johnson:

May 12, 1980

The Providence Boys' Clubs Inc. herewith requests the
City of Providence to sell to it a small strip of ex-
cess condemnation land adjacent to and abutting our
Olneyville Club property.

We understand this is excess condemnation land resulting
from the construction of the Dennis Roberts expressway
some years ago.

Our services to youth in the Olneyville and West End
neighborhoods are expanding substantially. The fifty
five year old Olneyville Clubhouse now houses a Boys' Club,
a Girls' Club and a Day Care Center. We are also under-
taking a special effort at this clubhouse to serve the
recent influx of indo-chinese children into the city. To
maintain a quality program we are planning a major add-
ition to the building and extensive renovations. This ex-
pansion necessitates an adequate parking space and access
to it. The strip of land we request would provide access 

'

from Plainfield Street to our proposed parking area and
new main entrance.

To provide you and your fellow committee members a graphic
illustration of the strip of land in question, we have en-
closed a sketch of the site of the Olneyville building
showing the approximate location of the condemnation land.

We would be pleased to have representatives of our
organization appear before the Committee on City Property
to answer any questions the committee might have or to
explain our plans in fuller detail.
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Page two

We do hope this matter can be acted upon in the near
future and look forward to hearing from you.

Very truly yours,
:OVA- .FENCE BOYS ' CLUBS

01/
Ronald ndsager
Presiden . Board of Gov rnors

RBA/jc

Enc.



THE CITY ASSESSOR
CITY HALL, PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02903

421-5900

MEMORANDUM

TO: CITY PROPERTY COMMITTEE

FROM: THEODORE C. LITTLER, CITY ASSESSOR

DATE: JUNE 3, 1980

RE: REQUEST FOR APPRAISED VALUE

With regard to the communication from the Providence

Boys' C.Lubs dated May 12, 1980, to purchase cex-taro proper-ty

adjacent to the O.Lneyv.LUe Branch, T have attached a copy ob

OWL assessors p.La.t ptan numbeAed 105 showing the pxopenvy in

question in "red".

You wZU note that this pancet is not numbered.

The pnopex.y was pant o4 the condemnation boA the express-

way and th.ene6oxe xema.Lns £n the ownership oiy the State ofS Rhode

Istand.

The Boys Ctubs shou.Ld be reienned to the State o6 Rhode

Ts Land Department of Transportation tion Sunthen dtinectLon towards

punchaa,cng .this pro pent y.

ads
attachment
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June 18, 1980

Mr. Richard White
Executive Director
Providence Boys' Clubs
25 Dryden Lane
Providence, R.T. 02904

Dear Mr. White:

Your request to purchase a small strip of excess condemna-
tion land abutting the Olneyville Boys' Club property was re-
viewed by the Committee on City Property at its meeting held
June 9, 1980.

The Committee is in receipt of a report from the City As-
sessor relative to the parcel involved of which I am attaching
a photocopy of for your review, the same being self- explanatory.

Accordingly, I have been directed by Chairman Harry A. Johnson
to inform you your request to purchase is within the jurisdiction
of the Rhode Island Department of Transportation.

Very t:7111:, yours,

Rose M. Mendonca,
City Clerk.

RMM/jld
Enclosure



THE CITY ASSESSOR
CITY HALL, PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02903

421-5900

MEMORANDUM

TO: Committee on City Pnopen.ty

FROM: Theodore C. L.LWW2en
City Assessor

DATE: Apt.0 22, 1981

RE: Request 4ot Appna.Lsed Va.2uat.Lon room
Otneyv.L.b.2e Boys Ctub

your Committee has Lone it a nequest to purchase cetta.%n
excess neat estate adjacent to the Otneyvitte Boys C.€ub
and Ls awaiting an appna.Lsa.L oft same 4nom this o44.Lee.

In onden to deietm.Lne the exact dimensions o4 the pnem.L4 es,
the Boys Clubs have been requested to obtain a survey oiS the
pnem.Lses they ate neques..Lng to purchase inasmuch as state
excess pnopent.Les ate not designated on out maps as tots with
appnopn.La.te square 400.tage.

In the meantime, however, T would Line to submit to your
committee that T am o4 the opinion that the pnopeniy in
question does have a value o4 One Dottan ($1.00)_ pet square
400-t based on neeen.t sales in the area in question and on
o.then 4cz ed o4 simitan pnopen.ties .

ads
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