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No. 238

EFFECTIVE May 28, 2006

hereby Oppose Passage by the General Assembly of House Bill 2006-H

7280, Relating to Statutes and Statutory Construction - Publication and

Distribution of Acts.
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RESOLVED, That the Members of the Providence City%ouhcil
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Effective without the 
Mayor’s Signature:

Anna M.
City Clerk
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April 5,2006

City & Town ClerksTO:

FROM: Jean M. Feeteau, Town Clerk

House Bill #7280RE:

Sincerely,-,.,
1

/bjp

We would appreciate your continued support and hope that you will oppose House Bill #7280 as it 
is not in any city or town’s best interest.

This Act would eliminate the requirement that the joint committee on legislative services be required 
to distribute state laws to certain specified individuals, libraries, government departments or 
agencies. If this Bill were to pass, it would put a great hardship on all our local municipalities.

JEAN M. FECTEAU
TOWN CLERK/PROBATE CLERK

At the March 16, 2006 Town Council Meeting, it was unanimously voted to send a letter to our 
legislators as well as the other 38 cities and towns in opposition to House Bill #7280 “An Act 
Relating to Statutes and Statutory Construction - Publication and Distribution of Acts”.

TOWN OF GLOCESTER
OFFICE OF TOWN CLEFT

1145 Putnam Pike, P.O. Box B 
Chepachet, Rhode Island 02814-0702 

(401) 568-6206 - Fax (401) 568-5850 
TTY (Relay Rl) 1-800-745-5555
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Jeajt/vl. Fecteau
fi^he Glocester Town Council



2006 - H 7280

LC02103

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND-' r

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2006

AN ACT

Introduced By: Representative Gordon D. Fox

Date Introduced: Februaiy 15,2006

Referred To: House Finance

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

1 SECTION 1. Section 43-2-5 of the General Laws in Chapter 43-2 entitled "Publication

2 and Distribution of Acts" is hereby amended to read as follows:

3 43-2-5. Distribution of copies of proceedings. — The joint committee on legislative

4 services shall, as soon as possible after publication of the general laws, public laws, acts of a local

5 and private nature, and resolutions as provided in section 22-11-3.3, transmit bound or electronic

6 copies to eaeh-of the feHowing officers, libraries, or societies as deemed appropriate by the joint
1

committee on legislative services. The bound or electronic copies shall be transmitted by the7

8 recipients to their successois in office;^

9 (a) One copy each to the governor, lieutenant governor, justices of the supreme, superior.

10 family and district courts, general treasurer, state controller, the director of each state department.

administrator of the division of public utilities and carriers, tax administrator, director of business11

12 regulatiomrtb’ !fnl-tt>wn-flnd oity olarks. the several boiirds-of^'ft and registratioHrthe

13

14 olerks or ndntinistratoni of tlie nupreme; superior. fainily-UHd-dif.Hict uoiirt!;. reporter of opinions

15 of the supreme court, tlio ernl-nherilTs; adjutant eeneral. judge advocate goneral.-tlte

16 divisk>H-elH»gcupatkinal safely, tlie-libraiy of any accredited institution of higl; ■dweatioH-ifl-lhe

state of Rhrxle Island, Redviwd l.iliraiy and Athunneum, the People’s Lihraiy, Ne^vport17

18 Ifee-l^oblio l.-ibrafy. any otlter-

RELATING TO STATUTES AND STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION - PUBLICATION AND 
DISTRIBUTION OF ACTS
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iiioorpnrated library in the-stale or tiny librorv in the stale receiving-;~'taie4»d Hint may npply foi u1

T1 7

¥orky the -tihraty-eimie-Wereestef-GoHfliy-Bai' Assitciation, .Massachasettii; the lihian of the3
- ' /•

Johns Hopkins llnivereity, Matyland. the library at. Cornell flniveisityi-New York, the law4

seUools-at-Ci5

New Huven in Connectiont.-tlie library-of the HniveiBih-of-West Viqiinin, in West Vingiiiia. the6

7 bar-lilyary- jn -Cbioago,- in-lllinoisrthe-library of tlie taw school of-Georgetovai University ii

Washington,: IX.. the slate libraries of the several -‘itates; ltie senate-eomm-itteeii on jmlieiaryr8

