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The Honorable Joseph R. Paolino, Jr.
Mayor of the City of Providence, and
The Honorable City Council

Ladies and Gentlemen:

This report is a summary of the activities of the Providence Recreation
Department during this east vear. Included in this letter are a few of the
highlights. y

During the past vear this department continuer an extensive outreach
program in all neighborhoods attempting to bring together as nany com=ity
agencies as possible to plan and provide the best recreation programs possible

• f-or our youth, young adults and the elderly. We demonstrated with success,
that this department is committed to sharing with them some of our programs-,
facilities, finances, and transportation capability. As a result several
events were olanned which involved more than one agency.

One of the major accomplishments of the 1986-1987 vear was the tre-
mendous success of the Summer of 87. The number of vouth that we serviced
this nast summer surpassed all our expectations. The pools, trips, clinics
and special events were all successes beyond our expectations. The credit
here should be given to the Director of our .year round staff and an ex-
oellant workmanship job function by our seasonal workers. Based upon this
we look forward to reaching new goals in leisure time activity in 1988-1989.
We have provided and will expand our services again to assist all recreational
programs+ in this great city.

We continued a new policy in our recreation centers of setting aside
the hours from 5 to 7 P11 each night .for the exclusive use of neighborhood
groups in need of a gymnasium. It was very popular, and most of our centers
were "booked" across the board.

The Federal Summer Food Service program for Children was an unqualified
success again this year. T9e provided 310,000 nutritious meals to city
youngsters un to and including the age of eighteen. In addition, summer
employment opportunities were created for city residents, includinq 37
senior citizens and 44 vouths. We would like to thank the Providence School
Department, the Park Department and the Purchasing Department for helping
to make this program a success.

We will continue our effort in 1988 to work with all agencies to
attract more people and aaYuaint them with the many programs offered, along
with developing new ones to meet their needs.

Sincerely,

t
,Raymond L. Brown
Director of Recreation



RECREATIMAL FACTI=.S

Basketball Courts 31

Basketball Courts - Lighted 10

Bocce Courts 2

Carm 1

Football Fields 11

Playgrounds 49

Recreation Centers 6

Soccer Fields 11

Street Hockey Courts 4

swimming Pools 7

Tennis Courts 47

60' Little League Fields 11

60' Softball Diamonds 22

60' Softball Diamonds - Lighted 2

90' Baseball Diammnds 10

90' Baseball Diamond - Lighted 1
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ATTENDANCE (ACTIVITY) REPORT - 1987

(October - 1986 / Seotenber 1987)

Recreation Centers (6) 101,870

Neighborhood Soccer League 1,450

Sumer Lunch Program 310,028

Adult Volleyball 250

Arts & Crafts 4,340

Cultural Programs 1,929

Athletic Clinics 4,003

Senior Transr-ortation 2,520

Middle School Recreation Program 22,575

Basketball Leagues 25,227

Special Events - Youth Transbortation 8,400

Learn to Swim Program 6,750

Softball - Adult and Youth 108,215

Senior Little League 13,154

Little League 42,379

Babe Ruth League 9,979

Amateur Baseball - Adult Leagues 14,896

Football - Youth and Adult (Flag) 3,500

Swimminq Pools (6) 152,800

Kickball League 640

Neighborhood Groups Use of Centers - (23) 28,443
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Neighborhood Indoor Soccer League 945

Kickball League 420

Cultural Programs 4,875

Basketball Leagues 2,255

Softball 50,145

Little 
League 31,335

Senior Little Leaq a 5,480

Babe Ruth League 3,969

Amateur Baseball 3,740

SwinYning Pools 22,520

Athletic Clinics 1,100

Adult Volleyball 75



Center Neighborhood

1. Danforth Recreation Center Smith Hill
1 Danforth Street

2. Joslin Recreation Center Manton / Olnevville
17 Hyat Street

3. Robert F. Kennedy Recreation Center Elmhurst
195 Nelson Street

4. Martin Luther King Recreation Center South Providence
35 Camp Street

5. South Providence Recreation Center South Providence
227 Dudley Street

6. Zuccolo Recreation Center Federal Hill
11 Gesler Street
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RECREATION =MS

We operated in six recreation centers, (four full time centers and two part

tine enters), from October 27, 1986 to Apriun l 30, 1987, which were located throughout

the City of Providence. The centers were cnen Monday. through Saturday and featured

activities of interest to both boys and girls between the ages of eight to .fifteen.

