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WHEREA5,: The .Ci:t.y of ~.:Provi.de,nce .suf.~ers :fr.om a sever.e

probl:em nf .vacan~~ and .abandoiied :s,tru~.~ur,es, and

WFiEREAS,., The .Gen:eral 'Ass:embly. is cti:rre~ntily coi~sid:eri~ng

Hou:se. .BilT, 80-:H 7135 wh,i~ch would.. :s~trengthen ,the .poxa:ers >of:..the .

Buil,d,ing Iii:sp:~ctor: to or:d.er. ,the. .co.r:r,ec~t:ion ,of such ~prob:lems by

demoli:tion;. repair :or transf,~r,~

NOW, THEREEORE,. BE _ST::RE.SO.LVED,: That~. the .Ci'},y Coun,cil

convey.to.the General'Ass:embly, and :the Govern:or, its:f,erven~-

end:~r:semen~ of House.Bill 80=H 7135 and::u~_g.e.passage of: same in

the. .cu:rren~ ~sess:ion.
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ST:~TE OF RHODE I SLAA'D

IN GENERAL :~SSEPIBLY

J:~.ti'L'.aRY SESSION, A.D. 1980
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Introduced B ~' ' ~Y~ Representatives Cardente, Vitullo, Fiorenzano, Lima
and Carnevale, Jr.

Date Introduced: January 17, 1980 ~

Referred To: House Committee on Corporations

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:I~

1 Section 1., Section 23-27.3-124.0 of the general laws in

2 chapter 23-27.3 entitled "State building code - Adoption by ref-

3 erence" is hereby repealed in its entirety.

4 Section 2. Chapter 23-27.3 of the general laws entitled

. 5 "State build~ing code - Adoption by reference" is hereby amended

6 by adding th~reto the following:

,~ 7 "23-27~3-124.0 Unsaie Structures - General Provisions. --

8 All build ngs, signs or other structures or any portion thereof

9 shall be kept and maintained in a safe and sound condition at all

10 times by the owner or his authorized agPnt.

11 A building, sign or structure shall be declared .unsafe by

12 the building official if any one of the following conditions

13 exists upon the premises.

r 14 1. The building is vacant, unguarded and open at doors or

~ 15
I

windows thereby permitting unauthorized entry; or

lb 2. There is a hazardous accumulation of dust, debris or

17 other combustible material therein; or
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3. There is a falling awa}r, hanging loose or loosenir.g of

any siding, block, brick, or other building material; or

4. There is a deterioration of the structure, or structural

parts, or a structural weakness exists whereby the continued use

and occupancy would endanger the lives of the occupants or those

using public or private land in the immediate area; or

S. The building has been partially destroyed or has been

substantially damaged by the elements, acts of God, fire, explo-

sion, or otherwise and is vacant, regardless of whether or not

such building is secured to prevent unauthorized entry, or

6. The building or structure has been vacant or unused for

more than one hundred eighty (180) days, whether or not it has

been.boarded, guarded and/or closed at all doors and windows and

has remained in a condition such that the repairs necessary to

make the building or structure safe and sanitary for occupancy

exceed fifty percent of the physical value of building or struc-

ture as defined in Section 106.5;. or

7. The building, sign or structure constitutes a fire or

windstorm hazard or is in the opinion of the building official

otherwise dangerous to human life or public health, safety, and

welfare; or

8. There is an unusual sagging or leaning out of plumb of

the building or any parts of the building and such effect is

caused by deterioration or over-stressing; or

9. The electrical or mechanical installation or systems

create a hazardous condition contrary to the Standards of this

Code or the Code in.effect at the time of construction; or

10. An unsanitary condition exists by reason of inadequate

or malfunctioning sanitary facilities or waste disposal systems;

or ' "
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1 11. The use or occupancy of the building is illegal or

2~ improper because the building does not comply with the allowable

'~~~ 3 areas, height, type of construction, fire resistance, means of~.

