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A~p~i~oved August 14, 1972
~

Tr~'HER~.1:5, Harry uJ. Blunt of 37 .Arthur Stree~, ~ast

Providence, ~2hode Island, caithout regard for his o~rn life~ has

performed an act of e;:traordinary bravery within the City of

Providence on .April '7, i972, ~ahen he jumped into ~he Providence

River, from the Point 5treet Bridge, and rescued ~rom possible

drovaning two residents of this Ci~y; Jacqueline L. Shavers and

her son, Robert C. ~havers, aizd.

WHERERS, in tnis e_~traordinary act of bravery, Harry W.

Blunt pull.ed Mrs. Shavers and Master ~havers ~rom the partially

subme~ged automobile, ~ahi.ch had crashed ~hrough th~ railing

along ~he Point S~reet Bridge and dropped into fourteen fee~ of

water, and

• 4~i-iEREAS, with the aid o~ three Ci~y o~ Providence De-

~
partment of Public ~^Torks ~mployees , Fred Bailey, ~'red Des Iauriers ,

and Alfred Mandello, he caused this 27-year old mother anci her

L 5-year oId son to be rescued from the frigid v~~aters o= the Provi-

dence River, and

~^dHEKr~AS, under the provisions of Chapter la'72-2~, an-

p.~oved May 22, 2972, the Committee on Public ir~elfare ot the City

Council, having investiga~ed and received evidence concerning

~his act, are of the o~inion that the said act c.7as one of e~tra-

ordinary bravery,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE TT RESULVED; that the Committee on

Public Wel~are af the City ~ouncil does hereby concur with the

~ recommendation of His Honor, Mayor Joseph A. Doorley, Jr., that

this brave young man be nominated ~or a citation and that the

City Council authorize the bestawal ot the Municipal M~dal upon

Harry tv. Blunt of 37 Arthur Street, East ProvidenCe, Rhode Island,

in recognition of the aforementioned e;~traordinary act of bravery

and va1o~ , and

BE I1^ FURTHER RESOLVED, that His Honor the Mayor is heie-

by invited to bresent the said Municipal Medal to Harry Vd. B1unt



w

J

. ~ " Page ~

. at the ne,~ct meeting of the City Council seheduled to be held

on T'hursday, September 7~ 1972, at S:UO o'clock P. M., in the

Chamber of the City Council, City HaZl, Providence.
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REPORT OF TH~ COMMITTEE ON ~UBLTC WELFA~E

TO THE HONORABLE '~HE CITY COUNCI'L UF THE CZTY OF
PROVIDENCE, RH011E SSLAND

Gen~lemen:

Your Committee, by vir~ue of the provisions of
Chapter 1y72-24, approved May 22, 1972, relative to the
bestowai of the Municipal Medal to any deserving person
or persons who has performed an extraordinary act of
bravery or valor in the City of Providence, respec~fully
reports:

ti~ith respect to the candidacy of Harry W. Blunt,
age 39, of 37 Arthur Street, East Providence, Rhode Island,
for the awarding of ~he Municipal Medal, who, on Apri1 7,

' 1972, at about ~:45 o'clock A. M., jumped into the Provi-
dence River, from the Point Street Sridge, and rescued

, Mrs. Jacqueline L. Shavers, age 27, of 160 Doyle Avenue,
who was the operator of a motor vehicle which crashed
through the iron railing on the bridge and dropped into

, approximately l~ feet of caater. Wi~h Nrs. 5havers, in the
same automobile, was her son,Robert C. Shavers, age S;
your Committee submits the detailed auto accident investi-

~ gation identi~ied as C. R. 8$-64, together with a related
map and Providence Police Department ~raff ic Bureau Report
No. 63 which describes, in detail, the heroic act undertaken
by Mr. Blunt.

Your Committee, upon thorough ~nvestigation of this `
act, ~ortified with the report of tne Police llepar~ment, as
above noted, hereby recommends that the Municipal Meda"1 of
the City of Providence, R~hode Island, created by Ordinance
of the City Council on May 7, 1915, be bestowed upon Harry W.
B~u~t of 37 Arthur Street, East Providence, Rhode Island,
f~~_hi~ act of bravery performed within the City of P~ovidence.

Accordingly, your Commi~tee transmits the accompanying Res-
olutzon with recommendation the same be ~dopted.

Respectfully submitted for the
Committee
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