After school programs were offered in the broad areas of active, nassive and

cultural pursuits. Such activities as basketball, kickball, soccer, street hockey

and many others were offered to the younger c=uD. Instructional sessions were

held to expose this group to many new and traditional of table and floor

games. A fei•7 of them were pocket billiards, table tennis, checkers, nok-hockey and

manv, manv others. Arts and crafts nrojects ~•rere offered to the younger group in

certain centers on a regular basis.

Our older teen age group attended the centers in the evenings and on Saturday

afternoons. They were afforded the same activities as the younger group. They,

however, narticipated in more son'l-asticated activities which included intra-mural

leagues and formal competition in cite wide leagues and special activities. Included

in this were such leagues as soccer, basketball and volleyball.

Additionally, centers offered their own unique programs in addition to those

prescribed by the central staff.

A typical weekly program activity report is attached.



DAY

rlbndav

Tuesday

Iaednesdav

Thursday

Friday

MY

Saturdav

Sunday

"?onday thru Friday

Saturday

Afts & Crafts

Table rames

Table Tennis

Pocket Billiards

(-',TMIASM! - AF?'E'RNTOW

3:00 - 4:00 PM

Basketball Skills

Basketball Games

Street Hockey

Soccer

Volleyball

Nerf Football

Kickball

10:00 - 11:30 MI

Basketball

Adult Basketball League (P.M.)

4:00 - 5:00 PM

Kickball

Scatter Dodge

Whiffle Ball

Kickball

.Basketball

Scatter Dodge

Street Hockey

Soccer

11:00 - 12:00 Noon

Volleyball

Scatter Dodge

GVAE RW?

3:00 - 5:00 PM

10:00 - 12:00 Noon

Tk~ro sessions Baer week

Checkers, Nok-IIockev, Bas-Ket, Playing Cards, etc.



T,,EMY PROC - EVENLNG

G"- SMSIUM

DAY 7:00 - 8:OO PMt

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

(Afternoons)

Checkers

Playing Cards

Nok-Hockey

Basketball Skills

Basketball c',ames

Street Hockey

Soccer

Volley 

Ball

Nerf Football

Street Hockey

Volleyball

Whiffle Ball

G AlM ROCM

Table Tennis

Pocket Billiards

8:00 - 9:00 PM

Basketball Gams

Basketball Games

Soccer

Kickball

Basketball Games



We set aside the hours of 5:00 to 7:00 P?1 on weekdays and an equal amount

of time on weekends at all our recreation centers for use by either adult or

youth groups in the neighborhoods for their exclusive use. 'L'his proved to be

very popular.

The following is a list of participating agencies which took advantage of

this service:

1. Blessed Sacrament CYO

2. Bolivar Soccer Club

3. Calvary Baptist Church

4. Chad-Ad-Sun Ccnvu itv Center

5. Defenders Soccer Team

6. Elmgood Com comity Center

7. Federal Hill House

8. Holy Ghost School

9. House of Prayer Deliverence

10. Homenetmen - Providence
Chapter

11. Providence Postal Emnlovees

12. Providence Public 14orks

13. Providence Recreation Volleyball

14. Providence South CYO

15. R.I. Department of Health

16. St. Augustine's CYO

17. St. Marv's CYO

18. St. Pius CYO

19. St. Pius Midget Team

20. St. Teresa's Basketball League

21. St. Thomas CYO

22. Smith Hill Center

23. Trinity United methodist Church



BASKETBALL PFOC.B.7i

Basketball, traditionally, has been one of our most nopular gages through-

out the city. All youth enters conduct leagues for both boys and girls in

several age groups as part of their winter program. Additionally, "nick up"

gams are played almost daily. one may ston by any of our gymnasiums or our

many outdoor courts and observe people of all ages involved in marn7 varied types

of games.

