City of Probidence

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

No. 242
Approved May 22, 2023

RESOLVED, That the Members of the Providence City Council
hereby Authorize Approval of the following Contract Award by the Board of
Contract and Supply, in accordance with Section 21-26(b)(2).

Special Event Support Grantees $200,000.00
(Department of Arts, Culture and Tourism)
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OFFICE OF THE IERNAL AUDITOR
City of Providence

April 4, 2023

Ms. Tina Mastroianni
City Clerk’s Office
City of Providence
25 Dorrance Street
Providence, RI 02903

Dear Tina:

I am writing to request that the following requested contract awards be submitted to the City Council and
the Finance Committee for approval:

o Department of Arts, Culture and Tourism:
= Approval to “Pay Special Event Support Grantees™ in the amount of $200,000.00
in accordance with the Code of Ordinances, Section 21-26 (b) (2).

o Office of Economic Opportunity:
=  Award to various vendors for “One Providence for Youth Employment Program”
in the amount of $1,501,625.18 in accordance with the Code of Ordinances,
Section 21-26 (b) (1).

Sincerely,

M )10 P

Gina M. Costa
Internal Auditor

Cc: - Joe Wilson, Jr, Director of ACT
Kadeem Leslie, Deputy Director of Economic Opportunity
Jonathon Martin, Director of Public Property
Alejandro Tirado, Director of Purchasing
James J. Lombardi, I1I, City Treasurer
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Department of Art, Culture + Tourism
Brett #. Smiley, Mayor | loe Wilson Ir., Director

January 19, 2023

The Honorable Brett P. Smiley
Chairman, Board of Contract and Supply
City Hall

25 Dorrance Street

Providence, RI1 02903

RE: Requesting Approval to Pay Special Event Support Grantees WaterFire Providence, Community MusicWorks,
Trinity Repertory Company, Hope Street Merchants Association, The Puerto Rican Professional Association of R,
RPM Voices of Rhode Esland, West Broadway Neighborhood Association, AS220 Inc., and Rhode Island Black
Storytellers.

MinuteTraq I Number: 39723 Minority Participation: 0 % MBE, ) %WBE
Account Code(s):

1. 263-0021-22, 55125
Dear Mayor Elorza,

The department of Art, Culture + Tourism respectfully requests approval to pay Special Event Support Grantees
WaterFire Providence, Community MusicWorks, Trinity Repertory Company, Hope Street Merchants Association,
The Puerto Rican Professional Association of RI, RPM Voices of Rhode Island, West Broadway Neighborhood
Association, AS220 Inc., and Rhode Island Black Storytellers grant funds to reimburse eligible costs/expenses related to
economic hardships resulting from the COVID-19 pandemic in Fiscal Year 2023.

Grant awardees responded to a publicly advertised Notification of Funding Availability and their statements of need and
supporting materials were reviewed by a panel of City of Providence employees using the attached rubric. The reviewers
determined that all applicants were qualified and recommended funding amounts based on relative gravity of impact as
measured by the rubric and the availability of funds.

Funds in the amount of $200,000.00 are available in account 263-0021-22 in Fiscal Year 2023.

WaterFire Providence
475 Valley St
Providence, RI 02908
$10,000.00

Community MusicWorks
1392 Westminster St,
Providence, RI 02909
$25,000

Trinity Repertory Company
PROVIDENCE THE CREATIVE CAPITAL

444 Westminster Street. 3rd FL | Providence. Rhode I3land 02803 | 401880 5770 cemice | 401 680 8493 max
www.previdenceri.com

—
Bret facob, Director of PVD Recovery Programs
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QUICK OVERVIEW:?: ARFA SPECIAL EVENTS

ROUND TWO

Total S amount of nine organizations = $463,482.50
Amount to give for Special Events Round Two= $200,000
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WaterFire is a world renowned event m,_m# is nqma_ﬁmm sir reviving ﬁrm Emrﬁ_:ﬂm o% _u8<am3nm msa o_ﬂmém mn_uw.ox:,mmﬁm? Mm,_
people to experience art in what would otherwise be dark and empty parks and city streets of downtown.

*  WaterFire Providence rcavz _.mncmm.a mmo 000 o%
American Rescue Plan funds to counter the devastating
effects of the Covid-19 pandemicon the organization.
We began our recovery in 2021, but are still suffering
and in extreme deficit compared to the pre-pandemic
year of 2019,

* These ARP funds would contribute to WaterFire’s ability
to continueto recover from the pandemic and recoup
some of the lost funds. Our financial stability directly
impacts our abilityto plan for and execute the following
season’s downtown lighting events.

