
FRANK S. LOMBARDI

JanaoAy 15, /999

PROBATE COURT OF THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE 
RHODE ISLAND

To Tke. Honodabte. l/ZncenZ k, C^aneZ, Mayod and 
The. Honorable. CoancTl of^ the. City o^^ ?fLOoi.de.nc.e,

I am paoad to iabmit the. annaat ae.pont o^ thz opeA-otton^i o^^ thz Paobate. 
CouAt o{t the. City o{i PAo\}tde.nc.e. ^oa the. ^i^cat yzaa be.gtnni.ng Jaty. 1, 1997 
and e.ndtng Jam 50, 199S.

The. CouAt ha6 ^e.e.n a pAott^eAotton o{^ gaaadtan^ihtp^ and thz cteAtcaZ ae.- 
ipoyvstbittty ai.i>octate.d theAe^tth. The. nambeA 0)$ gaoAdtan^htpi gaant&d by the. 
CoaAt ion. thti, iticat ye.aA woi 90 fLe.pae>t>e.nttng appAoxtmatety a 16i tncAzase. 
inom the. pmotouA ye.aA, Jn mo.it caieA the.ie. mqataed ipe.ctat. he.a/itng.i. In 
addition theAeto, the. Coaat oveAAou) the. Siting o^ 175 itatai mpoati. Thti 
tatteA itguAe. actaatty Ae.paeAznti an andeAeAttmatton itnm ie.veAat itatuA 
Ae.poAt.i oAe. itte.d by attoane.yi bat ne.veA actaatty he.aAd. MonetheteAi the.y 
muAt be. pn.oceAie.d by the. itaH.

>
JOHN E. MARTINELLI

JUDGE CLERK

JULIA M. ROLLINS 
DEPUTY CLERK

TheAz MeAe. IOS name. ahangeA gAante.d. In addition theAeto, many weAe 
de.nted. The CouAt atio heoAd 4S petitton.i ion. the iote oi aeat eAtate iited 
by voAtoai exeeutoAi, gaaadtanA and admtniAtAotonA. TheAe MeAe 556 miAeet- 
taneooA petition iited and granted on. dented ion. vantouA neoAonA. ThiA 
tatten. itgane nepneAenti a 15^ tncAeoie inom the pnevtoa.i yean.

Ova itaii hoA otAo ieen an tneAeoAe tn the namben oi witt iittngi. OJitti 
iited ion pnobate thtA poit yean moa 256 eompoAed to 222 inom toAt yean, and 
the namben oi petittoni ion admtntitAotton moa 94 oi eompoAed to S4 ion the 
pnevtoa.i yean. Thene aiene S eoAtodtanAhtpi gnanted, atio nepneienttng an 
tneneoie inom the pneotooA yeoA.

The eoih neeetptA ion thti pentod amoanted to $200, 039.63. l^hite thti 
amoant neiteeti a ittght deeneoAe inom the pneotooA yeoA, oan eottectionA ion 
the pentod oi Jaty 1, 199S to Veeemben 31, 199S aetaalty ioio an tneneoie oi 
$7,067.44 ion the iame pentod toAt yeoA. The eotteettom ion thti pentod 
weAe $96,235.94 ap inom $S9,16S.5O ion the pneotooA yeoA.

li the neeetptA eonttnae oi tn the poit, I woatd anttetpate that the 
neeetpti ion the itieat yean endtng Jane 30, 1999 to be between $212,000.00 
and $215,000.00.



There wcAe 5 new /Le.g-ut'cy accounts opcnccl {jon. ab^Q.yite.u totoLcng 
ThoAe. weAe b neiv /L&g-cii/Ly accounts ope.nQ.d {^oft mtyiou toioLLng$2S,b2b.Ol. 

$J15,J70.29.

