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l"ATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COUNCIL
83 Park Street
Providence, R.I. 02903

.lu 1 y 19, 1977

Dear Friend

On creating the Coastal Resources Management Council in 1971,
the General Assembly set for it the very important and difficult
task of concurrently managing the state's coastal region and
developing the plans and policies on which management would be
based. While this approach has greafly complicated the Council's
responsibilities, its directness has kept Rhode Island in the
forefront.of coastal management nationwide.

This document represents several important milestones in
Rhode Island's coastal planning and management effort. The
detailed findings, policies and regulations set forth in the
Program will serve as a clear guide for the management of the
state's precious coastal resources. A much greater proportion
of the Council's efforts and those of its staff can now be
committed to the vital task of actively implementing
Council policies and programs.

Of equal significance, completion of the Coastal Resources
Management Program makes the state eligible for federal funds

to assist the Council in implementing the program's policies and
regulations. The Council is confident that the Federal Office
of Coastal Zone Management will approve Rhode Island's program

after its submission this fall and that greatly expanded federal
funding support will result.

The document before you is a product of many minds. Drafts of
its verious elements have been extensively reviewed at a series
of thirteen public workshops. Comments have also been solicited
from town officials, interest groups, concerned individuals and
the numerous state and federal agencies with an interest in



~uly 19, 1977
Page Two

Rhode Island's coastal region. The many comments received
have been extremely valuable and have resutted in a better
Program.

A public hearing will be held on this document on Tuesday,
August 23, at 7:30 p.m, in Room 313 of the State House in
Providence. We again welcome your comments and wish to
thank you for your interest in working with us in developing
this most important Program for the management of our
coastal resources:

Si„p.c,e re 1 y

~~--~.--~.- ~~ ~ ~~,~=-~~.~.
n A. Lyons, Chairm n
STAL RESOURCES MA q MENT COUNCIL

JAL:mro
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INTRODUCTION

THE RHODE ISLAND COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COUNCIL

Although a part of the Northeast coastal megalopolis and the smallest
state in the union, Rhode Island is a state of remarkable contrasts. It has
one of the highest population densities of any state but until very recently

also the highest percentage of woodlands. The northern portion of the state

is heavily urbanized but some 65 percent of Rhode Island is undeveloped.

Along the south shore are some of the most beautiful and as yet undisturbed

barrier beaches and coastal ponds found anywhere. The state's greatest asset
is without a doubt Narragansett Bay, a 174 square mile estuary of great
beauty, rich in a variety of fish and wildlife and containing many excellent
natural harbors. High energy costs, a decline in the traditional manufacturing
industries and a massive reduction in the Naval presence have in recent years
placed severe strains on the state's economy and brought high unemployment.
Rhode Island is presently in a period of transition and is having to reassess

its assets and future directions. ~

In 1g69, a group of concerned citizens recognized that the state's 419
mile coastline, and Narragansett Bay in particular, were in danger. Since
no single plan or authority existed to regulate the use of these resources,
developments that were restricting future choices were proceeding at an
accelerating rate; much of great value had already been lost. The problem
of how coastal resources should be managed became the topic of two years of

intense legislative debate. The result, in 1971, was the creation of the
Coastal Resources Management Council, a seventeen member body of citizens
with broad authorities to plan for and to regulate activities in the state's
coastal region. Members are appointed by the Governor, the Lieutenant
Governor, and the Speaker of the House and represent communities of various
sizes. 7he Council's mandate is clear:

"....it shall be the policy of this state to
preserve, protect, develop and where possible,
restore the coastal resources of the state for
this and succeeding generations through compre-
hensive and coordinated long-range planning
and management designed to produce the maximum
benefit for society from such coastal resources;
and that preservation and restoration of ecolo-
gical systems shall be the primary guiding prin-
ciple upon which environmental alteration of
coastal resources will be measured, judged,
and regulated."

The Council has direct authority over all activities between the mean
high water mark and the limits of the state's territorial sea and over
specific land uses and activities wherever they occur in the state if there
is reasonable probability of conflict with the Council's program for the
coastal region or damage to the coastal environment. These specific uses
and activities are: power generating and desalination plants; chemical or
petroleum processing, transfer or storage; minerals extraction; shoreline
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protection facilities and physiographic features; coastal wetlands; and

sewage treatment and disposal and solid waste disposal facilities. I'n
effect, this gives the Council direct jurisdiction over the entire shoreline
and over those activities, wherever they may occur in the state, that are
most likely to affect the shore or tidal waters. The Council is further
charged to plan for and, with the cooper.ation of local governments and other
state agencies, to manage the resources of the state's coastal region. The
coastal region has been defined as all the lands approximately one mile from
tidal waters (the inland boundary of the census tract contained within a
line drawn one mile inland from tidal waters). All state agencies are
mandated to act in a manner consistent with adopted Council plans and programs
for the management of the coastal region.

The legislature did not envision that the Council would give rise to
another state bureaucracy but that it would rely on other units of state
government to provide it with the staff it would need to develop and adminisfier
its programs. Thus, the Coastal Resources Center at the University of Rhode
Island is primarily responsible for conducting necessary research and for
drafting resource plans. The Council also relies heavily on the Statewide
Planning Program for assistance in developing its program and on the Depart-
ment of Health for techr~ical help. It is the Division of Coastal Resources

within the Department of Envirnnm¢n~a~ll~,in2geM`►tt'which carries out the everyday
operations of the Council.

The federal Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972 has striking similarities
to the coastal management legislation passed the previous year in Rhode
Island. In 1973, Rhode Island became one of the first states to receive
a planning (305) grant under the new federal statute. These funds enabled
the state to hire planning personnel, perform studies and involve the public
in the process of developing a management program more quickly than would
otherwise have been possible. The requirements for a program that will be
eligible for program implementation (3~6) grants have provided a detailed
framework within which the state program has developed and one that is
similar to that of neighboring states working to attain the same goal. For a state

as small as Rhode Island, commonality of purpose with adjoini.ng states~is of
considerable importance. The regulations and requirements of the federal
Coastal Zone Management Act have also served to focus the concerns and
responsibilities of the many federal agencies with an interest in the state
program. Rhode Island has expended considerable effort to meet all the
requirements for a federally acceptable program. Approval will bring an
increase in much needed federal funding for implementation and further refine-
ment of the program and the federal consistency clause will assure that
federal agencies will act in a manner consistent with the adopted state manage-

ment program.

THE PLANNING PROCESS

A host of problems requiring immediate attention faced the newly formed

Council in 1971. Its ferst decision was that planning and management would

have to proceed concurrently and that declaring a moratorium on development

while a plan was developed was not a feasible alternative. The first detailed

set of regulations adopted set stringent limits on the development of the

state's highly fragile barrier beaches. Other studies led to the framing of
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policies and regulations on fisheries, the extraction of marine sand and gravel,

the protection of coastal natural areas and the development of a plan for a

Bay Islands Park. Much work has been done assembling all available informa-

tion on the state's coastal resources, planning for the offshore oil indus-

try and searching for a solution to the problem of disposal of dredged material.

Planning and managing concurrently provided a unique opportunity to test

ideas in the "real world" as they were developed. It quickly became clear

that policies and regulations had to be based on an evaluation of the ~

impacts of individual proposals and that the simple setting of permissible

and prohibited uses made sense in only a few situations. The evaluation of

any proposal for an activity can be made only after the detailed plans for

the proposal and the characteristics of the site in question have been care-

fully examined. This makes it possible to pinpoint which aspects of the

proposal cause concern end in many cases enable the applicant to modify the
proposal in such a way to make it acceptable. The ability of specific sites

to withstand human modifications and stresses varies. For example, what may

be an acceptable discharge of hot water effluent in a sound may be totally

unacceptable in a coastal pond. To minimize confusion and to define manage-

ment concerns for specific areas and activities as much as possibie, adopted

regulatory policies set forth priorities of use and specific burdens of
proof for each management topic.

The Rhode Island public and specific interest groups have been widely
involved in the process that has resulted in the adoption of coastal manage-

ment policies. Task forces have been created to help frame policies on such

topics as barrier beach regulation, fisheries, and marine sand and gravel
extraction. Public workshops have been held on specific topics such as off-

shore oil development, erosion control and aquaculture. Most recently, a
series of 13 workshops were held to discuss drafts for the various sections

of this document. The Coumcil also strives to solicit public input and

awareness of coastal management issues through a public education program and

by working to assure maximal press coverage of all major issues. The develop-
ment of this document has received especially wide press coverage.

THE COUNCIL'S PERMIT REVIEW PROCESS

The Council is the last step for in-state permitting procedures and
acts formally on an application only when all local and other state approvals

have been obtained. The state's Administrative Procedures Act ensures ample
public notice and hearings are held if there are one or more objections to
any application for a permit. The Council is working to streamline the
state/federal permitting process by joint staff reviews of applications with
representatives of federal agencies with an interest in the proposal.

For the past several years the Council has been processing permits at
the rate of some 150 each year. With the adoption of this program document
a more formalized permit review procedure will go into effect that will
ensure a consistent tneatment for all applications and a traceable decision
making process. A series of orthophoto quadrangle maps (black and white
photographs planimetrically corrected to conform with U.S. Geological Survey
(USGS) topographic maps) at a scale of 1:12,000 are being prepared by USGS
for the entire coastal region. Mapable features of the region are being
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drafted on overlays for each orthophoto quadrangle base map. These maps
will enable the Council's staff to fill in a form which relates the applica-
tion to the following parameters:

l. local zoning designation
2. designated recreation areas
3. existing land use
4. national and state registerSof historic places
5. scenic vistas
6. significant natural areas
7. water quality
8. wetlands
9. availability of public water service
10. availability of public sewage service
11. flood hazard zones
12. steep slopes
13. rights-of-way to the shore

The staff ascertains what other state and federal permits are needed and
that the permitting procedure is being followed in proper sequence. Comments
from interested parties including local, state and federal officials, private
groups and individuals are reviewed. A staff biologist and engineer then
verify the information listed above in a site visit and prepare a written

statement which addresses the engineering plans submitted, their assessment
of the site's suitability for the proposed actions, an identification of

significant natural features, the results of any tests performed and, recom-

mendations for Council action on the permit application. Finally, a single

page summary of the major points raised through the review process and
references to applicable management policies and regulations is prepared. .All
the completed review forms, comments from individuals, groups, local, state,
and federal agencies are provided to the Council members before they act on
the application. The entire package of materials is also available to the

public. These steps are a refinement of the presently ongoing permit review

process.

Over the years the Council has developed good working retations with the

governments of cities and towns and with other state agencies. Local
building inspectors have done much to explain to residents when a Council
permit is required. The State Department of Health routinely provides the

Council with copies for atl applications before it for individual sewage
systems in coastal towns.

The results of the Council's work are many and wide ranging. Several
persons who have filled areas of coastal wetland have been required to remove
the fill and restore the area. Innumerable projects that would have
required the filling or alteration of coastal wetlands have been modified so

that no damage to coastal wetlands has resulted. Council regulations and

policies have prevented residential development on previously undeveloped

barrier beaches and new structures on developed barrier beaches are only
permitted if stringent criteria are met. No new building has been permitted

on sand dunes. The Council has required that many projects involving use

conflicts in coastal areas be modified. For example, a transatlantic telephone

cable was extensively re-routed in Rhode Island Sound so that it would not
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interfere with commercial fishing grounds. The Council is effective in

working with federal agencies and has been instrumental in activating stalled

federal projects; for example, to repair the famous Newport Cliff Walk and

to maintenance dredge the fishing port of Galilee.

THE PROGRAM DOCUMENT

The main body of this document sets forth the detailed Findings

and the Policies and Regulations that shall govern how Rhode Island's coastal

resources shall be managed. The foldout map entitled "Priorities of Use

for R.I. Coastal Region" illustrates the application of the coastal management

program to the coastal region. The map shows areas where the use is already

determined (preempted lands) and preferred future uses for uncommi_ted lands.

The result is a refinement of the State Guide Plan, a formally adopted set

of policies which provide the framework in which future development in the

state will take place. The Appendices to this document set forth the authori-

ties by which the Program is implemented, the Council's procedures, and how

Rhode Island has addressed the•requirements of the federal Coastal Zone~~Mahagement
Act.
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GOALS FOR THE h1APJAGEME~~T OF THE RFiODE ISLAiVD COAST~L REGION

~, MAINTAIN A BALANCE BETWEEEd CONSERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT AND
BETWEEN CONFLICTING PRIVATE AND PUBLIC INTERESTS THAT WILL

~ROVID~ THE GREATEST LONG TERM BENEFITS TO THE PEOPLE OFiHODE SLAND~

Z, PROTECT AND PRESERVE VALUABLE NATURAL FEATURES SUCH AS
IiARRIER BEACHES, COASTAL PONDS, WETLANDS, AND FISNING GROUNDS
THAT ARE VULNERABLE TO DEVELOPME(~JT AND MISUSE~

3~ PROTECT THE PUBLIC FROM HAZARDS BROUG!~T BY FLOODS, EROSION AND
THE PLACEMENT OF BUILDINGS AND SEPTIC SYSTEMS ON UNSUITABLE
LANDFORMS AND SOILS~

~~ PROTECT AND PROMOTE PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE SHORE AND PROVIDE
HIG'{-,f QUALITY RECREATIONAL OPPORTUNITIES TO THE MAXIMUM NUMPER
OF KHODE ISLANDERS~

5~ PROMOTE THE FULLEST USE OF NATIVE EXPLOITABLE RESOURCES CONSIS—
TENT VJITH MANAGEMENT PRACTICES DESIGNED TO MAXIMIZE LONG TERNV
BENEFITS IN LIGHT OF CHA~JGING REGIONAL FOOD AND FUEL SITUATI~NS~

C, PROVIDE SUITABLE WATERFRONT SITES FOR INDUSTRIES AND BUSINESSES
THAT REQUIRE DIRECT ACCESS TO COASTAL WATERS WHILE 'DIRECTING
OTHER INDUSTRIES TO SUITABLE INLAND SITES~ ,

~~ i~~~UR~ THAT fJEEDED P~1AJOf~ ENERGY FACILITI~S ARE NOT AR~ITRARI.LY
EXCLUDED FROM THE COASTAL REGION B UT THAT SUCH FACILITIES A►ZE
PLACED IN ENVIRONMENTALLY SUiTABLE SITES~

g~ SUPPORT THE OEJECTIVES OF THE STATE GUIDE PLAN BY DIRECTING
NEW DEVELOPMENT AWAY FROM SEPdSITIVE AREAS AND INTO ALREADY
DEVELOPED AREAS,

9, ~NSURE THAT THE PUBLIC IS INVOLVED I~~ THE MANAGEMENT PROCESS
AND THAT THE PROGRAM IS RESPONSIVE TO TE~EIR VIEWS~

1~~ ESTABLISH A WORKING PARTNFRSHIP AMONG LOCAL, STATE AND FEDER,AL
GOVERf~MENTS THAT INSURES THE EFFICIErJT ADMINISTRATION OF THE
COASTAL MANAGEMENT PROGRAM,

11~ ENCOURAGE AND SUPPORT THE RESEARCH AND PLANNING NECESSARY FOR
THE DEVELOPMENT OF SOUND MANAGEMENT PRACTICES~

I2~ MEET FEDERAL AND STATE AIR AND b~IATER QUALITY STANDARDS AND
GOALS~
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CHAPTER I: NATURAL SYSTEMS

I. FINDINGS:

A. The Council's legislative charge states that the~~preservation and restor-

ation of ecological systems shall be the guiding principle upon which

environmental alteration of coastal resources will be measured, judged

and regulated."(46-23-1; G.L.R.I.)

B. Ecological systems are the basic functional units of nature.

- Ecosystems include both physical and biological components as

well as invisible pathways of cycling nutrients and other chemicals.

- Ecosystems are maintained by a flow of energy. The sun is by far

the most important source of energy; however, in the marine envi-

ronment energy from tides and currents is also important.

- The more obvious values of the natural environment such as stocdcs of
fish and water quality are preserved only by maintaining the

integrity of the entire ecosystem.

C. The Rhode Island coastal region is part of a larger marine and terrestrial

system which includes the coastal region from Cape Cod to Cape Hatteras.

- Witt~in this large system smaller units can be usefully defined

and managed. The maintenance of linkages between subunits is

essential for the maintenance of the whote.

- Rhode Island's coastal ecosystems can be usefully divided into
neritic,estuarine,and shoreline systems.
. Rhode Island's neritic systems,which include Rhode Island and

Block Island Sounds,are transitional areas between

open ocean and estuarine environments.
. Rhode Island's estuaries,which include such water bodies as

Narragansett Bay, Point Judith Pond,and the Pettaquam-
scutt River are semi-enclosed coastal water bodies with

free connection to the sea in which seawater is measur-

ably diluted with freshwater.
. Shoreline systems include the state's entire intertidal

zone and associated co~.stal~ physiographic
features (beaches; cliffs, ledges and bluffs; coastal
wetlands; barrier beaches and sand dunes). .



:

D. Because our understanding of how ecosystems function and respond to stress
is limited and tt~e impacts caused by man's many activities vary widely,
blanket prohibitions or permissions for any human activity within the
natural environment can seldom be made.

- Although individual components of ecosystems have been
extensively studied, our kno~rledge of how these components
interact in nature is in its infancy.

- It is often not possible to confidently trace an observed
change in the environment to the specific stress or stresses
that caused it.

- The impacts of any human activity vary with the magnitude, inten-
sity, duration and manner in which the activity is performed as
well as with the time of year and the location where it takes place.

- Each type of coastal system has its own capabilities for toleYating
human induced stresses and tF~us present different opportunities an~
constraints for use. For example, what may be an acceptable
discharge of hot water or sewage effluent into Rhode Island Sound
may be totally unacceptable ~or a coastal pond.

SECTION l.l: TIDAL WATERS AND COASTAL PONDS

~FFINITIf1NS•

A. Sound: A sound is a nearshore marine water body where oceanic waters

mix with those influenced by terrestrial drainage. The sounds are
considered here to extend to the 120 foat contour. Rhode Island's
territorial sea includes only a small portion of Rhode Island and Block

Island Sounds.

B. Estuary: An estuary is a semi-enclosed coastal water body with a connection
to the sea in which seawater is meas~urably diluted with freshwater.

C. Coastal pond: A coastal pond is a physiographic feature that abuts a barrier
beach; some are fresh, others are brackish or salt. Coastal ponds and
estuaries are identified on Figure 1-2.

D. It has been found useful to group all tidal waters and coastal ponds into

the following categories, based on present use patterns:

- Type 1: Conservation/Low I~tensity Use
. Potowamut River
. Barrington River
. Palmer River
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Figure t-1 deleted
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Figure 1-2
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- Type 2: Multiple Use Recreation
. Kickamuit River
. Sakonnet River
. Pettaquamscutt River

- Type 3: fiigh Intensity Recreation
. Pawcatuck Estuary and

Little Narragansett Bay
. Warren River

- Type 4: Multiple Use
. Central ~arragansett Bay
. Mt. Hope Bay
. Rhode Island and Block Island Sounds

- Type 5: Urban
. Providence River
. Seekonk River

All coastal ponds are either type 1 or 2. Their designations are shown
in Table 1-1.

1.1.1: Block Island and Rhode Island Sounds

FINDINGS:

A. Only a portion of the Sounds are within state terri.torial waters.

- Neritic systems are primarily influenced by external oceano-
graphic processes, including tidal action and currents,
nutrient exchanges, and the import and export of biologic com-
ponents.

B. The amount and detail of environmental data on the Sounds is considerably
less than that available for estuaries.

- The topography of the sea floor has been mapped and is shown
on U.S. Coast and Geodetic Survey charts. Low elevation and
drowned valleys characterize both Sounds.

- Too few surface sediment samples have been taken to map the dis-
tr~~t~ia~~i:on..o;f. sed~~me~nts,but clean sands are known to dominate.

- The water circulation in both 5ounds is dominated by the tides.

- Thermoclines are usually present in both Sounds during the late
spring and early summer.

- Plankton populations are intermediate between those associated
with estuarine and oceanic waters. -
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TaBLE 1-1

ACTIVITIES I'1 .aVD V:~LUES OF RHODE ISLai~D'S CO~~STaL PO`~DS

Sliell- Fin- IVater- Sanct.~ Boat- ~Iarina Pes. Prioritie~
Pond fish fish fotal Cons. ina Yarht ri. nPV~i _ r~r iise

lVesterly A L L L
!

'~'
~

L
I
~ ~ H

j
; 1

tVesterlv B L L L 'vr L `~ Fi 1

i,iauschau; H-o L H `~ L ;~ ? I 1

Little ~iauschau; H-o L rt i `1 L ti i`1 1

~
'~It'innapau; (Bri;htman's) H H ?~! ~ ;~ ~.i V

.
H

,
2

Quonochontaug H Ii ~I ~ Y H Ya , i 2

;~[ichel (Torso) L L L ~ N L V H 1

Garden (Snood) L L L
,

:~ L N [i 1

East (Kentuck~%) L L L :v L i N [i ~ 1
i

"~Charlestown H-o H ~ H
~

Y

I

H Ma M ; 2

Green Hill H-o H ~ T~I V ~ H
~

; H , 2
;

Trustom !
I

L I, L';
~

H
~

Y j L
~

N I L ~ 1
I

Cards L ~ L ~ ~ 1
i

N ~ L v ~ i I 1

Potters ,
~ ,

H i l.i { p.i
~~

N
i

M N H , 1

Wesquage i

~

L i L i H i Y L P1 H i 1

Lily f
i

L ' Fr
'

~I ~1 ;
i

N L V L ~ 1
{

Almy ;
j

L ~ Fr ~ D1~ N ! L i v L
,
~ 1

Easton L Fr E-[ N ; L I
~

~1
i

H ~ 1
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A~"I'IVI"IIi:S Ii~ :\~;D ~;1LUi:S 01~ R[IODI~ I5:.~1;:ll'~ CO1\5"C:1L I'0`JDS

k

~ Sllel.l- Fi~~- 4iater- Sanct. i3oat- 'iarina I?es. Priori.iie,?
Pond fish fis}t fowl Cons. i~l<~ 1~acht Cl• Devel. ~or use

Nelson bI Fr L Y L N L 1

Gardiner L Fr ~i Y L V L 1

lVatch Hill L L L v L V L 1

Round ~f N L N i1 1.

Long H ~ L :J ~1 1

Briggs ~Iarsh L L H Y L L L 1

Ship Cove M V L 1.

Round Ateadow L :V L N H 1

Tunipus ~1 N L N L 1

Quicksand H-o H H Y L N L 1

Sachem L L H Y L 'd L 1

Great Salt Pond H-p H M N H ~4a, Ya M 2

Pt. Judith Pond H-p H H Y H T•4a, Ya H 2

Haiard Avenue Pond H Y L N 1~4-L 1

High I~ill P~Iarsh H H Y L N M 1

Trims Pond H-p
a

H N1 N L N L 1

Harbor Pond - H-p H ~I N L :~ M 1

Nannaquacket L-~i M M N L N M 1

Lake Canonchet L L L-M N L N L 1
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~

:~CTI~'ITIES I;~ A:vD 1~'t~LULS OP RIItJDI? ISL,~:~~D'5 c;U:iST:\L ('0'vDS

Slicll- rin- t~'nter- Sanct~. I3oat- 'l~rin;i Res. Priol~itieS

Pond fish Eisii fo~~T i:ons. iil~ ~"acht t;l• Devel. tor utie

Little Neck Pond L L L-M 'V L v L 1

~liddle Pond L L H N L v L 1

Wash Pond L L H v L V L 1

Nt Medii.un

L Loiv to none

H-o High, includes oysters

Fr Freshwater species

H High

H-p High with pollution problems

N No ,

Nta ~1ari.na

Ya Yacht Club

* Sanctuary or Conservation Area

Y Yes

1 Conservation/Low Intensity Use

2 Multiple Use Recreation
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- Rhode Island is on a boundary between northern and southern fish

populations and a great diversity of species is therefore present.

Mackerel, cod, butterfish, weakfish and cunner are known to spawn

regularly in Block Island Sound.

- Only very generalized information is available on the benthos.

Commercially important species including lobsters and ocean
quahaugsare abundant and support significant fisheries.

at present
C. The Sounds are^relatively undisturbed by human activities but the pressures

for change are mounting.

- Dragged fishing gear disturbs the benthic habitat.

- Dredge ~aterpalfrom dredging projects in the Qay and elsewhere have
been dumped in Rhode Island Sound. Public concern over the
environmental consequences of ocean dumping have halted all
dumping in the Sounds since 1971.

- Sand and gravel of glacial origin are found over much of the sea
floor. These deposits may become of commercial
interest as land sources of sand and gravel
are depleted.

- Several well travelled shipping lanes traverse the Sounds. A
traffic separation scheme is in effect for ships enter~ng and
departing from Narragansett Bay.

1.1.2: Estuaries and Coastal Ponds

FINDINGS:

A. Estuaries are extremely complex, delicately balanced and consequently
fragile ecosystems.

- The character of an individual estuary, and thus its ability
to support various activities, is governed principally by four
parameters:
. The form of the basin: its size, shape, topography and

water depth.
. The characteristics of water flow: the volume and varia-

tion of fresh and salt water inflow, circulation pat-
terns including current velocities and direction, and
flushing time.

. Water properties: salinity, temperature, transparency,
nutrient ~upplies, dissolved oxygen and pollutants.

. The type and distribution of sediments: particle size,
organic and oxygen content.

- The physical parameters of estuaries can be easily and often
inadvertently altered by man.
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- Flushing rates of estuarine systems are an important factor in
determining their sensitivity to close up pollut~nts,
. Coastal ponds and sheltered embayments with slow flushing

rates may become eutrophic when there is a plentiful
supply of nutrients.

. Septic systems on the lands adjacent to these areas are
consequently of great concern.

. Poorly flushed estuarine areas are also natural settl:ing
basins and are therefore sensitive to activities which
introduce sediments to the estuary.

B. A primary value of Rhode Island's estuarine systems is their extremely
high biological productivity and diversity.

- Phytoplankton, roacroalgae, eelgrass (Z.ostera marina) and benthic
microalgae provide an abundant and varied food supply which suppor~
large and diverse f~unal populations,including birds, shellfish and
finfish.

- Estuaries contribute directly to the productivity of the state's
commercial and recreational fi.sheries:

- Estuaries, and coastal ponds in particular t are valuable nursery
areas for finfish. It is estimated that two-thirds of all com-
mercially important finfish species.depend upon es.tuaries during at
least a part of their life cycle.

- Detritus and phytoplankton support commercially and recreationlly
important populations of filter feeding mollusks such as scallops,
soft shelled clams, quahaugs and oysters.
, Low salinity estuariessupport many of the state's remain-

ing commercially exploitable oyster populations.

- Estuaries, coastal ponds,and adjacent marshes provide
some of the state's best remaining hatitat for some 35 species of
migrating and nesting waterfowl and numerous shorebirds,especially
those species least tolerant to man's presence.
. This is of great significance because the lack of suitable

habitat is the most critical limitation on waterfowl
populations in Rhode Island.

. Estuaries and coastal p~onds are particularly attractive be-
cause they do not freeze over as frequently as inland
ponds and thus provide good winter habitat.

. Rhode Island's central position in the Atlantic flyway
makes its estuarine habitats particularly important
during migrations.



. Nesting and feeding waterfowl arc directly affected by Yhc
destruction of submerged plant communities in shatlow

waters and excessive disturbance from surrounding develop-

ment and heavy motor boat traffic.

C. Rhode Island's estuaries are places of great natural beauty.

- Their open expanses provide a needed contrast and scenic relief

from often heavily urbanized shorelands.

- Estuaries provide valuable recreational opportunities and help

support the state's tourist industries.

- Coastal ponds and associated barrier beaches are among the state's

most beautiful and recreationally attractive coastal features.

. Their sandy beaches are heavily used by summertime bathers.

. They provide for diverse recreational experiences including

boating, fishing and shellfishing, bird watching, hunting

and picnicking.

D. The Council finds that Rhode Island's ~~tuaries 'are
integrated ecological systems and that several extend into the neigh-

boring states of Connecticut and h1assachusetts. Planning and management

for these areas will therefore require interstate cooperation and co-

ordination.

E. Amo~g the most distinctive physiographic features of Rhode Island's ocean

shoreline are its 35 coastal ponds.

- The ponds associated with barrier beaches were created thousands

of years ago when longshore currents formed a sand spit between

the headlands of the South Shore and Block Island shorelines.

- Residential development pressure around many of the state's coastal ~.

ponds is growing and will require careful management if the environ-
mental and social amenities the ponds provide are to be preserved.
. On site sewage disposal in the typically porous and sandy

soils surrounding the ponds contributes to or demonstrates
a growing potential for contributing to nutrient '
enrichment of pond waters. In some ponds eutrophication

is already an aesthetic nuisance and an environmental prob-
lem during the summer months.

. Intensive residential development detracts from the natural
beauty of coastal ponds and renders them a less attractive
place near which to live.

- The design and construction of breachways into coastal ponds is of
growing concern to the Council because of their wide ranging im-
pacts on the pond's character and the complexity of the many~issues
involved in their siting.
. The presence and design of a breachway is the prime determinant

of the character of a coastal pond.
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. Breachways subject ponds to tidal fluctuations, changes in

circulation patterns, increased flushing, current velocities
and salinities, any of which can have dramatic effects on the

pond ecosystem.
. Breachways provide connections with the open ocean necessary

to support anadromous fish populations, allow food transfer between
the pond and ocean environments, and allow for the migration
of juvenile fish nurtured in the ponds to the ocean where
their development continues.

. Six Rhode Island coastal ponds have permanently stabilized
breachways and seven others are regularly inundated by sea
water.

. Breachway construction and/or modification always creates
changes in the pond environment, but whether that change is judged

beneficial or detrimental depends on the magnitude of the
change and the intended use of the pond.

. Increased salinity may be desirable for the growth of some
shellfish species, but may attract predators which prey
on other species such as oysters.

. Increased current velocitdes may stir up bottom sediments
and enrich the water column with nutrients. In association

with lowered water temperatures high current ve,j+ocities
stimulate eelgrass growth. A monoculture of eelgrass may have
undesirable envirorimental and/or recreational consequences.

. Increased flushing introduces important ocean nutrients into

a pond while purging it more quic~:ly of pollutants. It
may also, however, flush planktonic organisms including.

fish and shellfish larvae out into the open ocean, reducing
the amount of food available to support life in the ponds
and possibly decreasing the value of the pond as a nursery

for fish and shellfish.
. Breachways through barrier beaches are subject to natural

forces which frequently contribute to f.illing o~ both the

breachway and of the pond to which it leads.
. Periodic dredging is often required to keep these breach-

ways and related channels open to navigation.
. The extent and nature of impacts generated by construction of

breachways are influenced by breachway design and siting.

- Recreational boating is a popular and growing use of the state's
coastal ponds.

.. The ponds provide sheltert-ed anchorages and waters.

. They are near popular open ocean sport fishing grounds.
Boating generates demand for channel and breachway con-
struction and dredging. ~

. Heavy motor boat activity may create environmental problems

in small shallow ponds:
Bottom sediments may be stirred up burying shellfish and

reducing light penetration;
Eelgrass beds may be destroyed by propellor action;
Petroleum residues and antifouling paint may concentrate

in the flesh of shellfish.
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F. Rhode Island's tidal waters and coastal ponds exhibit tremendous

diversity in their natural characteristics, degree of alteration,

and the human activities they can support.

- For management purposes, the Council finds it useful

to look at the Narragansett Bay system as nine

subunits (Figure 1-2).

- Varying amounts of information are available on the natural

and human use patterns of Rhode Island`s tidal wa.ters and

coastal ponds. All available information has beeri compiled

in the Rhode Island Coastal Ecosystem Inventory .
.~ Summaries of the use of the ponds as fish and waterfowl

habitats and for human activities are presented in

Table 1-l.
. The following brief summaries highlight the distinctive

features of the estuarine subunits of Narragansett Bay and

the Pawcatuck River Estuary and Little Narragansett~.y,

TYPE 1: CONSERVATION/LOW INTENSITY USE ESTUARIES

Potowomut River

Description

The Powtowomut River defines the town border between North Kingstown
and Warwick, and drains five Rhode Island communities. The estuary extends 2.2
miles upstream to the Forge Bridge. The River is bordered by woodlands and by

salt marsh, Its major source of freshwater is the Hunt River which is in turn

fed by Frenchtown and Fry Brooks.
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A. Anadromous fish~:
Potowomut to spawn
smelt run used ~o
in recent years.

An alewife population seasonally ascends the
in upper portions of the Hunt River. A remnant

pass through the river but has not been observed

B. Shellfish: The muddy bottom of the Potowomut River supports a vigorous
soft shell clam population and a small oyster bed at the river's mouth.
Small quantities of quaha~g can be found in the river's deeper waters.

C. Water quality: The Potowomut estuary is well flushed and maintains a
SA classification for water even though streams flowing into it have
significantly lower classifications.

Barrington River

Description

The Barrington River flows through the town of Qarrington from the
Massachusetts border south to Tyler Poin~ were it empties into the Warren
River. The 4.5 mile river is bordered by salt marsh for over two-thirds
of its length. Abutting lands in the upper reaches of the River are relatively
undeveloped, while lower portions support high intensity residential develop-
ment. The river's major fresh water source is the Runnin River which drains
portions of East Providence and Pawtucket as well as five Massaehusetts communities.

A. Salt marshes: The Barrington River marshes have been designated coastal
natural areas. Although most of the marshes are in private ownership,
several portions have been formally protected through acquisition by
conservation interests.

Mosquito control program: The town of Barrington is presently imple-
menting an "open water management" program for mosquito control in the

salt marshes. A series of narrow channels are being hand dug across the

marsh to eliminate stagnant pools which are ideal mosquito breeding
grounds. The project is being carefully monitored by the town and the
Coastal Resources Management Council.

B. Bird life: The Barrington River, like all upper Bay estuaries, provides

valuable habitat for wintering waterfowl. Extensive marshes, especially
those surrounding Hundred Acre Cove, are important feeding and breeding

grounds for waterfowl and shorebirds.

C. Anadromous fish: Small shad and alewife populations pass through the Barrington

River to spawn in the upper reaches of the Runnin River and Prince's Pond

respectively.

D. Shellfish: The lower portion of the river south of Massasoit Bridge is

closed to shellfishing due to pollution. One Hundred Acre Cove which

supports vigorous populations of quahaugs, oysters, and soft shell clams

is under intemsive management by the Department of Natural Resources.

Shellfishing i:n this cove is presently closed because of overfishing.
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E. Education and passive recreation: The town of Barrington is enthusiastic
about utilizing the Barrington River as an educational resource. The
local school maintains a small marine laboratory on the lower river and
the town has developed a nature trail in Osamiquin Park.

F. Water quality: The Barrington River generally has excellentwater quality;
however, the River's lower portion (below Massasoit Avenue Bridge) is out
of compliance with its SA classification due to effluents from the Warren
wastewater treatment plant which are carried upstream at high tide.

G. Intergovernmental coordination: Since the Runnin River, the major fresh-
water source for the Barrington River, defines the border between
East Providence, RI, and Seekonk, MA, intergovernment coordination is
essential to maintain the estuary's high water quality and biological
values.

Palmer River

Description

7he Palmer River originates in Massachusetts and flows for less
than two miles between Barrington and Warren to Tyler point where it joins
the Barrington River. The Palmer River is the least developed estuary in
Rhode Island and is nearly entirely surrounded by salt marsh. The watershed
of the Palmer River includes three Massachusetts and two Rhode Island
communities.

A. Salt marshes: The Palmer River marshes have beem designated as a coastal
natural area. The town of Barrington is carrying out an open water
management mosquito control program on its side of the river.

B. Bird life:The Palmer River is extremely valuable to waterfowl,
particularly during the winter when fresh water areas are iced over.

C. Anadromous fish: An alewife population and the state's largest shad
population pass through the Palmer River ~ on their way to
spawning grounds in Massachusetts.

D. Shellfish: The Palmer River supports ab~ndant populations of soft
shelled clams and oysters. Because access to the estuary is limited,
these populations have not suffered from over-exploitation. The lower
portions of the estuary are presently closed to shellfishing because of
polluti~n.

E. Water quality: The Palmer River is classified SA above the Rt.114 bridge.
Belcher Cove and a short reach above upper Grinnell Point are out of com-
pliance with this classification due to upstream transport at high tide
of effluent from the Warren wastewater treatment plant.
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TYPE 2; MULTIPLE USE RECREATION ESTUARIES

Kickamuit River

Description

The Kickamuit River flows through the town of Warren; its;lower half defines
the town line between Warren and Bristol. The tidal portion of the river extends
from the East Warren Dam at Child Street to its mouth at Mount Hope Bay. The
estuary's major fresh water sources are the upper reaches of the Kickamuit River
and Heath Brook. Over one third of ~he Kickamuit estuary is bordered by salt
marshes~and sand beaches border a large portion of the remaining shoreline.

A. Shellfish: Quahaugs, oysters and a few soft shelled clams support a small
recreational shellfishery in the Kickamuit River. A severe heat spell
during the summer of 1975, which resulted in anoxic conditions, and rapid
siltation in the upper reaches of the estuary, have curtailed shellfish
production in recent years. • ~

B. Recreation: The Kickamuit River is primarily used and managed for multi-
ple use recreation. Recreational shellfishing, sportsfishing and boa~ing
as well as many passive recreational activities are popular in and around
the Kickamuit. A number of beaches are maintained by private associations
and individuals.

C. Water quality: Recreational activities are enhanced by the generally
excellent water quality of the river. The River is classified SA in the
tidal portion and A in the non-tidal portion. The mouth of the river is
out of compliance with its water quality classification due to pollution
from Mount Hope Bay.

D. Intergovernmental coordination: The towns of Warren and Bristol are ~ffec-
tively working together in management efforts for the Kickamuit River.

Sakonnet River

Description

The Sakonnet River is the east~rn-most arm of the Narragansett Bay
estuarine system and extends from M~unt Hope Bay to Rhode Island Sound.
Brackish Mount Hope Bay water enters the Sakonnet through the "Pdarrows"
and small amounts of freshwater enter the Sakonnet through Sin and Flesh
Brook and Nonquit Pond which together drain Tiverton and Little Compton,and
several small streams which drain the eastern portions of Aquidneck Island.

The scenic Sakonnet River is bardered by large stretches of rural land,
particularly in Little Compton. Two ponds - Nannaquaket and PJonquit are
found on its eastern shore. The rest of the shoreline is bordered by rock
ledges, cobble and sand beaches, ana a few large marshes.
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A. Salt marshes: The Seapowet and Fogland marshes, on the Sakonnet River's
eastern shore, have been designated as coastal natural areas. Both marshes
are owned by conservation interests.

B. Bird.life: Because the Sakonnet River is relatively undeveloped, bird life
abounds. Gould Island, in the upper river, is one of New England's few
active rookeries for several species of shorebirds including egrets and
herons. Seapowet marsh is another excellent shorebird and waterfowl area
and is used extensively by many species of herons and egrets and hundreds of
sandpipers, Nannaquacket Pond is rich with waterfowl.

C. Anadromous fish and fishery resources: Nonquit Pond in Tiverton supports
a substantial alewife run. Floating fish traps are set along shores of
the Sakonnet; scup is the most important species taken.

D. Shellfish: The upper half of the Sakonnet River is a productive quahaug
ground and is fished commercially. Conchs are fished commercially
throughout the river.

E. Recreation: The Sakonnet River is a scenic resource heavily used for a
multitude of recreational activites including sailing, swimming,
spor~fishing and hunting. Several marinas are clustered in the "Narrows" at
the head of the Sakonnet. Since navigation through the Narrows is difficult,
few boats enter the Sakonnet from Narragansett Bay.

F. Water Quality: The water quality within the Sakonnet River is excellent
and is nearly all classified as SA. Two minor discharges of domestic
sewage enter the Sakonnet from Portsmouth. Polluted waters entering
from Mount Hope Bay cause the northern end of the Sakonnet River to be
out of compliance with its SA classification.

Pettaquamscutt River

Description

The Pettaquamscutt River flows from the Gilbert Stuart Dam to Rhode Island
Sound. Its watershed includes 13.7 square miles in South Kingston, North N:ingsto~rt
and Narragansett. The Pettaquamscutt is fed by the Mettatuxet River by way of
Carr Pond and Gilbert Stuart Stream. The River's tidal prism is small due to the
narrow cross section of its inlet. Flusf~ing rates decrease from the Narrows
to the Upper Basin; flushing time in the River's Ponds may be measured in
years, and its mid-sections in weeks.

tJear its head, the Pettaquamscutt has two cieep ponds (40 to 60 feet) which
are highly scenic and mostly undeveloped. The water within the ponds is strongly
stratified and anoxic conditions prevail near the bottom. The central portion
of the river is narrow and averages about 8 feet in depth. Its shores are ex-
tensively devetoped in residential housing. Pettaquamscutt Cove and the Narrows
make up the lower portion of the river. The Cove averages less than 3 feet in
depth and is surrounded by extensive salt marshes. The Narrows is a shallow
channel connecting Pettaquamscutt Cove to Rhode Island Sound. The channel is
bordered by fringe marshes and shrubby vegetation. ~Both the Cove and the
Narrows are virtually undeveloped.
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A. Salt marshes: There are approximately 250 acres of salt marshes in

the lower river. Large portions of marsh are protected through the
acquisition program of the Audubon Society of Rhode Island.

B. Bird life: The Pettaquamscutt River, and in particular its salt marshes,
are extremely valuable as waterfowl habitat.

C. Finfish: Finfish are plentiful i~ the Pettaquamscutt River; 64 species
have been identified. The greates~ concentrations are found between
Bridgetown aridge and Gilbert Stuart Streams. The river is heavily used
by many species as a nursery ground.

The Pet~aquamscutt River supports a good alewife run. More than one
million adults travel ~pstream to the mouth.of Gilbert Stuart Stream but

on~;~ about 20i of these reach the spawning grounds in Carrs Pond.

D. Shellfish: Blue crabs,which suppart both a recreational and a small
commercial fishery,are found along the entire length of the Pettaquamscutt
River. Quahaugs, mussels and soft shelled clams are also found and the~e

are small but productive oyster ~eds in the upper ponds.

E. Recreation: The Pettaquamscutt ~iver is valued for the multiple recrea-

tional uses it supports. Shellfishing in its shallow waters is as popu-

lar as finfishing from its bridges and from boats. A number of sandy

beaches along the river are maintained by private associations and indi-

viduals. The river supports light boating activity,though virtually all
access points are owned by private concerns. Public access is limited

to one town ramp in the lower basin owned by North Kingstown and one
state owned ramp at Middlebridges Large expanses of undeveloped lands
comprise the upper watershed and surround the lower reaches of the river.

The town of Narragansett has acquired acres of land bordering Petta-

quamscutt Cove and is presently deciding on plans for its use. The

Pettaquamscutt River has extremely valuable scenic qualities and plans
have been made by the state for future scenic overlooks on the river.

F. Residential development: Although the population surrounding the Petta-

quamscutt River increased by 78i from 1957 to 1974, over 41% of the
watershed remains undeveloped. Much of the recent development borders
the mid—river section and most households use septic systems for sewage
disposal. Of the four soil types in the area, only one is suitable for
septic tanks; other soils are limited by excessive slopes, high water
tables or shallow soils.

G. Water quality: The Pettaquamscuitt River is currently in compliance with

its SA classification. However, recent observations indicate that water
quality is deteriorating. The pollution problem is a direct result of
inadequately filtered septic tank effluents draintng into the river and contamin-

ated. run-off. Erosion and sedimentation resulting from clearing and

construction in upland areas has resulted in shoaling and a decrease in the

flushing time in some areas.

H. Intergover~mental Coordination: The towns within the Pettaquamscutt River
watershed are cooperating in the management of this resource. The Tr'u-
Town Narrow River Planning Committee aided by Coastal Management Program
~unds, prepared a comprehensive land use advisory plan for the Petta-
quamscutt watershed.



-25-

TYPE 3: HIGH INTENSITY RECREATION ESTUARIES

Pawcatuck River and Little Narragansett Bay

Description

The River Basin: The Pawcatuck River Basin is the largest in Rhode

Island, draining 2% of the state. Much of the drainage basin is forest and

agricultural lands. The 29 mile river is fed by 159 miles of tributaries

that traverse 8 Rhode Island and 4 Connecticut communities. The four main

tributaries are the ~Jood, Beaver, Queens and Chipuxet Rivers.

The Estuary: The Pawcatuck is formed where the freshwater of the
Pawcatuck River meets the waters of Fishers Island Sound. Bordered by the
town of Stonington, Connecticut to the west and Westerly, Rhode Island to the
east, the estuary extends 6 miles upstream from the mouth of the river to the
remnants of a dam which marks the maximum inland intrusion of saltwater. The
estuarine shoreline is composed of glacial till. There are 2-3 miles of beach
and dune terrain mostly in Rhode Island, and approximately 500 acres of salt
marsh, mostly in Connecticut.

The Bay: Little Narragansett Bay, an area of ap~roximately 2 square
miles, is at the mouth of the Pawcatuck River on the landward side of Napatree
barrier beach. The bay averages 6 feet in depth. A] mile long channel (10
foot control depth~. from Fishers Island Sound to ;Jesterly is
maintained to facilitate boating.

Little Narragansett Bay is generally well flushed (a flushing factor of

33~) with the exception of some of the well sheltered coves such as the "Kitchen"
of Napatree Point.

A. Bird life: Thesa.lt marsh bordering the north side of Little Narragansett
Bay and the Napatree barrier beach both abound in bird life. During the
fall the Point and marshes serve as resting and feeding stops before the
flight across Long Island Sound. Ducks, geese, loons, grebes and others
feed in the surrounding waters both in summer and winter. One hundred
and twenty-five bird species have been sighted on rJapatree.

B. Anadromous fish: The Pawcatuck estuary and Little Narragansett Bay sup-
port a small gill net fishery for smelt,and the best alewife run in the
State.

The Department of PJatural Resources has begun a program to reestablish
shaci and to introduce steelhead trout in the Pawcatuck River.

C. Shellfish: The Pawcatuck used to support a substantial commercial and
recreational shellfishery (scallops, oysters, clams, and mussels).. Pres-
ently the entire estuary is closed to shellfishing due to pollution. With
deterioration of bottom conditions from increased silt and decaying organic
matter, scallops, clams, mussels and qual~ugshave been dying out. The
Bay still supports a breeding population of oysters.
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D. Recreational: Scenic Napatree Beach, is highly valued for recreation.
Most of the barrier is a conservation area regulated by the Watch Hill Fire
District. Vehicles were banned from PJapatree in 1970 and a dune stabilization
project including the use of snow fencing and the construction of boardwalks
is currently underway. Rangers, hired by the Watch fiil~ Fire District, educate
beach users about problems and solutions for maintaining the barrier.

The 9 boatyards and marinas, 4 pu6lic launching areas and facilities in neighboring
towns make the Pawcatuck River es~uary and Little Narragansett Bay one of the
most popular recreational boating areas in the state. The number of boaters
using the area has been steadily increasing and it is not uncommon to see 200-
300 boats anchored along the bayside of Napatree Beach on a summer weekend.
As boating traffic increases there is a demand for more navigation channels,
anchorage basins and marinas. Little Narragansett Bay's capacity for boating
activity has not yet been determined, but there is some local concern that it
has already been surpassed. The Estuary is also heav•ily used for waterfowl
hunting and sportsfishing.

E. Water quality and pollution: Most of the Pawcatuck River estuary and Little
Narragansett Bay are out of compliance with their SB and SA rating. Pollution
is caused by industrial wastes, municipal sewage effluent, and boating.

The garbage and raw sewage contributed by recreational boaters and a few
houseboats anchored in the Bay have caused deterioration of bottom conditions
and are believed to be responsible for the death of many shellfish in the
a rea.

Approximately 250,000 gallons of effluents are discharged into the Pawcatuck
River Basin ~y large industries each day. Municipal treatment plants at
Westerly and the Borough of Pawcatuck in Stonington,Connecticut discharge
primary treated and untreated sewage into the estuary.

F. Interstate cooperation: Through it is essential for an effective manage-
ment proe~ram for the Pawcatuck Estuary and Little Narragansett Bay, very
little interstate communication haas developed concerning the management of
this area. Two planning projects involving the Pawcatuck river basin have
included communities on both sides of the state line, but no joint management
efforts have been initiated.

Warren River

Description

The Warren River begins at the junction of the Barrington and Palmer Rivers
at Tyler Point, then extends approximately 1.7 miles to its mouth in Narragansett
Bay. Brackish w~ter enters this estuary via the Barrington and Palmer River
Estuaries. A lar~e portion of the Warren River is bulkheaded and supports water
dependent industries, 'in particular small s,hipbuilding companies. On the western
shore there are large stretches of fr~nge marsh.
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A. Anda romous fish: The Warren River is traversed by anadromous fish on route
to the Palmer, Barrington and Runnin Rivers. These include the two remain-
ing shad runs in the state and several alewife populations.

B. Shellfish: The entire Warren River is closed to shellfishing due to pol-
lution.

C. Recreation: With at least 3 marinas and boat yards, and a number of ship-
building companies, the Warren River supports intensive boating activity.
During the summer weekends there are often "traffic jams" in upper portions
of the river.

D. Water quality: Virtually all the Warren River is classified SC due to
discharge from the Warren wastewatertreatment plant. At the River's mouth
wastes are sufficiently diluted to classify the river SB. A plan to up-
grade this plant to secondary treatment has been approved and a secondary
plant should be operational by 1~80.

TYPE 4: MULTIPLE USE ESTUA~IES

Central Narragansett Qay

Description

Central Narragansett Bay divides into two passages as it extends southward
from the Providence ~iver to Rhode Island Sound. The Central Bay drains the
Providence, Warren, and Potowomut River Estuaries, Mt. Hope Bay and several smaller
streams which enter the Bay through:Greenwich Bay and Wickford Cove. Central
Narragansett Bay receives waters from.the Narragansett ~ay system'S 1,800 square
mile drainage basin in Rhode Island and Massachusetts.

The Central Bay is relatively deep and navigable nearly throughout. The
average depth in the East Passage is 58 feet, with soundings of more than 100 feet
adjacent to Prudence Island. The West Passage averages 25 feet in depth. A dredged

35 foot channel connects the two passages to the north of Conan.icut Island.

The waters of Narragansett Bay are well mixed. Tidal currents are moderate
and most of the area is well flushed. However, the numerous sheltered embayments
surrounding the Bay such as Mill Gut, Potter Cove, Warwick Cove, Greenwich Cove,
and Allen Harbor are poorly flushed.

