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Preseat; Coancil President Pro Tempore Farg-
noli and Conncilmen Addison, Ahern, Almagno,

' Bradshaw, Cirelli, Cola, Ftynn, Garan, Glavin,
' Gorodetsky, GrlBin, Henries, Jahnson, Lyneh~

, Mansoliilo, Mernla, Pearlman, Petroeinelli, Sal-
~ vatore, Tomaseo and Ravier-22.

• Absent: Council President Haxton and Coun-
cilwomaa Brabsil, Conncilmen 9travato and Tur-
chett~--l.
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The Invocation is given by COUN~ILMAN

SANFORD H. GnORODETSSY.

'~ PLEDGE OF F~LLEGIANCE '~O TH~ FL.~~

QF T~iE ~~~~ ~~~ ST~T~~ OF AM~R~C~

COIINCILMAN TBOMAS W. PEARLMAN
leads the Members of the City Councii aad the
Assemblage in the Pledge of Allegiance to the ~
Flag of the IInited $tates of America.

~~Rov~.~ o~ ~~co~.~ ~
The Journal of Proceedings No. 92 of the Regu-

lar Meeting of the City Councir held April 6,
' 1978, aad Posted April 18, 1978, on that Bulie-

tin Board located on the Gronnd Floor of the
City Hall, is Approved as Printed, on motion of
COIINCILMAN LYNCH, secoaded by COUNCIL-
MAN ADDISON. ,
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APPOInCTMEN''r ~Y HIS HONOR THE MAYOR

Communication dated April 6, 1978, Informing
the Honorable City Council, in Writing, of His
Re-appointment of Roland A. Dumont, 144 Su-
perior Street, Providence, as a Member of the
Board of Canvassers and Registration, for the
Term Ending on the First Monday in March, 1984,
Subject to Gbnfirmation by the City Council.

April 6, 1978

The Honorable Members of the City Council
Providence City Hall
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Commntucation Read and Received and Ap-
puintment Approved, on motion of COIINCIL-
MAN LYNCH, seconded by COIINCILMEN AD-
DISON, BRADSHAW and MANSOLILLO, by the
fallowing Roll Cail Vote:

Ayes: Council President Pro Tempore Fargnoli
anci Councilmen Addison, Ahern, Almagno, Brad-
shaw, Cirelli, Cola, Garan, Gorodetsky, Griffin,
L~nch, Mansolillo, Pearlman, Petrosinelli and
Tamaxso---15.

101oes: Couneilmen Flynn, Glavtn, Merola and
Ravier-4.

Dear Honorable Members:
Not Voting: Conncilman Henries-1.

O In accordance with the provisions of Chapter
17-8-2 of the Public Laws of the 8tate of Rhode Absent: Conncil President Haaton and +Council-
Isiand (1956), I have this day reappointed Roland w~man Brassil, Connci2mea Johnson, Salvatore,
A. Dumont, 144 5uperior Street, Providence, as Stravato and Turchetta--6.
a member of the Board of Canvassers and Regis-
tration, f'or the term ending an the first Monday —

' in March 1984, subject to confirmati~on by the
City Council.

. Respectfuliy submitted,
VIIVCENT A. CIANCI, JR.
Mayor of Providence

ORDINAN~E SEC~ND READING

The following Ordinance was in City Council
Apri1 6, 1978, Read and Passed the First Time
and is Iteturned for Passage the Second Time:

An Ordinance Amending the Appropriation Or- dred 5ixty-Two Thousand Fifty-Four po113rs
dinance Chapter 1977-35, Approved July 18, ($362,054.00).
1977, by Increasing the Revenue Budget of the
School Department in the Amount of Three Hun- Be it ordained b~ the Citb of Providence:
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Section 1. Chapter 19'77-35 of the Ordinances
of the City of Providence, as approved July 18,
1977, and entitled', "An Ordinance in Amend-
ment of Ciiapter 1977-29. eti'ective July ii, 1977
Making an Appropriation bf ~108,255,372.79 for

the Stzpport of the City Gavernment for the Fis-

cal Year Ending June 30, 1978," as amended, is
hereby further amended by Increasing the Rev-
enue Budget of the School Department in the
amount of Three Hundred Sixty Two Thousand
Fifty Four pollars ($362,054.00), as follows:

~~em D increase
from $28Q007,725. to $28,454,020.

Item 1 increase
from 3,589,282. to 3,656,639.

Item 2 decrease

from 2,205,570. to 2,099,412.
Item 3 decrease
from 5,504,916. to 5;454,17Q.

Ytem 5 nncrease
from A43,3Q7. t.o Il48:613.

'Total Yncrease from $39;450,800. to $39,812,854.

In support of thic amended appropriation, the
revenue budget should kre amend.ed as foll~owst

City Appropriation
no change $28,075,883. to ~28,075,853.

FederaP Revenue
no change 117,036. to I17,036.

State Revenue
increase from 1I,117,283. to 11,479,337.

Scl~ool Reven.ue
no change 140,628, to 140,628.

Tatal Increase from $39,450,SQ(l, to $39,812,854.

Sec. 2. i'his Ordinance shall take effect upon
its passage.

Read and Passed the Second Time, on motion
aF COUNCpLMAN LYNCH, secon~ted bp C+DUN-
CI~.MAN ADDISON, by the following Roll ~'al[
Vote:

Ayes; Council President Pro Tempore Fargnoli
anc~ Coe~ncilmen Addison, Afiern, Almagno, Brad-
5h.aiv, CirePli', Cola, Flynn, Garan, Glavin, G~ro-
detsky, Gre}iin, Iienries, Lynch, Mansolilla, Pearl- ~
anan, Petrosinelli, Salvatore, Tomasso and Xav~er
—20.

Not Voting: Councilman Merol~a-1.

~hsent: Council President Haxton and Coan-
c'slsvoman Brassil, Councilmen Johnson, Stravato
a.nd ~rchettar-5.

P~.~'SE~.V'T'.~.TIQ~T OF RESC)LUTIOIVS

COIINCiL PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE FARG-
NOLI, COIINCILMAN ADDISON, COIINCIL-
MAN AHERN, COIINCII.MAN ALMAGNO,
COIINCILMAN BRADSHAW, COUNCILMAN
CIRELLI, COIINCILINIAN COLA, COIINC3L-
MAN FLYNN, COUNCILMAN GARAN,
COIINCII.MAN GLAVII~I, CO~7NCILMAN
GORODETSITY, CODNCILMAN GRIFFIN,
COIINCILMAN REATRIE$, COIINCILMAN
JOHNSON, COUNCILMAN LYNCH, COIIN-

CILMAN MANSOLILLO, COUNCILMAN ME-
ROLA, COUNCILMAN PEARLMAN, COIIN•
CILMAN PETR,OSINELLI, COIINCILMAN
SALVATORE, COUNCILMAN TOMASSO and
COIINCILMAN ~AVIER for Themselves and
COUNCIL PRESIDENT HARTON, COUNCIL-
WOMAN BRASSII. and COUNCILMAN STRA-
VATO, In Absentia:

Resolution Extending the Congratulations of the
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City Council to Vincent A. ftagosta, Jr., Esquire
Upon His Recent Nomination as District Court
Judge.