Recognizing this, the Recreation Denartrrent conducts formal programs city

wide throughout the calendar year. At this time, we would like to take this

opportunity to acknowledge the valuable financial assistance provided to this pro-

gram by private business and corporate sponsors.

In the summer a daily basketball clinic is conducted by a highly qualified

staff of coaches. City _youngsters are introduced to the basic fundamentals plus

affording them the opportunity to participate in formal games, most of them, for

the very first time. We also administer a league for high school players two

evenings ner week on our lighted courts. Using qualified Interscholastic League

officials, teams play a fourteen game schedule plus a play-off. The games are

highly competitive and attract a good many spectators.

During the winter season several city wide leagues are operated by the Reg

reation Department. Leagues include a *fidget Division for boys 9 to 13 years of

age, and Providence Conm,mity League for ages 13 to 15. Both are operated as

doubleheaders on Saturday mornings. An adult league nlays on Sunday evenings. tA7eek-

days there is an interesting league in operation for boys 14 to 17 years of age who

have passing grades in their academic courses. This league was started by staff

people of the Washington Park Conmunity Center several vears aqo. It has since

grown to include teams from many Providence neighborhoods. The Providence Rec-

reation Department is happy to assist the t~Iashington Park Conr ity Center in
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administering this fine league.

Interest in girl's basketball is growing every year. It is one of our major

goals in the 1987-88 season to involve more girls in our Diddle School Program

and attempt to organize two additional leagues for ages 9 to 12 and ages 13 to 16.



LEARN. TO SINTP t PIPMPAI" I

The Learn to Swim Program sponsored by the Recreation Department provides

an opportunity for the Providence School Department to schedule swim classes for

their students as part of their nhvsical education program. Daily classes are

scheduled at our South Providence Recreation Center indoor pool located on Dudley

Street. The Recreation Department provides transportation and instruction. Appro-

priate certificates of achievement are awarded each student at the conclusion of

the program. Our daily attendance records shaa that transportation, instruction

and supervision was provided to 6,750 public school students during the past 1986-

1987 academic year.

In addition to instruction to nublic school students this past year, TAe

provided city residents, sixteen years of age and older, an opportunity to train as

lifeguards. Those who took advantage of this program were offered sir employ-

ment and all lesson fees were reimbursed by the deoartment. As a result of this,

we were successful in training and hiring over twenty lifeguards.



! 2DDLE SCHOOL PECPEA ON PRfYUW4

The Recreation Departrrent and School Department combined resources to con-

duct an after school program in six middle schools located in our city neighbor-

hoods. Teachers were hired as recreation supervisors to conduct a proggram four

afternoons per week for a period of twenty-five weeks during the school year.

A varied schedule of activities was introduced for boys and girls which included

basketball, soccer, volleyball and softball. All school members were invited

to particinate.

Boys and Girls teams were formed in each school at the conclusion of the pro-

gram and -inter-school tournaments were held in basketball and volleyball. The

Recreation Department drew up the schedules, hired and assigned officials, provided

transportation and awarded team trophies. In addition to team awards, individual

award certificates were presented to all team members. We feel this will become

a valued keensake in later Years.

It is our plan to expand significantly this program in 1988. Ne will introduce

inter-school varsity leagues for both boys and girls for the first time in many

years. This is being made possible through the efforts of the Recreation and School

Departments along with private corporate sponsors. Each school i•rill be asked to

.field teams in basketball and co-ed soccer and co-ed volleyball.

ice..



NEIGHBORHOOD SOCCER LEA(M

The Providence Recreation Department administered an indoor soccer program

comprising eight teams renresentinq various mouth agencies located throughout the

City of Providence. Each team olaved a 14 game schedule and all were involved in

a league play off. Gores were played twice veekly starting on January 8th and

continuing to March 20, 1987. Azmroximately 160 players and 100 spectators were

involved with the league on aame clays.

The Recreation Department, in addition to drawing 
up the league schedule,

assisted in providing transportation and paving for all league officials. we

would like to acknowledge the fine cocoeration we received from the Rhode Island

Soccer Officials Association.

.Appropriate team and individual awards wt re provided to all teams at the

conclusion of the season by this department.



SPECIAL EVENTS

Various special events were held throughout the year for our city's residents.