Most of the Central~ Bay is surrounded by depositing shores. The shores towards
the mouth of the Bay tend to have more rock and ledge outcrops and sandy beaches
than the upper sections. The western shore is characterized by muddy shelving
shores a~d marshes, while Conan.icut and Aquidneck Islands have cobbly, steeply
sloping beaches. About 13i of the Central Bay's shoreline is bulkheaded or rip-
rapped.

A. Multiple use: Central Narragansett Bay must support a multiplicity of activities.
The upper reaches around Warwick are intensively developed while its lower
reaches retain a rural character. Greenwich Bay and Bristol Harbor support
num erous marinas and are important boating centers3 Newport Narbor is both a



:

fishing port and yachting center and the East Passage is the major ship-

ping channel to the ports of Providence and Fall River. The central

portion of Narragansett Bay must be carefully managed to optimize mul-

tiple uses and minimize conflicts among competing uses.

B. Salt marshes: Salt marshes border 9i of the shore and fringe marshes border

another 20i. Several salt marshes within the Central Bay have been designated

as coastal natural areas includin~ Great Creek Marsh in Jamestown and Mill Gut

in Bristol; other extensive marshes include Byssel Cove, Tibbett's Creek and

Mill Creek in North Y.ingstown,and Marsh Point, Mary's Creek and Baker's Creek

in Warwick.

C. Bird life: During the winter the open waters of the Central Bay are host to

large numbers of waterfowl. Commonly found in waters off Prudence and Hope

Islands are scaup~ scoters, goldeneyes, mergansers, black ducks and Bonaryarte's

or laughing gulls. It is not uncommon to see rafts of waterfowl of a th~ousand

individuals or more. The smaller coves and inlets are frequentty used by

grebes, coots, buffleheads, canvasbacks, and widgeons. There is an important

heron rookery on Hope Island.

D. Anadromous fish and fishery resou~rces: Over 40 species of demersal fish are

found within the Central Bay~winter flounder being by far the most abundant

species. PJumerous species including menhaden, striped bass and bluefish are

seasonally abundant. Anadromous fish, including alewife and remnant shad and

smelt populations, pass through the Central Bay on their way to spawning
grounds in streams and rivers that drain into the Bay.

E. Shellfish: The Central Bay abounds with shellfish. Quahaugs are partic-
cularly abundant with average densities of 100 bushels per acre in productive
areas. ~For the past several years the most productive quahaug ground has been

the area bounded by Conimicut Point and Nayatt Point to the north,and Warwick

Point, Prudence Point and Popasquash Point to the south. The area is closed

to shellfishing after heavy rains. Other prociuctive areas include: Greenwich

Bay, Pine Hill Cove, the unpolluted side of Bristol Harbor and the east side

of the West Passage from Wickford to the Jamestown Bridge. Oysters, which

used to abound within the Bay, are now reduced to remnant populations in

isolated embayments of the Central Bay (Wickford Harbor, Al1en Harbor, Green-

wich Bay, Bristol Harbor and Fox Hill Pond) and are mostly taken by recu-ea-
tional fishermen during the summer months.

F. Recreation: The Central Bay is a focal point for recreation in Rhode Island.

The Bay's proximity to most of the state's population, its numerous islands,
coves and inlets and its abundant fish and wildlife populations make it a
haven for recreational pursuits. The open expanse.s of the Bay offer some of

the finest boating in Rhode Island. Boating activity, marinas and boat yards
are concentrated within Greenwi.ch Bay, Bullock Cove and Newport, Wickford and
Bristol Harbors.

The Central Bay's shoreline does not have especially good bathing beaches,

although several pocket beaches exist. Many sections of the shore are
heavily utilized for surf fishing and shellfishing while other points pro-
vide good picnic areas. The development of a Bay Island Park System ~(See
Section 4.7) would further enhance the recreational value of the Central Bay.
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G. Shipping and Navigation: The East Passage is the major shipping channel
from Rhode Island Sound to the Ports of Providence and Fall River. Because
both ports primarily handle petroleum products, large numbers of oil tankers
pass through the channel. Conflicts between cargo ships and recreational
boaters are sometimes a problem.

H. Water quality: 4Jater quality within Central Narragansett Bay is generally
very good SA) but some areas, mostly sheltered embayments, have pollution
problems. The upper part of the Central Bay is classified SB because of
polluted waters that enter from the Providence River. Newport, Bristol
and Quonset Point all receive discharges from municipal sewage treatment
plants and are classified SC. Effluent discharges from pleasure craft
have resulted in a SB classification for Potter Cove, and parts of Green-
wich Bay. Industrial discharges enter the Central Bay directly in only
a few places.

I. Future development: Large tracts of recently surplused Navy land sur-
round Central Narragansett Bay. At a time when most of Rhode Island's
coastline is already pre empted by existing uses the sudden availability
of large blocks of uncommitted real estate presents numerous opportunities.
Pressure for residential development surrounding Central Narragansett Bay
is focused around sheltered bays, coves and rivers, particularly Greenwich
Cove and Newport Harbor.

Mt. Hope Bay

Description

Mt. Hope Qay is a partially mixed estuary at the mouth of the Taunton River
on the Rhode Island/Massachusetts border. Its drainage area totals 547 square
miles and includes the watersheds of the f:ickamuit, Cole, Lee and Taunton Rivers
and the Watuppa Pond area. Although 900 of the drainage area lies within Mas•sa-
chusetts about two-thirds of the Qay is within Rhode Island. The fresh water
inflow varies seasonally but averages 38 million cubic feet per tidal cycle.
The ratio of tidal volume to freshwater inflow is large, varying from 28:1 to
106:1. Water leaving the Bay flows primarily under the Mt. Hope Bridge;only
30% enters the Sakonnet River. Mt. liope Bay is well flushed, the flushing rate
has been estimated to be about 5 tidal cycles.

Water depths in P1t. Hope Qay average 17 feet and 70i is less than 15 feet.
Two chanmels dredged to 35 foot depths traverse Mt. Hope Bay, one leading to
Tiverton and the other to Fall River.

Part of the shoreline surrounding P1t. Hope Bay is heavily developed. There
is a power plant at Brayton Point and numerous oil terminals in Tiverton and Fall
River. The Bay's western shore is much less developed.

A. Fishery resources: Fish eggs and larvae are extremely abundant in Mt. Hope
Qay; in the peak month of June,eggs average 100/m3, compared to an average
20/~3 in central PJarragansett Qay.

B. Shellfish: Although considered a productive quahaug ground, pollution levels
have closed all of Mt. Hope Qay to shellfishing.
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C. Recreational opportunities: Mt. Hope Qay is extensively used for hunting,
boating, and sportsfishing.

D. Shipping and navigation: Ships, mostly oil tankers (90-95~ of all commerce)
pass through P1t. Hope Bay on their way to extensive petroleum storage facil-
ities (over 4,000,000 barrels) in Tiverton and Fall River. As the trend to
larger tankers grows, the 35 foot deep channels within Mt. Hope Bay become
increasingly inadequate. The Corps of Engineers has initiated a project to
dredge the Mt. Hope Bay shipping channel to a 40 foot depth to Tiverton and
then North to the Braga Bridge iin Massachusetts. A draft environmental im-
pact statement has been issued, but a suitable dump site for the spoil has
not been found.

E. Water quality: Water quality in Mt. Hope Bay is generally poor. On the
Rhode Island side,water quality ratings are SD,SC and SB.

. The Massach~usetts side is rated SC and SB. The differences
in ratings are due to differences in the criteria by which the ratings are
defined.

Mt. Hope Bay suffers from multi~le sources of pollution, most of which
originate in Massachusetts. The Fall River combined storm runoff and sewage
system, whoch operates at a primary treatment level, introduces 15 to 20
m~llion gallons of effluent per day plus an undetermined amount of raw se•w-
age from ov~rflow outfalls into the Taunton River: The Taunton River also
receives bacterial, and high oxygen demand wastes, heavy metals and toxic
chemicals from industries in Taunton, Fall River, PJorton and other munici-
palities. The Quequechan River and Lees River into which the New England
Power Company at Brayton Point releases about 800 million gallons of heated
effluent per day are also major pollution sources.

TYPE 5: URBAN ESTUARIES

Providence River

Description

The Providence River is formed by the confluence of the ~Joonasquatucket and
MoshassuckRivers. As the river flows south towards PJarragansett Qay, it is
joined by the Seekonk River and, near its mouth, the Pawtuxet River. The drainage
area for the Providence River and its tributaries includes 11 communities in
Rhode Island and 19 communities in Massachusetts. Most of the state's industry
is found within the Providence River drainage basin. The combined freshwater

flow of the Woonasquatucket and Moshassuck River into the estuary varies seasonally
but averages 100 cubic feet per second (cfs). The Pawtuxet River contributes
an average of 393 cfs of freshwater., The saltwater' to freshwater ratio in
the Providence River is large, but the river develops a halocline in the spring
and a thermocline in the summer. Water circulation patterns~n the

Providence River are often dominated by the wind.

The Providence River is traversed by a 40 foot dredged channel which runs
from upper Narragansett Bay to Providence Harbor. The shoreline surrounding the
upper River is nearly all bulkheaded, but below Pawtucket Cove and Sabin Point
the River is borderedby marshes and sand beaches.
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A. Salt marshes: The Providence River was once nearly completely surrounded
by salt marshes. The few remaining salt marshes are highly productive and
have comparable ecological values to the less disturbed marshes in lower
Narragansett Bay.

B. Bird life: Although severely polluted, the Providence retains its typical
estuarine values for birds and waterfowl. The shallows and mudflats around
and within Watchemoket Cove are particularly important habitat for shore
b i rds .

C. Shellfish: The Providence River contains extensive beds of large quahaugs;
densities are conservatively estimated at 150 bushels per acre and a density
of 300 bushels per acre may be found in some places. Because the Providence
River is heavily polluted it is closed to all sheltfishing.

D. Finfish: Bluefish, menhaden, fish eggs, and larvae are returning to the
Providence River.

E. Recreation: India Point Park is a valuable recreational resource for the city
of Providence.

F. Sf~ipping and navigation: A 40 foot dredged channel connects upper Narragan-
sett Bay to Providence Harbor. Several berths within the port urgently re-
quire maintenance dredging to 40 feet; however, the location of suitable
dredged material disposal sites has prevented any dredging in recent years.
The Port of Providence is thefourth largest in New England and contributes
substantially to Rhode Island's economy. The port handles large volumes of
petr~lPum products,

G. Industrial and commercial development: The shores of the Providence River
are heavily urbanized. Land uses are predominately ~reemptive. A hum be r of
the facilities lining the waterfront are deteriorating and/or abandoned.
Renewal and redevelopment of these areas must receive high priority attention.

H. Water quality: Water quality within the Providence River is severely de-
graded. The upper Providence River is out of compliance with its SC class-
ification and the water in downtown Providence is class SD. Providence's
combiroed storm runoff and sewage system, which is operating at a primary
treatment level, introduces 60 million gallons per day (MGD) of effluent to
the River; an undetermined amount of raw sewage flows directly into the
River at times of heavy rainfall. A ptan to upgrade the plant should be
completed in 1978. During the summer, dissolved oxygen concentrations in
the Providence River fall very low and during some nights the upper River
becomes anoxic. Providence Harbor sediments are viscous, highly organic,
and are contaminated with petroleum hydrocarbons and heavy metals. The lower
reach of the Pawtucket River is class D where it joins the Lower Providence
River, but is not in compliance with this classification and is a nuisance
condition. The application of advanced wastewater treatment should upgrade
the River to ctass C.

Seekonk River

Description

The Seekonk River is the tidal portion of the Bl~ackstone River. It begins



-32-

below the Main Street Dam in Pawtucket and extends approximately 4.8 miles south

to the Providence River. The major freshwater contributors to the Seekonk River

are the Blackstone and Ten Mile P~ivers. The Blackstone River, whose tributaries

originate in central Massachusetts, flows through the urbanized northern reaches

of Rhode Island draining 15i of the state and contributing an average of 1.,000

cfs of fresh water to the Seekonk River. The Ten Mile River, which drains 3

municipalities in Massachusetts, joins the Seekonk through Omega Pond. The Ten

Mile River has an average flow of 50 cfs. There are'1~ dams on the last 18.4

miles of the Blackstone River and II dams on the last 7.5 miles of the Ten Mile

River.

The Seekonk River is shallow and extensive mudflats are found in its ~pper

reaches. A dredged channel (16 feet at the mouth, 9 feet at the head) traverses

the River. The shoreline is heavily developed and bulkheaded throughout.

Management Concerns

A. Birdlife: Although heavily developed, the Seekonk River provides important

habitat fo~ birds.

B. Shellfish: There is no information of the shellfish resources of the Seekonk

River. The entire area is closed to shellfishing by pollution.

C. Recreation: There is considerable waterfowl hunting in the Seekonk River.

D. Water quality: The Seekonk River is classified SC and is presently in

compliance with this classification. The principal sources of pollution

are the Blackstone Valley District Commission's secondary treatment plant

at Bucklin Point which services Cunt~rland, Lincoln, Central Falls and

Pawtucket, the City of Pawtucket's combined sewer overflows, the inflows

of polluted water from the Blackstone and Ten Mile Rivers, and surface

runo~f from oil storage terminals. The Blackstone Riv~r is classified

C where st forms the Seekonk River Estuary. The Ten Mile River, which

receives discharges from numerous industrial sources, mostly jewelry and

metal plating plants, brings toxic heavy metals into the Seekonk River.

G. The diversity in both natural characteristics and patterns of human use of
Rhode Island'stidal waters and coastal ponds is an important resour.ce.
This diversity must be maintained through the adoption of management priorities

which give particular attention to their distinctive characteristics. The
Council therefore, finds it useful to categorize the state's coastal w~ters and
designate use priorities for each category:

TYPE l: CONSERVATION/LOW INTENSITY USE TIDAL WATERS AND COASTAL PONDS

- The Council finds that the Potowomut River, Barrington River and

Palmer River estuaries and th~ coastal ponds designated Type 1 in

Table 1-1 are of great value to the state of Rhode Island because

are relatively undisturbed and maintain their full natural values.

The following uses are compatible with maintenance of these values
are designated as highest priority:

. conservation

. wildlife management

. public recreation/parks

. education & research

. preservation of open space and aesthetic values

they

and
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- The Council finds the following uses to have the potential to disrupt or

destroy the primary value of theseestuaries and coastal ponds and therefore

designates the following uses to be of low priority:

. Industrial development ~

. Sewage disposal and storm water runoff

. Oeposition of fill

. Extensive grading or excavation

. Installation of cables and pipelines
, Storage and transport of hazardous materials
. Dredging

TYPE 2: MULTIPLE USE RECREATION TIDAL WATERS AND COASTAL PONDS

- The Council finds that the Kickamuit River, Sakonnet River, and
Pettaquamscutt River and the coastal ponds designated Type 2 in
Table 1-1 are extremely valuable to the state of Rhode Island
for the multiple recreational uses they support.

- The Council finds.the following uses are supportive and/or
compatible with the maintenance of these values and designates
them of highest priority:
. Recreational fishing (including shellfishing)
. Public recreation and parks
. Wildlife management and hunting
. Preservation of open space and aesthetic values
. Education and research

- The Council finds that the maintenance of these multiple recreational
uses is of highest priority.

- The following uses have the potential to disrupt or destroy the
primary value of these estuaries and coastal ponds,The Council~
therefore, designates them low priority.
. Industrial development
. Deposition of fill
. Discharge of domestic and industrial sewage
. Extensive gradings or excavation
. Storage or transport of hazardous materials
. Any activity that threatens to disrupt recreational activities

TYPE 3: HIGH INTENSITY RECREATION ESTUARIES

- The Council finds that the Pawcatuck River Estuary and Little
Narragansett Bay and the Warren River are extremely important
to the state of Rhode Island for the high intensity recreational
activities they support.

- The Council finds the following uses are supportive and/or compatible
with high intensity recreational use and designates them of high

~ priority:
. Recreational boating
. Public Access
. Maintenance and improvement of existing marinas and boatyards
. Hunting and sportfishing
. Wildlife management

- The Council finds that uses which interfere
with the high priority uses stated above or the ecological integrity
of these estuaries to be of low priority.
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TYPE 4: MULTIPLE USE TIDAL WATERS

- The Council finds that Central Narragansett Bay, Mt. Hope Bay,
and Rhode Island and Block Island Sounds are extremely valuable to the
people of Rhode Island for the large number of diverse uses they
supp~rt. These uses include:
. Shipping and navigation
. Recreational boating
. Bathing
. Commercial and sport fishing
. Passive recreation
. Education and research
. Wildlife observation and management
. Commercial, industrial and residential development
. Preservation of opem space and aesthetic values

. Hunting and fishing

. Pubtic Recreation and Parks

. The Council finds that the maintenance of mu.ltiple uses in these

tidal waters is of the highest priority.

TYPE 5: URBAN ESTUARIES

- The Council recognizes that the Providence River and Seekon~
River estuaries are extremely valuable to the state's economy

because of the commercial and industrial uses they support.
These estuaries are also valuable recreational resources for
the densely populated regions of upper Narragansett Bay.

- The Council finds the following uses are supportive and/or
compatible with these values and designates them of high priority.
. Shipping and navigation
. Port development and maintenance
. Shoreline depend errt commerce and industry
. Restoration of water quality
. Maintenance and expansion of appropriate recreational

opportunities

- Activities which significantly interfere with the above stated uses
or would further degrade water quality are found to be of lowest
priority.

~7
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POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. DefinNtions:

1. Tidal waters and coastal ponds shall include the following waterbodies:
a. Rhode Island and Block Island Sounds
b. Estuaries
c. Coastal ponds

2, pevelopments and operations shall include for all Council permitting
purposes any use and/or alteration of and/or activity in, under
or over the state's tidal waters and coastal ponds except for
navigation, fishing and/or fisheries management.

B. The Councit finds the preservation and protection of tidal waters and

coastal ponds to be a high priority.

C. Alteration of tidal waters and coastal ~onds; general permit requirements
and requlations:

l. Any person, firm or governmental agency proposing any development
o~ operation within, above or beneath Rhode Island's tidal waters
and coastal ponds as defined above extending out to the limit of the
state's jurisdiction in the territorial sea shall first obtain a
Council permit.

Applicants for such a permit shall demonstrate by a fair preponderance
of evidence that the proposed development or operation will not:

a. Conflict with any applicable Council Policy or Regulation;
b. Make any area unsuitable for any uses or activities to

which it is allocated by such Policies and Regulations;
c, Significantly damage the environment of the coastal region.

2. In evaluating the probable impact of proposed actions upon tidal waters
and coastal ponds pursuant to 1, above, Counci~l concerns shall include,
but may not be limited to:

a. Alteration of circulation and flushing patterns;
b. Alteration of sediment deposition patterns;
c. Effects on biological communities, including vegetation, shell-

fish and finfish resources, and wildlife habitat;
d. Effects on aesthetic and/or recreational value;
e. Degradation of water quality;
f. Restriction of public access to and along the shore;
g. Erosion and flood hazards;
h. Alterations in runoff patterns.

3. Where required demonstr~tions as set forth under 1 and 2, above~cannot
be or are not made~the Council shall require appropriate modifications to
or shall deny the application in question.

D. Alteration of tidal waters and coastal ponds; specific permit requirements
and requlations:.____---
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Alteration of conservation~low intensity use estuaries and coastal
ponds: - -- ----

a. The following uses or activities shall require a Councid~
permit pursuant to C. l, above and shall be permitted
only upon demonstration that a bona fide benefit to the
public welfare will result and further that no reasonable
alternative exists:

(1) Industrial development;
(2) Sewage disposal and storm water runoff;
(3) Depo~sition of fill;
(4) Extensive grading or excavation;
(5) Installation of cables and pipelines;
(6) Storage and transport of hazardous materials;
(7) Dredging.

b. Such permits shall further be subject to general permit
requirements set forth under C.l and 2, above.

2. Alteration of multiple use recreation estuaries and coastal ponds:
a. The following uses or activities shall require a Council

permit pursuant to C. l, above and shall be permitted only
upon demonstration that a bona fide benefit to the publiic
welfare will result and further that no reasonable
alternative exists:

(1) Industrial development
(2) Deposition of fill
(3) Discharge of d omestic, municipal and industrial

sewage
(4) Extensive grading or excavation
(5) Storage or transport of hazardous materials
(6) Any activity disruptive of recreational use

b. Such permits shalt further be subject to general permit
requirements set forth under C.l, and 2, above.

3. Siting, construction, alteration and/or maintenance of breachways:
a. The siting, construction, alteration and/or maintenance

of any breachway into a coastal pond whether of a temporary
or permanent nature shall require a Council permit pursuant
to C.l, above.

b. Applicants for such a permit shall demonstrate by a fair
preponderance of evidence that the proposed action(s),
particularly as these relate to the width, depth, shape and
orientation of the proposed breachway to longshore current
patterns, will have no significant adverse environmental
impacts(s) on the coastal pond or any beach, wetland or other
natural system contiguous thereto.

c. In evaluating such evidence Council concerns shall incl'ude,
in addition to those generally applicable concerns listed
under C.l and 2, above,the following:

(l:} The impact~ of resulti:ng boati~ng activity on:
(a) Turbidity;
(b) Release of petroleum or antifouling residues;
(c) Noise;
(d) Dredging requirements;
(e) Destruction of eelgrass beds.
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d, The Council may permit temporary breaching of coastal ponds

where necessary to maintain anadromous fish runs and reduce

flooding of adjacent areas upon demonstration that no

significant adverse environmental impact shall result.

4. Alteration of tributary water bodies:

a. Persons, firms or governmental ager~cies proposing any activity

affecting or alteration of any tributary to a tidal water

body or coastal pond shall provide the Council timely notification

of such proposals including most particularly:

(1) Stream channelization;

(2) Dam implacement or remova~;

(3) Other flood control measures;

(4) Sewage discharges;
(5) Devegetation of stream banks.

b. Notification shall be in writing and shall be submitted at

least 120 days prior to initiation of the proposed action.

Notification shall describe in word~ and or maps the location,

nature, size and duration of the action, proposed environmental

safeguards and any other information the Council may

subsequently request.
c. Where, on the basis of information presented to it in the

above notification or by any othen source, the Council finds

a reasonable probability that significant changes in the

volume and/or quality of fresh water flowing into a tidal

water body or coastal pond will result from the proposed

action, it shall require that a Council permit first be

obtained.
d. Such permits shall further be subject to general permit

requirements set forth under C.l and 2, above.

5. Alteration of salinity and water volume:
a. The siting, construction and or alteration of causeways or

bridges over; hurricane or other storm/flood barriers in;

the dredging and/or filling of; the withdrawal, or diversion

of water from; and/or the discharge of water into any tidal

water body or coastal pond shall require a Council permit

pursuant to C.1, above.
b. Applicants for such permits shall demonstrate by a fair

preponderance of evidence that the proposed action(.$) will

not have significant adverse impacts on the affected water body

or pond, particularly as these relate to alterations of the

fresh to salt water ratio.
c. Such permits shall further be subject to general permit

requirements set forth under C.1 and 2, above.
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SECTION 1.2: SHORELINE SYSTEMS

FINDINGS:

A. Where tidal waters meet the land a great variety of geologic forms
have evolved.

- Along the open ocean are wide sandy beaches, steep cobble
beaches and seacliffs.

- In estuaries and coastal ponds a wide variety of low bluffs,
sandy to muddy shores and coastal wetlands are found.

B. All shoreline systems are dynamic and change their shape and character
in response to storms, currents, human modifications and the gradual
rise in sea level.

- Some ten thousand years ago, during the last glaciation.,Rhode
Island's ocean shore was several miles seaward of its
present position. Sea level has since been rising, though
at varying rates, causing the shore to retreat inland.

. The present rate of sea level rise is small, about one
foot each century. A foot of vertical rise, however,
accounts for an inland retreat of some 30 feet along
many sand beaches.

- The gradual movement of the shoreline can be temporarily
delayed by building walls and dumping fill, but it must be
recognized that a slowly retreating shoreline is a reality
that must be accommodated in coastal plans.

- Dramatic changes to the coastline may occur in a few hours
during a major storm or in a few years in areas of rapid
erosion. Erosion and flood prone areas are discussed
separately in Sections 1.3 and 1.4.

1.2.1 BEACHES

DEFINITIONS:

Beach: Beaches are coastal physiographic features composed of unconsolidated
sediments (mud, sand, gravel, cobble, etc.) and shaped by the forces of
winds and waves. The lower reaches of beaches are regularly inundated, tMe
upper portions may be vegetated with plants similar to those found on dunes.
The inland boundary of a beach is characterized by a change in sediment type
and/or slope (for example, the base of a cliff or bluff, a dune or a man
made feature).
FINDIN6S:
A. Beaches are dynamic, flexible features.

- The character of a beach is determined primarily by the particle
size of the sediment, wave and current action, slope and the
organic and water content of the sediment. Any activity which
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alters one or more of these parameters will significantly

change the character of the beach as a whole.

- Sandy beaches usually undergo seasonal changes in profile.

The beach is usually broad and flat when waves are small

(usually in the summer) and steep and narrow when large
waves move sediments off the shore to form bars (usually in
the winter).

B. Beaches are maintained by sediments from many sources. It is frequently

difficult to establish the source of sediments for an individual beach.

- The major potential sources of sediment include: the erosion
of headlands, terrestrial sediments borne by streams and rivers,
and marine sediments transported by waves and currents.

- Shoreline protection facilities, breakwaters and inland dams
may significantly alter the supply of sediment to beaches.

C. Beaches are unsuitable sites for permanent structures since they are
unstable, dynamic features and are prone to flooding. Structures may
also interrupt the flow of sediments along a beach causing deposition
on one side of the structure and erosion on the other.

D. Many beaches are of great recreational value. The large sand beaches
of the South Shore are heavily used for swimming, fishing and walking.
Maintaining public access to beaches is a critical concern.

1.2.2 BARRIER BEACHES AND SAND DUNES

DEFINITIONS:

A. Barrier Beaches: Barrier beaches are narrow strips of land made of
unco.nsolidated material extending roughly parallel to the general
coastal trend and separated from the mainland by a relatively narrow
body of fresh, brackish or saltwater or a wetland. (Maps defining
areas subject to regulation as barrier beaches are on file with the
Office of Secretary of State). Lateral limits of barrier beaches are
defined as the point at which unconsolidated sand or cobble abut rock,
glacial till or other sediments unrelated to deposits made by wind or
waves. Beaches and coastal wetlands (see Sections 1.2.1 and 1.2.4)
a~e found along the borders of the barrier beaches.
The Coastal Resources Management Council has found it necessary to
assign all barrier beaches to one of two categories as follows:

Altered or Developed Barrier Beaches

- Atlantic Beach, Westerly
- Central Beach, Charlestown
- East Beach (west of Ninigret Conservation Area), Charlestown
- Charlestown Beach, Charlestown
- Green Hill Beach, South Kingstown
- East Matunuck-Jerusalem Beach, South Kingstown-Narragansett
- Roger Wheeler Beach (Sand Hill Cove), Narragansett
- Narragansett Beach, Narragansett
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- Bonnet Shores Beach, Narragansett
- Mackerel Cove Beach, Jamestown
- Hazard's Beach, Newport
- Bailey's Beach, Newport
- First (Easton's) Beach, Newport
- Second (Sachuest) Beach, Middletown
- Third Beach, Middletown
- Tunipus (South Shore) Beach, Little Compton
- Crescent Beach, New Shoreham
- Coast Guard Beach, New Shoreham

2. Undeveloped Barrier Beaches

- Napatree Beach, Westerly
- Maschaug Beach, Westerly
- Quonochontaug Beach, Westerly-Charlestown
- East Beach (Ninigret Conservation Area to breachway), Charlestown

- Moonstone Beach, South Kingstown
- Browning Beach, South Kingstown
- Watchhouse Pond Beach, Little Compton
- Long Pond Beach, Little Compton
- Round Pond Beach, Little Compton
- Briggs Beach, Little Compton
- Ship Pond Cove, Little Compton
- Round Meadow Pond Beach, Little Compton
- ~uicksand Beach, Little Compton
- Sandy Point, New Shoreham
- West Beach, New Shoreham

B. Sand Dune: A sand dune (dune field) is an elevated accumulation of sand

formed by wind action and normally following the general coastal trend

immediately inland of an unvegetated beach. The seaward limit of the

dune is defined as: (1) the furthest seaward point where a noticeable

sustained' increase in general topographic stope begins, or (2) the

furthest seaward extent of rooted vegetation in the immediate area, or

(3) fifteen (15) feet seaward of the maximum elevated portion of the

dune, whichever is further seaward. The inland limit of the dune shall

be defined as: (1) the furthest inland point where a noticeable

sustained increase in general topographic slope beings, or (2) fifty

~50) feet inland of the maximum elevated portion of the dune, which-

ever is further inland.

Where a dune thus defined is interrupted by natural or man-made breaks,

wash overs or blowouts, its seaward and inland limits shall be con-

sidered to follow lines extending between the furthest seaward and

inland lomits of the dune on.one or both sides and following the

general coastal trend.

All major dunes (dune fields) are on barrier beaches.

C. Barrier Wetland: Any coastal wetland, freshwater wetland, marsh, swamp

or bog; or any combination thereof, provided same is part of a

designated barrier beach.



-41-

FINDINGS:

A. Rhode Island's barrier beaches, their associated sand dunes, wetlands
and salt ponds are a limited and valuable natural resource in need of
protection and careful management.

- The barrier beach system is a very delicate one, yet in an
undisturbed state is a public asset of the greatest value.

- Approximately 65 percent of Rhode Island's 27.3 miles of barrier
beach are undeveloped. The recreational opportunities and
uniquely beautiful open space they provide are of immediate
and growing benefit in an increasingly developed region.

- The state's barrier beaches are more heavily used each year
as residential development pressure increases.

B. Barrier beaches are complex and sensitive natural systems. Some uses
cause detrimental affects far beyond the immediate site.

- The barriers are composed of unconsolidated materials and are
dynamic features which are continually altered by the actions
of wind and ocean.

- They are migrating gradually inland in response to a rising sea
level.

- As the most seaward landform along much of the state's ocean
shoreline barrier beaches are exposed to the full force of
ocean storms and hurricanes.

C. Barrier beaches have proved particularly ill suited to human occupation.

- Twice in the recent past (1938 and t954) Rhode Island's barrier
beaches have been subjected to severe hurricane damage.

- Hundreds of lives have been lost and hundreds of millions of
dollars in property damage has been sustained.

- Debris from wave shattered structures has been swept inland on
flood waters to cause additional destruction to low-lying
mainland areas, endangering more lives, increasing property
damage and complicating cleanup efforts.

D. Barrier beaches serve as natural storm buffers which protect the lands
and' waters beh i nd them.

- The barriers are most effective as storm buffers when their
dunes are well developed and protected from wind erosion.

- The height and stability of dunes is maintained naturally by
beachgrass which traps and anchors wind blown sand.
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- Beachgrass is an extremely hardy plant, but is intolerant of
trampling or disturbance.

- Where beachgrass has been destroyed unstabilized sand is
exposed to wind erosion and the integrity of the barrier beach
as a storm buffer is compromised.

- The consequence of dune erosion is increased inland flooding
and wave damage during storms, the disruption of the salt
pond and wetlands and/or the acceleration of the shoreward
migration of the barrier.

1.2.3 CLIFFS, LEDGES AND BLUFFS

nFFiNiTintic•

Cliffs and ledges are composed of consolidated rock; bluffs are composed of
unconsolidated materials, usually g1acial till. Cliffs and bluffs are
steep landforms, ledges are not. As coastal physiographic features, clif~s,
ledges and bluffs abut tidal waters or beaches, coastal wetlands, barrier
beaches, or shoreline protection features.

FINDINGS:

A. Bluffs, cliffs and ledges are erosional features.

- The principal erosional forces that have shaped and continue
to modify coastal cliffs and bluffs are waves, tidal currents,
the wind and surface runoff.

- Factors that affect the ability of a cliff or bluff to with-
stand erosion include its composition (rock or soil type), slope,
stratigraphy~ height, exposure, vegetative cover and the arr~unt
of human disturbance it must withstand. Since bluffs are co~-
posed of unconsolidated sediments, primarily glacial tills,
they erode more rapidly than cliffs. Exposed bluffs have been
known to recede as much as 30 feet in a single storm.

B. Bluffs and cliffs present severe constraints to human use.

- Structures on the face of a cliff or bluff, or close to a cliff
of bluff top, may increase the feature's susceptibility to
erosion through weight loading and alteration of runoff patterns.

- Activities such as climbing may significantly increase the erosion
or bluffs and of cliffs composed of soft rock.

C. Cliffs, bluffs and ledges have significant values in the maintenance of
coastal ecosystems.

- Eroding coastal bluffs may provide an important source of sand
to nearby beaches.

- The rock pools associated with many ledges are unusual habitats
of great beauty.
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- The dense growth of seaweed found at the base of many cliffs and
ledges may contribute significantly to the overall productivity
of coastal waters.

- Because they are inaccessible to man and other predators, some
cliffs and bluffs provide important nesting sites for several
species of bi rds.

D. Cliffs and bluffs are frequently features of dramatic beauty.

- Many of the state's most popular scenic overlooks are associated
with cliffs and bluffs. More than 300,000 people visit
Newport~s cli.ff walk each year

- Because of their scenic values and/or their historic importance,
seven coastal cliffs and one bluff have been designated as
coastal natural areas. These areas are: Bonnet Point, Beavertail
Point, Fort Wetherill, Ocean Drive, Cliff Walk, Purgatory Chasm,
Sakonnet Point and Mohegan Bluffs.

1.2.4 COASTAL WETLANDS

DEFINITION:

Coastal wetlands include all marshes bordering on the tidal waters of this
state, whether or not the tidal waters reach the littoral areas through
natural or artificial water courses, and such uplands directly associated and
contiguous thereto which are necessary to preserve the integrity of such
marsh. Marshes include those areas upon which grow one or more of
the following: Smooth cordgrass (Spartina alterniflora), salt meadow grass
(Spartina patens), spike grass (Distichlis spicata , black rush (Juncus gerardi~,
saltworts Salicornia spp.), sea lavender Limonium carolinianum salt marsh
bulrushes (Scirpus spp.), high-tide bush (Iva frutescensT tall reed (Phragmites
communis), tall cordgrass (Spartina pectinata broadleaf cattail (Typha
latifolia), narrowleaf cattail Typha angustifolia), spike rush (~l~ocharis
rostellata), chairmaker's rush (Spirpus arrer.icana , creeping bentgrass Agrostis
palustris , sweet grass (Hierochloe odorata , and wild rye (Elymus virginicus .

FINDINGS:

A. Salt marshes are flexible features that change an shape as sealevel
rises; the salinity of the surface water primarily controls the plant
species present. No set of maps can be entirely accurate since the
borders of many coastal wetlands shift from year to year.

B. The biological values of coastal wetlands are well known.

- They provide food and shelter for an abundance of juvenile fish
and are an important nursery for many fish and shellfish species.

- Coastal wet~ands yield large crops of grasses that when they
decay provide detritus that is an important food source both
within the wetland and in coastal waters. The export of nutrients
from coastal wetlandsis significant in maintaining the high
productivity of estuarine and coastal waters.
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- The mud flats and creeks associated with many coastal wetlands
are rich in shellfish, particularly soft shelled clams.

- Coastal wetlands also provide essential habitat for a wealth of
shorebirds and waterfowl.

C. Coastal wetlands provide a buffer between open water and the shoreline
and can be effective in retarding erosion along unconsolidated shorelines.

D. Goastal w~tlands, and the wealth of wildlife they support, are important
aesthetic assets.

E. Much of t~e original acreage of coastal wetlands in Rhode Island has
been destroyed, and the pressures to fill coastal wetlands continue.

- Downtown Providence, much of Quonset and many other low lying
coastal communities are built on what was once coastal wetland.
We do not know haN much coastal wetland has been destroyed by
development but some 10 percent of our larger coastal wetlands
(40 acres or more) were filled between 1955 and Ag64.

- Since coastal wetlands are found in sheltered waters, they
frequently coincide with attractive sites for marinas and water-
front homes. Most of the salt wetlands that remain are smal~,
and when viewed in isolation, many appear to be of insignificant
value. The pressures to fill in or otherwise alter coastal
wetlands therefore remain.

F. The Council recognizes that in some instances it will be necessary to
alter some coastal wetland~,and conversly that it may at times have

the opportunity to offer addiitonal protection to certain wetlands. The

Council has, therefore, sponsored research to investigate the feasibility
of rating the relative values of individual coastal wetlands. Data

were collected over two years in ten Rhode Island coastal wetlands,

varying widely in size and in various settings including dense urban

developments and isolated wildlife preserves. Sampling included the

standing crop of grasses, the density of grass shoots, seed production,
fish population, and the abundance of grass shrimp, fiddler crabs,
insects and birds. If all the variables are given equal weight the

large variability in all parameters make it virtually impossible to

separate ~oastal wetlands into different categories. The study also

shows that there is little if any correlation between the perceived

aesthetic value of a coastal wetland and its ecological characteristics.

The Council finds, therefore, that all coastal wetlands must be
considered to be of comparable value.

G. The Council recognizes that land uses and activities abutting coastal

wetlands may have a strong impact upon the wetland itself. Nearby

drainage patterns which affect siltation and the salinity of waters

may easily be altered with detrimental effects. Wildlife must be

protected from harassment. Bulkheading and filling along the inl,and

perimeter of a marsh prevents further inland migration of wetland vege-

tation as sea level rises.
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POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. Definitions:

1. Shoreline Systems shall include the following categories of
area or feature:

a. Beaches and barrier beaches
b. Cliffs, ledges and bluffs
c. Coastal wetlands I
d. Sand dunes ',
e. All directly associated areas contiguous to and necessary

to preserve the integrity of such areas and features.

2. Directly associated and contiguous areas shall include atl
lands and waters contiguous to and extending at least two
hundred (200) feet inland from the most inland border of any
shoreline system.,as cited in l.a-d, above.

3. Activities and land uses shall include for all Council permitting
purposes any use and/or alteration of and/or activity in or
involving any shoreline system.

B. The Council finds the preservation and protecti'on of shoreline systems
to be a high priority.

C. Alteration of shoreline systems; general permit requirements and regulations:

1. Any person, firm or governmental agency proposing to locate,

construct, alter and/or operate any activity or land use on
Rhode Island's shoreline natural systems and all directly
associated areas contiguous thereto as defined above shall first
obtain a Council permit.

Applicants for such a permit shall demonstrate by a fair prepon-
derance of evidence that the proposed activity or land use
will not:

a. Conflict with any applicable Council Policy or Regulation
b. Damage the coastal environment.

2. In evaluating the probable impact of proposed actions upon
shoreline systems pursuant to 1, above~Council concerns shall
include, but may not be limited to:

a. Alteration of circulation and flushing patterns;
b. Alteration of sediment deposition patterns;
c. Effects on biological communities, including

vegetation, shellfish and finfish resources and wildlife
~ habitat;

d. Effects on aesthetic and/or recreational value;
e. Degradation of water quality;
f. Restriction of public access to and along the shore;
g. Erosion and flood hazards;
h. Alterations in run-off patterns.
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3. Where required demonstrations as set forth under 1 and 2, above,

cannot be or are not made, the Council shall require appropriat~e

modifications to or shall deny the application in question.

D. Alteration of shoreline systems; specific permit requirements and regulations:

1. San~ dunes:
a. Pedestrian and vehicular traffic across sand dunes shall

be prohibited except along marked and stabilized trails

or across boardwalks or similar devices designed to

prevent trampling of beachgrass. Such devices shall be

required wherever access across sand dunes is provided.

This regulation shall not be construed as establishing

any right of trespass on or across private property

or where it is otherwise prohibited or restricted by

public or private agencies.

b. Construction on or alteration of sand dunes shall

require a Council permit pursuant to C.l, above~and shaJl

further be subject to all r~gulations pertaining to

construction in flood hazard, and erosion prone areas

(see Sections 1.3 and 1.4).

c. Construction or alteration shall be prohibited except

where associated with an approved restoration or

stabilization project or where demonstrated necessary

to promote or protect the public welfare, and then only

where no significant damage to the coastal environment

will result. In such cases, the Council may allow tem-

porary alterations where adequate assurance are provided that

the altered area will be returned, restored and stabilized

to approximate its natural state as it existed prior

to the alteration.

d. Permit applications for the temporary alteration of sand

dunes under c, above~shall be subject to general permit

requirements set forth under C 1 and 2 above.

e. With the exception of boardwalks, all existing structures

on or alterations of sand dunes which are destroyed as

a result of storm induced water, wave or wind damage,

regardless of any insurance coverage carried, may not be

reconstructed on or in a sand dune or dune field. For

the purpose of this section, said structures shall be

considered destroyed if their fair market value is reduced

in excess of 50 percent as a result of said storm

induced water, wave or wind damage.
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2. Beaches and barrier beaches:
a. Construction on or alteration of beaches and/or barrier

beaches shall require a Council permit pursuant to C.l,
above~and shall further be subject to all regulations
pertaining to construction in flood hazard and erosion
prone areas (see Section 1.3 and 1.4).

b. Construction on or alteration of the beach face is
prohibited except where associated with an approved
restoration or stabilization project or where demon-
strated necessary to promote or protect the public
welfare, and then only when no significant damage to the
coastal environment will result. In such cases, the
Council may allow temporary alteration of the beach face when
provided with adequate assurances that the altered area will
be returned, restored and stabilized to approximate
its natural state as it existed prior to the alteration.

c. Applicants for a Council permit to build on or alter a
developed barrier beach shall be required to demonstrate
by a fair preponderance of evidence that the proposed
action(s) will not cause significant damage to the
surrounding coastal environment as it exists in its
altered or developed state.

d. Construction on and/or alteration of undeveloped barrier
beaches shall be prohibited except where related to a
Council approved beach or dune stabilization or restoration
project, public access, sanitary or recreational facility
or where a temporary alteration ~s demonstrated necessary
to promote or protect the public welfare and then only
when no significant damage to the coastal environment
will result.

e. Restoration and stabilization projects; construction on
or alteration of developed barrier beaches; construction
of public access, sanitary or recreation facilities on
undeveloped barrier beaches; and/or temporary alterations
of beaches and barrier beaches as referenced under b., c.
and d, above shall require a Council permit and shall
be subject to general permit requirements set forth under
C.l and 2, above.

f. Traditional nonstructural uses of beaches and barrier
beaches including the following shall be atlowed .

(1) Wildlife management and observation
(2) Open space preservation
(3) Hunting
(4) Fishing
(5) Harvesting of seaweed
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(6) Hiking
(7) Boating
(8) Driving
(9) Bathing

g. Application Forms (Form #8, 1-74) sent in response to

requests to alter a barrier beach or portion thereof

shall be accompanied by a copy of these regulations.

Where such building or alteration may subject the applicant's

investment to storm inundation and/or wave damage, or be

injurious to surrounding properties, public safety or

public welfare, a notice to this effect shall also be

included. Signing of the Application Form shall indicate

acknowledgement of said regulations and notice and cognizance

of warnings contained therein.

h. All persons in a designated barrier beach area shall be

required to observe the following rules:
(1) Destruction or removal of signs, snow fencing or

other sand stabilization devices is prohibited.

(2) Camping in tents, lean-tos or other temporary shelters

is prohibited.
(3) Open fires are prohibited.
(4) Self-contained toilet and waste holding tank for

vehicles with overnight accommodations are required.

(5) Persons shall be at all times subject to town ordinances

and all regulations restricting the use of private,

state or federal properties, where appl~cable.

i. Vehiculahuse of beaches and barrier beaches where not
otherwise prohibited or restricted by property owners,

private or public management programs shall be permitted

only under the following conditions:
(1) Motorcycles, minibikes, snowmobiles, all-terrain

motorized cycles and tricycles are prohibited except

for authorized management related vehicles.

(2) A Coastal Resources Management Council use permit
shall be required for all other vehicles. Such permit

shall be issued by the Division of Enforcement of the

Department of Environmental Management subject to the fol-

l~awing requirements and conditions; in th~ event these

requirements and conditions are not met, the us.e pe"rr~it shall

be subject to revocation by the Council or their agents.

(a) Vehicles shall have all documentation and

registration as is necessary to a~p~rate a motor

vehicle on the public highways of this state.

(b) All permit applicants shall exhibit proof of

current extraterritorial insurance coverage.

(c) A$10.00 annual fee shall be charged for obtaining

said permits.
(d) Permits shall be renewable on a yearly basis.
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.

(3) All persons operating vehicles on beaches shall

be required to observe the following rules:

(a) All persons operating said vehicles shall
have valid operators' licenses as issued

by a state or territory of these United

States or its equivalent as required.

(b) Maximum speed on all beaches shall not
exceed 10 mph. Maximum speed on beaches
shall not exceed 5 mph when approaching
pedestrians.

(c) Ruts or holes caused by vehicles s~hall be
filled and debris removed.

(d) Headlights shall be used by all vehicles

moving between sunset and sunrise.
(e) Riding on or drivAng from any position

outside the vehicles shall be prohibited.

(f) Vehicles shall not operate across protected
(lifeguard)swimming beaches during the
period they are protected and in operation.

(g) Vehicles shall be at all times subject to

town ordinances and all regulations
restricting the use of private, state
or federal properties.

3. Cliffs, ledges and bluffs:

a. Construction on or alteration of coastal cliffs, ledges, bluffs
and contiguous areas shall require a Council permit pursuant

to C.1, above.

b. Applicants for such a permit shall demonstrate by a fair

preponderance of evidence that the proposed action will not

have any significant adverse impact on the affected cliff,

ledge or bluff.

c. In evaluating such evidence Council concerns shall include,

in addition to those generally applicable concerns listed

under C.2, the following:
(1) Impacts On runoff patterns, weight loading and erosion

rates;
(2) Impacts on vegetation;
(3) Release of polluted leachates;

d. The Council shall encourage the use of non-structural methods

to correct erosional problems associated with cliffs and
bluffs. In considering applications for permits for
erosion control measures (see Section 1.4) the Council shall
consider the impact of the structure upon the supply of
sediments to nearby beaches and the aesthetic qualities of
the cliff or bluff.

4. Coastal Wetlands:

a. Development or alteration of coastal wetlands or areas
contiguous thereto shall require a Council permit pursuant
to C.1, above. Such developments or alterations shall include
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but are not limited to depositing of mud, dirt, fill, refuse,
effluents of any kind and/or excavation, ditching and/or
dredging.

b. Applicants for such a permit shall be required to demonstrate
by a fair prepondernace of evidence that such developments,
activi~ties, or alterations or any other developments,
activities, or alterations related thereto will not signi-
ficantly damage the biologic and/or hydrologic processes

within or affecting the wetland.

c. In evaluating such evidence Council considerations and con-

cerns include but are not limited to effects on:
(1) Coastal wetland vegetation;
(2~ Water circulation, depth and tidal flow; '
(3) Marine life including larvae and juveniles of fish,

shellfish and benthic organisms;
(4) Birds and wildlife;
(5) Erosion, runoff and siltation;
(6) Scenic quality;
(7) Water quality;
(8) Flood water retention capacity.

d. The Council may permit disturbances to the biologic and/or

hydrologic processes within or affecting a coastal wetland

only where it is demonstrated by clear and convincing
evidence that a bona fide benefit to the public welfare

will result and that no reasonable alternative exists.

e. The Council finds that the following uses, if pursued in
reasonable moderation, do not conflict with the proper
management of coastal wetlands: low intensity recreation
including bird watching, fishing, clamming, hunting,
scientific research and educational uses.
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SECTION 1.3: FLOOD HAZARDS

FINDINGS:

A. Much of the state's shoreline is vulnerable to flooding during severe
winter storms and hurricanes.

- In the past 350 years Rhode Island has been struck by 71 hurri-
canes, 13 of which caused severe flooding and 25 moderate flood
ings.

- Two major hurricanes in the last 40 years caused extensive
damage and loss of life; 311 dead, $125 million in damages and
1,g66 homes destroyed in 1938; 15 dead, $200 million in damages
and 3,800 homes destroyed in 1g54.

- The entire South Shore and portions of the Narragansett Bay
shoreline have been designated coastal high hazard areas by the
Army Corps of Engineers. These areas are subject to wind driven
waves and surge (abnormally high water level) during coastal
storms (Figure 1-~)

B. Considerable progress has been made in minimizing the state's vulnerability
to coastal storm damage and flooding.

- Improved weather forecasting provides a minimum 12 hours notice
of approaching storms.

- Community evacuation plans have been formulated and police have
been authorized to enforce them during emergencies.

- Emergency exit routes from isolated coastal areas have in many
instances been built or improved.

- Over $17 million has been spent on coastal flood protection in
the last twenty years. Projects include construction of hurri-
cane barriers, breakwaters, beach and dune stabilization.

C. In the last ten years the federal government has become increasingly
involved in flood damage prevention, first through the National Flood
Insurance act of 1968 and then through the Flood Disaster Act of 1973•
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- The objective of the Federal Flood Insurance Program is to
guide development away from flood prone areas.

- This program makes federally subsidized flood insurance available
to owners of flood prone property in communities participating
in the program.

- Participation requires communities to implement regulatory con-
trols over flood prone areas based on minimum federal standards.

. Twenty-one of the state's 37 flood prone communities
have entered the regular phase of the National

• Flood Insurance Program, while 16 remain in the
emergency phase.

- Federal standards address new construction or substantial improve-
ments to existing structures.

. They requice that the lowest floor of residential
structures be elevated to above the 100 year
still water flood level.

. They require that non-residential structures be flood
proofed to the 1d0 year level.

. They require additional design features to minimize
flood damage to or movement of structures and
water and sewer systems.

D. The Federal Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) has had difficulty in establish-
ing regulatory standards which accommodate the severe wave action and storm
surge typical of the open ocean shoreline.

- Regulatory standards emphasize design rather than location.

- Design standards for coastal areas subject to high velocity wave
action (the V-Zone on NF~P maps) do not account for wave height
or runup (See Figure ~-~which can account for an increase of as
much as 50i over stili water flood levels.

E. The availability of subsidized flood insurance has complicated state
efforts to manage particularly vulnerable coastal areas such as low lying
barrier beaches.

- Prior to introduction of the program in Rhode Island banks
controlling the majority of mortgage business along the state's
South Shore refused to grant mortgages seaward of the "wet wash
line" (the line beyond which damage and destruction was heavi-
est as a result of the 1g38 hurricane).
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- The absence of ready financing severely limited development

pressure in high flood hazard areas which has risen enormously

since introduction of the program.

