
DR. ROBERT RICCI
SUPERINTENDENT

VINCENT A. C[ANCI, )R.
MAYOR

SCHOOL DEPARTMENT

a Office of Superintendent

February 14, 1984

Ms. Rose Mendonca
City Clerk
Providence City Hall
Providence, Rhode Island

Dear Ms. Mendonca:

' Providence City Council Resolution No. 72 calls for the
teaching of gover,nment to eighth grade students.

I believe the enclosed course description of the eighth
grade Government course satisfies the requirement of the resolution..

' This course is presently taught in Providence Public Schools.

Please communicate this information to the Providence City
~ Council. Your assistance is appreciated.

,~ Sincerely,

- 
~~~~J~~~~

! Robert Ricci
, Superintendent
i 

RR:ecm :

CC: Ms. Joyce Stevos

, Enclosure

!N dTY COUNq~.

n~►o L~---~---..
WHEREql~ON ~T 

IS4RDEREDTW4TE SAME BE REC VEp.

1 480 Charles Street Providence, Rhode Island 02904-2274 (401) 456-9211

', An Equal Opportunity Affirmative Action Employer
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C~URSE STATEMEI~iT

Department/Area of SLudy, Social Studies

-- - course
COURSE T2TLE Government ~_

Length of Course 1 yearNo. of Credits Grade Level(s) $

Prerequisites • ~

Course Overview:
The purpose of this course is to provide the students witk~ an over-

view and understanding of at least three aspects of government. One is
an understanding of the structure of the federal, state, and 3oca1 systeM
of government. Second is the practical aspect~of being able to apply the
lavas of the system personally to develop the skills required of an effective

--citizenry. The last aspect of this course will allow students to examine
trce decision-making process used in governments in difference places.
i_;e topic focused upon will be man's inhumanity to,man. The question
~~tudied will be at wrhat point do government and/or the citizenry move to
protect the human rights of individuals.

Ceurse Goals•

- 1. The student will learn about the process of decision-making in.
~overnment.

2. The student will be able to organize, analyze, interpret, and synthesize
information obtained from various saurces.

3. The student will be able to identify the central problem in a situation.

~. The studer~t will ~e 2~? e ~o ~der.tiFy znd l~cate saurces of inforr~ation
and evaluate the reliabiZity and relevance of these sources.

5. T'r.e student will be able to use reliable sources oi infor:~ation.

5. The student will develop the human relations skills ar.d attitudes
necessary to communicate with others.

;. `1'he student will demonstrate a commitment to individual ar~d grou~
rights and acts in support of equal opportunity.

~ ~. The student will demonstrate effective involvement in social inter-
action.
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Governmer.t Outiine

I. ~i~Jny Govern:~nen ~

II ~. Pur~ose

3. ?uentification of different si~uati~ns wnere government
is necessar~,~ ~

II. Review of the beginnir.g of ~'~merican Government

A. Articles of Confederatior~

B. Need ~or a Constit~ation

C. C~nstitutional Convention

III. The Constitution of the United S-cates

A. 3 brancnes oi government

1 • LXvCU Y1V2

2. Legislative
3. Judicial

B. System o~ checks and balances

C. Compromises

• D. Provisions for Amendments

• E. Bill of Rights

F. Ratificazion

i IV. Structure of t~~e r ederal Governmer.t

', A. Congress

1. organiza~ion
' 2. structure
, 3. deci~ion-making in Con~ress

B. The Federal Budget

1. source of funds
I z• deciding on how to s~end ~~ie funds
' 3. The budget process

~ C. The rxecutive Branch

, 1. The President's many jobs
2. Advisors to President

I
i

3. Decision-making in the P~^esiden~y
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D. rederal Agencies

1. structure ar_d ~unction
2. decisicn-makir.g
3 . 1 ~bbyirlg

E. .edera3 Courts

1. organization ' .
2. purpose
3. The Supreme Court and its work

~. Interest Grouvs

I. need and purperse
2. how they influence the government
3. laws controlling interest groups

G. Political ~ar~ies

1. Development of the political parti,es in tr~e U. :~ .
2. structure

~ 3. role of political parties

H. Political participation

1. ways citizens car. ~artic~ipate ir~ govern.~nent
2. reasons; rights and responsibilities

V. Structure of State Government .

:~. State Legislature

1. p~wers
2. structure ~
3. Stat~ Renresentatives

G. Governor and State agencies

1. structure of Executive Board
2. role of Governor
3. role of State Agencies

C. State Courts

1. State Court structure
2. Criminal and Civil Cases
3. Lawysr~ and th~ Court System
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VI.
i

Structure vf Local Govern~ent

A. Local.Governments

I 1. kinds of Local Governments
~ 2. County system

3. City services
, 4. how city services are paid

B. City Government

1. structure
2. political divisions in a city
3. decision-maxing in city government

VII. Urban Problems

i
ti. ~rowti~ of Oities

~ ~. ~roblems of Cities

, C. Federal aid to the cities

vIII. Consumer Decision-making

ti. The American Econonic ~ystem

~'I B. Producing goods and services

+ C. Buying goods and services

. D. Banking, Loans, Cre~it

~ ~. Consumer Protection Laws

II IX. Decision-making and Human Rights

~ A. The American Indian ~xperience

1. Gove~^r.mental policy affecting human rights
a oral dilemmas2. Deciszons nd m

i 3. Relationship between history and the decision
4. Effect of the inhumanity

I B. The Black Experier_ce

~ 1. Governmental policy affecting human rights
2. Decisions and r~oral dilemmas

, 3. Relationship betsveen history and the decisions
4. ~ffect of the inhumanity ~
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Ca The Armenian ̂ xperience

Y 1. Governmental ~olicy affecting human rights
2. Decisions and moral dilemr~as
3o Relationship bet~veen history and ths decisions
4, Eifec ~ of the inhumanity ~

D. The Jewish ~Yperience ,

1. Governmental policy affecting human righ~s
2. Decisions and moral dilesnmas
3. Relationship betweera history a::d the decisions
4. Effect of the inhumani ~y

E. The South African E~perience

1. Gove~r:mental policy affecting human rig:~ts
2. Decisions and moral di~er,imas
30 ~elationshin be~ween nisto~^y and tne decisions
4. ~ffect of the ialhurianity

F. The ~tietnamese Ex~erience

1. Goverruner.tal policy affecting human riohts
2. Decisyons and ;noral dilemmas
3. Relatio::ship betwesn history and the decisions
4o Effect of the inhumanity