W hereas, His Excellency J. Joseph Garrahy,
Governor of the State of fthode Island and~ Provi-
dence Plantations, has named Vincent A. Ragosta,
Jr., Esquire, as his appointee to the vacancy on
the Rhode Island District Court, caused by the
elevation of Judge Corinne P. Grande to the
Sfiate Superior Court, and

Z~Vhereas, Mr. Ragosta, whose practice of law
has been recognized as exemplary by his brother
and sister Lawyers and by the several Courts
before which he practiced, and

Whereas, Well regarded citizen of our Com-
munity, Mr. Ragosta has devoted much of his
adult life to religious, civic, and fraternal causes
and has set patterns of excellence in social be-
havior, often cited by his associates,

Now, The~•ejore, be it Resolvecl, That in ac-
kno~uledging the Governor's appointment of Vin-
cent A. Ragosta, Jr., Esquire to the Rhode Island
District Court, the City Council of the City of
Providence, Rhode Island hereby sincerely rec-
ommends his confirxnation by the Rhode Island
Senate and further offers Mr. Ragosta their con-
gratulations upon the occasion of his appoint-
ment.

COUNCILMA,N FLYNN, COUNCILMAN GAR-
AN, COUNCILMAN NENRIES, COUNCILMAN
JOHNSON, COIINCILMAN MANSOLILLO
and COIINCILMAN TOMASSO for Themselves
and COUNCIL PRESIDENT HAXTON, In Ab-

sentia (By Request) :

Resolution Declaring May 21, 1978, as Provi-
dence's Eighth Commtznity Congress Day and
Urging All Citizens in the City to Support
P.eople Acting Through Community Effort in
Their Dedication Toward Impraving the Qual-
ity ot Lite in Pravidence,

tiVhereas, People Acting through Community
Effort (PACE) is a community organization work-
ing in the four neighborhoods of Elmwood,
South Pro~vidence, W2S~llrigion Park and W est
End, and

Whereas, PACE is composed of 150 separate
neigliborhood-based organizations, such as block
clubs, church groups, and business organizati~ons,
and

Whereas, PACE deals wii;h any issue af neigh-
borhood concern, working to guarantee that the
raembers of the cammunity have a voice in what
goea on in their neighborhood, and

Whereas, PACE will conduct the Eighth An-
nual Comm'unity Gbngress on May 21, 1978, and

Whereas, The Congress provides a forum for
all citizens and community graups to join to-
gether to discuss common goals and methods of
addressing the problems of the City, and

Wieereas, These goals can be met only through
a coordinated effort nf all segments af the Provi-
dence Community, and

[Vhe~•e.ns, At a time when apathy is so preva-
lent that it is healthy for residents to show their
concern by playing active roles in solving com-
munity problems,

Now, Therefore, be it Resolved, That 1Vday 21,
197'8, be declared Providence's Eighth Commun-
ity Congress Day and we hereby urge all the citi-
zens in the city to support Pe~ople Acting through
Community Effart in their dedication toward im-
proving the quality of life in Frovidence,

Be it further Resolved, That the members of
PACE extend an invitation to all honorable mem-
bers of the C'ity Council, and all residents of
Pr.ovidence, bo attend the Eighth Annual ~ongress
to be held at Central High School.
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COUNCIL PRESIDENT PItO TEMPOIiE FAftG-
NOLI:

Resolution of ~ongrat'ulations Upon the Observ-
ance of the Fiftieth Wedding Anniversary of
Mr, and Mrs. Serafino Lepore of Providence.

Resolved, That it is with sincere congratula-
tions and c~ontinuecl blessings that the members
of this City Council acknowledge the recent cele-
bration of Mr. and Mrs. Serafino Lepore of 180
Sandringham Avenue, Providence, upon the oc-

casion of their 50th Wedding AnnlveTsaTy, and

Be it ,further Resolved, That Almighty God
continue to hestow his chnicest of blessirngs upon
Mr. and Mrs. Serafino Lepore.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT PRO TElYFPORE Ft~Li~-
NOLI (By Request):

Resolution Requesting the Acting Public Service
Engineer to Order the Installation of a Street
Light on Pole No. 10, Located along Mink
Road.

Resolved, That the Acting Public Service Fngi-
neer is requested to nrder the installation of a
Street Light on Pole No. 10, located along Mink
Road.

COIINCILMAN ADDISON:

Resolutian Congratulating Dan Watts of Provi-
dence Country Day School, Upon Being Se-
lected t~o Play on the First Team of the 1978
Journal-Bulletin All Prep Team.

Whereas, Don Watts, standout Junior Athlete
at Country Day School, was the Southeastern
New England Ind~ependent League Scoring Cham-
pfon for 1978, and

Whereas, Don has earned sectional acclaim for
himself and his School for his outstanding per-

formances and has gained a host of touowers,

Now, Therefore, be it Resolved, That the City
Gbuncil extends to Don Watts, its congratulations
as an outstanding Basketball Player for Country
Day School and as a First Team 5election in the
Rhode Island Prep All-State Basketball Selec-
tions.

Resolution Congratulating Mike "Fly" King, of
Saint Dunstan's School, Upon Being Selected
to Play on the First Team bf the 1978 Journal-
Bulletin All Prep Teatn.

Whereas, Mike "Fly" King, sterling young ath-

lete and one of the main stays in st. nunstan~s
Day School's undefeated slate against Rhode Is-
land Competition, has been selected on the All-
5tate First Team in the State's All-Preg Basket-
ball League for 1978, and

Whereas, "Fly" King has given stellar athletic
performances and brought credit to his school for
his high pbints average in leading them to an
undefeated slate against the Leagues CompQtition,

Now, Therefore, be it Resolved, That the City
Council of the City of Providence, hereby con-
gratulates Mike "Fiy" King as an outstanding
pawer-forward, for St. Dunstan's Day School and
in his First Team Selection in the Rhode Island
Prep All-State First Basketball Team.

iiesolution Gbngratulating Joel "Sly" Mitchell, of
Saint Dunstan's School, Upon Being Selected
to Play on the First Team of the 1978 Journal-
Bulletin All Prep Team,

Whereas, Joel "Siy" Mitchell, standout athlete
and power-forward, has been selected to the

~
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Rhode Island Ail-State First Team for Prep
Schools in Basketball, and

Whereas, ~~Sly~~ M1tChe11 has brought credit to
St. Dunstan's Day Schoel and to himself, averag-
ing high points and in leading his Schaoi to an
undpfeated season against Rhode Island Prep
School Competition,

Now, Therefore, be it Resobved, That in noting
the selection of Joel "Sly" Mitchell en the First

~asketball All-State Team fQr Rhode Island Prep
Schnols the Members of the City Council hereby
1pp1811d hi9 5'~211~T pe2'formance and express their
sAncere wishes that he continue to bring glary to
hmiself and any future athletic group in which
hre participates.

Severaliy Read and Collectively Passed, on
motion of COIINCII.MAN LYNCH, seconded by
CmUNCILMAN ADDISON.

