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                       STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 

0 IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

                         JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 1995 

                              AN ACT 95-S1122 

                             RELATING TO 

                         TOWNS AND CITY SEALERS 

                 95-S 1122 

                 Introduced By: Senators Roney, 

                            Perry, Palazzo 

                            and Walton 

                 Date Introduced: February 16, 1995 

                 Referred To: Senate Committee on 

                            Corporations 

                 It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

            1 SECTION 1. Section 47-2.7 of the General Laws in Chapter 2 entitled 

            2 "Town and City Sealers" shall be amended as follows: 

            3 47-2-7. Fees and compensation of sealer - Condemnation of incorrect 

            4 scales or balances. -(a) The certified sealer of weights and measures, in any town 

            5 or city, shall receive for testing and approving e fee ^f *w— five eems (250) fe 

            6 . 

            7 

            g e e.,led by h:.n o- f her-; . - sealing aspring balance of a eapasity less 

            9 

           10 , 

           11 ; 

           12 

           13 , 

           14 . 

           15 one doll.. ($1.00); and f..- e steel ye--d of a raparity e- fi , p ..ds (59 

           16 lh. vvedell.,-sie 1 nn~. a eale of balance used f - „ ..h:ag people shall he 

           17 Tested, and :f found , rueFFeet shall he sealed, by the s ,~ ale- and he she shall 

           18 e e fee eftwe dollars ($2.00) f - eaeb and evefy ..ale o- hel.,.,..e s sealed. 

           19 evemechanical. electronic. or other scale with NETP certification with a 

           20 capacity of less than thirty-five 35) pounds a fee of eight dollars ($8.00): for even 

           21 scale used for the retail sale of precious metals twenty dollars $20.00): for ever 

           22 mechanical. electronic. or other scale with NETP certification with a capacity of 

           23 thirty-five (3) pounds to three hundred (300) pounds a fee of fifteen dollars 

           24 ($15.00): for every platform scale with a capacity of three hundred (300) pounds a 

           25 fee of fifteen dollars (S15.00)& for ever:platform scale with a capacity of three 

           26 hundred (300) pounds to five thousand (5000) pounds a fee of twenty dollars 



                                             Y 

 1 ($20.00): and for every platform scale with a caoaci over five thousand (5.000) 

 2 pounds a fee of twenty-five dollars (S25.00) per hour, If any of the scales or 

 3 balances with NETP certification are found to be incorrect, then they shall l~e 

 4 wed so marked and their use forbidden until such 

 5 time as the devices meet the requirements of that current year edition of NIST 

 6 Handbook 44..Scalgs. balances or like devices not having met NETP certification 

 7 and are being used for purposes other than portion control and are located in an 

 8 area that could facilitate fraud shall be confiscated by the certified sealer. Scales 

 9 or balances not meeting class standards. as those often used to weigh people or 

10 scales for approximating weight. can be checked and the fees shall be the same as 

I l herein provided for same weight capacities. A certified sealer shall receive 

12 reasonable compensation for expenses occurred in visiting anyplace as provided 

13 for in Title 47 unless otherwise stated in 47-2-9. 

14 wood basket he , she shell rvreive e fee of fifty Bents (500) earn and for- eveFy 

15 ehWeal b&Sket S6 sealed, simy eeRts (600); he or- she shall _a1_qA have a smsenable 

16 feF all mpaiFs, alteffitiefiS, 

17 FiBrlessafy fer- the sealer to fo ke a e by him r- her-, ...a f . the expenses 

18 ineuFFed ifl ViSitiRg aff Plaft as PfeVid@d feF ifi § 4 . These fees and 

19 compensation shall be paid to the sealer by the person owning or using the 

20 weights, measures, or balances tested and/or approved so adjusted and sealed 

21 Every person violating the .provisions of this section shall be fined not exceeding 

22 eee five hundred dollars-( ) ($500) for each offense, one-half (1/2) thereof to 

23 go to the town or city and one-half (1/2) to the complainant. All the fees received 

24 . by any certified sealer of weights and measures of any town or city shall be (' 

25 retained by him or her as compensation for his or her services except as hereinafter 

26 provided. Any town or city council may, at any time, by ordinance fix an annual 

27 salary for the certified sealer of weights and measures of the town or city, and in 

28 that case the fees received by him or her shall be paid over by him or her to the 

29 town or city treasurer, at the time or times prescribed by any ordinance of the town 

30 or city. 

