THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

No. 145

Approved March 2, 1998

RESOLVED, That the Superintendent of Schools and the Providence

School Board are requested to adopt a School Promotion Policy.
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97-0827-PO6 August 27, 1997

AMEND ADORF-FHE-NEW ELEMENTARY S8CHOOL PROMOTION POLICY
AND-RESCIND-BOARD-REPORT-06-0327-P04

.A'

. - ) - . .
THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORTS THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATION:

PURPOSE:

PRESENT POLICY:

HISTORY OF
. BOARD ACTION:

POLICY TEXT:

(96-0828-P04)

Amend *depﬂho Elementary School Promation Policy.

" Conslistent with the Children First Education Plan, the purpose of this

policy Is to provids rules for promoting elementary students and to

* update and expand the Summar Schoo! Bridge Program for third, sixth,

and eighth grade students. This policy also provides guidelines for

- promoting special education and limited-English proficient students, and -

it outiings Intervention/remediation and parental notification procedures.

The current policy, Board Repart 96-0828-P04 "New Elementary School
Promotion Policy,” Is hereby amangded rescinded-with-the-approvaot
this-potiey.

Board Report 77-212-12, July 13 1877: “Promotion Policy, K-12°
Board Report 94-0323-P01, Mareh 23, 1894: “Elementary Sehool
Promotion Pelicy, Kindergarten-Grade 8"
Board Report §6-0327-P01, March 27, 1896: “Pallcy tor Elementary
School Promotion® '

lj -

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL PROMOTION POLICY

Deciglons o promote of retain slementary students should be based upon successful complation of
the cumiculum and performance on the lowa Tast of Basic Skills. Students at grades three, six, and
eighth are subject to the speclal considerations listed below in the Summer School Bridge Program.
Retention of students Is not recommended or encouraged unigss efforts at remediation of academic
deficiencies have been unsuccessful. It is recommended that kindergarten students should not be

retained,

Suminer School Bridge Program. Third, sixth and elghth grade students will be promoted based on
their performanca on the lowa Test of Basic Skills (ITBS) and thelr grades in reading and
mathamatics. The fetlewing stipulations ljatad balow must be followad eensidered,

e Third grade stixients who are more than one year below grade level in reading or
mathematics on the ITBS or who recelve a tailing grade in either reading or mathematics
will not be prometed to the fourth grade until they have succesafully completed a six-week
summer scheol bridge program. Students who do not successfully completa the summer
program will be retained in grade thres.

¢ Sixth grade students who are more than one and a half years below grade leve! in reading
or mathematics on the [TBS or who racelve a failing grade in either raading or mathematics
. will not be promoted to the seventh grade until they have successfully completed & s
week summer school bridge program. Students who do not successtully complete the
summar program will be retained in grade six.
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97-0827-P01 - - August.27, 1997

AMEND BOARD REPORT 96-0828-PO3:
ADOPT THE AMENDED HIGH SCHOOL ROMOTION POLICY
THE CRIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER REPORTS THE FOLLOWING RECOMMENDATION:
Adopt the amended High School Promotion Policy.
-~ PURPOSE: One of the goals of the Children First Education Plen is to ensure that all students

achieve at all grades in high school. This policy is necessary to establish a
uniform set of promotion criteria for high school students.

PRESENT

POLICY: Ths Policy for Minimum Promotion Requirements for High School Students
(Board Report 95-0222-RS3) is hereby rescinded with the approval of this policy.

HISTORY OF

BOARD ACTION:  Policy for Minimum Promotion Requirements for High School Students
(Board Report 95-0222-RS3), adopted February 22, 1995.

POLICY TEXT:
HIGH SCHOOL PROMOTION POLICY

9th Grade Promotion
Promotion from 9th to 10th grade requires the successful completion oft:5 5.0 units of credit.

Notwithstanding the foregoing, 9th grade srudents who fail any core course (English, Mathematics, -
Science, or Socisl Studies) must attend summer school and enroll in credit courses for the classes
they have failed, regardiess of the number of credits complated. If at the end of the summer
program the student still does not have 45 5.0 units of eredit or has not passed the core courses,
that student will not be promoted. Similarly, 9th grade students who score below 8.0 in Reading

or Mathematics on the Test of Achievement and Proficiency must attend summer schoo! and enroll
in & Reading and/or Mathematics remedistion program. If a student fails a core course(s) and is
deficient on the Test of Achievement and Proficiency, that student must first enroll in credit
course(s) for the class(es) failed and then, if time permits, enroll in & Reading and/or Mathematics
remediation program.