PER~OI~AL P~IV~LEGE

COUNCILMAN MEROLA Requests and is
Granted the Pr'ivilege of the Floor and States:

The reason I'm asking for Personal Privilege,
I want to ciear the air. To clear the record, to
see that all the remarks made at me, T feel I'm
all alone here, the alleged persons are not here.

No. 1. A;s long as I have been a Councilman,
elected Councilman from the Thirteenth Ward, I
think I have been faithful to the Council, num-
ber 1.

I have been faithful to the pe~aple of my Ward,
the Thirteenth Ward and~ I have been faithful to
the Democratic Party.

Now, to clear up accusations made by the
Mayor in recent television, radio and newspaper
reports, he made mention that the Thirteenth
Ward was not being represented. He said, if I
remember correctly, "the two Cbuncilmen from
the Thirteenth Ward haven't been to a meetin.g
or haven't seen them in one or two years and
one for seven months."

As my record shows in the Journal, I have
missed one meeting in three and one half years.

1Vo. 2. He is claiming that he is the advocator
of ~kse Redevelopment of Atwells Avenue. I have
heTe a statement from the Providence Journal
dat~d Wednesday, September 29, 1976, "Agency
Co~mits Ten Million to City Red~evelopment."

1`~ke Mayor sent a letter to the Agency or callecl
Stanley Bernstein and said he wanted Ten Mil-
lion out ef the 10.5 that was left in the Redevel-
oprcv.eat Agency Budget, in small print, very, very
small print, it says, I quote "Merola along with
City Councilman Edward Xavier, Ward One."

Now, ii it was up to the Mayor, Federal Hill
Redevelapment for revitalization would not be a
Fact today. This Ten Million would have been
spent in the City, but seeing that the Public
Worlks Bill of 1976 would not pass, wo'uld not
allocate the monep for Atwells Avenue, I re-
served Faur Million Dollars with the help of
Coua~cilman Xavier who is an the Redevelopment
Agency with me.

He has been boasting for the last two years,
Pm t~e one that's getting Atwells Avenue done,
and I sat bp and' let him get away with it, I sat
by and let him get away with, Merola is a crim-
inal.
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Well, not only did I help Federal Hill, but in

the Providence Journal January 11, 1978, "Prdvi-

dence Redevelopment Agency moves Por 12 Mii-
Hon Dollars Renewal in the City's West End,"
which is the Eighth Ward.

Another Resolution, another motion i made

sent a Million Dollars to the West End. I can't

see by the life of ine, Mr. Cianci making remarks

like this unless his Hatchet Man, Mr. Ronnie

Glantz, gave the wrong information, which is a

true fact, he does ~i~e the wrong fnformation,

1Vo, two, ta get off the Mayor, I don't want to

get on his back because he's trying to do a job
and I'm tr~~ing to da a job.

He is political and I'm political. My conviction

in the Court — Number 1— after my conviction

I paid three hundred' and sixty doltars forr a
transcript. A transcriAt, to my knowied~e, is
everything that transpires in a case in the court.
Nvmber 1—'Fhis is the transcript, righ there,

- and I don't want to bore you with all the details
of ~.he transcript, there was an omission made in
that transcript, Mrs. Clerk wouTd you please pass

otxt of have the Cit,y Sergeant pass out, the second
~ part of m.y transcript that I took two ,years to

arquire. Mr. Glantz says my alleged appeal was
another stall tactic, it took two ,years for me to
acauire this transcript. Every time my latvyer,

mv second law,yer I sh~ould say, would go down
~ and ask the Clerk, Mr. Merola made a statement

1 to me that. such and such a statement was in

' the transcript and can't find it. She said it was

never mad~e. It was never typed or, by the i~a,y.
this Clerk could not take by machine, she t0ok

~I it shorthand. I took a girl dowa that could read

tapes and at the time she said, I take by short-
' hand and you can't read my shorthand becaUse

I have my own methbd, You can see the daie on~
~ the transcrint when it was acquired, I think it

was like in OCtober or Nov. or shortly thereafter,

~ when ali this pressure bv Glantz, the Journal and
whatever else started. The statement in there I

thought that the time of the trial which my first
~ law,yer did not take excent3on to. wa~ ver,y bad

~or m.y part, but that is a question of law. An-

other thfng, the Judge had mentioned the v~rord

I priest — anci in the transcript iE reads clergy-

man. You know this is my first time in court, the
first time I ever had the experiPnce before a

Judge or before a Court in the 5tate of Rhode

Ysland or any other c0u1't, s0 I'm unfamiliar with
the laws or whatever, btzt I am learning, It is
taking me a little while, but I'm learning. These
are — this is the rest of the transcript and in the
~original transcript it says that this a true state-
ment of the court, and it can't be a true state-
ment because this is missing. When m.y lawyer
went up to the Supreme Court he didn't have

th1S, Attached to the end of the transcript, the

newer transcript, right here, is an affidavit sigt~ed
before a Not.ary Public by Fred DeQuattro, Ex-
ecutive Direetor for Pragress for Providence back
in 1970.

The char~e was intent to defraud, not to de-
fraucY, intent tb defraud. You know, I don't know
~f. anv peoule in the a5zdience or in the Cauncil

have had the pleasure or the displeasure of being
in the Court. For the first time I think vour knees
knock and your mouth dries, you are supposed to
be sitting there innocent until nroven ~ttiity, but
in realit.y, ,you are ~uilty until you prove your-
~olf innocent. Mr. Glantz made statements about
this being a stall tactic, stall tactic or no stall
tactic. it took me two years to ~et the transcript.
Mv Iawyer went in with a deficit of, without a
fuil transcript to the Supreme Court arguing the
point. He finally got in touch with the Director
~of Progress for Providence because he says no-
bod,y ever got in touch with him to substantiate

mv statement, and the funn,y part of this whole
this I ~~~as reall,y, honest.ly, truly, believe it or not.
trying to make a point or trying to be honest.

T have a Master Diploma for Plumbing in the
S~tate of R. I. and at the time •of the accident I
would have been a fool to say I was working for

gt4b a week when I could have easil.y turned
around and said I was working for m,yself.

There is a lot of circumstanrac around~ this
case that really never came to )ight. Thin~s like.

the paoer that the letter of loss bf wa,a_es was
printed on, or typed on. didn't have a heada.n~.

The peoole that worked for Pro~ress for Provi-
dence, Donald McKiernan, ,for instance, will

vouch for this, this was a tvne of or~anfzatien
that didn't have tlie people to print the paper.

~
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We typed it, and I have document after docu-
rrient to prove that every heading was typed iri,
aTlf~. 1F th@y Werit ~hrough the bother of checking
the typewriter, the typing, which I understand
can be done, they will find that the typing On.
the letter that was sent to the Insurance Com-
pany was the same type that was used bo send
numerous amounts of letters out to people and
other organizations.

, There is another piece of evidence . that was
not questioned and I'm going to quote again, an,d

I Donald McKiernan remembers this fellbw, 1VIr.
~ Pilkington, who was, at the time was the Em-
' ployment Direc'tor when I resigned from my job

in 1970 to run for Public Office, I sent the letter
in for a Leave of Absence, they refused, they

I said that you have to give up the job, under
, Hatch Act whatever. This was sent to the Office.

