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' THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

'RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

No. 798

Approved Decdmber 18, 2000

RESOLVED, That the Providence City Council does heréby endorse
the Childhood Lead Action Program-Parent Action Group, based on the childhood

lead poisoning crisis within the City of Providence.

» APPROVED
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421 ELMWOOD AVENUE ¢ PROVIDENCE, RI 02907 + 401-785-1310 * Fax 401-941-8156

Childhood Lead Action Project — Parent Action Group
Presentation Before the Providence City Council

The Childhood Lead Poisoning Crisis in Providence

Thursday, November 16,2000 6:30 pm
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A Parent’s Perspective

The Minority Community is Hit
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How the City Council Can Address
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Group’s Recommendations
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Children with Lead Poisoning

DEFINITION

Children with lead poisoning is the
percentage of three-year-old children
screened for lead poisoning who had
elevated blood lead levels (10 ug/dL) at
any time prior to November 30, 1999.
These data are for children eligible to
enter kindergarten in the fall of 2001
(i.e. born between September 1, 1995
and August 31, 1996).

SIGNIFICANCE

Childhood lead poisoning is one of
the most common pediatric health
problems and is entirely preventable.
Infants, toddlers, and pre-school age
children are most susceptible to the
toxic effects of lead. Lead’s effects on the
developing central nervous system may
be irreversible.! Learning disabilities,
hyperactivity, antisocial behavior,
attention deficit disorder, hearing and
speech impediments, and loss of
intelligence can be attributed to lead
levels equal to or greater than 10 ug/dL.
Higher levels of lead exposure can result
in serious health problems and can lead
to coma, convulsions, and death.”

A strong link has been established
between low level lead exposure in early
childhood and later decreased academic
performance.® Children with lead
exposure are more likely to require
special education services.* Children
with chronic exposure are more likely to

have lowered 1Q, behavioral problems,

and as a result, academic failure and
increased risk for juvenile delinquency.®
While all children are at risk for lead
poisoning, low-income children and
minority children are particularly likely
to be affected.” The lack of affordable

. housing in many communities means

that many low-income families live in
older dwellings with deteriorating lead
paint, placing children ac risk for lead
poisoning.® Inadequate nutrition and
anemia, more common in low-income
children, further increase a child’s
susceptibility to lead poisoning.®

Because children may not display
obvious symptoms of lead exposure, the
best way to detect the condition is
through a screening blood test.' The
Chitdhood Lead Poisoning Prevention
Act of 1991 requires regular lead
screening for all Rhode Island children
under age 6. In a study of all children
born in Rhode Island hospitals in the
first four months of 1996, two-thirds of
the children were screened for lead by
18 months of age."

Progress has been made in reducing
the number of children under age six
with lead exposure. Thirty-five percent
(3,910) of children eligible to enter
kindergarten in the fall of 1996 had
been screened with a blood lead level
over 10 ug/dL as compared to 13%
(1,873) of children eligible to enter
kindergarten in the fall of 2001."
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Lead Exposure in Children under Age 6, Rhode Island and Core Cities,
Screened between July 1, 1998 and June 30, 1999

NUMBERWITH PERCENTWITH
NUMBER ELEVATED LEAD LEVELS ELEVATED LEAD LEVELS
SCREENED (210UG/DL) (210 UG/DL)
Providence 7.718 1,463 BT
Central Falls 1,059 189 18%
Woonsocket 2,043 73 13%
Pawtucket 2,833 345 12%
Newport LL]) 92 10%
Core Citles 14,532 2,362 16%
Rhode Island 33,696 3,422 10%

Source: RI Department of Health, Office of Occupational and Radiological Health and Division of Family Health,
Data are for all children screened between July 1, 1998 and June 30, 1999 (n<33,696). Communities may vary in
the percentage of children under age 6 who are screened.

4 In 1999, more than two-thirds (69%) of children screened with high lead levels lived in
the core cities. Of the 2,362 children with high lead levels statewide, 560 had very high lead

"levels over 20 ug/dL. Seven children were hospitalized with lead poisoning; of these, 5.lived

in Providence and 2 lived in Woonsocket.

