
THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
No. 597

Approved November 15, 1991

RESOLVED, that the Abandonment of a portion of

Garnet Street, approved August 10, 1990 is hereby rescinded.
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THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
No. 385

Approved August  10 , 1990

RESOLVED, DECREED AND ORDERED:

That the following named street shown as cross-

hatched area on the accompanying plan entitled: "Providence,

Rhode Island, Department of Public Works-Engineering 0~.fice,

Street Line Section Plan No. 064485 dated March 13, 199011 ,

VIZ:

Garnet Street, (portion of) from Weybosset Street

to Pine Street, shown as cross-hatched area on the accompany-

ing plan and designated by the letters (A-B-C-D-A) having

ceased to be useful to the public and the same is proposed

to be abandoned as a Public Highway, provided that a full

sewer easement is granted for the 12 inch sanitary sewer,

an easement be granted to the Water Supply Board to provide

unrestricted access over the full width o-f the street, and

an easement be granted to the Providence Gas Company Kor

- its mains and the damage to the abutters is appraised at

nothing and so awarded, and it is further

ORDERED, That the Traffic Engineer be, and he is

hereby directed to cause a sign to be placed on the above-

named highway abandoned as aforesaid, having thereon the

words, "Not a Public Highway", and it is further

ORDERED, That after the entry of this order or

decree, the City Clerk shall cause a notice, thereof, to be

published in a newspaper published in the County of Providence

at least once a week iior three successive weeks, and a further

and personal notice shall be served by the City Sergeant upon

every owner of land abutting the above-named highway which has

At been abandoned, who is known to reside within the State.
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GARNET STREET OVERVIEW

On Thursday, August 2, 1990, the City Council for the City of Provi-
dence, Rhode Island voted on two separate but nonetheless tied together resolu-
tions. These resolutions, Numbers 17 and 41, were respectively: The acceptance
of a payment from Johnson and Wales University of $80,000 per year in lieu of
taxes following the purchase of the Outlet site and the planned construction of a
$30 million campus; and the abandonment of Garnet Street between the Outlet
site and the existing McNulty Hall dormitory for an apron (mini-campus) be-
tween the two sites.

The resolutions were interwoven together in private agreement within city
hall and were outside the public forum. They were designed to reward Johnson
and Wales the gift of Garnet Street for value received under separate resolution
($80,000 per year payment to the city of Providence and a substantial campus in
the heart of downtown) .

Over 11th hour objections from members of the community, the council
voted to pass the resolution abandoning Garnet Street. Bob Clarkin said that his
vote was, "Committed," but that he would never again make such a commitment
without direct input from his constituents.

-On Saturday, October 20, 1990, the Providence Journal-Bulletin reported
that J&W had abandoned its plans to purchase the former Outlet department store
site. Thomas V. Moses, director of the Department of Planning and Develop-
ment for the city said that the street abandonment would be rescinded and the
payment in lieu of taxes would not take affect.

Now more than one year later, it seems that J&W still controls Garnet
Street. They have moved to place signs on the street which say, "DO NO
ENTER, " and with these signs have effectively blocked traffic flow between Pine
and Weybosset streets.

Councilman Robert M. Clarkin is mounting a campaign to force J&W to
give back the street although I am not sure why he can't just introduce a resolu-
tion rescinding the original abandonment. When passed, let its validity be tested
in court should J&W choose to pursue it. Councilman Clarkin needs our help to
recover this crucial street at a time in our economy when the attitudes of consum-
ers coming into downtown Providence is at an all time low and any traffic jam
such as is caused when Pine Street is closed off to thru traffic for loading of
shows at the Performing Arts Center might just cause them to say, "I'm not
coming downtown anymore, its just not worth it." Todays news reports that



Governor Bruce Sundlun now sees the Rhode Island economy in "depression."
We, the downtown merchants, need all the help we can get.

