
THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESO LUTION OF TH E CITY COU NCI L
No. 591

Approved September 16, 1994

RESOLVED, That Federal, Ciry and State Public Safety Mandates be

complied with.
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. , ~. THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
STATE Of RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
No. 592

Approved Septer~ber 16, 1994

RESOLVED, That the City of Providence is requested to start a

~ Citizens Participation Program relative to reducing fear of crime in our City Parks

, and Playgrounds.
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PARK-WATCH

A FE~ic Rr~UiTIC3I~F PRCGRAI~i FOR NE`~ YCRK C~T~t FAR~S ~4hTD :€~L€~Y~Rf3i3P~~S

The New York City Police Depax~tment is committed ta reducing
crime and the fear t~iF crfine. Ovar the past few months,
~QSGij3i r"cs1E:iL:'siV@ StY'a~B~~2S ~i85~c ~'iF:ci1 iiiiv6~ l0ai tricit ~iBV~ r~lr~hdy
markedly decreased reparted crime. But recent OpSIII~h polls
indicats that crime statistics alone are not sufficient to reduce
fear. Fear must be attacked head-~n, not obiiquely as a
hy-product of crime strategie~. "Park--Watch" is a fear
r~~u~tia.^~ ~,rcgrat~ tha~t d~ters ~ri~e f increa~e~ ti~e uppi`eheilSfCiil
of suspe~cts, and, moat importantly, reassures citizens o£ their
safety in public spaces.

"Park-W~s~~~~"' is a simple program that equips citizens
uith lightweight portable phones Iimited ta ane functlon -
dialing 9-i-1. Participants wear brightly colored "Fark-Watch"
nylon vests or tee-shirts to alert other peap~e ueing th~ public
spaces that the police or other emergency services can be
contacted immediately, i~ necessary.

Unlike other citizen participatfon programs,
"Park-Wai;ch" does not require citizens to wear police unkfarms ar
set aside valuable time for citi2en patrols. A phone, a vest o~
~ee-shlrt and a participant's Manual are grovided Qn the spot to
properly identified Iocal residents Who use a park or playground
at about the same time several days a week.

ParCicipants deter same criminal acLivfty by their pres~nce.
Ti~ey prevent other criminal activity lsy notifying the paiice o~
susgicious actfvity before a crime accurs. If a crima occurs,
participante can point out th~ auspect while maintaining
continuous contact with emergency operators.

The greatest contribution o~ the "Park-Watch" pr+~gram 3s the
reassurance of safety that it gives to other park and playground
users. Mothers Who take their taddlers on the suings are
relieved ta see a participant in the playground, kno~ing that
help is near~y, if neefled. Park users are calmed by passing
jaggers. bicycli~5ts and strollers~ who wear the "Park-Watch" vest
and are equipped With the 9-1-1 phone.

Lmr~ cr4me st~tistics in th~ city's par~s a~d ~lay&raund~ dc
nat ~upport the high levela of fear brought on by hf~hly
publicized, Dut isolated, crimes. An attainable goal nf the
program i9 to improve thB ima~~ af New York's parks and other
landmark places, suci~ ~s the Coney Island baardwalk and the
~i a~&Iyn ~E i~g~ ~::i~:a :~uv~ ;;~~n ~h,e s:.e~~~ cf rec~g~~ .~~.s~c~rthy
crime~. A grand objective of the ,program is to c~st off the
unfair reputation of New Y~r•k City as a concrete metropolis of
cold strangers and expose its real character of 7 millfon pe~aple
willing to help each other, if given the means.
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The goal fbr large parks, like Prospect Park in Brooklyn or

Central Park in Manhattan, is abaut 300 participa~ts. ~eamlese

caverage from daWn to dusk may be provided by enrolling 20

partici.pants for each hour of the day from 6:Oa AM to 8:00 PM

(3oD). The gaal for a 3mailer area, like the Brooklyn ~rfdge, is

ahout 1a0 partieipants - 3 residents who Walk ta Work across the

Bridge ~n weekdays fram b:00 am to 8:00 PM and an additional 50

participants who use the Bridga on weekends.

A pratotyDe af tha program began in March 1994 on th~

Brooklyn Bridge. Twenty sfiudents from St. Francis College in

Braoklyn uear the vests and crass the brid~e daily using bicycles

danated by the Bxooklyn Union Gas Company. There is lit~le crime

ta deter an the bridge, but the positive reaction Qf other bridge

u~er5 has been overwhe2ming. Bridge users have calYed and
Written requesting to participate in the program.

~wo large communications corporations, NYIYEX and Motorols,

are joinfng forces to expand the prt~g~ram on the Bridge and start

the prngram in Brooklyn's Prospect Park and the Coney Island
boardwalk which have been tha sites of widely publicized repes

this Spring_ The com~anies are considering the donation of 5d0

phones and vest~ with a number af rechargers t~at will be
strateglcaily locatad in each area for the replacement of phone

batteries. New York's City's Police Foundation is serving as the

canduft for the dnnations.

TL~ New Yark City Police Department is seeking government
funding for an add~tionsl 1,50Q phones and vests. The government

funds will pravide 100 phones to augment the Hrooklyn Brldge
pra~ram and snothar l0a phones to start the Coney Island program.
The balance of 1,300 phones Will be used in the largest parks in
each af the oth~r four boroughs - Central Fark in Manhattan;
Flushing Meadow Park in Queens; Pelham Bay Park in the Bra~nx;

and Clov~ Lake Park 1n Staten Island. The goal is ta enroll a

tat$1 of 2,000 particip~nts by the start of Summer i99~. The 25

gercent match for the funding s~ill be in the form of the 500

phones and vests donated by NYNEX and Motorala.