When considering mandatory summer school for 9th grade students, attendance must be
considered. Students with more than 20 days of unexcused absence, including absence caused by
out of school suspensions, will be required to attend summer school. This provision will be
applicable whether or not the student has the requisite number of credits necessary for promotion
to the next grade.

10th Geade Promation .
Promotion from 10th to 1 1th grade requires the successful completion of 40 11 units of credit.

4 -
Beginning-with4he-1953-1958-schoolyeur-Htirgrade-students-whofaiiweere-cous "(”""" ”
‘*‘“‘F Summer-geiroet "'Id "“:' " ".'“d'; ’"'"?’ “'I :"’ '.'”’(F"’ u;." :"' ¢ f"l'" l.'“" “"‘ oo
premored. :

For the $956++953 1997-1998 school year, it is recommended that schools provide & voluntary and
optional summer program for 10th grade students who have failed eore courses.
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o Eighth grade students who score balow 6 Z.2 in reading or mathematics on the TBS or
who recelve a falling grade in elther reading or mathematics will nct graduate ot
-, badigipate In graduation exarcises and relsted activities until they have successiully
" completed d sever-wesk summer school bridge pragram.” Students who sucoessfully
complete the summer bridge program will graduate at the conclusion of the summer
session. Students who do not auctessiully complete the summer program will not receive
an elementary school dipioma. Studants who failed to successfully completa the summer

DIQACAMT WHo Are ASIS O A0E OF W] e Dacemops
"

wll migne a

designated region ransition attendenee conter. The curriculum of these centers will be
designed to provide basic skills development in Reading and Mathematics and will addrass
all other elementary schoo! graduation requirements. The lowa Tast of Basic Skills will be
administerad to these students in January. Students must score #:6 2.2 in reading and
mathematics in order to be promoted to high school. The earilest these students wiil be
eligible for promotion to high schaol is their second semester at the regional etendencs
gransition center. :

Student attendance. Students in grades 3, 6, and 8 with achievemant scores below the
national average for thelr grade leve! and with more than 20 days of unexcused absence
including caused by out of schoo! suspensions will be required to attend summer school.

Parenta! Netification. Beginning with the first day of the school year and prior to October 1¢t of eaci
schoo! year, principals will be required te notify parents in writing of the promotion policy of the
Chicago Public Schools. Copies of the policy wlill be made available to schools for distribution,

At the end of the fifth waak, fiftesnth week, twentieth week, twanty-fifth week, and thirtieth weexk,
parents must be notified in writing i their child Is receiving a failing grade in Reading or Mathemnatics.
If the ¢hild receives a falling grade in Reading or Mathematics at the end of the twantieth week,
notitication must be gent to the home via certified mail. If the parent does not come in for a
confersnce at Report Card pickup at the thirtiath week, notification must be sent to the parent via
certified mail. Within five days of the receipt of the iowa Test of Basio Skills resuits parents must be
notifled in writing If thair child will be required to attend mandatory summer school.

Schools are aiso required to notify parents via certified mall that their student may be required to
attend summar school as soon as that student has reached 10 days of unexcused absencs, including
abgsonce caused by out of school suspension. The same notification must be made after 15 days of
such absences. Final notification must aiso be given that a student will be required to attend summer
school once that student has reached 20 days of such absences and has scored below the nationa!
average on the ITBS Reading and/or Mathematics tests.