Mr. Piikington called Mr. Tomassa on 6-24-7Q
~ but he refused. He said that they would have to

terminate Mr. Merola dotivn there, but he will
I certainly be rehired in September.

N~w, I don't know hot~ many lawyers in here,
7., 2, 3, 4 la~n~yers, 5 lawyers. I just had~ a bad
lawyer, that's beside the point. I still maintain
m.y innocence, I stiil maintain that when we are
heard at the trial I will be found innocent and
there is nobody in the world that is going to
point their fingex at me and say, "You are a
criminal" because I am not a criminal. We have
had Councilmen from the 13th Ward for years
and years and I checked all their records and in
my 3 and one half years I think that I have ac-
complished more or just as much as the Council-
men that preceded me from my area. Another
thing, there is rnot one person that I know of in
the 13th Ward who has sent a letter to the City
Council, or to the Mayor, giving accusations that
Councilman Merola should be removed from his
seat. I represent the 13th Ward and I would have
never ran if I did believe that I would disgrace
the 13th Ward of the City Council or the City nf
Providence. I would have never ran. The neople
that backed me in 1870 are the same people that
backed me in 1974. T ran with the indictment
against me, the alleged act was performed in
1970, from 1970 to 1971 I was indicted, 1971-1974
I'had the, indictment om my'back. '

- ' [197~

No one made mention, not one soul made a

menti~on, that Councilman Merola was indicted,
he was under arrest, I ran and won 4 to 1 over
my Republican opponent. I ran unendorsed in the
primary and won by 500 votes over my opponent
and you mean to sit here and tell me that I'm a
criminal and I can't represent my area. When
my area wants me out that's when I'll get off t~y
seat. And not until then. I'm sorry I'm sh~outing
but I have to make a point, for the last 6 months
I've liad nothing but atta.ck after attack after
attack, and I'm tired and I'm sick and I'm not
going to sit silent again and I can't stand wheri
hypocrites get up and say its' okay for one guy
to get his voting rights and~ the other guy y~ou
don't do anything because of Itialian. The Italians
are not going to stay down again and you people
better realize it, everybody, and when the 13th
Ward tells me to leave that's when I'll leave, I've
got news for you, C~orodetsky, the Mayor, Glantz,
and everybody else that thinks that I'm going to
leave, I am not leaving and if I have to leave
I'm running again and if I win I'm going to come
back and I want to see what you are going to do
then. I'll still have the conviction on my back.

Are we going ta go through this farce all over
again? I doubt it. First we have to take care of
our ~ourts, from 1970 to 1975, I've had it hang=
ing. I asked for a speedy trial and was d~enied it.
I indicated to the Providence Journal I have had
m~ore publicity than Richard Nixon, where he
was Republican I was Democrat. He was Presi-
dent of the United States I'm only a broken down
Councilman. I represent 6 thousand people, Nixon
represented 250 million people and the Journal
f.ound it a Fact, Crucify Merola. Well, you know,
when the name doesn't spell right, you have to
live with it. When yo'u come from Federal HilI
pou have to live with it. The only thing that
bothers me is that the Mayor keeps saying "I
lived in Federal Hill." I d'o not know what the
story is, but he shouldn't be too proud to come
from Federal Hill. He's always knocking it, he's
kriockirig the two representatives: I don't really
kna~r how much more I can say in my defense
and ihe reasons of my defense, until my law,yer
cames'`Monday. He has assuretl me that he has
found cases on top of cases on top of cases cori=
cernirig this' problem.
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We are just going ta have to wait until Monday
night an.d whatever transpires, transpires. But
I'm telling you right now, you better change your
Charter. You'd better make it clear enough that
if anything ever did happen again, that you will
be covered because, I've read that thing upside
down and backwards and there is nothing in
there that says you are covered, nnt for my sake
its only for your sake.

Another thing, I do not want thfs to sound like
a plea, it is not a plea, It's a fact and all the
facts that were presented right here, the happen-
ings of the Court. I was elected before and after
the incident. I did never use my office for any
disgrace and if anybody in here can say that I

did, I want them tn stand ug right naw, and Pll
bow out. Because, lfke I said before, I would
have never ran for public office if I had thought
that I would bring disgrace to the 13th Ward,
myself, the Council, and the Democratic Party.

COUNCILMAN RAYMOND A. TOMASSO re-
quests the Conncil be intormed, for the record,
that the Mr. Tomasso referred to by Councilman
Anthony C. Merola, is not Councilman Raqmond
A. Tomasso.

PRESE~T'TAT~4N QF RFSQLUTIQN

COUNCILMAN ADDISON (By Request):

ResoTution Ordering tne Abandonment of a Por-
tion of Locust Street, from Mount Hope Ave-
nue to the Termination of Locust Street, a
5eventeen (17~) Foot Portion of Locust Street,
Parallel with the Southerly Line, from the

Easterly Line of Mount Hepe Avenue to the
Easterly Termination~ of Loc'ust Street.

Refened to the Committee on Public Works~
on motion oY COIINCILMAN LYNCH, seconded
by COUNCILMAN ADDISON.

PERSONAL PRIVIL~GE

COIINCILMAN GORODETSITY requests ~nd
is graated the privilege oi the iloor and states:

I have a quick gofnt of Personal Privilege. My
goocr colleague Cauncilman Merola took occasion
to mention my name in reference to certain state-

ments he made about and "if Cianci or Mayor
Cianci and Glantz and referred to me as Goro-
detsky which I found totally inagpropriate. How
ever he, well I dbn't need any apologies. I'm not
concerned with that sort of thing. I would just
like to say one thing, why I rose ta a point oi

~
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Pet'sonal Pri.vilege. 1 have never had, and do not
now have, any persanal animosity towards you
Councilman Merola, nor toward Councilman Hax-
ton, n~or toward Counciiman TUrChetta and had
I been allowed to make my speech without being
objected to by Majority Leader Lynch, and with-
out the President ruling me out of order, I would
have made that point very clear. I would remind
you, Councilman Merola that this City Council is
not a Jury and that at no time would I ever con-
sider myself in the position to judge your in-

riOCEriSE OT gLlilt iri the afFair for which you were
convicted, but for you to stand on this floor and
accuse me of wanting to see something happen
to you is certainly an abridgement of the com-
mon decorum that we enjoy here and the com-
mon coUrtesy which should be extended each to
the ether. Certainly, no one can ever be critical
of my viewpoint which I have publicly stated
which was, and I have stated, personally, to you,
as well as to other C'ouncilmen in a private meet-
ing that I felt that it's not up to us to judge in-
nocense nor guilt, that was done, as I unr3erstand
it, by a Jury.

You went through that, you d~on't have to go
' thnough it, here and I totally agree with you and

the Chalter says things and certainly there is no
one on this Council who should ever be criticized

. for saying what they believe the Charter says, so
~ it isn't a personal indictment of you or Mr. Tur-

chetta or Mr. Haxton.

