THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

No. 179

Approved April 8, 1982

WHEREAS, A teen-age ‘jury ‘in Juvenilée Court, results
~in first offenders having sentences determined by -their peers,
and -

WHEREAS;_This.jury,:bonSiSting,of'studentsufrom
MiddlévandjseniorfﬁighzSChools:partibipating:on»aVVOIUntary
basis,  giving: up one afternoon of classes, has been in existence:
'foruthreeandkxmrhalfﬂyearsginxDULUthswith:numeroUs.advantages,-
and -

WHEREAS, With a Probation Officer to oversee. the .
proceedings,-this'prognam has kept administrative costs down-
and,speedsvup.theltimeaforhproééSsing cases, and

WHEREAS, A primary value of ‘the youth jury is the .

- education given. to the jurors and their peers,

"NOW,:. THEREFORE, BE .IT .RESOLVED,. That.:the Providence
Municipal?court:study.thexfeasibility of creating ‘a Juvenile-
Jury Program for..the .Juvenile Court,. to bonSist:of:students.

. from. the Middle and Senior High Schools. .

IN CITY COUNCIL

APPROVED
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By NATBANIEL SHE PPARD J
' Specxal to The New York Times ~ 4

' Dui,um March 27 — A nervous 14- |

. year-old high:school sophomore stood be- |

fore eight teen-age.’jurors- in juvenile
court to e sentenced for possession of 10
man;uana mgarettes mth intent to sell
th

Under a novet year-and-a-half—old pro-

gram for firstoffenders, he had elected to
~ have hissentence determined by.a jury of
-his peers. ‘with a7] probatum offx

Seeing the proceedm

‘juror asked. “Fourteen to 16,” the youth
replied, his head-down-and his’ right foot

wiggling under the table-at which he: sat
S 1is that'it helps keep administrative costs

**How. much:p

selling the joints?’ ‘another juror‘asked i
..*‘None,’;.the youth said::¢'1 did it
- other people: " 45

- MAren’

tthere bett

" 'mother-interjecteds “my. son is'shy. and:|
has aiways:had :trouble making: friends |

with other children. His father died sev-
eral years.ago.. He. was an alcohohc, and
that. conmbuted °t %

The'youtha

cided on- the punishment .’ ““I don’t think’
he knew what he-was:doing was wrong;!!
one juror.said; **Yeah; but selling:to: 14
year—oldg;' said another. ,

:EmblemMeetl

; "Soums {ike'he has a problem meeting:
friends;” one said.**Maybe we should get
him into Something fike the Bxg Brothers

R oAy

%, -Michael' J.3°F

-value of. the youth Jury was 'the educa-
gives 'to- th i

S mother were excused' pee

-from. the courtroom:while. the: jurors-de- } Y. 8 :
tem and get'a: perspecnve on what hap-

'this they pass on totheir peers

progra
“'l'hz;ﬁ?s a good idea,” sand Bonnie Me-

' Donald,, the probation officer who super.

vised the hearing, often coaxing jurors to
be more lenient with defendants by re-
minding them that they were first of-
fenses.

“How much probation?” she asked.

-"The jurors agreed.on 90 days and said the

youth should be reqmred to participate in

| a.drug-awareness program and put in 16

hours of unpaid commumty service work

.The populatxon of this Lake Superior
port city is-about 100,000, and nobody
seems sure how many are ]uvemles But,;
according to Sgt. Gerald' M. Sabick of the
Police Department’s Juvemle division, 50
-t0 60 percent of the city’s crimes are com-|
mitted by'persons 17 years of \age or

‘been in operation, more than 125 cases
-havebeen heard by teen-age juries, made| -
up of students from junior and senior high
schools. They participate on a-voluntary
basis, giving up one afternoon of classes.

~.*“The main-advantage of the program

‘down’ and helps“us; to keep- the time for
‘processing cases to- under 10 days.” said.
arrell,~supervisor: of:‘the |
youth division of Juvenile Court. “We ftig-

-jure ity costs about' one»half or: less forthe»

Gerald c. Marun pres:dmg judge of
the Juvenile Court, said that the primary

pens in the judiciary,’’ he'said.*‘And they

- have to-make decisions.. They also learn

that things:do-happen and there are con-
sequences for violating: thelaw, contrary
to the:popular :belief -that juveniles al- |
ways get off with'a slapon the wrist: And

“Kids often go “expecting

made up of their peers. But they some-
times get treated very roughly and the
jury sometimes lays into kids and par-
ents with noholds barred.”

The sentences meted out by the youth
jury are sometimes uneven. One youth
was caught with one marijuana cigarette
in his possession and sentenced to 60 days

L2

jury program hasv

] wilt be |
‘easierbefore-a-juvenile-jury because it is

-of supervised probatwn Another
charged with the theft of a-pack of ciga.
rettes and a lighter and possession of
marijuand, was given 30 days’ probation
and required to write a letter of apology
‘to the person from whom she had stolen. "
~Most .of the cases involve underage

drinking or possession of marijuana. The |

jurors are also empowered to hear cases
-involving - certain- shoplifting, misde-

meanor -assault,. illegal use of ﬁrearms

and lllegal hunting and fishing. -
Dnnldng and Drugs. .
Dnnkmg is;a major ‘pastime-for many

of the city's youths and for some, drugsj -
are, too..When a defendant said he had_
| never drunk beer or smoked marijuana, a'}:
juror -shot back: “I don’t believe you:} -
There probably isn’t:any kid-around hereil-
who hasn’t_gone to Superior.to drink or |-

smoke marijuanaatleastonce.” = ;%%
- At a break'in'the hearings' the juror

were asked.who among them had never »

consumed alcohol as: a:min
arijuana; Noone spoke up
tIt’s.hard. to.be:in:our’ position,’

wrong to-drink underage, butldoit.” -

portant funstiom.. -
~It givesa. youthachancet pro hey

can participate.in the legal system,” said

Paul Kovach, an 18-year-oldsenior.
“We can get to'the truth,’” said Paul

Karon, a 17-year-old seniér. “’A kid can |

get by with a lot when talking to a teacher
or a judge or someone older, but it’s hard

to fool a peer because they have been |
around and - done some” ‘of. the same’!

thmg e : . C e

Loreen Murphy; a°17-year-old student at|
*{ Cathedral "High ~School> "We ‘ grew up{’
drinking like some of the kids that come |-
into court, and we have. to put, sentences !-:
-on the kids because they get caught. 1 find |-
'myself more sympathetic. I know. it’s|:

"« guess we-all.break the law some- |’
times,” said Mrs. McDonald, the proba- |
tion officer. ‘‘I know it's hard to hold the R
gas pedal-to 30, but I anr hard on my kids |
about it. When I'Hiave 10 g0 somewhere I &
'wm do50toget there.”” o[

.- Despite.the conflicts, ‘most of the j ]urors &
said they felt the youth juryserved an im- }i;
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