These were usually a "one time only" event and were citv wide in scone. For

example, the Annual Easter Egg Hunt was held this year on Saturdav, Anril 18th at

the Temple to Music in Roger Williams Park in conjunction with the city Parks De-

nartment. This event was for the enjoyment of youngsters between the ages of

three to eleven. Transportation was provided by the Recreation Department from

all neighborhood centers to and from the event. 
manv 

parents brought their

children directly to the park and enjoyed the day along with their off spring.

Other events were planned and conducted throughout the vear. As an example

of an on going event, each neighborhood center was transported at least once during

the season to conduct a roller skating narty exclusively for their center. Some

neighborhoods enjoyed this event so much that thev repeated it several times

during the year.

Additional events conducted by the Recreation Department included the Hershey

Track and Field meet, Snecial Olvmnics Track meet, NBA Hot Shot contest, Halloween,

Christmas, and Valentine Day parties. Also, transportation and admission was

arranged for city youngsters to attend the circus, Ice Canades, Pawtucket Red Sox

games, Looking Glass Theatre, Trinity Summer Theatre, College and local high

school basketball games to list just a few.

[x1e are constantly adding to this list, for v,ae believe that this provides a

valuable and enjovable service to inner-city neonle.
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YOUTH TRANSPORTAT ON

The Citv of Providence Recreation Department nrovides transportation for

agencies that service young people. This cooperative effort enables young people

to enjoy nrograms at sites other than their am. 'these sites included, Boy's

Clubs, Cc mnuzity College of Rhode Island, Lincoln Woods, McCoy Stadium, Snring

Lake, Sand Hill Cove, Neutaconkanu t Park, Basketball, soccer, vollevball, soft-

ball and baseball clinics.

Other transportation services were provided during the school near. Halloween

parties in October and vacation shows at the Roger Williams Park Museum were pro-

vided for a total of 950 children. After school programs included skating at

United Skates of America in East Providence in which 228 _youngsters participated.

Listed below are the names of organizations and the number of trips provided

by the Recreation Department this past Sumner;

Organization Number of. Trips

Project Outreach 6

Wanskuck Boys Club 6

Fox_ Point Boys & Girls Club 10

Mt. Hope Community Center 10

Smith Hill Youth Center 6

Mt. Hooe Day Care 6

Federal Hill House 5

Olneyville Boys & Girls Club 3

South Side Boys & Girls Club 6 '

Joslin Day Care Program 3

Joslin Cotmmmit_v Center Youth Program 5

Cambodian Society of Rhode Island 5

Washington Park ConTmmity Center 5

Chad-Ad-Sun 4



Organization

YOUTH TRANSPORTATION

CONT'D

Number of Trins

Mt. Hone Youth Program 6

4H Club 4

Ibger Williams Day Care Center 6

Boy Scouts of America 2

John Hope Settlement House 2

West End ComTiunity Center 5

John Fogarty Center 1

R.I. Indian Council 2

Hartford Park Commmity Center 2 '

R.I. Educational Enrichment Program 2



PROM MICE RECREATION D-PYARTNlEN'I'

STA1322MIG POOL SCHEDULE 1987

The seven (7) swimni:ng pools overate during the summer beginning on

July 1 through Sent., 2, 1987. They are open to all residents of the City

of Providence at no charge.

Pool Hours: Monday through Friday 12:00 Noon - 5:00 PM

Saturday & Sunday 1:00 PM - 4:00 PM

(The Recreation Department reserves the right to cancel or alter the program

subject to inclement weather.)

1. Alr.~agno Pool

2. Danforth Pool/Recreation Center

3. Fox Point Pool

4. Joslin Pool/Recreation Center

5. McGrane Pool

6. So. Providence Pool/Recreation Center

7. Zuccolo Pool/Recreation Center

Location

675 Plainfield Street

1 Danforth Street

559 ?Alickenden Street

17 Hvat Street

1 Dexter Street

227 Dudlev Street

11 Gesler Street



OUTDOOR ST I Q4INr POOLS

The Recreation Departrent operated six neighborhood swimmina pools during

this past summer season. They were nrogrammed for a nine week period operating

from July.  1 to September 2, 1987 for city residents of all acres. Oven every day

for five uninterrnped hours of fun, these pools accommodated between 275 and 400

people at one time during the peak afternoon hours. It was estimated that from

500 to 700 different people used the pools daily in each neighborhood.