- The problem seems to be that subsidized actuarial rates do not

reflect the real risk of building in coastal high hazard areas

consequently provide an artificial stimulus to such building.

F. The Council finds a particular threat to lives and property as a result of

development of low lying and flood prone coastal areas where the following

conditions exist:

- Exposure to high velocity wave action, runup and surge;

- Vulnerability to storm-induced erosion,especially where such

erosion threatens structures;

- Vulnerability of emergency evacuation routes to flooding or

erosion.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. The following developed coastal areas are found to be particularly

hazardous because of their vulnerability to wave action, erosion and

flooding:

Atlantic Beach, Westerly
Central Beach, Charlestown
East Beach, (west of Ninigret Conservation Area), Charlestown
Charlestown Beach, S. Kingstown
East Matunuck-Jerusalem Beach, S. Kingstown-Narragansett
Sand Hill Cove Beach, Narragansett
Narragansett Beach, Narragansett
Bonnet Shores Beach, Narragansett
Mackerel Cove Beach, Jamestown
Hazard's Beach, Newport
Bailey's Beach, Newport
First (Easton's) Beach, Newport
Second (Sachuest) Beach, Middletown
Third Beach, Middletown
Tunipus (South Shore)
Crescent Beach, PJew Shoreham
Coast Guard Beach, New Shoreham
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B.

Construction-~ within these developed flood hazard areas shail require

e Council permit and shall be subject to the following rules and regula-

tions:

l. Construction, restoration and/or substantial improvement of struc-

tures on the beach face or dunes shall be prohibited.

2. The lowest structural member of the lowest floor of any new,
restored or substantially improved structure shall be elevated a

minimum of 6 feet above the 100 year flood level as determined by

the Army Corps of Engineers. Said member or members shall be ade-

quately anchored to pilings with the space between the pilings free

of obstructions.

The following essentially undeveloped coastal areas are also of concern

to the Council because of their vulnerability to wave action erosion and

flooding:

(1) Napatree Beach, Westerly ~
(2) Maschaug Beach, Westerly
(3) Quonochontaug Beach, Westerly-Charlestown
(4) East Beach (Ninigret Conservation Area to breachway) Charlestown

(5) Moonstone Beach, S. Kingstown
(6) Browning Beach, S. Kingstown
(7) Watchhouse Pond Beach, Little Compton
(8) Long Pond Beach, Little Compton
(9) Round Pond Beach, Little Compton
(10) Briggs Beach, Little Compton
(11) Ship Pond Cove, Little Compton
(12) Round Meadow Pon~ Beach, Little Compton

(13) Quicksand Beach, Little Compton
(14) Sandy Point, New Shoreham
(15) West Beach, New Shoreham

Construction within these undeveloped flood hazard areas shall require a

Council permit and shall be reviewed as set forth under Section 1.4.

See also Section 1.2.

a
For the purposes of these policies construction is defined as including

new construction; res~oration of structures reduced to 50i or less of

market value by fire, flood or other such catastrophe; and substantial
improvements such as additions or other structural modificatons to existing
structures.
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SECTION 1.4: COASTAL EROSION

FINDINGS:

A. In 1972, as a result of a brief study of 340 miles of Rhode Island's
419 mile shoreline the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers found that 335
miles are eroding.

- Along 25 miles of the surveyed shoreline, erosion was
judged by the Corps as critical, and structural measures
of control may be justified. These areas include por-
ti~ons of the south shore barrier beaches, areas of Block
Island and parts of the Newport Cliff IJalk (Figure 1-4).

- The major erosional problems are found along the exposed
south shore barrier beaches. According to the Corps, some
200 feet of shoreline eroded between 1909 and 1946, a rate
of approximately 5 feet per year. Semi-monthly surveys
conducted since 1961 by researchers at the University of
Rhode Island confirm that the recession is continuing.

- The remaining 310 miles of eroding shoreline was considered

by the Corps to be non-critical. In these areas land-use
c~ntrols that prevent building close to the shore are con-
sider~d the best solution.

B. A variety of factors influence erosion rates including the composi-
tion of the shoreline, the volumes of sediment (mud, sand, gravel)
present, wind and wave conditions, vegetative cover and human activities
which weaken the shoreline's capacity to withstand erosional forces.

C. The barri~r beaches along the south shore are highly flexible. It
is their flexibility which permits them to withstand marine erosional

forces.

- Im Rhode Island, sea level is rising at a rate of about one

foot each century; this is a major reason for the recession
of the barrier beaches. If they are not to be drowned, the
b~rrier beaches must gradually move landward, a process that
h~s been continuing for many thousands of years. The migra-
tion process takes the form of "rolling over" whereby sand

is gradually eroded from the ocean beach and washed over the
barrier into the pond behind. T.he peat sometimes seen along
the present ocean shore of barrier beaches is dramatic evi-
dence of the past existence of a marsh that once flourished
behind an older, more seaward barrier.
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- The erosion rates of specific portions of barrier beaches
is influenced by patterns of wave refraction. Nearshore
topography determines the direction and frequency with which
waves hit the shore; areas where wave action is concentrated
are likely to erode more rapidly. Wave characteristics also
influence long shore drift, the gradual flow of sediment
along a shoreline.

- Man-made structures built perpendicular to the shore inter-
rupt long shore drift and cause a build-up of sediment
on the updrift side and erosion on the downdrift side.

- Erosion patterns also have seasonal and short term character-
istics. Sandy beaches erode during rough weather when waves
wash sand from the beach to form shallow water sand bars. A
"winter beach" profile is therefore narrow and steep. During
calm weather the sand washes back onto the beach creating a
broad, flat "summer beach" profile. Over a period of years
some beaches may erode, or build out, faster than others.
Along all the Rhode Isla~nd south shore, however, the long
term net movement is shoreward.

D. Other shoreline features have their own erosional characteristics.

- Sheltered."pocket beaches" in the Bay and small estuaries
are not exposed to intense wave action. Although erosion
in these areas is usually not severe, waves may become
focused on small sections of a beach and cause significant,
though highly localized, erosion.

- Bluffs are composed of ~ighly erodable glacial till. The
constant wearing away of these features often provides the
sand necessary for the maintenance of nearby beaches. The
erosion of bluffs may be hastened by increasing the flow of
runoff water down the cliff face and by the removal of
vegetation.

- Approximately 20 percent of Rhode Island's shoreline is
rocky. Steep, rocky slopes are generally less prone to
erosion than bluffs, though, the concentrated force of wave
energy at the base of cliffs eventually leads to undercut-
tings and the collapse of the upper ctiff face. Erosion
is more rapid where a~combination of rock types leads to
differential weathering.

E. Land use controls are the most effective long term answer to shore-
line erosion problems.

F. Non-structural methods of erosion control are less expensive than
structural methods and in the long run they are frequently more effective.

- Sand may in some cases be pumped or trucked to eroding beaches
at a relatively low cost.
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- On barrier beaches the process of the landward migration
of the barrier may be slowed down if the dunes are protec-
ted. Dunes may be built up by trapping sand with~'ush,
snow fences and other semi-permeable materials, and then
stabilized with vegetation. Beach grass is the most
effective means of both trapping and stabilizing sand.

- Along sheltered shores salt marshes trap sediment and pro-
vide some protection against wave erosion. Salt marshes
may be created with dredge spoils and transplanted marsh
vegetation.

G. Where shoreline erosion is obvious and valuable property is threat-
ened, people invariably consider structural solutions. It has been well
documented, however, that small scale shoreline protection efforts fre-
quently increase the rate of erosion on nearby properties and only delay
the eventual erosion of the protected property.

- The riprapping of bluffs can cut off the source of sediment
needed to maintain "down drift" beaches.

- Jetties and groins may cause severe erosion of shore-
line on the down drift side.

- Where structural methods of erosion control are proposed, it is
essential that impacts on adjacent shores be evaluated. Frequently,
the entire feature will have to be protected if the project
is to be effective and negative impacts mitigated.

H. Structural methods of erosion control fall into three principal
categories.

- Breakwaters are structures, usually of stone, that are
built in the sea parallel to the shore. They break the ,
force of waves and provide quiet water. Breakwater
construction is very expensive; hence they are seldom
built merely for erosion control but rather to provide pro-
tection for harbors.

- Revetments, seawalls and bulkheads are built on the shore
itself. Revetments blanket a feature, maintaining its natural
shape, whereas seawalls and bulkheads are essentially
vertical structures. These structures may protect cliffs
and bluffs, but may accelerate erosion of adjacent beaches.
Seawalls may accelerate.erosion of a fronting beach by
intensifying the downward force of water as it strikes
the wall. The cost of ade.quately designed revetments
and simple bulkheads ranges from $75 to $150 per shore-
line foot. Seawalls, are more expensive, averaging
between $200 and $500 per foot for a modest sturcture.
Such structures may Le economically justifiable for valu-
able cliff or bluff areas such as the Cliff Walk in
Newport.



- Groins and jetties are constructed perpendicular to the

shore, across a beach and into the water. Jetties are

larger than groins and are generally built to protect

inlets for navigational purposes. Both structures impound

sand on the up drift side. Where there is sufficient sand

flowing along a shoreli.ne, groins can be built to trap

sand and create beaches. Groins cost between $100 and

$350 per foot of shore protected. Jetties are more costly.

I. Structural measures of erosion control are extremely expensive and
federal funds are available only for the protection of public lands.

- The federal government can provide 100 percent funding
for erosion control projects on federal properties. They

can provide 70 percent funding of projects in public rec-
reation areas and 50 percent funding in other publicly
owned lands.

- Structural protection of private properties are eligible
for federal funds only if the erosion was caused by a
federally sponsored activity. The Corps will, however,
provide free technical assistance.

PDLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. The Council shall favor non-structural over structural measures
to control or check erosion. ~he Council shall require that all

applications for erosion control projects shall demonstrate that
non-sturctural means have been fully evaluated as a solution to the

problem.

B. Where non-structural methods of erosion control are considered unsuitable

by the Council, the applicant shall be required to demonstrate by a fair

preponderance of evidence that the proposed alteration:

t. has a reasonable probability of controlling erosion
on the immediate site,

2. that it will not sigr~ificantly increase erosion to
nearby areas by interrupting or cutting off supplies
of sand to adjacent Ibeaches, and

3. will not have a significant adverse impact on the
environmental . ' quality of the areas.

C. Erosion-prone areas of particular concern to the Council

l.. Definition: Erosion-prone areas of partic~alar concern to
ihe Council ~a~~ characteri'zed bq any of the'fo1lowing:

a. They are flood hazard areas of particular concern to

the Council and are found to be in a substantially
altered or developed condition.
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Descriptive characteristics:

- They are subject to high velocity wave action caused by
coastal storms and hurricanes.

- They are prone to storm-induced erosion which increases
the flood damage to adjacent areas by destroying the
strom buffer.

- They lack safe egress; access roads are prone to flood-
ing and washouts.

b. They are considered to be areas of critical erosion by the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers.

2. Identification

a. Beaches

Atlantic Beach, Westerly
Central Beach, Charlestown
East Beach, (west of Ninigret Conservation

Area), Charlestowri
Charlestown Beach, Charlestown
Green Hill Beach, S. Kingstown
East Matunuck-Jerusalem Beach, S. Kingstown-

PJa rragansett
Sand Hill Cove Beach, Narragansett
Narragansett Beach, Narragansett
Bonnet Shores Beach, Narragansett
Mackerel Cove Beach, Jamestown
Hazard's Beach, Newport
Bailey's Beach, Newport
First (Easton's ) Beach, Newport
Second (Sachuest) Beach, Middletown
Third Beach, Middletown
Tunipus (South Shore)
Crescent Beach, New Shoreham
Coast Guard Beach, New Shorham

b. Cliffs and Bluffs

Cliff Walk, Newport
Mohegan Bluff, Block Island

3. A Council permit shall be required for any proposal to construct any
form of shore-protection in the above areas. Applicants for such a
permit shall be required to demonstrate by a fair preponderance of
evidence that:

a. The proposed form of shore protection will not cause significant
damage to adjacent areas.
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b. In beach areas non-str~ctural methods of shore protection

(vegetation, fencing, sand bags, etc.) shall be used.

In the event the applicant demonstrates by probative evidence lack

of available sediment for such non-structural methods the Council

may consider structural methods of shore protection subject to

B, above.

D. Erosion-prone areas of environmental concern to the Council.

1. Definition: All flood hazard areas of environmental cQncern to the Council that

are found to be in an essentially undeveloped and natural condition.

2. Identification of Erosion Prone Areas of Particular Concern

Napatree Beach, Westerly
Maschaug Beach, Westerly
Quonochontaug Beach, Westerly-Charlestown

East Beach (Ninigret Conservation Area to

breachway), Charlestown
Moonstone Beach, S. Kingstown
Browning Beach, S. Kingstown
Watchhouse Pond Beach, Li~tle Compton

Long Pond Beach, Little Compton

Round Pond Beach, Little ~ompton

Briggs Beach, Little Compton
Ship Pond Gove, Little Coh~pton
Round Meadow Pond Beach, Little Compton

Quicksand Beach, Little Compton

Sandy Point, New Shoreha~
West Beach, New Shoreham .

E. No structural form of shore protection will be permitted in
the above areas.

F. Applicants for a Council permit for any proposed non-structural
form of shore protection in the above areas shall be required
to demonstrate by a fair preponderance of evidence that the
proposal will not cause ~amage to adjacent areas or significantly
damage the coastal environment.
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CHAPTER 2: EXPLOITABLE NATURAL RESOURCES

FINDINGS:

A. Although Rhode Island is smaller than the average United States county

it is endowed with a wealth and variety of exploitable natural resources.

These resources must be carefully managed for the benefit of future as

well as present Rhode Islanders.

- The state's marine and estuarine waters and those of the outlying

continental shelf are rich in fish and shellfish that support

growing sport and commercial fisheries.

- The state has abundant fresh water supplies. Many of our known

ground water reserves, fresh water ponds, rivers and streams are

located in the coastal cities and towns.

- Aquacul ture i s potent~~~~y of ~ importance i n Rhode

Island. Some of the best remaining farm lands are being

developed for residential and industrial uses. The state's

woodlands, though much more abundant, are under similar

pressures. Agricultural lands and forestry resources may

become more economically important as the national energy

situation changes.

- Sand and gravel deposits overlie much of Rhode Island and

are of crucial importance to the construction industries.

Land use conflicts are restricting the exploitation of these

resources and this is likely to bring pressures to exploit

marine deposits.

- Wildlife and freshwater fish are relatively abundant; they

are a significant and a generally well managed resource.

- Native energy resources include coal, solar energy, and

hydropower. None of these are a significant source of

power at present but their potential for future importance

is great.

SECTION 2.1: MARINE FISH AND FISHERIES

FINDINGS:

A. Fishery resources support an industry with highly favorable economic

characteristics and are a major source of recreation. Fishery resources are

likely to play an increasingly important role in the lives of Rhode Islanders.

- The recently enacted 200~mile fishing limit holds the
promise for effective management of New England's fishery
resources. Commercial fisheries may grow dramatically if
overfished stocks recover and if domestic fishermen claim
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an increasingly large share of the total annual harvest.

Sport fisheries also stand to benefit since stocks of many

species important to recreational fishermen have been redu-
ced by heavy fishing offshore.

- Growth of Rhode Island fishing industries should be fostered

since they are based on a renewable native resource, are
labor intensive and are not heavy users of energy.

B. Fishery resources have been severely depleted and damaged by heavy fishing

and environmental degradation. There is some evidence that this long
established trend is changing.

- The first European settlers found large intertidal popu-
lations of lobsters, clams and oysters. Smelt, alewives
and some salmon were seasonally abundant in many streams
and rivers. Marine fish such as flounder, cod and scup
appeared inexhaustible.

- A series of advances in fishing technology and alterations
to the coastal environment drastically reduced the abun-
dance of most major fin and shellfish populations.

. Early hook and seine fisheries were preempted
by floating fish traps in the mid nine-
teenth century.

. Use of more efficient gear, the beam and otter
trawl, coincided with another reduction in
the overall abundance of fish and replaced
the floating trap fishery in the early
twentieth century.

. In recent years New England trawlers have suffered
heavy competition from large offshore foreign
fleets and fish stocks have again been dras-
tically reduced.

- The damming and pollution of streams brought the demise of
most Rhode Island anadromous fish populations.

- The pollution of estuarine waters and heavy fishing have
reduced many shellfish populations and made others unfit
for human consumption.

. The once important oyster fishery went into a
final decline in 1937 and large quahaug
populations in the upper bay are now off
limits to fishermen due to pollution.

- There are recent indications that at least some of the
causes for declining fishery resources are being corrected.
Sport fish have recently been taken in the upper Providence
River. Bluecrabs and bay scallops that all but disappeared
from Rhode Island estuaries in the 1960's appear to be making
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a comeback and a vigorous effort to re-establish anadromous

fish populations has had several notable successes.

C. Rhode Island commercial fisheries are flourishing and provide a solid base

upon which future expansion of the industry may be built. Our commercial

fisheries are highly diversified and Rhode Island fishermen recently have

pioneered many innovative fisheries.

- Rhode Island's commercial fisheries are unique in the

region since they have thrived at a time when other major
commercial fisheries have seen drastic declines. Between
1950 and 1975 Rhode Island landings increased by 110 per-
cent in tonnage and by 238 percent in value compared to
the regional decrease in tonnage of 55 percent and an
increase in value of only 74 percent.

- Rhode Island's success may be attributed to the diversi-
fication in fisheries at Point Judith and the re-emergence
of PJewport in the late 1960's as a major commercial port
(see Section 5.2.2).

- Trawlers dominate Rhode Island fisheries but pot fisheries
and shellfisheries are also very important.

- Foodfish are the most important species group landed in both
tonnage and value. Increasing prices have permitted a rapid
increase in the total value of foodfish and crustaceans despite
only moderate increases or a decrease in landings by tonnage.

- In 1975 some 17 percent of the Point Judith and Newport
landings by value were taken nearshore in the National
Marine Fisheries (NMFS) statistical area 539 (Figure2-1).
The source of all fin and shellfish landed in Rhode Island
in 1g75 is shown in Table2-1. The Point Judith fleet is
more dependent on nearshore grounds than vessels landing
in Newport. In 1975, for example, only 8 percent of the
Point Judith landings came from the Georges Bank vicinity
compared to 70 percent of the landings at Newport.

D. Commercial fisheries generate much greater economic benefits for the state
than the "average" industry.

- In 1975 the 79.3 million pounds of fish and shellfish
landed in Rhode Island had a dockside value of 18.8
million.

- If the econorfiic impact of these landings is traced through
handling, packing and processing, and the economic activity
set off by support to the fishing catching process is in-
cluded, it has been calculated that each $100 in fish
landings stimulates $424 in economic activity in the state.
The 1975 landings therefore, generated $79.7 million for
the state's economy.
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Figure 2-1

NMFS 51t - 616 and ICNAF Areas 5 and 6

Natc: ICNAf ,~rnr~s arr~ U~ose ]arJ~e arF~a^. uuflim:d wiUi lu~,ivy ]iiic::;.

SOURCE~ OLSEN,AND STEVENSON. COMMERCIAL

MARINE FISH AND FISHERIES OF
RHOOE ISLAND, 1975.
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Table2-1 1975 Commercial Landings at ~oint Judith
and Newport by PdN1~S Statistical Area

NMFS Area thousands of thousands of
pounds dollars

350 94 lOG
443 141 16~
453

I'~
77 BO

454 25 2~
463 29 l~J
4G4 70 61
465 20 4
514 131 8
521 248 78
522 549 19G
523 598 31?
524 4,790 2,042
5?5 3,238 1,319
526 3,746 2,71~
537 20,604 5,009
533 1.437 303
539 28,946 1,540
611 2,064 205
F~12 43 ?,3
613 4,023 524
616 6~7 290
622 1 1
632 3 ---

TOTAL 71,514 15,002

Source: National Marine Fisheries Service, Unpublished data



- A detailed breakdown of the multiplier effects of
segments of the fishing industry is shown in Tab1eZ-2.

- The Rhode Island fish processing industry is presently
small and is composed of 14 ptants which provide an annual
average employment of some 250 people.

- T~e data in Table22 makes it clear that the state should
f~ster landings by Rhode Island vessels and should encourage
in-state packing and processing.

E. Although there are many uncertainties in the outcome of management efforts
under the 200 mile fishing limit the potential for a major expansion in
Rhode Island commercial fisheries is very great.

- Tt~e Rhode Island industry is healthy and has demonstrated
that it is highly adaptable to gear innovations and is not
tradition-bound.

- Commercial fisheries are attracting young men and the
University of Rhode Island has proved to be effective in
a~ssisting the industry in developing new technologies.

- Recent dredging in the port of Point Judith will permit
expansion of that fleet.

- Excessed Navy lands offer exciting possibilities for the
development of new fleets and fishing port facilities.

- Recent studies investigating the potential expansion of
New England fisheries under the 200 mile limit indicate
~hat the potential for growth in both new and traditional
iFisheries are great (see Section 5•2•2)•

F. Marine sport fishing activity is at an all-time high and is likely to
increase. There are, however, many problems related to heavy fishing and
conflicts with other user groups.

- A 1973-74 survey accounted for some 285,000 Rhode Island
sportfishermen. Statisti,cs for landings by Rhode Island
sportfishermen are not available but sportfishermen in the
northeast region as a whole are estimated to have taken
36 percent of the combined 1970 commercial and sport catch.

- Sportfishing is most active in the summer when bluefish and
striped bass are abur~dant.

. Other important sport species taken from the shore
or along the coast include winter flounder
and tautog. Several "head boats" operate from
Galilee taking parties of sportfishermen to
Cox Ledge where cod fishing is popular. Tuna
and swordfish also support important deep water
sport fisheries.

- Recreational shellfishing is very popular and results in rapid
seasonal depletion of populations of soft shelled clams and
shallow sets of quahaugs.
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Table 2 -2

TOTAL OUTPUT, AGGREGATE MULTIPLIERS AND HOUSEHOLD

INCOME MULTIPLIERS-RHODE ISLAND, 1975

Household
Aggregate Income

, ~ Multiplier Multiplier
Total (per $100 (per $100

' Output of output) of output)

Finfishing $6,779,000 $253 $ 74

, ~obstering 4,195,000 254 77

Mollusk catching 2,351,000 276 100

Non-R.I. vessels 5,472,000 lOg 3

$1~,797,000

Handling packing
and processing 31,264,000 268 52

R.I. "average" not 
163 33industry available

Source: Callaghan and Commerford. 1977.
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G.

H.

Enforcement of daily catch limits are made difficult

by the lack of inethods to readily differentiate
among instate and out-of-state recreational
fishermen and commercial fishermen. Goods set
of softshelled clams are frequently exploited
before th~ clams have grown to a suitable size.

- Sport fisheries for both shell and finfish are in some areas
comprised by loses in the aesthetic qualities of the area,

inadequate access and crowding.

Marine sportfisheries make a substantial contribution to the state economy

and have important social benefits.

- In 1974 an estimated 115,210 Rhode Island households contained

at least one marine sport fisherman. They spent an estimated
$7.2 million on food, lodging, transportation, licences, bait,
tackle and boat rental ~ees.

The manage~ent of salt water fisheries within state waters is the
responsibi~ity of the Marine Fisheries Council and the Department
of Environmental Management.

- The Marine Fisheries Co~ncil was created in 1g76 upon
recommendation of the Fisheries Task Force which was
sponsored by Governor Noel and the Coastal Resources Manage-
ment Council. The Fisheries Council may promulgate regula-
tions governing fishing gear, seasons, size and catch limits,
and the closure of fishing grounds.

- The Department of Environmental Management is responsible for
en~orcing all fisheries management regulations and monitoring
the condition of fishery resources. The Department also
conducts research and engages in stocking and transplant
programs.

- The management of fisheries on a regional level is entrusted
to the Regional Fisheries Council established in 1976 with the
passage of the 200 mil~ fishing limit.

I. The Coastal Resources Management Council is concerned that the state's fisheries
be managed in the most effective possible manner. The Council has be~en very
active in planning for the future of the state's fisheries and in attempting to
resolve use conflicts. The following issues are of particular concern.

- T~e pollution of upper Narragansett Qay has closed some of
°~35 the state's most productive grounds for bay quah Highly

valuable grounds in a conditional area north of~Patience
Island may be permanently closed if better data on pollutants
are negative and more stringent water classification criteria
are adopted by the Department of Health.

- As the level of activities increases in state and in nearshore
waters important fishing grounds and habitats may be threatened
by a diversity of activities and environmental alterations
i~cluding increased boat and ship traffic, dredging and dredged
materials disposal, the placement of cables and pipelines, the destruc-
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tion of valuable habitats (particularly breeding areas) and
access to shoreline fisheries.

- Recreational shellfishing is highly popular and enforcement
officers from the Department of Environmental P1anagement cannot
always effectively enforce existing laws on catch limits. The
intensity of shellfishing is such that many beds are heavily
exploited before the shellfish have grown to an optimal
size.

J. In recognizing the unique value of commercial fisheries the Council
has sponsored research and taken a leading role in assisting the
industry.in a variety of ways:

U ~976
- ~The Council co-sponsored, with former Governor Philip Noel, the Fisheries

Task Force, and endorsed its findings and recommendations.
Two results of the Task Force's work are the creation of
the Marine Fisheries Council and the exemption of commercial
fishing vessels and gear from state sales and use taxes.

- The Council sponsored a study that documents the secondary
economic benefits that accrue to the state from commercial
fisheries.

- The Council was instrumental in having the port of Point
Judith dredged and has worked with ~Jewport fishermen to
find a solution to the crowding problem in that port.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. The Council designates commercial and sport fisheries as a high
priority use of all waters classified by the Department of Health
as SA.

B. l. The Council shall work to preserve and where possible restore the
marine fishery resources of this state by preserving important habitats
(particularly breeding areas) and fishing grounds. The Council re-
cognizes that some coastal areas are known to be particularly valuable
for fishery resources and has therefore adopted policies to protect
them from degradation; these areas include salt marshes and coastal
ponds.

3• In implementing its permitting authorities regarding develop-
ments and operations within, above, or beneath the state's tidal
waters including but not limited to dredging, dumping, ocean
mining and cable and pipeline installation the Council shall be
particularly concerned with adverse impacts on the productivity
or commercial value of designated prime fishing grounds.

Where a reasonable probability exists that such impacts will
result the Council shall require that the applicant:
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a. Describe the fishing grounds, habitat, species or fishing
activity likely to be affected.

b. Describe proposed efforts to mitigate adverse impacts on
any and all of the above; or.

c. Demonstrate by a fair preponderance of evidence that no
such.impacts witl result.

Where the Council finds a reasonable probability that the productive
or commercial value of a designated commercial fishing ground will be threatened,
it shall require appropriate modification to or shall deny the application in
question.

3. The Council shall routinely notify and solicit the opinion
of fishing interests regarding any application demonstrating a
reasonable probability of effecting known fishing grounds.

C. The Council will continue in its effort to promote the best fishery
management by sponsoring and participating in the Fisheries Task
Force and by cooperating with all relevant Marine Fisheries Council
and Department of Environmental Management programs and actions. The Council
shall cooperate with neighboring states to protect and enhance fishery
resources and improve fisheries.

D. See also Section 5•2•2•

SECTION 2.2: AQUACULTURE

DEFINITION:

Aquaculture is defined as the culture of aquatic species under either
natural or artificial conditions. It includes but is not limited to fish
farming utilizing pens, tanks or impoundments and the culture of shellfish on
the sea floor or suspended in the water column.

FINDINGS:

A. The cultivated oyster industry was once one of the state's most
important marine businesses. Recent attempts at aquaculture, using
various techniques have been primarily on a small scale and of an
experimental nature.

- The Rhode Island cultivated oyster industry peaked in 1910
when 15•3 million pounds of oysters were harvested primarily
from some 21,000 acres of leased bottom in PJarragansett
Bay. The industry declined rapidly for a variety of reasons
including a lack of seed oysters, labor problems, poaching
and water pollution.

- Recent and on-going aquaculture efforts have met with
varying success. Culture techniques include the culture of
oysters in coastal ponds and embayments and raising salmoni~ds
in tanks on shore.

B. There are proven aquacultural techniques but the technology is for
the most part in its infancy. It is unclear which of a variety of
techniques miqht be best suited for Rhode Island.
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- Few attempts have as yet been made to culture shellfish on
or near the bottom in deep water where use conflicts are
minimal.

- It is possible to raise fish in tanks on-shore and salmonid
culture has been proved economically feasible. However, major
problems stand in the way of commercial enterprise; major
obstacles include difficulties in obtaining water discharge
permits and disease control among the cultured organisms.

C. Because Rhode Island is a small,heavily populated state use conflicts
are key problems for prospective aquaculturists. Potential conflicts
involve a host of legal issues.

- Many of the most suitable sites for on-shore aquaculture
are prohibitively expensive, are zoned for residential use
and abut high quality waters which have stringent requirements
for discharges.

- Many shallow protected waters in coastal ponds, river
estuaries and coves in the Bay are heavily utilized by
recreational boaters, and some are highly valued as shellfishing
areas. There are therefore few shallow protected areas
where use conflicts should not be a major concern for an
aquaculturist.

- Legal and institutional issues are a major deterrent to

potential aquaculturists. These issues include:

. Interference with traditional fishing rights

. Interference with riparian rights

. The costs of leasing an area and guarantees for
the renewal of the lease

. Problems involved in protecting organisms and
gear from poaching and other damages if the
organisms are cultured in the natural
environment

. The difficulty in obtaining financing and insurance
i for an aquaculture venture

D. With all of its potential problems, the concept of aquaculture as a
viable manner to supplement increasing demands for marine fish and
shellfish food products must be recognized.

- Federal interest in aquaculture has increased and could ~
lead to grants to state, local and private agencies for
undertaking site suitability studies and experimental
aquaculture programs.

- Rhode Island's coastal waters, due to our abundant native
.shellfish stocks, appear to possess many of the biological
and physical parameters necessary for successful aquaculture
ventures.

- Present use conflicts may decline somewhat if food supply,
energy and transportation costs continue to climb.
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- The establishment of depuration and thermal processing

techniques may reduce restraints on the utilization for
aquaculture of waters classified below SA standards.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. l. Proposed aquaculture activities in Rhode Island's coastal region

andlor in any waters subjected to the Council's jurisdiction shall

require a Council permit.

2. Applicants for such a permit shall demonstrate by a fair pre-

ponderance of evidence that the proposed action:
a. Will not conflict with any resources management plan or pro-

gram as set forth in the Coastal Resources Management Program.

b. Will not make any area unsuitable for any uses or activities

to which it is allocated by such resources management plans

or programs; and/or.
c. Will not significantly damage the environment of the

coastal region.

3. Applications shall:
a. Describe the location and size of the area proposed.

b. Identify the species to be managed or cultivated within the

permitted area and over which the applicant shall have ex-

clusive right.
c. Describe the method or manner of management or cultivation

to be utilized.
d. Provide such other information as may be necessary to

determine
- The compatibility of the proposal with other existing

and potential uses of the affected area and areas con-
tiguous to it.

- The degree of exclusivity required for aquacultural
uses of the proposed site.

4. The Council shall consult with the Department of Environmental ~anagement

and the Marine Fisheries Council to ensure that the proposed project is

not in conflict with any fisheries management plan, program or regulation.

5. In evaluating evidence
consideration the effect of

a. The riparian rights
b. Navigation
c. Water quality
d. Marine and coastal
e. Native coastal and

before it the Council shall take into
the proposed action on:
of adjacent land owners.

recreation.
marine life forms.

6. A Council permit for a proposed aquacultural activity will be

in the form of a lease. Such lease shall contain such conditions

as the Council shall deem necessary.



-75-

B. Any person who maliciously and willfully destroys, vandalizes or

otherwise disrupts aquacultural activities which are the subject

of a valid Council permit shall be deemed in violation of an order

of the Council and liable to all fines and penalties under law.

C. The Council shall continue to support study and evaluation to identify

potential aquaculture sites, use conflicts, and the types of aquaculture

programs which are most economically and environmentally consistent
with overall Council policy.

SECTION 2.3: MINERALS EXTRACTION

FINDINGS:

A. Commercial minerals extraction in Rhode Island is at present limited to
sand and gravel mining and a few small bedrock quarries.

- Sand and gravel deposits are abundant in Rhode Island both
on land and on the sea floor in Narragansett Bay and the
Sounds. On-shore sand and gravel is extensively exploited
and is of critical importance to the construction industry.

- Although land deposits of sand and gravel are abundant, use
conflicts will increasingly limit the areas in which extraction
may take place. It is therefore likely that within the next
10 to 20 years marine deposits will be proposed as a major
commercial source of sand and gravel.

- Hand stone quarrying has been an important industry in Rhode
Island. At present, however, only a few small operations are
active and there is no quarrying along the immediate shoreline.

B. Minerals extraction may have major and long lasting environmental im-
pacts.

- On land quarrying of hand stone and sand and gravel drastically
changes the appearance of the land. Topsoi,l and vegetation are
destroyed and ground water may be effected. Noise, dust and
traffic are secondary impacts that are of great concern to
neighboring land owners.

- Quarrying along the shore can have dramatic impacts on the sup-
plies of sand and gravel needed to maintain nearby beaches, on
the vulnerability of the area to storm damage and on the aesthetic
qualities of the area. Along Rhode Island's intensively utilized
shoreline there is no area where shoreline mining will not re-
sult in a host of use conflicts.

- Ocean sands and gravels are a valuable natural resource in
that they form the reservoirs of material from which natural
processes replenish the state's irreplaceable sand beaches
which have the highest recreational, aesthetic, and environ-
mental value. In both near and offshore waters they support
commercially and recreationally valuable populations of shell-
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fish and finfish. In many areas they are crossed by trans-
mission cables and pipelines. The waters over them are used
ex~ensively by commercial and recreational craft. Mining of
ocean sands and gravel may have any of the following effects
on the marine environment:

. Disruption of natural beach replenishment cycles;

. Destruction of bottom organisms and disruption of
bottom com~unities;

. Adverse impacts on finfish;

. Interference with navigation and recreation.

C. Neith~r field nor laboratory r~search has as yet conclusively
established the potential for marine aggregate mining to either
harm or benefit the marine environment.

- The beneficial or adverse effects of marine aggregate mining
upon other established uses of public waters is also unknown.

- Additional research is necessary before marine sand and gravel
mining can be properly and effectively managed.

D. Under Title 46, Chapter 23 of the General Laws the Council is charged
to approve, modify, set condituons for, or reject the design, location
construction, alteration and oPeration of any minerals extraction activity
in the St~te of Rhode Island when this activity is related to an area
under the Council's jurisdiction regardless of its actual location. The
Council's authority over such activities shall extend to situations in
which there is a reasonable probability of conflict with a plan or program
for resources management or of damage to the coastal environment.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. l. After receiving all other applicable state and local permits, persons
proposing to extract mineral resources for any purpose within the State
of Rhode Island shall be required to notify the Council of their intent.

2. Noti~ication shall be in writing and shall be submitted at leas~
120 days prior to initiation of the proposed action. Notification shall

describe in words and maps the location, nature, size and duration
of the action, proposed environmental safeguards and any other information
the Council may subsequently request.

3. Where on the basis of information presented to it in the above
notification or by any other source the Council finds a reasonable
probability of impacts on adopted resource management plans or pro-
grams and/or of damage to the coastal environment it shall require
a Council permit to be obtained.

4. Applicants for such a permit shall be required to demonstrate by
a fair preponderance of evidence that the design, location, construction,

alteration and/or operation of the proposed action:
a. Will not conflict with plans or programs for resources manage-

ment as these are set forth in the Coastal Resources Management

Program; and

b. Will not damage the coastal environment.



5. In evaluating such evidence the Council shall take into consideration

the following factors:
a. The capability of coastal resources to support the proposed

activity including most particularly impacts associated with

noise, site devegetation, alteration of groundwater levels and

runoff patterns, contamination of surface and groundwater,

erosion, destruction of witdlife habitat and similar occurrences;

b. Compatibility of the proposed activity with existing or proposed

use of the site or contiguous areas including most particularly

impacts associated with noise, dust, traffic or aesthetic quality;

c. Compatibility of the proposed activity with applicable local,

state and federal plans, regulations or ordinances and standards

including most particularly zoning ordinances, municipal plans,
the State Guide Plan and water and air quality standards set by
the Department of Health;

d. Effect of the proposed activity on transportation facilities;
e. Duration, seasons, days and hours during which the proposed

activity will be in operation;
f. Restoration and reuse proposals to be initiated upon deactiviza-

tion of the proposed activity.

6. Subsequent to approving any minerals extraction proposal before it
the Council shall require the applicant to post a performance bond in a
form and amount to be specified in the assent.

B. The mining or quarrying of any material from cliffs, bluffs, wetlands
or beaches abutting tidal waters is expressly prohibited.

C. l. T~e mining and extraction of minerals, including but not limited to
sand and gravel from the territorial waters of the state of Rhode Island,
whether by land-based or floating machinery, shall be prohibited until such
time as sufficient technical and research data is shown to this Council
to prove under what condition said extracting and mining may be carried
out without adversely altering the marine environment or conflicting with
other use of tidal waters. Council sponsored research is in progress.

2. This prohibition shall not be deemed to include dredging of tidal
waters for navigational purposes, channel maintenance or beach replenishment.

SECTION 2.4: NATIVE ENERGY RESOURCES

FINDINGS:

A. A cruceal factor in the future of the Northeast is the supply and
cost of the energy needed to power industry, heat homes,and pro-
vide transportation .

- The Northeast is presently heavily dependent upon imported
oil.

- The costs of energy are relatively high in the region
compared to other parts of the country. This climate is
such that energy consumption in industries is also some-
what higher than in many other states. These factors
often discourage industries from locating in the region
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(See Section 5.4). Our dependence on foreign oil makes us
particularly vulnerabl~ to the uncertainties of world politics.

- Rhode Island at present makes no significant use of energy
resources from within the state's boundaries. Native energy
resources do exist, however, and may become of great signifi-
cance in the future.

B. Indications of the existence of deeply buried low sulphur coal have recently
been found in the Narragansett Basin.

- Figure 2-2 summarizes the results of preliminary research in
Rhode Island. Some of the most promising sites are in
Newport and Bristol Counties.

- Preliminary data suggests that the 60 square mile area with
the highest potential r~ight contain 90 million tons of mineable
coal of which some 15 million tons may lie within Rhode Island.

- One new way of using this resource may be to gasify the coal in-
situ by igniting seamsy pressurizing the fire, and removing the
gas down seam from the fire. The gas could be used to drive
turbines above ground.

C. Solar energy is presently regau-ded as a potentially important source of
energy that could provide a significant proportion of our energy needs.

- The total solar energy received by the state each year is
many times our total annual energy consumption. The problem
is that solar energy is diffused and must be concentrated
to be usable as an energy source.

- The most practical uses of solar energy are presently home
water heating (for dom~stic and commercial use) and space
heating. These two en~rgy uses presently account for some
40 percent of Rhode Island's total annual energy consumption~

- Heating water with solar power is presently competitive with
electrical water heating, with annual savings occurr.ing a few
years after installation.

- The federal government has recently proposed a series of
incentives which would encourage the installation of solar
water heaters.

- Solar powered home heating by hot water or hot air has been proved
feasible but the technology is not as readily available as tlhat
needed to provide hot water. The initial costs of installin~
such a system are higl~.

D. Wind power may prove to be a significant supplemental source of power in
the future but many problems remain to be solved before wind power will be
feasible as a significant energy source.

- No thorough analysis has been made of the possibility of utilizing
wind power throughout Rhode Island. Providence, however, is
one of the windiest cities in the U.S. with speeds averaging
10.7 mph over a year.
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- Large wind powered electricity generators could interfere with
neighborhood television and radio reception, requiring special

filters on the receivers or at the generating station.

- Wind power is probably most feasible as a supplemental energy

source that could be used, for example, in conjunction with

solar collectors and conventional power sources.

D. Water powered Rhode Island industries in the last century, but this energy

source is presently almost entirely unutilized.

- There were 460 water wheels in operation in 1875 but only

4 in 1972• '

- Water was used to power textile mills, saw mills, and

grist mills. The Pawcatuck, Pawtuxet, Providence and Black-
stone rivers were the sites for most water powered industries.

- Although the amount of power that can be produced in Rhode
Island from water appears relatively small, water power
could again be utilized to power some manufacturing plants
and residential buildings.

- The total capacity of hydroelectric facilities is 10,000 kilowatts,

enough to generate 1.5~ of Rhode Island's electricity consumptaon.

E. Other native sources of energy include wood, solid waste and geothermal

energy.

- As the cost of electrici~ty, oil and gas spiral upwards more
and more people are using wood stoves to help heat their

homes. Highly efficient stoves are readily available and

firewood is relatively inexpensive.

- The Rhode Island Solid Waste Management Corporation is plan-

ning to burn sewage sludge and solid waste in a power plant

that is expected to produce 2 percent of the state's electricity

needs by the early 1980's

- Geothermal energy may prove to be a power source for centralized

industries and institutions. The technology for using the resource

in Rhode Island is still in the experimental phase.
The concept is to drill approximately six kilometers down
into the earth's crust and to circulate water to the bottom
of the hole where it will become heated. The heated water or

steam could be used for space heating or industrial process

steam. It is unlikely to be developed in the next 10-20 years.

F. Energy conservation is in itself a major untapped energy resource.

- An ~1~rmin~ proportton ~f ~h~ ~n~r~y ~on~~m~d ~y Indu~trl~l,
commercial and residential users is wasted. A study by the
New England Regional Commission projected that in 1990, only
40 percent of the energy consumed in Rhode Island will be used
for the intended purpose. Sixty percent will be lost or made
unavailable due to inefficiency in residential, commercial,
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industrial, and transportation energy use. Losses due to the

conversion of fuel to electricity, and inefficiency in the trans-

portation sector were the two most important contributors to

energy loss.

- Conservation of energy through more efficient space heating,

appliances and building insulation will become an increasingly

important element in the state's energy policy.

- Conservation options and potential must be evaluated as care-

fully and extensively as development of any other native energy

resource.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. The Council shall continue existing cooperative efforts with other

state agencies and the Governor's Office in undertaking energy plan-

ning and formulating state energy policies.

B. Council Pol~citsandRe9w~etso,~s regarding Ports, Commercial/Industrial

and E~ergy Facility Siting recognize and accommodate state energy

needs.

SECTION 2.5: TERRESTRIAL SYSTEMS

2.5.1 Agriculture

DEFINITION:

Agricultural land is identified as: (1) tilled or tillable land upon

which a crop is being or has recently been produced, (2) actively managed

orchards, nurseries and cranberry bogs and (3) lands used for livestock

pasturing.

FINDINGS:

A. New England agriculture has been declining for nearly a century.

In Rhode Island land committed to agriculture has been reduced from

some one half million acres in 1880 to onty 46,800 acres in 1976.

- Many of the factors involved in this trend are beyond the
capabilities of state government to redress. These include:

. Competition from such other more productive
farming regions as Florida, California and
the Midwest;

. Competition for labor from higher paying vocations
in commerce and industry;

. Drastic increases in labor, equipment and general
production costs;

. Increased productivity per acre for prime lands
which discourages the continued working of
marginal areas.
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- Some factors are, howe~rer, responsive to management efforts.

These include:
. Tax policies which influence residential or conversion

of farm lands;

. Planning policies and siting criteria for residential

and commercial-industrial development.

- It is possible that demands for less energy intensive farming,

rising transportation costs, and increasing needs for food will

gradually restore intra-regional competitiveness to New England and

Rhode Island agriculture.

B. Agricultural lands have a significance which frequently exceeds their

direct economic value:

- They are often ground water recharge areas.

- They provide scenic diversity and help maintain a rural environment.

- Cropland borders provide valuable wildlife habitat.

- They are valuable recreational lands following the growing season.

- Prime agricultural land as defined by the U.S. Department of Agricul-

ture does occur in Rhode tsland's coastal region.

C. Preservation of agricultural ~ands is an issue of statewide and

not purely coastal significance. Management of agricultural lands

must accomodate the statewide nature of the problems and issues

involved if it is to properly and effectively address them.

- Agriculture is not a primary land use in the Rhode Island

coastal region.

- Coastal agricultural policies cannot be formulated in

isolation .

- Council Management ~olicies and f~~w~ationS must be formulated

in the context of statewide initiatives.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. The Council recognizes that local government has the principal

responsibility to plan for ar~d manage land use and development,

much of which is of local concern only. It, however, encourages

and shall endeavor to support local efforts to adopt plans, zoning

ordinances and taxation policies that:

1. Recognize the socia~, environmental and economic values of

prime agricultural l~ands.
2. Make a distinction 'un planning, zoning and taxation policies

between urban areas (higher and medium intensity development

in the coastal region plan) and rural areas (agricultural and

rural/resource land in the plan), based on land capability
and availability of public services.
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3. Channel development away from agricultural land.

4. Make maximum utilization of the enabling provisions of

the Forest, Farm and Open Space Tax Law (44-27-1, G.L.R.I.)

to preferentially tax lands committed to long term agricul-

tural uses.

B. The Council recognizes continued undire~ted 1oW-density residential

development as a major factor in the conversion of prime agricultural

lands to other uses.

It finds so called "sprawl " a problem of statewide magnitude and

concern, neither unique or indigenous to the coastal region. The

Council consequently supports and urges passage of Bill 77H-6299,
An act Establishing A State-Local Land Management Program. It

finds the Act's purpose, to wit:
l. Relating development to physicat capabilities of land.

2. Relating intensity of development to availability of public

service.
3. Recognizing the areawide impact ~f some development decisions.

4. Protecting valuable natural resources and areas.

5. Reserving suitable sites for needed economic development.

6. Providing adequate housing for all residents.

7. Improving the visuat quality of development.

fully consistent with and supportive of its own planning and management

objectives relative to utilization of the state's coastal resources.

C. Pending passage of comprehensive statewide land management legislation,

however, the Council finds there is much that it can do on its own

~ authority to protect prime agricultural land from excessive development

pressure.

Specifically, through its planning and management responsibilities

regarding sewage treatment and disposal related activities and

developments within or affecting the coastal region and its resources

the Council has adopted siting policies and criteria for commercial

and industrial developments.

2.52 Forests and Forest Transition Lands

FINDINGS:

A. Forests are a major land resource that presently occupy approximately 59
percent (395,000 acres) of Rhode Island's total land area.

- However, only 28i of the state's woodlands are located in

the coastal cities and towns.

- Natural reforestation of abandoned fields has resulted in
large increases in total forest acreage since the agricul-

tural decline began in late 1800's. However, recent USDA
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statistics show that total forest acreage has fallen by
8 percent since 1g53. At the same time, the total volume
of growing stock has doubled. Our forests are thus
maturing but decreasing in acreage.

- Wood products from Rhode Island forests include pulp, veneer,
firewood, and low grade cons~truction lumber. Careful manage-
me~t can increase the economic value of our forest products,
especially in light of rising energy needs and dwindling
national supplies.

B. Forests pr~vide important environmental and recreational amenities..

- Hiking trails, state and private camping facilities, sports
clubs, hunting areas, etc. are usually situated within
forested regions.

- Large forest tracts effectively moderate temperature and
winds, and can help reduce air and noise pollution. Forest
lands contribute to groundwater retention and check or
prevent soil erosion.

- Some species of wildlife are highly dependent on forest
ecosystems for breeding and feeding habitat.

- Forests are increasingly needed to provide recreational
alternatives to crowded shoreline areas.

C. Abandoned fields and pastures are lands which are in varying stages of
' transition to a forest community.

- Such undeveloped open lands account for 25,000 acres or
40 of the state's total land area. Nearly 70i of these
lands lie in coastal communities.

- Because their cover and vegetative characteristics differ
from forest areas, transitional lands provide significant
wuldlife habitat. They are a land use type which is decreas-
ing as natural plant succession proceeds.

D. Forest preservation and management is not a significant problem in
the Rhode Island coastal region. However, the following state
controls and programs contribute to preservation and restoration of
this resource:

- The Department of Environmental P1anagement regulates burning in
forests and open lands.

- Swampland forests are protected and regulated under the
provisions of the Freshwater Wetlands Act of 1971 (as
amended).

- The Farm, Forest and Open Space Tax Law of 1g68 provides for pre-
ferential taxation of lands committed to long term forest
or open space use.
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- Council management policies relating to forest preservation in
the Rhode Island coastal region include:

. Policies for the protection and aquisition of
recreation areas. (Section 4.2)

. Policies for the protection and aquisition of
conservation and wildlife management areas.
(Section 4.3)

. Policies regarding residential development.
(Section 5.1)

. Policies for the siting of major facilities.
(Section 5.4, 5.5, 6.1, 6.2, 6.4, and 6.5)

- The Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service within
the U.S. Department of Agriculture administers programs which
promote the preservation and management of R.I. woodlands.

- The Council does not at this time find a need to promulgate
plans or policies in addition to those referenced above to
ensure preservation and restoration of forests and/or forest
transition lands.

2•5•3 Freshwater Wetlands

FINDINGS:

A. Freshwater wetlands are among the most valuable of all natural systems in
Rhode Island.

- Approximately 60,000 acres of land in Rhode Island are
classified as freshwater wetlands. A great majority of
these are forested swamps. Washington County contains the
greatest percentage of freshwater wetlands in Rhode Island.

- Freshwater wetlands are among the most biologically productive eco-
systems, comparing favorably with intensively managed agri-
cultural land.

- In addition to their well recognized fish and wildlife values,
freshwater wetlands are important in water storage and
frequently reduce flooding in low lying areas.

- They frequently have high aesthetic appeal and as undisturbed
natural areas enhance outdoor educational and recreational
opportunities.

B. Freshwater wetlands can significantly influence coastal waters.

- Negative impacts on coastal waters may result if drainage
from wetland a.reas include toxic materials, organic nutrients,
or heavy sediment loads.

- In general, the more inland a freshwater wetland is situated,
the greater its chances of assimilating foreign substances
or settling suspended sediments before impacting tidal ,
areas.



C. Rhode Island's freshwater wetlands are protected and managed by

legislative mandate. Principal state controls included the Fresh-

water Wetlands Act of 1971 (20-1-18 to 25, G.L.R.I.) and Department

of Health water quality controls (46-12, G.L.R.I).

- The Freshwater Wetlands Act establishes as public policy

the preservation of the purity and integrity of freshwater

ponds, streams, rivers, swamps, marshes and bogs.

