ity of Probidence

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

No. 496
Approved November 22, 2017

WHEREAS, On or around November 12, 1805, the Providence Town Council voted to
name a one-block street between George and Benevolent Streets as Megee Street after William
Fairchild Megee, who owned propérty on the street, and

WHEREAS, According to Jacques M. Downs, “The Merchant as Gambler, Major
William Fairchild Megee, 1765-1820, published in Rhode Island History, Vol. XXVII, No. 4,
(November 1969) (Exhibit A), Mr. Megee was, at that time, a merchant involved in the China
trade, and

WHEREAS, In the fall of 1805, Mr. Megee ran into difficulties with creditors, and
attempted to recoup his losses by transporting slaves from Senegal to South America, and

WHEREAS, The United States had enacted a ban on the slave trade effective January 1,
1808, causing an historian to describe Mr. Megee’s venture as “a desperate attempt to cash in on
the final moments of that brutal and.increasingly disreputable commerce,” (see Exhibit A, p.
107), and

WHEREAS, This venture failed, and Mr. Megee declared bankruptcy in 1807, and

WHEREAS, Mr. Megee subsequently moved to China in 1810, where he spent the rest of
his days, and

WHEREAS, Megee Street later became known as Magee Street, and

WHEREAS, At 93 Benevolent Street, three blocks east from the intersection with Magee
Street, stands the former home of the artist Edward Mitchell Bannister and Christiana Carteaux
Bannister, who resided there from 1884 to 1899, and

WIIEREAS, Mr. Bannister was an accomplished painter of landscapes and seascapes,
including one work that won first prize at the 1876 Centennial Exhibition in Philadelphia, and

WHEREAS, In 1890, Mr. Bannister co-founded the Providence Art Club which
continues to thrive in its location on Thomas Street, and

WHEREAS, In addition to his artistic career, Mr. Bannister worked with his wife
Christiana Carteaux Bannister in the abolitionist movement, supporting the formation of the all-

black 54" Massachusetts Regiment during the Civil War, and




WHEREAS, Mr. Bannister’s art work was not sufficiently appreciated in his day, perhaps
in part due to his African-American heritage, and

WHEREAS, In 1978, Rhode Island College dedicated its art gallery in Mr. Bannister’s
name, as part of a general revival of interest in and appreciation of his art, and

WHEREAS, Christiana Carteaux Bannister was a successful businesswoman,
establishing a chain of hair salons in Boston and Providence, and

WHEREAS, After moving to Providence with her husband in 1869, Mrs. Bannister
provided aid to the families of deceased African-American Civil War veterans, and

WHEREAS, Mrs. Bannister also helped establish a retirement home for African-
American women in Providence, now known as Bannister House, and

WHEREAS, Both Mr. and Mrs. Bannister have been inducted as members of the Rhode
Island Heritage Hall of Fame.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Providence City Council hereby

renames Magee Street as Bannister Street.

In CITY COUMNCIE,

NOY 16 2017
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Christiana Carteaux Bannister Edward Mitchell Bannister
Bust in the Rhode Island State House Co-Founder, Providence Art Club




Edward Mitchell Bannister: Artist

First African American to win a national art prize: the bronze medal for his
painting "Under the Oaks" at the 1876 Philadelphia Centennial

Co-Founder of the Providence Art Club, 1880, the nation 2™ such organization

Resided at 93 Benevolent Street, Providence, between 1884 and 1899. The house
has recently been restored and plaqued by Brown University

His paintings are held in 17 major museums, including the Metropolitan Museum
of Art, Detroit Institute of Arts, RISD Museum, and collected by Oprah Winfrey
and other high-profile collectors

Christiana Carteaux Bannister: Entreprencur
Famous Abolitionist
Funded the all-Black 54™ Regiment during the Civil War

Founded Bannister House, the first nursing home for elderly women of color in the
Northeast

Inventor of Hair products for white women
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October 11, 2017 - This summer it seemed like you couldn’t furn on a television or open a newspaper
without reading about the debate over Confederate monuments and the larger issue of historical
memory. Too often, the arguments focused on the false narrative that taking down a monument or
renaming a building is about erasing history. It isn’t. We can no more erase the history of slavery then
we can erase the history of winning World War Two.