31 (b) (1) For- @%,e;3, spring bai-anee er. hakinee seaie of a eapaoity of less t 

32 , 

33 

34 

35 ($6.00), for- evefy spring balanee, balaflee Seale, OF Piat&IFM 56aiO ef a Gapa6it~' Of 

36 maffe •1,.,., e hundred pounds, (100 11.E) and less than e +1,..,,sand pounds 

37 

38 (2) Subjest •e the sealingpFevisiensand fees shall be any g Lela 

39 

40 . 

41 (3) 1f any of the S...,le.' Ar. halanemas e e found •e l,e : e.er they shall be 

42 

43 SECTION 2. This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 

44 

45> 

46 ~`- 

                     2 



     ~ _ ~ 1122 ~ ~ ^ OF    EXPLANATION 

   9                L          AN ACT 

                 RELATING TO TOWN AND CITY SEALERS 

1 This Act would increase fees and compensation of a certified city or town 

2 sealer of weights and measures for testing or approving every mechanical. 

3 electronic or scale with NETP certification. 

4 This Act would also permit confiscation by the certified city or town sealer 

5 if the balances, scales or like devices do not need NETP certification. 

6 This Act shall take effect upon its passage. 

7 

8 
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            S T A T E O F R H O D E I S L A N D 

                      IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 95-H 6836 

                  JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 1995 

                          A N A C T 

            RELATING TO HEIGHTS AND MEASURES -- TOWN 

                       AND CITY SEALERS 

       95-H 6836 

       Introduced By: Rep. S. Smith and Moura 

       Date Introduced: March 21, 1995 

       Referred Tor Committee on Corporations 

      It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

 1 SECTION 1. Section 47-2-7 of the General Laws in Chapter 47-1 

 2 entitled 'Town and City Sealers" is hereby amended to read as follows: 

 3 47-2-7. fees and compensation of sealer — Condemnation of 

 4 incorrect scales or balances. -- (a) The certified sealer of weights 

 5 and measures, in any town or city, shall receive for testing and 

 6 approving a-fee-ef-t.enty-fiwe-eentt-t2Se4-for-every-weights-.ine,~-er 

 7 dry--measures--sea}ed--by--hie-er-her-se-hii-or-her-officet-the-se icr 

 B sha}~-reeei.e-a-fee-ef-twenty-fi.e-cents-EiSei-fur-every-yardstieir-er 

 9 yard-measure-sea}ed-by-hisrer-pert-for-sea}ing-every-spring-ba}ance-ef 

10 a--cepacity--iess—then-one-hundred-peands-4}@@-}b:r+-the-sea}er-sha}} 

11 reeeive-rfee-ef-two-de}}ars-*$Er@@4s-fer-every-spring--baienee--ef--a 

12 capacity --ef--ene-hundred-F}@@rand-}ess-than-fivc-hundred-peands-F5@@ 

13 }bsr3s-tlmc-de}}ars-ES3r@@it-fur-eery-p}atfere-sea}e-of--a--capacity 

14 ef--fi.e--eheasand--peands-ESs9@@-}bsri-er-mares-fi.e-deg}ars-F95*@eft 

15 fer--every--ba}ance--ef--a--copeeity--ef--}ess--than --- five --- thousand 

16 peandsESt@@@--ibsris'-twe'-de}}ars--4s@r@@~t-fer-every-:tee}-yerd-ef-s 

17 eapeeity-ef-fifey-E5@j-pounds-er-}ess--ene--de}}ar--FSir@@it--and--for 



 1 every--stee r-yard--ef--a--capacity--ever--fifty-pennds-ESA-ibs:F;-two 

 2 deiiere-FSi±T99Ft-every-stoic-or-ba}ante-esed-for-weiahin6-peepie-sha}} 

 3 be-eestedT-and-if-found-cerreet-sheii-be-sesied;-by-the-sesierT-and-he 

 4 or-she-shaii-reeeive-e-fee-of-two-doliers-0 2T9e4-for-each--and--every 

 S seeie--er--ba}once--se--sealedT every mechanical, electronic, or other 

 6 scale with NETP certification with a capacity of less than thirty-five 

 7 (35) pounds a fee of eight dollars ($8.00); for every scale used for 

 8 the retail sale of precious metals twenty dollars ($20.00); for every 

 9 mechanical, electronic, or other scale with NETP certification with a 

10 capacity of thirty-five (35) pounds to three hundred (300) pounds a 

11 fee of fifteen dollars ($15.00); for every platform scale with a 

12 capacity of three hundred (300) pounds a fee of fifteen dollars 

13 ($15.00); for every platform scale with a capacity of three hundred 

14 (300) pounds to five thousand (5000) pounds a fee of twenty dollars 

15 ($20.00); and for every platform scale with a capacity over five thou- 

16 sand (5,000) pounds a fee of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) per hour. 