# One in five children screened in Providence and Central Falls in 1999 had high lead

levels, compared to just over one in ten statewide.

S
Lead Poisoning Prevention and Treatment

@ Lead poisoning is a multi-dimensional problem involving housing and health. Lead
poisoning can be prevented through public-private sector partnerships that reduce lead
hazards in housing and educate the public on the risks of lead poisoning to young children.”

@ The Centers for Disease Control recommends a multidisciplinary comprehensive
approach to the treatment of lead poisoned children, including: repeat bloed tests to
monitor lead levels, medical management, house inspections, removal of lead hazards, child
development services, social services, and parent education.'"



Providence Addresses Where Multiple Children Have
Resided With High Blls (15ug/dl and up) (1,210)
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Addresses With One or More Children
With a BLL of 15ug/dL or Higher

4 children

3 children 3%(120) 5 or more children
8% (288) "\ | 2%(83)

2children
21% (813)

Addresses with one
child at 15ug/dL or
higher
66% (2519)

Total: 3,823 Addresses
Of those tested from 1993 to 7/2000

©2000 Brown University Center for Environmental Studies. Contact: Patrick MacRoy 863-2715




LEAD UPDATE
Rhode Island Department of Health Statistics -
September 2000

Prevalence of lead poisoning in Rhode Island minorities
RI Children <72 months of age with elevated lead levels, by
Race/Ethnicity
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Elevated lead levels are less common in all these racial/ethnic groups than they were in
1996, but there is still great variation among the groups. The proportion of children with
elevated lead levels is much higher in racial/ethnic minorities.
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45-24.3-10

(uJ Use of only suitable fuel for the Leater;
(iti) Proper manner of refueling;

_{iv) Proper placement and handling of the heater when in upem-'.

tion;

{v) Proper procedwres for lighting, flame regulation, and extin--

an the heater; and
vi ibiGon on use of unvented i
} Prahi . ) portable space heaters
:sz;zgmm which particalar labsl must be permm-jﬂp eatly alﬁx:;

(@) Unvented portable space heaters must be packaped with i

. . m g

structions such as to_mform consumers mgardir‘:: progper 2&1111;;
?:;:;:ugoupe;auon, x‘x_mludmg £, a8 8 mi inimum, information regard-
e the :)emw::;;(lns set forth ip subsewtions (e)(1)(;) through (e)(1)(vi)

(@) Unveated portable space healers must be c i

r anstructad

low center of gravity and minimum tipping angle of Lhirty'-nthreeth .
degreeu (33°) from the vertical with an empty reservoir:

(4) Unvented po'rtuble space heaters musl have an t;utomatic
safety shat off device or inherent design featurc which eliminates
fire bazards in the evenl of tipover and atherwise conform with the
;t:ngx;.\:ds set forth in national fira protection associatiun (NFPA)

) Ijuvented portable space heaters must not

; . duca carben
mopoxide nl rates which te fed s i
Pt i create a hazard when operated as intended
un(ist) BJ:l;:ohoe cootaining the following must be delivered with each

(i) Unvented portable space heaters that i
po(t}g)n!: shall }:e canaected lo grounded o::;‘l::go"w eloctric com:
1) A partable fire extinguisher shall be ired i i
nt);__t_c; xnvenf:d portable space heaters; roquired in close proxin:

ui smoke detector shall be required in th :
uovented portable space heater is h?be used. ® aren where an

HLP.T.. lﬂ‘gl <h. 263 & 2 h"“': "'-'u?“‘ :" et g e be
. <b. 383, $oding of subsection {e)¢); zad made roi

(Pm::h::n:. ‘Tbe 1934 l_b.-enz‘tm?l\( apilalintien sad punctuation changes o

L. , «b. 84, § 1} deleted “and i sub- The 1801 Resractroeat (PL 1991, ¢h, 354

sa0uUn (3) of Wb semn”™

- ’i:n“::‘m“m‘}' ning ﬁ‘ 17 made severel panctuation, capitaliza-
{or “sulmedion” w subsection (N2t eubst- oriond strlistic changrs (hroughaut (be
tuted "must bave sutomatic aafety” for “raust sertian.

