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No. 40 City Council Special Meeting, Tuesday, June 24, 1980, 5:00 P.M. (E.D.T.).

1n'r ~i"'f'Y` ~~JI,Ji~i~l~

A UG ~ 1980
IPl~OVED: 

__._,.___

PRESIDING `M- ~~

COUNCIL PRESIDENT

RALPH FARGNOLI

ROLL CALL _

F'resent: Council F'resident Fargnoli and
Councilmen Addison, Almagno, Boyle,
Councilwoman 1-Zrassil, ('ouncilmen ('irelli,
1)illon, F:aston, (~lavin, (xriffin, Johnson,
I.ynch, Mantiolillc~. ~1~iitii•, (?'('onnor, E'ac~-
lino, Ye~ir•lman, 1'c~nnin~~. Snowden ~ind
Xavic~r-Z(1.

AbSents ('~►uncilmf~n ('c~l~~, h'arm~~r, h'I~~nn,
1'etrosin~~lli, S.~Iv.rior~~ :incl titr:~~•<~t~►—(i.
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INVOCATION

The Invocation is given by COUNCIL-

MAN ANTHONY P. PENNINE.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO THE FLAG
~~~0~; TI3E UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

COUNCILMAN THOMAS F. O'CONNOR,
JR., leads the Members of the City Council
and the Assemblage in the Pledge of
Allegiance to the Flag of the United States
of America.

~isao ~

COMMUNICATION FROM CERTAIN MEMBERS

OF THE CITY COUNCIL

'I'he Clerk reads the following Com- undersigned, being not less than One Sixth (1/6)

munication: 01' the Mt:mbers c~1' the Cit,y Council her~hy
respectl'ull,y request vou call a~pecial Meetin~; 01

June '~U, I~IHU the ('ity ~'ouncil on the '?4th I)a,v of June, l~)~iO at
7:01) o'clock P.M. IF..1).'('.) relative tu a ltesolution

Mr~. li~~se~ M. Mend~mc~i fl-um the C~~mmiLteeon ('laims and I'ending Suits
('it~~ ('I~~rk to cansider vi~~l~iti~~n5 of the (.•ity ('harter.
('it~~ Ilull
I'rn~~icl~~nc~~. 1{ I Il•~c)I);i

tii nc•c~re~l,y

ll~~.u• Mi:~. M~~nduncu:
('cnmcilmun 1).ivicl ( ~. 1)ill~,n

fn nccnr~l:in~•~~ ~~ith th~~ I'ruvitiiunti ~~1' Sc~ctiun
,~.I I ul~ th~~ I'ro~~i<It~nc~~ ('itv ('~haytE~r. ~vc th~, ('uuncilm.in '1'h~~m<i, 1~. O'('unnor, ~lr.
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Councilman Nicholas W. N;a~ton

Councilwomun C;arolyn N'. Brtissil

C'ouncilm~m I'hilip I~. Addison. Jr.

935

Cuuncilman H~irrv A. J~~hnsun

Heceived.

FROM THE CITY CLERK

'I'he Clerk Keads the followin~; Warrant with

the Cit,y Ser~;eant's Heturn l:ndorsed thereon,
Certit'ying the He did Notif'y the Members of' the
City Council of'the tipecial Meeting to be Held on
'I'ues~laY, June '~4. 19RU at ~:00 o'clock Y.M.
(E.11:l'.) by Yersonally llf:livering a Copy of the
followin~; Warrant on June '~0, ]9H0.

[1980

Given un<Ic~r my Hancl ~tn~l O1'1'iciul tical o}'the

('itv <>1' Provitlence, State of l~hocle Island <ind
Pr~>vi~lence Plant.iti~~ns, this '?Uth 1)av u1'June, A.
ll.. 1 ~)hU.

KUSF, M. MF:NllONC'~A
('ity Clerk

June '?0, 19H0 titate c~f' l~h~ide Itilancl ancl I'rovidence~ Nlantations

'1'o Giacomo Mart~~ne, Citv Sergeant:

Whc>r<~as, more than On~~-~ixth (1/(i) of the
Members of'the ('ity Council, pursuant to ~ection
:~.1 I~if t.he Charter ol' the ('ity of Yrovidence,
I~hode Isl~tnd, have respectl'ullv reque~sted Lhat a
Special Meeting o1'the ('it,y (.'ouncil be h~~ld on the
'?4th U~iy of Junc. 19ti0, at 7:OU o'cl~ick P.M.
1}+:.1).'I'.) f'or• the pur~>ose of considc~rin~; a l~esolu-
t.ion transmittE~~l 1'rom th~~ ('~~mmitte~~ on Claims
ar,.! 1'c-r,r;i;~~; ~uiL~ tc consicicr vi~~latirm~ nt' th~~

('it,v C'hartcr.

1'uu ui•c~ .i~•~•nr~lin#;~I~• c•~~mm~in~l~~~l :u~~l r~~~~uirc~tl
tu tiumiu~n~, ~~ach 1~~1~•mlx~r ~~f th~~ ('it~~ ('~~u~~c•il tu
th:it tipi~ci.~l l~l~~~~tin~;_ ,t~ (',tll~~~l.

//rrrn/'. I~:iil Nut. ;u~~l ni.il:~~ n ti•u~~ return ~~f thi,
W.u•ru~t. ~~ith ~~~~w cl~~in~, tl~~~r~~~~n.

'I'he City o1' I'rovicl~~nce, tic.

June '?0, 19HU

I Giacomo Martone, C'itv ~ert;~eant, di~ hereb,y

ce~•tii;v th~it ( have notiiie~l each Men~}~er of' the

('itv C'ouncil ~~f the tipc~cial Meeting tichE~tluled to
he he~lc~ c~n "I'uc~ci:i}~, .Jun~~ _'~#, 19t;U al 7:UO o'clock
I'.M. ~ h:.l ).'I'. ~ iu the ('humh~v uf thc~ ('it~~ C'~~uncil,
('it~~ Hall. I'i•~~vicic~nc~~, in acc~~~•tl~incc~ with U~f~
",I~;,,~~t .,:~,~i•,~nt 1,~~ rl~~li~~~rin~; tu c~nch mc~inhi~r, .i