17 If any of the scales or balances with NETP certification are found to 

18 be incorrect, then they shall be condemned so marked and their use 

19 forbidden as--hereinbefeTe--previdedT until such time as the devices 

20 meet the requirements of that current year edition of NIST Handbook 

21 44. Scales, balances or like devices not having met NETP certifica- 

22 tion and are being used for purposes other than portion control and 

23 are located in an area that could facilitate fraud shall be confis- 

24 Sated by the certified sealer. Scales or balances not meeting class 

25 standards, as those often used to weigh people cr scales for approxi- 

26 muting weight ,can be checked and the fees shall be the some as herein 

27 provided for same weight capacities. A certified sealer shall receive 

28 ,reasonable compensation for expenses occurred in visiting any place as 

29 provided for in title 47 unless otherwise stated in 47-2-9. Per-prov- 

3G ins-and-sealins-coal-and-weed-baskeess-he-er-shc shall receive a fee 

31 e4--fifty--tents--FS9ti-eaehs-and-for-every-charcoaf-basket-se-sus}ed= 

32 ti:ty-cents-F69eFt-he-er-she-shaf}-give-have-a-rrssenabie-eo~pensaeien 

33 for-at}-reDa:rsT-a}eeraeiens=-one-adjustsxnts-which-tt-nay--be--neces- 
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      1 

      1 

      { 

              1 sery--fer-the-see}er-te-make;-made-by-him-er-her;-end-fer-ehe-expenses 

              2 interred-in-visiting-any-piaeey-es-presided--fer--zn--section--i3-~-5r 

ti 

I             3 These fees and compensation shall be paid to the sealer by the person 

              4 owning or using the weights, measures,.or balances se--adjoseed--and 

              5 seateds tested and/or approved. Every person violating the provisions 

              6 of this section shall be fined not exceeding ene-hundred-deiiars 

              7 0+06-994 five hundred dollars ($500) for each offense, one-half (1/2) 

              8 thereof to go to the town or city and one-half (1/2) to the complain- 

              9 ant. All the fees received by any certified sealer of weights and mea- 

              10 sures of any town or city shall be retained by him or her as compensa- 

              11 tion for his or her services except as hereinafter provided. Any town 

              12 or city council, may at any time by ordinance fix an annual salary for 

              13 the certified sealer of weights and measures of the town or city, and 

              14 in that case the fees received by him or her shall be paid over by him 

              15 or her to the town or city treasurer, at the time or times prescribed 

              16 by any ordinance of the town or city. 

              17 (b)f})-Per-every-spring-batence-er-beianee-see}e-ef-a-eapeeity-ef 

              18 tess-than-ten-peands-(*9-ibis)-,-he-or-she-shafi-receive-e-fee-ef--five 

              19 deiiars-f55r99)t-far-every-spring-beianee-or-batance-sente-cf-e-capse- 

              20 ity-of-mre-than-ten-peends-ft9-tbs-)-and-less-then-one-handred-pounds 

              21 f399--}bs-)T-he-er-she-aheit-receive-e-fee-of-six-detters-f$6T99)t-for 

              22 every-spring-ba}artces-ba}anee-se:ie=-er-p}offerer-sea}e-ef--a--eapmeity 

              23 of--mere-than-ene-hundred-peands-fi99-tbsT)-end-tess-then-ene-thousand 

              24 peands-Ets999-}bs-)s-he-er-she-sha}}-reeeive--e--fee--of--ten--doi4ers 

              25 f9i9r9OT 

              26 fB)-svbject--te--the--sealing--previsions--and--fees-ahak}-be-any 

              27 springy-bataaces-batance-sc•acs-er-p}eeforsr--ace~e--siaintained--by--any 

              28 hespita}-er-treatment-center-tecated-withrn-the-city-cf-PrevidenceT 

              29 f9)—ff--eny--ef-the-sta}e:-er-beiantes-•re-foand-te-be-ineerrectT 

              30 they-snaii-be-cvnocmned-aed-thesr-ose-forbidden-as--hereinbefore--pre- 

              31 videdv 
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           THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE 

          STATE Of RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS 

 RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

             No. 266 

             Approved April 17, 1995 

     RESOLVED, That the City Council opposes passage by the General 

Assembly of Senate Bill 95-S 0391 and House Bill 95-H 5971 relating to Alcoholic 

Beverages - Retail Licenses, in substantially the form attached. 