45-24.3-10. Gengrnl requiremenis relating to the safe and
sanitary construction and muiotenance of perts of dwellings
and dwelling unfts. — No person shall oocupy, as owner or occy-
pant, or let Lo another for occupancy, any dwelling or dwelling unit,

fur the purpose of living therei hi i
ifintdla requirementn:g ein, which does not comply with the

TOWNS AND CITIRS 354 -

N’\'O.An. Island Geuneral Laws (RIGL)

Ocewpandy Code
:

395 HOUSING MAINTENANCE AND OCCTPANCY CODE  45-24.3-10

(2) Every foundation, floor, roef, ceiling, and exterior and interior
wall ahall be reasonably weathertight, watertight, and damp free,
and shall be kept in sound condition and good repair. Floors, interinr
walls, and ceilings shall be sound acd in goud repair. All exteriar
wood surfuces, other than decay resistant woods, shal) be protected
from the elements and decay by paint or other protective covering or
treatment. Potentially hazardous materials will nol be used where
readily accessible to children. Walls ahall be capable of aﬂ'ord.inf

ivacy for the occupants. Every premiec shall be graded, drained,
g:e standing water, and maintained io a cleun, sanitary, and safe
condition.

(b) Polentially hazardous muterial on the interior surfaces of any
dwelling unit, rooming house, rooming unit, or facility occupied by
children is prohibited. The interior surfaces intlude, but are not
limited to, window sills, window frames, doore, door frames, walls,
ceilings, stair-rails and spindles, or other appurtenances.

(c) Lead-based substances are prohibiled whenever circumstances
preseut a clear and significant health risk to the occupants of the -

. &8s defined by regulstions of the department of health.

(d) In each instance where thers is reason to believe that lead-
based substances are preseut, the enforcing officer shall confirm
whether suspect substances are lead-based by arranging for 2 com-
prehengive environmnental Jead ingpection which conforms te depart-
ment of health regulations.

(e) In all instances where substances are confirmed to be lead-
based by an environmental lesd inspection, and there exists a lead ~
exposure hazard, the euforcing officer shall identify necessary lead
hazard reductions thst must be laken pursuant to department of
health regulations.

() nall instances where lead-based substances are identified op o
dwelling, a dwelling unit, or premises occupied by a child suffering
from “lead poisoniang”, as defined in the Rbode Island Lead Poisoning
Preventioo Act, §§ 23-24.6-1 through 23-24.6-26, the enforcing ofh-
cer shall consider these instances under "emergenciea”, purauant to
§ 45-24.3-21.

(g) During the portion of the year when there is a need for protec-
tion against mosquitoes, (lies, and other flying insects, ev door,
opening directly rom 8 dwelling unit to outside space, s have
supplied proparly fitting screens having at least sixteen (16} mesh
and a seE Sﬁesing device; and every window. door, ar other device
with openinge to outdoor space, used or intended to be used for veuli-
lation, shalFbe supplied with rereens.

(h) Every window located at or near ground level, used or in-
tended to Le used fur ventilation, and every other apening Jocated at
ot near ground level which might provide an entry for rodeots, ethall
be supplied with adequale screeas or such other devices as will effec-
tively prevent their entrance.

(i) Every dwelling or acocessory structure and (he premises upon
which they are located shall be rodent-proofed and maintained so as
to prevent rodents’ harborage.