- The Freshwater Wetlands Act requires a Department of

Environmental Management permit for any alteration to the character

of a freshwater wetland and sets forth standards for un-

acceptable alteration:
. Reduction of flood retention and mitigation

ability '
. Reduction of groundwater recharge capacity

. Reduction of water quality

. Reduction of wildlife habitat or recreational

value

- The Department of Health is the state's legislatively de-

signated water pollutimn control agency. The Department

is authorized and charged to:
. Prevent, control and abate pollution of the

state's waters through appropriate rules and

regulations
. Adopt and modify as necessary water quality

standards
. Regulate discharge of sewage into state waters

- Th~e Department of Environmental Management also undertakes the

following management programs relative to freshwater wetlands:

. Fish and wildlife stocking

. Marsh construction

. Waterfowl inventorying

. Acquisition of wildlife habitat

D. The Counc~l finds that its legislatively mandated responsibility to

ensure "that preservation and u-estoration of ecological systems

shall be the primary guiding principle upon which environmental

alteration of coastal resources will be measured, judged and regu-

lated" is best discharged through effective implementation of the

above described state laws, regulations and programs.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. It shall be the Council's policy to cooperate through its own plan-

ning, regulatory and permitting actions with the Department of

Environmental Management and the Department of Health in implementing,

respectively, the provisions of Title 20, Chapter 18 and Title 46,

Chapter 12 of the General Laws as expressed by applicable rules
and regulations promulgated pursuant thereto.
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B. Council Policies and Regulations regarding recreation areas, conservation

and wildlife management areas, residental development and major facility

siting will be implemented with particular concern for their impact on the

preservation and restoration of the state's freshwater wetlands.

2.5.4 Wildlife

FINDINGS:

A. Rhode Island's wildlife resources are abundant and provide important

recreational and economic benefits long recognized by the Council and other

state and private agencies.

- Wildlife, especially waterfowl, deer and rabbits support
recreational hunting which supplies considerable revenues
to the state in the form of licenses, ammunition and arms

sales.
. Since 1938, portions of federal excise tax revenues on

arms and ammunition have been returned to Rhode

Island for the acquisition and management of wild-

life lands. Approximately 8,000 acres of land
have been acquired in this manner. They have
also paid for fish and wildlife management activities

on over 32,000 acres.

- An abundant wildlife resource helps maintain the attractive-
ness of the coastal region and is dependent upon adequate
environmental diversity and quality.

- Non-game species are the most abundant of our wildlife

resource. Songbirds and small mammals are particularly
plentiful. Census counts and birdwatching are significant

recreational and scientific activities. Rhode Island is
more significant to migratory than to breeding waterfowl.

B. Department of Environmental Management wildlife management programs are

designed to maintain healthy populations and to assure that adequate habitats

are provided.

- Rhode Island's deer herd is estimated to be between
1200 and 2400 animals and is considered one of the
healthiest herds in New England. Washington County
and Prudence Island have the highest deer populations
in the coastal region.

- Waterfowl hunting is well regulated. Waterfowl management
includes programs in waterfowl banding and censuses,
wildlife marsh construction, wood duck box and food plot
establishment.

C. Residential and other developments are usurping many acres of wildlife
habitat.

- Many wildlife populations are being forced into fewer and
smaller areas. This is also causing increased restrictions
on traditional hunting practices and recreational pursuits
in general.



- While wetlands habitat destruction has slowed, changing land

uses in upland regions place increasing pressures on wild-
1 i fe.

- Species showing the greatest population gains in recent
years are those which have readily adapted to suburban and

oth~er heavily altered landscape types.

D. The Council finds that the preservation and restoration of the wild-

life resources of the coastal region is adequately provided for

under existing state programs. These include:

- Department of Environmental Management wildlife management programs

including regulation of hunting, seasonal closures, licensing,

game breeding and stocking.

- Council Policies and Regulations regarding recreation areas,

conservation and wildlife management areas, residential

development and major facility siting.

- The Council does not at this time find a need to promulgate

plans or policies in addition to those referenced above to

ensure preservation and restoration of wildtife.

2•5•5 Public Water Supplies

FINDINGS:

A. Rhode Island is endowed with abundant freshwater resources. These

include both surface water in the form of lakes, streams and reservoirs

and ground~vater supplies that may be exploited by drilling wells.

Sources that are now developed for public water systems meet present

needs.

- Approximately 130 million gallons of water a day is supplied

by developed sources. These sources supply some 65 percent

of the state's population.

- Major groundwater reserves in the coastal region are found in

th~e upper Pawcatuck River area and along the west Bay. No

major groundwater reserves with potential as public water su~-

plies have been found on the Bay islands or on the east side

of the Bay.

- Much remains to be learned about the size and characteris-

tics of developable groundwater reserves before a full assess-

ment can be made of the volumes and quality of water they could

produce on a sustained basis. Investigations on this topic

are in progress through the R.I. Water Resources Board.

B. According to a 1969 report prepared by the Statewide Planning Program

on public water systems, a growing population and a steadily in-

creasing per capita rate of water consumption will require the develop-

ment of new public water supplies.



- The report states that the per capita rate of water consump-

tion will increase by 1.5 gallons a day each year.

- The report also forecasts continued increases in population

and a heavier reliance on public, rather than individual

water systems.

- Projections are that by 1990 public water supplies should be

capable of providing an additional 67 million gallons per

day.

- The 1969 report is now outdated since the rate of population

growth has declined and all long range need projections have

changed in light of new economic realities.

C. The development of major new water supplies involves a host of environ-

mental and social issues.

- The State Water Resources Board was created by the legislature

in 1g67 and was charged to develop a comprehensive state water

resources program. The Board is empowered to acquire property,

construct facilities and approve or disapprove municipal water

plans.

- The state Department of Health is responsible for water quality

and must approve all public water supply sources and treatment

plants.

- Present plans developed by the Water Resources Board include the
construction of large inland reservoirs. This involves large

tracts of land, relocating the population and flooding the land.

- The realization of large scale plans require a large measure of

cooperation among effected towns and targe sums of money. Both

requirements have to date caused considerable debate and conflict.

D. While water supply in the Rhode Island coastal region is not presently

a problem and none of the new reservoirs proposed by the Water Resources
Board are in the coastal region, the Council recognizes that water supply

is an issue of potentially great future significance.

- It will be necessar•,~ to reevaluate both population projec-
tions and consumption patterns to obtain an accurate picture
of long term public water supply requirements.

- Conservation practices such as recycling and rate manipulation
should all be considered for their impact on consumption rates
and patterns.

- Provisions should be made to treat increased levels of waste
water resulting from the utilization of greater amounts of
source water by munici.pal and industrial facilities.



POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. it shall be the Council's policy to cooperate in any manner possible
with the Water Resources Board and other state and municipal bodies in-
volved in public water supply planning as that planning effects or in-
volves the water resources of the coastal region.

B. Where the Council finds a relationship between water resources plans
and programs and the resources of the coastal region it shall ensure that
such plans and programs are consistent with the Coastal Resources Management
P rog ram.
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SECTION 3.1: COASTAL WATER QUALITY

Pollution may be cons.idered as any action that overtaxes the capacity of

the environment to assimilate wastes. This section concentrates upon the

pollution of coastal waters. The major sources of coastal pollution are

municipal sewage plants, industriat discharges, urban and rural runoff, solid

waste disposal, and leachate from individual septic systems. Other pollution

sources discussed elsewhere in this document include recreational boating/marinas

(Section 4,4), shipping (Section5.2) oil spills(Sec. 6.3 ~ 6.~and dredging

(Section 5.3). The major consequences of the pollution of coastal waters

are:

. the alteration of chemical or physical properties of marine

waters so that they no longer provide a suitable habitat
for natural biological communities (e.g., pH, temperature,

salinity)

. the accumulation of toxins,
threaten the welfare of man
heavy metals, hydrocarbons,
in sewage)

carcinogens or pathogens which

or aquatic organisms (e.g.,
bacteria and viruses carried

. disruption of ecological balances in marine waters upon

whi.ch natural biological communities depend (e.g., exces-

sive oxygen consumption or nutrient input)

. the addition of man-made substances foreign to the marine

environment whose impacts are largely unknown (e.g., polychlorinated
biphenyls (PC'B's)~ kepone).

. the disruption or burial of bottom communities due to

increased sedimentation.

3.1.1 An Assessment

FINDINGS:

A. Water quality in Rhode Island's coastal waters is generally good and is
improving.

- A map showing the classification of coastal waters and those
areas which are out of compliance is presented in Figure 3-1.
The classification criteria and allowable uses are shown in
Table 3-l. (The classifications of the state's waters are currently
being revised).

- 92i of ~darragansett Bay and its major tributaries are presently
meeting class SA or SB standards. This percentage is expected
to increase to 96i by 1983.
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TABLE 3-1

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
AND

PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

DIVISION OF WATER POLLUTION CONTROL
WATER QUA~ITY CRITERIA FOR CLASSIFICATION

OF WATERS OF THE STATE
ADOPTED 1967, revised 1973, 1975, 1977

GENERAL POLICY

The following are the criteria of water quality adopted for use in the
classif?cation of the waters of the state. In classification of the waters,
consideration is given to all factors involved, ~ncluding public health,
public enj~yment, propagation and protection of fish and wildlife, and eco-
nomic and social development. Classifications are not intended to permit
indiscriminate waste disposal or to allow minimum efforts of waste treatment
under any circumstances.

In the discharge of waste treatment plant effluents to the receiving
waters, cognizance shall be given both in time and distance to allow for
mixin~ of effluent and stream. Such distances required for complete mixing
shall not affect the water usage Class adopted but shali be defined and
controlled by the regulatory authority.

ANTIDEGRADATION

I. P!o new discharges permitted into C1ass A, SA, B, or SB waters. This
prohibition shall~ not apply where it is demonsirated by the applicant to the
state that the discharge under most adverse conditions will not impair any
usages specifically assigned to the class and the waters wiil not be degraded
below existing classification. Most adverse c~nditions shall include but not
limited to minimum dilution pr~edictable and complete disruption in operation
at any treatment system. Thi~ prohibition shall not apply to normal stormwater
drainage.

II. Waters whose existing quality is better than the established standards
as of the date on which such standards become effective will be maintained at
such high quality unless it has been affirmatively demonstrated to the Direcior
and after a up blic hearinq that a change is justifiable as a result of necessary
economic or social development and will not result in a significant loss of a
use presently possible in such waters. Any in~ustrial, public, or private pro-
ject or development which would constitute a new source of pollution or an
increased source of pollution to high quali~y waters will be required to
provide the highest and best practic~~le means of waste treatment to maintain
high water Quality. In implementing this policy, the Administrator of the
Federal Environmental Protection Agency wi~l be kept advised and will be
provided with such information as he will need to discharge his responsibilities
under the Federal Water Pollution Control Act, as amended.

In the review of EPA N°DES~permits, no approval will be ~~•ven .~]~ss ~
until the Director has information on existinq water ~uality for the substances
to be discharged.

~National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System



Item

Uissolved oxygen

?. Sludge deposits-
solid refuse-
flaating solids-
oils-grease-scum

TABLE 3-1 (continued) -. '

STATE OF—R}IODE I SLAND
DEPARTMENT OF IIEALTH

DIVISION OF WATER POLLUTION CONTROL

WATER QUALITY CRITERIA FOR FRESH WATERS

Class A

Suitable for water supply and all
other water uses; character uni-
formly excellent.

75% saturation, 16
hours/day, but not
less than 5 m~/1
at a~ time.

None allowable

3. Color and None other than of
turbidity natural origin. Not

to exceed 5 Jackson
Units (5 JU).

Class B

Suitable for bathing, other ►ecrea-
tional purposes, agricultural uses,
industnal processes and cooling;
excellent fish and wild life habitat;
good aesthetic value; acceptable
for public water supply with appro-
priate treatment.

75% saturativn, 16
hours~day, but not
less than 5 mg/1
at a~ time.

None allowable

None in such concen-
trations that would
impair any usages
specifically assigned
to this Class. Not
to exceed 10 JU.

Class C

Suitable for fish and wifd life habi-
tat, recreational boating, and in-
dustrial processes and cooling;
good aesthetic value.

Minimum 5 mg/1 any time..
Normal seasonal and di-
urnal variations above
5 mg/1 will be main-
tained. For sluggish
eutrophic waters, not
less than 4 mg/1 at any
time. Normal seasOnal
and diurnal variations
above 4 mg/1 will be
maintained..

None (See Note 7)

None in such concen-
trations that would
impair any usages
specifically assigned
to this Class. Not
to exceed 15 JU.

Class D

Suitable for navigation, power, cer-
tain industrial processes and cool-
ing, and migration of fish; good
aesthetic value.

A minimum of 2 mg/1 at
any time,

None (See Note 7)

None in such concen-
trations that would
impair any usages
specifically assigned
to this Class



I tetn

~. Col i form bactc~ i~~

5 . (=ecal col i for~~~
bacteria/100 ml

5. laste and odor~

8. Allowable
temperature
increase

Class A

Not to exceed a medtan
of 100 per 100 mi nor
more than ~00 in more
than lOq of samples
collected

(See Note 12)

None other than of
natural origin

As naturally occurs

None other than of
natural origin

TABLE 3-1 (continued)

FRESH WATER~ ( Coni;i nued )

Class B

Not to exceed a median
of 1,000 per 100 ml
nor more than 2,400
in more than 20q of
samples collected

(See Note 12)

None in such concen~
trations that would
impair any usages
specifica~ly assigned
to this Class nor
cause taste and odor
in edible portions
of fish

6.5 - II.O, or as
naturally occurs.

Only such increases
that will not impair
any usages specif-
ically assigned to
this Class (See Note 6)

9. Chemical con- (See Note 5) (See Note 5)
Stituents

Class C

None in such concen-
trations that would
impair any usages
specifically assigned
to this Class

None in such concen-
trations that would
impair any usages
specifically assigned
to this C1ass nor
cause taste and odor
in edible fish

.~ :

Only such increases
that will not impair
any usages specif-
ically assigned to this
Class or causes the

r~ owth of unfavorable
s~ecies of biota,

(See Note 5)

Class D

None in such concen-
trations that would
impair any usages
spFc.ifically assignec
to this C1ass

Nor~e i n such concen-
trations that would
impair any usages
spec:ifically assignec
to this Class

6.0 - 9.0

None except where thE
increase will not exc
the 1^ecommended limii
on i:he most sensitiVE
wati~r use and in no
cas~ exceed 90oF.

(See Note 5)



TABLE 3-1 (continued)

NOTES: FRESH WATER

1. These Standards do not apply to conditions brought about by natural causes.

2. Class D waters will be assigned only where a higher water use Class cannot be
attained after all appropriate waste treatment methods are utilized. Appropriate
waste treatment shall be secondary t~eatment with disinfection or the equivalent.

3. Al1 sewage treatment plant effluents sha11 receive disinfection before discharge
into a watercourse.

4. Any water falling below the standards of quality for a given Class shall be
considered unsat~sfactory for the uses indicated for that Class. Waters ~alling
below the standards of quality for C~ass D shall be Class E and considered to be
in a nuisance condition.

5. Chemical Constituents

a. Waters shall be free from chemical constituents and radio-active mater~als
in concentrations or combinations which would be harmful to human, animal,
or aquatic life for the appropriate most sensitive and governing water
class use or unfavorably alter the biota.

b. In areas where fisheries are the governing considerations and approved limits
have not bee~ established, bioas.says shall be performed as required by the
appropriate agencies. The latest edition of the federal publication '~ater
ualit Criteria.will be considered in the interpretation and application of
bioassay res~lts. Bioassays shall be performed according to the latesi edition
of Standard ~ethods for the Examination of Water and Wastewater (APHA .

c. Phosphorus Concentration - none in such concentration that would impair any
usages specifically assigned to said Class. New discharges of wastes con-
taining phosphates will not be permitted into or immediately upstrea~ of
lakes or pon~ds. Phosphates shall 6e removed from existing discharges-to
the extent that such removal is or may become technically and reasonably
feasible.

d. For public drinking water supplies,
Environmental Protection Agency wi11
s~r~ngen state requirements.

the limit prescribed by the United States
be used where not superseded by more

e. The latest edition of Environmental Protection Agency ualit Criteria for
Water, the ~atest edition of Water ualit Criteria State of California,
and other scientifically acceptable criteria will be used as guidelines in
assessing impacts of chemical constituents in the issuance of erp mits and
implementing other water uaq lit~ improvement proarams.



TABLE 3-1 (continued)

6. The temperature increase shall not raise the temperature of the receiving waters
above the recommended limit on the most sensitive receiving water use and in no
case exceed 83°F. In no case shall the temperature of the receiving water be
raised more than 4°F. Heated dischar es into designated trout habitats shall not
raise the temperature above 50 F durin October to 15 June nor reg ater than 54~F,
15 June throu9h September.

1. Sludge deposits, floating solids, oils, grease and scum shail not be allowed except
for such small amounts that may result from the discharge of appropriately treated
sewage or industrial waste effluents.

8. The minimum aver~ge daily flow for seven consecutive days that can be expected to
occur once in ten years shall be the minimum flow to which the standards apply.

9. Class B and C waters shall be substantially free of pollutants that:

a. Undesirably affect the composition of bottom a uq atic life,

b. Undesirably affect the physical or chemical nature of the bottom,

c. Interfere with the propagation of desirable a uq atic life.

10. Class A waters in use for drinking water supply may be subject to restricted use
by State and local authorities.

11. The latest edition of Standard Methods for Examiniation of Water and Wastewater,
APHA, will be followed i7 the collection, preservation, and.analysis of samples.
Where a method is not given, the latest procedures of the American Society for
Testin Material (ASTM) will be followed. Other methods recommended by the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) can be used, if legally acceptable.

12. As a guideline, pending further research, a fecal coliform criteria for Class A
waters of a median of 20 per 100 ml, not more than 200 per 100 ml in more than
10% of the samples collected, and for Class B waters a median value of 200 per
100 ml, not more than 500 per 100 ml in more than 20% of the samples collected,
,.r~l ~ b2 ~..s2~.

13. In the case of thermal discharges, where mixing zones are allowed, the mixing zone
will be limited to no more than 1/4 of the cross sectional area and/or volume or
flow of stream or estuary, leaving at least 3/4 free as a zone of passage.

14. All small streams tributary to Class A waters shall be Class A. All other small
streams where the classification is not indicated shall be Class B.



TABLE 3-1 (continued)

STATE-OF.RHODE ISLAND
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

DIVISION OF WATER POLLUTION CONTROL

WATER QUALITY CRITERIA FOR SEA Wt~TER '`

Item Class SA Class SB Class SC

Suitable for baihing, other recrea-
Suitable for all sea water uses includ- tional purPoses, industrial cooling Suitabte fish, shellfish and wild life
ing shellfish harvesling fo~ direct and shellfish harvesting for human habitat; suitable for recreational
huinan consumption (approved consumption after depuraUon (re- boating, and industrial coo~ing
shellfish areas), bathing and other st►icted shellfish area); excellent good aesthetic value.
water contact sports. fish and wild life habitat; good

aesttietic value.

l. Dissolved oxygen Not less than 6.0 Not less than 5.0 Not less than 5 mg/1

mg/1 at any time mg/1 at any time during at least 16
hours of any 24-hour
period nor less than
4 mg/1 at any time

2. Sludge deposits- None allowable None allowable None except that amou

solid refusea that may result from

floating solids- the discharge from a

oils-grease- waste treatment facil

scum ity providing appro-
priate treatment

3 Color and None in such concen- None in such concen- None in such concen-

turbidity trations that will trations that would trations that would

impair ~ny usages impair any usages impair any-usages

specifically assigned specifically assigned specifically assigned

to this Class to this Class to this Class

4. Coliforrn bacteria Not to exceed a med- Not to exceed a med- None in such concen-

per 100 ml ian MPN of 70 and ian value of 700 and trations that would

not more than 10% of not more than 2300 impair any usages

the samples shall in more than 10% of specifically assigned

ordinarily exceed an the samples to this Class

MPN of 230 for a 5-
tube decimal dilution
or 330 for a 3-tube
decimal dilution



TABLE 3-1 (continued)

~

~

ltem

Fecal coliform
bacteria/100 nil

Taste and odor

~ p~~

'~. Allo~Nable
temperature
increase

~hemical con-
stituents
(See Note S.4)

Radioactivity

SEA WATER (Continued)

Class SA

(See Note S.9)

None allowable

.: :

(See Note 5.10)

None in concentrations
or combinations which
would be harmful tu
human, animal or ac~uatic
1 i fe or wh i ch woul ~l make
the waters unsafe nr
unsuitable for fisi~ or
shellfish or their prop-
agation, impair the
pal atabi 1 i ty of sa~~+e,
or impai r the wate~~s
for any other uses

(See Note S.7)

Class SQ

(See Note S.9)

None in such concen-
trations that would
impair any usages
specifically assigned
to this Class and none
that would cause taste
and odor in edible
fish or shellfish

C~ : s

(See Note S.10)

None in concentrations
or combinations which
would be harmful to
human, animal or aquatic
life or which would make
the waters unsafe or
unsuitable for fish or
shellfish or their prop-
agation, or impair the
water for any other usage
assigned to this Class

(See Note S.7)

Class SC

None in such concen-
trations that would
impair any usages
specifically assigned
to tl~is Class and none
that would cause taste
and.udar in edible
fish or shellfish

~ :~

(See Note S.10)

None in concentrations
or combination5 which
would be harmful to
human, animal or aquat
life or which would ma
the waters unsafe or
unsuitable for fish or
shellfish or their pro
agation, or impair the
water for any other us
assiyned to this Class

{See Note S.7)



TABLE 3-1 (continued)

NOTES: SEA WATER

S- 1 Sea waters are those waters subject to the rise and fall of the tide.

S- 2 Al1 sewage treatment plant effluenis shall receive disinfection before
discharge to sea waters.

S- 3 The water quality standards do not apply to conditions brought about by
natural causes.

S- 4 The waters shall be substantially free of pollutants that will:

a. Unduly affect the composi.tion of bottom fauna,
b. Unduly affect the physical or chemical nature of the bottom,
c. Interfere with the propagat~on of fish and shellfish,
d. Undesirably alter the qualitative and quantitative character
— of the biota.
e. The latest edition of Environmental Protection Agency Water
— ualit Criteria for Water, the latest edition of Water ualit

Criteria State of California, and other scientifically acceptable
criteria wi11 be used as guidelines in assessina impacts of chemi-
cal constituents in the issuance of ep rmits and implementina oth~r
water uaq lity improvement programs.

S- 5 Bacteriological surveys of sea waters should include sampling during periods
when the most unfavorable hydrographic and pollution conditions prevail.

S- 6 Any water falling below the standards of quality for a given Class shall be
considered unsuitable for the uses indicated for that Class. Waters falling
below the standards of quality for Class SD shall be Class SE and considered
to be in a nuisance condition.

S- 7 The level of radioactive materials in all waters shall not be in concentrations
or combinations which would be harmful to human, animal or aquatic~life, or
result in concentration in organisms producing undesirable conditions.

S- 8 In the case of thermal discharges into tidal rivers or estuaries, where mixing
zones are allowed, the mixing zone wiT7—be 7imi~ te~to no more t~ian 1/4 of the
cross sectional area and/or volume of flow of stream or estuary, leavin:g at
least 3/4 free as a zone of passage. In wide estuaries and oceans, the
limits of mi•xing zones will be established ~ the Director.

S- 9 As a guide, pending further research, for Class S~ waters a fecal coiiform
criteria of a median value of 15 per 100 mi not more than 10 percent of the
sampies exceeding 50 per 100 ml and for C1ass SB waters and a fecal coliforrn
criteria of a median value of 50 per 100 ml and not more than 500 per 100 ml

- in 10 percent of the samples collected, will be used.

-; SD and SE classifications have been eliminated as water quality goals. Descriptions

of these classes are as follows:

SD - Suitable for navigation, industrial cooling, and migration of fish;

good aesthetic value
SE - Nuisance, unsuitable for most uses.



TABLE 3- 1 (continued)

S- 10 Temperature increase: PJone except where the increase wiil not exceed the
recommended ]imit on the most sensitive receiving water use and in no case
exceed 83oF or in any case raise the normal temperatur2 more than 1.5~F,
15 June through September and not more than 4oF from October through
15 June at the boundary of such mi•xing zones as is found to be reasonable
~ the Oirector.

S- 11 The latest edition of the federal publication Water ualit Criteria will be
considered in the interpretation and application of bioassay results. Bio-
assays will be performed according to the latest edition of Standard Methods
for the Examination of Water and Wastewater APNA~-

S- 12 The latest edition of Standard Methods for Exa~ination of Water and Waste-
water, APHA,,will be followed in the collection, preservation, and analysis
of samples. Where a method is not given, the latest procedures of the
American Society for Testing Materials (AS?1N) will be followed. Other
methods recommended by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) can be
~sed, if legally acceptable.
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- Since 1967, water quality improvements have eliminated the
SE category for existing conditions and the SD category as

a water quality goal. Major improvement has occurred in

the Seekonik River (from SE to SC).

- 74% of the total possible shellfishing areas of the state are

open (class SA) and an additional 8i are conditional waters

open except after periods of heavy runoff. (data from Jan.

1975, Dept. of Health).

- Some fishery resources whose previous decline has been at

least in part attributed to pollution, appear to be recovering.

. Sport fish have recently been taken in the upper

Providence River.
. Blue crabs and bay scallops that all but disappeared

in the 1960's appear to be returning to some estuarine

waters.

B. Pollution in the Providence River and in Upper Narragansett Bay caused

by discharges from the sewage collection and treatment systems of the

cities of Providence, Central Falls, and Pawtucket, is by far the most

severe water quality problem in Rhode Island's coastal waters.

- The Providence sewage treatment plant at Field's Point is

grossly under-equipped to handle the sewage it receives:

. Antiquated and failing equipment cannot provide

the level of treatment necessary to meet
EPA's minimum requirements for £iSo BOD (biochemical oxygen demand)

removal.
. Average daily flows to the plant exceed the design

capacity.
. The treatment provided does not remove pollutants

contained in the industrial sewage received

by the plant.
. The cost of the repairs mecessary to make the plant

meet Environmental Protection Agency requirements are

estimated at $8.5 million.

- The very extensive network of combined sewer systems of Providence,

Pawtucket, and Central Falls deliver an unmeasured amount of untreated

stormwater mixed with raw sewage to the Providence River during
rainy we~ther.
. The cost of totally separating the sewers from the

storm drains in the Providence system alone is
estimated at nearly $1 billion.

. Alternative abatement stc-ategies are now being studied.

However, planning and implementation have been
projected to take as long as 10 years.
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- Existing water quality in the Providence River is rated SD.
. Severe oxygen depletion occurs during summer months in some segments

making the waters uninhabitable for most aquatic
1 ife.

. Anoxic bottom sludges retease offensive odors

- Harvesting of one of the richest shellfishing areas of Narragan-
sett E3ay is severely curtailed by pollution from the.Provi.dence area.
. The northernmost pa~-t~ of Narrac~anseft 3ay i s cl ass i f i ed SB and thus i s

permanently cYosed to ~ar~vesiing of shellfi.sh for direct consumptionM
. A larger area of the Upper Bay is classified SA but is

only conditionally opened to shellfishing. Over-
flows from the combined sewer systems make it
necessary to close the area after half an inch or
more of precipitation.

. The conditional area was closed for 185 days in 1976.

. The percentage of time the area has been closed increased
in 1g77 largely because of equipment fa~lures at
the Fields' Point sewage treatment plant.

- The Providence River is the major source of heavy metals and
hydrocarbons entering Narragansett Bay.

C. Inflow from polluted freshwater systems or from tidal waters outside of
our state boundaries contributes to the degradation of Rhode Island's
coastal waters.

- The lower reaches of the Pawtuxet River is out of compliance with
its C classification.
. Existing quality is rated D and E. The latter is

considered a nuisance condition.
. As a result pollution problems are aggravated in the

Providence River which receives the waters of the
Pawtuxet.

- Water quality in areas of Mt. Hope Bay in RI is out of compliance
with its SB and SC classification due to upstream discharges from
the city of Fall River, Massachusetts.
. The Fall River sewage treatment plant provides only

primary treatment.
. Fall River has a combined sewer system which discharges

untreated storm water and raw sewage through 11
overflows.

. Interstate cooperation with Massachusetts is essential
if the planning and implementation of a pollution
abatement strategy is to succeed in Mt. Hope Bay.
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D. Rhode Island's SA waters are a valuable resource which deserve particular

attention and protection; in spite of a high water quality classification,

some of these areas appear to be threatened by eutrophication (a process in
wlii:ah high nutrient input cau5es excessi~ve plant growth whose decomposition
may result in oxygen depletion).

- SA waters need protection because:
. these areas provide opportunities for recreational and

commercial shellfishing;
. their aesthetic quality makes them desirable areas for

boating;
. high water quality ensures habitat suitability for

aquatic life.

- There is a need to pinpoint areas where eutrophication may be a
growing problem. Examples of areas of concern include the Petta-
•quamscutt. River, Greenwich Bay, and Bullock's Cove.
. Estuarine waters most susceptible to eutrophication

include those where flushing rates are low, (some
coastal ponds and sheltered embayments) and where
there is a plentiful supply of nutrients from
sources such as septic system leachate,runoff or
sewage from boats.

. Eutrophication results from an imbalance in complex
ecological relationships. Thus, determining when

the potential for eutrophication exists is diffi-

cult.
. Pr-esent monitoring techniques, which rely heavily on

dissolved oxygen measurements, only identify
eutrophication problems after oxygen depletion,
and thus ecological stress, has occurred.

E. The presemce and accumulation of toxins, particularly metals and hydro-

carbons, in Rhode Island's marine ecosystems poses a potential hazard

to the viability and productivity of biological communities, includirog

valuable fish and shellfish resources.

- Numerical criteria for allowable concentrations of these substances
in the water column or in fish or shellfish intended for human con-
sumption have not been established (with the exception of inercury

concentrations in food items involved in interstate commerce).
.. The EPA has published guidelines for allowable levels of

many substances in Quality Criteria for Water (1976).
. The Department of Health uses "alert levels" established

by the Federal Food and Drug Administration to deter-

mine when metal concentrations in shellfish exceed

those which could result from incorporation at natural

background levels. Such information is used to iden-

tify new or increasing metal discharges.
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Metal concentrations in shellfish have also been used to

restrict areas to which shellfish may be transplanted

for depuration.
While lethal concentrations of these toxins have been deter-

mined for many organisms, synergistic effects with
other pollutants, and sub-lethal disruptions of physio-
logical processes and behavior patterns are not as well

understood. Transport and accumulation in the environ-
ment and through the food chain are under investigation.

- The lack of criteria, and the absence or expense of accurate methods
of ineasurements have limited.monitoring efforts.
. The Department of Health, however, is increasing its moni-

toring of inetals in known discharges.

- Summaries of the available information on the distribution and con-
centrations of inetals, hydrocarbons, and PCB's in the waters, sedi-
ments, and organisms of Rhode Island's coastal ecosystems gathered
during investigations conducted by URI researchers, EPA, and the
Department of Health have been prepared as part of the Rhode Island
Coastal Ecosystem Inventory .

- The available data indicate that concentration gradients of all
three substances increase toward the upper Bay and the Providence
River.
. It has been estimated that 30-60% of the suspended hydrocar-

bons entering Narragansett Bay from the Providence River
are discharged from the Field's Point sewage treatment
plant. (Van Vleet and Quinn, in press, 1977)•

. The major input of inetals to the Bay is attributed to dis-
charges into municipal sewage systems from the jewelry
and metal working industries in the Providence Area.

. PCB concentrations are also highest in the sediments near
the outfall from the Field's Point plant. Concentra-
tions are not at hazardous levels at this time. Pro-
hibitions on PCB discharges will prevent further
accumulation, although minor inputs could occur from
atmospheric input, sewage discharges, and drainage
from tandfills.

- Metals, hydrocarbons, and PCB's accumulate in sediments; pollution
will therefore continue to be a problem even after discharges have
been eliminated.

- More information is needed on:
. the impacts of both metals and

shellfish resources;
. possible human health hazards

of contaminated fish and
noted that depuration may
carbon contamination);

hydrocarbons on fish and

associated with consumption
shellfish (it should be
not remove metal or hydro-



. the distribution of inetals and hydrocarbons in areas which
have not previously been sampled;

. the relative importance of different sources of these pol-
lutants.

F. Non-point s.ources of pollution are a great threat to coastal waters
which are presently of high quality.

- Non-point sources of pollution include runoff, leachate from septic
systems and landfills, marinas and dredging and spoil disposal.
. Run,off and leachate from septic systems pose the greatest

potential hazard as development spreads to shoreline
areas bordering waters of high quality. (Additional
information on the impacts and present regulations
relating to these discharges is presented in the dis-
cussions of pollution sources).

- Non-poin~•sources are often difficu3t'to control and regulate.

. The~e are.few regulations governing runoff,

. Existing regulations for septic systems do not adequately

prevent nutrients from entering adjacent waterways,
and cannot prevent pollution from older, 'poorly
designed systems. ~

, Enforcement of pollution regulations applicable to f
recreational boats is difficult.

- The "208" Areawide lJater Quality Management Program is assessing I

the impact of non-point sources and will develop a management ,
plan for abatement. The study will be completed in 1978.
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.1.2 Municipal Wastewater Treatment Facilities

F~INDINGS:

A. Municipal wastewater treatment and disposal facilities are the major
generators of pollution where severe water quality degradation has
occurred in Rhode Island waters, including areas such as the Providence
River, Mt. Hope Bay, and the Pawtuxet and Blackstone Rivers.

- These facilities discharge tremendous quantities of suspended
solids, nutrients, organic material, micro-organisms, hydrocarbons,
and other potentially toxic substances.

- Impacts of these discharges on the receiving waters include increased
oxygen consumption, accelerated euthrophication, the presence of
pathogenic organisms, the accumulation of toxic substances in sed-
iments and organisms, increased turbidity, and alteration of sed-
iment characteristics.

- As new facilities are built and existing systems are expanded to
meet the goals of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amend-
ments of 1972, (FWPCA), the volume of and number of sites affected by
these discharges is increasing. Howeve'r, more stringent requirements
on the level of treatment provided will reduce the total quantity of
pollutants introduced to receiving waters.

- The volume of sewage sludge being generated is increasing and
poses a difficult disposal problem. (The Areawide Water Quality Manage-
ment Program includes a sludge management study).

- The problems associated with combined sewer systems and industrial
discharges into municipal facilities are discussed in the sections
on Runoff (3•1•5 ) and Industrial Effluents (3.1.3) respectively.

B. 23 of the 39 cities and towns in Rhode Island are serviced by 15 existing
publicly owned wastewater treatment and/or disposal facilities. (See
Figure 3-2 and Table 3-2).

- 1 system (Jamestown) provides no treatment.
- 7 of the facilities presently provide only primary treatment

(See Table 3'3)•
- These 8 facilities will not meet the Environmental Protection

Agency July l, 1977 deadline for compliance with secondary
treatment requirements. Target compliance dates are
shown in Table 3-3•

- 2 of the existing facilities have average daily flows which
exceed the designed capacity of the plant (See Table 3-3)•

- 4 communities (Providence, Pawtucket, Central Falls, and Newport)
have combined sewer systems.

- Facilities in the construction and planning stages are shown
in Figure 3-2 and Ta61e 3-2.
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TABLE 3-2

EXISTING AND PROPOSED PUBLICL~ OWNED
WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITIES

(Key to Figure ~`3-2)

~ EXISTING Slevel of treatment)

1. BVDC (secondary)
2. Bristol (primary)
3. Cranston (secondary)
4. East Greenwich (secondary/ter~iary~
5. East Pr°ovidence (secondary)
6. Nar~ragansett--Scarbarough (primary)
7. Newpor~ (primary)
8. Providence (secondary)
9. South Kingstc~wn-~Narragan~et~C (s~condary}
l0e Warren (primary)
11. Warwick (secondary)
12. West~rly (pr°imary)
13. West Warwick (secondary)
14. Woonsocket (secondary facilities operatianal by August, 1977)

19. Quonset (existing primary plant to be abandoned, new secondary facility
planned at different location at Quonset)

~ UNDE~ CONSTRUCTION (level of treatment)

15. New Shoreham (advanced using microstrainers)
16. Smithfield (advanced using microstrainers)

~ PLANNED (level of treatment)

17. Burrillville (secondary + phosphorus removal)
18~ James~own (secondary)
19. Quanset-North Kingstawn (se~andar~~+~

Source: Draft inventory prepared by the Areawide Water Quality Management Program



TAQLE 3•~
SUFII~SARY OF SL•LECTED DATA

ON MUNICIPAL WASTEWAT~R TRCATDIENT FACTLITIES

POPULA- APPROX. % DESIGN AVG.DAILY
TREATMENT TION POPULATION FLOIJ, FLOW, RECEIVING WATER QUALITY LEVEL OF TREATTfENT TARGET
FACILITY 1475 EST. SERVED MGD 1976, MGD {dATER EXISTING CLASS. PRESENT PROPOSED DATE

BLACKSTONE VALi.EY Secondary-
DISTRICT CU[~4~i. (1) 31.0 20.46 Seekonk River SC SC AcCiv.Sludge Modifications 1981
-Central Falls 17,900 100% 2.29 [o existing
-Cumberland 27,900 29% 0.76 system to meet
-E.Providence 11,700 SSi 2.28 effluent standards

(Rumford) and operate at
- Lincoln 17,700 16~ 2.23 design capacity
- Pawcucket 74,000 98% 12.90

BRISTOL (2) 18,700 78Y< 3.0 1.97 Bristol Harbor SC SC Primary Secondary 1961

CRANSTON (3) 78,000 91% 11.4 10,90 Pawtuxe[ River D C Secondary- Secondary- 1982 ~
Activ.Sludge nitrogen removal
. in sunwer

EAST GREENWICH (4) 10,600 35~6 0.512 0.499 Greenwich Cove SC SC Secondary - Study pending --
trickling fil-
ters - sand
filters in summer

, EAST PROVIDCNCE (5) 39,100 97~6 10.4 5.70 Providence SC SC Secondary - " Secondary - 1977 (in
' (excl. Rumford) River trickling Eilters Activ.Sludge operation)

JAMESTOWN (18) 3,600 48Y. -- -- Narragansett * ** None Secondary - 1979
Bay Activ. Sludge

I NARRAGANSETT (6) 3,150 80% 0.288 0.252 Narraganseet SB SB Primary Secondary 1980
! (Scarborough) (1970) Bay

I' Source: Draft inventory prepared by the Areawide Water Quality Management Program



TABLE 3 3 (cont i nued)_.
SUNAfARY OF S~L~CTED DATA

ON MUNICIPAL idASTCWATE2 TRGATTtGNT FACILITIGS

POPULA- APPROX. % DESIGN AVG.DAILY
TRCATMENT TION POPULATION FLOTd, FLOid, RECEIVING WATER QUALITY LEVEL OF TREATMGNT TARGET
FACILITY 1975 EST. SERVED MGD 1976, MGD tJATER EXISTING CLASS. PRESENT PROPOSED DATE

NEWPURT (7) 7.60 8.02 Narragansett Bay SC SC Primary Secondary 1981
-Newport 30,000 90~ 5.35
-Middletocan 15,600 77% 1.04
-U.S. Navy Unknown Unknown 1.63

YROVIDENCE (8) 60.00 62.17 Providence River SD SC Secondary - Facilities Plan 1983(?)
-Cranston (industry) -- -- 0.53 Activ.Sludge to be completed
-Johnston 23,800 51% 2.03 in 1978
-N.Providence 26,800 90% 9.39
-Pruvidence 168,100 100% 50.22

QUONSET (19) 6,000 •-- 2.35 0.59 Narragansett Bay SC SC Primary Existing plant to 1982
be abandoned; New
secondary facility
planned at different
location

SOUTH KINGSTOWN- -- -- 4.13 -- Rhode Island Sound SC SC Secondary Started
NARRAGANSETT (9) operation

" in May,1977

WA1tRGN (10) 10,600 82% 3.2 1.34 Warren River SC SC Primary Secondary - 1980
Activ.Sludge

WARWICK (11) 88,700 11~6 5.2 0.97 Pawtuxet River D C Secondary Secondary - Fac.Plan
nitrogen removal sched. for
in summer FY 77 ***

WESTERLY (11) 18,200 64% 2.16 0.84 Pawcatuck River SC SC Primary Secondary - 5/78
Activ. Sludge



POPULA-
TREATMENT TION
FACILITY 1975 EST.

WEST WARWICK (13) 26,000

WOONSOCKET (14) 48,500

TABLE 3 3 (cont i nued)
SUiAtARY OF SELECTHD DATA

ON MUNICIPAL W9STEWATER TREATMENT FACILITIES

APPROX. % DESIGN AVG.DAILY

POPULATION FLOW, FLOW, RECEIVING WATER QUALITY

SERVED MGD 1976i MGD WATER EXISTING CLASS

83~ 5.0 2.55 Pacatuxe[ River C C

LEVEL Or TREATMENT

PRESENT PROPOSED

Secondary Secondary -
nitrogen
removal in
summer

96% 11.0 6.67 Blacks[one River D C Primary Secondary -
Activ. Sludge

NOTES TO TABLE 3~.3:

* Existing raw sewage discharges are now into Class SC waters
, Proposed location for treatment facility discharge is now SA

** Proposed facility will upgrade areas classified SC to SB and an area classified SB to SA

*** Compliance date is dependent upon establishment of treatment facility efEluent llmitations by RI Division of Water Pollution Con[rol

() Number in parentheses refers to listings in Table3-Zand on Figure;-2

TARGET

DATE

***

8/77

Population Estimates from R.I. Statewide Planning Program, Technical Report Number 25, R.I. Population Projections

All other data compiled from engineering reports, 201 facilities plans, 303(e) Water Quality Management Plans, a«d Dept. oE Health reports and files.
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C. While state and federal regulations exist to reduce water quality degra-

dation from municipal wastewater facilities, implementation is slowed by

lengthy planning studies, bureaucratic delays and economic obstacles.

- Programs initiated under FWPCA to control these discharges include:

. effluent limitations imposed through National Pollutant Discharge

Elimination System (NPDES) permits
. federal funding for planning and construction projects for

new and existimg facilities.
. planning efforts under sections 201, 208 and 303 to assess

needs and priorities for abatement programs (See Section 3.1.7).

- Increased public awareness of the need for improvements and the costs

involved is essential to generate public support of local funding
contributions.

- Solutions to the massive problems in the Providence area will require

funding beyond what is affordable by the City of Providence.
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3.1.3 Industrial Effluents

FINDINGS:

A. Industrial facilities are an essential cornerstone of the Rhode Island
economy, providing about one third of the state's total employment (See Section 5.4).

- Most of Rhode Island's industries are clustered in the urbanized
part of the state, at the head of Narragansett Bay.

- Rhode Island's major industries produce jewelry, primary metal
and machinery products, fabricated metals, rubber products and
textiles.
. Many of the state's manufacturing industries are small

operations with an average of only 43 employees
per establishment.

B. Industrial effluents are a major source of pollution to Rhode Island's
coastal waters.

- The effluents from some 930 of the state's industries eventually
enter Narragansett Bay.

- Over half of the point source discharges to the Narragansett
Bay and Pawcatuck Basins are from industrial sources.
. Industrial effluents from 8 sources are included in the

20 most severe discharges to the Narragansett Bay basin.

C. Industrial effluents may contain a host of toxic substances such as oil
and grease, heavy metals and synthetic chemicals; they may have high
nutrient concentrations and Biochemical ~Oxygen Demand (BOD); and/or
be discharged at elevated temperatures.

- The environmental impacts on water quality, marine organisms and
the long-term productivity of marine systems are not understood
in detail, but numerous adverse impacts have ~een demonstrated;
these are discussed in Quality Criteria for IJater published by
EPA (1976).

- Adverse impacts resulting from industrial effluent discharges can
occur at si~es remote from the discharge.
. When industrial effluents discharged into rivers are carried

into coastal waters, sediments and pollutants adhering to
them are often deposited where fresh and salt water mix.
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Industrial effluents which discharge into the Ten Mile and
Pawtuxet Rivers are major sources of
pollution to Narragansett Bay.

D. About 60% of the industries in Rhode Island discharge their effluents
into municipal treatment plants, primarily the Providence Sewage
Treatment Plant and the Blackstone Valley District Commission Treat-
ment Plant.

- Municipal treatment plants usually cannot adequately treat indus-
trial effluents.
. Toxins, such as heavy metals and hydrocarbons are only partially removed

~ro sewage treatment plants and in some cases can interfere
with the proper functioning of the plant.

E. Thus pretreatment of industrial wastes prior to discharge to a municipal
treatment plant is often essential; however construction of~pretrEatment
facilities is expensive and may require physical expansion of an indus-
trial facility.

- Small firms, often do not have the capital to install pretreatment
facilities.

- Additional land may be required to construct pretreatment facilities.
. Land for expansion is in short supply and is often prohibitively

expensive in the state's older urban areas where most indus-
try is located.

. Small industries may be forced out of business if pretreatment
standards do not consider their specia~ problems.

F. Pollution caused by industrial effluent discharges will decrease in the
future. State and federal regulatory programs already in place or slated
for adoption will go far towards abating this presently severe pollution
problem.

- Industrial effluents directly discharged into water bodies are con-
trolled by existing federal and state regulations.
. The PJPDES (National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System)

permits program, implemented by the EPA, is a primary
mechanism through which the goals of the Water Pollution
Control Act Amendments of 1972, (FWPCA), Sect'ion 402 will be
achieved. There are 151 discharges in Rhode Island that
are regulated by NPDES permits.

. The anti-degradation clause of the state's water quality
criteria restricts new discharges into class A,B,SA,
and SB waters.
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- EPA is presently developing pretreatment standards for 21 categories

of indust.ry known to produce highly polluted effluents.

. Standards for the metal plating industry were scheduled for

adoption this summer, but they will probably be delayed

until tate 1977.
. Adoption of such standards will have a large impact on the

metal plating industry in Rhode Island for the reasons

cited in Finding E.

- Simultaneously EPA is developing a nationwide pretreatment program

establishing effluent limitations for all industries discharging

into munNcipal sewage treatment plants.
. Policies are slated for adoption in late 1977 and could

require compliance by 159 discharges in Rhode Island.

. EPA has proposed four options for this pretreatment program

that suggest alternatives for how and by whom the

regulations will be enforced; all options consider the

following factors for the development of standards:

1) available technology and economic feasibility.

2) the level of pretreatment required to prevent

interference with sewage treatment plant opera-

tions.
3) the degree of treatment provided by municipal

plants.

G. Considerable planning is taking place at the state level to meet the

goals of the FWPCA amendments of 1972•

- The River Basin Plans prepared by the Statewide Planning Program under

the dire~tion of tk~e Department of Health set forth priorit.ies, strategies

and timet~bles for controlling direct discharges of industrial pollutants

to the state's water•s.
- The Area~wide Water Quality Management Program ("208'r) is planning

for pretreatment program implementation by working closely with

industry to develop economically feasible pollution abatement pro-

grams and with municipalities to modify sewer ordinances to comply

with pretreatment regulations.
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3.1.4 Septic Systems

FINDINGS:

A. Leachate from individual septic systems is an important source of pollu-
tion in many unsewered coastal residential areas.

- Leachate rich in nutrients such as nitrate can
seep into coastal waters. These nutrients may cause an increase
in the abundance of phytoplankton and macroaglae and result
in eutrophication. A severe nuisance is created if the algae
d'ecompose at the surface or along the shore. Such conditions
occur regularly in some salt ponds and areas of Narragansett Bay.

- Nitrates have been found to travel more than 200' through the soil.
. Nitrates are one of the major nutrients limiting phytoplankton

growth in Narragansett Bay.
. A family of 4 releases approximately 72 pounds of nitrogen

per year to a septic system. Natura~ inputs of nitro-
gen from the atmosphere and decomposition are approxi-
mately 12 pounds per acre. Thus, houses on half-acre
lots may introduce 12 times the natural nitrogen levels
through septic systems.

- The existing 50' setback for all septic systems from open bodies of
water required by the Department of Health is insufficient in many
soil types to prevent the release of nutrients.

- Septic systems that meet all state standards and that are in good
working condition can therefore release nutrients into coastal waters.

- Failing septic systems pose an additional hazard due to the release
of pathogens as well as nutrients.
. There are many older homes where inadequate sewage disposal

facilities were installed before the current state
regulations went into effect.

. Recommended maintenance procedures are often ignored and
cannot be readily enforced.

. The need for repair is often difficult to detect.

. The conversion of summer homes to year-round residences
may cause failures from overuse.

- The problem is of major significance since half of the state's
coastal communities do not have municipal sewage treatment facili-
ties and residential development in coastal areas is increasing.
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B. Precise information does not exist to determine specific siting criteria
which will in all cases prevent the release of polluted leachate. Enough
is known however, to improve upon the present state regulations which
rely on a percolation test. Addotional factors which determine effec-
tiveness of septic systems include:

- the ability of soil types present throughout the leaching area
to remove pollutants,

- the degree and direction of slope in the leaching area,

- flood hazards,

- depth to and fluctuations of the water table,

- depth to bedrock,

- the presence of filled land,

- and the density of housing.

C. The Areawide Water Quality Management Program is studying
septic systems as a non-point source of pollution. An inventory of ~
reported septic system failures monitoring data from the Department of ~
Health, and results from a soil~survey will be used to identify and ~
assess pollution problems relat~d to septic systems an.dto develop mana~e-
ment regulations and policies for their abatement and prevention.
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3.1.5 Runoff

DEFI~JITION:

Runoff is that portion of precipitation which is not absorbed into the ground

and which drains naturally or through man-made channels to surface waterbodies.

FINDINGS:

A. Runoff is a significant factor affecting Rhode Island's coastal water

because Narragansett Bay and Rhode Island and Block Island Sounds

ultimately receive the drainage from most of Rhode Island and parts

of Massachusetts.

B. Although little quantitative information is available, the impact of

pollution from urban runoff is believed to be a major problem contribu-

ting to the chronic degradation of water quality in Upper PJarragansett

Bay and in other heavily developed urban areas.

- Studies in other parts of the country have shown that during periods

of high runoff, greater water quality degradation occurs as a result

of urban runoff than from municipal sewage discharges, due to the

contaminants carried by the runoff, such as solids, organic
material, metals, nutrients, salt, hydrocarbons, and micro-organisms.

- Soils carried in runoff from construction sites are a major source

of sediments.

- Runoff from urban areas is collected in storm sewer systems which

may be separate from or combined with sanitary sewers.

. Runoff in separated storm sewer systems is usually
discharged directly into nearby waterways without treatment.