QOur past — our collective pride and shame alike — will always be with us. Renaming public spaces is
not about erasing history but about deciding who we honor as a society. We must decide what a sin
against humanity should do to a person’s reputation, and whether our time is not beiter spent
celebrating those who have been unfairly overlocked by history.

Providence now has the opportunity to recognize two people long overdue for celebration. City
Councilor Sam Zurier has introduced a resolution to rename Magee Street — currently named for
William Fairchild Magee, who was a slave trader and opium merchant — in honor of two of
Providence’s most famous African-American residents, Christiana and Fdward Bannister. This is an
idea whose time has come. There are few people less deserving of honor than Magee and few people
more deserving of recognition than the Banmisters.

Christiana Bannister, a businesswoman and philanthropist at a time when few women, and even
fewer African-American women, could be either, owned salons in Boston and Providence. For elites in
both cities, freguenting her establishments was all but required. She raised money for Civil War
veterans and widows, and established the Bannister Nursing Home for elderly, indigent African-
American women. It was Christiana’s financial success that enabled her husband Edward to pursue
his career as an artist.

Edward Bannister remains one of America’s best Jandscape painters. There was no artistic training
available for African Americans in the 1800s, but Edward taught himself to be an exceptional painter.
As 2 young artist in Boston, he was a sought-after portrait painter. In Providence, he did his most
famous work at his studio at the bottom of College Hill, painting such local landscapes as
Narragansett Bay.

Af the 1876 Philadelphia Centennial Exhibition, which drew 10 million visitors {a huge number,
considering the country had fewer than 37 million citizens at this time}), Bannister’s painting “Under
the Qaks” won a first-prize medal. When the judges Iearned his race, they tried to rescind the award

until the other artists threatened to withdraw their works unless Bannister received what was
rightfully his.

Christiana and Edward are the kind of trailblazers who deserve celebration. By honoring their

accomplishments, Providence can make a clear statement abouf who deserves praise from our city.




The debate about the sins of slavery is too often only focused on states below the Mason-Dixon Line.
While if is convenient for the rest of the nation to believe slavery and racism were a uniquely
Southern problem, it’s simply untrue. Here in Rhode Island, cur ports and our civic leaders were an
integral part of slavery in America.

Almost 60 percent of all American slave ships left from Rhode Island ports, carrying rum and other
trade goods o Africa to be exchanged for slaves, who were then sold in the Caribbean and South
America. That brutality is as much a part of Rhode Island history as the burning of the Gaspee.

We can never change our ancestors” actions, but we can choose how we recognize them. One of the
ways to atone for the failings of our past is to celebrate the people who, despite the obstacles put in
their way, achieved incredible success. Christiana and Edward Bannister embody that ideal. They are
exactly the kind of people who deserve to be recognized and celebrated, and renaring Magee Street
in their honor should be a small part of that celebration.

Ray Rickman, of Providerice, is executive divector of Stages of Freedom and a local historian.
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; nng fam.ﬂyand friends to Breczlgfa.st with Sanfa on

" “'December gth. It is a wonderful and joyous gathering

7 during € the hohday season that bn.ngs us all together. T
'hope' ¥

From the President
To all faculty, students and alumni:

In this season of thankfulness, 'm
thankful that the Faculty Club is a
very diverse place.

I have long valued the diversity

of the members and staff at the
Faculty Club. In fact, I belong to the club because T
believe our club is indeed a place where individuals of
all colors and walks of life are welcome and celebrated.
This is in contrast with most membership clubs that
are refuges for the elite in our society. During this
period of thankfulness, ’'m grateful that I belong

to a club that continues to demonstrate what the
University’s emphasis on diversity could look like.