It certainly is not. I have had affable and affec-
tionate relations with all three from time to time
and in varied degrees and amouts. I mean tha~
quite sincerely. I have no personal dislike for
anybody on this Council, notwithstanding the fact
that there are some of you who have treated~ me
with utter discourtesy, but I take this type of
disrespectful conduct from whence it cames and
I accept people as they are and don't make per-
sonal judgment, but when it comes to a question
if the Charter says something, sir, it is net a
question nf something personal and some of us
are bound by those types of things, the same af
the President of this Council, whether he be the
permanent ~or the Pro Tem, is bound to rule some-
body out of order if in fact, it is his opinion that
he is out of order. And when I was so interupted
by the Majority Leader who raised a goint of
order and I was shut off from speaking further,
I ultimately, must accept that as I did, arnd I ac-
cepted it witheut saying that Ralph Fargnoli, the
President doesn't like me or referring to him as
Fargnoli and saying, Fargnoli shut me off. I
didn't say that because I accept that rule and
that r'ule of Charter and rule of Law.

So, I think, that is what you should do, Coun-
cilm~an Merola, as long as you sit on this Cbuncil
and everybody else ought to do the very same
thing. You'll find, I'll be very friendly with you.

, PRES£NTATION OF' ;~ESOLUTIONS

COUNCILMAN ALMAGNO for Himself and
COIINCII,MAN STRAVATO, In Absentia (By
Request) :

Resolution Requesting the Traffic Engineer to
Undertake a Survey as to .the Feasibility of

~ 
~

"No Thru Trucking" Signs ainng Union Ave-
nue, from Pocasset Avenue to Webster Avenue,

Referred to the Committce on Public Works, oa
motion oi COIINCILMAN LYNCA, seconded by
COIINCILMAN ADD~SON.
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~ COIINCILMAN ALMAGNO and COUNCILMAN
MANSOLILLO (By Request):

i

Resolution Authorizing His Hon~or the Mayor,
, with the Recommendation of the Committee on

City Property, to Accept fram the St. An-
' thony's Church Corporation of Rhode Island,

that Certain Lot or Parcel of Land wittt All the

BUildl'rigs and Improvements thereon, situated
on the Northerly Side of Plainfield Street.

Referred to the Committee on City Property,
on mOtioII oi COIINCILMAN LYNCH, seconded
by COIINCILMAN ADDISON.

COIINCILMAN BRADSHAW (By Req~est):

ResoPution Directing the City Engineer to Make
the Necessary Repairs to that Granite Stair-
case at Meeting and Congdon Streets, which is
a Pedestrian Right-of-Way.

Resolved., That the City Engineer is directed to
make the necessary repairs to that Granite Stair-
case situated at Meeting Street and Congdon
Street, which is a Pedestrian Right-of-Way and
is in hazardous condit~on.

COIINCILMAN XAVIER fQr COIINCILWOIKAN
BRASSII., In Absentia:

Resolution Requesting the Direc4or of Public
Works to Cavse All Highways within the First
Ward to be Cleaned.

Resolved, That the Director of Public Works is
requested to cause all Highways within the First
Ward, to be Cleaned.

C4UNCILMAN RAVIER for ~iimselt ana cOUN-
CILWOMAN BRASSIL, In Absentia: By Re-
qnest) :

Resolution Requesting the Traffic Engineer to
Prohibit Motor Vehicle Traffic along East
Street, from John Street bo Arnold Street on
May 20, 1978, for the Purpose of Accomodating
the Fox Point Arts Committee.

Resolved, That the Traffic Engineer is requeSt-
ed to prohibit Motor Vehicle Traffic along East
Street, from Jahn Street to Arnold Street, on
Saturday, May 20, 1978 from 12:00 noon to 6:00
o'clock P.M., for the purpose of accomodating the
Fox Point Arts Committee.

Resoluti~on Requesting the Traffic Engineer to
Study the Feasibility of the Installation of
Pedestrian Traffic 5ignal Lights, at Gano Street
and Power Street or the Construction of a
Pedestrian Ramp at Said Site.

T~hereas, The City of Providence is presently
p1S[lnirig the Construction of a Little League Field
and a Sports Complex to be located at the rear
~of the Engineer's Field', situated on Gano Street,
and

Whereas, Due to the exit and access ramps of
Rotzte 195, motarists often travel at high rates of
speed and the traffic on Gano 5treet is often con-
gested, and

t~he~•eas, The safety of adults and children is
in jeopardy when crossing Gano Street for egress
and ingress to said Field and ~omplex,

Now, Therefore, be it Resolved, That the Traf-
fic Engineer is hereby requested to study the
feasibility of the installatinn of Pedestrian Traffic
Signal Lights, or the construction of a Pedestrian
Walkway at Gano Street and Power Street.
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Resolution Requesting and Authorizing the City
Council Committee on Public Works to Con-

duct an Investigation Into the Deteriorated
Condition of Garbage Collection Equipment
and to Ascertain the Administration as It
Failed to Exercise Proper Planning to Prevent

Inadequate Garbage Collection in the Neigh-
borhoods.

Whereas, The garbage collection equipment is
in such deteriorated rondition it has resulted in

total inadequate collections of garbage in many

neighborhoods within the City of Providence,

Now, Therefore, be it Resolved, That the Com-
mittee on Public Works is requested and author-

ized to conduct an investigation into the deteri-
orated condition o€ the garbage collection equip-

ment, and

Be it further Resolved, That as part of said in-

vestigation, Daniel E. Healy, Director of Public

Works and Silvio DiBello, former Acting Direc-
tor of Public Works, be interviewed~ to ascertain

the reason the foregoing condition has been aI-

lowed to deteriorate to such a degree, resulting

in an abundance of citizens complaints in that

this condition is adding to the fiith and debris

which clutters the City Streets and Sidewalks.

COUNCILMAN GORODETSKY:

Resolution Urging the State of Rhode Island and

the Public Building Authority to Select Down-

town Providlence as the Location for the Pro-

posed Court Camplex.

Resolved, That the State of Rhode Island and

the Public B'uilding Authority is urged to select

the Downtawn Provid~ence area as the location

for the proposed Gourt Complex.

Severariy Read and Cotlectively Passed, on

motion oi COUNCILMAN LYNCH, seconded by
COUi~tCILMAN ADDISON.

CDUNCILMAN GORODETSBY and C~IINCIL-
MAN ADDISON (By Request):

R~solution Authbrizing His Honor the Mayor,
with the Recommendation of the Committee on
City Property, to Enter Into a Lease Agreement
with the "East Side Community Action, Inc.",
for the Operation and Maintenance of the For-
mer Jenkins 5treet Schaol.

Referred to the Committee on City Property,
omm motion of COUNCII.MAN LYNCH, seconded
by COUNCILMAN ADDISON.

CUUNCILMAN GRIFFIN for flimself and COUN-
CILMAN STRAVATO, In Absentia:

Resolution Requesting the Committee on Em-
p~loyee Relations Investigate the Purchase ~of
Stolen Automabiles by Four Providence Police-
unen.

l~esolved, That the Committee on Employee
Relations is Requested ta Investigate the Pur-
chase of Stolen Autom~abiles by Four Providence
Policemen, P'ursuant to Sections 2.6 and 2.7 of
the Charter of the City of Providence.

Read and Passed, on motion of COUNCILMAN
LYioTCH, seconded by COUNCILMAN ADDISON.