Swimming lessons were offered in the mornings at several locations for any-

one desiring to take advantage of this opportunity at no charge. While popular

in sore areas, we continue to attempt to induce more non swimmers to attend these

classes each summer. Honefully, the summer lessons will prove to be as effective

in the future, as our very successful winter indoor Learn to swim Program which

we operate with the Providence School Physical Education DeparTent.

The Fox Point Pool was closed for major repairs in 1987. We plan to be

operating this facility in 1988.



CITY OF PROMENCE
1987 STMER FOOD SERVICE PROGIRNM FOR CHILDRFN

JOSEPH R. RAOLPTO, JR.
MAYOR

RECMATION DEP_AR'IT=
RDBERT URBANI

DEPUTY DIRECTOR

STAFF

Program Administrator

Site-tiai.soni 'Personnel Training

Food Preneration Chief

Consultant

OFFICE

FEDERAL OFFICE
JOHN DAVIS

CONTROLLER'S OFFICE

Fred Baldoni

Leonard J. Nannarone

Carmine Valelli

Anthony Braga

Bridgham Middle School
1655 t^Testminster Street
Providence, RI 02909

TEL: 456-9360



THE SUNQER FOOD SERVICE PMIRVI FOR CHILDREN

The Summer Food Service Program for Children is an extension of the School

Lunch Program. It is sponsored by the providence Recreation Deoarment, funded

by the federal government through the Derjartrnent of Agriculture and monitored

by the Rhode Island Department of Education, Food Services Division. Each resident

of the City of Providence, up to and including the age of eighteen, is eligible

to receive, at no cost, a breakfast and lunch during the summer mnths. Starting

on June 24 and running through August 28, 1987, meals were served at over seventy

locations in all neighborhoods in the Providence area. City youngsters taking day

trios which took them outside the city to visit various came sites, points of interest,

lakes and beaches located in Rhode Island, and adjacent states were allowed to take

meals with them as art of this program.

Over 310,000 well balanced, highly nutritional rreals were served to city

youngsters this past summer. More than half the city residents eligible participated

in the program. This was achieved through an extensive outreach effort conducted

earlier in the year prior to the start of the summer.

Operating with a budget in excess of five hundred thousand dollars, summer

employment was provided to over one hundred and thirty city residents. The

work force was comprised of seniors, vouna adults, and teenagers with females

and minorities well represented.



SI7ITER. FOODSFRVIr'F' PRO-MM FOR CHILD_RF:N MEAL SITES

Almagno Athletic Complex

Althea Street Playground

Birch Vocational School

Bishop McVinney School

Bmin-Fox Point Day Care

Calvary Baptist Church

Candace Street Playground

Carl Laura School

Central Vocational Print Shoo

Chad-Ad-Sun Cam Horizon

Chad-Ad-Sun Community Center

Chad-Ad-Sun Home Start

Church of the Messiah

Codding Courts Parents Association

Computer School - Mazy Fogarty

Computer School - Fox Point

Congdon Street Baptist Church

Danforth Athletic Complex

Dexter Training Grounds

Ebenezer Baptist Church

Eln7ood Community Center

Federal Hill House

Federal Hill Tutorial Center

Fox Point Clubhouse

Hartford park Association

Bridgham. Kitchen

Bridgham Playground

Broad Street School

John Hone Dav Camp

John Home Playground

Joseph 1,,7illiams Playground

Li=itt Tot Park

Manton Tot Park

Mcrrane Athletic Comolex

Mt. Hope Community Center Dav Care

Pit. Hope Community AssociationAXTilliam
Taylor Playground

Nickerson Corm=ity Center Canp

Nickerson Ccmmnznity Center-In House

Oliver Hazard Perry School

Olneyville Boys & (girls Club

Pleasant View School

Pond Street Baptist Church

Providence Basketball Clinic

Providence Summer School

Providence Baseball/Softball Clinic

Providence ̀ n" ~A Cam Shepard

Providence Soccer Clinic

Providence Volleyball Clinic

Reservoir .Avenue School

Roger ?-7illiams Middle School
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SLZTT,R FOOD SERVICE PRCGRM1 FOR CHILDIZEN 11-AL SITES