Who knows why J&W still wants Garnet Street--for an apron to McNulty
Hall Dormitory; for private parking; to reduce their insurance liability for stu-
dents entering and leaving the dorm? What matters is that J&W has not fulfilled
its original commitment to build the planned campus and all agreements should
be nullified. If it's right to abandon Garnet Street, then let it be pursued by the
parties concerned on the basis of new arguments.

Eddy Street was abandoned years ago when the Outlet was thriving and
Broadcast House was being built. Now it is the private parking lot for the
Channel 10 TV station and the remains of a monument to the Sinclair family,
founders of the Outlet Company. Strange how abandonments seem to make

sense 

in the near term but in long term don't always benefit the public good.
Don't the new owners of the Outlet property have a vested interest in half of
Eddy Street?

Won't you join me in support of Councilman Clarkin's effort to recover
Garnet Street to the people of the City of Providence. Streets are in the public
trust and should be given up only when compelling evidence exists that such will
be a greater benefit than their use as a means of public travel.

Please act now on the enclosed documents and be prepared to participate in
person if need be. Bob Clarkin will speak actively on this issue at the Council
meeting in City Hall on Thursday evening, November 7.

Please call Mayor Cianci's office at 421-7740 and tell him that you want
Garnet Street back. Also, please give moral support to Bob Clarkin at 751-2603.
The time is now to act decisively on this injustice.

Sincerely,

Charles C. Earle, III
Director .
Uechi Karate School
153- Weybosset Street
Providence, RI 02903

November 6, 1991 Tel 274-1600



November 6, 1991

The Honorable Vincent "Buddy" Cianci
Mayor of the City of Providence
City Hall
Providence, RI 02903

Dear Mayor Cianci,

I am outraged that the Garnet Street abandonment, Providence City
Council Resolution #385, dated August 10, 1990, has not yet been rescind-
ed. Johnson and Wales University should be forced to give it back other-
wise the city should act to take it back. The street is needed for vehicular
travel. Johnson and Wales University doesn't deserve the street for its
private use. The previous administration should have corrected this error
prior to leaving office.

I urge you to act without delay to correct this injustice.

Sincerely,

Name

Address



November 6, 1991

Councilman Robert M. Clarkin
329 Ives Street
Providence, RI 02906

Dear Bob,

I am outraged that the Garnet Street abandonment, Providence City
Council Resolution #385, dated August 10, 1990, has not yet been rescind-
ed. Johnson and Wales University should be forced to give it back other-
wise the city should act to take it back. The street is needed for vehicular
travel. Johnson and Wales University doesn't deserve the street for its
private use.

You have my support for this effort and I urge you to act without
delay to correct this injustice.

Sincerely,

Name

Address
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J&W drops Outlet site plan
Sources say oil in rubble soured school on project

By JOHN CASTELLUCCI
• Journal-Bulletin Staff Writer
PROVIDENCE

Plans by*Johnson*&*Wales*University to buy the former Outlet department
store site and build a $30 million campus on the property have been abandoned.

Even though the 2-acre site may meet the needs of "many, many other
enterprises," it fails to meet*Johnson*&*Wales'*"unique" engineering standards
and thus will not be bought by the university as planned,*Johnson*&*Wales*said
in a statement yesterday.

The university continues to be interested in "several other sites within
the city of Providence, and particular=ly in the downtown area," where the
university already owns 11 buildings, school officials said.

But that came as no consolation to city officials, who had hoped the
planned Weybosset*Street*campus would help revitalize downtown.

"We're very disappointed. As you know, we've been working long and hard
to make this project come together," said Thomas V. Moses, director of the,
Department of Planning and Development.

*Johnson*&*Wales*officials declined to be interviewed about the breakdown
of the Outlet deal, despite repeated requests over the last week.

But sources said the university canceled an agreement to pay $6.1
million for the two acres after a study by Goldberg-Zoino & Associates, the
engineering company it hired to inspect the land, indicated the presence of a
small oil slick in the rubble used as fill.