. Combined sewer systems are designed to collect and treat

runoff with sanitary sewage during periods of low flow,

However, under rainy conditions, the capacity of the treatment
plant, or interceptor system is often exceeded and overflow

runoff combined with raw sewage is discharged without
treatment. There are four municipalities in Rhode Island

with combined sewer systems: Providence, Newport, Central
Falls and Pawtucket.

- As development spreads to less urbanized areas where water quality
is higher, the significance of the impacts of runoff may increase.

- Many factors affect the volume and composition of runoff from
developed areas including precipitation characteristics, porosity
of ground cover, degree and type of development, and street cleaning
and road salting practices.
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- In considering means of controlling pollution from runoff, it must
be recognized that:
. methods are available tm reduce the quantity and to improve

the quality of runoff reaching storm systems, as we}1
as to store and later provide some form of treatment to
the collected runoff.

. treating large and rapidly fluctuating volumes of storm water
is technically difficult and therefore expensive.

. tremendous costs are involved in separating and/or providing
treatment for the wastewater currently collected in older,
extensive combined sewer systems such as in Providence.

. methods are available to control soil erosion from
construction sites, but with the exception of highway
projects, there are no~ requirements to use them.

C. Runoff problems in rural areas are distinctly different from those in
urban areas in the types of pollution which are generated and in means
of control.

- The major impacts of runoff iin rural areas are erosion and sedi-
mentation associalted with agricultural, construction, and sand
and gravel mining activities„

- The limited amount of agriculture which takes place in Rhode Island
reduces the magnitude of associated runoff problems. In addition to
soil, agricultural runoff may include organic material, nutrients
and toxic pesticides. While many pesticides have long-lasting
residues, most of the pesticides commonly used for farming in
Rhode Island have little or no mobility in soil (see Table 3-4) and
thus are less likely to be contained in runoff if properly applied.
(Atmospheric drift of the pesticides during spraying however, may
transport them to coastal ecosystems). A study of nitrate mobility
in potato and turf fields co~ducted at the University of Rhode Island
indicated that very little of the nutrient penetrated more thah
10" into the soil and that concentrations in a nearby pond were
not increased even after rain.

- The major concern of the Council regarding agricultural runoff is
in areas where farming activities are adjacent to coastal ponds or
sheltered coves which may be sensitive to nutrient enrichment or
sedimentation.

- Erosion and sedimentation resulting from poorly managed construction
projects may have temporary, local impacts on marine ecosystems.
Longer term impacts, includi~g alteration of bottom communities and
shoaling, may be caused by large scale construction activities such
as highway development if excessive sedimentation occurs. Data
from the U.S. Soil Conservation Service indicates that in Rhode Island
the gross erosion rate for all construction sites is approximately
3 times greater than the rate from unprotected (no conservation
measures) agricultural cropland.



Table 3 - 4

AGRICULTURAL PESTICIDES COMMONLY USED IN RHODE ISLAND

CROP PESTICIDE TIME SOIL MOBILITY-~ RATE OF DEGRADATION

Potatoes Guthion May, June, July little 14 days

Temik May ~~•~~• 90 days

Furadan May, June '<-~~~ 45 days

Sevin May to September little 4 days

Copper ~ Zinc
Fungicides all summer none 4- 14 days

Eptam (weeds) May, June ~~-~ 14 days

Narsery Chlordane Sept. in soil none 1 year
Sevin all summer little 4 days

Furadan June -••~•~ 45 days

Malathion all summer none 1 day

Simazine &
Casoron Fall ~ Spring little 6 months

Vegetable Diazinon Spring-soil little 14 days
Lannate July to August little 3 days
Malathion June to J~ly none 1 day

Sevin June to Sept. little 4 days
Methoxychlor June to Sept. little 7 days
Weed chemicals little various

Dairy Furadan 1 May -~-•-• 45 days
Dyfonate May -•-~ 14 days

Lannate
Atrazine &
Lasso May little 1- 6 months

•• All pesticides are subject to runoff when surface applied.
-•-• Soil incorporated and does not leach.

-•-•~~ Soil incorporated and tied up in plant.

Source:
J. Lincoln Pearson, Assoc. Prof.
Pesticide Coordinator
Department of Plant and Soil Science, URI
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- The removal of natural vegetation during sand and gravel mining
operations greatly increases rates of erosion at these sites,
increasing the sediment load in runoff.

- Control of erosion and sedimentation may be "largely achieved through
careful land use management. The U.S. Soil Conservation Service
has published a Rhode Island Erosion and Sediment Control Handbook
which describes practices w~ich will reduce erosion, especially
those associated with construction projects.

- The U.S. Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service provides
cost-share assistance to prevent and control soil erosion on
Rhode Island farms.

D. There are presently few regulations controlling runoff discharges or
erosion and sedimentation in Rhode Island.

- The Areawide Water Quatity Management Program is studying runoff
problems throughout the sta~e. Elements of this program include:
. An assessment of the sources, quantity, and composition of

urban and rural runoff;
. Identification of the major runoff sources on CJon-point

Sources of Pollution Maps;
. As assessment of the i~pact of runoff on water quality;
. Consideration of alternative structural and non-structural

methods to control runoff;
. Recommendation of a management program for abatement of

runoff related pollution.

- EPA is formulating regulations for General Permits under the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System which will
include stormwater discharges.

- Stormsewer discharges are not considered under the antidegradation
clause of the state's Water Quality Criteria which restricts new
discharges in Class SA and SB waters.

- The Department of Transportation specifies procedures for the
Prevention, Control and Abatement of Water Pollution in their
Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction. These
regulations minimize erosion and sedimentation during the construction
process and apply to any st-ate and/or federally funded highway
project. The Department of Transportation also wo~ks with the
Department of Natural Resources, the Council, and the Department
of Health in designing the location, size and controls, such as
siltation basins, of highway drainage systems, taking into
consideration the nature of the receiving waters.
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3.1.6 Solid Waste Disposal Fa,cilities

FINDIPdGS:

A. On a statewide basis there will be a need for additional sites or facil-
ities for solid waste disposal in the near future.

- 1/3 of the currently used landfills have an expected usable life
of less than 10 years; more than half of Rhode Island 's coastal communities
can expect to have to find new sites for solid waste disposal
during that time.

- Some landfills may be closed for failure to meet licensing standards
i~sued in 1g75. Reasons include poor siting, design, and operating
procedures.

- Under requirements of the Federal Resource Conservation and Recovery
Act of 1976, disposal of hazardous wastes will come under stricter
regulation, and existing sites may not be acceptable.

- The amount of sewage sludge being generated is increasing as the
volume of wastewater being treated and the degree of waste removal
increases.

- Burying refuse in landfills wastes valuable potential energy resources
as well as large volumes of materials such as paper, glass, and metals
which could be profitably recovered and reused.

B. The most severe environmental hazard associated with landfill operations
is the contamination of ground water c?r surface waters. -

- Contaminants may include high mineral content, toxic chemicals,
pathogens, or high organic or nutrient content originating from
materials placed in the landfill or their degradation products.

- The contaminants are transported as leachate as water percolates
through the buried refuse. Problems result when excessive amounts
of water drain through the landfill or the surrounding soil is
inadequate in quantity or quality to effectively remove pollutants.
Thus factors affecting the pollution potential of a landfill oper-
ation include proximity to the water table or surface water, drain-
age patterns, soil type, design and management of the operation.

- Aesthetic degradation, including odor and litter problems, often
accompanies landfill operations.
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- Landfill ~perations destroy the natural landscape and habitat.
Presently only 1/4 of Rhode Island landfills have a planned reuse
for the site.

C. The siting of new landfill operations or the devetopment of alternative
methods of solid waste disposal is presently very difficult for indi-
vidual towns.

- Rhode Island is a small, densely populated state in which environ-
mentally acceptable sites are limited by other land use demands.

- Coastal communities, which inctude large wetland areas, have the
most severe problems in finding landfitl sites.

- The economic wncertainties associ,at~d wifh plans for fUt~re resource
recovery operations e~ Rhode ~sla~d'wnder,the directi:on;af the Solid
Waste Management Corporation (SWMC) hamper the Planning efforts of tmwns
which mus~ formulate solid waste.management programs before the plans
of the SWMC are finalized. ~

- Landfill siting proposals nearly always encounter strong public
opposition.

D. Planning for and regulation of solid wast-e management activities in
Rhode Island is improving.

- Landfill operations in Rhode lsland have been loosely controlted
in the past with the result that some surface and groundwaters may
be threatened.
. More than 1/2 of all operating and ctosed landfills were

located in marsh or swampland or extend below the
water table.

- The Division of Solid Waste Management of the Department of Health
now regulates the siting, design, and operation of all landfills through
a licensing program established in 1g75, and may require monitoring
of leachate and inspections.

- The Soli~ Waste Management Corporation is mandated to develop a resource
recovery plan for the state. It is expected that a recovery facility
will be operating by 1981. Participation in this program 6y individual
towns is voluntary except for those electing to dispose of their solid
wastes o~tside of their own boundaries.
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- Under the .federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976,
the EPA W~>> develop guidelines for recovery of energy and other
resources from refuse and for the safe disposal ~f discarded mat-
erials, and will promulgate criteria for the identification of
hazardous wastes and regulations controlling their generation, trans-
portation, treatment, storage, and disposal. The schedule for the
development and implementation of the elements of this program are
shown in Table; ?-~. ~

- The Areawide ~fater Quality. . Management IProgram ("20i")
being conducted by the Statewide Planning Program will inventory
and assess existing and potential surface and ground water pollu-
tion problems associated with landfills, investigate alternative
methods for alleviating existing problems and preventing future
ones, and recommend a management program.



TABLE 3-5

DEADLINES FOR REGULATI.ONS TO BE PROMULGATED UNDER THE RESOURCE CONSERVATION

AND RECOVERY ACT

(Date,of Enactment - October 22, 1976)

April 1977 October 1977 Aprii 1978 October 197s October 1954

EPA guidlines for EPA guidelines describing
identifying areas for the technical and economic
regional solid waste level of performance
management attained by solid waste

management practices

EPA regulations with
criteria for classifying
open dumps and sanitary
landfills

State regulations
identifying areas for
regional solid waste
management

EPA guidelines for Local elected officials of All open
solid waste plans state identified interstate dumps must be

region for solid waste closed
State identifies management must designate
agency to develop agency to develop plan
state plan, agencies
to implement plan, EPA guidelines describing
functions that will performance, control and
be carried out by environmental impact of
regional or local solid waste management
authorities practices

EPA criteria
identifying
characteristics of
listing hazardous
wastes

EPA standards for
generators and
transporters of
hazardous waste

EPA standards for
treatment, storage
and disposal of
hazardous wastes

EPA guidelines
for state hazardous
waste programs

EPA's prohibition
against establishing
open dumps takes
effect

EPA inventory of open
dump sites

Standards and required
permits for hazardous
waste management
takes effect

Department of Commerce
guidelines describing
materials recovered from
waste

Department of Commerce
identify markets for
recovered materials and
barriers to their use

N
rn

i
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3.1.7 Planning and Regulatory Responsibilities

;Kil N,D I NGS :

A. Under Title ~+6, Chapter 23, Section 1, of the General Laws it is mandated
that the primary guiding principle of the Council in managing the state's
coastal resources shall be the "preservation and restoration of ecolo-
gical systems," and that it shall be the policy of the state to "preserve,
protect, develop and where possible~ restore the coastal resources of
the state for this and succeeding generations through comprehensive and
coordinated long-range planning and management designed to produce the
maximum benefit for society...."

B. To fulfill that charge the General Assembly delegated to the Council
final authority to "approve, modify, set conditions for, or reject the
design, location, construction, alteration and operation of specified
activities or land uses (including sewage treatment and disposal and
solid waste disposal facilities) when these are related to a water area
under the agency's jurisdiction, regardless of their actual location."

C. The Councit is charged to exercise its regulatory authorities regarding
sewage treatment and disposal and solid waste disposal in either of two
situations:

- where there is a reasonable probability of conflict with a plan
or program for resources management;

- where there is a reasonable probability of damage to the coastal
environment

D. The Council is specifically charged to incorporate water quality stan-
dards set by the Department of Healthlinto the formulation and implemen-
tation of its Management Policies. However, these Policies must under
law, address numerous other considerations as well. Inconsistency with
any of these imposes an obligation on the Council to modify, set condi-
tions for or reject the inconsistent action.

- Other mandated management considerations include:
. The need and demand for various activities and their impact

upon ecological systems;
. The degree of compatibility of various activities;
. The capability of coastal resources to support various

activities;

Consideration of plans, studies, surveys, inventories, and
so forth prepared by other public and private sources;

This function will be assumed by the Department of Environmental Management on or
after October 1, 1977.
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Consideration of..contiguous land uses and transportation
facilities; and

Consistency with the state guide plan.

E. The Council finds that a number of other state and local agencies exer-
cise planning and regulatory functions relative to sewage treatment and
disposal, solid waste disposal and water pollution abatement in genera~.
These agencies and their respective functions are as fo.11ows:

- Department of Health,
Division of Water Pollution Control:
. Under Title 46, Chapter 12 of the General Laws the

Division is responsible for implementing the
various provisions of the Federal Water Pollu-
tion Control Act.

. These include authority to establish water quality
criteria and classifications and tc~.~~n~gu.}:at~ water

uses consistently with these classifications;
. Water quality monitoring;
. Regulation through permitting authorities over

industrial and municipal sewage disposal and
treatment systems.;

. Re~riew and certification of federal permits under the
P~ational Pollutant Discharge Elimination System;

. Re~ulation of oily discharges into state waters including
handling and storage of petroleum products

Establishing needs and priorities for allocation of
federal construction grants for municipal waste-
water treatment facilities.

Division of Solid Waste Management:
. Under Title 23 Chapter 46, of the General Laws the Division

is responsible through its licensing authority for
regulating the siting, ope_ration and monitoring of
sanitary landfills, incinerators, transfer stations,
resource recovery facilities, and other solid waste
management facilities.

Division of Food Protection and Sanitation:
. Under Title 23, Chapter 1, of the General Laws the Division

is responsible for setting standards and conducting mon-
itoring programs f~r those areas and activities (includ-
ing bathing beaches and shellfishing) where human health

is of concern. It has authority to open and close these
beds and/or beaches as sanitary conditions dictate. The
Division is also r~esponsible for approving the design and

location of all individual subsurface sewage disposal systems.
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- Statewide Planning Program
Areawide Water Quality Management Planning Program

. Under section 208 of the Federal Water Pollution Control
Act the state is required to "identify each area
within the state which, as a result of urban-industrial
concentrations or other factors, has substantial water
quality problems."

. By Executive Order, the entire state of Rhode Island and the
neighboring Massachusetts communities of Blackstone and
Millville were designated as the 208 planning area and
the Rhode Island Statewide Planning Program was desig-
nated as the responsibte planning agency.

. Objectives of the 208 planning program include the identifi-
cation and exploration of alternatives for meeting
wastewater treatment needs in the area, the development
of a water-related land use plan, and the recommendation
of implementing actions such as requlations and struc-
tural and - non-structural pollution abatement strategies

. Long-range planning and the assessment of non-point sources
of pollution distinguish the planning efforts of the
208 program from those of other state agencies concerned
with water quality.

River Basin Planning Program
. Under section 303 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act,

the state is required to have a Continuing Planning
Process which guides the state in the implementation of
programs and abatement projects ai~~ed at meeting water
~uality goals.

. To facilitate this process, Water Quality Management Plans
for each of the seven major river basins in the state
have been prepared and are being updated by the
Statewide Planning Program for the Department of Health.
Each plan examines in detail existing water quality and
sources of pollution and establishes abatement strategies,
priorities and timetables.

State Guide Plan
. By Executive Order the Statewide Planning Program was designated

as the agency responsible for preparing a long-range State Guide
Plan t~at provides for the physical, economic, and social development
of the State~

. Included as an element of the Guide Plan is the State Land Use
_Poli i s_~ d P,lan. This plan includes goals, policies, and
recommendations aimed at reducing water pollution and protecting
water resources which are presently unpolluted.

- Solid Waste Management Corporation
. Under Title 23, Chapter 46, of the General Laws the Corpor-

ation is mandated to develop long range resource recovery
plans for the state and to build and operate recovery facilities.
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- State Conservation Committee
. Under Title 2, Chapter 4 of the General Laws, the Committee

has the authority to require on site retention of soil
sediments.

- Cities and Towns
. Under Section 201 of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act,

cities and towns prepare detailed facilities plans as needed
for proposed new or expanded municipal wastewater treatment
facilities and systems. The plans must assess the
environmental impacts and cost-effectiveness of various
alternatives for meeting community wastewater disposal needs.

. Cities and towns may ~ave ordinances regulating the siting
of septic systems.

F. The Council finds that several federal agencies have regulatory and
enforcement authorities relating to pollution abatement in Rhode Island.

- The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) plays a key role:
. in overseeing state aetions toward implementation of the

requirements of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act,
. in issuing discharge permits under the National Pollutant

Discharge Elimination System (NPDES),
. on allocating federal funds for planning and construc-

tion of municipal wastewater treatment facilities, and
. in overseeing solid waste management under the Resource

Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976.

- The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is responsible for issuing
permits for discharge of dredged and fill materials.

- The U.S. Coast Guard has responsibilities for:
. regulation of the tr~nsportation of petroleum products
. overseeing the development of oil spill prevention and

cleanup plans
. supervising oil spil~ clean-up operations in marine waters,.
. enforcement of regulations governing sewage disposal from

ships and recreational boats.

G. There are four federal programs that operate on a voluntary basis which
can assist in the prevention of non-point pollution.

- The Agricultural Conservation Program (ACP) administered by the
Agricultural Stabilization and Conservation Service provides
cost—sharing to farmers to establish practices preventing water
pollution.

- The Soil Conservation Service (SCS) provides technical on-site
assistance to landowners and operators, including municipalities,
through conservation districts to prevent water pollution from
non-point sources.

- The Resource Conservation & Development Project, administered by
the Soil Conservation Service, can provide cost-sharing
assi~stance for Agricultural Related Pollution Control Measures.
This authority has not been used in any state because none has identified
a suitable project and means of implementation.



-131-

- Farmer's Home Administration Assistance
. Irrigation, drainage, and other soil and water conservation loans.

. Resource Conservation and Development Loans

. Water and Waste Disposal Systems for rural communities

. Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Loans

. Soil and Water Loans

H. Pursuant to the Council's legislative mandate to coordinate state, local

and federal activities affecting the coastal region, the following actions

have therefore been initiated.

- The aivisions of Water Pollution Control and Solid Waste Manage-

ment, and cities and towns routinely forward all permits, certifi-

cations, and licenses relative to sewage treatment and disposal

and solid waste disposal actions in or affecting the coastal

region to the Council for final action. As a result of these

procedures, the Council receives all NPDES permit applications,

"201" facilities plans for all municipal wastewater treatment

and disposal facilities, and all solid waste disposal facility

licenses regardless of their location in the state. The Council

also receives all permit applications for septic systems in

all coastal communities.

- Integration of the planning efforts of the Council and the Statewide

Planning Program with regard to Areawide Water Quality Management

("208") and River Basin Planning is achieved through:

. frequent consultation at the staff level to exchange
information and to avoid duplication of efforts;

. the inclusion of a Council member on the Technical

Advisory Committee of the Citizen's Policy
Committee for "208".

. cooperation between the Council and the "208" Project

Control Team in the design and execution of all planning
elements relative to areas or activities of joint concern.

. consideration in Areawide Water Quality Management planning

of applicable Council plans, programs, regulatory standards
and criteria as set forth in the Coastal Resources Management

Program in areas or regarding activities where direct

and significant impacts on coastal waters may reasonable
be presumed;

. review by the Council of all plans and other outputs of the
"20S" program for consistency with its plans, policies and

p rog rams .

- In order to ensure maximum coordination between the state's Coastal
Resources Management Program and federally sponsored pollution
abatement programs the Council and EPA Region 1 have signed a
letter of mutual understanding and operation dated June 21, 1g76.
The text of this letter is reproduced in Attachment 3-1.
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Attachment 3-~

COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COUNCIL AND FEDERAL ENVIRONMENTAL

PROTECTION AGENCY REGION I MUTUAL LETTER OF

UNDERSTANDING AND OPERATION

The purpose of this joint letter is to develop and formalize an agreement

between the Coastal Resources Managemen~ Council (CRMC) and the Environmental Pro-

tection Agency (EPA) Region I as it pertains to implementation of Sections 201,

208 and 402 (b) of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments (FWPCA) of

1972 (P.L. 92-500) in Rhode Island. The initial step to formalize and achieve

this coordination is to assure that the policies, directions and planning efforts

of the Coastal Resources Management Council are buttressed, reinforced and coordi-

nated with EPA policies. This letter of understanding provides guidance on how

to achieve understanding and facilitate such coordination and to assure mutually

supportive working arrangements between CRMC and EPA Region I.

Under Section 201 of FWPCA EPA administers construction and facilities grants

for construction of areawide waste treatment works. Under the provision of

46-23-6 (B), G.L.R.1., CRMC has authority to approve, modify, set conditions for,

or reject the design, location, atteration, and operation of such facilities when

these are relaCed to a water area under the agency's jurisdiction, regardless of

their actual location where there is a reasonable probability of conflict with a

plan or program for resources management or damage to the coastal environment.

Under Section 208 of FWPCA EPA ad~inisters grants for Areawide Waste Treat-

ment Management Planning by the state's designated agency, the Rhode Island State-

wide Planning Program (SPP). CRMC finds that such planning affects areas and uses

subject to its legal mandate as set fo~th in 46-23-6 G.L.R.I. and should be under-

taken in a coordinated and cooperative manner with CRMC plans. To this end CRMC

and SPP have executed a Mutual Letter of Understanding regarding Areawide Waste

Treatment Management Planning in Rhode Island dated June 8, 1976. This letter

states in part that:

All planning elements relative to areas or activities

of joint concern shall be designed and execut~d by mutual

agreement between CRMC and SPP.

In areas or regarding activities where direct and significant

impacts on coastal waters may reasonably be presumed, Areawide

Waste Treatment Management Planning shatl reflect cognizance of

applicable CRMC plans, programs, regulatory standards and criteria

as set forth in the Coastal Resources Management Program and the

CRMC Policies and Regulatio~s.

Under Section 402 (b) of FWPCA EPA administers the National Pollution Dis-

charge Elimination System (NPDES) permit process in cooperation with the state's

certifying agency, Rhode Island Department of Health (DOH). CRMC finds that

point source discharges demonstrate a reasonable probability of causing damage

to coastal waters and is desirous of being directly involved in the NPDES permit
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Attachment 3-1 (cont.)

program as it applies to Rhode island. To this end CRMC and DOH have executed

a mutual Letter of Understanding and Operation dated March 30, 1976. This letter

states in part that:

In order to insure proper regulation of these uses which

could adversely impact the coastal zone, the Department of Health

shall consider the Coastal Resources Management Council's plans,

policies, and programs on all actions, applications, or requests

before the Department of Health that have a reasonable probability

of having a direct and significant impact upon the coastal zone.

The Department of Health wi11 submit or cause to be submitted

all air and water pollution control permit applications and other

related requests and actions, which are likely to have an impact

upon coastal waters to the Coastal Resources Management Council

for review and comment.

Under 46-23-6 (A)(d) G.L.R.f. CRMC is mandated to consider water quality stan-

dards set by the Oepartment of Health as basic standards and criteria which must

~ be reflected in all CRMC plans and programs. In addition, under Section 3~7 (f),

P.L. 92-583~ the State of Rhode Island is required to incorporate the provisions

of FWPCA as the water pollution control requirements applicable to a coastal

resources management program approvable under Section 306 (c) of P.L. 92-583•
Such incorporation is reftected in the above referenced Letters of Mutual Under-

standing and Operation and specifically in the following provisions":

The Coastal Resources Management Council shall continue to

submit all applications pending before it to Statewide Planning

Program for their review and comment on said applications to in-

sure conformity in accordance with the Statewide Guide Plan as

required by law and will further coordinate all policies and

management programs with Statewide Planning to insure a coordi-

nated impleme~tation of the uses of the State's Coastal Zone.

Coastal Resources Management Council will further coordinate with

Statewide Planning Program on Areawide Waste Treatment Management

Planning under Section 208 of the Federal Water Pollution Control

Act Amendments of 1972 in all areas under its jurisdiction to

insure a uniform and coordinated planning and management approach.

The Coastal Resources Management Council shall continue to

submit all applications, requests and actions before the Council

to the Department of Health for review and comment and shall

carefully consider comments and such reviews of the department

and its subdivisions thereof.

Therefore, in order to insure a logical, sequential and coordinated imple-

mentation of a unified plan for uses impacting the coasta3 zone of this state, it

is hereby agreed between CRMC and EPA Region I that:

1. EPA recognizes that the CRMC is under state law (46-23-1, G.L.R.I.)
the "primary" agency for planning and program implementation within the
coastal zone of the State of Rhode Island, and as such, further recognizes
that applications for grants for planning, design or construction of publicly
owned wastewater treatment
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facilities under Section 201 of the FWPCA demonstrate a reasonable probability

for significantly impacting the coastal zone of the State of Rhode Islan~.

Therefore, it is mutually agreed that appiications to EPA under Section 201

will be submitted to the CRMC through the state's A-95 review process as admini-

stered by the Rhode Island Statewide Planning Program. The CRMC shall review

and comment on all such applications that demonstrate a reasonable probability

of direct and signficant impacts on~ the coastal zone of Rhode Island in accor-

dance with its plans, programs and regulations to insure consistent and unified

development of the state's coastal zone. Further, EPA Region I agrees to con-

sider the comments of the CRMC prior to issuance of any grants related to the

above referenced applications and to furnish CRMC timely notice of all public

hearings which applicants must hold prior to adoption of facilities plan.

2. CRMC shall be designated an appropriate governmental agency as defined in 40
CFR 125.32 (a)(2). As such the Regional Administrator of EPA shall provide
CRMC timely and routine notice of all proposed permit issuances under NPDES
for the State of Rhode Island and an opportunity to submit written views and

recommendations to EPA on them.

3• EPA Region I recognizes that under state law (46-23-1, G.L.R.I.) CRMC is the
"primary agency" for management, planning and protection of the coastal zone
within the State of Rhode Island and as such further recognizes that under
40 CFR Section 125•11 (b) all permits under NPDES shall be issued on the
basis of "an evaluation as to how such discharge will meet applicable require-
ments under the Act and other applicable laws and regulations." EPA Region I
recognizes that the regulations and policies of the CRMC as set forth i~ its
adopted policies and programs are applicable regulations for impacts upon the

coastal zone. Therefore, when coordinating and evaluating NPDES applic~tions
with the state's certifying agency, the Rhode Island Department of Health, EPA
Region I shall give appropriate consideration to CRMC policies and regulations.

4. It is mutually recognized that the objectives of NPDES and the Rhode Island
Coastal Zone Management program with reference to direct and significant
impacts upon coastal waters are of major concern to both agencies and mutually

supportive information, cooperation and implementation of plans, policies
and regulations as they pertain to the coastal zone of Rhode Island should be

undertaken.

The Coastal Resources Management Council and the Environmental Protection

Agency wil) continue to work towards expanding and mutually supportive aspects of

programs, policies, plans and regulatory functions during planning and implementa-

tion of same. They will address aspects of mutual concern, including protection,

preservation, and restoration of the coastal zone in accordance with legis~ative

mandates and coordination of regulatory activities.

6

C4A~AL RESOURCES MAN/~MENT COUNCIL

REGiONAL ADMINIS7RATOR
ENVIRONMENTA~ PROTECTION A ENCY, REGION I
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POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. Definitions: The Councit adopts the definition of sewage set forth
under Title 46, Chapter 12, Section 1 of the General Laws, to wit:

"...any human or animal excremental liquid or
substance, any decomposed animal or vegetable matter,
garbage, offal, filth, waste, chemicals, acid, dye-
stuff, starch, coloring matter, oil and tar, radio-
active substances and any compound, solution, mixture,
product thereof, and every substance which may be
injurious to public health or comfort, or which would
injuriousty affect the natural and healthy pro~ogation,
growth or development of any fish or shellfish in the
water of this State, or of the nourishment of the
same, or which would injuriously affect the ftavor,
taste, or value as food of any such fish or shellfish
or which would defile said waters or injure or defile
any vessel, boat, wharf, pier, or any public or private
property upon, in or under said waters or any shore
ther~of .

The term "waters" shatl include all tidewaters of
any river, stream, brook, pond or lake."

Because runoff may include substances which may be -injurious to public health

or to fish or.sh.ellfi5h, for purposes of the Coastal Resources Manage-

ment Program '~§ewage" shall f~rrth~r..be defi_ned as including silt and-oth.er
particulates introduced into, and/or artifi.ci_al increases or decreases
above or below ambient of freshwater inflow into tidal and intertidal
waters, coastal ponds and coastal wetlands.

B. Review of Sewage Treatment and/or Disposal and Solid Waste Disposal
Related Actions:

1. Actions Subject to Review:

a. Actions within the coastal region:
The-Councilshall review all actions within the coastal