The total cost of tha program far 2,0~0 participants is
$10q,000.00. The phones c~~t approximately $40.Q0 each. far a
total phane cost of $80,0~0.00. The vests cost about $10.00 each
for a~otai vest cost of $20,~00.00. Ne~t Yax^i~ City match for the
~rant will be $25,000.00 in phones and vests.

The program wili be evaluated by mea~uring r~bbery, rape,
assault, criminal mischief snd larc~ny complaints in each
location for the period one year prior to the start of the
program and one year subsequent tr~ its fmplementation. Citizen
fear s~ill also be measured by pre-program and post-program in
pers~n surveys administered to park and brid~e users.

bridge2
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"SAFE-PARK"

A CIT~ZEN PARTICIPATION PROGRAM TO REDUCE FEAR IN NE~1 YQRK CITY

The "5afe-Park'° Pragram is part of the ~'olice

Dapartment's e££ort to reduce fear and improve public safety.

MUre than 7 million people who reside in this city do not cammit

cr i me . They care aboufi th.ei r oWn saf ety , the eafety of thei r

famil.ies and the sa~ety of their neighbors. Through the

"Safe-Park" Pt-ogram, these citizens can deter criminal activity

and xeassure each other that the parks and playgr~unds in this
city are not only beautf£uI, but safe as well.

Th~ "Safe-Park" Pr~grero takeg advantage of reCent
advanc~5 in communication tech~nology that have produced
lightWeight p~_:,.~hle phones designed for one purpose, to dial
"9-1~1." Park users, going ahout their normal activities, carry

the phones and call 9-1-1 i£ they observe any dangerc~us or
suspicious activity. But thai.r quick access ta emergency
services is not ~enaugh. The participants fn these pregrams also
agree to wear a distinctive ny1Qn vest over their outer c14tl~ing
that is visible to ather park users. The vests sign3l that the
area is safe and that someone is there to help, if needed.

The phones and vests Will be issued to volunteers who
regularly us~ the parks, playgrdunds and other public syaces for
leisure or r•~creatian. Be~ides the easy acces5 to emergency
servicas, the Pragram conveys the perception, and the reslfty, of
safety. The cold anonymity th~t has come to ~y~bolize New i~ork
can be replaced by a feeling of mutual trust and concern, a
recognition that NeW York is a c~,ty of carfng people, Willing and
able tfl enjoy i~s beauty fn safety.

PLEASE ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS. IF YOtI ANSWER "YES" TO
nii~ ~iiic~i~ Clllt'.STIG~Yj, ri~,'v5~ ~;i3F~iri..~~~ i'~L ~~Al2 C3F T~ F3R1~ ;~ iH~i
WE CAN ENROLL YOU IN THE PROGR~,M.

1) DO YOU k'ALK, JOG, RIDE A azKE, SKATE OR USE THE PARK
FOR ANY OTHER LE25URE OR RECREATTONAL ACTIVITX SEVERAL
DAYS A WEEK?

2)

3~

YES ~

WOULD YOU CARRY ~NE OF OUR CELL PHONES WHEN YOtI USE THE
PARK AND DIAL 911 IF YQU ~EE ANY DANGEROuS OR
SUSPICIOUS CONDITIONS?

YES NO

WOULD YOU WEAR ONE OF OUR LIGHT NYLQN VESi5 OVER YOUR
CLOTHING T~ LET OTHER PEOPLE IN THE PARK KNQW THAT YOU
ARE WiLLING AND ABLE TE~ HELP TAEM7

YES NO



Whaf dn f dn rjl move (o anoLher neigh6orhoud ur

s[vp usi,rrg 1he park? How do ! leave rhe Suje Parks

o,n,~.~ ~ .,~ : ~:;
1f at any'time y~u~iop usingihe park, or iC you ~nuve to

a differeni'neighboi~#~ood, y~,u~can lcare the Safe P:uhs pro-

graru simp{y_by rewrniitig the.p~r~abk phone and ILe ve.ci

to l}x 78tfii Precinc[:staliott hou~.e.. I~'s that simplet

Guiderrn~,s;~t ~. ,.°.

1_ Woluoleers;must fifout an aPplication at lhc 78th
Precinci3ta~ioaiiousfni designafed park lacatiaasand
}~rovide ideritil~cation?~(e:g_:; ~driver's license, social
security'card; college i;d: card; phone or utility biiJ,

etc ) _' -:_
- ~-:-..

2. ' AEI p~-l~crp.►nts_►vjli carry. a free cellular trlephone and
wear tbe lightweigh~ ves~.

3.~ Physica7=and..verUal'al~err.a[ions'u~il] be avoided.

4, Medical eR~ergencaes. mus~ be reporled to the 911
operator (e=g:, difficulty,.brcathin~, concussion,

bfoken-limb,:e~c.)... , ,

S. Crimes and dangerous conditi~cs mu.st be reporied to

the 911 operator (e g;_lheft from a person, deslroy-
u~g pa.rk properly ~suspicious person, etc.).

6. Puticip~wu are_ responsible f~r ~he care of the Gdlular

phune and lt4e~vesl. - ..

' 7. Participaais ar.e respQnsible for tec:ping ~he phvne bal-

teries chargeci:_{Rechxrged balieries wifl be availahle,

free of charge, ai severaf lor.etions ~hrovghout ~he

park ) _ 
.

R. First aid''"wi[I' be ~~adminisle~ed only by liceas-
nd/authorized• personnel.~: ..

9. Tampering wilh lhe ce)lulat phor~es is stncily

prohibited. -..-: --

f~. When a volunLeerno longcr~wish~ ~c pactfcipale, the
caetlular phorie;and vest:'wilt bti reluro~ed io the 78th

' FrecinG staiion house. .

~ - . ' ' _ - . . . ̀ . . ..
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