COUNCILMAN JOftNSON and COIINCII.MAN
GRIFFIN:

R,esolution Requesting the Acting City S~licitor
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Prepaze, Cause to be Introduced and Urge
Passage, at the January, 1978 Session of the
General Assembly of An Act in Amendanent af
Section 4.1 of the Charter of the City o~ Provi-
dence, Entitled "Approval by Council of Ap-
pointments bf Mayor," by Limiting the Length

oP Time an Individual May Serve as an Acting
Director of a Department in that Appointment
Must be Piaced BefoAe the City Council for
Consideration as Director within Ninety (90)
Days.

Resolved, That the Acting City Solicitor is
hereby requested to prepare, cause to be intro-
duced and urge passage the January 1978 Session
of the General Assembl~ of an Act in Amend-
ment nf Seciton 4.1 of the Charter of the City of
Providence, entitled "~ipproval by Council of

Appointments of Mayor," by lirniting the length
of time an individUal may serve as an Acting Di-
rector of a Department in that appointment must
be placed before the Ciiy C'ouncil for considera-
tion as Director within Ninety (90) Days.

Read and Passed, o~ motion of C~UNCIL1dIAN
LYNCA, seconded by COUNCILMAN ADDISON.

COUNCILMAN MANS~LILLO (~y Request) :

Resolution Ordering the A6andonment of a Por-
tion of Fort Avenue, from the Westerly Line
of Shipyard Street to the Southerly Line of
New York A~enue.

Referred to the Camanittee on Public Works, .
on motion of COUNCILMAN LYNCH, seconded

by COUNCILMEN ADIDISOIO' and MERnLA.

Resolution Endorsing 78-H 7745 Requiring In-
surance Companies to Furnish Information Re-
lating to Investigations of Certain Types of
Property Fire Losses.

Severally Referred to the Committee on Public
Welfare, on motion of COUNCILMAN LYNCH,
seconded by COUNCILMAN ADDISON.

COUNCILMAN MEROLA:

Resoltxtion Requesting the General Assembly to
Study the Feasibility of Empioying Recording
Devices for Courts within the State of Rhade

Island,

Whereas, Courts within the State of Rhode Is-
land are not equipped with recording devices for
taking testimony and are therefore susceptibie to
human errors at trials,

Now, Therefore, be it Resolved, That the Gen-
eral Assembly is requested to study the feasibil-
ity of the emgloying recording d~evices.

COUNCILMAN MERULA (By Request):

Resolution Requesting the Acting Public Service
Engineer to Order the Installation of a Street
Light on Pole No, 1, Located along Louisbourg
Place.

Whereas, Street Lighting is non-existent along
Louisbourg Place, and

Whereas, There are seven homes along Louis-
bourg Place, whose occupants are age sixty-five
or older and their well-being and safety are im-

Resoluti~on Endorsing T$-H 7447 Relating to Stan- periled due to the lack of lighting along that
dard Fire Insurance Policies. street,
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Now, mherefore, be it Ftesolved, '~hat the Act-
ing Public Service Engineer is requested to Order
the Installation of a Street Light on Pole No. 1,
located along Louisbourg Place.

Resolution Requesting the Director of Puhlic
Works to Cause All Highways within the Thir-
teenth Ward to be Cleaned.

Resolved, That the Director of Prxblic Works
is requested to cause all highways within the
Thirteenth Ward ta be Cleaned.

Resolutibn Requesting the Directar of Public
Property to Cause All Tot Lots, Recreational
Areas and the Little League Baseball Dia-
monds on Dexter Training Ground to be
Groomed.

Resolved, That the Director of the Department
of Public Property is requested to cause all Tot
Lots, Recreatienal Areas and the Little League
Baseball Diamonds on Dexter Trainin.g Ground,
to be Groomed.

Resolution ~i,equestin~g the Director of Public
Works to Cause All Catch Basins within the
Thirteentla Ward, to be Cleaned.

Resolved, That the Director of Public Works is
requested to cause all Catch Basins within the
Thi~teeath W~r~i, to be Cle~ned.

COUNCIi.MAN PEARLMAN a,nd COIINCILMAN
BRADSHAW:

Resolutibn Requesting the Providence School
Committee Consider the Feasibility of Award-
ing High School Varsity Letters to Students
for Academic Achievement.

Wiiereas, In Mahopac, New York, the School
Board has spotlighted and encouraged acad+emic
excellence in high schaols by awarding a varsity
letter for outstanding scholastic achievernent, and

Whereas, Thase students who weleome the idea
of awarding of a varsity letter for academic
a~hievement, anticipated that it would become a
rallying point and a goal to academic excellence,
and

Whereas, To distinguish the varsity letters, pro-
ponents recommend that the design of school
leiter be fashioned in two different styles, anci

Whereas, Dr. Chester Henscel, member of the
School Board and originator af the conception of
an academic letter, was of the impression the let-
ter would stimulate students and redress the im-
balance between athletic and academic incen-
tives,

Now, Theref ore, be it Resolved, That the Provi-
dence School Cotnmittee is requested to consider
th.e feasibility of awarding High School Varsity
Letters to students for Academic Achievement in
Senior High Schools.

Resolution, Congratulating Pre~iding Superior
Court Justice Joseph R. Weisberger Upon be-
ing Sworn in as an Associate Justice of the
Rhode Island Supreme Court.

Whereas, Presiding Justice Joseph R. Weisber-
ger o! the Slxperior Court was elected as Associ-
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ate Justice of the Rhode Island Supreme Court
by a joint session of the General Assembly on
February 24, 1978, and

Whereas, Swarn into that ofiice on Maach 10,
1978 by Governor J. Joseph Garrahy, he was
characterized as one of the most distinguished
trial judges in the United States, and

Whereas, Associate Justice Weisberger was de-
scribed by several dignitaries as a man of im-
peccable character and who, as a Judge, has
earned distinguished natimnal reputation, and

Whereas, The City Council of the City of Provi-
dence, in noting Judge Weisberger's election, d~o
hereby offer its sincere congratulations to him

and express their best wishes that he continue to
bring to the Judicial System of our State his con-
tinued service and dedication which will serve
the best interest of the citizens of our State, and

Now, TherefoTe, be it Resolved, That upon the
adoptien of this Resolutiom and' its approval l~y
His Honor the Mayor, a duly engrossed cop,y
thereof be transmitted to Associate Justice Jo-
seph R. Weisberger, that he may take notice of
the respect and admiration in which he is held
by the Members of the City Council of the C'it,y
of Providence.

Severally Read and Collectively Passed, on
motion of COUNCILMAN LYNCH, seconded by
COIINCILMAN ADbISON.

COUNCILMAN PEARLMAN and COUNCILMAN
MANSOLILLO (Ey Request):

Resolution Authorizing the Department of Plan-
ning and Urban DevelopmEnt on Belialf of the
City af Providence to Prepare and Submit an
Application for Two (2) Urban Development
Action Grants. ' -

Referred to the Committee on Urban Redevel-
opment, Renewal and Planning, on motion of

COIINCILMAN LYNCH, seconded by COUNCIL-
MEN ADDISON and MEROLA. •

COUNCILMAN ALMAGNO and COUNCILMAN
BRADSHA~V for Themselves and COUNCIL-
MAN STRAYATO, In Absentia:

Resolution Commending Judge Albert E. DeRob-
bio for His Fine EfPorts and Progress in the
Curtailment of the Backlog of Cases Pending in
District Courts.