c~~p~~ th~~~•~~~~I'.

K~~t•t~ivc~d.

(;I~~('Oh1U 1~1A1:'I'U1~1•:
('it~ ti~~r}~i~nnt
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REPORT FROM COMMITTEE

CQUNCII,MAN DAVID G. DILLON, Chairman

COMMITTEE ON CLAIMS AND PENDING SUITS

1'runsmits the following with Recommen-
dati~~n5, the Same be Adopted:

IZi~Solution Authoririn~; the ('c~mmitt~~c on ('laims
~tnt~ Pcn~lin~; tiuits t~~ C~>nduct a❑ Investi~ation
intu the All~~k~,iti~~n and h:vidence ~rf a Viulation ~
hy the Citv tiolicitor of thc ('h<irt~~r of'thc Citv
of 1'rc~vi~lence~ ancl His O<ith of Office ancl
(lequc~stin~; tiu~~mn.i I'uw~~rti ~in<1 Authorit.v to
Hirc~ l.c'~j21~ ~'~~un~i~l.

COUNCILMAN ADDISON moves Pas-
sage of the Resolution.

~ 19R0 4

specific violation being payment of a rental out of
the Claims Accounts, and

Be It Further Resolved, That the Committee on
Claims and Pending Suits be granted subpoena
power to pursue this investigation."

COUNCILMAN O'CONNOR thereupon
moves Passage of the Resolution, as
amended.

This motion is seconded by COUNCIL- This motion is seconded by COUNCIL-
MAN EASTON. MAN EASTON.

COUNCILMAN O'CONNOR moves to
amend the Resolution by deleting in the
second line, second paragraph, the follow-
ing words "and the authority to hire legal
counsel" and requests the Clerk read the
Amendment and the Resolution as amended;
this motion is seconded by COUNCILMAN
EASTON.

CITY CLERK MENDONCA: Councilman
O'Connor requests the following amendment to
the Resolution — second paragraph, second line
and third line, delete the words "and the
authority to hire a legal counsel".

The Resolution will read as follows:

"Resolved, That the Committee on Claims and
Pending Suits is hereby authorized to conduct an
investigation into the allegation and evidence of
a violation b,y the City Solicitor of the Charter of
the Cit,y of Providence and his oath of Office, the

COUNCILMAN PEARLMAN raises a
Point of Order as to whether the Members
can amend a Resolution at a Special
Meeting of the City Council and requests an
opinion from the City Solicitor.

COUNCIL PRESIDENT FARGNOLI in-
forms his Ruling is that the Council cannot
amend a Resolution at a Special Meeting.

COUNCILMAN SNOWDEN requests a
Division Vote to appeal the Ruling of the
President.

This motion is seconded by COUNCIL-
MAN EASTON.

DEPUTY CITY SOLICITOR ROTONDI:
The problem, as I see it, is the due process clause
— A special meeting is based upon notice, now
the individuals receive notice. This is postulated
upon the fact that the passage of this Resolution
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requires three quarters vote. It could be based on
the fact that some Councilmen stayed home, they
figured, well, three quarter vote, there won't be
enoug~ th~re and it will fail. Now, if the
Resolution is amended, it would require a
majority vote which would change the whole
posture of the scheme. Some of these people would
say, when I received notice for the Special
Meeting, based upon the Charter, it would require
three quarter vote.

We are dealing with the due process issue, I am
not suggesting that these people would vote for or
against, all I'm saying is to protect the record.
The Resolution as it was drawn was sloppy, it is
in improper form. Now, to try to correct that at
this juncture, in the opinion of the City Solicitor's
Office, is improper. Now, Mr. Glantz wants the
vote to be, but for purpose of the record, we would
jusi iike io say that you have two ideas in one
Resolution. For example, if you could not get a
three quarter vote based upon the way it was
drawn, the Resolution would fail. A lot of these
people had that idea in mind and for their own
reasons it appears that they did not appear, but it
did go out in the notice.

937 (19R0

COUNCILMAN PEARLMAN moves a
vote be taken on the Appeal of the Ruling of
the Chair.

This motion being seconded by COUN-
CILMAN EASTON, is put to vote and is Not
Passed, by the Following Roll Call Vote:

Ayes: Council President Fargnoli and
Councilmen Almagno, Cirelli, Glavin, Grif-
~n, Mansolillo, Paolino, Pearlman, Pennine
and Xavier-10.

Noes: Councilmen Addison, Boyle, Coun-
cilwoman Brassil, Councilmen Dillon,
Easton, Johnson, Lynch, Moise, O'Connor
and Snowden—l0.

Absent: Councilmen Cola, Farmer, Flynn,
Petrosinelli, Salvatore and Stravato-6.

The motion to Appeal is Defeated and the
Ruling of the Chair is thereupon Upheld.

RECESS

COUNCIL PRESIDENT FARGNOLI de-
clares the City Council Stand at Ease at 8:10
o'clock P.M. (E.D.T.).
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RECONVENTION

COUNCIL PRESIDENT FARGNOLI fte-
covenes the City Council at 8:15 o'clock
P.M. (E.D.T.) and directs the City Clerk to
Call the Roll to Ascertain if there is a
Quorum Present:

Present: Council President Fargnoli and
Councilmen Addison, Almagno, Boyle,
Councilwoman Brassil, Councilmen Cirelli,
Dillon, Easton, Glavin, Griffin, Johnson,
Lynch, Mansolillo, Moise, O'Connor, Pao-
lino, Pearlman, Pennine and Xavier-19.

Absent: Councilmen Cola, Farmer, Flynn,
Petrosinelli, Salvatore, Snowden and
Stravato-7.

PRESIDENT FARGNOLI: For the Record
the Deputy City Solicitor will give us his opinion.

DEPUTY CITY SOLICITOR ROTONDI:
This is from Roberts Rules of Order regarding the
Seventy-Fifth Anniversary Edition, Page 82,
"When a member wishes to appeal from the
decision of the chair, he rises as soon as the
decision is made, even though another has the
floor and without waiting to be recognized by the
chair, states "Mr. Chairman, I appeal from the
decision of the Chair". If this appeal is seconded,
the chair should state clearly the question at
issue, and his reasons for the decision if he thinks
it necessary, and then state the question thus:
"1'he question is, "Shall the decision of the chair
stand at the judgement of the assembly (or
societv, or club, etc.)" or, "Shall the decision of
the chair be sustained'?" 7'o put the question he
woulcl sav, "'I'hose in the affirmative say "aye"
uncl aCL~~r the af'firmative vote has been taken he
would sav "'Phose in the ne~ative say "no". '1'he
~ives have it and the decision of the chair is

[1980

sustained (or stands as the judgement of the
assembly). Or, "The noes have it and the decision
of the chair is reversed". In either case he
immediately announces what is before the
assembly as the result of the vote. If there is a tie
vote the chair is sustained.

COUNCILMAN DILLON moves that the
Resolution be Layed on the Table; this
motion is seconded by CO:J1<T^:,T,B~~".;lT
EASTON, put to vote and Not Passed by the
following Roll Call Vote:

Ayes: Councilmen Addison, Boyle, Coun-
cilwoman Brassil, Councilmen Dillon,
Easton, Johnson, Lynch, Moise, O'Connor
and Snowden-10.

Noes: Council President Fargnoli and
Councilmen Almagno, Cirelli, Glavin, Grif-
fin, Mansolillo, Paolino, Pearlmnn, Pennine
and Xavier-10.
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Absent: Councilmen Cola, Farmer, Flynn, Easton, Johnson, Lynch, Moise and O'Con-
Petrosinelli, Salvatore and Stravato-6. nor-9.

m!:~ P.Ra~ion to Lay the Resolution on the
Table is not Sustained.

The Original motion as made by COUN-
CILMAN ADDISON, seconded by COUN-
CILMAN EASTON, for the Passage of the
Resolution is put to vote and Not Passed by
the following Roll Call Vote:

Ayes: Councilmen Addison, Boyle, Coun-
cilwoman Brassil, Councilmen Dillon,

Noes: Council President Fargnoli and
Councilmen Almagno, Cirelli, Glavin, Grif-
fin, Mansolillo, Paolino, Pearlman, Pennine
and Xavier-10.

Not Voting: Councilman Snowden-1_

Absent: Councilmen Cola, Farmer, Flynn,
Petrosinelli, Salvatore and Stravato—G.

The motion for Passage is Not Sustairned.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business, on
motion of COUNCILMAN ADDISON, sec-
onded by COUNCILMAN O'CONNOR the
City Council adjourns at 8:55 o'clock P.M.
(E.D.T.) to meet again on WEDNESDAY,
JULY 2, 1980 at 5:00 dclock P.M. (E.D.T.).

~~~~'~.!—~.

Cixy Clerk
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