   IN CITY COUNCIL 

  APR 6 1995      A OF 2`P R 0 V ,; 

     AND-PASSED 

                      A7R 17 IJJJ 

    CTIN P S. 

  F CLERK              MAYOR ~ . 



                 INTRObUCED-AT THE REQUEST OF: 

           9 5 -- THE NEW ENGLAND CONVENIENCE STORES ASSOC. 

RS311 

     S T A T E 0 F- R "H 0 D E I S L A N' D 

         IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 9 5 H 5971 

       JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 1995 

          A N A C T 

      RELATING TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES -- 

          RETAIL LICENSES 

   95-H 5971 

   Introduced By: Reps. Kennedy, Reilly, 

        Quick and Campbell' 

   Date Introduced: February 14, 1995 

   Referred To: Committee on Corporations 

  It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

 1 SECTION 1.' Chapter 3-7 of the General Laws entitled "Retail 

 2 Licenses" is hereby amended by adding thereto the following section: 

 3 3-7-3.1. Limited Class A licenses. -- Limited Class A licenses 

 4 may be issued by the department of business regulation to any person, 

 5 firm or corporation owning one (1) or more convenience stores (as 

 6 hereinafter described) authorizing the holder to keep for sale and to 

 7 sell at the place therein described malt and vinous beverages (but not 

 8 beverages consisting in whole or in part of alcohol produced by dis- 

 9 tillation and not for consumption on the premises where sold) at 

10 retail in conjunction with and in addition to the sale of nonalcoholic 

11 beverages, foodstuffs, newspapers, magazines and other convenience 

12 store items. Limited Class A licenses may be granted only to conven- 

13 fence stores having retail space of no less than eight hundred (800) 

14 square feet and no more than three thousand five hundred (3,500) 

15 square feet. The provisions of sections 3-7-4 and 3-5-11 shall not 

16 apply to the holders of such limited Class A licenses provided, how- 

17 ever, the closing hours set forth in section 3-7-23 and the prohibi- 



 1   tions on Sunday and holiday sales set forth in section. 3-8-1 shall 

 2   apply to the holders of limited Class A licenses (at which times and 

 3   on which days all malt and vinous beverages shall be segregated from 

 4   other merchandise and clearly marked as not available for sale). The 

 5   annual fee for a limited Class A license shall be fifteen hundred 

 6   dollars ($1,500) prorated to the year ending December 1 in every cal- 

 1   endar year. 

 8       3-7-4.1. Proximity of. limited Class A licenses. -- Retailer's 

 9   limited Class A licenses under this chapter shall not be issued to 

10   authorize the sale 'of beverages in any convenience store within one 

11   thousand feet (1000') measured by any public way of another premises 

12   holding a Class A license or a limited Class A license. Where a pro- 

13   posed licensee's premises is upon the opposite side of the street from 

14   that of an existing license holder, the width of the street is to be 

15   disregarded in measuring the distance so as to ascertain if it is one 

16   thousand feet (1000') away from the premises. 

17       SECTION 2. Section 3-7-23 of the General Laws in Chapter 3-7 

18   entitled "Retail Licenses" is hereby amended to read as follows: f 

19       3-7-23. Closing hours for Class A licenses. -- The following 

20   closing hours shall be observed by all Class A license and limited 

21   Class A license holders: 

22       (a) November 1 to May 31 -- No holder of a Class 'A license or 

23   limited Class A license shall sell or deliver beverage under that li- 

24   cense between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. (local time), 

25   except on legal holiday eves at which time the closing hour shall be 

26   11:00 p.m. When a legal holiday is celebrated on a Monday, the pre- 

27   ceding Saturday shall be considered the holiday eve. 