I 'was recently surprised and pleased to learn that
Providence City Councilor, Sammel Zurier, introduced
a resolution to rename Magee Street, named fora

slave trader, to Bannister Street in honor of Christiana
and Edward Bannister. The Bannisters were African-
American luminaries prominent in Providence Society
in the 19th Century.

Edward was an artist whose pastoral landscapes

were of mmch acclaim resulting in his being named
“Best Artist in America” at the 1876 Philadelphia
Centennial Exhibition. His works have been featured
in museum exhibitions in both Providence and New
York City. Christiana, Edward’s wife, was a prominent
businesswoman and philanthropist who raised funds
for the care of civil war veterans. She also founded
Bannister Nursing Home to serve indigent elderly
African-American women.

The Faculty Club is the only building that fronts Magee
Street, so this change would be important to us. It will
allow our commitment to diversity to be reflecied in
our address I hope you w1ll JOlll me in supportmg

o ':.I am than.lcful that I belong to this Club. T'm pleased
that otr members wﬂl have the opporh.lmty to

e yon there

Welcome New Members

Francis and Heni Anes], Dr. Steven and Maxine
Awmer, Sallee Boyce Benjamin and Thomas Benjamin,
Dr. Joseph and Barbara Dooley, Elizabeth and Jim
Eickmann, Christopher and Sheila Faber, Andrew
and Chris Foster, Brand and Ann Fowler, Susan and
Kent Friday, Elise and Tully Friedman, Aaron and
Stephanie Furlong, Ashley Gordon Jacobs and Bruce
Jacobs, David Glaser, Thomas J. and Sally Healy

Jr.. Laura and Greg Horn, Courtney Jane, Jeanne

and Michael Johngren, Brad and Gayle Johnson,
Ward Kallstrom and Rosemnary Morgan, Grace Lo
and Y. Paul Lee, Lanra Lopez-Sanders and William
Sanders, Sudesh and Zoe Maniar, Dr. Michael J. and
Sharon Monsour, Melissa Murphy and $am Wilkins, '
Gabrielle Nohmberg and Fabio Savoldelli, Sanford
Pensler, Richard M. Reice, Melanie and Barnaby
Rockwell, Tiffany and Nick Talbott, William and Kelley
Tomlinson, Christine M. Warnez, Peter Wertheimer
and Janet Fosdick, Leslie Yunhsuan Lai

G0 PAPERLESS!
4" Good for the environment
and your Club.

Email: Facutiy_Club@brown.edu
with your email address today!

HOURS:

LUNCHEON
Monday-Friday 11:30 a.m.—2:00 p.m.

DINNER

‘Wednesday-Friday 5:00-8:00 pm.
Saturdays-November 12th and
December 2nd 5:00-8:00 pan.

Reservations: Call (401) 863-3023

Specizl Event or Private Roem Reservations:
(401) 863-3403 Cheryl Carberry

Fax Number: (401) 863-9110
Visit www.facultyclub brown.edu

Browse www.acuclubs.org for the most up-to-date
listing of all reciprocal clubs in the United States
and around the world.




‘Visit our website for the most up-to-date event listings and details!

Chef Demonstration

Thursday, November 2,
500 p.m. %

Chef Dave Chabot will demanstrate the art of pie

creation. Master the lattice pie crust technique and
enjoy samplings of Apple, Pumpkin & Chocolata
$8.00 Per Person

Fall Wine Dinner

Fridey, Movember 3,

Eight courses perfectly paired; a truly unforgeitable
tasting experience. Reserve your seat today; limited
availabifity.

Cream Pigs.
6:00 p.m. {one seating) :
$75.00 Per Person

Thanksgiving
Cornucopia

Wednesday, November 15,
1130 am - 200 p.m.

