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Januarny 15, 1999

To The Hononable Vincent A, Cianci, Mayor and
The Honorable Council of the City of Providence

I am proud to submit the annual repont of the operations of the Probate
Cournt of the City of Providence for the giscal year beginning July.1, 1997
and ending June 30, 1998.

The cash neceipts fon this period amounted to $200,039.63. While this
amount reflects a slight decrease grom the previous year, our collections fon
the perdiod of July 1, 1998 to December 31, 199§ actually saw an increase of
$7,067.44 fon the same period Last yearn. The collections fon this period
were $96,235.94 up grom $89,168.50 fon the previous year.

1§ the necedipts continue as in the past, 1 would anticipate that the
neceipts fon the fiscal year ending June 30, 1999 to be between $212,000.00
and $215,000.00.

Oun stagg has also seen an increase An the numben of will §4ilings. WALLs
§iled fon probate this past yearn was 236 compared to 222 grom Last year, and
the numbern of petitions forn administration was 94 as compared to §4 forn the
previous yearn. Therne were § custodianships granted, also representing an
Anchease grom the previous yeat.

The Count has seen a proliferation of guardianships and the clernical ne-
sponsibility associated therewith. The number of guandianships granted by Zhe
Count fon this giscal year was 90 representing approximately a 16% increase
grom the previous year. 1In most cases these requined special hearings. In
addition thereto, the Count oversaw the §i8ing of 175 status reports.. This
Latten figure actually represents an underestimation since several status
neports arne gfiled by attorneys but nevern actually heard. Nonetheless they
must be processed by the stafq.

There wene 108 name changes granted. 1In addition thereto, many were
denied. The Court also heand 48 petitions forn the sale of real estate filed
by various executorns, guardians and administratons. There were 556 miscel-
Laneous petition filed and granted on denied forn variows reasons. This
Latten figure nepresents a 13% increase grom the previous yeanr.



e

There were 329 inventornies filed by the giduciaries and the necessary
fees caleuwlated, collected and reflected in the total rneceipts of the year.
1t should be noted that each inventory is monitored individually by the
Court stafg to determine accuracy of the account and conformity Lo existing
Cowrt ondens.

Durning the yearn therne wene 197 accounts g§iled and processed by guar-
dians, conservatons, executons and administratons. There were 201 affidavits
of completed administration §iled. Once again, the Ataff must monitorn Zhese
accounts individually gorn accuracy and statutorny compliance.

There were 5 new registry accounts opened forn absentees totaling
328 626.01. There wene 6 new registry accounts opened for minons totaling
115,170.29.

ALL of Zhe above petitions were processed by the stadf and advertised
when required by statute. In addition, all petitions requiring a hearing
were acted upon by the Judge or Acting Judge, 4in his absence. Needless to
say, the Courts rnesponsibility with monitorning and accountability of all
estates has kept our staff extremely busy.

The Court has continued its' thacking of pending estates. While the
Court has continued with its' manual thacking system of monitoring guardian-
ship estates forn the §iling of annual accounts and status repornts, it has
continued the process towarnds computerization. The stagg has wiitten
throughout the US and has travelled to a numben of Cournts seeking Lnput
herein. We have also met with the City's computern people for a specialized
Probate program. This past year has seen an increase of our computerized
giles.

ALL registry accounts, which have dramatically increased, are cwurently
computerized Ain two sepanate formats. This has gacilitated the presentation
04 these accounts to the internal auditons. In shornt, auditorns can be pro-
vided with "on the spot" cwwrent status of all registry accounts.

The wltimate goal is the installation of a program into our system
and dissemination of the software to othern Probate Courts throughout the
State. Moreover, with computerization, timely fi€ing of accounts will be
facilitated through up-to-date communications with attonneys handfing these
pending filed. However, we are only at the infancy stage at this point,
but we are moving ahead in this regard.

The Court also has been sending out notices and ornderns regarding peti-
tions which have been pending forn a considerable time without activity. 1In
addition, we onden attorneys and/on fiduciarnies to §ile Linventories, accounts,
status repornts and/on pay bond premiums, when said giduciaries have failed
to comply with the applicable statutes. Duwring this nrepornt period, we have
sent citations and orndens to variows attorneys and fiduciarnies. The auto-
mation of the Court has facilitated in this endeavor as well. Compliance
by attorneys is the wltimate goal of this Cournt in this regard. We have
seen a drnamatic increase Ain accountability to ourn Couwrt. We are proud of
this accomplishment.



The Probate Court, as stated above, has taken action, sua sponte 4in all
estate mattens, in orden to Ainsure that the fiduciarnies are complying with
Rhode 1sLand General Laws. The Probate Count is committed to furthern im-
provements, despite bing shortstaffed, in all of the above referenced areas.

ectf bmitted,
nank m
CLerk

IN CITY COUNCIL
JAN 2 1 1999
READ

WHER IT IS ORDERED THAT
THE ECEIVED.
- CLERK
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