region relating to sewage treatment or disposal as
defined herein including but not limited to:

~~~ alteration, construction, or extension of domestic,
privately owned, industrial or municipal sewage or
stormwater treatment facilities or systems, conduits
and interceptors;

(2)disposat of sludges generated by municipal or indus-
trial wastewater treatment;

~3)treatment and disposal of isolated hazardous wastes.



-136-

The Council shall review all actions within the coastal
reg•ion relating to soli~ waste disposal including but not
li~ited to licensing, alteration, construction, or extension
of public or privately owned sanitary landfills, incinerators,
transfer stations, or resource recovery facilities.

b. Actions outside of, but capable of affecting the coastal regi~n:
The Council shall review all sewage treatment and disposal

act.ions outside the coastal region related to major facilities
including but not limited to industrial and municipal sewage
treatment and disposal systems; collection, treatment, and disposal
of isolated hazardous wastes, treatment and disposal related
to major commercial developments, subdivisions, transportation
facilities such as majo~ highways and interchanges, rail
rights-of-way, and airports, chemical and petroleum processing,
starage or transfer facilities and energy generating facilities,
regardless of their act~al location.

The Council shall r~view all solid waste disposal actions
outside the coastal region as described in a. aboue.

2. Review Procedures:

a. The RI Department of Health~ will forward all permits issued
o~ certified by it relating to the above described actions and
a~eas to the Council for review. This will include NPDES per-
mits, permits for subsurface sewage disposal systems, and
licenses for solid waste disposal facilities.

b. For actions which no not require a Department of Health permit,
c~rtificatiion, or license, but which are subject to Council
review as set forth above, including but not limited to actions
involving disposal of stormwater wastes, the appropriate
permitting agency of the state, city or town will forward the
permit to the Council for review.2

c. Upon adoption by Environmental Protection Agency of pretreatment
regulations (See Section 3.1•3), for industries discharging
into municipal sewer systems, the federal (EPA), state or
~unicipal agency responsible for issuing or certifying permits
for such actions shal~ forward the permits to the Council for
review.

d. Forwarding of permits shall be accomplished within five (5)
~orking days of the date of issuance.

e. The Council shall formally review proposed actions only after
all other applicable state and local requirements have been
met. However, the Council will comment on preliminary plans
for major facilities to insure early input i.nto planning processes.

~This function will be assumed by the Rhode Island Department of Environme~tal
Management on or after October 1, 1977-

2For example, where the Department of Transportation issues permits for highway
construction or modification involving the installation of stormsewers, that
agency shall forward the permits to the Council.
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~. The Council shall review proposed actions for potential

impacts on:
(1) Adopted Resources Management Plans and Policies as set

forth in the Coastal Resources Management Program; or

(2) The coastal environment.

g. In reviewing proposed actions, considerations of the council
will include those cited in C-2 below.

h. Such review shall result in a preliminary determination as to
whether the above mentionedimpacts are or are not likely to
result. This shall be in writing and shall be part of the
public record.

Where the above described preliminary determination indicates

that any or all of the impacts set forth under 2e above are
likely to result from the proposed action, the Council shall
require that a Council permit be obtained.

j. Further, a Council permit shall be required in all cases where
the propossd action would be initiated within 200 feet of
the inland boundary of a.tidal or•i~tertidal waterb.ody, a coastal

pond, a coastal wetland, a beach, a barrier beach, or a cliff or

bluff.

C. Regulation of Sewage Treatment and/or Disposal and Solid Waste Disposal
Related Actions:

1. Applicants for a Council permit shall be required to demonstrate
by a fair preponderance of evidence that the proposed action will
not:
a, Conflict with adopted Resources Management Plans and Policies

as set forth in the Coastal Resources Management Program; p r
b Significantly damage the coast~l environment.

2. In evaluating such evidence the Council shall take into consider-
ation the capability of coastal resources to support the proposed
action, including most particularly:
a, the alteration of chemical or physical properties of marine

waters so that they no longer provide a suitable habitat for
natural biolo~ical communities (e.g., pH, temperature, salinity)

b, the accumulation of substances such as toxins, carcinogens or
pathogens in amounts or concentrations which threaten the welfare
of man or aquatic organisms (e.g., heavy metals, hydrocarbons,
bacteria and viruses carried in sewage)

c. disruption of ecological balances in marine waters upon which
natural biological communities depend (e.g., excessive oxygen
consumption or nutrient input).

d, the addition of man-made substances foreigm to the marine
environment for which organisms have had no':opportunity for
adaptation and whose impacts are )argely unknown (e.g.,
PCB's, kepone).
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e. the disruption or burial of bottom communities due
to increased sedimentation

f. any alteration of the chemical properties of ground
waters

g. cumulative impacts caused by an existing or potential
proliferation of similar actions

h. the existing quality, classification, and use of
waters which may be affected by the proposed action.

3• Applecants for a Council permit for a subsurface sewage
disposal related action shall in addition to the above
demonstrate by a fair preponderance of evidence that the
proposed site is capable of absorbing pollutants
to the extent that there does not exist any reasonable
probability that contaminated leachate will enter a ti:dal
or intertidal waterboc~y, a coastal pond or a coastal
wetland or a tributary to one of the above waters, or
ground water supplies in amounts tyhich woald resul~t ir~
significant adverse impacts i~.ncluding those cited in
C-2 above. Such evidence shall at a minimum address
percolation rates, soil types, depth to groundwater,
topography, flood hazard, and related factors.

4. Applicants for a Council permit for actions related to
disposal of industriaR sewage by discharge into a mun-
icipal wastewater system may be required to provide
an effluent profile describing the volume, constituents
and other characteristics of the discharge.

5. Proposed actions shall be subject to all regulatory
requirements and procedures set forth under applicable
local or state authorities.

D. The Council finds that the existing state regulations
governing the siting of su~bsurface sewage disposal systems
are inadequate to prevent the introduction of contaminated
leachate into coastal waters and tributaries thereto. The
Council encour:ages the De~artment of Health to revise these
regulations and will cooperate in the development and review
of such revisions.

E. In issuing permits for any actions in the Coastal Region under
any of the authorities and policies of the Council as stated
in the Coastal Resources ~tanagement Program, the Council shall
require the applicant to follow procedures to prevent erosion
and sedimentation as set forth in the Rhode Island Erosion
and Sediment Control Handbook prepared by T e U.S. Soil
Conservation Service.

F. The Council endorses the goals of the Solid Waste Management
Corporation in seeking to establish a resource recovery
facility in Rhode Island and will cooperate where possible
and appropriate in working toward that end.
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G. The Council finds that it can be highly effective in

solving complex problems involving problem definition, the

coordination of local, state and federal agencies, and

public involvement. In the past the Council has acted

as a catalyst and leader to accomplish such tasks as

reactivating a stalled federal project to repair the

famous Newport Cliff Walk, to accelerate by four or five

years the dredging of Galilee harbour (severe siltation

was preventing the natural growth of the commercial

fishing fleet and causing chronic difficulties for larger

vessels) and perhaps most noticeably of all, the Council

proposed, sponsored and administered the Rhode Island

Fisheries Task Force. The Fisheries Task Force resulted

in a definition of the problems and goals of commercial

fisheries in Rhode Island, produced eleven bills that

were submitted by the Governor ot the General Assembly,

and was a highly successful effort to kn~i,t together the

views of fishermen, processors, enforcement and resource

management officials and university experts. In light

o.f these successes, the Counci 1 shal 1 cooperate w~th+tic C:avernor

in creating.a coastal pollution task force.

The Members of the Task Force shall at a minimum

include representatives of the Council, the Governor's

office, local governments, the Division of Water

Pollution Control of the Department of Health, the

Statewide Planning Program ("208" and the River Basin

planning program) and EPA. Other agencies, groups

and interests shall be invited to participate as

necessary. The Task Force shall meet, at a minimum,

once every three months.

2. The goals of the Task Force shall include:

a. the setting of priorities for efforts to improve

the pollution problem in the Providence River and

upper Narragansett Bay that results from the dis-

charges of the Fields Point sewage treatment plant

and the combined sewer systems of Providence,

Central Falls, and Pawtucket.
b, assure the earliest possible involvement of the

Council in planning for improvements to, or new,

municipal wastewater treatment facilities.

c. assist in expediting progress toward meeting the

pollution abatement schedules outlined in the

River Basin Plans, particularly those for Narragansett

Bay, the Pawcatuck River and the Pawtuxet River.

d, assure fult communication and discussion among the
many agencies and groups concerned with the pollution

of coastal waters. A high level of cooperation

and coordination is necessary if maximum levels of

federal funding are to be attained.
e. increase public awareness of the priorities set for

pollution abatement and promote maximum public
involvement in all efforts to attain these goals.
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SECTION 3.2: OCEAN DUMNING

DEFINITION:

Ocean dumping: The disposal of non-dredged waste materials from vessels
or other floating craft into marine waters. For the purposes of this section,
ocPan dumping shall not include routine discharges of effluent incidental to
the operation of vessels, the dumping of fish wastes, or the placement or deposit
of materials on the sea floor for the purpose of enhancing fisheries.

(See Section 5.3 on Dredging for Findings and Policies regarding ocean dumping
of dredged materials).

FINDINGS:

A. Solid wastes, sewage sludge, and hazardous wastes generated in Rhode Island
are all presently disposed at land-based facilities or are shipped out-of-
state for treatment and disposal.

- Demand for dumping of these wastes in tidal waters is not expected
to occur in the foreseeable future for the following reasons:
. Adequate land-based disposal facilities for many of these

wastes are avaolable in Rhode Island. (See Section 3.1.6
on Solid Waste Disposal for information on existing
facilities and ongoing planning efforts).

. Although there are presently no disposal facilities desig~ed
to handle hazardous wastes in New England, the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) is working with represen-
tatives of industry and state governments to develop
such a facility.

. This use of adequate environmental safeguards in the form of
proper design, siting, and operation of facilities to
handle disposal of solid wastes, sewage sludge, and
hazardous wastes will be ensured through regulations and
permitting procedures to be implemented by the EPA under
the Resource Conservation anci Recovery Act of 1976, and
the existing regulations of the state Department of
Health.

. There are presently no EPA approved sites for ocean dumping of
these wastes in Rhode Island waters, nor is EPA considering
any new sites. The nearest sites are in the New York Bight.

B.. The impacts of ocean dumping are dependent on many factors, the most important
of which is the nature of the material dumped.

- Highly concentrated, toxic wastes could pose a substantial threat
to marine life.

- Although concentrated hazardous wastes are often placed in containers
before dumping, their integrity over time and effectiveness in pre-
venting the release of dangerous pollutants cannot be guaranteed.
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- Specific information on the chemical and biological characteristics,
the quantity, and methods of disposal of the wast.e are required
to properly assess potential impacts.

- Characteristics of the biological community, water chemistry,
depth, and the speed and direction of currents at the dump site are
also important factors.

- Chemical alteration and dispersal or transport of the wastes
after dumping and ecological changes in marine communities which
might result are not well understood at this time. The National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is sponsoring
an ongoing comprehensive research program to study the
effects of ocean dumping. This study is concentrating on the
disposal of sewage sludge and industrial wastes in the New York
Bight.

C. Ocean dumping (with the exception of dredged material) in U.S. waters is
regulated by the EPA through a permitting program.

- The EPA has promulgated regulations for permitting procedures,
criteria for evaluation of permit applications, and a list of
designated dump sites (40 CFR 220-227).

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. The Council finds that ocean dumping as defined herein has the potential~ to
pose a significant hazard to the coastal environment and its resources, and
that suitable alternative means of disposal exist. The Council further
finds that the possible extent of such impacts in most instances cannot
be determined through the information available at this time. The Council
therefore promulgates the following regulations.

1. Persons proposing to dispose of waste materials as defined herein
into the territorial waters of the state of Rhode fsland shall be
required to obtain a permit from the Council.

2. The Council shall require the applicant to demonstrate by a fair
preponderance of evidence that the project will not have a significant
adverse impact on the coastal environment or its resources.
Adverse impacts may include but are not limited to:

a. The alteration of chemical or physical properities of
marine waters so that they no longer provide a
suitable habitat for natural biological communities;

b. The accumulation of toxins, carcinogens or pathogens
which threaten the welfare of man or aquatic organisms;

c. Disruption of the ecological balances in marine waters
upon which natural biological communities depend;

d. The addition of man-made substances foreign to the
marine environment for which organisms have had no
opportunity for adaptation and whose impacts are
largely unknown;

e. The disruption or burial of bottom communities; or
f. Interference with fishing activities.
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3. The Council shall require the applicant to demonstrate by a fair
preponderance of evidence that a bona fide public need for the
project exists and that alternatives to the project have been con-
sidered.

4. Where the Council finds a reasonable probability that any or all of the im-
pacts in A,2 abcrve ~relikely to result to a significant degree
from approval of the proposed activity it shall require
appropriate modifications or s~all deny the application in question.

5• The Council considers ocean dumping as defined herein in waters
contiguous to but outside of Rhode Island's territorial waters
to be inconsistent with its plans and programs for coastal re-
sources management until such time as the environmental impacts
resulting from such disposal are more clearly understood.
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SECTION 3•3; AIR.QUALITY

FINDINGS:

A. Clean air is a valuable resource.

- Clean air is an identifiable coastal resource contributing to the

public health and welfare as well as to activities such as recrea-

tion and conservation.

- Numerous substances can degrade air quality.
. The most widely monitored air pollutants are suspended

particulates, sulfer oxides (SOx)~nitrogen oxides

(NOx)~ photochemical oxidants (i.e. ozone), carbon
monoxide (CO)~and hydrocarbons

. Other substances which may degrade air quality include

sulfates, asbestos, beryll'ium, lead, mercury~vinyl

chloride and others.

- Sources of air pollutants to the atmosphere are numerous but are

generally divided into stationary (point) and mobitesources.

- Air pollutants cause adverse impacts on human health, plant and

animal life~and physical property.

- A summary of the principal sources and effects of the major air

po~llutants for whichna.tional ambient standards~ have been set is

presented in Table 3-6,

B. The Division of Air Pollution Control of the Rhode Island Department of

Health maintains an air quality surveitlance network to continually

assess the state's air quality.

- The network includes 4 stations for continuous sampling and ~p
stations for intermittant monitoring.

- SOx and total suspended particulates are monitored at all stations;
NOx, CO and particulate sulfates and o2one (photochemical oxidants)
are monitored at selected stations.

~ Primary standards reflect minimum tolerable levels for the protection of
human health. Secondary standards are aimed at safe~uarding public welfare
by preventing deterioration of property, plant life and aesthetic values.
The Rhode Island and PJational standards are identical for these parameters.



TABLE 3-6

MAJOR AIR POLLU'CANTS1

Pnllura m Characleristics2 Principal Sources2 Principal EFfects2 Controls2 Other

otal sus- Any solid or liquid Natural events such as Health: Directly toxic ef- Cleaning of flue Standard methods

pended particl2s dispersed forest fires, wind fects or aggravati.on of gases with iner- of ineasur~ment

particulates in tha atmosphere erosion, volcanic the effects of gaseous tial separators, determine only

(TSP) suc}i as dust, pollen, eruptions; stationary pollutants; aggravation fabric filters, total weight oF

ash, soot, metals ~ combustion, esp. of of asthma or other re5- scrubbers, or particulates,

various chemicals; the solid fuels; construc- piratory symptoms; in- electrostatic providing no in-

particles are often tion activities; indus- cieased cough 6 chest dis- preeipitators; formation on

classified according trial processes; atmos- comtort; increased mor- alternative means particl~ siz~ or

to size, as settleable pheric chemical reac- tality for solid waste chemical com-

particles (larger than tions Other: Soiling ~ deteriora- reduction; im- position. Thesa

50 microns), aerosols tion of bi~ilding materials proved control pro factors may be

(smaller than 50 ~ other surfaces; impair- cedures for con- very important

microns) & fine ment of visibility; cloud struction 6 indus- in determining

particulates (smaller formation; interference trial processes health effects.

than 3 microns) with lant hotos nthesis

ulfur A colorless gas with a Combustion of sulfur- Healtl~: Aggravation of ras- Use of low-sulfur A precursor in

dioxide (S0~) pungent odor; S02 can containing fossil fuels, piratory diseaees including fuels; removal of the formation of

oxidize to form sulfiu~ smelting of sulfur- asthma, chronic bronchitis, sulfur from fuels sulfates 8 sul-

trioxide (S0~) which bearing metal ores; ~ emphysema; reduced lung before use; scrub- fur3c acid aaro-

forms sulfuric acid industrial processes~ function; irritation of bing of flue gases sol

with water natural events such as eyes & respi.ratory tract; with lime of cata-

volcanic eruptions incz~eased mortality. lytic conversion

Othzr: Corrosion of inetals;

deterioratioi~ of electrical

contacts, paper, textiles,

leather, finishes ~ coaeing~

& building etone; Yormation

of acid rain; leaf injury 6

reduced ~rowth in plants



TA~LE 3-6 (cont.)

Pollutant Cnaracteristics2 Principal Sources2 Principal Effects2 Controls2 Other

Carbon A colorless, odorless Incomplete combustioi~ Health: Reduced tolerance Automotile engine ighly localized

monoxide gas with a strong of fuels & other car- for exercise; impaix~ment modifications effects

(CO) chemical affinity bon-containing sub- of inerrtal function; im- (proper tuning,

for hemoglobin in stances such as in pairment of fetal develop- exhaust gas recir-

blood motor vehicle ex- roent; aggravation of cardio- culation, redesign

hausts; natural events vascular diseases of combustion cham

such as forest fires Other: Unknown ber); control of

or decomposition of automobile exhaust

organic matter gases (catalytic o
thermal devices);

• improved design,
oper~ation ~ rnain-
tenance of station
ary furnaces (use
of finely disperse
fuels, proper

mixing with air,
high combustion
temperature)

hotochemical Colorless, gaseous Atmospheric reactions Health: Aggravation of res- Reduced emissions of Transport of pre-

oxidan'ts conipounds which can of chemical precursors piratory ~ cardiovascular nitrcgen oxides, cursors over

(Ox) comprise photochem- under the influence of illnesses; irri,tation of hydrocarbons E long distances

ical smog, e.g. sunlight eyes & respiratory tract; possil>ly sulfur causes regional

ozone (03), per- impairment of cardiopul- oxides distribution of

oxyacetyl nitrate monary function this pollutant.

(PAN), aldehydes & Other: Deterioration of Oxidant levels

other compoUnds rubber, textiles & pair~ts; often reflect

impairment of visibility; the impact of

leaf injury, reduced regional emis-

growth ~ premature fruit sions of the

& leaf drop in plants precursors &
meteorological
conditions.



TABLE 3-~ ~cont~

Pr,llutant Charartnnistics2 Princinal Sour~ces2 Princival EFfects2 Controls` [1rh~r

itrogen
dioxicie
(tt02)

A brownish-red gas with
a pungant odor, uftan
forme~i trom oxidation
of nitric oxide (NO)

Motor vehicle exliausts;
high-temperatur~ sca-
tionary comLustion
atmospLeric reactions

Ilealth: Aggravatiun of
respiratory 6 cardio-
vascular illuesses &
chronic nzphritis

Other: Fading oF paiur.s
b dyes; impairment oF
visibility; reducel
growth & prem:,ture
leaf drop in pl.ants

Catalytic control
of auY.omobile ex-
haust gases;
modification of
automobil.e engines
to re3uce comuus-
tion temperature;
:;crubbing flne
gases with caustic
s~bstances or urea

A precursor
of photoehem-
ical cxidants

lydrocar- Organic compounds in Incomplzte combustion Health: Suspected con- Automobile er~gine A precursor
bons (NC) gaseous or particnLate of fuels ~ other car- tribution to cancer mo3ifications (pro- of photochem-

form, e.g. methane, Lon-containing sub- Other: Major precursors per tuning, crank- ical oxidants
ethylene & acetylene stances such as in in the formation of case ventilation,

motor vehicle exhausts; photoch2mical oxidants exhaust gas Y•ecir-
processing, distribu- throngh atmospheric culation, redesign
tion ~ use of petro- reactions of combustion cham-
leum compounds such as ber); control of
gasoline ~ organic automobile exhau~t
solvent; natural gases (catalytic or
evenls 5uch as forest thermal devices);
fires ~ plant meta- improved design,
bolism; atmospheric operation & main-
reactions tenance of sta-

tionary furnaces
(use of finely dis-
persed fuels, pro-

• per mixing with air,
high combustion tem-
perature); improved
control procedures
in processeing E
handling petroleum
compounds

Notes:
1
Pollntants Eor which national ambient air quality standards have been estaDlished.
2
From Council on Environmental Quality, Sixth Annual Report, 1975; based on information compiled by Enviro Control, Inc.
3 -
Many of the health effects previously attributad to the combustion of sulfuc~ oxides and particu~ates are now believed to be
eaused by sulfates• There is no national of Rhode Island standard for tl~is pollutant and iC Las not been routinely measure3 in
the past. Sulfate monitoring was Legun in Rho3e Islancl in 1976 at statioi;s in Pl~u~or~t, Woonsocket, Arcadia and Providence.
Sulfur oxide measurements alone cacmot be used as an indicator of sulPate levels since the latter may be carcied great d3stances
from the site of reaction of the precursors.
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C. With the exception of downtown Providence, air quality in Rhode Island's

coastal region is good in terms of the parameters directly related to

local emissions. Photochemical oxidant and sulfate concentrations which

are related to both local.and distant sources are high in Rhode Island

as they are throughout the Northeast region.

- Rhode Island is meeting the national primary and secondary standards

for sulfur oxides and nitrogen oxides.

- Total suspended particulate and carbon monoxide concentrations are

meeting national ambient standards everywhere in the Rhode Island

coastal region except in downtown Providence.
. The Division of Air Pollution Control of the Department of

Health is well underway in the preparation of a plan to

develop strategies to attain national standards for totat
suspended particulates.

. Planning efforts are underway within the state to deal with

the carbon monoxide problem in Providence. The programswhich

will lead to national standard attainment include the Division

of Air Pollution Control's newly adopted regulations on stationary

sources of hydrocarbons; the recently enacted state Auto

Emission Control Program;and the City of Providence's Plan

to create an Auto Restricted Zone around Kennedy Plaza.

- National standards for ambient concentrations of photochemical oxi-

dants (ozone is the parameter measured) are exceeded throughout

Rhode Island.
. The entire Metropolitan Providence Interstate Air Quality Con-

trol Region (MPIAQCR) which includes all of Rhode Island and

Southeastern Massachusetts has been classified by the

Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) as a Priority 1 region

for photochemical oxidants. This means that the federal motor

vehicle emission reduction program is not deemed adequate for

the attainment of national primary and secondary standards.

. Ambient concentrations of photochemical oxidents are related

to both distant and local emissions from automobiles (about 50%)

and other hydrocarbon emission sources.
. Emissions from Rhode Island sources contribute to the regional

oxidant problem._.
, The Division of Air Pollution Control of the Rhode Island

Department of Health is working with comparable agencies
in the other New England states to develop consistant

regulations to control hydrocarbon emissions,
. More effort at the regional level is required to effectively

solve the photochemical oxidant problem.

D. The attainment and maintenance of national air quality standards in the
Rhode Island coastal region is the responsibility of the Rhode Island
Division of Air Pollution Control (R.I. Clean Air Act of 1966; 23-25,
G.L.R.I.) and the EPA (The Clean Air Act; P~-g3.-3~g).

- Protection of air quality is acheived through controls over the
volume of emissions and their distribution.
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- Strict emission controls exist for large facilities which have the
potential to be major polluters and adequate regulatory programs are
in place for the control of other stationary sources.
. The Division of Air Potlution Control of the Rhode Island

Department of Health has promulgated regulations for the
prevention, control, abatement and limitation of air pol-
lutior~ ~'/~~5~ ~@~~ f~¢•~AnS~as of February 1977, apply
to :

1. Visible Emissions
2. Handfiring of Soft Coal
3. Particulate Emissions from Industrial Processes
4. Open Fires
5. Fugitive Dust
6. Opacity Monitors
7. Emission of Air Contaminants Detrimental to Persons

or Property
8. Sulfur Content of Fuels
9. Approval to Comstruct, Install or Modify any Device

or Facility Which is a Potential Air Poltut
Source

10. Air Pollution Episodes
11. Volatile Organic Liquid Storage and Loading Facil-

ities
12. Incinerators
13. Particulate Emissions from Fossil Fuel Fired Steam

or tiot Water Generating Units
14. Record Keepin~ and Reporting
15. Organic Solvetat Emissions
16. Operation of Air Pollution Control Systems
17. Odors

- The Environmental Protection Agency administers three programs to
control emissions from stationary air pollution sources:

1. Performance standards for new stationary sources.
2. Emission standards for hazardous air pollutants for which mo

ambient air quality standards apply.
3• Approval of major facility constructioq(includes 24 types of

facilities) subject to non-deterioration standards.
. The administration of these programs will be delegated to the

State Division of Air Pollution Control sometime this year;
responsibility for enforcement will remain with the EPA.

- The timi~ation of air pollution from mobile sources is regulated by
the EPA through three programs:

1. Automobile emission standards
2. Traffic control plans
3. Indirect Source Revi~w (includes review of highway and

airport construction projects).
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POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. The Council finds that the attainment and maintenance of national primary
and secandary air quality standards in the Rhode Island coastal region
is a high priority. The Council further finds that effective implementation

of both the Rhode Island Clean Air Act (.23-25, 25.1 G.L.R.I., as
amended) and the Federal Clean Air Act (P.L. 93-319, as amended 1974) is
an essential element of its Coastal Resources Management Program.

B. The Council finds that the facilities/activities with the greatest
potential to contribute to air quality degradation in Rhode Island's

coastal region include:
1. Electric Generating Facilities (.See Section 6.2)
2. Commerce and Industry (See Section 5.4)
3. Transfer of Petroleum Products (See Section 6.3)
4. Storage of Petroleum Products (See Section 6.4)

5. Processing of Petroleum Products (See Section 6.5)
6. Solid Waste Incineration (See Section 3.1.6)

7. Minerals Extractio~ (See Section 2.3)
8. Transportation Facilities (See Section 5•5)

The Council further finds ~hat the above listed facilities/activities are

adequately controlled by the Rhode Island Division of Air Pollution

Control, Department of Health ~ through its adopted rules and regulations

and through its administration of the EPA programs for stationary sources

plus the EPA programs for mobile sources (See Finding D).

C. The Council concludes that existing programs and planning efforts are

demonstrating significant progress towards meeting the goals, objectives,

and schedules of the State and Federal Clean Air Acts; therefore, the

Council finds no need to promulgate additional management policies at

this time.

~These functions will be assumed by the Department of Environmental Management
on or after October 1, 1977.



C ha ter 4
n

Culture and
Aecreat ion



-150-

SECTION 4.1: PUBLIC ACCESS TO THE SHORE

FINDINGS:

A. Rhode Island is richly endowed with public shorefront access opportunities

via public parks and beaches, conservation areas, scenic view points and

rights-of-way. However, efforts to enhance opportunities through more

effective utilization of existing areas and identification of additional

sites are needed.
- The distribution of coastal rights-of-way is uneven.
- Public rights-of-way along substantial lengths of shoreline remain

unverified.
- Public rights in many presumed rights-of-way are cantested.

- Rights-of-way must be posted to encourage use and prevent trespass

on private property.
- Parking space at popular rights-of-way is frequently inadequate.

- Vandalism, littering and trespass on adjacent private holdings are

issues of growing concern.
B. The scenic qualities of the Rhode Island coastal region and shoreline

are one of the state's greatest natural assets.
- Much of the state's shoreline is highly scenic.

- Many scenic areas are readily accessible to the public from

designated overlooks and scenic highway routes.
- Scenic viewing is a major recreational and tourist activity.
- Additional scenic opportunities exist at local, state and federal

recreational holdings and from both state and municipal highways.

These opportunities require careful evaluation if they are to be
utilized to their full potential.

- Scenic viewsites are highly sensitive to the aesthetic impacts of

adjoining development.
C. The state has numerous public and private boat launcfi ramps.

- Ramps.are unevenly distributed with deficiencies in upper Narra-

gansett Bay where demand is concentrated.
- Additional ramps should be sited in or near the major recreational

boating harbors of the Bay. Acquisition costs can be extremely

high in such areas however.
- Ramp siting can have major environmental impacts where it contri-

butes to increased boating activity in sensitive marine areas.

- Ramps can have major social and aesthetic impacts where service

roads are insufficient to handle increased traffic and/or where

inadequate parking is provided.
D. Development of additional rights-of-way, scenic viewpoints and launch

ramps wi.11 place additional management responsibilities on state person-

nel.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. The Council finds that the public has a right to the use and enjoyment
of the shoreline guaranteed under Article 17 of the State Constitution.
Enhancement of public access to coastal waters is consequently a high
priority use of the coastal region.

B. Applicants for Council permits for any development or activity contiguous

to a posted public right-of-way, boat launch ramp or public view site

shall be called upon to demonstrate by a fair preponderance of evidence

that such development or activity or any development or activity related

thereto will not interfere with or prevent public use and enjoyment.

Where such interference or prevention is found the Council shall pro-

hibit or require appropriate modification of the proposal in question.
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C. The Council, working in coordination with the Department of Environmental

Management, shall prepare periodic updates of the state rights-of-way,

scenic view sites, and public launch ramp map commencing in 1978. It

shall ensure maximum publicity and distribution of these maps to the

general public.

des~gna-~e
D. The Council shall, commencing in 1978,^ all verified public rights-

of-way, scenic view sites and launch ramps,

SECTION 4.2: PUBLIC BEACHES AND PARKS

FINDINGS;

A. Rhode Island's ocean beaches and coastal parks are among its m~st popular
recreational outlets. They are a resource of regional significance.

- Substantial amounts of Rhode Island's coastline consist of sandy
ocean beaches with high water quality. They provide an ideal

environment for swimming and sunbathing and are heavily used by

residents and visitors.
- Saltwater bathing as by far the state's most popular outdoor recrea-

tional activity according to the State Comprehensive Outdoor

Recreation Plan. Upwards of 92,000 people may visit public

beaches on a good summer day.
- Oceanfront facilities, especially those operated by the state, are

clearly preferred by a majority of the public (some 70i of those
sampled in a recent survey).

- State beaches attract large numbers of out-of-state visitors each
summer. Some 29% of all activity is attributible to these visutors.

- Even higher proportions of out-of-state residents visit facilities
such as Burlingame State Park's 755 unit camping area and

Misquamicut State Beach, both of which are closer to population

centers in nearby Connecticut than they are to Rhode Island's
major upper Bay metropolitan areas.

- Heavy weekend use of state beaches has created localized seasonal

traffic congestion in some areas - notably in the towns of Westerly

and Narragansett.
B. The state's many public beaches and parks are managed at the state level

by the Department of Environmental Management and at the local level by
municipal recreation agencies.

- Maintenance and management are by-in-large not problems. The
majority of facilities are of exceptionally high quality as is
clearly evidenced by their continuing popularity.

- Enforcement of rules and regutations and prevention of littering,
vandalism and similar abuses, however, is a growing problem due
to the increased responsibilities af and manpower shortages in

the Department of Environmental Management's Enforcement Division.

C. Rhode Island is extremely fortunate in that unlike many coastal states

is has an abundance of publicly owned beaches.(Table 4-1.)
- Beach use is at levels well below design capacity a healthy 97

percent of the time according to the State Comprehensive Outdoor

Recreation Plan.
- The state's public beaches can comfortably service upwards of

173,000 people on a given day. Design day use (use on a good



Table 4-1. State and Municipal Beaches and Parks in the Coastal Regi~n (Over 1 Acre)

Town ~ Facility name Ot~~ership (
f

Acreaye Shor~front Inland

Jamestown Fort Wetherill State State 51._0 X

Park
DAR Memorial Park Local 18.0 X

Fort Getty Local 41.0 X

Town Beach Local •3 X

East Providence Haines Park State 9.0 X

Squantum Woods State 28.5 X

Veteran's Pk~ry State 44.1 X

~Bourne Park Local 7.5 X
Bullocks Point Park Local 1 ~+•~ X
Waddington Park Local 5•3 X

Little Compton Town Beach Local 5.7 X

New Shoreham Crescent Beach State 18.7 X ~

~ Mott Park Local 5.~ X

Newport Brenton Point Park State 78.0 X

Fort Adams State 52•5 X
Aquidneck Park Local 7•7 X
Easton's Beach Local 11•8 X

Freebody Park Local 4.3 X
King Park Local 7.9 X
Miantonomi Park Local 3~•~ X
Norton Park Local 12•9 X

Spencer Park Local 2•1F X

Storer Park Local 3•~ X
Touro Park Local ~•$ X

Portsmouth Teddy's Beach State 2.0 X

Sandy Point Beach Local 9•~ X



Table 4-1. State and Municipal Beaches and Parks in the Coastal Region (O~~er 1 Acre) •

Town Faci)ity name Oirnership 4 Acreaye Shorefrant Inland

Westerly Misquamicut State Beach State 152.0 X

Westerly Beach Local 10.0 X

Wilcox Park Local 23•0 X

Charlestown Burlingame State Park State 2375.0 X

East Beach State 174.0 X

Town Beach Local 14.3 ;<

Charlestown Breachwa State 15,0 X

South Kingstown Moonstone Beach Leased by town 2.0 X

Narragansett Fishermen's Park State 91.8 X

East Matunuck State State 25.7 X

Buach
Sand Mill Cove SC~te State 30.0 X

Beach
Scarborough State Beach State 26.0 X

Canonciiet Beach Local 7.0 X

Municipal Park Local 4.0 X

Narragansett Beach Local 20.0 X

Thompson Park Local 2.0 %~

Veteran's Park Local 1.5 ~

Bristol Colt State Park State 459.0 X

Bristol Town Beach Local 27.2 X

Chestnut St. Park Local 1.0 X

Independence Park Local 5.7 X

Rockwell Park Local 1.0 X

Town Conunon Local 8.5 X

Middletown Purgatory Chasm State 8.4 X

tlantic Beach Local 1.0 X

Second Beach Local 40.0 X

hird Beach Local 10.0 X



Table 4-), State and t•tunicipal 8eacfies and Parks in [he Co.3stal Regi~n (Over I.4cre)

Town Fac i 1 i ty name ~ O~me rsh i p ~ Ac reage ~ Shor~ i ron t I n l and

North Kingstown ocumscussoC State 414.1 X ^

Cantral Park ~ocal 136.4 X

Down's Park Local 64.6 x

Feurer Park Local 29.5 X
cGuinn Park Loca1 25.3 X
own Beach Local 8.2 X

almsley Park Local 6.0 X

Pawtucket Seekonk River Local 15.8 X
Ten.Mile River State 65.5 X

Dunnel Park Local 13.9 x

~Fairlawn Park Local 39.o x

~Slater Park Local 208.3 X
;Payne Park Local 1.2 X

Novelty Park Local l.l X

Providence 'Roger Williams National Federal 5.0 X

Park
Dyerville Park State 9.1 X
Ardaene Park Local 4.5 X

Blackstone Park Local X

Branch Ave. Park Local 1.0 X

City Hall Park Local 2.6 X

Columbia Park Local 1.5 X

Davis Park Local 10.1 X

Fenner Park Local l.l X

Fox Point Park Local 2,2 X

Hopkin's Rark Loca) 4.5 X

India Pt. Park Local 13.1 X

Lippit Park Local 6.0 X

Merino Park Local 7.4 X

flesser St. Park Local 1.9 X

Mt. Pleasant Park Local 1.9 X
'Patterson St. Park Local 1.7 X

~Pleasant Valley Pkwy. Local 5.4 X

Richardson Park Local 3.2 X
~Roger Williams Park Local 415.1 X
Wanskuck Park Local 24.0 X
Wither-by Parl. loc~l l.f~ X



Table4-1. State and Municipal E3eaches and Par4s in the Coastal Regir~n (Over l.Acr~)

Town ~ Facility name Oamership I Acreay~ Shur~iront Inland

Tiverton Grinnel's Beach Local 2.5 X

Tiverton Beach Local 45.0 X

Warren Burr Hill Park Local 7.6 X

Janiel Park Local 11.2 X

Warren Town Beach Local 2.3 X

Warwick Goddard Park & Beach State 489.2 X

Bayside Beach Local 9•5 X
Conimicut Pt. Beach Local 14.4 X

Gorton's Pond Beach Local 4.1 X

Naughton Ave. Park Local 1.5 X

Oakland Beach Area Local 27.1 X

Sand Pond Beach Local 3.3 X
Warwick Park Local 203.6 X

Warwick Pond Beach Local .4 X

Barrington Haines Park State 73.1 X

Latham Ave. Park Local 3.9 X
Orwood Dr. Park Local 1.0 X

Osanequin Park Local 1.0 X

Sherwood Park Local 4.5 X

Town Beach Local 1.3 X

Veterans Park Local 215.0 X
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July ~Neekend day) only infrequently exceeds 92,000, leaving a
margin of nearly 50o to absorb increased demand. Because of this
additional capacity few state beaches approach saturation on
any but the very hottest summer weekends.

- Additional public ocean beach acquisition for the above reasons

does not appear to be a high priority for Rhode Island.

D. Rhode Island is less fortunate in the distribution of its public beaches.

The state~s major metropolitan concentration at the head of Narragansett

Bay is removed considerable distances from the majority of facilities
located along the open ocean shoreline.

- Beach use is largely income-dependent. It increases dramatically

in proportion to increases in family income.
- In explaining this phenomenon the State Comprehensive Outdoor

Recreation Plan cites high participation costs and lack of open

space and other recreational opportunities in low-income urban
a reas .

- Access is further complicated by the relatively low level of auto-

mobile ownership among low income urban families and by inadequate
or nonexistent public transit service to outlying beach areas.

- Few opportunities for additional saltwater beach development exist

in or near the Upper Bay's metropolitan concentrations due to

intensive coastal development, water quality limitations, and less
desirable coastal topography.

E. The recreational value of parks and beaches depends on a variety of

environmental and aesthetic characteristics all of which are sensitive

to change. It is frequently enough to disrupt just one of these to

upset the delicate balance of factors which sustains recreational activity.
- Beaches and parks are sensitive to onsite impacts associated with

overuse or inappropriate use.
- They are also highly sensitive to the environmental, aesthetic and

other impacts of activities that take place elsewhere. The external

impacts of abutting uses are of particular concern because they
can have profound and immediate effects on recreational values,
effects which have only been infrequently controlled in the past.

- The variety of external impacts is great:
. Increased traffic may compromise public access opportunities;
. Noise, odors or other airborne "pollutants" may detract
from recreational enjoyment;

. Water pollutants may preclude water contact sports;

. Physical changes may contribute to beach erosion or intro-

duce sediments into previously pristine waters;
. Large structures may compromise the visual attractiveness

of adjacent recreational areas.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. Public recreational use and enjoyment of parks and beaches shall be a high
priority use of the coastal region. Activities and developments detri-
mental to such use and enjoyment shall have low priority.

B. Applicants for Council permits for any development or activity contiguous
to a publicly owned and/or operated park or beach shall be called upon
to demonstrate by a fair preponderance of evidence that such development ,

or activity or any development or activity related thereto will not
significantly interfere with or damage the recreational use or value
of the affected park or beach.
In evaluating such evidence Council concerns include, but are not limited
to.
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l. Impacts on public access and traffic congestion;
2. Objectionable noise incidental to construction, use or operation

of proposed contiguous facilities or developments;
3. Visual and aesthetic impacts on contiguous recreatianal activi-

ties;
4. Impacts on natural processes such as sedimentation, runoff,

coastal erosion and the like which may adversely affect conti-

guous recreational areas or uses of those areas;
5. Impacts on air or water quality which may adversely affect

contiguous recreational ac~ivities.
Where significant interference with or damage to recreational use or

value is found the Council shall prohibit or require appropriate modifica-

tion of the proposal in question.

C. The Council recognizes the manageme~t responsibilities of the Department

of Environmental P1anagement and municipal recreation authorities as they

relate to publ~c beaches and parks. It shall endeavor to support these

responsibilities to the maximum extent consistent with other Council

Policies and Regulations.

SECTION 4.3: CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT

FINDINGS:

A. The Rhode Island coastal region is richly endowed with both public and

privately held conservation and wildlife management areas. However, the

social and environmental amenities these areas provide are so valuable

and varied that it would be unwise to satisfy ourselves with what we

have.(Listed in Table 4-2.) ~
- Both the Department of Environmental Management and the Federal Fish

and Wildlife Service are actively investigating additional

coastal region purchases.
- Acquisition is a particularly attractive method of protection

because it allows for a variety of recreational and nonrecreational

uses in addition to the primary conservation function.

B. Conservation and management areas are among the state's most important

multiple-use recreational resources. A variety of recreational activi-

ties are freq~ently compatible with primary conservation and wildlife

management objectives. These include:

- Controlled hunting for wate~fowl and upland game;

- Hiking and cross country sk~ing;

- Wildlife observation and scenic viewing;

- Fishing and swimming.

C. A number of socially, economically and environmentally desirable non-

recreational activities can often be pursued concurrently with primary

conservation and management objectives.

- These include many forms of agriculture and forestry.

D. Conservation and management areas have broad ranging social, economic

and environme~tal significance. This significance has all too frequently

gone unrecognized in the past.
- They provide reservoirs of open space and undisturbed natural

beauty. Their value in this regard will increase incrementally

as the state's population grows.



Table 4-2 Conservation an~l Tla~ia,~inent Arecis in th~ ~'o:~~tc+l R~,;ion

To~~n t~a~ il i t.~- Nain~: ,7ui~i.s~liction Aei~ea~e :\r~~i "1')~~~~:

P~~icl/~,roocllanci

t'oa:,t.l in~~

Portsn►outh Melville Poncl State 5H. U

Old Or~h~rd biarsh ['rivate ~iZ. S S~~ilt marsh ~

F[eritage Trtjst I.an~l
(Prudence Island) Private 24U.0 lJoocil~u~~l

Black Point Swamp Private 7?.0 Ueciduo~is s~~amp

Gou1d Islan~l Refugc Private S.0 l9oocle~i i~l.in~i ~.

~'orter'~ Alarsh Private 17.0 Salt mai•~li X

I.ittle Compto~i

liigh Hill l~tar5h State 1?. ~ Salt mar~h ~

Tivertor~ Seapowet Marsh State 162.1 Salt u~ai'sh X

Port Barton Consei•-
, vation area Local 77.0 }~orest

Lafayette Co~iserva-
tion area Local ?30. U i~ore.st

Ruecker l9ildlife
Refu~e Private 30.0 Porest/salt uiarsh X

Tiverton Rocl ~; Gl.in 1'rivate

Local

65.0

ll.0

f~orest.

Salt/tresh mar5h XBristol Silver C:reek
Elopeworth Road site I.ocal ~ 1Z.0 (~orest

Brown U. land Private 307.0 ~ f~oi~est k

Bristol Ro~ ~ Gun Private 50.0 Forest

Salt/brackis}1

•

Narragansett Galilee Bird Sanc-
tuary State 17 l. ? rn~irsh ~

i Wesc~uage Pond Pr ivate 30. 0 Coa, t~il 1'uncl X

Pettaquamscutt Private 9.7 Salt blai•sll X

Reluge
Ram Island Private 13.9 Islancl in tialt X

,

i~or~a

, , ►

l.nl;in~l

X

\
~

X

\

X

X
x
\



'1'at~le 4-2 Conservation ancl M~lna~e~n~~~it Areas i~~ th~ l:o~>>t~il he~ion

1~~~~1i ra~ i 1 i t}- N~i~n~ Jui~i;~li~t iuii t1~i~ea~e r~i~~:i '1~~~~~e~

I51a~id iii N~~~r~~-

l:o:i~t 1 i nt 1~il:iii~i

Jamesto~vn Dutch Island ~taiia~e-
ment Area State 50. 0 ,,antict t hzi~ \

Fox llill Pond Salt ul>lan~ls
Marsh Private 45.0 Salt mar5li/5ur-

T'OUIl(~111~ 11I~1~1I1c~S t

n'~c1T'S~1 ~'~t~1l~OWS PI~1Vatf; ZI .~) ~~il lt lil<!1'ti}l ~

Rac<<uet ]Zoad `I'hi.cke Pri.vate 19.0 Shrub ~,~etla~i~l X

Jamesto~dn Rod t; Gun Private 22.0 Wooclland \

Newport A1my Poncl Conserva-
tion Area Private 21.0 C:oastal Pond X

Ocean Drive Alarsh I'r.ivate 9.7 Salt l~farsh X

Nliddletown Sachuest Point
National Wildlife Federal/Local 2Lg,p I~~irrier he~ich/ X
Refuge niarsh, slirub u~~l~i~i

Norrnan Bird Sanc. Private 320.0 f~i.el~.s/iorest~ a

New S}loreharn 131ock I s land PJ at' 1
Wilcllife Refu~e l~ecleral " 28.0 unc field X

Mohegan I311iffs Local 13. ~1 l:oasta l h 1.tif Es ?~
Rodman's t1011.ow Local 38.5 Shriih]<incl ~
Breed' s I,and . Local 35 . 0 Sllrub/open I~►n~t ~ X

6Vesterly Newton Swamp State 111.0 IFresh marsh `~

Woody tlill mgmt. are State 7?3. U Uplancl loi~est `~

VUatch k[ill rii•e
Di_strict (Napatree) Private 57.0 Barrier L~each X

Weekaraiig Fire Dist. Private

i

57.0

~

Bari~ier~ 13eac1~ X



'1'able 4-2 Con;ci~v~t.i.on an~l ~lzina~eni~iit Ai~ea~ in th~ Co~i~t.il P.e~ion

lUh~ll ~'(1C111C)' ~l:]Illl'. ,~Lll'Lti~~1Ci1.011 !~l;i~d~i4,',~ ~~i'E'.~l ~V~)C (,O~lti(_jLIlC

Ni.ni~ret Nat' lChai•lesto~~n
6Vilcl:life ReEu~e [~ecleral. ?7.5 Barrier Rea~h X

Nini.~ret ConS. E\i•ea Stat~ 17=l.0 Rart•ier L~ea~l~ X

Wards Islancl ~ State 15.1 Shct I~tarsl~ X

Cliarlestown ~i~mt.
Area ~ State 73.9 Breac}i~ti~ay,lsalt X

marsh
~uonochontaub ~~rea ~ State ~9. Z f3re~zch~~ay/salt

~
~

marsh
Burl ingarne Ma~lage- ~

~
~

ment Ai•ea State 8~10.5 I~orest
Indi.an Cedar Swamp

~ Mana~ement Area ~~ State 850.0 lJoocled s~~amp ~ ~

Dee~ Pond Area State ~2.0 t~ore5t
Kimball 6Vildlife
Refuge F'rivate 30.0 l~ol~est

South Kingstown Trustom Pond Nat'1
Wildlife Refuge ~ rederal 115.0 Coa~tal E'ond \

1~latunuck Mgmt. t~i~ea State 170. S 13arrier Beach/ X

(includes east) Salt t~tarsh
Moonstone Wilcilife Private 6.7 Barrier 13ea~h/Pond X

refuge
Indian Run [Uoods Private 50.0 i~ore5t
Fri.sella's tlunting Pri.vate 1?3.7 ~l~ure~t
Area

4Varren Waj ack Parm Loca1 6ti. 7
East 4Varren Rod ~,
Cun Club Pri.vate 32.0 ~
Warren Iteservoir l~ri.vate 10.0 t~orest

I ii 1 and

Y

X
.l'

Y



Table 4-Z Conservation an~~ I~t~ina~;ernent Are~is in th~~ ~:o:istal Region

'I'own I~aciliT~~ N<+me Juris~liction A~i~ea~e :\i~~~:~ 'I'yi~c; l'o.i~t.li►ie ltil.~il~i

I3arrington P.umsti ck F'oint State 33. ~1 Salt martih X
iuridred Acre (,ove State ?3. 3 Sa:l t m.ir~li X
Tall Cedars I.,ocal 32.8 f~ore~t \
KIlOC~UlII fiill ~ Local 75.0 Porest X
lUalker Farm Local 62.0 A~rie. land ~
Hampton 1~1eadows Local 120.0 F~orest \
Hund7•eci Acre Cove Private 43. 0 Sa L t Ill'c1T'5I1 X

~

I:ast Providence 'Purner Reservo:ir I.ocal 251.9 l~orest X

tiVarwick Narragansett Pkwy~ State z55. S I~oi•est X

Cranberry 13og Brook
i

Local 3~.4 Forest X
Cranber~y I3o~ Local 16.3 Nar~h X
Buckeys Brook Area I.ocal 5~.4 I~orest/hlarsh X
Baker's Creek Local 12.6 salt marsl~ X ~

East Greem,~ich Davis lVildlife Ref. Private 30.9 Forest/r.i.ver/
flood plaiil X

Nort}i Kingstown Si.lver Spring State 14.6 X
Cornel.ius Island Local Forestecl is]ancl X
t~wit River Swamp Private

~]8.7
55. ~ I,.tV. N~irsh/ Corest X

Cocamacassoc Brk Private 16.0 1-~orest X
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- Their presence enhances the quality of life available to all

the state's ci.tizens. They make Rhode Island a more pleasant

place in which to live and work, a fact of growing economic

consequence as an attraction to'industry.

- They preserve water quality and scenic diversity while helping

to guide future growth.
- They preserve vegetation and habitat necessary to support the

state's wildlife,fisheries and migratory birds.

- They help preserve the rural character of much of the state's .

coastal region and some of its most valuable farmland.

E. Conservation and management areas are often complex and delicately

balanced natural environments. They are sensitive to a variety of

internal and external impacts.
- Inappropriatie recreational use or overuse can destroy habitat

and degrade aesthetic quality;
- Adjacent development can limit access and generate noise, traffic,

pollution or physical changes which diminish aesthetic qualities

or alter environmental conditions. ~

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. Preservation and restoration of scenic areas and features, and the living

resources of the coastal region must be a high priority use of Rhode

Island's coastal region if its natural beauty, diversity and quality is

to be maintained. Uses not compatible with such preservation and restora-

tion shall be considered of low priority..

B. Applicants for Council permits for any development o.r activity contiguous

to an area committed to conservation, fisheries or wildlife management

purposes by covenant or deed shall be called upon to demonstrate by a

fair preponderance of evidence that such development or activity or any

development or activity related thereto will not significantly interfere

with or damage the primary conservation or wildlife management purpose

of the affected area.
In evaluating such evidence Council concerns include, but are not

limited to:
1, Impacts on public access;
2. Construction, operational or traffic related noise and activity

especially as these affect wildlife;
3. Impacts on natural processes such as sedimentation, runoff,

coastal erosion and the like;
4. Impacts on air and water quality;
5. Visual and aesthetic impacts.

Where significant interference with or damage to the primary conservation

or wildlife management purpose of th.e affected a,rea is found the Council

shall prohibit or require appropriate modification of the proposal in

question. •
C. The Council r_ecoqnizes the management responsibilities of the Department

of Environmental Management, the US Fish ~ Wildlife Service, the National

Marine Fisheries Service and private conservation organizations such as

the Audubon Society of Rhode Island and the Nature Conservency. It shall

support these agencies to the maximum extent consistent with other Council

Policies and Regulations.
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SECTION 4.4: RECREATIONAL BOATING AND BOATING FACILITIES; RESIDENTIAL
DOCKS AND PIERS

FINDINGS:

A. Recreational boating is one of the most significant, widespread and popu-
lar uses of Rhode Island's coastal waters. It is an activity of regional

significance.
- Nearly 17,000 boats were registered in the state in 1976, up some

16% from 1974.
- State ~aters are heavily travelled by out-of-state craft. They

account for 36i of recreational boating revenue according:.to

Department of Economic Development statistics.
- Recreational boating generated gross sales of over $13 million in

1976.
- Recreational boating expenditures generate addit.ional ac~tivity

throughout the state's economy - up to $276 for each $100 spent.
B. Popular boating anchorages, harbors and marinas are crowded, often to the

point of saturation.
- Demand for mooring, docking and storage space is a particularly

severe problem.
- As of 1975 according to surveys undertaken at the request of the

Department of Economic Development there were 5~400 slips, 2,500
moori~gs and 4,500 winter storage spaces in the state. Waiting

lists for these get longer every year.
- Crowding creates numerous problems.

. It detracts from the quality of the boating experience.

. It increases conflicts among sports fishermen, sailors,
waterskiers and commercial vessels.

. It creates hazards where boating activity spreads into
swimming, skin diving and shellfishing areas.

. It increases noise, litter and pollution from toilet dis-
charges, exhaust by-products and occasional fuel spills.

. It generates pressu~e on environmentally sensitive areas
such as salt ponds, eelgrass beds and waterfowl habitat.

C. Boating activity is on the increase, especially for craft in the sixteen

foot and under size range.
- Department of Economic Development projections predict a possible

increase in the number of Rhode Island boats of as much as 92i over
the next 20 years, although rising fuel costs and general economuc

conditions may act as restraints.
- Demand for berthing space will increase in proportion ~o increases

in boating activity by a possible 390-780 boats per year through

1980, 440-880 boats per year between 1980 and 1g85, and by as many
as 1,000 boats per year through lgg0.

D. Expansion opportunities at existing marinas are limited.
- Only about 1,000 new berths were planned when the Department of

Economic Development undertook its survey in t975. This is enough

to meet only 65i - 85~ of immediate demand.
- Expansion is limited by:

. Preexisting development concentrated along the shorefront
of most of the state's popular recreational harbors;

. By zoning constraints;
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. By environmental protection regulations and standards;

. By dredging costs and procedural difficulties and time

delays in obtaining necessary state and federal permits.

E. Suitable sites for new marinas are in extremely short supply.

- For most of the above reasons.
- Because of relatively rigid siting requirements including:

. Superior road access;

. A large site - an economically viable marina of a'minimum

200 slips requires some five acres of land for parking,

storage and service structures;
. Access to sheltered waters open to the Bay or ocean;

. Adequate nearshore water depth;

. Restrictions on siting in SA waters.

F. Residential piers, docks and wharves are proliferating, often to the

detriment of other legitimate coastal activities.
- Piers, docks and floats already constitute the single largest type

of Council permit activity - 35 to 40% of all applications received

between 1971 and 1975. The vast majority of t~ese applications

were for private sing.le-residence structures.

- Piers, docks and floats tend to concentrate along the shores of

protected coves, coastal ponds and tidal rivers.

- These concentrations contribute to crowding, aesthetic deteriora-

tion and most importantly interfere with constitutionally guaran-

teed public rights of access to and along the low water shorefront.

- Substantial difficulty has been encountered in controlling pro-

liferation of dock's and piers because of the incremental nature

of the problem. Many individually innocuous proposals have col-

lectively had a substantial impact on the ~tatP's shoreline.

- The state can, therefore, deny or restrict without compensation

wharfage privileges for any of a variety of public purposes

i~cluding protection of access, navigation, commerce, fisheries

or the environment.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. The Council finds recreational boating to be a high priority use of the

coastal region. However, more efficient use of existing marina space shall

be preferred to new marina development and undirected proliferation of

docks and piers will be actively discouraged.

B. Operation of recreational craft:
l. Must be in compliance with applicable Department of Environmental

Management Division of Boating Safety regulations regarding

load limits, safety devices, rules of the road, and operation

in restricted zones such as bathing, shellfishing and skin

diving areas.
2. Must be in compliance with posted municipal and state speed and

minimum wake regulations pertaining to channels, anchorages and

other water bodies.
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C. Overboard di.scharge of wastes, sewage and litter:

l. Overboard discharge of oily wastes and residues from spills,

exhausts, engine cooling waters or any other source is pro-

hibited pursuant to applicable Coast Guard standards and

regulations.
2. Overboard disposal of litter, garbage, refuse or any other

similar solid waste material is prohibited.

3. Overboard discharges of human waste material shall be subject

to all applicable Coast Guard standards, regulations, require-

ments and timetables for compliance.

D. Marina development and expansion:

l. The Council encourages marinas to seek innovative solutions to

increased demands for mooring, dockage and storage spa~e including

dry stack storage, alternative slip and mooring configurations

and the like.
2. Marina development and expansion shall be subject to all Council

policies and regulations pertaining to effected marine, inter-

tidal and coastal resources and uses of those resources.

3. Proposals for marina expansion and development shall in all

instances contain a description of related dredging and dredged

material disposal, bulkheading, or breakwater requirements and

proposals. The purpose of this regulation is to protect the

applicant from initiating developments for which other necessa~y

appirovals will not be forthcoming.

4. Pro~osals shall provide for sanitary facilities and related

sewage treatment and disposal systems sufficient to service addi-

tio~al marina users.
5. Proposals shall provide for sufficient on-site parking to ser-

vice additional marina users, Whe°'P' ~pP~~e,vb~c.

E. Marina and residential dredging and dredged material disposal: See

Chapter 5, Section 5.3•
F. Residential docks, piers and floats:

l. The Council specifically recognizes the public's constitutional

right to lateral access along the shorefront below the mean high

water mark.
2. Applicants for residential docks, piers, wharves or any other

structure extending frorm lands above the mean high water mark

into and across tidal waters below this mark shall be called

upon to demonstrate by a fair preponderance of evidence that

their proposal will not interfere with or prevent public access

alang the shore below mean high water.

In evaluating such applications and evidence pursuant thereto

the Council shall co~sider:
a. The presence, number and distribution of docks, piers,

wharves, etc. along the shorefront in question;

b. The probability of future dock, pier and wharf con-

struction based on ownership and development pat-

terns along the shorefront in question;

c. The collective impact these docks, piers and wh~~rves

have or may have ~~n lateral public access;



Where interference with or prevention of lateral public

access is found the Council shall prohibit or require

appropriate modification of the proposal in question.

SECTION 4.5: HISTORIC PRESERVATION

FINDINGS:

A. The Rhode Island coastal region has a rich and long history,

- The first Europeans under Giovanni da Verazzano visited the future

site of Newport in the early 1500''s and were greeted by friendly

and prosperous Indians.
- While relatively few artifacts of these native occupants remain,

many traces of precolonial and colonial settlement have survived.

- The cities of Newport and Providence and the villages of Wickford

and Kingston were all major political and cultural centers and

are dotted with historic buildings, Many other coastal areas have

historic significance as well.
- The majority of the state's designated historic places, buildings,

and districts are within the coastal region. Many significant

military artifacts such as Fort Ada~ms in Newport remain as important

tourist attractions.
B. The state has a vigorous Historical Preservation Commission. The Commis-

sion acts in cooperation with the National Park Service at the federal

level and with local historic commissions at the municipal level to identify

and protect areas and sites of historical significance.

- The Commission is conducting a statewide survey, which identifies

places of historical importance and recommends programs for his-

toric preservation.
- Some 180 historic places in coastal communities have been entered

on the national and state registers.
- The Historic Preservation Commission reviews all publicly financed

or licensed projects affecting designated historic sites either

directly or through the impact of adjacent developments.

- The Commission is empowered to review the environmental and

aesthetic impacts of such developments and to make rulings on

adverse impact. Where these rulings are contested they are subject

to federal action by the National Advisory Council on Historic

Preservation or to state action by the Governor.

C. Historic sites are a highly significant recreational, cultural and educa-

tional resource of growing value to the state's citizens and visitors

alike. (Sites shown in Figure 4-1.)

- They provide access to and enjoyment of scenic coastal areas.

- They contribute to the preservation of and public awareness of

a rich and varied cultural heritage.
- They contribute to the variety of recreational opportunity that

supports the state's tourist industry.

D. Effective and responsible coastal management efforts must promote preserva-

tion of h~storically significant areas and sites.
- The Council finds a need to farmalize longstanding cooperative

arrangements between itself and state and local historic preserva-

tion commissions to ensure preservation of registered historic

places and districts.
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POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. Preservation of areas and sites of historical and archeological significance

is a high priority use of the coastal region. Activities which damage or

degrade historic resources shall be considered of low priority.

B. The Council shall duly notify appropriate federal, state and local his-

toric preservation agencies of proposals before it or subject to its

review where there exists any reasonable probability of these affecting

the physical preservation, aesthetic quality or accessibility of registered

historic sites, buildings or districts. Such notification will follow

all applicable provisions of the Administrative Procedures Act including

most particularly the right to comment and hearing. The Council will

weigh the comments of all f`deral, state and local historic preservation

agencies prior to any action under this section.

C. The Council shall evaluate all proposals subject to its review or permit-

ting authorities for their impact on the physical preservation, aesthetic

quality or accessibility of designated historic sites, buildings or dis-

tricts. It shall require modification or shall prohibit proposed contiguous

uses where it finds a reasonable probability of adverse structural impacts

on such designated sites, buildings or districts. It shall strongly '

recommend modification of proposals likely to affect the aesthetic

quality or accessibility of such sites, buildings or districts.

D. The Council shall be duly~notified of all additions to federal and state

registries of historic places by nominating agencies. This shall enable

it to more effectively contribute to their preservatimn.

SECTION 4.6: RESEARCH

FINDINGS:

A. Environmental baselines must be established to measure and respond to man's

impacts on Rhode Island's coastal and marine resources,

- At their most basic level environmental impacts reflect themselves

in changes to ecological systems.
- If impacts are to be properly identified we must accumulate base-

line information against which to measure such changes.

- Baseline information is best accumulated through ongoing research

and long-term sampling of the same site. Ongoing research helps

distinguish between natural fluctuations and those impacts generated

by man's activities.
- Rhode Island is fortunate in having a large number of marine and

coastal data stations on which scientists at the state's various

universities and within the Department of Natural Resources have

been accumulating data. These data are an invaluable asset in

developing coastal management plans and programs.

- Data stations are highly sensitive to localized impacts and environ-

mental alterations which interfere with the acquisition of accurate

information.
B. As coastal planning and management efforts expand in scope and sophistica-

tion and as changing social and environmental conditions generate needs

for periodic updating and refinement of these efforts the demand for

information continues to grow.
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- The task before us generates increased demands for information

useful in effectively managing coastal resources.

- Information needs are as varied as the many issues facing

the state's coastal region. They include environmental data and

the monitoring of public expectations and priorities.

- Research produces numerous social benefits in addition to the

value of the information it generates. Of great interest to the

Council are the many educational opportunities it opens to

scie~tists and students at the state's high schools and universi-

ties. Of further interest is the state's very active and growing

priv~te marine research industry.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. Research on coastal and marine ecosystems and processes and on the impacts

of man's various activities on these systems and processes is a vital and

high priority element of the state's Coastal Resources Management Program.

B. Applicants for Council permits for any development or activity at or

contiguous ~o a designated environmental research/data station shall be

called upon to demonstrate by a fair preponderance of evidence that such

development or activity or any development or activity related thereto will

not interfeire with the primary data acquisition and/or research function

of the affected station.

In evaluating such evidence the Council's concerns include but are not

limited to ~nvironmental or physical alteration of the research site

caused by:
1. Co~struction, operation or traffic;

2. Noise, odor or other i~pacts on air quality;

3. Impacts on natural processes such as sedimentation, runoff,

erosion and the like;

4. Impacts on water quality, chemical, particulate or organic

characteristics.

Where interference with the primary data acquisition and/or research

function of an affected station is found the Council shall prohibit or

require appropriate modificatiorn of the proposal in question.

C. Uses of marine and coastal areas subject to Council jurisdiction whic~

do not req~ire a specific Council permit shall be considered in violation

of Council management policies where they interfere with the primary

data acquisition and/or research function of a designated research/data

station. Such interference may be in any of the forms identified under

1-4, above.

SECTION 4.7: THE BAY ISLANDS PARK

FINDINGS:

A. The Council endorses and supports the Bay Islands Park concept both in its

existing elements and those propOSed for future acquisition.

- The Council has participated in the development of the proposed

park system since its inception. The recently published Bay Islands

Park: A Marine Recreation Plan for the State of Rhode Island was

jointly sponsored and produced by the Council in cooperation with

the Department of Natural Resources.
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B. The Council believes that the proposed park represents a unique opportunity

to develop an exceptional recreation facility in the Narragansett Bay

area. It finds:
-~hat this opportunity will be lost if timely state action is not

taken.

- That the Bay's islands are among the state's greatest natural

assets and potentially a most valuable recreational resource.

- That recreational and open space use of the various islands pro-

posed for inclusion i~n the parksystem will offer a unique recrea-

tional experience to generations of Rhode Islanders.

- That the park will provide much needed additional marine oriented

recreational outlets to residents of the upper Bay's metropolitan

concentrations.
- That it will be compatible with economic development objectives

because it focuses on areas of limited commercial-industrial

potential either due to access or topographic difficulties.

- That it will enhance the attractiveness of the state for residents,

visitors, commerce and industry by preserving areas of unspoiled

natural beauty within the state's most developed region.

C. The Council supports the underlying objectives of the Park system.

- To make the Bay's islands more accessible to all the state's

residents by expanding private ferry service.

- To provide a wide variety of water enhanced recreational opportuni-

ties with particular emphasis on such high demand activities as

bathing, picnicking, fishing, sightseeing, boating, hiking and

hunting.
- To preserve open space, scenic vistas, educational opportunities

and valuable wildlife habitat. The Council supports the special

management programs initiated by the Department of Environmental

Management to protect Hope Island's newly established and flourishing

heron and egret colony.

- To expand on rather than duplicate opportunities provided elsewhere.

- To keep facility development at a minimum.

- To respect the rights and privacy of island residents.

- To develop the system and spread its cost on the basis of defined

priorities.
. Highest priority to low-cost opportunitues including

the upgrading of areas already in state ownership and the

development of free (for public recreation purposes) federal

surplus property;

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. Development of the Bay Islands Park System as already initiated by the

Department of Environmental Management shall be a high priority of the

Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Program. Developments and

activities inconsistent with this objective shall have low priority.

6. Designated Bay Islands Park holdings shall be subject to all Council

Policies and Regulations for public parks and beaches, public access

areas and historic preservation as set forth in this Chapter.
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C. Applications for Council permits for any development or activity on or

contiguous to an area proposed for inclusion in the Bay Islands Park

System, but not already owned or operated for Park purposes, shall be

reviewed for their consistency with proposed recreation or conservation

uses. Where the Council finds a reasonable probability of inconsistency

it shall forcefully urge appropriate modification of the proposal in

question.
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SECTION 5.1: RESIDENTIAL DEVELOPMENT

FINDINGS:

A. Residential development is expanding more rapidly in the coastal region
than in other parts of the state.

- Coastal cities and towns are actively involved in managing
residential development. All have adopted zoning ordinances,
and most have adopted subdivision regulations.

- Al1 coastal communities, except New Shoreham and the large
cities, grew in population by at least 20 percent through the
1960's. Five grew by more than 50 percent, as opposed to
a~ statewide average of 10.5 percent.

- Some of the expansion is being accommodated by conversion of
seasonal housing (the number of seasonal houses statewide
dropped by 27% through the sixties;) a trend which is expected
to continue. Some of these converted homes are not suitable
for year-round occupancy.

B. There is enough suitable land within the coastal region to meet projected
needs for residential expansion. Residential development is a necessary
and appropriate use of the coastal region. There is a growing need, how-
ever, to insure that residential development does not extend into sensi-
tive natural areas or areas hazardous for development. It is also important
that new development does not overtax state and municipal services or
adversely affect areas or activities of broad social significance such as
recreational areas.

- Residential development has, however, frequently taken place
with little consideration of the suitability of the site chosen.
Significant areas in the coastal region have constraints for
development.

. Of land within the coastal region some 90 is
hazardous due to periodic coastal flooding;

. Much is poorly or very poorly drained and 50i has
at least some drainage problems;

. Other land is unsuitable because of shallow soils,
severe slopes or the presence of wetlands.

- Local and state zoning laws generally fail to address these
problems. The present state zoning enabling act mentions
only flood-prone areas. Only one coastal community based its
zoning ordinance on soil surveys. Six have zoning pro-
visions that restrict the use or layout of sites in the flood
hazard areas which are present in all coastal communities.
O~ly one has provisions that recognize development limitations
in the areas of very steep slope which are also present in all
but one coastal community.
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- Residential development has frequently been initiated with
littl~ consideration for the demands it places on public
facilities and services. Problems have arisen where thes~
services are insufficient.

. Health and environmental problems have occurring
when conversion of seasonal homes to year
round use overtaxed the capabilities of on-
site disposal systems and public sewers
were not available. This is of particular
concern near sensitive natural areas such
as coastal ponds and wetlands where ground-
water levels and water quality are easily
affected.

. One-half of the coastal communities have no public
sewers or very limited service areas, but
most have extended public water systems and
allowed small-lot development without ensuring
that soils are capable of adequately absorbing
sewage. As a result the pace of sewer con-
struction has had to be accelerated, often at
great expense to local taxpayers.

- The state's principal direct control over residential develop-
ment has until recently been limited to Department of Health
regu~ations pertaining to the siting and design of on-site
sewage disposal systems.

. A Department permit is required prior to construc-
tion of suc~ systems, although required percola-
tion tests focus primarily on direct threats
to human health and water quality.

. Department regulations do not address many issues
of concern to the Coastal Resources Management
Council such as siting in areas of high flood
hazard, proximity to sensitive natural areas,
impacts on adjacent recreational areas, public
access points, or conservation areas.

. The Council by express legislative mandate, however,
has final regulatory and permitting authority
over sewage treatment and disposal within the
coastal region and may exercise this authority
where it finds a reasonable probability of
adverse impacts on the resources of the coastal
region or conflicts with plans for the utiliza-
tion or preservation of those resources. Where
it finds such probabilities, the Council is
authorized to modify, set conditions for or
reject the design, location, construction, alter-
ation or o~eration of treatment and disposal
systems.

. Because of the expansive nature of its legislatively
mandated planning and management responsiblities
for the coastal region the Council finds an
obligation to reflect these responsibilities in
regulatory policies pertaining to sewage treatment
and disposal.
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C.

- Other direct state controls relative to residential development

include regulations for the protection ~f freshwater wetlands

administered by the Department of Enviror~rnental Management

. These establish as public policy preservation of

the purity and integrity of freshwater ponds,

streams, rivers, swamps, marshes and bogs.

. They require a Department permit for any alteration

to the character of a freshwater wetland and

set forth standards for unacceptable altera-

tions including:
- reduction of the flood retention and

mitigation ability of the wetland;

- reduction of its groundwater recharge

capacity;
- reduction of water quality; or

- reduction of wildlife habitat or recrea-

tional value of wetlands with outstanding

aesthetic, ecological and/or cultural

significance.

Low densuty residential expansion within the state as a whole is contin-

uing. This is frequently wasteful of land and other resources.

- If present trends continue more coastal land could be devel-

oped between 1960 and 1990 than in the preceeding 300 years.

- Since the state is so small (less than the size of the average

U.S. county) the resultant loss of rural and scenic areas will

affect.all state residents.

- Agricultural lands are being particularly hard hit by develop-

ment pressures. Most of the state's farmland could be gone

by the late 1980's.

- Compact and planned residential development offers numerous

advantages over existing low density development.

. Road and utility costs could be cut in half;

. Energy and water consumption could be cut by

35 to 45 percent;
. Air polTution could be reduced by 45 percent.

. Increased amounts of space could be left open

or committed to other desirable uses.

- Two fundamental impediments to more compact and efficient

use of developable land exist, however;
. Existing state zoning enabling legislation

does not encourage it.
. Municipal zoning ordinances frequently do not

allow it.
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POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. The Council recognizes that local government has the principal responsi-

bility to plan for and manage land use and development, much of which is

of local concern only. The Council, however, encourages and shall endeavor

to support local efforts to adopt plans and zoning ordinances that:

1. recognize the development potential of land in or near existing

urban areas and public water and sewer service areas (designated

for higher intensity and medium intensity development in the

coastal region plan);
2. make a distinction between urban areas (higher and medium inten-

sity development in the coastal region plan) and rural areas

(agricultural and rural/resource land in the plan), based on

land capability and availability of public services;

3. guide cievelopment away from agricultural land; and

4. recognize the constraints on development of poorly drained,

steep, or shallow-to-bedrock soils (land with development con-

strair~ts in the coastal region map).

B. The Council recognizes continued undirected low-density residential

development as an inefficient and frequently wasteful use of the state's

land resource. It finds so called "sprawl," a problem of statewide

magnitude and concern, neither unique nor indigenous to the coastal

region. It believes, therefore, that the only proper and effective

approach to this problem must accommodate and address its statewide

scope. The Council consequently supports and urges passage of

Bill 77H-6299, An Act Establishing A State-Local Land Management Pro-
gram. It frinds the Act's purpose, to wit:

. relating developmea~t to physical capabilities of land;

. relating intensity of development to availability of public

service;
. recognizing the areawide impact of some development decisions;

. protecting valuable natural resources and areas;

. reserving suitable sites for needed economic development;

. providing adequate housing for all residents; and

. improving the visual quality of development.

fully consistent with and supportive of its own planning and manageme~nt

objectives relative to utilization of the state's coastal resources.

C. Pending passage of comprehensive statewide land management legisla-

tion, however, the Council fin~s there is much that it can do on its

own authority to effectuate the intent of such legislation as it

relates to the coastal region.

Specifically, through implementation of its regulatory and permitting

powers relative to coastal physiographic features, coastal wetlands

and sewage treatment and disposal, the Council has adopted policies

relative to development of and/or developments on or contiguous to:

~• Barrier beaches (Section ~.2.4)
2. Sand dunes (Section 1.2.5)
3. Coastal cliffs, ledges and bluffs (Section 1.2.2)
4. Coastal wetlands (Section 1.2.3)
S. Flood hazards (Section 1.3)
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6. Coastal erosion (Section 1.4)

7. Conservation and management areas (Seetion 4.3)

~ 8. Public Access to the shore (Section ~+.1)

The Council has further adopted specific policies for

and disposal related activities and developments of an

or affecting the coastal region and its resources (see

sewage treatment
y sort within
Section 3.1).

SECTION 5.2: URBAN WATERFRONTS AND PORTS

~
IDENTIFICATIOPJ: See Figure 5-1

A.

G~

C.

General Cargo and petroleum products:

The state's major general cargo and petroleum import-export center

is the Port of Providence, defined here as including port facilities

along both the Providence and East Providence shores of the Providence

River at the head of Narragansett Bay.

Satellite petroleum and lumber import facilities are located off

the Fall River shipping channel in Portsmouth and Tiverton.

Commercial fishing and recreational boating:

The state has two principal commercial fishing ports at Galilee and

Newport which together account for 95i of commercial landings (see Section 2•1)•

Warwick Cove, Newport, and to a lesser extent Galilee are also important

recreational boating ports.

The.state's many other smaller ports and harbors (see Figure 5-1) are

primarily recreational in orientation, but support small commercial trawl,

lobster, mollusk and fish trap fisheries.

Federal surplus port facilities:

~lavy piers and related port and petroleum storage facilities are

located at Quonset Point-Davisville on the west shore of the Bay and at
Coddington Cove and Melvil~e on the East Bay (Aquidneck Island).

These facilities have been excessed by the Navy to the General Services
Administration (GSA) for disposal. However, several parcels are being
re-evaluated by the Navy for possible future programs. Final disposal
of any of those facilities, moreover, is being held in abeyance pending
the completion by GSA of a comprehensive Environmental Impact Statement
(EIS). ~

S•2•1 General Cargo and Petroleum Ports

FINDINGS REGARDING THE PORT OF PROVIDENCE:

A. The Port of Providence is the state's major cargo terminal and port
facility. It consists of approximately ten miles of commercial waterfront
extending along both shores of the Providence River (Figure 5-1)•
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- The port contains 10 public wharves, 14 private docks or

piers, and three private marinas. Fourteen of these are

primarily petroleum (gasoline, oil and lubricants) related

and abut privately operated tank storage farms. Six are

dry and bulk cargo related, one is a ferry pier and seven

service tow and tugboats and recreational craft.

- Port acreage totals approximately 635 acres, which may be

categorized as follows:
. 540 acres petroleum handling and storage;

. 25 acres bulk cargo handling and storage
(open and warehousing);

. 70 acres miscellaneous commercial and marina.

- The main shipping channel has been dredged to a control

depth of forty feet along its entire length. Shoal

areas off Fuller Rock Light and Conimicut Light which had

previously limited the port to vessels with a maximum draft

of thirty feet were dredged in 197~. •

- Dredging of three berths (450 feet, 595 feet, and 688 feet

respectively in length) at the Providence municipal wharf

to a depth of forty feet is currently underway.

- Control depth at private petroleum piers ranges between

30 and 38 feet.

- A substantial area of the upper harbor between Bold Point

a~d Green Jacket Shoals is shoal and littered with

abandoned and deteriorating piers and barges. Commercial

opportunities in this area are consequently limited.

- Port related employment is difficult to compute because of

the variety of activities involved. The port director esti-

mates sixteen administrative and security positions and two

to three hundred stevedores at any one time. Indirect employ-

ment in port related transportation, vessel servicing, and

commercial-industrial activities is substantially higher than

t~e above figures, but specific numbers are not available.

- The port has a major economic impact on the City of Providence

and East Providence and on the state as a whole through:

d~rect and indirect employment; taxes and duties; dockage,
wharfage and storage fees; vessel and crew servicing, refuel-

ing and repair; and stimulus to trucking and railroad business.

Although the precise magnitude of this impact is unknown:

. The U.S. Economic Development Administration has
estimated that each dollar of petroleum
product landed generatesan additional five
to seven dollars of economic activity in the
market area.



Similar multipliers for other cargo sectors have

not been developed. However, port officials

agree that bulk and general cargo, primarily

through higher related employment, have a
greater per dollar irnpact on the local

. economy.

- The value of 1975 international cargos, which were only a
portion of the total, ar-e shown in Table 5-1.

B. Providence is a major regional import center - imports accounted for 98i
of total 1976 tonnage handled. Petroleum products accounted for 93.5~ of

these imports (82i of this was gasoline and fuel oil) and 65~ of exports
by tonnage, making the port the fuel distribution center for eastern
Connecticut, Rhode Island and Southeastern Massachusetts (a market
population of seven million people).

- Import/export patterns over the last ten years indicate an
erratic pattern of slow net growth (Figure 5-2 )• (Rhode lsland
Transportation Plan - 1'990, Report No. 19, R.I. Statewide
Planning Program 1973)•

- Import/export patterns in petroleum products roughly paral-
lel overall patterns reflecting the strong contribution of
petroleum handling to the general cargo mix (Figure~2 ).

- The port's principal exports are scrap metal (Providence is
the region's largest exporter) and petroleum products (much
of which is transported by truck).

- Petroleum products account for a substantial proportion of
the landed value of products handled (Table 5-2). However,
bulk and general cargo traffic has increased significantly
in recent years, especially foreign automobile imports.
In support trends and port improvements suggest that bulk and
general cargo will be the dominant growth sector in the
foreseeable future.

C. Ongoing improvements of both Providence and East Providence Port facili-
ties and surplus storage capacity at existing petroleum tank farms sug-
gest that port expansion is likely to continue and that bulk and general
cargo handling may increase substantially. The economic activity resul-
ting from such expansion would benefit the cities of Providence and
East Providence, the entire state, and the Southeastern Fdew England region
as a whole. The Council believes, therefore, that port expansion should
be encouraged.

- In addition to the previously mentioned berth dredging at
the municipal pier, the City of Providence has earmarked

bond monies for rebuilding and repairing associated ware-
houses, constructing additional warehouses, installing
sprinkler systems, repairing and extending paved pier sur-
faces and loading areas, removing excess trackage and
upgrading drainage systems. These improvements will
attract more and larg,er general cargo vessels to the port.
Lumber, steel and automobile imports are already increasing.



TABLE 5-1

PORT OF PROVIDENCE PATTERNS AND TRENDS-~

Manifeste~ International Cargo Evaluation-~-~ - 1975

Domestic Exports -- $ 21.63 million

Domestic Imports -- $176.32 million

~~It should be recognized that these statistics

reflect international traffic only. Hence it

gives an extremely conservative perspective on

port related activity, most of which is domes-

tic and much of which involves land transporta-

tion as well.