28       (b) June 1 to October 31 -- No holder of a Class A license or 

29   limited Class A license shall sell or deliver beverages under said li- 

30   cense between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. (local time). 

31       SECTION 3. Section 3-8-1 of the General Laws in Chapter 3-8 

32   entitled "Regulation of Sales" is hereby amended to read as follows: 

33       3-8-1. Sales on Sundays and holidays -- Sales to underage per- 
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1 sons, intoxicated persons, and persons of intemperate habits. -- 

2 Licenses issued under the provisions of this title shall not authorize 

3 the sale or service of beverages on Sunday except as herein provided, 

4 nor on Christmas day excepting licensed taverns, clubs, victualing ft . 

5 houses and retail Class F licensed places when served with food to 

-.6 guests, and.except in places operated under a retail. Class E license 

7 described above., and excepting the sale of wine or winery products at 

8. retail pursuant to section 3-6-1.1(d)(4) by holders of farmer-winery 

9 licenses and the serving of complimentary samples pursuant to section 

10 3-6-1.1(f) by holders of farmer-winery licenses, and except in cars or 

-11 on passenger-carrying marine vessels operated by holders of Class G 

12 licenses; provided that the department may, limit the sale of beverages 

13 on passenger-carrying •marine vessels to the hours from 6:00 p.m. to 

14. 8:00 o'clock a.m. on those days; nor shall they authorize the sale or 

15 delivery to any underaged person as defined in this title for purposes 

16 of sale, possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages, either for 

17 his own use or for the use of his.parents, or of any other person; or 

18 the sale of beverages to any intoxicated persons or to any person of 

19'-= notoriously intemperate habits; and, provided further, places oper- 

20 ating under a retail Class C license shall be authorized to be open 

21 for the sale of alcoholic beverages upon Columbus day, Armistice day, 

22 Victory day, provided however, that local board of license may author- 

23 ize,places operating under a,Class_C license to be open on New Year's 

24 day; and provided further,•places operating under a retail Class A 

25 license shall not be authorized to be open for the sale of alcoholic 

26 beverages upon Thanksgiving day and New Year's day-.; and provided fur- 

27 Cher places operating under a limited Class A retailer's license shall 

28 be authorized to-be open for the sale of alcoholic beverages on Sun- 

29 days after Thanksgiving day prior to New Year's day, 

30 SECTION 4. Sections 3-5-12, 3-5-14, 3-5-17 and 3-5-20 of the 

31 General Laws in Chapter 3-5 entitled "License Generally" are hereby 

32 amended to read as follows: 

33 3-5-12. Licenses to keep or sell legal beverages only -- Minimum 
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 I    size of containers. -- Only beverages which have been legally manu- 

 2    factured and on which all taxes and charges, federal and state, have 

 3    been paid, shall be kept for sale or sold by a licensee. Holders of 

 4    Class B, C, D, I and J licenses shall not have on the licensed prem- 

 5    ises distilled or vinous beverages in the containers, nor bottles,                j 

 6    flasks or containers of less capacity than twenty-three ounces (23 

 7    oz.)'. Holders of Class B wholesaler's licenses, Class G retailer's 

 8    licenses, Class B-H retailer's licenses, limited Class A retailer's 

                                                                                      T 

 9    licenses and Class A retailer's licenses are authorized to keep for 

10    sale and to sell distilled beverages in containers of ,a minimum capac- 

11    ity of fifty milliliters (50 mis.) or one and seven. tenths (1.7) 

I2"   ounces. 

13        3-5-14. -Licenses issued by department of business, regulation. -- 

14    The right, power and jurisdiction to issue manufacturer's, 

15    wholesaler's or retailer's limited Class A. Class C and Class I 

16    licenses shall be solely in the department of business regulation, 

17    provided, that before the department shall issue,any Class I license 

18 -' it shall first receive the approval of the licensing authority of the 

.19   town or city in which the premises covered by the Class I license are 

20    located; and provided, further,-that the number of Class I licenses in 

21    the state shall be limited to one (1) to each twenty-five thousand 

22    (259000) of its i-nhabitants as determined by the Latest census taken 

                                                                                        i 

23    under the authority of the United States .ov of :this state. , 

24        3-5-17. Notice and hearing on licenses. -- Before granting a Ii- 

25    tense to any person under the provisions of this chapter and title the 

26    board, 'body or official to whom.appLication for the license shall be 

27    made, shall give notice .by advertisement,published once a week for at          ~- 