Butternut Squash Bisque with Rhode Island Apples |
Gherkins, House Made Pickles, Crackers, Bread Sticks,
Bell Pepper Tapenade, Sundried Tomata and Goat
Cheese Dip | Mixed Baby Greens, Shaved Fenne!,
Julienne Beets, Dried Cranberries, Sliced Pears, Citrus
Herb Vinaigrette, Blue Cheese Crumbles and Walnuts
| Mashed Russet Potatoes | Roasted Acorn Sguash
with a hint of Cinnaman and Brown Sugar | Baisamic
Roasted Brussels Sprouts | Cider Brined Turkey Breast
and Herbed Stuffing | Sage Scented Turkey Gravy

| House Made Whole Berry Cranberry Sauce | Pan
Roasted Salmon, Caramelized Onlons, Whole Grain
Mustard, Parsley { Traditional Thanksgiving Desserts |
Whole & Sliced Fruits.

$16.95 Per Person

Breakfast with Santa

saturday, December @,
G.00-11:00 a.m.
[ton't miss this annual tradition!

Holiday Prix g QO

Fixe Dinner
Thursday, December 7, q@z
5:00-800p.m.

Starter: Cranberry & Orange Zest White Wine Spritzer
Sowp: Carrot Ginger Soup with Cilantro Cream

Salad: Crisp Romaine, Honey Crisp Apple, Dried
Cranberries, Toasted Almonds, Pomegranate Seeds,
Pomegranate Vinaigrette

Choice of Entrée: Roasted Long Island Duck Breast,
Dried Cherry Demi-glace, Wild Rice and Farro Pilaf,
Braised Baby Leeks | Roasted Filat Mignon with a
Port Wine Bordelaise, Cipollini Onions, Cast Iron Au
Gratin Garlie, Cauliflower & Potato | Winter Vegatable
Napoleon, Caulifiower Pancake, Roasted Squashes
and Root Vegetables, Red Beet Puree, Goat Cheese

| Fettuccini with Roasted Rhode Island Clams, White
Clam Sauce, Parsley, Garlic Baguette

Choice of Dessert Chocolate Ganache Coverad
Flourless Chocolate Holiday Trees with Raspberry
Sauce or Berry Sorbet with Frash Berries

$36.00 Per Persen

Tis The Season

Luncheon Buffet }? Ag

Thursday, December 14,
11:20 3.m. — 2:.00 p.m.

Select Cheeses, Fruits and Nuts | Cranberry Chicken
Stew | House Made Pumnpkin Spice Bread | Smoked
Seafood Crostini’s with Salmon, Mackerel, Mussels,
Pickled Red Onions, Sliced Radish, Grain Mustard,
Lemon Aioli and Grilted Baguette | Baby Spinach Salad
with Red, Yellow & Green Bell Peppers, Red & Yallow
Cherry Tomatoes, English Cucumber and a Tomato-
Lemon-Ginger Vinaigrette | Chef Carved Garlic and
Aosemary Bistro Steak with a Ferest Mushroom Gravy
{ Roasted Corn Pudding with Crispy Bacon Bits on the
side | Grilled Swordfish with Sweet and Sour Mango
Pineappie Sauce | Mashed Yukon Gold Potatoes |
Roasted Green Beans with Almonds and Buttered
Bread Crumbs | Cheese Tortellini Puttanesca | Assorted
Holiday Cookies and Traditional Holiday Desserts

$16.95 Per Person

Beverage service, taxes and our services are additionat for all events.
PLEASE NOTE: reservations for ail events are recommended.
Call (401) 8563-3023. Starbucks Coffee and Tazo Tea service is included with meals.

Board of Managers

Joe DiMartino 7o
President
Julianme Ip, ML,
Associate Dean of Medicine
Secretary

Jor: Eand 79
Novelist

MMarkJ. Porter
Executive Divector and Chief of Public Safet;
Corporation Affairs & Governance

Christopher Yat Tow '74
Attorney Advisor
Reverend famet M. Cooper Nelson
Chaplain of the University

Andre C. Willis
Willard Prescott and Annie McCleland Smiti
Assistant Professor of History and Religion,
Assistant Professor of Religious Studies

