
RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
No. 212

Approved March 27, 1998
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RESOLVED, That the City Council hereby endorses and urges 

passage by the General Assembly of An Act relating to a Study Commission for 

PRA Legislation, in substantially the form attached.

THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS
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No. 213

Approved March 27, 1998

APPROVED

MAYOR

THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS
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RESOLVED, That the City Council hereby endorses and urges 

passage by the General Assembly of House Bill 98-H 8131 and Senate Bill 98-S

2629 relating to the repeal of the Public Service Corporation Tax, in substantially 

the form attached.
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

98-H 8131IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 1998

AN ACT

98-H 8131

Introduced By: Reps. Smith, Lima and Moura

Pate Introduced: February 3, 1998

Referred To: Committee on Finance

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows;

SECTION 1. Sections 44-13-13, 44-13-13.1 and 44-13-13.2 of the General Laws in1

Chapter 44-13 entitled "Public Service Corporation Tax" are_hereby repealed.2

4M The lines, -cables.3

conduits, ducts, pipes,-machines and machinery, equipment, and-other tangible personal property4

5

id exclusively in -the carrying of the busii -of the corporation shall be6 oorpor

exempt from local taxation; provided, however, that nothing in this section shall be construed to7

1 8 exempt any community antenna-televisii system company (CATV) from decal-taxatien, and

provided further, ho9 er, that the-tnngible-personal property of companies exempted-from-local

10 taxation by the p of this section shall be subject to toxation in the following manner:

11 (1) Definition; -Whenever used in-this-section and in sections 44 13- 13d-and 44 13-

12 43.3i unloss-the-context other require!

13 (ip. certified 4a?i

14 ly the full market value of the valuation as computed by the
I

15 Rhode Island department of-ndministration-in accordance with section 16 7 21:

16 (ii) "Average property-tax-rate" shall mean the statewide total property levy-divided by

17 the statewide total led valuation as certtfied on tax rolls for the most recent lax year:

REPEALING STATUTE RELATING TO TAXATION OF CERTAIN TANGIBLE PERSONAL 
PROPERTY
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within this- state of—telegraph,- cable, and telecommunications-corporations and expre;

jo" shall-meon-the-total assessedvaluation
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iiliin tlie Slate of Rhode Island2

(v) "Population" shall mean the population as determined by the most reeenl- rus;4

prior to the calendartwo (2)-y(vi) "Reference year" shall mean the calendar-y5

year preceding that in which the lax payment provided for by this sectioiHS levied;6

(vii) "Value of tangible personal-property" ofcompanies-shall mean-the net book-value7

computed-bv-titeof tangible personal property of each company doing-business-in-this slate-8

accumulateddepartment-of-administration^ Net book value shall mean the original cost li9

tangible-personal properly shall be-depreciated-depreciation; provided, however,-that-10

than seventy -five-percent (75%)-of its original cost;II

(-2-) On or before-March I of eaoh-yeor,-each company shall declare to the department; on12

forms provided by the department, the value-of-its-tangible personal property in the slate of13

Rhode Island on the preceding December 3114

(3) On or before-April I, 1982 and each April I thereafter of each-yearrthe department15

16

and the value of tangible personal property of each company:17

18

rate to the value of tangible-personal-preperty of each company-and-by April-15-of-each-year19

mpanies of the amount of tax due.ihall-notify the20

(5) The'tox-shall-be-due-ahd-payable within sixty (60) days of the-ntailing of the notice21

by the tax administrator-lf the-entife tax is-not-paid to the tax administrator when due, there shall22

be-added to-the unpaid portion thereof, and rhade-a-part thereof,-interest at the rate provided for23

in section-44-4-7-from the date the tnx was due-until the date of the payment. The-amount-of-any24

25 tax, including interest, imposed by this section shall be a debt due-from the-company to the state;

shall be recoverable at law in the same other-debts,—and-shall, until collected, .26

constitute a lien upon all the company's property-located-in-this state27

(6) Theproceeds from the tax-sholl-be-allocated-in the following manner:28
I

(i) Payment-of reasonable-administrative -expenses-Hnourred -by the -department of29