Specia! Education Students. Students in special education programs will complete the curriculum
to the maximum extent possible. In promoting and graduating these students, the schoo! shall use

the objectives and expectations that have been moditied according 10 the students’ Individualized
Education Program (IEF).
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" Limited-English Proficlent (LEP) Students. Limited-English proficient students will complete the
cumiculum in their native language and/or English in accordance with the Implementation Handbook
for Bilinguat Education Programs In the Elementary Schools. In addition to the curriculum that all
students complete, the limited-Engiish proticient student will also complete the English as a Second °
Language (ESL) curticulum. |n making promotion and graduation decisions regarding students of a
non-English language background, the school shall not consider the studant's leve! ef English
preficiency. Category A and Category B students will be evaluated on parformance in the native
language. Category C students will be ovaluated on performance in the native language and in
English in accordance with exit eriteria found in the implementation Handbook for Bllingual
Education Programs in the Elementary Schools. All promotion decisions will be based on the
policies and proceduras outiined in the Implementation Handbook for Bilingual Education
Programs In the Elementary Schools. Category A and Catagory B students will be required to
attand summer school based upon examinations given in their native language. Category C students
will be required to attend summer school based upon examinations given in their native language and
In English, :

Elghth Grade Graduation. Eighth grade students must pass the Unitad States and State of lllincis
Constitution tests 1o be graduated. Limited-English-Proficient students may take the constitution tests
in Engligh or in their native language, as determined by teacher ]u:_!gmom. :

Intarvention and Remaediation. \When a student is in danger of not being prometed, the schoo! will
. provide intervention and/or remediation. Intervention will involva using a number of altemative
instructional strategles and techniques to meet the studant's needs and to provide opportunities for
surcess, with an evaluation of progress every five weeks.

Exemptions and Appeals. Requests for exemptlons to this policy may be made by the principal,
taking Into consideration a studant's past academic performancs, )

appropriate Region Education Officer. A decision to retaln & student may also be appealed by a
parent/guardian to the appropriate Region Education Officer.

EDUCATIONAL . .
REVIEW: A committee consisting of representatives from the Office of Schools
and Regions, the Office of Policy, the Law Department, and the Chief
Executiva's Office reviewed and developed this policy.
FINANCIAL REVIEW: This policy has been reviewed by the Office of Management and Budget
‘ and the Office of Finance.
LEGAL REVIEW: This policy has been reviswed and approved by the Law Department.
Approved for Conslderation: Approved; |
LYNN ST, JAMES PAUL G, VALLAS
Chist Education Officer Chigt Exacutive OHi ,
Noted: pproved as | Form: Ng\/
] . '
Q7
KENNETH GOTSCH MARILYN'F. JORNSON
Chiet Fiscal Officer Attome?/‘;
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11th Grade Pramation
Promotion from 11th to }2th grade requires the successful completion of 5 12 units of credit.

Y

Parental Natification ,
Beginning with the first day of the schoo! year and prior to October 1st of each school year,
principals will be required to notify parents in writing of the promotion policy of the Chicago
Public Schools. Copies of the policy will be made available to schools for distribution, At the
end of the fifth week, fifteenth week, twenticth wesk, twenty-fifth week, and thirtieth week parents
" must be notified in writing if their child is receiving s failing grade in any class. If the child '
receives a failing grade in any class at the end of the twentieth week, notification must be sent to
the home via certified mail. Within five days of the receipt of the results of the Tests of
Achisvement and Proficiency, parents of 9th grade students must be notified in writing if their . -
child will be required to attend mandatory summer school due to receiving s score below 8.0,

Schools are also required to notify parents via certified mall that their student may be required to
sttend summer school as so0n as that student bas reached 10 days of unexcused absence,
including absence caused by out of school suspension. The same notification must be made after
15 days of such absences. Final notification must aiso bs given that a student will be required to
sttend summer school once that student has reached 20 days of such absences.

Exemptions :

Requests for exemptions to this policy may be made by the principal, taking into consideration a
student’s past academic performance, and exemptions require the approval of the appropriate
Region Education Offices, A decision to retain a student may also be appealed by a
parent/guardian to the Region Education Officer.

Summer School Cradits
Students may receive a maximum of two units of credit during the summer session.

Spacial Education Section Students in special education programs will coraplete the curriculum to
the maximum exteat possible. In promoting and graduating these students, the school shall use the
objectives and expectations that have been modified secording to the students’ Jndividualized
Educstion Program (1EP). '

EDUCATIONAL REVIEW:
Members of the Office of Chief Educstion Officer, the Office of the Chief Executive Officer, the
Office of Policy, the Office of Schools and Regions, and the Department of Law reviewed this

policy.

LEGAL REFERENCES:
105 ILCS 5/34-3.3; 34-18; 34-19.5 (1996)
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