~~~~These statistics are from U.S. Customs, which

do not include shipments of less than $1,0~0,

$2,000 Canadian. In addition, the amounts

reflect owner evaluation, so the minimum value

is indicated.

TABLE 5-2

1975 Imports By Value-~

Petroleum Products......... $78.4 million-~... $651 million'<-~

Automobiles................ $72•6 million~~

Steel, Industrial Parts.... $12.4 million%~

Lumber products............ $ 6.5 million

~~U.S. Customs statistics (do not reflect domestic traffi.c)

~~~~Includes domestic traffic by tanker (personal communication

Paul Hicks, Executive Director, Rhode Island Petroleum

Association.



Figure 5-2
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- Long range redevelopment plans under preparation by the

Mayor's Waterfront Development Committee provide for contin-

uecJ improvement of the municipal pier area with supporting

commercial-industrial development concentrated inland of

the Route 95 corridor. The Council finds that this pattern

would greatly enhance the port's development potential.

- Port activity along the East Providence shoreldne is also

likely to increase as a consequence of the Providence and

Worcester Railroad's proposal to substantially expand the

area South of the llilkesbarre Pier and north of the Gulf Oil

Terminal. This expansion, which has already been approved

by the Council, and is currently being reviewed by the Corps
of Engineers, will put an underutilized length of commercial
shoreline into productive use.

- A proposed clean up of the upper Providence and Seekonk
Rivers under consideration by the Corps would open up addi-

tional areas on both shores to port and related commercial

use by removing dilapidated piers, warehouses and abandoned
barges. A major impediment to, this $2.9 million project is
the absence of local funds to match the Federal Government's
75o contribution. The Council recognizes the need to assist
the cities involved in obtaining necessary funds to initiate
this project.

- The Council recognizes the contribution of the port's petro-
leum handling and distribution facilities to the state and
regional energy supply network and to the many people and indus-
tries it services. The Council finds, however, that there
exists sufficient storage potential within the property
bounds of existing shorefront tank farms to handle orojected
requirements for the foreseeable future. It therefore conclude~

that commitment of additional shorefront or port lands to tank
storage of petroleum products is unnecessary (see Section 6.4).

D. While recognizing the growth potential of the Port of Providence the
Council sees a number of impediments to full realization of this poten-
tial. These include difficulties associated with dredging, removal of
deteriorating facilities, long range port planning, and redevelopment
costs.

- Additional dredging at berthing facilities to a control depth
of forty feet will be necessary to obtain maximum benefit from
existing piers and wharves.

. The cost of major dredging projects is rapidly
increasing;

. Environmental concerns have greatly complicated
the tasks of identifying acceptable disposal
sites and techniques for handling polluted
spoils;

. P1ajor dredging projects have been stalled as a
result
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- Abandoned and deteriorating structures and vessels create
navigational hazards and preempt significant amounts of
harbor waters and port shoretine.

. It has proved difficult to establish ownership
and liability far the removal or restora-
tion of many of these obstructions.

. State and local funds for removal are limited
and the difficulty of establishing ownership

frequently places the entire financial bur-
den for removal on the public.

- Port expansion and redevelopment is extremely costly.
. The Providence-East Providence waterfront is

heavily developed and land values are
extremely high.

. Local funds for redevelopment and shoreline
protection are limited and state assistance
may be necessary.

- Long range port planning is an extremely complicated and time
cansuming process.

. Planning for the Port of Providence as broadly
defined is complicated by the number of
governments involved - three cities, the
state and the federal government.

. Planning must be placed in the overall context
of urban development. It must consequently

address transportation, recreation, housing
and general commercial-industrial issues in
addition to narrowly defined port priorities.

- The Council recognizes an obligation as the state's principal
agency for coastal planning and management to participate in

the solution of these problems.

FINDINGS REGARDING THE TIVERTON SHIPPING AREA:

A. The Tiverton shipping area is not a discrete port, but rather two con-
centrations of piers and related storage facilities located in Portsmouth
and Tiverton off the Fall River shipping channel (Figure 5-1). Tiverton
facilities are committed primarily to petroleum products.

- Tiverton facilities consist of four major piers with lengths
ranging between 600 and 700 feet and control depths of

3~+-35 feet. Storage capacity is approximately 2.2 million
barrels.

- Control depth in the main shipping channel is 34 feet at
~o w water. The turning basis in the Tiverton channel is
approximatelyl200 feet in length. Because of the channel's
limited depth and the small size of the turning basin, use
is limited to high tide and groundings are a potential
problem for the larger vessels (32,000 dead weight tons)
servicing this area.
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- Tiverton facilities handle considerably less volume than

the Port of Providence (in 1972, 9~3~3 thousand tons as

opposed to 8.5 million tons for Providence). Petroleum

products make up the bulk of imports which account for

73i of the total tonnage.
Exports, which account for 27~ of the total tonnage are

refined petroleum products such as gasoline, fuel oil

and kerosene.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. The Council recognizes that the Port of Providence and the Tiver-

ton Shipping Area will require periodic navigational improvements and

maintenance dredging. ~t shall support environmentally sound dredg-

ing projects (see Section 5.3).

B. The Council finds that port related commercial-industrial develop-

ment including but not limited to facilities for the handling, trans-

fer, and/or storage of shipped products shall be the highest priority

use of the Providence - East Providence shorelines within the Port

of Providence.

In exercising its regulatory and permitting powers relating to

shoreline use within this area, the Council shall require applicants

to demonstrate in addition to other evidentiary burdens (see Section 5.4)

that proposed facilities are port related as defined above. Demonstration

by probative evidence of such a relationship shall be a primary consideration

in approving such applications.

C. Abandonment of vessels, piers, wharves or other such structures in

the navigable waters of the state of Rhode Island is specifically prohib-

ited. Upon verification of legal title to such abandoned structures the

Council shall order their removal at owner expense within a time period

specified in said order.

Failure to comply with the terms of such an order shall be a viola-

tion of a duly adopted Council regulation and subject to all fines and

penalties established by law. Each day of noncompliance, defined as

beginning the day after expiration of the specified notice period, shall

be deemed a separate and distinct violation.in accordance with ~+6-23-1,

GLRI.

D. The Council finds that shorefront siting of petroleum storage facil-

ities within the confines of pre~existing tank farms is an acceptable use

of the state's coastline. It shall duly consider applications for addi-

tional storage facilities or modification and improvement of existing

facilities within the confines of established tank farms subject to

siting and safety criteria set forth under Section 6.4.

E. Pending completion of ongoing energy facility pla~ning studies under

new section 307 (b) (8) of the Federal Coastal 7_one Management Act,
the Council shall not permit expansion of existing tank farms

beyond their present bounds nor shall it permit construction of new
storage facilities along the state's shoreline. This period shall not

extend beyond September 30, 1978.
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.2.2 Commercial Fishing and Recreation Ports

FINDINGS REGARDING POINT JUDITH:

A. Point Judith is one of Rhode Island's principal commercial fishing ports

and among New England's most prosperous (see Section 2.1).

- In t975 Point Judith ranked third among New England's
fishing ports in landings by weight and fifth by value,

and accounted for 67% of all Rhode Island landings of

fish and shellfish by weight and 33% by value.

- The dockside value of 1975 landings was approximately

$6.2 million. Since each dollar of fish sold at the

dock generates an additional $2.50 in economic activity,

1975 landings introduced some $16 million into the

state's economy.

- In 1g76 the Point Judith fleet consisted of 105 primarily
Rhode Island owned and operated vessels, most of which were

trawlers in the forty to ninety foot range.

- The port also contains facilities for recreational craft,

party fishing and tour boats and a dock for the Block

Island ferry.

- Point Judith is also an area of considerable seasonal

tourist and recreational activity and contains a state

beach, several private beaches and numerous other tourist

related facilities.

- The port supports two fish processing facilities and

several businesses, including two shipyards that service

the commercial fleet.

- Much of the port's land area and all of the land at Galilee

where most berthing, unloading, supply and processing facili-

ties are concentrated, is owned by the state which, through

the Department of Environmental Management and the Council,

has committed this lamd to priority use for commercial fishing

and related industries.

B. The Council finds that the Point Judith fleet can expand significan~ly

in size and economic significance in response to growing demand from

within the fleet itself, and the creation of the new two hundred mile

domestic fisheries zone by the Fisheries Management and Conservation

Act of 1976. The Council finds it to the benefit of all Rhode Islamd

citizens to support this expansion.

- On a regional basis it has been estimated that from 75 to

242 vessels in the groundfish fleet along may be added to

the domestic fleet as a result of the 200 mile limit. They
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would employ between 900 and 2,500 fishermen and support, ~os~ibly

a doubling of employment in fish processing. Other existing

fisheries may experience similar expansion and new fisheries

for species not presently sought by domestic fishermen may

develop.

- The Point Judith fleet and Rhode Island, in general, is in

an excellent position to attract a significant proportion of

this expansion because of the vitality of its fishery (a net

increase in landings of 110% by tonnage and 238i by value

between 1950 and 1975 as opposed to a region wide decrease

of 55i in tonnage and an increase of only 74i in value).

Major impediments to growth of the Point Judith fleet exist, however.

These are of two primary types - lack of dock space and insufficient

water depth (much of the harbor has shoaled to depths of less than

twelve feet) to handle larger vessels.

- Ir~ ~976 the Council in cooperation with local officials and

the Department of Natural Resources succeeded in obtaining

Corps of Engineers funding to initiate necessary dredging.

This dredging, presently in progress will prevent ground-

ings which have become chronic, will allow for the physical

expansion of the port and will permit more and larger vessels

to berth.~

- In addition, the Department of Natural Resources has spent

nearly $2 million since 1970 to expand and improve pier and

docking facilities.

- Competition between sport fishing craft, party boats, and

commercial fishing vessels for dock space continues, pending

completion of scheduled port improvements. However, it has been

minimized by concentrating recreational and party boats in

the northern portions of the port, away from fish unloading

and processing facilities.

FINDINGS REGARDING NEWPORT:

A. Newport is Rhode Island's other major fishing port and New England's
third largest (1975) in terms of the dollar value of landings and sixth

by weight. It has experienced an upswing in activity beginning in the

late sixties due to an influx of out of state boats (primarily from
Massachusetts).

- In tg76, the port handled landings from a fleet of over .fifty
vessels, primarily trawlers in the forty to seventy foot range
(twenty-nine of fifty-four vessels were groundfish trawlers; of

these twenty-three were between forty and seventy feet in length).

- The Newport fishery is dominated by groundfish and lobster.
More lobster (approximately 2.2 million pounds) was landed here
than in any other New England port in 1975•

-~Dredg i ng ~has been compl eted .
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- Primarily due to the high value of lobster, 1975 Newport

landings exceeded the dollar value of the Point Judith catch

($8.8 million as opposed to $6.2 million).

. Utilizing the same conversion factor as for

Point Judith $2.50 in related economic

activity for each dollar of catch value)

Newport landings had an overall 1975 eco-

nomic impact of some $22 million. However,

becasue the bulk of the Newport catch is shipped

directly out-of-state for processing and fur-

ther handling, much of the port's economic

impact is shared with neighboring states.

- The port supports various marine services, a municipal wharf,.

and numerous private piers. It contains several shipyards,

the largest of which is capable of hauling vessels up to 300

feet in length and 3,000 tons displacement.

- PJewport fisheries have growth potential, albeit possibly not as

dramatic as Point Judith, under the new 200 mile limit.

B. Newport is an important and growing tourist, resort, and recreational

boating center. An active waterfront and historic restoration program

continues to enhance the port's recreational attractiveness.

- Recreation and tourist related expenditures are many and

varied and because of this very difficult to compute. How-

ever, a single event, the recent seven day visit of the

international tall ships fleet, was estimated to have gener-

ated some $15.6 million in economic activity.

- Additional large influxes of out-of-state tourist expendi-

tures are generated by such major attractions as the Americ~'s

Cup Races and other major yachting events.

C. The port is extremely crowded, especially during the summer long tourist

season.

- Facilities are commonly saturated with visiting yachts and

smaller recreational craft.

- There is little room for commercial fishing vessels which

are forced to raft (moor several abreast) at the few piers

available to them.

- The Council finds that one of the port's major attractions

and certainly a key to its economic vitality is the mix of

recreational boating and commercial fishing which it supports.

It concludes, therefore, that any solution to chronic crowd-

ing cannot favor one use to the exclusion of the other.

FINDINGS REGARDING OTHER COMMERCIAL FISHING/RECREATIONAL PORTS:

A. With few exceptions, the state's other recreational harbors support small
commercoal fishing fleets (Figure 5-1) particularly in the nearshore fish
trap, crustacean fisheries, and Bay mollusk fisheries.
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- Most of these harbors contain small fish handling and retail

b~sinesses.They support numerous repair facilities capable

of servicing smaller recreational and commercial craft.

- The aggregate impact of these smaller fisheries while

significantly less than for the state's two principal

fishing ports is still significant.

- Commercial activities are also important in attracting

federal funds for Corps sponsored navigation projects

which benefit recreational boaters and marina facilities

as well.

B. These smaller harbors are principally dedicated to recreational boating

and are heavily congested during the summer months (see Findings and

Policies on Boating Facilities).

- Crowding adversely affects recreational and commercial

vessels and traffic alike.

- As with Newport, th~ Council finds that a key to the

attractiveness and economic vitality of these harbors is

the mix of commercial and recreational boating activities

they support. It believes that this mix should be main-

tained in any solution to the problem of crowding.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. Point Judith

l. Highest priority uses of the Port of Galilee and its waterfront

shall be those related to the commercial fishing industry includ-

ing, but not limited to berthing of commercial fishing and party

fishing vessels, unloading and supply facilities, fish proces-

sing and related storage and transfer facilities. These priorities

of uses have been and will continue to be reflected iri state leasing

practices.
2. In exercising its permitting responsibilities regarding commercial-•

industrial siting in Galilee, the Council shall require applicants

to demonstrate, in addation to other evidentiary burdens set

forth under Policies for Commercial-Industrial Siting (see Section

5.4) that proposed facilities are related to the conduct or support

of the commercial fishing industry as defined above. Demonstration

by probative evidence of such a relationship will be a primary

consideration in approving such applications.
3. The Council recognizes the necessity of periodic maintenance dredging

of the port to support its commercial fishery and shall use its good

offices with the Corps of Engineers to ensure that such dredging

is undertaken in an expeditious manner.

B. Newport

The Gouncil recognizes Newport's significance as a center of

historic attractions, a major tourist area and an important recrea-

tional boating and commercial fishing port. Priority uses of its
waterfront shall include historic restoration, commerce related
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to tourism and recreational and commercial fishing vessels, fish

unloading and transfer facilities.

2. See also Policies on Recreational Boating and Boating Facilities

(Section 4.4) and Policies on Marine Fish and Fisheries (Section

2.1).

C. Other Commercial Fishing/Recreational Ports:

l. See Policies on Boating and Boating Facilities in Section ~F.4.

5.2.3 Federal Surplus Port Facilities

FINDINGS:

A. The surplusing of Navy holdings in and around Narragansett Bay beginning

in ~g73 has opened up numerous commercial-industrial and recreational oppor-

tunities tm the state.

- Rhode Island was until recently a major center for the Navy,

which in 1973 began to surplus many of its holdings.

- The parcels involved are large and many contain facilities

an~ services necessary to support commercial-industrial

activities. These include rail links, extensive road net-

works, open and protected storage areas, piers and wharves,

sewage, water, and utility services.

- Planning for reutilization of surplus lands and facilities

is complicated by uncertainties related to military contin-

gency and reactivation constraints, related lease and use

stipulations, identification of holdings which will be fully

excessed (transferred out of federal ownership) and the

timing of such transfers.
. Many of these holdings are still held by the

Navy or the General Services Administra-

tion pending title transfer.
. The federal government, while thusfar respon-

sive to the suggestions of the state and

affected municipalities, remains the

legal leasing agent for land

not as yet formally transferred.

. Additional complications arise from the exclu-

sion of federal lands from all but indirect

state coastal management controls under the .

provisions of the federat Coastal Zone

Manageme~t Act of 1972 (P.L. 92-583)• Until
title is formally transferred, therefore,

Council opportunities to ensure redevelop-

ment of these lands consistently with the

state's Coastal Resources Management Program

are limited.

B. Surplus facilities at Coddington Cove in Middletown, Melville in Ports-

mouth and Quonset Point-Davisville in North Kingstown (Figure 5-1) provide
significant opportunities for port related use and redevelopment.



- Coddington Cove is a 56 acre site off the main Providence

shipping channel containing eight major buildings and two

long finger piers, one 1,536 feet long and 100 feet wide

with rail spurs on either side, the other 1,573 feet long

by 200 feet wide. The piers provide 6,516 linear feet of

berthing space with control depths of 35 feet. Protected

storage space measures 86,000 square feet. A turning basin

and protected anchorage with a 33 foot minimum depth lies

between Coddington Point and a 4,000 foot stone breakwater.

- Melville is also off the main Providence shipping channel.

~Its 1,164 acres were used by the Navy for fueA storage.

Port facilities include a small boat basin, a 2,130 foot

fuel pier to the south and another 12 acre boat basin with
depths of between 6 and 34 feet. Piers are of wood and con-

crete construction. Railroad spurs and warehouse space are
located in the immediate vicinity. .

- Quonset Point is connected to the main Providence shipping
channel by a 33 foot dredged channel running north of
Jamestown. The Quonset pier, dredged to a depth of 29 feet,
is 1,400 feet long by 65 feet wide, constructed of concrete
on steel pilings and has railroad spurs down both sides.
Considerable office and warehouse space and a major airport
are located nearby.

- The two Davisville piers are approximately 1.5 miles north
of Quonset and are connected to it by a 31 foot channel. The
1,200 foot piers are serviced by railroad spurs and dredged to
a depth of 30 feet. Considerable warehouse, open storage
and office space is located in the immediate vicinity.
Allen Harbor, a well protected anchorage where the Navy
formerly maintained a yacht basin for service personnel, is
located immediately-to the north of the piers. Both Quonset
and Davisville are connected by rail to the New York-Provi-
dence mainline and are proximate to Interstate 95•

C. These surplus facilities offer opportunities for recreational boating
and related services; commercial fishing and rela~ed service, transfer

and storage facilities; OCS oil and gas exploration/development support;

and port dep~ndent commerce and industry.

The Council finds:

- That use by commercial fishing vessels (already underway on
a temporary basis at Quonset Point and Melville) and recre-
ational craft (a marina is in the advanced planning stages
for Melville, while a major shipbuilding facility is proposed
for Coddington Cove) would do much to alleviate chronic crowd-
ing of other ports in the Bay area;

- That use oi Davisville pier area for Outer Continental Shelf
exploratory support would contribute significantly to our know-
ledge of the offshore oil and gas resources and might ultimately
support development of offshore resources.
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POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. The Council in cooperation with the Department of Economic Devel-

opment shall encourage the General Services Administration and the

Department of the Navy to complete transfer of excessed lands and to

clarify contingency and emergency reactivation constraints on leased

lands in the most expeditious manner permitted by law.

B. Upon transfer of title all such lands shall become subject to

applicable state plans, regulations, and permitting procedures provided

for under state law and the Coastal Resources Management Program.

C. Highest priority use of the excessed Navy pier and related port

facilities described in this section shall be port related commercial

and industrial uses including but not limited to activities associated

with the conduct of commercial fishing, recreational boating, ship and
boat building, and support of OCS exploration.

D. The Council does not find it adivsable at this time to encourage
development of areas which would compete with the Port of Providence
for bulk and general cargo or petroleum products traffic. It re-
cognizes, however, that petroleum storage potential, expecially at
Melville, should be explored if and when existing Port of Providence
and Tiverton facilities become obsolete or storage requirements tax
their safe capacity.

E. In exercising its regulatory and permitting authority relating
to use of these areas, the Council shall require applicants to demon-
strate in addition to other evidentiary burdens set forth under

, Policies for Commercial-lndustrial Siting In the Coastal Region
(Section 5.4) that proposed facilities are port related as defined
above. Demonstration by probative evidence of such a relationship
shall be a primary consideration in approving such applications.

F. These regulatory policies shall not be construed as superceding
policies applicable to lands included in or designated for inclusion
in the Bay Islands Park (Section 4.7).

G. Subject to approval by~Federal leasing authorities, the Council
shall encourage interim use of these areas for berthing and servicing of
commercial and recreational craft pending final disposition, pro-
vided that such use does not preempt long term port related develop-
ment options.

SECTION 5.3: DREDGING AND DISPOSAL OF DREDGED MATERIALS

FINDINGS:

A. There is a chronic need for dredging in Rhode Island waters in order
to maintain and irnprove the state's commercial, recreational and fish-
ing ports and the various channels leading to them.
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- In 1976, The Council received 6 applicantions for dredging.
In addition, fifteen major projects which wc~uld produce ovcr

2 million cubic yards of spoil, applied for in previous years

are still pending. The Area Wide i Water Quality Management Program

is currently inventorying past and present dredging projects.

- Factors influencing the need for dredging include:

. rate of shoaling

. frequency and nature of ship traffic

. safety and navigability

. the cost of dredging versus the economic

benefits to be gained from dredging

- Channels and berths are gradually filling through the

natural process of sedimentation.

. Based on past experience, the Providence River

requires maintenance dredging approximately

every eight years, the Port of Galilee every

ten years, Great Salt Pond every eight

years, and Block Island Harbor every six

to seven years.

- New dredging projects which include the creation of chan-

nels and berths and the deepening of existing facilities

below the control depth are periodically needed for several

reasons including the following:
. The size of commercial ships has increased

thereby requiring deeper channels and

berths.
. The size of commercial fishing vessels is

expected to increase and the industry

itself is expected to expand; new
facilities will be required to acommo-

date more and larger vessels.

. New or expanded recreational boating faci-

lities must be accommodated.

Dredging projects are expensive; their costs and benefits must be

carefully evaluated.

- Costs vary greatly from project to project a~d are in-

fluenced by factors such as:
. Size - In general the larger the project,

the less the cost per cubic yard.
. Method of dredging.
. Proximity to other projects - The cost of

transporting, installing, and removing

equipment is substantial.
Composition of material to be dredged -

Unconsolidated material is less expen-
sive to dredge than rocks or compacted
sediment.
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C.

Area of operation - Dredging between finger

piers is more expensive than dredging

open channels
Economic factors - Inflation, labor costs,

and the competition for dredging con-

tracts cause cost variations.
Means of dredged material disposal -(See Finding b)

- Determination of benefit:cost ratios is difficult
and almost always controversial.

. For federal projects, the benefit:cost
ratio can influence the priority
rating assigned to a project.

- Commercial navigation projects approved by Congress receive

1~0i federal funding; federally approved recreation projects

receive 50i federal funding; other state, local and private

projects are not eligible for such funding.

Dredging may cause a wide range of environmental impacts.

- Dredging new channels can alter established estuarine
circulation patterns, and affect the estuary by altering
its salinity regime, ftushing times and mixing characteristi~s.

- The turbidity resulting from dredging operations, although
of concern, is generally not sufficiently concentrated nor
persistent enough to constitute a significant impact on the
estuary. Most estuari~ne organisms are able to tolerate fairly
high concentrations of suspended sediments for short periods

mf time. In addition, pelagic species are often capable of

avoiding high concentrations of suspended sediment, although

the behavioral response cannot be generalized for all species.

Light penetration is decreased in turbid waters, but only
localized, short-term decreases in primary productivity are
usually observed.

- Suspended dredged material exerts an oxygen demand upon the
surrounding water. The degree of this demand is related to
the amount of organic matter and reduced substances in the
sediment as well as to the extent of the sediment-water contact.
9f the sediments to be dredged contain high concentrations of
nutrients or heavy metals and other toxic substances, these
substances may become dissolved into the surrounding waters.

- The impact of any dredging project depends on numerous factors
including:

whether it is a new project or maintenance

dred~ing; new projects usually have
greater environmental impacts.

method of d~redging
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the volume and composition of dredged material

the location of the dredging project and the environ-

mental conditions present there including:

(1) hydrographic conditions,especially
temperature, salinity, current,
wave and tidal regimes

(2) ambient chemical parameters of the
water, especially turbidity, oxygen
and nutrient concentrations

(3) biological communities
the presence of pollutants such as hydrocarbons
and heavy metals in the dredged sediments

the method of dredged material disposal

- Existing Corps of Engineers management policies call for the

inspection and monitoring of dredging operations and the
dredged material disposal site to determine environmental im-

pacts.

D. Dredging projects are frequently delayed because suitable disposal
sites cannot be found. There is no single solution for the disposal

of all dredged material.

- Large volumes of dredged material will continue to be generated
by maintenance and new projects requiring that disposal sites

be found.
. Major pending dredging projects in Rhode Island will

produce some 2.2 million cubic yards of dredged

material which would cover a one mile square area,
such as the proposed Brown's ledge site, to a

depth of 2 feet.

- Pdumerous factors influence the suitability of different dredged
material disposal methods for individual projects. Especially
important factors include:

. the size of the project; recent dredging projects
have produced from 1,000 to ~,000,000 cubic
yards of dredged material

. the composition of the dredged material and the
presence of pollutants

. funding available for the project

- The Areawide bJaste Treatment Program is studying manage-
ment alteratives for dredging and spoil disposal.

- Alternatives for dredged material disposal include:

l. Inland Disposal
. Unpolluted dredged material may be used for land-

fill.
. Inland disposal sites are limited and large volumes

cannot be accommodated. For example the 12 mil-
lion cubic yards of material dredged from the
Providence River could create a t~wer almost lZ
miles high on an acre of land.
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. Filling of inland areas may create unpleasant odors
and affect ground water supplies.

. Disposal costs increase with distance from the pro-
ject. Transport of dredged material from Point
Judith to Misquamicutt, a distance of 25 miles,
would cost $3.33/cu. yd. ($0.13/cu.yd./mile)

2. Creation of Artificial Islands or New Shoreline
. The creation of new islands may incur

serious jurisdictional problems.
. Islands may be navigational hazards and may produce

numerous environmental impacts.
. Containment of sediments on islands or along the

shore may be difficult as well as expensive;
retaining s'tructures, which are necessary
for fine sediments cost frorn $SO to $100 per linear
foot in shallow water and from $1200 to $2000
per linear foot in water deeper than 30 feet.

3. Salt Marsh Creation
~ Salt marshes, natural systems with high ecological

value, created on dredged materials are a positive
solution to dredged material disposal.

. Artificial salt marshes can pose navigational hazards,
and if built with polluted dredged material can introduce
pollutants from the sediment into the water
column, and/or into the food chain.

. There are few suitably sheltered sites which can
hold sufficient volumes of dredged material in
Rhode Island.

. Salt marsh creation is only feasible for relatively
small projects (approximately less than 500,000
cu.yds..}.

. Salt marsh creation costs largely depend on the
method used for establishing marsh grasses

seeding $1000 per acre
springing $1000 to $2000 per acre
planting $2000 to $3000 per acre

(1975 prices)
4. Near Shore Ocean Dumping

. Properly sited and executed ocean dumping is an
attractive method for disposing of large volumes
of dredged material

. Ocean dumping may adversely affect the marine
environment.
- Dumping buries bottom animals and high

turbidity at the dump site may exclude
certain mobile animals such as finfish~
recent laboratory evidence from the University
of Rhode Island shows that scup avoid turbid
waters.

- Pollutants from sediment may be reintro-
duced into the surrounding water; this
effect may be minimized by "sandwiching"
polluted dredged materials.



- Studies on the Brown's Ledge Disposal Site

suggest that it may be an environmentally

acceptable ocean dumping site.

. Dumped dredged materials become recolonized by animals

from the surrounding environment.

- At the Brenton Reef site, deeper spoil

has been recolonized; shallower spoil is

wave-washed sand with few animals.

. It is often difficult to confine sediments to the

designated disposal sites
- Bottom currents may resuspend and move

sediments
- placement of dredged material within the desig-

nated site is difficult. A major problem with

the disposal of dredged materials at Brenton

Reef in Rhode Island Sound was that the de-

signated dump site was changed four times

and spoils were dumped outside the designated

site. This greatly increased the impacts of

dumping upon commercial fisheries and caused

many people to conclude that the dredged materials

were migrating from the dum~ site.

- ocean dumping costs are variable but may be

up to $0.05 cu. yd./mile; special procedures

such as "sandwiching" further increase costs.

5. Deep Ocean Dumping(disposal site on the continental sl.ope)

.. Large volumes of dredged material can be accommodated.

. Dump sites are located away from prime coastal

fishing areas.
. The environmental impacts of deep ocean dumping are

not well understood but recent scientific evidence

indicates that they may be severe.
. Deep ocean dumping requires special barges and transportation

over distance and consequently is very expensive.

E. The time lag for approval of dredging projects is often lengthy and the

process may be confusing to the individuals concerned.

- Congressional approval of projects proposed for federal
funding generally takes a minimum of four years. The local
congressmen must present the proposal to Congress. The Corps
of Engineers then conducts a study and determines a benefit:
cost ratio.

- The permit procedure for non-federal projects involves several
agencies (see Figure 5-3). The review time required by the
different agencies often makes the permit process very lengthy.

- Maintenance dredging generally requires new permits from the

regulatory agencies.
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POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. Permits

1. The Council shall require a permit for all dredging

in tidal waters and the disposal of this material within the state.

2. All such applications shall be subject to all Council policies and

regulations pertaining to affected marine, intertidal and coastal

resources and the uses of those resources.

3. The Council will endeavor to facilitate the often lengthy state-

federal permitting procedure by:

a. making Council informational requirements for a permit applica-

tion parallel to those required by the U.S. Corps of Engineers~

B. Dredging

1. The Council shall require applicants for dredging permits to include

in their proposal:
a. d'rawings and information as specified by the U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers for dredging operations, these include

a vicinity map, a plan view, an elevation and/or section

view (Table 5•3)•

2. The Council shall require that the applicant demonstrate by a fair

preponderance of evidence that the proposal will not have

significant adverse environmental impacts on the area to be dredged.

Environmental impacts of concern include, but are not limited to:

a. changes in water circulation and sedimentation patterns;

b. loss of bottom communities, fishing grounds and spawning

and nursery areas~
c. indirect effects including those associated with

turbidity and changes in bottom substrate such as
- altered primary productivity
- the release of toxic substances, nutrient

injection, or high BOD from resuspended

sediments
d. secondary environmental and economic impacts; for example,

development of adjacent shorelands or increased boat

traffic

3. In considering these environmental impacts, the Council shall balance

the benefits that are expected to result from the project against

any environmental damages that may result. Where the Council.finds

a reasonable probability that significant damage to the marine environ-

ment will result~it shall require appropriate modifications to or shall

deny the application in question.

C. Dredged Material Disposal

1. Persons proposing to dispose of dredged material in state waters shall

be required to first obtain a Council permit.



TABLE 5-3

'~PPLIC.~TIOiJ FORbI FOR ,a U.S. .aR~'IY CORPS OF EivGINELRS FER~iIT TO UREDGG

DE2`1lVING REQliIFE;~(E\TS :~ND CHEC:~LIST

Genernl .
O Suhm~l nnc onFinaJ and two copics of

all ~iraw~n~ on 8- by IOUrinch paper.
$uhmit thc (ewest number of sheetc
nrcecsary to adequatciy 5how the
pmpoxd acti~it}. Urawings should be
in ac~oid.~n~c wilh Ihe general format
of [h~ enclosed sam~+le drawing~ and
must be of good reprvduc~ble GuaLt}.

O A 1-mch niarpr, should be left at U~e
to~ edgr of each sheei for binding
purposes.

O Drawings sl~ould not re(lect the
ayproval, non-ob~ection, or act~on of
other agencies.

O S~nce dnw~n~, must be reproduced
photugraphically, color shading cannot
be used Urew~n~ may show work as
dot sh~ding, hatching. cross-hatctung,
or similar graptuc symbols.

( ) Show ~istance betwcen yroposed
ac~~.ity and nav,gation channel where
applicable. ,

2. Vicinity htap
O Show loealivn of the activity site

inciuding latitude and longitude if
knowr~.

( ) Shnw ~~rrie of waterway.

O Show name of and ~isfance to local
loµ~n, community, or other iden4(ying
location.

O Identif~ map or chart from which
vicinity map waz taken, if applicab{e.

( ) Show grapivc scale.

( ) Show norh arTow.

3. Ptnn View
( ) tihow c'.iishn~ shurclincs

O Shuw chh anii (lc~od in ti~ial watcrs ~nJ
dirrcl~on of (low in nvcrs.

( 1 Sh~,u norlh arrow~.

~ ~ s1,~W x~~~n~~ ~~r.
O Show mcan high and low waterlines if

the propoud ~ctinty a in tidal ueac
on th: Atlantic ~nd C,ulf c.oasts and
the Grcat Iakes. For th~ Pacif~c
Coa~tal areas, show mean tu~her high
watcr and mwn {ower low water
Show vrdinuy high water line and
ordinary low waterfine i( proposed
activity is in a lake or stream

O Show principal dimension5 of strvcture
or work and extenl o( encroachmen~
beyond thc applicable high waterl~ne

t) t•ur dred~;~r~3. cxcatiations. ur liJl,.
show numbcr of cubic y ~~~i. [y pe of
matcrial, mrthoci c( handling. an~1
Iocatiun of (iU or spo~7 disE~~~al arca lf
spoil matenai ~s to he placcd in
a~+pmved durnping ground>, a separate
m~p Jiowing the lo~:ati~n o( the
dumptnR pl~und5 md~' h^ alta:hed
Ttie drawing must inci~c~t~ pre~osed
rctenUon Ic~ces, weirs, andiot other
dev;ce, for re~a~nu~g hpdrau~cly placed
malcnals

( ) Show ard idcnlify ;truciures (if anyl

in nangabic watcr~ ~~~med~ately
ad~acent to thc prop~~d actrvitp

incluc:ing perm~t ;,umbers if known.

O identify and shox' locahur~ o( a~}
struciures to sx conctructed cn ~CI oi
pi,e supponrd platfvrtns in na~~:~abl°

waters ]f nothir;g is te bc constrvcted

on fill or plattortn, state the uitended

us.e.

O Shua your property fines and identify
ad}acent prvperty owner~ (Un nartow~
waterw~ays thc propert> ownet on the
opposite stiorc must also be

idcnUficd.)

4. ~cvation and'ur Sri tion View~
O Sh~~w .ainc waler e{eyahun~ as fur pla~t

view

O sno,~ ~~~r ~r~ at w~tcrµarJ fa,c of

pro~osed worl: or if dreJ~nF as
propokJ. ~how dredging Krade

O 1( a('ill, (loat or pile supported

platform is propused, show dunrnaor=.
and ident~ry o( any structures t~ b~
erected therron

( ) 5how graphic scale.

S. Noles on Drawings,
O List names of adjacrnt pro~crty

owners Whose property also adjoi~ns
the waler if not shown in plan view.

( ) Stalc purpose (p~icaie use,
cnmmercial, ctc.l o( pr~~~,~x•d aclrvit~

O Stzte datum used in rlan end ~levatiun

views.
O If petroleum prvductc or othrr

hazardous matenal w~ill be siored cr
handled at thc proposed facility, so
indicatc.
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2. The Council encourages the use of innovative solutions.to the problem

of dredged material disposal.

3.. The Council favors ocean dumping as a means to dispose of large volumes

of dredged material providing that environmental impacts are minimized.

Applicants who propose to use ocean dumping as the means of dredged

material disposal must demonstrate by a fair preponderance of evidence

that:
a. su.itable measures are provided so that dredged material will only

be dumped within the confines of the designated site.

b. hydrographic conditions at the approved dump site are such

that the dredged material will remain within the dump site and

that resuspension of bottom sediments will not be significant.

c. the dump site is not located in an area designated by the Cauncil

as a prime fishing ground or critical habitat area.

4. The Council encourages the consideration of "sandwiching" of polluted

dredged material with clean material to minimize the release

of pollutants to the water column.

5. The Council shall consider deep ocean dumping off Rhode Island's shore

inconsistant with its plans and programs for coastal resources manage-

ment until such time as additional information on the environmental

impacts of such dumping is made available. At this time~this policy

shall be reevaluated.
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SECTION 5.4: C~MMERCE AND INDUSTRY

FINDINGS REGARDING GENERAL COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY:

A. Manufacturing has traditionally provided the employment base for the
southern New England economy. Over the last twenty years, however,
Rhode Island and the region as a whole has experienced a marked decline
in manufacturing growth (as indicated by employment). This decline
is likely to continue.

- Between 1960 and 1973 Rhode Island employment in manufacturing
grew by only 3.7~ while employment in the nonmanufacturing sector

grew by over 38%. Employ~ent trends by sector are indicated in
Figure 5-4.

- Energy costs and supply are particularly important constraints on

manufacturing growth in New England and in the short term there
appears to be relatively little the state can do to enhance its
competitiveness in this area.
. Energy costs vary on a regional basis throughout the natio~.

New England relies primarily on oil, most of which is imported.

Industries requiring large quantities of oil, gas, or elec-

tricity for production cannot operate competitively within
the framework of New England fuel and power costs.

. The impact of oil amd gas from outer continental shelf
(OCS) reserves on energy cost and availability remains
unclear and reserves, if exploited, will not enter the
regional market until the mid 1980's at the earliest.

- Economic development priorities should not consequently be
predicted on the availabulity of an abundant low cost fuel sou~ce.

B. The declining importance of the state`s major traditional industrial
sectors need not spell irreversible economic stagnation. It rather

indicates that we have entered a period of economic transition with both
the immediate dislocations and long term opportunities that implies.
The Council along with such sister agencies as the Department of
Economic Development and the Statewide Planning Program is concerned,
however, that in reacting to these dislocations we do not lose sight
of or needlessly foreclose opportunities. A major state priority
must, therefore, continue to be the identification and marketing of our
many commercial-industrial assets and the targeting of those growth
industries most likely to be attracted by Rhode Island's assets.

- Marketable assets inclu~e:
. a variety of develapment sites in serviced industrial

parks, industrially zoned urban areas, and excessed

federal lands;
. a technologically oriented and expanding service industry;

. an industrially skilled and productive labor force supplemented

by tailored state ~unded job training programs;
. an excellent (air, road, rail and water) transportation

network;
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. a market population larger than either Los Angeles or

Chicago;
. one of the lower tax structures in the region;

. liberal state guaranteed construction loans and subsidies;

. lower than the regional average housing costs;

. an attractive living environment with excellent educational,

care, and social service systems, extensive marine oriented

recreational opportunities, open space, and scenic beauty.

- Base~ on an assessment of the above assets and a recognition of

the region's high energy costs the Department of Economic Devel-

opme~t has identified a number of target industries (Table 5-4}

from among those demonstrating the greatest growth potential

natianally. Marketing and promotional efforts are being directed

towards these industries, although the Department recognizes

the ~eed to take advantage of all opportunities as they arise.

C. The nonmanufacturing sector of the state's eocnomy, especially sales and

services, is healthy and expandi~g (Figure 5`4). Continued expansion and

growing employment is likely and suggests that the state has entered

a period of economic transition.

- The Port of Providence is expanding in size and significance as

an import and distribution center.

- The state's commercial fishing industry is among the region's

most prosperous and productive and is likely to grow significantly

unde:r the stimulus of the 200 mile fisheries zone.

- Recreational boating and the sales, service, supply and related

activities it supports are expanding rapidly.

- Tourism is a major industry. Natural, scenic and historic

attractions such as the state's ocean beaches, the Bay Islands

and Newport's historical waterfront are drawing growing numbers

of out-of-state visitors.

- Sur~lus Navy lands have provided additional opportunities for

coastal reereational, commercial and industrial development.

D. Rhode Island has a variety of commercial-industrial sites and industrially

zoned land. However, much of this land is deficient in one or more

desirable services. The Council, nevertheless, finds that there is no

pressing need within the coastal region to accomodate industrial deve~op-

ment of environmentally sensitive areas or to accomodate further non-water

dependent commercial-industrial development on the state's waterfront.

Siting pol'ocies and priorities shall reflect this conclusion.

- Appiroximately six of the state's four hundred miles of shoreline

is presently in industrial use (Figure S-5)~ A total of 20 miles

is zoned for industrial uses (Figure 5-6).

- There are eight serviced' (transportation, utilities, water and

sew~rs) industrial parks in the coastal region with some 3000acres

of developable land (Figure 5-7). An additional 700 acres of



TABLE 5-4

TARGET INDUSTRIES

Industry

Biological Products

Medicinal Chemicals

Pharmaceutical Preparations

Small and Medium Turbines

Two-way Communications

Medical Electronics

Instruments for Measurement, Display and Control

of Process Variables

Instruments for Measuring and Testing of Electricity

and Electrical Signals

Laboratory, Scientific, and Research Instruments

Dental Equipment
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industrial parks are located elsewhere in the state, primarily

along the I-95 and I-295 corridors.

- In excess of 1,000 acres of coastal land has been or soon will

be opened to commercial-industrial leasing and development as a

result of the ongoing surplussing of former Navy holdings (Figure

5-7). The transfer of title of these lands to the state has

been delayed, pending completion of an Environmental Impact

Statement by the General Services Administration.

- Substantial amounts of the state's industrially zoned land area

is deficient in one or more desirable services.

. 25% has unfavorable soils or topography;

. 17% has no public water service;

. 60% is not sewered; and

. 67i has no rail service, although most industrially zoned

lands are serviced by adequate to superior road networks.

. Industrial parks are typically better serviced than

industrially zoned land.

- Physical and service related constraints on commercial-industrial

development must be reflected in siting decisions,

- The majority of growth industries targetted by the Department of

Economic Development for recruitment do not require a waterfront

site for transportation or production purposes.

FINDINGS REGARD9NG COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY RELATED TO OCS OIL AND GAS

EXPLORATION:

A. The advent of exploration and possible production of oil and gas on the

outer contimental shelf (OCS) of the North Atlantic offers substantial

economic opportunities to Rhode Island. However, the many uncertainties

involved in OCS oil and gas development make planning for onshore

facilities difficult.

- Rhode Island is approximately equidistant between 6eorges Bank

and the Baltimore Canyon, the two North Atlantic areas presently

proposed for exploration. Oil and/or gas finds in these areas

will influence the demand for onshore facilities in Rhode Island.

- The quantities of recoverable oil and gas in both locations remains
unknown; estimates range from .9 to 2.4 billion barrels of oil and

3•3 to 12.5 trillion cubic feet of gas for all of Georges Bank, and

.4 to 1.4 billion barrels of oil and 2.6 to 9.4 trillion cubic

feet of gas for the recently leased parts of the Baltimore Canyon.

- The quantity of oil and gas found influences not only the level

of onshore development but the types of facilities that will be

required and the sequence of events.
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B. Considerable planning for the siting of onshore commercial and industrial

fa,cilities related to OCS oil and gas development has already been

initiated.

- The Department of Economic Development has determined after exten-

give dialogue with the pe~roleum industry that of all available

industrial sites in Rhode Island, the excessed Navy property at

Quonset/Davisville is the most marketable for onshore oil and gas

support facilities.
. About 100 acres on the surplussed Navy holdings at DavisviVle

are already being utilized as service support bases to

support OCS oil and gas exploration efforts.
. Brown and Root, a petroleum related industry leader, has

entered into negotiations with the state to site a platform

fabrication yard in the Davisville pier area.
. About 30 petroleum related companies hold leases for small

pieces of property or office space on Quonset/Davisville.

C. Because of the petroleum industry's interest in Quonset/Davisville as a

staging area for OCS oil and gas exploration and production and the state's

belie~ that Quonset/Davisville redevelopment is an essential cornerstone

to economic recovery, an intensive planning effort has been undertaken

with funds provided by the federal Office of Coastal Zone Management. A

multi-agency Task Force (including representatives from the Council,

Governor's Office, Department of Transportation, Navy, Federal Aviation

Administration and the Town of North Kingstown) was created by the Rhode

Island Department of Economic Development. Three alternative development

scenarios were formulated for the site, based on the following criteria:

l. locate no OCS oil and gas related facilities on the property.

2. site appropriate OCS oel and gas related facilities that woul'd

be expected with a no find or medium find on Georges Bank.

(Even if no oil or gas is discovered there will be several years

of exploratory activity).
3. site appropriate OCS oil and gas related facilities that wou~d

be expected with a high find on Georges Bank.

For each scenario, socio-economic and environmental assessments are
being prepared.

- OCS related commercial and industrial facilties have been ana9yzed

to determine their siting requirements, economic costs and benefits,

and their potential environmental impacts.

- The physical suitability of Quonset/Davisville for these activities

and their appropriateness, in terms of ineeting state and local

economic development goals, has been examined.
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D. Quonset/Davisville is a suitable site for certain industrial and commercial

facilities related to the exploration and production of OCS oil and gas.

- OCS support facilities.prefer locating in the same vicinity. There-

fore, a good site must have sufficient land area.

. Quonset/Davisville has 781 acres of available land.

- A single planned OCS related commercial/industrial facility is

economically attractive to the petroleum industry and will facilitate

environmental monitoring and management.

- OCS support facilities require good transportation links.

. Quonset/Davisville has excellent road, rail, air, and sea

access.

- Since OCS support facilities are high risk ventures and have a

relatively short life span, facilities located in already developed

industrial parks would be expected to have the fewer socio-economic

impacts.
. Proposed uses of Quonset/Davisville are consistent with its

existing character; impacts on growth and/or development

patterns will therefore be minimal.

- Major environmental impacts associated with the development of

commercial and industrial facilities related to OCS oil and gas

development are related to both the amount of site preparation

required and the characteristics of their ongoing activities.

. Quonset/Davisville is already developed for commercial-

industrial uses. Few modifications or site improvements

would be required.
. Anticipated enviornmental impacts, therefore, relate primarily

to the operation of proposed facilities.
. Management policies should set forth clear operational and

safety standards and procedures to prevent environmental

damage.

- Onshore commercial and industrial facilities which could be

appropriately sited at Quonset/Davisville are:

l. Tempor.ary and permanent service bases

2. Col~ steel platform fabrication yard

3. Pipe lay down and coating yard
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These facilities were, therefore, included in the two Quonset/
Davisville development scenarios which accommodate appropriate
oil and gas related facilities.

. The siting requirements, major environmental
concerns, and job opportunities related
to these facilities are summarized in Table
5~5•

- Although pipe coating yards are usually located on
waterfront sites, only water access and not a water-
front location is required. A more inland location
for a pipe lay down and coating yard would minimize
its environmental impacts and allow for more
efficient use of waterfront property.

- The primary OCS oil and gas support facilities listed
above require, services from a variety of ancillary
industries.
. For example, service bases require diverse services

ranging from laundries to food services
to ship repair yards. Already operating
Rhode Island businesses will often be able
to expand to meet these needs.

- On the basis of studies undertaken by the Department
of Economic Development~Quonset/Davisville does not
appear to be a suitable site for major energy facilities
such as a gas processing plant, petroleum terminal,
and/or oil refinery. These facilities are, therefore,
deemed of low priority.



Tabte 5-5

CUF9MERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL C'ACILI'1'IES REI,ATEll TO THF: EXPLORATION ANU

PRODUCTION OF' OCS OIL AND GAS

nFF~~,~...,, n; i c~,~-,.,.,,~.t F~a~nc Plaffnrru F~hricat inn Yard Pioe CoatinE and Lavdo.rn Yard

DESCRIPTION Stores ~ transports mater.ials to ~ Constructs steel platforins ~ jac- Stores, cleans, coats, wraps, weighs, cures