30

31 -general revenue

(ii) The remainder-of the proceeds shall be deposited-in a restricted revenue acc-ount-and32

2

ipaflyHloing btisin,

: (iv) "Department" shall mean the department of administration

■■ ■ ■ ■■ t,

I (iii> "Company" shall mean any telegraph, cable, tolecommunicationsr

(4) The tax-administrator shall apply the average assessment ratio-and-the average tax

administration, not to-exceed three quarters-of-one percent (.75%); the payment-to-be identified

shall-certify to the tax-administrator the average property tax rate;-the-average assessment ratio.



shall be apportioned le the cities and towns within this-slate-1

enues-nlull be -dejtribulgd.late as a whole. EstimatedT

orded as a rcceis-able by each city and town for th.to cities Mid towns by July 30 and3

prior Escal year4

4d-13-l-3.4—Personal nropertv lox Annlication-of- ;rieved-nartv for heorin&5

Any company Qggrseved by-any ■ action in determining-the amount of any tax or-as*6

imposed-by-tlie-provisions of section dd 13 13 may apply in writing-to the tax administrator7

ithin thirty-{-30)-day5 of the mailing of the notice of tax unent for- hearing i8 ■ass(

accordance with chapter 35 of title d3; provided,-howevefr-that the request-shaH-not-be valid9

unless the tax or as! iment as set forth in the notice has been-paid;10

Companies whichApplication- toII -tare

iubject to personal property taxes by rea- of the tax imposed-by section-dd-l-S 13 maybe12

file with the public utilitie the additional tax expense. The commissii13 -to

shall make a decision upon any application filed during the year-1982 within one hundred and14

eighty (180) days ofithe filing; provided, however, that payment of all taxes and interest due15

under-section-^4 13 13 shall bo condition-precedent to the filing witirthe public utilities16

commission17

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage.18

LC02150
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the basis of the ratio of the city or
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98-H 8131 EXPLANATION

BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

***

This act would repeal Section 44-13-13, Section 44-13-13.1 and Section 44-13-13,2.I

These sections relate to the taxation of certain tangible personal property.2

This act would take effect upon passage.3

4

LC021S0

4

REPEALING STATUTE RELATING TO TAXATION OF CERTAIN TANGIBLE PERSONAL 
PROPERTY
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IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 1998

AN ACT

98-S2629

Introduced By: Senators Goodwin, Palva Weed, and Perry

Date Introduced: February 5,1998

Referred To: Senate Committee on Corporations

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

SECTION 1. Sections 44-13-13, 44-13-13.1 and 44-13-13.2 of the General Laws in1

Chapter 44-13 entitled "Public Service Corporation Tax" are hereby repealed.2

The lines,- cables,■UkL ,1 lertVx3

4

within-this state of telegraph,-coble, and toleoommuniootiens-oerporations and'express5

of-the-business-of the corporation-shall-becorporations. d exclusively in th Fyhtfr6

mpt-from-looal taxation; provided, however, that-nothing-in this-seeth1

exempt-any community antenna television system-company (GATV)-fr 4ocal-taxation, and8

lies exempted from local9 pre

taxation by the provisions-of this-seotion shall be subject to taxation in the following10 Htee

(1) Definitions..—Whenever used-in-this-seotion-and in-sections-44-13-13.1 and 44 13II

13.2, unless121

•otioti-shnll mean the total assessed-valuatien-es certified on tax13

rolls for the-reference y divided by the full market value of the valuation-as-oomputed by the14

Rhode Island department-of-administration in aeeordanoe with seotion-16-7 21;15

(ii)4!Average property-tax-rate"-5holl mean the statewide total property -levy-divided by16

the statewide total-ossessed-valuotion ns certified on tax rolls for the most recent tax yeor;17