~Hovsing Mainterana md




Providence School District
Expenditures by Six Programs

General Education and Incremental Programs
July 1998-June 1999

Vocational
16% Other Programs
Chapter 1/Title 3.8%
1
5.3%
Bilingual/ESL
6.0% Special Education
17.8%
General
Education
65.3%
Program Program Amount $ per Pupil % To Total
Enrollment Expenditures
(FTE)
General Education 18,459.63 $152,999,578 $8,288 65.3%
Special Education 2,114.22 $41,631,620 $19,691 17.8%
Bilingual/ESL 4,517.84 $14,134,021 $3,128 6.0%
Chapter 1/Title 1 18,335.00 $12,483,329 $690 5.3%
Vocational 260.10 $3,725,201 $14,322 1.8%
Other Programs N/A 9,240,429 N/A 3.9%
Total District 25,326 $234,199,178 $9,247 100%

bl e

general student population

FTE is Full-Time Equivalent; the portion of a student’s time in each educational program
Whenever possible, $ per Pupil by program has been calculated

Chapter 1/Title 1 is the only program using a headcount. It is only federal $.
“QOther Programs” does not include a per pupil expenditure because the programs do not benefit the




Robert Litter aka Silver Lake ILP aka Whittier Ave. Partners

CHILD CHILD 2 CHILDREN
POISONED POISONED POISONED
At 91-93 At 47-49 Whittier Ave. At Ralph Street.
qulph Street Another NOV issued for Property cited
' Ralph Street twice more for
' Code violatiqns
Ralph Street cited for code Both cases dismissed in
violations. Housing Court.
Litter brought to Housing Defendant pays $100.
Court on 18 counts of failure to Another NOV issued for
abate code violations at 126- violations at Ralph Street
128 Pocasset Ave. and 47-49
Whittler Ave.
1992 1997 1998 1999 2000

4+ Children lead poisoned since 1992.
Cited 31 times by city inspectors for code violations since 1984.

HOW LONG WILL NON-COMPLIANCE IN HOUSING COURT CONTINUE?
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Working Together to Eliminate Lead Poisoning

YES, | would like to know
more about the
Childhood Lead Action Project
Parent Action Group

PARENT
ACTION
GROUP

H aving a lead poisoned child
presents many challenges.
Parents who have experience with

; lead poisoning and its prevention are
Wﬁ\f‘E\i\D‘ LAW Bl : , ready to support others facing these
challenges.

name

address

city / state [ zip

phone

e-mail

Childhood Lead Action Projectl

Parent Action Group Coordinator
421 ElImwood Avenue
Providence, Rl 02907

liz Colon
Toll Free: 1-888-234-3337
Tel. 401-785-1310 ® 401.941-8156 Fax

E-mail: clap@ids.net

The Parent Action Group is a resource
for parents. We can connect you with
other parents who can provide
support while sharing practical tips
and advice. As an advocacy group,
we help to bring people together to
push for better programs and services
to protect children from lead. The
Parent Action Group is a place to turn
for answers and action.

0 000 000D OOOOOGOOPOOEDROOOOEOEOEOSCEOSNONONONOONONONONONONONONOONEODNONOOONEONOGOONODOOEDNINOEONOEONOOEOND
0 0 0O OO OOOODPOOOOOODOOOOOOOGECECTECEOODPOOGOPOGKOGINOGEOGONONEBSTOEONEOSGNOSOEONODOSEONOSNOSONONONBSONOSGSOGONOVNOSEOSGENONOS

Photo Credit: The Providence Journal
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Working Together to Eliminate Lead Poisoning
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YES, | would like to know
more about the
Childhood Lead Aclion Project

Parcnt Action Group

PARENT
ACTION
GROUP

H aving a lead poisoned child
presents many challenges.
Parents who have experience with
lcad poisoning and its prevention arc
teady to support others facing these
challenges.

name

address

¢ty [ state [ 20

N

e-mail

Childhood Lead Action Project

Parent Action Group Coordinator
421 LiImwood Avenuc
Providence, Rl 02907

Liz Colon
Toll Free: 1 888 234-3337
Tel. 401-785-1310 ® 401.941-8156 [ax

E mail: clap@ids.net

The Parent Action Group is a resource
for parents. We can connect you with
other parents who can provide
supportl while sharing practical tips
and advice. As an advocacy group,
we help to bring people together to
push for better programs and services
to protect children from lcad. The
Parenl Action Group is a place to turn
for answers and action.
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