4 egress, live load, or other features regulated by the Code in

~ effect at the time of construction; or

6 12. Whenever the building or structure has been so damaged

7 by fire, wind, or flood, or has become so dilapidated oz deterio-

8 rated as to become an attractive nuisance to children who might

9 play therein to their danger.

10 124.2 Notice of Unsafe Condition. -- When the whole or any

11 part of any building, sign or other structure shall be declared

12 to be in an unsafe condition, the building official shall issue

13 a notice of the unsafe condition to the owner of record describ-

14 ing the building or structure deemed unsafe and an order either

15 requiring that the building, sign or structure be made safe or be
~Qsc~!ll~, o~a~~x

` 16 demoiished within a/~stipulated time. All notices and~ ~shall ~

17 be in writing and shall be delivered to the owners of said build-

18 ing by the building official or his designated agent or shall be

19 sent b " tre is ered or ce tified mail to the last known ay g ~ ddress of

~ ~
~0 such owner or owners f any owne ̂can~not~b~ ated after due~

21. and diligent search, the notice and order shall be posted upon a

22 conspicuous part of the building or structure, and such procedure

~--~'23 shall be deemed the equivalent of personal notice. When a build-f~

24 ing or structure is ordered secured for any reason by the build-

25 ing official, the owner shall board said building or structure in .

26 accordance with Section 124.6 within seven (7) days or the build-

27 ing official may cause the necessary work to be done to secure

28 said building or structure. The cost of such work shall be

29 billed to the owner and be a lien against the real property as

30 provided in Section 125.7.

t- .

'~. ~~~S Ta >Er~toc~t sN ~~f B~~c..A cnX~ .~ 5~c~ti1 ~ orL or~Fe~ s, 2uc:r~~

S~}f}~- ~~,So '~8E iSS~ED -CO i~~ Mo2aaA~►~ES oF IZEGor~A .
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1 124.3 Appeals. -- The owner shall either comply with said

2 order or shall appeal said order to the local board of appeals

3 within thirty (30) days of mailing or posting of said notice and

4 order. There shal]. be no appeal to the order to board an unse-

5 cnred or vacant~ building or structure. The board of appeals

6 shall, if requested•by the :owner, hold a hearing where it will

7 either confirm, modify, or revoke the notice and order of the

8 building official in accordance with the provisions of Section

9 126.0 as may be deemed just and proper in the interest of public

10 health, safety and welfare. ~

11 124.4 Restoration of Unsafe Buildings. -- A building, sign

12 or structure declared unsafe by the building official shall be

13 restored to a safe and usable condition in one of the following

14 manners:

15 1. When no change in. use or occupancy is contemplated or

lb compelled:; and the reconstruction or restoration is less than 50~

17 of the physical value of such building, sign or structure as de-

18 fined in Section 106.5, the building, sign or structure shall be

19 repaired in accordance with the applicable requirements of

20 Section 106.3 or 106.4.

21 2. When a change in use or occupancy is contemplated or

22 compelled, or reconstruction or restoration is in excess of 50°,~

23 of the physical value of such building, sign or structure as de-

24 fined in Section 106.5, exclusive of foundations, such building,

25 sign or structure shall be made to comply in all respects with

26 the requirements for materials and methods for new buildings,

27 signs, or structures erected under the provisions of this code.

28 124.4.1 Compliance. -- The owner of an unsafe building,

29 sign, or other structure shall obtain the necessary permits to

30 perform the restoration or reconstruction work required by the

31 building official within thirty (30) days of the receipt of the

--,~ x~on ~ ~ ~~
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1, an unsafe condition and shall proceed immediately with the work

2 as required in Section 114.2 of this code. The work shall con-
~•,,

3 tinue until the unsafe condition has been abated.

4 124.5 Disregard of Unsafe Notice. -- When an owner or his

5 authorized agent has been served with a notice of an unsafe con-

6 dition and fails -to comply with the order to either make the

7- building, sign or structure safe or to have it demolished within

8 a stipulated time and has not appealed the order to the local

9 board of appeals within the thirty (30) days required, the legal

10 counsel of the municipality shall be advised and shall institute
~/ as ~Pr~o~~~Ea ~~l sE~-~►o~ 122.