WaterFire’s return to traditional downtown programmingin
2021 was instrumentalin the economic recovery of
Providence and Rhode Island. Even though it was a
shortened season, waterfire began to once again draw
visitors to downtown and sparked business for the
hospitality industry

COMPLIANCE

Everything submitted




Community MusicWorks

Community MusicWorks is a 25-year-old cultural organization in Providence, Rl with the mission to create cohesive urban community
through music education and performance that transforms the lives of children, families, and musicians. [Through a long-term chamber
music residency featuring a long-term Youth Music Program and an annual series of 25-30 public concerts.
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«  We respectfully request a grant of $25,105 to offset COVID- * ...as welock towards opening a new facility in the 2023-24 season,
. . L funding will improve our bottom line and enable us to launch our new
related income reductions and additional expenses connected

venue from a position of fiscal strength
* Numbers of annual audience members and clients served from 2019,
2020, and 2021 2019: 3,000 in-person audience members; 166 students
« Funds from this grant will support 2020: 4,000 in-person audience members; 133 students (in spring 2020

Community MusicWorks’ ongoing abilityto employ we offered Instagram-based virtual “residencies” for which we did not
taff d t d di B d track attendance) 2021; 5,397 (5,187 virtual and 210 in-person)

staff, produce events, m.: engage au _m.:nmm. ase . audience members: 115 student

on the success of our virtual programming at engaging .

audiences who are unable to attend in person, we have

decided to continue offering hybrid virtual events as . COMPLIANCE
we produce our events in-person.

with our public special event series.

Everything submitted
Received 400K for ARPA Cultural Facilities- Still Eligible just FYI




Trinity Repertory Company
ORGANIZATION OVERVIEW

Trinity Rep’s mission is to reinvent the public square with dramatic art that stimulates, educates, and engages its diverse community ina

continuing dialogue. We do this through nationally recognized stage productions, a professional resident acting company, graduate
training programs offered in partnership with Brown University, lifelong learning opportunities, and arts education programs that reach

students in grades K-12.

» The City of Providence’s investment of $50,000 in ARPA funds
would provide the theater with vital support as we strive to
maintain our high quality artistic and educational programming
and maintain sufficient staffing levels as 2022-23 ticket sales
and attendance so far are lagging behind our budgeted goals

for the season

*  During 2018-2019, cur last “normal” season, we reached over 106,000
‘people through six mainstage productions and robustK-12 education
programs throughout the schoolyear and summer

COMPLIANCE

Everything submitted




The PRPARI is a Nonprofit community organization founded on 2015 and based in Providence, Rhode [sland. We serve not only Puerto
Ricans but the entire Hispanic community of Rl. We give seminars, workshops, classes including our professional services completely free.

RE e S =

*  We mobilize immediately when our community suffers somekind of
need or emergency. We shipped 77 tons of groceries to Puerto Rico
when Hurricane Maria hit the island and we did the same thing recently

* Inthe summer we celebrate our music rhythms, gastronomies
and our culture at the Providence Bay Festival in a safe, fun,

. o g 1
and cultural environment. This is m mmB_E o._._msﬂmn_. kids for Hurricane Fiona. We have made collections for other Spanish
friendly event at no charge. The kid’s area is free for all the speaking countries as well.

kids.

COMPLIANCE

Everything submitted
This application is not quite complete/ Andy is working with PRPARI to
complete this application. They should still be considered




Hope Street Merchants Association

The PRPARI is a Nonprofit community organization founded on 2015 and based in Providence, Rhode Island. We serve not only Puerto
Ricans but the entire Hispanic community of RI. We give seminars, workshops, classes including our professional services completely free.
We offer financial aid to young high school graduates with an excellent academic index for their university needs.

» This $16,210.31 grant will help our local merchants re-commit
to our signature events in Spring & Winter 2023. Since the
shutdown of 2020, the great majority of merchants have been
hampered by staffing issues, supply chain issues and inflation
issues. Of these, the most urgent is the staffing issue for
businesses stretched thin on their primary mission.

- Directly they support local artists, performance artists and
musicians who profit on those days, as well as the stores
restaurants and service businesses who line the street;
-they create immediate impact through revenue, which the
Association has used to fund the purchases of plantsand

planters, bike racks, holiday lighting, attractive bannersand

other elements of neighborhood beautification.

