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RESC~LUTI~i~ 0~ TH ~ ~ITY ~~~J ~~~ ~ ~~
.1~~, 36

.A.p,~~oved January 23, 1973

WHEREAS, tens of thousands of dollars from residents

of the State of Rhode Island are being spent in the Commonwealth

of Massachusetts and the State of Connecticut in the purchases

of tickets for State Lotteries, and

4JHEREAS, the provisions of the Constitution of the

state ot Rhode Island and Providence Plantations prohibit a

State conducted lottery, and the amending process to ~he said

constitution to permit such lottery is so cumbersome that it

could take two years to institute such a lottery, and

YIHEREAS, the question of constitutionality of such a

lottery would be avoided by basing the betting process on the

skill of the individual who would purchase a lottery card in

choosing the cainners, such as the principles employed in horse

race betting and stock market purchases, and would avoid the
..~.-

constitutional entanglements of which there is legal precident

of such a system in Rhode Island Law, and

WHEREAS, betting systems nova employed in New York

S~ate reveal some salient facts that should be recognized by the

Government of the State of Rhode Island, such as a report reveal--

ing that the average race track bett~r is age fifty and his skill

card counterpart is only twenty-nine years of age, which demon-

strates that race track attendance and betting is on the downswing,

while skill oriented games are ever increasing in popularity with

the younger generation, which could bear with the prediction if

the State of Rhode Island continues to rely on race track proceeds

for revenue, within ten years, that revenue would be negligible,

- and

WHEREAS, the City of_Providence should initiate this

~'Skill Game Authority" for sorely needed new sources of revenue to

relieve the tax burden on its proporty owners, in anticipation of

the adoption of this betting concept, which could net the Ci.ty an

additional two and one-half to three million dollars in annuai re-

venue which could be utilized in many areas, and

VJHEREA5, the legal acceptance of this proposal would have

a two-fold effect; namely, the City would gain much needed revenue

without resorting to another property tax increase; organized crime

would be dealt a serious blow in their betting rackets which siphon

off millions of dollars annually to support underworld activities,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RE50LVED, that upon the adoption of

this Resolution, the City 5olicitor is hereby directed to prepare

an Act,incorporating the provisions of this Resolution,and cause the
~u~{Re~.JT 

Zi.1i.said Act to be introduced into the-~e~~t session of the General
/-s/-~~3

Assembly and to urge its passage.
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JATE:

T0;

• SUBJECT;

CONSIDERED BY:

~ DISPOSITION;

City of Providence, R. I.

Department of City Clerk

MEMORANDUM
October 12, 1972

G~,~y Sa~.i.cito~ ~~cos~er

~ES~i.~UTIOPJ ESTRSLISHINC A"SKILL GA~ AUTH4RiTYn FOA
TH~ C~TX OF PRaVST~ERiCE, RNOD~ TaLAND

~~mmit~ee on Finance

A~~ached is copy fl: subject R~splutian refer~eci to
you for study arid report as t+~ the possibility oi~
it being upheld by the cc~u~ts of our 5~~te as to
its leg~li~y.

~ ̀ ~~~~%.
City Clerk



, City of Arovidence
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Rhode Island

. , — _ Department of City Clerk ~:: - _ ~

M~~O~tANDUM

DATE ; November 2 8,~ 9 72

T0: City .S.olicitor. Mcaske~ .r .

SUBJECT, RESOLUTTON $STABLZ$HING A'~SKILL GA~ AUTH4RITY' FOR THE
CiTY OF PR~iiIDENC~, RHODE ~SLAND".

CONS I DERED BY; Committee on Finarsce

DISPOSITION;
On October 12, 1972, a memorandum was transmi~~ed

t0 you on ~h~ ~b0V~3 Stibj@Ct for s~udy ~nd report as ~o the poss~.bility
af ~he subject Resolution being uphel.d by the cour~s of our S~a~e as
to its legali~y.

The Compnittee on ~'inance has riat had ~he' ben~fit of
~ respons~ an yovr report as o#' ~his date. W3,11 you, ~heref~re, kindly
hono~ th3.s ~ce~can~d r~quest.

~ ~.~~.~.-~--~'

City C e~



RO~ERT J, McOSItiGR,
CITY SOLICITOR

RONALD H, G~ANTZ

. DEPUTY GITY SOLICiTOR

JOHN ,J, CAPPELLI

JOHN CAPPEl.LO

STEVEM S. SABGR

ABSISTAN73

JOSEPM A, FLORIp

GPECIAL COUNSEL

c~airw~ ao~usr~a
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LAW DEPARTMEI'~IT
CITY MALL, PFtOVIDENCE

RMpDE ISLAND 02903

427-7740 EXT, 3B9

AR6A GORE 401

M AYO R

JOSEPH A, f~00RLEY, JR.

~ecember 13, 1972.

Rob~rt F. Lynch, Chairman,
Committee on Finance,

c/o Vineent Vespia, Cit~ Clerk,
Citp Hall,
Providence, R.I.

Dear Bob:

R~: R~SflLUTION ~TABI,ISHIN~ ,A SBI'bT.ED ~,~
A,tJTHQRITY F~R THE Cl2Y OF PROVID~NCE,

RHODE TSS,AND

In reply to your memo on the above subject, it is my considered
opinior~ that if the General ~,~sembly did in fact acquiesce

in the request of the ~ity Council ~o crea~e a"Skilled
~ame Authoritq", it would violate the Rhode Island Constitution.

From the contents of the resolution and the theory behind
the adop~ion of such an Authority, it wo~ld appear to m~
that this would violate tY~e band existing in our State
Gon~titution agair~st lotteries.

I do not feel that ~he Gity Council should request
authority fr~m the G~neral Assembly to ereate such a body,
as suggested, which in mp opinion would be illegal.

Very y yaurs,

Z ' `L~ ~

r.

~

ROB~RT . McOSKER,
CITY SOLICIiOR

RJM : RAF'