-\;1`~ ~ —~'P~I ~
11 the appropriation action to compel compliance~ If in the opinion

~ 12 of the building official the condition poses an immediate danger

13 to the public health, safety and welfare the building official

14 shall cause all the.necessary work to be done to either make the

15 building, sign or structure safe or to have it demolished. The

16 cost of such work shall be billed to the owner and shall be a

~ 17 lien against the real property as provided in Section 125..7.

18 124.6 Boarding. -- Any building or structure which is

19 ordered secure for any reason by the building official shall be

20 boarded in accordance with the following specifications:

21 All openings (including doors and windows) from cellar to

, 22 second floor inclusive, and all windows above second floor lead-

23 ing to fire escapes, porches, or structural appurtenances on all

24 floors must be covered from the exterior with a minimum of one-

25 _ half inch (1J2") thick exter~ r~ grad~plywood secured with screws

~~ 26 of minimum length 1 5/8" or ~Mi~" (6d)ring shank nails placed 12

27 inches on center around the'perimeter of the opening. Plywood

28 shall be fitted so it rests snugly against the exterior frame

24 butting up to the moulding or siding.

30 Al1 other windows must be secured in a similar manner with

~ 31 3/8" plywood from either the exterior or interior of the build-

32 ing.

-5-
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124.6.1. All gas, electric, water, and other services to a
. ~

2 boarded building or structure except sewer lines shall be discon-

3 nected. 1~l:;

4 124.6.2. Prior to boarding a building or structure, all

5 decomposible debris and rubbish shall be removed from the prem-

• 6 ises.

7 Section 3. Section 23-27.3-125.7 in chapter 23-27.3 enti-

8 tled "State building code - Adoption by reference" is hereby

9 amended as follows: •

10 Section 125.0 Emergency Measures. '

. ~ ~ « n ~~ n 

, .

12 125.7. Liens. -- Whenever the owner fails to comply with an

13 order to repair,board or demolish a building,sign or structure as

~- 14 required by the building official as required by the building

~ 15 official and the building official has mad~e rQap~a~,boarded or

~ 16 demolished said building, sign or structure ~ costs incurred by

I~ ~~~ 17 him in such action shall be a lien against the real property and
~

!,; 18 such lien shall be enforced in the manner provided or authorized

19 by law for the enforcement of common law liens on personal prop-

20 erty. Such lien shall be recorded with the records of land evi-

21 dence if-the-deae~~ing-ia-deme~iahed--bq--order--af--~he--bai~diag

;, 22 offie=a~----~he-bni~diag-effie=a~-map-~~~~-~he-ma~.eria~s-ef-~ahieh ~

23 aaid-bni~ding-aras-eens~rne~ed-and-he-sha~~-dedne~--~he--ne~--pro-

i

i 24
-

eeeds--of--said--sa}e--from-fihe-eea~-ef-deme~i~ien;-and-~he-omner '

~i 25 sha~~-be-respeasib~e-fer-anq-defiei~-mhieh-maq--resn~t----~a--~he

, 26 eeen~--~here--shen~d-be-a-anrp~as-of-fnnda-af~er-~he-sa~e-ef-Zaid

• 27 ma~eria~-and-after-~.he-bni~diag-effieia~-ha~-app~ied-~he-preceeda

28 of-said-sa~e-te-ehe-ees~-ef-deme~i~ian;--said--snrp~ns--aha~~--be

~
~

29 paid--ee--the--e~aner--diree~~}+- of the municipality and the lien

30 shall incur legal interest from the date of recording.

-6-
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~ EXPLANATIOIQ

(:F

:~~T ~cT
R}:L:f~iI,~:G TO TFiE STATE

Bi;ILDI~G CODE

1 This act ~.ould ar~end the State Building Code by redefining

2 "Unsafe Structures", requiring notification to owners.thereof,

3 appeals from orders regarding unsafe structures, and would also

4 provide a lien for municipal costs involved in protecting the

5 public from unsafe.structures.