Whe~•eas, Judge Albert E. DeRobbio of the
Rhode Island Distriet Court upon assuming his
d'uties, immediately determined that the backlog
af civil and criminal cases pending in District
Courts were in need of action, and

Whereas, From One Thousand Three Hundred
Eighty felony and misdemeanor cases, he has re-
cluced that number to kbur Hundred Twenty
Tvao, and

T~herea.s, Judge DeRobbio has imposed strict
rules that shall, in effect, end long continuances
and ~elays in resolving misdemeanor cases, and

Wlzerer~s, Warrants have been issued for unpaid
fines and convictions, which date back numerous
,years and will be enforced, to clear the calendar,
and

Whereas, In establishing a policy for continued
cases, and pre,paration of cases by prosecutors,
Judge DeRobbio will provide a system of which
the Cour~ts may be proud,

Now, Therefore, be it Resolved, That the Cit,y
Council of the City of Providence commends
Judge Albert E. DeRo~bbio fo'r his' fine efforts and
progress in the curtaiimeni of that backlog of
cases pending in District Courts and for his estab-
lishmeni of a policy wliich will process cases
more speediIy.

~
~

[
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COIINCILMAN BAYIER:

Resolution Requesting the Committee on Ordi-
nances to Examine the Practicability of Chang-

to Investigate the Entire Status ot the Entire

Financial ~Structure of the Valley View Hous-
ing Development, So-called.

ing the Overnight Parking Restrictions in the Resolved, That the Committee on Finance is
Neighborhoods. requested to investigate the status of the entire

financial structure of the City-bwned Valley View
Resolved, That the Committee on Ordinances fiousing Development, so-called.

is requested ta e~camine the practicability of
changing the overnight parking restrictiens in Severally Read and Coliectively Passed, on

the neighborhoods. motion of COIINCILMAN LYNCH, seconded by
COIINCII.MAN ADDI50N.

COUNCILMAN MEROLA desires to be record-
ed as Voting '~No" on the Resolution Commend-
ing Judge Albert E. DeRabbi~.

Resolutian liequesting the Committee on Finance

REPORTS FRC~~'I C~1V~MITTEES

~OUN(~.MAN PHILIP F. ADD~ISON, J~., G'hairman
COMMITTEE ON PUB~,IC W~LFARIE

Transmits the following with Recommendation
the Same be Adopted:

Reso~.ution ftequesting the Acting Director of the Rkzode Island State Building Code, effective July

Department of Building Inspection to Cause the 1, 1977, entitled, "Protection of Adjoining Prop-

Enforcement of Section 423.4 of the Rhode Is- erty"; said Section requires protection of adjoin-

land State Building Code, Effective July 1, ing property by the placement of substantial

1977, Pertaining to "Protection of Adjoining bumpers of masonry, steel or heavy timber near

Property" to be Enforced. all interibr lot lines to protect structures and
property abutting the parking lot.

Resolved, That the Acting Director of the De-
partment ot Building Inspection be and he is Read and Passed, on motion af COUNCILMAN

hereby dire~eted fio enforce Section 423.4 of the LYNCH, seconded by COUNCILMAN ADDISON.
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T6e fotiowing are ~ransmitted wi'th ltecommen-
dation the Same be Severaily Keceived:

Report lrom James W, Diamond, 5uperintend- Report from Jerome B. Jones, Superintendent
ent of Parks, in Response ta Resolution No. 774, of Schools, in Response to Resolution No. 799,
Apprnved December 9, 1977, Informing the City Approved December 23, 1977, as to the Condi-
Council that on March 22, 1978, Teeways, Incor- tions of the New Samuel W. Bridgham Middle '
porated Withdrew Their Request for an Increase School.
in Greens Fees.

Received.
Receivelf.

COUNCiLMAN TIMOT~IY J. A~IERId~, Chair~uan
COMMITTEE ON NAMING OF BUILDINGS, EXPRE5SWAYS, BRIDGES. ~

EDIFICES AND OTHER CITY CONSTRUCTIONS

Transmtis the ioliowing with R.~commendation
the Same be Adopted:

Resolution Naming the Intersectian of Dyer Street section of Dyer Street and Orange Street as "Jack
and Orange Street as "Jack Comley Square." Comley Square"

Resolved, That it is the recommendation of the Read and P~ssed, on motion of COIINCILMAN '
City Cotulcil to the Committee on Naming of LYNCH, seconded by COIINCILMEN ADDISON
Builtiings, Expressways, Bridges, Edifices and and MANSOLII,LO.
Other City Constructions, to designate the inter- :

C
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' C(jUI~1CILM,~4N LA'UI~F.2'tCE K. FLYiriN, Chxirman i

. COMMI'l1TEE ON PUBLIC WORKS i

Transmitas the foIIowing with Recammendatian
the Same be Received:

Notice to the Honorable City Council from the for Its Maintenance of 14.74 Miles of the State I
State Department of Transportation, dated July Highway System in the City of Providence. ,
1, 1977, Informing the City That It is Entitled
to the 5t~m of Ten, Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) Received.

I

~

~OiJl~TCILI~IAN THOMAS M. GLAVIN, Vice-CT~airnian for
O COUNCILMAN LOUIS R. S°I'AiAVATO, Chairman, In Absentia

COMMITi'~~ ON CLAlllloIIS AND PFNDii~iG SUITS

Transmits the following with Recommendation
the Same be Severally Approved for Cancella-

, ~OII:

Certificates from the City Assessor Recom- a~iu~ C~uncilmen Addison, Ahern, Almagno, Brad-
mending the following be Severally Cancelled, shaw, Cirelli, Cola, Garan, Glavin, Gorodetsky,

• Pursuant to the Provisions of Section 14 and 15 Griff'in, Henries, Jahnson, Lynch, Mansolillo, Me-
of Title 44, Chapter ?, of the General Laws of rola, Pearl~mau, Petrosinelli, Salvatore and Xavier
RhQde Island 1956, as Amended: --~0.

70A, pages 6 an8 ?. Not Voting: Conncilman Tomasso-1.