Emeriti Representatives

Levi Adams
Government ¢ Community Affairs

Professor Albert Dahiberg
Molecular ¢ Cell Biology & Biochemistry

Professor Emerita Martha Joukowsky
Oid World Archaeology & Art

Janice Swanson Post ’s3
Alurmni

Willizm Rakowski
Professor Emeritus

Professor John Savage
An Wang Prafessor of Computer Science

Professor Terry Tullis
Feological Sciences

Facuity Club Staff

Dave Chabot
Executive Chef/Kitchen Manager
Cheryl Carbersy
Function Manager
Alex Reyes
Dining and Functions Supervisor
Kristen DePetro
Office Coordinator

Carol Knowles
Lead Hostess



Chef’s Corner ~ See our website for more details!
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Emeriti Faculty
Social Hour
3:30-4:30 p.m.

Thanksgiving
Cornucopia

1:30am. 200 pam. |

Cluk closes after
larch service
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2 3 4 |
Chef Demonstration  Fal! Wine Dinner |
5:00p.m. 6:00p.m. ;

9 10 11
AlaCarte Dinner |

5:06-8:00 p.m.
16 17 18
24 25
- Thanksgiving Recess

® Season’s Greetings with Holiday Treats ~ Order Your Holiday Cookies Today!
(Available December 4th - 20th)

6

2

A laCarte Dinnar
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The Club is clesed for winter recess beginning December 22nd. We reapen on Tuesday, January 16, 2018. N

e -




@ YO The Brown Faculty Club | Non-Profit Org.

Brown University Box 1870 U8 Postage
PAID
1 Magee Street Providence, RI

Providence, RI 02912-1870 f Permit No. 202




Jorge O. Elorza Colonel Hugh T. Clements

Mayor Chief of Police
Steven M. Paré
Commissioner
Department of Public Safety, Police Department
“Building Pride in Providence™
COctober 2, 2017
Lori L. Hagen
City Clerk
Providence City Hall

25 Dorrance Street
Providence, RI 02903

Dear Ms. Hagen:
This letter is to confirm that I am in support of the resolution renaming Magee Straet to

Bannister Street. If you have any questions or need additional information, please call me at
(401) 243-6401.

Sincerely,

gk TS

HUGH T. CLEMENTS, JR.
Colonel
Chief of Police

325 Washington Sureet  Providence, Rhode lsland 02903 {401) 243-6401 Tax: (400)243-6464  TDD#: (4013831-3455




STEVEN M. PARE
Commissioner of Public Safety
Acting Chief of Department

Mayor

Department of Public Safety, Fire Department
“Building Pride in Providence”

October 13, 2017

The Honorable Sabina Matos

Acting Council President/Chairwoman

Committee on Urban Redevelopment, Renewal & Planning
Providence City Hall

25 Dorrance Street

Providence, RI 02903

RE: Resolution Renaming Magee Street to Bannister Street

Dear President Matos:

I'am in receipt of your memorandum regarding the above-referenced resolution. Please be
advised that renaming Magee Street to Bannister Street would not have an impact on public
safety and I do not have any public safety concerns at this time.

If you have any questions or require any further information, please feel free to contact me.
Very truly yours,

S phin

Steven M. Paré
Commissioner of Public Safety
Acting Chief of Department

ce: Lori Hagen, City Clerk

Public Safety Complex | 325 Washington Street | Providence, RT 02903
401-243-6060 phone | 401-243-6487 fax

JORGE O. ELORZA




Connecticut Vailey Disirict
Providence Post Office

LINITED STATES

POSTAL BERVECE

Cctoher 13, 2047

i-ort L. Hagen

City Clerk

City of Providence

25 Dorrance St~ Rm 311
Providence Rl 02903

Dear Ms. Hagen:

| received your letter dated September 28, 2017, concerning a strest name changs.
The Postal Service has no issue with the name of this street being changed io
Bannister Street. Please lef me know when that will become effective so we may
input this street name in our data base,

if there is anything else we can do in suppert of your efforis, please contact me.

Sipceraly, )

e
_~TRor ;w@auame

r// Postinaster

Attachment

24 Corliss Slrest
Providence Ri 02804-p98%8
(401) 2746-6950

FAX {(401) 276-5867