                                                                                      c, 

28    least two (2) weeks in some newspaper published in the city or town              ] 

29    where the applicant proposes to carry on business, or, if there be no 

                                                                                        i 

30    newspaper published in a town, then in some newspaper having a general 

31    circulation in the city or town; provided, that applications for 

32    retailer's limited Class A, Class F and Class G licenses need not be 

33    advertised. Tre advertisement so published shall contain the name of 
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                  1  the applicant and a description by street and number or other plain 

                  2  designation of the particular location for which the license is 

C" 

                  3  requested. Notice of the application shall also be given to all owners 

                  4  of property within two hundred.feet (200') of the place of business 

                  5  seeking the application, by mail. The notice shall be given by the 

                  6  board, body or official to whom the application is made, and the cost 

                  7  thereof shall be borne by the applicant. The notices shall state that 

                  8  remonstrants are entitled to be heard before the granting of. the li- 

                  9  cerise, and shall name the time and place of the hearing. At the time 

                 10  and place a fair opportunity shall be granted the remonstrants to make 

                 11  their objections before acting upon the application. 

                 12     3-5-20. Rules and regulations -- Notice and procedure. -- All 

                 13  licenses to be issued hereunder shall be in such form as shall be pre- 

                 14  scribed by the department of business regulation; and the license 

                 15  shall be held under such rules and regulations as the department shall 

                 16  impose, establish and authorize, (including, but not Limited to, rules 

                 17  and regulations regarding the training of those employees of holders 

                 18  of limited Class A licenses entitled to make sales of malt and vinous 

                 19  beverages); and the department is hereby authorized to establish rules 

                 20  and regulations and to authorize the making of such rules and regula- 

                " 21 tions by the licensing authority of the several towns and cities as in 

                 22  their respective discretions in the public interest shall seem proper 

                 23  to be made. Notwithstanding.any of the foregoing provisions of this 

                 24  section, the adoption or authorization of rules and regulations by the 

                 25  department and the modification or repeal.of any rules and regulations 

                 26  previously adopted shall be by written order of the department and 

                 27  adopted in accordance with the provisions of chapter 35 of title 42. 

                 28     SECTION 5. This act shall take effect upon passage. 
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95-H 5971 EXPLANATION 

      BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

          OF 

         AN ACT 

     RELATING TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES -- 

        RETAIL LICENSES 

1 This act would permit the department of business regulation. 

2 to issue limited Class A licenses to convenience stores allowing 

3 the sale of beer and wine only and in the same manner as other 

4 licensed retail establishments and to promulgate regulations 

5 regarding the same. 

6 This act would take effect upon passage. 
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               S T A T E O F R H O D E I S L A N D 

                    IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY 95-S391 

                  JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 1995 

                     A N A C T 

                RELATING TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES -- 

                    RETAIL LICENSES 

           95-S 0391 

           Introduced By: Senator Dominic 

                   DiSandro (by request) 

           Date Introduced: February 7, 1995 

           Referred To: Senate Committee on 

                   Corporations 

01 

             It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows: 

           1 SECTION 1. Chapter 3-7 of the General Laws entitled "Retail 

           2 Licenses" is hereby amended by adding thereto'the following section: 

           3 3-7-3.1. Limited Class A Licenses. -- Limited Class A licenses 

           4 may be issued by the department of business regulation to any person, 

           5 firm or corporation owning one (1) or more convenience stores (as 

           6 hereinafter described) authorizing the holder to keep for sale and to 

           7 sell at the place therein described malt and vinous beverages (but not 

           8 beverages consisting in whole or in part of alcohol produced by dis- 

           9 tillation and not for consumption on the premises where sold) at 

          10 retail in conjunction with and in addition to the sale of nonalcoholic 

          11 beverages, foodstuffs newspapers, magazines and other convenience 

          12 store items. Limited Class A Licenses may be granted only to ccnven- 

          13 ience stores having retail space of no less than eight hundred (800) 

          14 square feet and no more than three thousand five hundred (3,500) 

          i5 square feet. The provisions of sections 3-7-4 and 3-5-11 shall not 

          16 apply to the holders of such limited Class A Licenses provided, how- 

          17 ever, the closing hours set forth in section 3-7-23 and the prohibi- 



 I   tions on Sunday and holiday sales set forth in section 3-8-1 shall 

 2   apply to the holders of limited Class A licenses (at which times and      -~ 

 3   on which days all malt and vinous beverages shall be segregated from 

 4   other merchandise and clearly marked as not available for sale). The 

 5   annual fee for a Limited Class A license shall be fifteen hundred 

 6   dollars ($1,500) prorated to the year ending December 1 in every cal- 

 7   endar year. 