Hartford Park Ccnmtunity Center

Hope Neighborhood Association

Islamic Center of Rhode Island

John Hope Day Care

South Providence Tutorial Center

Special Events - Providence Recreation
Department

Termle Head Start

Sackett School

Salvation Army

Silver Lake Day Care Annex

South Providence Athletic Ccmolex

South Side Bovs & Girls Club

St. Fdcaard's Dav Care Center
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Athletic clinics were offered for a ne-ri.od of seven weeks as hart of our

summer program. They were conducted at five athletic conmlexes located in various

neighborhoods throughout the city. Professionally trained specialists, with the

assistance of recreation leaders, Provided instruction to youngsters from eight

through seventeen years of age. They were taught basic skills and techniques in

basketball, baseball, soccer, softball, and volleyball. The clinics were offered

Monday through Friday featuring instruction in the morning and games in the after-

noon. Transportation was provided to all city youngsters to and from the clinics

by the Recreation Department.

We feel that this eras one of our most successful sLmmier programs. Not only

were our sessions well attended involving the more popular sports such as baseball

and basketball, but there also was a great deal of interest generated in soccer

and volleyball. The large numbers of girls attending was also noted.

As a follow up to this activity, winter leagues for boys and girls are being

planned with participation by our awn recreation centers, boys and girls clubs,

and neighborhood commnity centers.
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In keeping with the Recreation Department's ongoing philosophy of community

awareness and cooperation, joint sponsorship was again part of the programming

entity.

The following shared the corporate sponsorshipin program areas:

Barney's Shoe Shine
Challcstone House
Court Sports
Design-A-Windom
East Side Laundry
James Easton
Friendship Auto

Classical High School
Cranston East High School
Bishop Hendricken

Hospital Trust Bank

George Frye
Haun Inc.
Hershey Track & Field
Mama ChielloIs
Post Office
Wes Is Rib House
Ye College Pub

r2t. Pleasant High School
Our Lady of Providence
Wheeler School

Rhode Island Hospital

Hospital Trust Bank supplied the monies needed for the cultural presentations

that encompassed our summer cultural program. Without the support of our sponsors,

these programs could not have been the assets they were during the past year. Over

10,000 dollars in total contributions were realized.

Rhode Island Hospital shared their expertise by jointly having a Health Fair

with the Department in August of 1987. Results of this "Health Check" will be of

valuable assistance in planning forthcoming recreational health activities in our

centers.

We as a department are pleased to feel the warmth and generosity of such

comorations in mutually shared endeavors. We all look forward to the continuance

of such projects in the future for the betterment of departmental programming and

continued success with our municipal youth population.

Our total hand cash assessment exceeded $6,560.00. In soft cash and inkind

services the amount exceed $10,000.00.
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PUPPETS BY TIIE POOL

The Recreation Department scheduled a series of puppet shows which

took place in seven swimming pools located throughout the city this

past summer. Titled "Puppets By The Pool", this program was sponsor-

::d by Hospital Trust Bank in co-operation with Mayor Joseph R. Paolino, Jr.

-PUPPETS
By THE POOL

July 9 Jack and the Beanstalk Zuccolo Pool

July 15 The Rabbit Loses His Ears South Providence

July 24 Jack and the Beanstalk Danforth Pool

July 43 Jack and the Beanstalk Fox Point Boy's and Girl's Club

July 30 Jack and the Beanstalk Josiin Pool

August 6 The Fish Who Climbed a Mountain McGrane Pool

August 14 The Fish Who Climbed a Mountain Fox Point Pool

August 19 The Fish Who Climbed a Mountain Almagno Pool

4:00 P.M.

4:00 P.M.

4:00 P.M.

4:00 P.M.

4:00 P.M. , ..

200 P.M.

4:00 P.M.

4:00 P.M.

Sponsored by .i.L = In Cooperation with Mayor Joseph R. Paolino Jr. and the Providence Recreation Department.

a BANK OF BOSTON comparry