9 finance nnd-wnniiefoe:--4H>usiiig and -ntnnieipal government, the house of-re|yeseittati-

10 coniniittees on judiciaty-linance-and-cotporationsH-he legislati' council and the Ik)u: •of

finanoe-oenintitli11 repiei'.entati' advisory -sluff—enoh-4neniber-ol--the-general-assembly, the

associate justice of the Supreme Court of the lliiited-States-12 iigned to tire First Circnif each

13 dtsb'icl-judge of the United Slates; for the Uislricl-of Rhode IsIuikI-lite toiled-4»tates-distriet-

14 attoniey for the Uisirict of Rlnxb Island, the flnitad Stales Marshal, the leferee-in bttnki tipioy for

15

I'ifSit Circuit, each distiiut judge of the l.lnited States for tlie District of Rhode Island, the United16

17 T

banlcruptcy for the Di-striol of Rhode lslHnd:nnd tlie olerk-of the United Stales Dtstrict Court;18

-(b)-l‘our (-f) copies to the Secretary of State of the l.lnited Stales;19

20 (c) 'fwo (2) copies-eacli-lo-tlie-state-libraiy. the stale law-library^ th; ereiafy-ol'-staie,-

21 the attorney-generali tlai public defender, the Legal Aid Swiety of Rhode Island, the Rhode

22 Island Historical-Srrciety-, tlie New^iort Historical Society, and tlio Wanton's Court at Nev

23 SborehaHiT

24 (d) The secretary of state shall keep two (2) copies for the use of his or her office.

25 SECTION 2. This act shall take effect upon passage.

LC02103
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EXPLANATION

BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT
y*

♦**

This act would eliminate the requirement that the joint committee on legislative services1

2 be required to distribute state laws to certain specified individuals, libraries, government

3 departments or agencies.

This act would take effect upon passage.4

LC02103
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RELATING TO STATUTES AND STATUTORY CONSTRUCTION - PUBLICATION AND 
DISTRIBUTION OF ACTS



TOWN OF CHARLESTOWN

May 17,2006

City and Town ClerksTO:

FROM:

House Bill 7280RE:

The Town Council would appreciate your support and hope that you will oppose this Bill.

I

This Act would eliminate the requirement that the joint committee on legislative services 
be required to distribute State laws to certain specified individuals, libraries, government 
departments or agencies. Obviously, if this Bill passes, it would put a hardship on those 
of us that do not purchase the supplementals.

At the May 15, 2006 Town Council meeting, it was unanimously voted to send the 
attached Resolution to our legislators as well as our sister communities in opposition to 
House Bill 7280 “An Act Relating to Statutes and Statutory Construction - Publication 
and Distribution of Acts”.

Jodi P. LaCroix, CMC 
Toum Clerk

Clerk Probate Court
Clerk to the Board of Canvassers

4540 SO. COUNTY TRAIL 
CHARLESTOWN, 

RHODE ISLAND 02813
Tel (401) 364-1200
Fax (401) 364-1238 

e-mail: clerk@charlestownri.org

Jodi P. LaCroix, CMC, Town Cl^k

__ _______
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Taken under our hands this IS* day of May, 2006

orrester C. Saffizir/.vedisian

ATTEST:

*
?

,■

WHEREAS, widespread distribution of the annotated General Laws of Rhode Island is a benefit 
to the State and its citizens.

RESOLUTION
LAW UPDATE DISTRIBUTION

WHEREAS, replacing the bound, annotated General Laws with a service such as Lexis-Nexis is 
not only costly, but limits availability to specific work stations; and

WHEREAS, the bound volumes distributed by the Joint Commission on Legislative Services 
include annotations needed to understand and appropriately apply the laws, such as compiler’s 
notes, history, cross-references and other resources; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that enactment of H-7280 is against the best interests 
of Charlestown, all other Town and City Governments in Rhode Island, and the citizens of Rhode 
Island, and we respectfully urge you to defeat the proposal.