 8       3-7-4.1. Proximity of limited Class A licenses. -- Retailer's            i 

 9   limited Class A Licenses under this chapter shall not be issued to 

10   authorize the sale of beverages in any convenience store within one           V 

11   thousand feet (1000') measured by any public way of another premises 

12   holding a Class A license or a limited Class A license. Where a pro- 

13   posed licensee's premises is upon the opposite side of the street from 

14   that of an existing license holder, the width of the street is to be 

15   disregarded in measuring the distance so as to ascertain if it is one        t 

16   thousand feet (1000') away from the premises.                                i 

17       SECTION 2. Section 3-7-23 of the General Laws in Chapter 3-7 

18   entitled "Retail Licenses" is hereby amended to read as follows:       ~~ 

19       3-7-23. Closing hours for Class A licenses. -- The following             ' 

20   closing hours shall be observed by all Class A license and limited 

21   Class A license holders: 

22       (a) November 1 to May 31 -- No holder of a Class A license or            I 

23   limited Class A license shall sell or deliver beverage under that li- 

24   cense between the hours of 10:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. (local time), 

25   except on legal holiday eves at which time the closing hour shall be 

26   11:00 p.m. When a legal holiday is celebrated on a Monday, the pre-         r~ 

27   ceding Saturday shall be considered the holiday eve. 

28       (b) June 1 to October 31 -- No holder of a Class A license or            i 

29   limited Class A license shall sell or deliver beverages under said li- 

30   cense between the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 7:00 a.m. (local time). 

31       SECTION 3. Section 3-8-1 of the General Laws in Chapter 3-8              ' 

32   entitled "Regulation of Sales" is hereby amended to read as follows: 

33       3-8-1. Sales on Sundays and holidays -- Sales to underage per-    `' i 
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            1 sons, intoxicated persons, and persons of intemperate habits. -- 

            2 Licenses issued under the provisions of this title shall not authorize 

            3 the sale or service of beverages on Sunday except as herein provided, 

            4 nor on Christmas day excepting licensed taverns, clubs, victualing 

            5 houses and retail Class E licensed places when served with food to 

            6 guests, and except in places operated under a retail Class E license 

            7 described above, and excepting the sale of wine or winery products at 

            8 retail pursuant to section 3-6-1.1(d)(4) by holders of farmer-winery 

            9 licenses and the serving of complimentary samples pursuant to section 

            10 3-6-1.1(f) by holders of farmer-winery licenses, and except in cars or 

            11 on passenger-carrying marine vessels operated by holders of Class G 

            12 licenses; provided that the department may limit the sale of beverages 

            13 on passenger-carrying marine vessels to the hours from 6:00 p.m. to 

            14 8:00 o'clock a.m. on those days; nor shall they authorize the sale or 

 C;         15 delivery to any underaged person as defined in this title for purposes 

            16 of sale, possession and consumption of alcoholic beverages, either for 

            17 his own use or for the use of his parents, or of any other person; or 

            18 the sale of beverages to any intoxicated persons or to any person of 

            19 notoriously intemperate habits; and, provided further, places oper- 

            20 ating under a retail Class C license shall be authorized to be open 

            21 for the sale of alcoholic beverages upon Columbus day, Armistice day, 

            22 Victory day, provided however, that local board of license may author- 

            23 ize places operating under a Class C license to be open on New Year's 

            24 day; and provided further, places operating under a retail Class A 

            25 license shall not be authorized to be open for the sale of alcoholic 

            26 beverages upon Thanksgiving day and New Year's day..-; and provided fur- 

            27 ther places operating under a limited Class A retailer's license shall 

            28 be authorized to be open for the sale of alcoholic beverages on Sun- 

            29 days after Thanksgiving day prior to New Year's day. 