’

COMPLIANCE

Everything submitted




The West Broadway Neighborhood Association {(WBNA} organizes residents and businesses within parts of the West End, Federal Hill, and Upper South

Providence neighborhoods to preserve and promote our diverse, historic community as a safe, vibrant, and sustainable place tolive, work, eat, learn, and
shop... achieving community goals through a combination of programs, advocacy, collaboration, engagement, events, and replicable projects with neighbors
at the center of decision-making. ... which includes residents of approximately 3,000 household

¢ Aninfusion of funding at this juncture will help us to both restore
income-generating programs and give space to strategic planning that ,
will lend stabhility and carry the organization forward.

* Increase the hours and salary of the Interim Executive
Director to be more in line with pre pandemic numbers

* Compensate a consultant to assist in the creation of a
development plan that will reimagine how WBNA raises
money in a post-pandemic world

= Recruit a part-time staff person or intern to coordinate and
lead outreach efforts.

Everything submitted




RPM Voices of Rhode Island's
ORGANIZATION OVERVIEW

RPM Voices of Rhode Island is a non-profit 501(c) {3) arts organization. We offer an experiential educational curriculum committed to the preservation of
African American folk traditions and cultural expressions as preserved through choral music. RPM Voices of Rhode Istand has offered two workshops each
year, an intensive two-to three-week SUMMER CHORAL & GOSPEL MUSIC WORKSHOP and an intensive one-week WINTER CHORAL MUSIC WORKSHOP...Upon
the conclusion of our workshops, we produce a concert presentation which represents the music learned in the respective workshop

* RPM Voices is requesting reimbursement in the amount of
536,657.00 to return the organization to its pre-covid capacity.
RPM is planning to hold its annual summer concert on July
16th, 2023. This concert will employ no less than ten
performing artists, musicians, directors and teaching artists.
RPM has partnered with Trinity Repertory Theater to host this
event and expects its audience o return to pre-covid numbers.

* |n addition to the annual summer concert, RPM plans to
reinstitute its teaching workshops offered on the history of
African American Music.

& it RO S i Tt e R RS BT e oo R G i R
RPM Voices of Rhode Isiand's mission is to create a musical space for all
voices to participate in the African American choral tradition through an
ongoing experiential education cycle of instruction and performance

COMPLIANCE

Everything submitted
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RHODE ISLAND BLACK STORYTELLERS

appreciation and mvﬁ_mnm:o: of Black storytelling to all ﬁ_mo_u_m H?ocm: n.cxc_wmw historical

and educational performances. RIBS defines Black storytelling as the oral arts and traditions of African-descended people worldwide. RIBS presents
professional artists, offers classes and workshops for all ages as well as community engagement experiences. All these programs come together each year in
RIBS’ signature event, the annual FUNDA FEST: A Celebration of Black mﬁo_.ﬁm:_:@ which takes place each January and reaches over 7500 people locally, and

now, via technology, around the world.

* 1n 2021, RIBS pivoted to an online festival, and reached a global
* audience of over 8000 and presented performers from the African
Diaspora.

*  RIBS partnered w/ Rl Dept of Ed to present FUNDA STORY CAMP,
teaching youth cultural stories and performance skills during school and
sumimer vacations (with a wait list for April 2023)

* These funds will ensure the stability of RiBS by solidifying financial
supportfor staff so that we can keep our growing programs operating.
This solid ground will enable staff to work to find additional resources
to support RIBS so that we maintain an organization that continues to
make an impact in our community for at least another 25 years

In 2022, RIBS’ FUNDA FEST presented 53 programs (live, live zoom, and
pre-recorded) to schools across Rl and nearby MA, Nine programs in
seven different Providence schools alone reached 1558 students

RIBS is the only nonprofit organization in the region that is dedicated to
promoting and presenting the oral storytelling arts and traditions of
Black {African diasporic) people to the community.

. We are located in the most diversezip code in Rl, where demographics
from the Providence school department show that 13-14% of the
population is Black non-hispanic, and 50-65% is hispanic. .

COMPLIANCE

Everything submitted




We, the people of Rhode Island, associate ourselves for the vc,zuam of _v«os%sm a local forum and home for the arts, through the
maintenance of residential and work studios, galleries, performance and educational spaces...Our facilities and services are made available
to all artists who need a place to exhibit, perform, or create their original artwork, especially those who cannot obtain space to exhibit or
perform from traditional sources because of financial or other limitations.

* Intotal, in fiscal year 2022, revenue from events was
approximately $150,000 less than the year prior to the

This funding will help stabilize the program, enable us to

pandemic. We are requesting the full possible $50,000 award continueto operate with proper staffing, and will likely also
available through the PVYD Rescue Plan Arts Culture + Tourism enable us to expand programming to an additional day
Special Events program. each week, addressing a significant need in the community.

COMPLIANCE

Everything submitted
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