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No. 306 AN ORDINANCE avmenpING THE APPROPRIATION: ORDINANCE

CHAPTER 1978-18, APPROVED JULY 28, 1978, BY APPROPRIATING
A SUM NOT TO EXCEED SIXTY~SIX THOUSAND DOLLARS ($66,000.00)

__TO THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC LANDS AND PARKS.

%&iﬁéﬁﬁﬁ Effective: April 16, 1979
Be it ordained by the City of Providence:

SECTION: 1. Chapter 1978~18 of the Ordinances of the City of
Providence, as approved July 28, 1978, entitled;
"An Ordinance Making Appropriation of One Hundred Fourteen Million,
Nine Hundred Ninety-Eight Thousand; Eight Hundred Fifty Dollars
and Ninety-Two Cents ($114,998,850.92) for the Support of the City
Government for the Fiscal Year Ending June 30, 1979%, is hereby
amended by appropriating the sum of Sixty Six Thousand Dollars
($66,000.00) to the Department of Public Lands and Parks;
Fifty-Six Thousand Dollars (%56,000.00) to Account 07-02-199 and

o Uars

Ten Thousand Two-Hunéred—Peldars ($10,§%0.00) to Account 07-02-299. RRA

SECTION 2. This Ordinance shall take effect upon its passage.

IN CIiTY COUNCIL

MAR 15 19719
FIRST READING
READ AND PASSED

WWMLERK

CLERK

Effective without Mayor's signature
April 16, 1979
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Department of Public Parks

Office of the Superintendent

Dalrymple Boathouse, Roger Williams Park February 13, 1979
Providence, Rhode Island 02905 401-421-3300

Councilwoman Carolyn Brassil
Chairwoman, Finance Committee
City Council

City Hall

Providence, Rhode Island

Dear Councilwoman Brassil:

At the request of the Acting Finance Director Bernardo, I am writing you
to request the appropriation of an additional $66,200. for the Public Lands
and Parks account of my department's budget with $56,000. to go to account
07-02-199 and $10,200. to go to account 07-02- 299.

The $56,000. for theaﬁ99 account and $5,000. for the#299 account is to re-
place $19,084 already expended from that account to meet bills from the
Providence CETA Administration for the excess cost of CETA workers in July-
September 1978, to pay $21,199. already overdue for the months of October 1978-
January 1979 as well as FICA reimbursement for CETA for the period of dam.,
1978 thru January 1979 and to provide $2,000. for the minimal estimated ex-
cess CETA costs including FICA for the rest of the fiscal year.

This problem arose because the CETA law provided that the Federal government
would pay only up to $192.30/wk in wages ($10,000. per year) At first in

1975 the city paid almost all its workers less than this amount so almost

all costs were borne by the Federal government. However with the very gener-
ous wage increases granted by the city in the three-year contract with Local #
1033, this ceased to be the case. Today the Towest paid laborer with no over-
time gets $204.00 per week. As a result, substantial and escalating costs
occur to reimburse the Federal authorities for wages in excess of $192.30/wk -
and related fringe benefits.

Orally I had repeated1y warned of" this problem, but had been unable to obtain
a directive on what would be done about it. Therefore in my cover letter of
April 11, 1978,(a copy of which is enclosed as per your request)for the 1978-
1979 Public Lands and Parks budget, I formally called this problem to
the attention of the appropriate authorities saying:

" T respectfully call your attention to the fact CETA only
pays $192.30/ wk of a person's wages while the Towest wage
commonly paid with no overtime will be $204.00/wk for laborers.
With 67 CETA employees in this department it will be necessary
to include either a new central account in the city budget or
a new object code in our budget to cover this cost. At present
I am holding, at your orders, over $10,000.00 in unpaid CETA bills
for the current year; for 1978-79 I estimate $25,000.00 will be
needed assuming CETA positions fall by one third)

Unfortunately neither action was taken. The Acting Finance Director informs
me that it has been decided to create a new central account to pay these CETA
bi1ls for 1979-80, but in the interim $61,000.00 is needed in the Department of
Public Parks 1978-79 budget for this purpose.

Commissioners: Robert C. Laurelli(Ch.) / Vincent J. Cirelli / Benjamin L. Cook, Jr. / Nancy L. Derrig / John P. Garan - Superintendent and Secretary: James W. Diamond



Councilwoman Carolyn Brassil February 13, 1979

In view of my early formal warning of this problem as well as my informal
warnings even earlier, no blame fairly attaches to the Department.of Public
Parks or myself for this problem. Indeed by reducing the number of CETA .
positions from 67 to 56 over the past nine months without loss of production
I have considerably reduced this cost. My original estimate of $25,000.
assumed a massive city-wide CETA layoff which was then generally anticipated
but which has not yet occurred; hence far less money is needed than I had
expected but otherwise I believe my warning reads quite prescienct nearly

a year later.

The remaining $5200 for the #299 account is needed to pay a bill in that
amount to Rosciti Construction Company for non-bid emergency work clear-
ing the conduit connecting Crystal Lake to Willow Lake in Roger Williams
Park. This bill was retroactively approved on February 5, 1979 by the
Board of Contract and Supply on the recommendation of the Director of
Public Property whose department had selected the vender after my depart-
ment's request to have the conduit cleared by the city sewerage division
had been unsuccessful. If it is of any consolation I am not aware of this
conduit :ever having been plugged before in its 43 year history and with
the new grate Deputy Superintendent Britto had installed, I doubt that

it ever will need to be cleared again. To pay the vendor as ordered by
the Board of Contract and Supply I request this appropriation in concurrance
with the Director of Public Property and the Acting Finance Director.

Respectfu11y\subm1tted,

James W. Diamond,
Superintendent of Parks
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Jaras W Dizmond,
Superintendent f‘ Parks
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