ThoAQ. 329 >cn.vznto^ej) {^^iZo-d by thz and ih& mae>i>^aA.y
izu c.alc.alatQ.d, c.oltz(LtQ,d and ae.^le.c;t:e,d Zn thz totaZ /LZc.2A.pt6 th.z yzan.. 
It -ihoatd b& noted that each tnventoay ti monJXoaed tndtotdaatty by the 
CoaAt to deteAmtne accaaacy the accoant and con{iO/un-<J:y to ext-ittng
CouAt o/Ldeu.

The CouJit abio hoos been ending oat notices and ofideu aega/Ldtng peti­
tion^ which have been pending f^o^ a con^ideftabie time wTt^hoat acAivTXy. In 
addition, we ordeA attoaney^ andlon. i^idacioJiieJi^ to ^iie inventoaiz^, accoant^, 
^tata^ aepoati and/oa pay bond p^emiumi, when ^aid ^idacia/iiei have ^aiZed 
to compiy with the appiicabie -itatute^. Dating thi>i> /LcpoAi: period, we have 
&ent citation.^ and oadeu to vojiioa^ otto/ineyA and {^idaciaftie^. The auto­
mation o{i the Coaat ha^ ^aciiitated in thi^ endeavoa ca weii. Compiiance 
by attoaney-i ii> the uitimate goat o^ thii CouAt in thi& aegoAd. We have 
■ieen a dramatic ZncAecwe in accoantabiiity to ouA Coouit. We a>te p/toud O)$ 
ZLc6 accompii^hment.

The uitimate goat i.i the in^taiiation o^ a pA.ogaam into ouA i,yi,tem 
and dissemination ojJ the Ao^twoAe to otheA P/Lobate CouAt^ thAoaghoat the 
State. MoaeoveA, with computerization, timeiy {jiiing o{i accounts wiii be 
{^aciiitated through up-to-date communications wTth attorneys handiing these 
pending {^Tted. However, we are oniy at the infancy stage at thi!> point, 
bat we are moving ahead in this regard.

Daring the year there were 197 accounts ^iled and processed by guar­
dians, conservators, executors and administrators. There were 201 a^^^idavits 
o{i compieted administration ^iied. Once again, the sta^^^ mast monitor these 
accounts individaaiiy {^or accuracy and statutory compiiance.

Mt, o{i the above petitions were processed by the sta{t{i and advertised 
when requiAed by statute. In addition, ail petitions requiring a hearing 
were acted upon by the Judge or Acting Judge, in his absence. Neediess to 
say, the Courts responsibiiity with monitoring and accountability o{^ ait- 
estates has kept our sta^^^j extremeiy busy.

Mt registry accounts, which have dramaticaity increased, are currentty 
computerized in two separate {lormats. This has fiacititated the presentation 
0)^ these accounts to the internat auditors. In short, auditors can be pro­
vided with "on the spot" current status o{) att registry accounts.

The Court has continued its' tracking o^ pending estates. White the 
Court has continued with its’ manuai tracking system o^ monitoring guardian­
ship estates {^or the {siting o{i annuai accounts and status reports, it has 
continued the process towards computerization. The sta{i^ has written 
throughout the US and has traveiied to a number o^ Courts seeking input 
herein. We have aiso met with the City's computer peopie ^or a speciaiized 
Probate program. This past year has seen an incAease o^ oua computerized 
^iies.



0

boA-dZ,

rr IS ORDERED THAT

.CLERK

The, P/Lobcute. CouAt, (U i,tatzd above., hcoi take,yi actZon, -6u.a Aponte, -cn cM. 
estate. maXte?L4, in o^deA to tn^uAz that the. itdaci^a/LtieA oaz complying Mii:h 
Rhode, l^iland GcneAol Lom^. The, Pwbatc Coafit i^ committed to ^o/itheA im- 
pfLOvementi), dc^pTXc bing .iho^ta^^cd, in all o^ the above /ce^eAenced a/LCOof).

Z’ IN CITY COUNCIL 
JAN 2 1 ^999 

READ 
WHE 
THE

X/tanfe
CleAfz
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