REPEALING STATUTE RELATING TO TAXATION OF CERTAIN TANGIBLE PERSONAL 
PROPERTY

44-IJ-Id.- Taxatien-of-ecrtatB-tai

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
98-S 2629

conduits, ducts,-pipesrmochines-and-maehinery, equipment end-other tangible personohpreperty
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(iii) "Compony" shall any telegraph,- coble,-teleoommuniootions,-1

company-doing business within the-state-of Rhode Island;2

(iv) "Department" shall mean-the deportment of administration

determined by-thein the-populatii(v)-"Populatton-'^-sha<f it-re4

year two (2) years prior-to the-oalehdar(vi) "Reference year" shall5

'ided-forby this section is levied;year preoeding that in whii6

(vti>-"-Volue-obtang<ble personal-property" of oomponies shall7

inipony doing business in this-state os computed by the8

Net book value ohoU m the original9

10

ty five percent (?5%> of its original cost;tha«-s<II

(2) On or before March-1 -of each year, each company12

ly-in the state of•feffl provided-by the-department; the value13

Rhode Island on the preoeding Deoember 3114

(3)-Qh or-before-April-I; 1-982 and each April I thereafter of each year, the department15

-taK-FOterthe nt-ratio.16 tgo

and the volue-oftangible-personol property of each17 ipany

(4> The-tax-odministrotor shall opply the overage :io ond-the-overoge tax18

April-l j- of-eoeh -year19 rate to

shallnotify the companies of the-omount of tax due:20 /•

'ithin sixty-(60) day5-of-the-mailing-of the notice21

by-the tax-administrotor.-lf the entire tax is not paid to the tax administrator when due, there shall22

be added to-the-unpoid-portion-thereof, and mode a rate provided for23

in-seotion- 44 4 7 from thedate-the tax­ duo until the date of the-payment. The omount of any24

tax, including interest, ii debt due from4he oompony to the-state.25

shall be recoverable at daw 4n-the other-debts,-and sholl, -until-oolleoted.26 manner
t

constitute n lien upon allthe-oempany'sproperty-looated in this state27.

(6)-The proceeds from the tax shall be alloooted in the following manner:28

(i)-Payment of29 expenses dneurred by the- deportment of

administration. percent (■?8%)r-the payment to be-identified30

general-revenue ond oppropriated directly to the department;31

(ii) The remoinder of the procoods shall-be deposited -in o restricted32 ount and

2

the net book value

■r- ■



■within this state on the basis of the ratio of the cityI 40

population to the population of tho state os o whole. -Estimated revenues-shall be distributed2

■for theeivable by-eaeh city and to3 to cities-end-towns by July 30 and may be recorded-

prior fiscal year.4

!rtv toK- Application-of- for-hcariid 13 13.1. Pcrsonnf5

ining the-amount-of-Any-company aggrievi ly-tate or-as‘ iment6

'riting to-the-tax-odministratorimposed-by the provisions of seotion dd 13 13 may apply-ii7

for o-hearing ini-ithin thirty (30)-day5-of-the-mniling-of-the notice of tax-or ossessm8

d3--providod, however, that the request-shall-not-be-valid9

ment as-set forth-in the notioe-hos been paid.unless-the tox10

Companies whichII ■ti

ion of thedax imposed-by-sectien dd 13-13 maybecome-subjeot-to per12

13

sholl mall decision upon-ony applioatioH filed during the year 10g3-within-ene-hundred end14

'er, that-poyment-ef oil toxes ond interest due15

eondition-prcoedent to the filing with the public utilitiesunder-section-dd 13 -f? shall-be16

commission.17

SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage.18

LC0215I
i
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ission to-rocovor the additionol tax expense. The-oommission

Application to



98-S 2629 EXPLANATION

BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

This act would repeal Section 44-13-13, Section 44-13-13.1 and Section 44-13-13.2.1

These sections relate to the taxation of certain tangible personal property.2

This act would take effect upon passage.3

4

LC02151, .

7
t

REPEALING STATUTE RELATING TO TAXATION OF CERTAIN TANGIBLE PERSONAL 
PROPERTY