Severally ApAroved for Cancellation, on motion Absent: Councii President Hazton and Council-
of COIINCILMAN LYNCH, seconded by COIIN- woman Bra.ssil, Councilmen Flynn, Stravato and
CILMAN ADDISON, by the following Roll Call Tnrchetta-5.
Vote:

~ Ayes: Councit President Pro Tempore Fargnoli
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co~~u~ICA~~oNs
FROM CITY COIINCII.: the Drainage Problem in and Around C'onley

Stadium.
Rerord of Proceedings~ dated April 10, 1978 Re- '

', garding the Public Hearing Held Relative to the Received.
Qualifications of Council President Robert J.
Haxton, Councilrnan Anthony C, Merola and

~ Councilman. Mario Turchetta as Councilmen of
the City of Providence (For complete Rerord of
Proceedings, see flles af the City Council this FROM ROGERIEE, THOMPSON, CHAIRPER-
date). SON, AFFIRMATIVE ACTION COMMITTEE:

lteceived. Communication Inforniing the City Council

that the Affirmative Action Committee Wishes to

go on Record with the Mayor and the Providence

I City Council that the Effectiveness of this Com-

~ mittee in Overseeing the Impleznentatinn of the
City's Affirmative Action Plan is Entirely De- ^

FROM JOSEPH M. CAMPO, P.E., CITY ENGI- pendent on the Hiring of a Full-Time Equal Em- J
'I NEES, DEPIIT% DIRECTOR OF PIIBLIC ployment Opportunity Ofiicer, and Urges that

VVORSS: this Position be Funded in the $'udget for Fiscal
Year 1979.

lteport Relative to Resolution No. 64, Approved
February 9, 197$, Requesting an Investigation of Received. '

' PERSON.~L PRIV~LEG~

i COUNCILMAN TOMASSO requests and is April 17, 1978

granted the privilege of the floor aad speaks in The Providence Journal

response to a Letter to the Editor in the Provi- Letters to the Editor
dence Sunday Journal of April 16, 1978 and sub- ?5 Fountain Street
mita a commnnIc~ation dated April 17, 1978, which Providence, Rhode Island 02903

~ he has forwarded to the Editor of the Providence
Joumal, nnder date of 4-17-78, requestiag it be Dear Ed~tior:
made part of the record:

j "As a member of tihe Providence City Council ,

~

(
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representing the Ninth Ward (Elmwood-Washing-
ton Park), I would be remiss if I did not speak
out on the Letter to the Editor in the Sanday
Journal of April 16, 1978 entitled, "Phony Chris-
tians at Council meeting?" .

Writing from Saint Leo's Catholic Church in
Fairfax, Virginia, Reverend Richard Martin said,
"It was amusing, amazing arnd saddening to read
about the recent anti-discrimination meeting of
the Providence City Council." As one of the more
vaciferous members of the City Council at that
meeting, i was not amused; I was not amazed,
and I was not saddened. What saddened me, and
what amazed me, was that the Reverend Martin,
from his pbsition as a Catholic priest, impugned
and ridiculed the Providence City Council on the
basis of inaccurate or incomplete news reporting.

The Reverend Martin states, "the same God-
fearing people (cottncilmen) spent all evening
concentrating on one group and never bothered
showing ~or voicing concern over the many other
discriminated people, the handicapped" I would
suggest that if Reverend Martin had communi-
cated with someone who was at the meeting
such as the City Clerk, he would have been in-
formed that homosexuals were not the only group
discussed, though, admittedly, they represented
the most controversial.

Prior to the vote on the ordinance, I stated that
I would be casting a vote against t,~.e ordinance.
I stated that in my apinion the extea~ding ot the

! 19"c£;

orzlinance to cover employers with f~aur or more
employees would infringe upon and. be an oner-:
ous burden on many small "mom and pop" busi-
nesses that are, at best, only marginally profit-
able, and which could not afford legal represen-
taf;i~on, or the loss of key management time to
answer complaints filed against them. I went on
to staie that I was not against equal rights for
women, for childTen, for ttie handicapped, for
those of various skin pigmentations or religions
but that I did not consider h~omosexuais as a mi-
nority group entitled to protection under the
same penumbra as the aforementioned groups,
any more than I would cansider convicted rapists
or convicted murders as minority groups entitled
tn statutory prntection from discrimination. I
ch~llenged the right of the homosexual com-
munity to attempt to ride the coat-tails of the
established, legitimate minorities.

Yes, Reverend Martin, I did vote against the
ordinance, but I feel my vote was based~ upon a
genuine and realistic appraisal af the proposed
legislation.

As ta yo'ur question, "Aren't we guilty of being
counterfeit Christians?", I would suggest Rev-
erend Martin, that you reappraise your castiga-
tioa of the Providence City Council with a spirit
of charity engendered by the light of new know-
ledge and facts."

RAYMOND A. TOMASSO
Councilman — Ward Nine

~'RO:~ T~3E CLER~'S ~E~~

Resolution Authariziag the Assignment of Tax ~eterred to the Commfttee on City Property,
Title, an Offer Having been Made by Irwin and on motion ot COIINCII.MAN LYNCH, seconded
Pearl Rona. by ~OUNCILMAN ADDISON.
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Petitione for Compensation for Injuries and
Damages, vf$:

Eugene Albanese

Howard Scott Aronson

Art Realty, Oscar Sahagian, President

Michael Borreili

Mr. and Mrs. Robert C. Davis

Rudolph and Glbria DeRita

Cynthia ~a. Dias

Charles J. Fidrych

G. & A. Plating and Poiishing Co., Inc.

John Gambardelli, Jr.

Maria Gigantelli

Florence N. Haslam

Charles Henry Hewitt, Jr.

Raymond W. Johnson, Je.

Barbara L.Josephson

Bertha Lysik

Nighogos Markarian

Dorothy L, McElroy

Arma Monacelli

Ralph Montella, Sr.

Louise R. Oakes

Sandra Petteruti

Susan Rose

Helen D. Sanford

Vincent Scolardi

122 Waterman Corporation

Several}y Referred to Committee on Claims

and Pending Suits, on motion of COIINCILMAN

~,YNCA, seconded by COIINCILMAN ADDISON.

PRESENTATION OF RESOLUTION
..~it ~rrnnrittm,.

COUNCILMAN CIRELLI, COUNCILMAN AL- Whereas, Death has claimed the life of Salva-
MAGNO and COUNCILMAN COLA for Them- tore "Sam" Caprio in his Seventy-Third Year,
selves and COIINCILMAN STRAVATO, In and
Absentia:

Whereas, An active sports participant, he was
Resolution ~of Sympathy Upon the Death of Sal- an amateur football and baseball player, a found-

vafore "Sam" ~aprio. er of the Old Providence Football League and a

~

C

0
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~ former coaeh of the Olneyville Harps ~"aotbalY deliberations to offer its sincere sympathy to his
Squad, and family in this, their great loss, and~

ti Whereas, A partner in the Green Bar for ap- Be :t jurther Resolved, That upon the adoption
proximately Thirty-Seven Years until his retire- of this Resolution by the City Council and its ap-
ment and an active Member of the Young Im- proval by His Honbr the Mayor, the City Clerk

' perial Club, °`Sam" was a respected Citizen of is directed to transmit a duly engrossed copy to
our Community who enjoyed the respect of ali his family,
with whom he came in contact,

Read and Passed by a IInanimous Rising Vote,
Now, Therefore, be it Resolved, That in noting on motion of COIINCILMAN ADDISON, second-

the passing oi Salvatore "Sam" Caprin, the City ed by COIINCILMEN ALMAGNO, LYNCH and
Council of the City of Providence, pauses in its MANSOLILLO.

a

O ADJOURNMENT

There being no further bu5iness, on motion of
COIINCILMAN LYNCH, seconded by COIINCIL-

. MEN ADDISON, ALMAGNO, FLYNN and ME-
ROLA, the City Council adjourns at 9:40 o'clock
P.M. (E.S.T.) to meet again on THURSDAY,

, MAY 4, 1978, at 8:00 o'clack P.M. (E.D.S.T.).

~~~(?'4~Q.. ̀ R.. t,.~
City Cder~F

• ~r
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