*Johnson*&*Wales*refused to resume negotiations even after Michael
Mulhare, supervising engineer of the Ground Water Division of the state
Department of Environmental Management, wrote a letter Sept. 17 saying that,
based on the Goldberg-Zoino report, "No significant contamination is present.

"

Mulhare said the oil slick came from a leak in demolition equipment used
to tear down the remains of the fire-ravaged Outlet building.

The university demanded that CityPlace Associates, the partnership that
owns the land, remove the rubble before it would resume negotiations.

Sheldon Gerber, managing partner of CityPlace, balked at the demand,
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GARNET & STREET & JOHNSON & WALES PAGE 2
according to the sources, because it would cost an estimated $125,000, and
there was no assurance that*Johnson*&*Wales*would buy the land once the
rubble was gone.

Before entering into the*Johnson*&*Wales*deal, Gerber had been planning
to build a 300-car parking lot on the Outlet site. The Providence*Off-Street*
Public Parking Authority issued $2.1 million in tax-free bonds for the .
parking lot and for repairs to the former Outlet garage, which has a 400-car
capacity.

The bond money is still available, according to city records, making it
possible for Gerber to go ahead with the parking lot. It was unclear yesterday
whether he would..

'Heavy loading'
If the rubble had been removed as*Johnson*&*Wales*had demanded, Gerber

would have had to replace it before building the parking lot, explaining why
he balked, according to the sources. Bentley Tobin, a lawyer representing
Gerber, confirmed the sources' account.

The written statement issued by*Johnson*&*Wales*made no specific
reference to the environmental issue. Instead, it referred to the "heavy
loading" that would have been imposed by the high-rise buildings planned by
the university and implied that the Outlet site would have been incapable of
sustaining the load.

"In addition, we are required to seek financing from national banks and
capital markets, often located outside of Rhode Island and New England," the
statement continued. "These financial institutions have their own standards
which they apply to site selection and make it more difficult for us to select
a final site."

Before*Johnson*&*Wales*issued the statement, Tobin confirmed the,
breakdown in negotiations.

"To the best of my knowledge, as of today, the parties are no longer
negotiating," he said Thursday.*Johnson*&*Wales*issued the statement after
being informed of Tobin's remarks.

The Outlet deal was announced in May. John A. Yena, president.of the
university, said at the time that the university's plans called for a unified
campus, including 500 dormitory rooms, 25,000 square feet of classroom space
and a student union building featuring a library, cafeteria and health center.
The campus was to be built by 1994.

The city agreed to abandon a section of*Garnet*Street,*which runs
immediately west of the Outlet site, .so that McNulty Hall, a*Johnson*&*Males*
dormitory, could be included in the planned campus. The city,also agreed to
acgept an $80,000-a-year payment in lieu of property taxes from*,'chii6;~~
&*Wales,*which is tax-exempt.

Moses said the*street*abandonment, which was approved by the Gity;Council
last August, would be rescinded. The payment in lieu of taxes will nat`tttke­
effect.
KEYWORDS: redevelopment
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PETITION

TO: Councilman Robert M. Clarkin

FM: Constituents, Merchants, and Consumers of Ward 1, Providence

We the undersigned, petition the City Council of the City of Providence
through the efforts of Councilman Robert M. Clarkin to rescind Resolution 385
dated August 10, 1990 which effectively abandoned Garnet Street between Pine
and Weybosset Streets.

Johnson and Wales University has failed to live up to its side of the bargain
concerning this abandonment. The street is an essential part of the intricate traf-
fic flow pattern of downtown Providence. The economy is such that any further
deterioration in the perceived condition of the downtown area is detrimental to its
health. Johnson and Wales University's private use of a public street cannot be
deemed any less than personal, selfish and not for the general public good.

We urge the City Council to act expeditiously in this matter to avoid any
further public impression that a clandestine give-away has taken place. Take
back Garnet Street without delay.
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