Donna Walsh, Vice President

WHEREAS, the bound, annotated copies of the Rhode Island General Laws at Town Hall and 
libraries are a public resource available to and used frequently by Charlestown’s citizens to 
educate themselves regarding their rights and obligations; and

WHEREAS, the appropriate volumes of the Rhode Island General Laws do not always remain in 
a reference area at Town Hall, but are instead utilized by departments and Town Solicitors at 
various town meetings; and

WHEREAS, the joint commission on legislative services has distributed annotated, bound 
copies of Rhode Island General Laws to the Town and City Clerks, specified government 
departments, agencies, libraries and others; and

WHEREAS, the Rhode Island General Laws are a basic tool of government, used by every 
division of the Town; and

WHEREAS, the individual Cities, Towns, libraries, government departments, agencies and 
individuals have not budgeted for the cost of purchasing Rhode Island Public Laws, and annual 
supplements for the Rhode Island General Laws, and will not benefit by any volume discount that 
the State may be able to leverage, which loss of discount will simply increase the cost to 
taxpayers throughout the State; and

^di P. LaCroix, CMC ^Town Clerk

"Katharine H. Wqt^an

Del

y/aregoryGt

\ Pr^idept^ /
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April 5, 20G6

City & Town ClerksTO;

Jean M. Fecteau, Town ClerkFROM:

House Bill #7280RE:

Sincerely,.

^jp

7*

We would appreciate your continued support and hope that you will oppose House Bill #7280 as it 
is not in any city or town’s best interest.

This Act would eliminate the requirement that the j oint committee on legislative services be required 
to distribute state laws to certain specified individuals, libraries, government departments or 
agencies. If this Bill were to pass, it would put a great hardship on all our local municipalities.

TOWN OF GLOCESTER
OFFICE OF TOWN CLERK

1145 Putnam Pike, P.O. Box B 
Chepachet, Rhode Island 02814-0702 

(401) 568-6206 - Fax (401) 568-5850 
TTY (Relay Rl) 1-800-745-5555

At the March 16, 2006 Town Council Meeting, it was unanimously voted to send a letter to our 
legislators as well as the other 38 cities and towns in opposition to House Bill #7280 “An Act 
Relating to Statutes and Statutory Construction - Publication and Distribution of Acts”.

Jeat^. Fecteau
fd^me Glocester Town Council

JEAN M. FECTEAU
TOWN CLERK/PROBATE CLERK
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WHEREAS, replacing the bound, annotated General Laws with a service such as Lexis- 
Nexis is not only costly, but limits availability to specific work stations; and

WHEREAS, the bound, annotated copies of the Rhode Island General Laws at Town Hall 
and libraries are a public resource available to and used frequently by Richmond’s citizens to 
educate themselves regarding their rights and obligations; and

RESOLUTION
LAW UPDATE DISTRIBUTION

WHEREAS, the individual Cities, Towns, libraries, government departments, agencies and 
individuals have not budgeted for the cost of purchasing Rhode Island Public Laws, and 
annual supplements for the Rhode Island General Laws, and will not benefit by any volume 
discount that the State may be able to leverage, which loss of discount will simply increase the 
cost to taxpayers throughout the State; and

WHEREAS, widespread distribution of the annotated General Laws of Rhode Island is a 
benefit to the State and its citizens.

WHEREAS, the joint commission on legislative services has distributed annotated, bound 
copies of Rhode Island General Laws to the Town and City Clerks, specified government 
departments, agencies, libraries and other; and

WHEREAS, the appropriate volumes of the Rhode Island General Laws do not always 
remain in a reference area at Town Hall, but are instead utilized by departments and Town 
Solicitors at various town meetings; and

WHEREAS, the bound volumes distributed by the Joint Commission on Legislative 
Services include annotations needed to understand and appropriately apply the laws, such as 
compiler’s notes, history, cross-references; and

WHEREAS, the Rhode Island General Laws are a basic tool of government, used by every 
division of the Town; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that enactment of H-7280 is against the best 
interests of Richmond, all other Town and City Governments in Rhode Island, and the citizens 
of Rhode Island, and we respectfully urge you to defeat the proposal.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Town Clerk is hereby instructed to submit a copy 
of this resolution to various City and Town Councils of the State,of Rhode Island seeking their 
consideration and support of this proposal.

GIVEN UNDER THE SEAL OF THE TOWN CLERK OF THE TOWN OF 
RICHMOND, THIS 6TH DAY OF JUNE
Attest: / /