6 This act kould take effect on Ju1y 1, 1980.
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~.~ 1 Section ~ Neither section 2 nor section 3 of this act need ~~, ~

2 be printed as part of the general laws in accordance with Section

I ~'
~, 3 23-27.3-100.1 of the general laws.

~~ 4 SECTION ~ This act shall take effecton July 1, 1980.
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April 18, 1~80

Fionora~l~ Alfr~d W. Cardent~

Un~ted States Representative

940 l~ianton Avenue

Provi+c3e~etar R.I. 02~09

Dear Represen~ati.ve Cardente:

Enclosed are cogies of Reso3utions presented tv the City Council

Qn April 17, 198~, read anc~ passed b~r~said members.

V+~ry truly yours,

Rase ~i. Mendanca,

Cit~r Cierk.

RR~Ni/ j ld

~:nc~losure



April 1~, 1980

Honorable Alexander E. Vitullo

United Sta~es Representative

85 Union Street

Warren, R.I. 028$5

Dear Representative Vitullo:

~nclosed is copy of Resalution presented to the City Council

on A~rii 17, 1980, read and passe~ by said members.

Very truly yours,

Rose M. Mendonca,

City Clerk.

RMhi/j ld

Enclosure



April 18, 1980

Honorable Anthony Carnevale, Jr.

United Sta~es Representative

150 Barbara Street

Providence, R.I. 0~909

L~;~~ ~epresentative Carnevale:

4

Enclosed is :opy of R~solution presented to the City Council

on April 17, 1980, read and passec3 by said members.

Very truly yours,

Rose M. Mendonca,

City ~',lerk.

RPu~t/ j 1 d

Enclosure



A~nti~ 18, l98lD

Repxe~se~2~taz~.ve Fxa~.h J. F~.onenzaE2o
~~ T~!i ~i. Lt C C' ~'i V C? i1 l.l C~.

Pnov.~denc~, Rhode I~s~a~td 02909

Dean Repne~~rz~a~i~.~e f~~.onenzav~o,

Enc~o~ed ~.~s capy a~ Re~a.~u~t~.an. pne~en~ed ,#'o xhe C.i~~

C~uv~e~.~ on Apn.i.~ 1~, ]9k0, nead and pa~~ed by ~a.i.d 6tem6en~.

Veny Znuky youx~,

Ra~e 1U. ~~endanea,
C~..ty C.~enfz .

PM~II~ma
~nc.~o~une:,
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Apn~~ ]~, t980

Re~n~~en~a~~ve do~eph L. L~rna
63 Pne~.tor2 S~neet
P~cov~.dertce, R6zade I~.Car~d 02906

Dean Kepne~5en~a~~.ve L~.ma,

~~2c.~o~ed ~.~s co~y o5 Re~o.~u~~.on pne.~en~ecf ~o ~i6tie C.~~y

Counc~..E on A~n~..~ l~, 14~0, nead a~zd pa.5~,ed by ~a.~d Memben~s.

~

RMM/~rna
~,ic~'o~sune

Veny ~nu.~y ~ouxe,

Ra~e M. A4endonca,
C~.~y C.2ex~ .



A~nti~ 18, 1980

Hou~e C~mm~~~ee on C~npona~~a~~
Re~xe~en~a~~ve An~hun L. Stim~n~n~
5G Ramb~ewaad Dntive
wa.~wtic~, RhUde I~2and 02889

Dean Re~ne~e~~a~tive Stim~~tin~,

~~c~a~ed ane ca~tie~ oU Re~a2u~tion~ pxe~e~~ed ~a ~he Cti~y
Cau~cti~ o~ Apn~~ 1~, 1980, nead and ~a~~ed by ~atid Membex~.

veny ~nu~y yaux~,

Ro~e M. Mendonca,
C~~y C~en~.

RMM/1ma
~nc~o~une~