C11         30 SECTION 4. Sections 3-5-12, 3-5-14, 3-5-17 and 3-5-20 of the 

            31 General Laws in Chapter 3-5 entitled "License Generally" are hereby 

            32 amended to read as follows: 

            33 3-5-12. Licenses to keep or sell legal beverages only -- Minimum 



t  size of containers. -- Only beverages which have been legally manu- 

2  factured and on which all taxes and charges, federal and state, have 

3  been paid, shall be kept for sale or sold by a licensee. Holders of 

4  Class B,,C, D, I and J licenses shall not have on the licensed prem- 

5  ises distilled or vinous beverages in the containers, nor bottles, 

6  flasks or containers of less capacity than twenty-three ounces (23 

7  oz.). Holders of Class B wholesaler's licenses, Class G retailer's 

8  licenses, Class B-H.retailer's licenses, limited Class A retailer's 

9  licenses and Class A retailer's licenses are authorized to keep for 

10 sale and to sell distilled beverages in containers of a minimum capac- 

11 ity of fifty milliliters (50 mis.) or one and seven tenths (1.7) 

12 ounces. 

13   3-5-14. Licenses issued by department of business regulation. -- 

14 The right, power and jurisdiction to issue manufacturer's, 

15 wholesaler's or retailer's limited- Class A, Class G and Class I 

16 licenses shall be solely in the department of business regulation, 

17 provided, that before the department shall issue any Class I license 

18 it shall first receive the approval of the licensing authority of the 

19 town or city in which the premises covered by the Class I license are 

20 located; and provided, further, that the number of Class I licenses in 

21 the state shall be limited to one (1) to each twenty-five thousand 

22 (25,000) of its inhabitants as determined by the latest census taken 

23 under the authority of the United States or of this state. 

24   3-5-17. Notice and hearing on licenses. -- Before granting a li- 

25 cense to any person under the provisions of this chapter and title the 

26 board, body or official to whom application for the license shall be 

27 made, shall give notice by advertisement published once a week for at 

28 least two (2) weeks in some newspaper published in the city or town 

29 where the applicant proposes to carry on business, or, if there be no 

30 newspaper published in a town, then in some newspaper having a general 

31 circulation in the city or town; provided, that applications for 

32 retailer's limited Class A, Class F and Class C licenses need not be 

33 advertised. The advertisement so published shall contain the name of 
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            1 the applicant and a description by street and number or other plain 

0           2 designation of the particular location for which the license is 

            3 requested. Notice of the application shall also be given to all owners 

            4 of property within two hundred feet (200') of the place of business 

            5 seeking the application, by mail. The notice shall be given by the 

            6 board, body or official to whom the application is made, and the cost 

            1 thereof shall be borne by the applicant. The notices shall state that 

            8 remonstrants are entitled to be heard before the granting of the li- 

            9 cense, and shall name the time and place of the hearing. At the time 

           10 and place a fair opportunity shall be granted the remonstrants to make 

           11 their objections before acting upon the application. 

           12   3-5-20. Rules and regulations -- Notice and procedure. -- All 

           13 licenses to be issued hereunder shall be in such form as shall be pre- 

           14 scribed by the department of business regulation; and the license 

           15 shall be held under such rules and regulations as the department shall 

           16 impose, establish and authorize; (including, but not limited to, rules 

           17 and regulations regarding the training of those employees of holders 

c          18 of limited Class A licenses entitled to make sales of malt and vinous 

           19 bevArages); and the department is hereby authorized to establish rules 

           20 and regulations and to authorize the making of such rules and regula- 

           21 tions by the licensing authority of the several towns and cities as in 

           22 their respective discretions in the public interest shall seem proper 

           23 to be made. Notwithstanding any of the foregoing provisions of this 

           24 section, the adoption or authorization of rules and regulations by the 

           25 department and the modification or repeal of any rules and regulations 

           26 previously adopted shall be by written order of the department and 

           27 adopted in accordance with the provisions of chapter 35 of title 42. 

           28   SECTION 5. This act shall take effect upon passage. 
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 95-S391 EXPLANATION 

               BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 

                        OF 

                      AN ACT 

            RELATING TO ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES -- 

                   RETAIL LICENSES 

1 This      act would permit the department of business regulation 

2 to issue limited Class A licenses to convenience stores allowing 

3 the sale  of beer and wine only and in the same manner as other 

4 licensed retail establishments and to promulgate regulations 

5 regarding the same. 

6 This      act would take effect upon passage. 
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