From oFfshore Eacilities kets (platform legs) which are 6 tests steel pipe for use in gas or oil

barged to sites offshore pipelines
Most oi site is used for pipe storage

STAR'P-UF YEAR Ternporary Bases: just before Year 6 Year 7

expl.ox~ation begir~s

Permanent Base: year 2%~

f..IFE S['AF1 'Pemporary Base: S years About 30 years: 10 for C;eoc~~es Al>out 26 years: 6 years for Georges A~~nk,

Perrnanent Base: about 30 years, 13anF:, 20 for otl~er areas 20 for other ar~eas

until pc~oduction ceases

SITE REQUIREPIENTS
Land Area 500 acr~es identified for servicing 100 acres 30 - 100 acres

higl~-find on Georges Bank Scenarios for Quonset/Davisville alloi•r

Scenarios prepar~ed For Quonset/ 30+ acres

Davisville allocate 195 - 205

acres for service bases.

Mat~gin~l. Wiiart 6~i00 - 1~~,000 linear feet required 200 feet per jacket Access to waterfront For shipping pipe ~

for servicing Georges Bank receiving supplies

Scenarios prepared for Quonset/
Uavisville allocate ►1,000 - 5,200
linear ~eet of new pier spa~~~ in

addition to the existing 3,600

feet at tl~e Davisville piers

EPJV I R~Ilt91;1J'I'A L
COIJCLRtJJ
Air Qu~lity Ernissions From servi.ce vessels, Emissions froin cranes, trucks, Emissions from boilers, ovens, craues ~

cranes, Cruchs machinery trucks

Cmissions from fuel storage ~ Emissions from organic solvent Solvent fumes

transfei~ based paint White Fumes COflt'dllllllg oil ~ toxi.c gases

Dust frorn mud ~ chemical storage ~ Sand blasting Strong odor

transfer Dust from hydi~ated lime, iron ore, other

coatin~ materials

"Year 1 is the year of the lease sale. ,



Table 5-5 (~~n't)

Offshore O11 Sunoort Bases Platfc~rm Fahricat-inn Yar~i Pina ('nati„o ~.,,~ r~..,~....,, v~...a

ENVIRONPIC~J`fAL
COt~CERtlS

Water Quality Accidental ~ chronic fuel spills Cooling ~ process water from steel Run-off containing hydrated lime (high pH),
Accidental spills of mud ~ rollin~, shot balsting ~ welding t~ydrocarbons, steel shot, heavy metals
chemic~ls Run-off may include heavy metals, Cooling ~ process water contaminated with
Run-off from stor~~ge ~ work areas par~ticulates, petroleum products hydrocarbons, lime, metals

~ process chemicals

Land;cape/ Installation of additional piers, Possible bulhheading, dredging General construction impacts
St~orel.ine wharf ~ bulkheading flighly visible struct~res Visual iinpact

General construetian impacts General construction imPacts

Other (noise, Handling of contaminated solid Outdoor noise (~6 - 116 dB) 24 Noise from shot b.l~sting, boi]ers &
solid waste) waste from offshore rigs hours per day compressors

(250,000 - 500,000 lbs per day
during peak activity in proposed
Quonset/Davisville scenarios)

JOH OPPORTUfJITIES About 700 person~ (50 - 60 ~~ercent 1,500 - 2,000 workers (moslly Seasonal, largely resident, employment of
local) during peak activity at lucal) during ~eak level oE opei•- 120 persons during peak operation of -i
the facility proposed for ation oF a Eacility at Quonset/ 100 acre facility at Quonset/Davisville
Quonset/Davisville Davisville

~~Year 1 is year oF the lease sale
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POLICIES AND REGULATIONS

A. The highest priority use of commercial and/or industrially zoned lands

in the Rhode Island coastal region shall be low energy consuming, high

technology commerce and industry (firms spending a large part of revenues

on research and development;employ scientific and engineering skills

as well as skilled and semi-skilled labor; and products are high value

relative to bulk), Desirable industrial targets presently experiencing

growth in New England and likely to locate in Rhode Island are identified

in Table 5-4. The Council endorses Department of Economic Development

efforts to attract such commerce and industry to the state. It finds

that it can best support those efforts by:
1. Preserving and enhancing the environmental, scenic and recrea-

tional qualities of the coastal region. These qualities are

among the state's most important economic assets, and policies

for their preservation and enhancement are consequently an integral

element of the Coastal Resources Management Program.

2. Setting forth specific criteria and policies for commercial and

industrial siting in the coas.tal region (see C below) such that

~ state and municipal officials, potential applicants, and other

interested parties have a clear idea of the bases upon which

Council permitting actions will be taken.
3: Urging the expeditious,completion of the 6eneral Services Adminis-

tration's Enviornmental Impact Statement so that transfer of

excessed Navy lands to the state can occur.

B. Based on presently available information, the Council finds that a plat-
form fabrication yard, a pipe coating and laydown yard, and OCS support
service bases could be accommodated at Quonset/Davisville within a frame-

work of balanced and environmentally sound development. Therefore, a

high priority use of the surplus Navy. holdings at Davisville shall be

commerce and industry related to and/or supportive of OCS oil and gas

exploration. Such exploration is necessary to clarify the extent of

offshore reserves and to assess the potential impact of their development
on the state's environment and economy. The Council further finds that

the long term development options for Davisville should be kept open in

view of its potential for accommodating facilities related to OCS oil
and gas exploration and development.

C. Applicants for a Council per~it for any sewage treatment or disposal action-~
related to the siting of a commercial or industrial facility in the coastal
region shall be called upon to demonstrate by a fair preponderance of

evidence that the proposed facility will not:

1. Conflict with adopted plans or policies relative to the coastal

region, its resources, or uses of those resources as these plans
and policies are reflected in the Coastal Resources Management

Program;

•• Defined as including, but not limited to the alteration, construction or
extension of sewage facilities or systems, conduits and/or interceptors.
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2. Make any area unsuitable for any use or activity to which it is
allocated by such a plan or policy; or

3. Significantly damage the coastal environment.

Applicants shall further be called upon to demonstrate that:
1. All applicable local zoning ordinances, building codes, municipal

master plans, and all state and/or federal safety, fire code, and
environmental requirements have bee.n met;

2. Public water service and sewage disposal and treatment facilities
are available where onsite water withdrawal and/or sewage disposal
unacceptable for environmental or public health reasons;

3. Adequate transportation links a~nd utility service to support
proposed operations and related activities are available;

4. Appropriate steps will be taken to minimize visual impacts on
surrounding areas.

In evaluating evidence placed before it, the following shall be primary
Council considerations for the approval of shorefront commercial and
industrial facilities.

l. Need for access to navigable waters for purposes of transportation
or transfer of materials or products (See Section 5.2);

2. Need for access to coastal waters for purposes of industrial
cooling or processing.

D. Because of their potential to significantly impact the coastal environ-
ment through vessel movements, sewage and solid waste disposal and the
handling of large quantities of fuel and other potential.ly hazardous
materials, the Council shall require applicants for OCS service base
construction to submit a detailed facilities plan with the following
elemcnts:

l. A land utilization plan wfhich promotes efficient'use of shorefront
facilities.

2. A spill prevention and clean up plan for all hazardous materials
handled .or stored on the site including provisions for routine
and emergency containment, monitoring, and fire fighting. (See
also Sections 6.3 and 6.4).

3. A waste disposal plan for all contaminated materials, both liquid
and solid, to be handled by the proposed facility whether produced
on site or by serviced drilling rigs.
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SECTION 5.5~ TRANSPORTATION AND TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES

FINDINGS:

A. Rhode Island's transportation network is an essential element of the state's

economic and social structure. The type and location of transportation

facilities has had a profound impact on population distribution and develop-

ment patterns since colonial times.

- The state's excellent natural harbors were responsible for the

early growth of the cities of Providence and Newport as trading,

cultural, and political centers.

- Development of the surburban residential patterns that presently

characterize much of the coastal region was facilitated by major

expansions and improvements to the state's highway system in the

years following World War II.

B. The state's roads have become its single most important transportation

resource. (Figure 5-8) Movements of people by automobile and goods by

truck has largely replaced rail, bus and marine transport. Road siting

and construction, however, have demonstrated significant potential to pro-

foundly affect the social and natural environment of the coastal region.

- H~ghways have bisected established neighborhoods and encouraged

industrial-commercial and residential dispersion and sprawl

into rural and previously unserviced areas. In the process

historic and archaelogical sites and established commercial

and residential areas have often been disturbed or displaced.

- Sprawling development patterns and ready access to automobiles

have increased fuel consumption to the point where more than

25% of the state's annual total energy consumption is transportation

related.

- Superior road networks are essential to assuring widespread

public access to the shore and the state's coastal recreation

areas and bathing beaches. Improperly sited coastal roadsand

limited access highways in particular can, however, severety

restrict access opportunities by isolating recreationally

attractive areas.

- Highway construction can cause numerous adverse impacts to the
coastal environment including:
. Disruption or removal of soils, bedrock, vegetation, wet-

land areas and wildlife habitat;
. Alteration of topography;
. Alteration of drainage patterns, increased and the

introduction of pollutants to runoff water;
. Increases in noise, dust, and air pollutant emissions.
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C. The Council is particularly concerned about the siting and construction
of bridges and causeways associated with new highway construction or
highway upgrading. Construction and siting of these facilities can
have direct and significant impacts on the marine and coastal environ-
ments.

- The most probable environmental impacts include:
. Changes in the water body's tidal prism, current velocities

and salinity;
. Alteration of sediment distribution;
. Introduction of runoff contaminated with hydrocarbons and

deicing compounds into coastal waters;
. Interference with movement of fish and other marine organisms

(causeways~ ,

- Social impacts may include:
. Changes in community orientation, development and shopping

patterns;
. Impacts on the aesthetic quality (positive and negative) of

the coastal regior,.

D. The state's Land Use Policies and Plan prepared by the Statewide Planning
Program identifies four major transportation goals for 1990.

- Complete the radial and circumferential highway networks surrounding
Providence, but otherwise slow the rate of new highway construction.

- Improve existing state roads.

- Su~bstantially expand mass transit systems utilizing buses and
commuter trains.

- Upgrade airport facilities.

E. The Council finds that the upgrading of mass transit systems is a
socially and environmentally laudible objective and that it can be
largely accommodated without major new commitments of coastal land.

- Buses and new bus routes will for the most part utilize existing
roads.

- Commuter trains will utilize existing rail beds and rights-of-
way.

F. There are no plans to build facilities in addition to the six existing
state airports. Improvement of these facilities focuses on upgrading
of existing runways and installation of safety equipment.

G. Marine transport of goods and people remains an important activity in the
coastal region.
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- The Council has expressed particular concern for the state's ports

(5.2),dredging and dredged material disposal (5.3),and the shipping

of petroleum products by adopting specific findings and policies.

- Several island communities are highly dependent on commercial

ferry service to link them to the mainland, particularly New

Shoreham (Block Island), Prudence Island,and Hog Island.

- The Bay Islands Park is dependent on ferry service to link its

various island holdings together in an integrated recreational

system. '

H. In evaluating the various transportation modes common to the coastal

region and long range statewide transportation plans, the Council

concludes that the most pressing transportation related issue in Rhode

Island's coastal region is the siting and construction of major new

highways such as proposed I-395 running west to east across Narragansett

Bay.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. The Council recognizes the importance and necessity of improved transportation

facilities to service the Rhode Island coastal region. Upgrading such

facilities, especially those which contribute to improvement of mass tran-

sit systems shall be a high priority use of the coastal region.

B. The Council shall support and cooperate with the Statewide Planning Program,
the Department of Transportation and appropriate municipal agencies in the

development and implementation of transportation plans subject to (E)
below.

C. Upgrading of transportation facilities, particularly expansion of existing
major highways,must be carefully planned if social benefits are to be max-

imized at minimal social and environmental cost.

D. The Council finds that the preparation of environmental impact statements

as is presently required for all major transportation facility and high-
way construction and/or improvement projects provides the best means of

obtaining and evaluating data necessary to weigh the social and environmental

cost: benefit ratio of such projects.

E. The Council shall cooperate with agencies preparing such statements in

identifying and ensuring consideration of coastal issues and impacts.

It shall review all such statements upon completion to ensure consistency
of the proposed actions with applicable provisions of the Coastal Resources

Management Program. In undertaking such reviews Council concerns shall

include, but may not be limited to:
l. Impacts on public access to and recreational enjoyment of public

parks and beaches;
2. Impacts on the natural environment and habitat quality of con-

servation and wildlife management areas;
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3. Vmpacts on scenic, sensitive, productive and/or unique
coastal natural features and areas such as wetlands, beaches,
cliffs and bluffs.

4. Impacts on areas, buildings or sites of historical, cultural
and/or archeological significance;

5. Impacts on broad development patterns; particularly as this
relates to stimulating development of rural, unserviced
and/or open space lands or lands with development con-
straints;

6. The need for coastal or near coastal sites or corridors
especially where such a site or corridor would interfere
with public access to the shore.

F. The Council shall require any agency or body of government proposing to
construct a causeway or bridge through or over the tidal waters of the
State of Rhode Island to first obtain a Council permit.

Applicants for such a permit shall be required to demonstrate by a fair
preponderance of evidence that the proposed action will not:

1. Conflict with any applicable provision, policy or regulation
contained in the Coastal Resources Management Program.

2. Make any area unsuitable for any uses or activities to which it
is allocated by said provisions, policies or regulations.

3• Significantly damage the environment of the coastal region, its
tidal waters, coastal physiographical features, wetlands and areas

di,rectly associated with, contiguous to,and necessary to preserve
their integrity.

In evaluating such evidence Council concerns shall include, but are not
limited to:

1. The various considerations listed under (E), above.
2, Impacts in water circulation and sedimentation processes.
3. Impacts on bottom communities, fishing grounds, shellfish beds,

marine spawning and nursery grounds.
4. Impacts on water quality including turbidity, release of toxins,

nutrients, and other such substances either as a result of con-
struction or runoff.

S. Resthetic impacts on the visual qualities of the coastal region.
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SECTION 6.1: ENERGY FACILITIES

6.1.1 Planning for Energy Facilities

FINDINGS:

A. Passage of the 1976 energy facility planning amendments (Section 305(b) (8))

to the Federal Coastal Zone Management Act and subsequent promulgation of

regulations (Federal Register, Vol. 42, No. 83) under this section has

placed substantial additional energy related planning burdens on states

such as Rhode Island which are in the process of developing coastal

management programs. More specifically, NOAA regulations now require the

state to:

- Identify energy facilities which are likely to locate in or

which may affect.the coastal region;

- Develop a procedure for assessing the suitability of sites for

such facilities;

- Develop policies and techniques for managing energy facilities

and their impacts;

- Develop cooPerative and coordinating arrangements between the

Council and other agencies involved in energy facility planning

and siting;

- Identify legal techniques to be used in managing energy facility

siting and related impacts.

B. In order to implement NOAA requirements to identify energy facilities likely

to be located in or affect the coastal region (920.18(a)(1)) the Council

finds a need to independently assess existing demand projections for

electric power consumption.

- It is on the basis of such projections that power plants which

may be located in or affect Rhode Island's coastal region will be

proposed.

- Historic patterns of growth in electric power consumption upon which

existing facility development plans are predicated have declined

dramatically in recent years (see Table 6-1).

- The Co~yncil does not find that this decline has been adequately

reflected in existing demand assessments.

- The reasons for this decline rer~ain unclear and until such reasons

a~-e better understood it will not be possible to project with con-

fidence either future demand trends or related plant construction

requirements.
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RHODE ISLAND ELECTRICITY CONSUMPTION

TABLE 6-1

Consumption Annual Rate of
(Trillons of Growth

BTU's) (Per Cent)

(34t3 BTU's per kwh)

ig71 14.3 7.5

1972 15.3 6.9

1973 ~6.4 ' 7.1

1974 15.5 -5.4

1975 15.1 -2.5

Sources: Electric Council, STATISTICAL BULIETIN, 1g74. Annual
reports submitted to Public Utilities Commission by each
company.
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C. In enacting these new planning requirements the Congress expressly

recognized and provided for the additional burdens, both temporal

and financial, they placed on the states.

- Planning monies were made available for the specific purpose

of undertaking energy facility planning efforts.

- The deadline for completing energy related planning and program

development efforts under the Federal Coastal Zone Management

Act was extended to September 3~, 197$•

PLANNING POLICIES:

A. In order to effectively implement the various energy f.acility planning

requirements ( 920.18) of NOAA regulations promulgated on April 29, 1977,

the Council shall undertake the following studies to be completed by

September 30, 1978:

1. An assessment of OCS oil and gas related facility siting

including onshore support services, fuel transfer, storage

and processing facilities, if any,

2. An assessment of "native" energy sources including coal, wood,

wind, water, solar, solid waste, geothermal and energy con-
servation.

3. An evaluation of the regional context of energy production and

distribution as it affects ~nstate production and facility

development requirements.

4. An evaluation of long term petroleum related transportation and

storage requirements and opportunities.

5. An assessment of long term~electrical power requirements and

optional generating technologies with particular attention to
such demand variables as changing life styles, income, rate
structures and end uses; such technical considerations as
base, intermediate, peak and reserve generating requirements; and
such social considerations as the relative consequences of supply

deficienci.es and surpluses.

6. An assessment of optional "mixes" of energy sources including OCS

oil and gas, native sources and electrical generating techniques
including total energy systems and cogeneration with particular
emphasis on the flexibility, reliability and environmental impacts

of such sources and techniques.

7. Development of detailed data on the siting requirements and
related siting and/or operational impacts of specific facility
types,
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8. Development of additional and/or refinement of existing Council

Policies and Regulations relating to facility siting and opera-

tion pursuant to plan and program development responsibilities

set forth under Title 46, Chapter 23, Section 6 of the 6eneral

Laws.

9. Development of specifuc coordinating and cooperative arrangements

between the Council as the state's principal fact finder for

nuclear power plant and oil refinery siting and the General

Assembly as the final permitting body for such siting decisions.

10. Development of additional
cooperative planning and
of government.

6.1.2 Sitinq of Enerqy Facilities

FINDINGS~

arrangements to ensure consistent and
regulation by other units and levels

A. Facilities for the processing, transfer and storage of petroleum

products and the production of electrical power provide services

necessary to support and maintain the public welfare and the state's

economy.

B. Such facilities, whether sited in the coastal region or elsewhere, ~ave

a high probability of effecting coastal resources and land uses

because of their large size, environmental and aesthetic impacts,

and impacts on surrounding l~nd uses and broad development

patterns.

C. In order, therefore, to properly and effectively discharge legislatively

delegated responsibilities related to the location, construction, altera-

tion and/or operation of sucM facilities, the Council finds a need to
require in all instances a permit for such location, construction, altera-

tion and/or operation within the State of Rhode Island
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POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. The siting, construction, alteration and/or operation of the following

broad categories of energy facilities within the State of Rhode Island

shall without exception require a Council permit:

1. Petroleum processing, transfer or storage

2. Power generating

B. Applicants for such a permit shall be required to demonstrate by probative

evidence that the proposed action is in compliance with all applicable

Council Policies and Regulations as set forth in the Rhode Island Coastal

Resources Management Program,

C. Applicants shall be further required to demonstrate that:

l. There is a need for the proposed facility;

2. Alternative sites have been considered and rejected for environ-

mental, economic and/or operational reasons;

3, Impacts on public service requirements and in-state employment

opportunities have been identified and considered;

4, Construction and/or operation will be in conformance with all

applicable environmental standards, guidelines and objectives;

5. Siting will not cause secondary developments that are inconsis-

tent with the State Guide Plan or approved municipal master plans;

6. Operation will not degrade aquifers or waterbodies utilized

for public water supply;

7. Adequate procedures for the safe transport and/or disposal of

products, materials and/or wastes hazardous to man or the coastal

environment will be taken, including emergency containment and

cleanup.

D. Where on the basis of such evidence and/or demonstrations the Council finds

a reasonable probability of noncompliance with any applicable Policy or

Regulation, including C, above, it shall require appropriate modification

of or shall deny the application in question.

E. Recipients of approved Council permits shall be required to maintain such

records as may be necessary to monitor and ensure compliance of facility

operations with all applicable Management Policies as set forth above.
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SECTION 6.2: ELECTRIC POWER PRODUCTION

F~NDINGS:

A. The production of electrical energy whether by combustion of fossil fuels
(oil, gas, and coal) or nuclear fission involves a host of impacts on the
coastal region, its resources, and uses of those resources.

- Impacts are of six princi,pal types:

. Land use

. Water quality

. Air quality

. Waste disposal related

. Human health and safety

. Socio-economic

- Impacts are caused by both construction and operation of generating

plants.

- Impacts are extremely variable and dependent on a number of factors

unique to specific sites and facility designs. General observations

must consequently be weighed with this in mind.

B. Siting of power generating plants has major impacts on coastal land use and

development patterns.

- Power plants occupy large sites - up to 110 acres for a 1,000 MW oil
fired plant and 350 acres for a nuclear plant.

- With their large buildings and tall stacks, power plants are major

visual intrusions.

- Transmission rights-of-way may preempt other uses of lands located

considerable distances from the plant itself.

- Exclusion and safety zones around nuclear power plants place con-

straints on surrounding uses and development patterns.

- Power plants require land with prime industrial development charac-

teristics and preclude other industrial uses of such lands.

C. Siting of power plants is influenced by the availability of water for

transportation and processing purposes, although neither fossil fuel nor

nuclear facilities require a waterfront location. Construction and vpera-

tion may have wide ranging impacts on water resources and marine life.

- Construction related im~act.s on nearby waters are comparable

although frequently of ~onsiderably longer duration than those

for any major industrial facility. These may include increased

runoff and siltation, dredging or filling and runoff of hydrocarbon

contaminated liquid wastes.
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- Construction of once-through cooling systems may have significant
impacts on adjacent waterbodies since extensive dredging may be
req u i red .

- Water consumption and related impacts during plant operation vary
considerably with plant design, especially the design of the cooling
system which accounts for most of the water used.

- Cooling and process water taken inand then released to the environ-
ment can have several impacts.

. Heated discharges affect critical biological functions of
marine organisms.

. Chemical antifouling agents are used to prevent corrosion
and marine growth in water systems; their cumulative impacts
are unknown. ~

. Nuclear power stations release radioactive substances such as
tritium and ruthenium.

. Fish may be trapped against water system intake screens
and killed. Larvae and plankton are drawn through the entire
system where most are killed by pressure changes, abrasion,
or temperature shock.

D. Plant construction and operation result in gaseous and particulate emissions
which may affect air quality across a wide area.

- Construction related impacts are comparable to those associated with
any large scale construction project. The considerable length of
the construction period extends these impacts over a long time
frame.

- Fossil fuel plant emissions include such pollutants as sulphur di-
oxide,fly ash, nitrogen oxides, volatile hydrocarbons, and carbon
monoxide.

- Nuclear plant emissions are principally radioactive gases: krypton,
iodine, and xenon. .

E. Operation of fossil fuel powered plants, especially coal.fired, generates
large quantities of solid waste material. Its disposal may have major
impacts on the coastal environment.

- Eighty to ninety-nine percent of the fly ash produced by fossil
fuel combustion is removed by stack "s~rubbers" which produce a
semi-liquid slurry or sludge. Up to 100,000 tons of this material
may be produced annually by a 1,000 MW coal fired plant.

F. Generation of electrical power by nuclear fission produces considerably
smaller but more toxic amounts of solid waste. Disposal of these highly
radioactive wastes in an environmentally acceptable manner presents a
number of very serious problems which remain to be resolved. In the
absence of such resolution, the production of radioactive wastes repre-
sents a major long term environmental and human health hazard.
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- Because nuclear wastes remain radioactive for long periods (most
wastes have half-lifes of between 1 and 380,000 years) their safe
disposal poses numerous problems. The technology for isolating
the~ from the environment for such periods has not yet been
developed.

- Radioactive wastes are shipped from the generating plant to
temporary storage sites by unescorted trucks over public roads.
Although protected by shielded casks designed to prevent their
release in case of accident, the possibility of such release
remains.

G. The production of electricity by either fossil fuel or nuclear fired
plants pose threats to human health and safety. While these can be reduced
by use of best available technology and careful management, they cannot
be totally removed, and energy production will continue to involve some
degree of public risk. Electrical power plants should, therefore, only be
built on the basis of a real and demonstrated need for their generating
output.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. Information available to the Council at this time, in particular demand
projections and forecasts do not provide adequate information for the
Council to responsibly and properly evaluate proposals for the siting,
construction and operation of electric generating facilities in the
state's coastal region (see Section 6.1.1).

B. In discharging its responsibilities as the General Assembly's principal
fact finder for nuclear power plant siting in or affecting the coastal
region and its resources, and in further discharging its permitting
authorities regarding fossil fuel fired generating plants, the Council
shall not therefore process applications to construct electrical power
generating facilities in or affecting the coastal region until such tiroe
as the above referenced evaluations and studies are completed. In no
case shall this period extend beyond September 30, 1978.

C. The Council's position on power plant siting pending completion of ongoing
energy facility planning studies shall not be construed as indicating
a prejudice or bias as to the conclusions of such studies.
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SECTION 6.3: TRANSFER OF PE7ROLEUM PRODUCTS

DEFINITIONS:

A. Transfer: includes transportation by vessel, pipeline or any other means;

offloading and onloading between vessels, offloading from vessels to shore

facilities; offloading from shore facilities to trucks, trains, or any

other vehicle.

B. Petroleum products: includes crude or refined oils, kerosene, gasoline,

natural gas or liquified natural gas (LNG), liquified petroleum gas (LPG),

synthetic natural gas (methane or SNG) or other such petroleum derivatives.

6.3•1 Transportation by Vessel

FINDINGS:

A. The Port of Providence is the major petroleum products distribution center

for southern New England.

- 7.2 million tons of refined oil, kerosene and gasoline with an
estimated value of $651 million were imported in.1975•

- Petroleum related vessel movements (including both tankers and

barges) in and out of Narragansett Bay accounted for some 1,000
vessel movements in 1975•

B. Accidental groundings, collisions and resultant spills have not caused

major environmental damages in Rhode Island. The recent Argo Merchant spill

has demonstrated, however, that oil spill clean-up technology is not
presently capable of controlling major spills in weather conditions that

are common offshore. The technology does, however, permit the control

and clean-up of spills in sheltered waters under most conditions. The
environmental impacts of spills can be significant an~ are of great con-
cern.

- The Council finds that growing traffic in petroleum products
poses an increased risk of spills and resultant environmental
damage.

- Traffic in liquified hydrocarbons also poses risks to life and
property because of their highly flammable nature.

C. Regulation of marine commerce in navigable waters is the responsibility
of the U.S. Coast Guard. The Coast Guard is also responsible for develop-
ing and enforcing vessel design standards and operational rules, and for
enforcing federal laws regarding discharge of oily wastes, prevention,
clean-up and mitigation of accidental spills of petroleum products. The
Council has taken the following actions in cooperation with the Coast
Guard.

- In April, 1977 the Council contracted with the University of
Rhode Island to implement a program for "fingerprinting" all
petroleum shipments bound for or originating from Rhode (sland ports.
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. Chemical analysis of stored samples taken from all vesseis
landing in the state allows for speedy identification
of the source of any oil spill in state waters.
The violator is responsible, under existing state and
federal law, for damages resulting from a spill.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. It shall be the adopted policy of the Council to support the Coast Guard
in the following actions:

l. Implementation of an oil spill contingency plan for southern
New England in cooperation with appropriate bodies in other
states;

2. Reevaluation and upgrading of vessel design standards expecially

as these relate to the prevention and/or mitigation of accidental

spills of petroleum products;

3. Reevaluation and upgrading of operational rules relating to
transport of petroleum products in nearshore waters and coastal
embayments;

4. Formulation of standards for crew training and qualification of

all vessels including barges utilized in the transport of
petroleum products.

6.3•2 Transfer via Pipeline

FINDINGS:

A. According to the Environmental Impact Statement prepared by the Bureau of

Land Management on Georges Bank oil and gas lease sales, Rhode ~sland's

ocean shoreline or that of nearby Massachusetts provide the most likely

landfalls for an OCS gas pipeline.

- Construction of a gas pipeline would begin at the very earliest

seven years after the first lease sale and would be completed between

five and seven years later.

- It appears unlikely that oil will be transported from OCS wells

to shore through a pipeline and even less likely that OCS oil will

be landed by tanker in southern New England. Crude oil, if it

exists in exploitable quantities, will most pro~ably be transported

outside the region for processing.

- There is consequently adequate time to further evaluate issues

relative to OCS pipeline construction, routing and landfalls prior

to adopting final Council policy and regulations.

6. Pipeline corridor routing and construction in nearshore waters and along

the immediate shorefront involve a number of environmental issues and

may further conflict with other uses of coastal waters and resources.
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- Much data must be assembled on the physical processes that take

place on the ocean floor especially in shallow nearshore waters

where bottom processes appear to be most active to ensure that a

pipeline will withstand erosion, will be adequately supported and

will not cause undesirable changes to the character of the bottom.

- Pipelines are of great concern to commercial fishermen since exposed

pipe and valves can be snagged by towed fishing gear such as otter

trawls and shellfish dredges. Pipelines may preempt the use of a

corridor by fishermen. It is essential that fishermen play an

active role in selecting the route for a pipeline and manner in

which it will be engineered.

- Pipelines may also have impacts upon navigation since anchors can

snag the line and on-surface booster stations (if needed) may be

an obstruction to navigation.

- The construction of a pipeline will cause short term impacts on

the living environment. Route selection, construction timing and

methods will require careful assessment to ensure minimal impacts.

- A marine pipeline landfall requires a right-of-way approximately

100 feet in width. A gently sloping shoretine is preferred, but

not necessary. The pipeline must be buried to a sufficient depth

to avoid seasonal changes in the nearshore seafloor. Careful

planning and engineering will be required to ensure that any

impacts on the shoreline will be temporary and/or sufficiently

small to be acceptable.

- The construction of a pipeline landfall involves intensive short-

term activity. Proper advanced planning, involving wide participa-

t~on, will help to minimize environmental and social impacts.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. The siting and construction of any pipeline in or across the land and/or

tidal water bodies of the Rhode Island coastal region shall require a

Council permit.

B. Applicants for such a permit shall demonstrate by a fair preponderance

of evidence that the proposed action will not significantly damage the

coastal environment.

C. In evaluating such evidence, Council concerns shall include, in addition

to those general permit requirements and considerations set forth under

Section 6.1.2, the following:

1. Scheduling and duration of construction relative to recreational,

wildlife, and fisheries use of affected areas;

2. The degree and nature, if any, of site reclamation proposed;

3. Exposure of the proposed pipelines to hazardous bottom conditions;

4. Impacts on public services and in-state employment.
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6.3.3 Vessel to Vessel Transfer

~FFINITI~NS~

A. Council: "Council" shall mean the Coastal Resources Management Council.

B. Council Representative: "Council Representative" shall mean a person

appointed or employed as the Council's representative or agent.

C. Discharge: "Discharge" shall mean any spilling, leaking, pumping,
pouring, emitting, emptying or dumping either directly or indirectly
to the waters of the State of Rhode Island.

D. Oil: "Oil" means oil of any kind and in any form including, but not
limited to petroleum, fuel, oil refuse, oil mixed with other wastes,
crude oils and all other liquid hydro-carbons regardless of specific

gravity.

E. Operate or Operator: "Operate or Operator" shall mean any person owning

or operating an oil carrying tanker vessel with a capacity of more than

5,000 gallons whether by lease, contract or any other form of agreement.

F. Person: "Person" shall mean individual, partnership, joint venture, c~r- I

poration or any group of the foregoing organized or united for a business ~

purpose. ;

G. Transfer: "Transfer" shall include both on-loading and off-loading

between vessels.

H. Vessel: "Wessel" includes every description of watercraft or other

contrivance used or capable of being used as a means of transportation on

water, whether self-propelled or otherwise and shall include barges and

tugs.

FINDI~JGS:

A. The transfer of petroleum and petroleum products poses a potentially

severe threat to the state's coastal resources,

- Accidental spills of pet~'oleum products may adversely impact the

marine and coastal environments, may endanger public health and '

safety and may damage ot~er necessary and legitimate uses of the

coastal region. ~

B. Minimum require►nents and Procedur~~s to be foliowed during trar~~fer ofi 1

petroleum products from vessel to vessel must be set forth in order to ;

insure that such transfers are carried out in a manner consistent with ~

the Council's obligation to preserve and protect coastal resources.

C. Effective implementation of transfer regulations requires an ability to

readily identify the source of any spilled petroleum.

- Technology exists to make such identifications through infrared

spectroscopy ("fingerprinting").



-233-

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. Transfer operations for petroleum and petroleum products:

l. Pre-transfer Conference: No person shall commence or cause to
be commenced or consent to the commencement of bulk oil trans-
fer operations unless the following items have been reviewed,
agreed upon and complied With by personnel of the vessels
involved.

a. A licensed officer or a licensed tankerman who has full
knowledge of the vessel's tanks and cargo handling sys-
tem shall be in charge of cargo handling for each
vessel receiving or discharging oil at all times.

b. A sufficient number of adequately trained men shall be
assigned to be constantly on duty on the vessels during
cargo transfer operations to keep the transfer opera-
tion under constant observation to insure immediate
action in case of a malfunction.

c. Cargo sequence for loading or discharging products and
the proper baseline for each product has been established.

d. The handling rate at which ail will be transferred has
been established. (Reduced rates are required when
commencing transfer, changing the lineup, topping off

tanks or nearing completion of transfer). The amount
of time to be given when the off-loading vessel desires
to start, stop, or change the rate of flow has been
determined.

e. A positive communication and signal system shall be oper-
able during all transfer operations.

f. The emergency procedures to be followed in order to
stop and contain any discharge shall have been established.

g. Personnel responsible for transfer shall be clearly '
identifiable at all times, prior to transfer operations
personnel responsible for transfer shall be made known
to each other.

2~ Transfer Procedures: No person shall firansfer or cause to be transferred
or consent to the transfer of any oil from any oil carrying
vessel to any other oil carrying vessel unless:

a. All equipment through which oil may pass during trans-
fer operations has been inspected visually prior to
each operation.

Any hose used in the transfer shall be pressure tested '
annually and shall not be subjected to transfer pres-
sures greater than 75 percent of the last pressure
test or greater than the rated hose pressure, which-
ever is less.
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All hoses used in the transfer of petroleum products
from vessel to vessel shall be marked with a hose number.
These markings shall be in color sharply contrasting
with the color of the hose and shall be not less than
one and one half inches high. The operator shall keep
a log book of all tests conducted on the individual
hoses. This log book shall contain the hose number,
test pressure, date of test, place of test and the
signature of the person conducting the test. This
log book shall be available for inspection by a repre-
sentative of the Coastal Resources Management Council.

b. Hoses are supported so as to avoid crushing or excessiv~
strain. Flanges, joints and hoses shall be checked
visually for cracks and wet spots.

c. Hose handling ri~s are of a type which allow adjustment
for vessel movement and hoses shall be long enough
so that they will not be strained by any movement of
the vessels.

d. Hose ends are blanked tightly when hoses are moved into
position to be connected and also immediately after they
are disconnected and drained into a drip pan.

e. Hoses are not permitted to chafe on vessels or to be
in contact with hot surfaces such as steam pipes or
to be exposed to other corrosive sources.

f. Mooring lines and lines securing the vessels to each
other are tended to prevent excessive movement of the
vessels.

g. The surrounding water shall be inspected frequently
during transfer operations. A log of all such inspec-
tions shall be kept and signed by the person making
the inspection and shall be available for i.nspection
by a representative of the Coastal Resources Management
Council.

3• Vessel to Vessel Transfer; Off-loading Requirements: No person
shall transfer to cause to be transferred or consent to the trans-
fer of any bulk oil from any oil carrying vessel to any other oil
carr~ing vessel unless:

a. Sea valves connected to the cargo piping and ster~
loading connections are tightly closed and sealed with
a numbered seal which is to be logged in the ship's log
book.

b. Lines and valves in the Aump rooms and on deck are checked
~ by the ship's master, senior deck officer or deck

officer on duty, or licensed tanker man to see that they
are properly set for discharging cargo. An additional
check must be made for the same purposes each time the
setting is changed.
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c. Full rate of discharge is not attained untii lines of

receiving vessel are proven clear.

d. On completion of transfer operations, hoses or other con-

necting devices shall be vented, blown down, or sucked

out to drain the remaining oil. A drip pan shall be

in place when breaking a connection and the end of the

hose or other connecting devices shall be blanked off

before being moved.

4. Vessel to Vessel Transfer; Receiving Requirements: No person shall

transfer or cause to be transferred or consent to the transfer

of any bulk oil from any oil carrying vessel to any other oil

carrying vessel unless:

a. All sea valves connected to the cargo piping, stern dis-

charge and ballast discharge valves are closed and

sealed with a numbered seal which is to be logged in

the ship's log book and with the responsible ship's

officer.

b. Special attention is paid during the topping off process

to the loading rate, the number of tanks open, the

danger of air pockets and the inspection of tanks
already loading. Notice of the slowdown for topping

must be given to off-loading vessel personnel.

c. Upon completion of loading, all tank valves and loading

valves are closed. After draining, hoses shall be dis-
connected andhe~.~ risers blanked.

5. Vessel Transfers While at Anchor: No vessel while at anchor shall

transfer petroleum products while gale warnings, (wind velocity

35 knots or more) are in effect or are being displayed by the
unit of the Coast Guard having jurisdiction over the area.

Vessel to vessel transfers may only be carried on in anchorage

areas designated by the Coastal Resources Management Council.

The transfer of fuel for a vessel's own use may take place

outside the designated anchorage area but in no case during

gale warnings.

6. Spillage During Transfer: Transfer shall cease if a discharge

of oil to the waters of the State occurs during such transfer.

Transfer may be resumed when, in the judgement of the Coastal

Resources Management Council's representative after consulta-

tion, if necessary, with the United States Coast Guard or Local

Authority adequate steps have been taken to control the spill
and to prevent further spillage.

7. Scuppers: No person shall transfer or cause to be transferred

or consent to the transfer of any bulk oil from one oil carrying

vessel to another o:il carrying vessel unless the scuppers of a~y
such vessel are plugged watertight during the oil transfer, However,
it will be permissible to remove scupper plugs as necessary to allow
runoff of water provided a vessel crew member stands watch to re-close
the scuppers in case of an oil spill.
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8. Illum6nation: No person shall transfer or cause to be transferred
or consent to the transfer of any bulk oil after dark from one
oil carrying vessel to another oil carrying vessel unless both
vessels are adequately illuminated.

9. Open Hatch Transfer: Transfer of oil by means of a hose through
an open hatch is prohibited. An exception will be made only
when an emergency arises and this is the only means of moving
flammable oil from one vessel compartment to another or of
unloading the vessel for the purpose of reducing or pre-
venting pollution or for preventing foundering and then only
when all possible precautions to prevent discharge to the waters
of the state have been taken.

10. Sample Collection: No person shall transfer in bulk nor cause to
be transferred from any vessel to another vessel any petroleum
product known as residual lube oils or middle distillate fuel
until they have taken or cause to be taken a composite sample
of such product of not less than one pint from such vessel.
Such sample shall be labeled in afa~hion prescribed by the
Coastal Resources Management Council and retained by said person
for use by the Coastal Resources Management Council for a period~
of not less than sixty (60) days.

B. Reports and Notifications:

1. Anticipated Transfer: The Council shall be notified at least
12 hours in advance of any transfer of bulk oil from one vessel
to another.

a. Names of vessels.

b. Approximate amount of oil to be transferred.

c. Product type.

d. Expected time and date of vessels arrivals.

Should unusual circumstances make it impossible to provide 12
hour notice, the operator shall notify the Council as soon as
possible. Notification is not required for transfer of oil
for a vessel's own use.

2. Oil Spill Reporting Procedure: In the event of any overboard
discharge during vessel to vessel transfer, the person, firm or
corporation responsible for the discharge shall immediately
undertake to remove such discharge. Responsibility for removal
shall remain with the person, firm or corporation responsible
for the il!egal discharge. For this purpose, the owner shall
have readily available adequate essential equipment approved
by the Council for the containment and removal of such a dis-
charge and sufficient personnel to deploy and use such equipment.
(n addition to the existing procedures, the following actions
are necessary:

a. Initial Telephone Report: An in6tial telephone report
of any discharge to the waters of the State shall be
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made to the Council or Council's representative as soon ,

as practicable but within two hours. The report shall i

include:

(1) Time of discharge '

(2) Location of discharge

(3) Type and amount of oil

(4) Assistance required

(5) Name and telephone number of person making report

(6) Other pertinent information

b. Second Telephone Report: A second telephone report shall

be made as soon as adequate information is available

but not more than eight hours after the first report.

The report shall include:

(1) Success of containment procedures

(2) Actions for removal and success of removal

(3) Estimate of area affected by such discharge

(4) Assistance required

(5) Other pertinent information

c. After removal of such discharge has been completed, the

operator shall prepare a complete written report of the

occurrence and submit such a report to the Coastal

Resources Management Council within ten (10) days. If

circumstances make a complete report impossible, a

partial report shall be submitted. This report shall

include, but not be limited to, the following informa-

tion:

(1) Date, time and place of discharg e

(2) Name of permitee, name of owner of vessel or

other party(ies) involved ,

(3) Amount and type of oil disc~arged

(4) Complete description of containment and removal
operation including costs of these operations

(5) Complete description of circumstances causing

discharge
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C. Permit:

(6) Description and estimate of third party damages

(7) Procedures, methods and precautions instituted

to prevent a similar occurrence from reoccurring

(8) Recommendations to the Coastal Resources Manage-

ment Council for changes in regulations or

operating procedures

(9) Name and address of any person, firm or corpora-

tion suffering damages from the discharge and

an estimate of the cost of such damages.

d. Council Telephone: The Coastal Resources Management

Council is available by calling (401) 277-2284.

Transfer Perm.it: No person as defined in Section 6.3.3
shall transfer or cause to be transferred

or consent to the transfer of any oil from one vessel to another

unless said person holds a valid permit issued by the Coastal

Resources Management Council and is abiding by all the conditio~s

set forth in these regulations. Said permit shall be requested

on such form as the Council shall from time to time so designate

and shall contain such information as the Council shall deem

necessary. Upon presentation of the completed request for a

permit and the payment of a fee of $35.00 per discharge the

Council is authorized to issue a valid permit.

2. Declaration of Inspection: A copy of the "Declaration of Inspec-

tion" required by the United States Coast Guard shall be in pos-

session of the operator or his representative and shall be avail-

able to the Coastal Resources Management Council representative

who shall, on demand, be given the opportunity to satisfy himself

that the condition of the vessel is as stated in the "Declaration

of Inspection."

3- Declaration of Understanding: A copy of the "Declaration of

Understanding" shall be presented by the vessel's pilot to the

master of the vessel when the former boards the vessel. No

tramsfer of oil shall be undertaken until such time as the master

of the vessel returns the signed Declaration of Understanding

to the pilot who shall within five (5) days deliver said

Declaration to the office of Coastal Resources Management Council.

Said Declaration shall state that the masterof the vessel is

kno~ledgeable of these regulations and agrees to abide by same.

4. Other: Operators shall also complete such other forms, check

lists and reports as the Council from time to time may require.
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D. Bunkering and Lightering: Nothing in the foregoing regulations should be

construed as to prohihit the function of bunkering vessels or when a

demonstrated need is shown, the lightering of vessels at a place other

than the area designated in these regulations. Such demonstrated need

should be evaluated by the Council who is authorized to set temporary

regulations for such procedures.

E. Designated Anchorage Areas: The area designated in Narragansett Bay

East Passage for vessel-to-vessel transfer of oil is that area south of

Gould Island and North of the Newport Bridge bounded by the following

coordinates:

Latitude 41° 30' 41" North
Longitude 71° 20' S7" West

2. Latitude 41° 31' 17" North
Longitude 71° 20' 29" West

3. Latitude 41° 31' 42" North
Longitude 71° 21' 05" West

4. Latitude 41° 30' 49" North
Longitude 71° 21' 14" West
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6.3~4 Vessel to Shore Transfer

FINDINGS:

A. Transfer of petroleum products from barges and tankers to shorefront stor-

age facilities located in upper Narragansett Bay has the potential to cause

major environmental damage if not properly managed,

- As many as 10 million gallons of toxic material may be transferred

in a single operation.

- Accidental spills due to human error or equipment failure could

release massive amounts of petroleum into the marine environment.

- Petroleum may have persistent and wide ranging impacts on marine

organisms and may accumulate in bottom sediments.

- Nf uncontained a spill could contaminate much of Narragansett Bay

on a relatively short time, severely damaging its scenic and

recreational values, commerciat shellfishery and its natural environ-

ment.

B. Ship to shore transfers are not, however, a significant management problem

in Rhode Island because of actions taken by the State Department of Health,

the Coast Guard and the petroleum industry.

- The Department of Health promulgated rules and regulations to pre-

vent the discharge or escape of petroleum products into state

waters in 1g57 under authority set forth in Title 46, Chapter 12
of the General Laws. These regulations, upon which Council

vessel to vessel transfer regulations were modeled, address ship

to shore transfers directly and in comparable detail.

- Under Section 154•300, 33 CFR the Coast Guard enforces regulations

pertaining to petroleum products handling. Under this section all

terminals are required to prepare a spill prevention and mitigation

plan which must be approved by the Coast Guard. All Rhode Island

terminals have received such approval.

- The Rhode Island petroleum industry in itself has been a major

innovator in the prevention and containment of spills. In

cooperation with the State Department of Health, the Rhode Island

Petroleum Association established the nation's first port petroleum

cooperative in 1966 (there are now over 100). The cooperative

purchased 3,000 feet of containment boom at that time and another

3,000 feet in t973. Booms are stored at terminals in the port

area and on two radio dispatched trucks donated by the industry

to the Providence and East Providence fire departments.

C. The Council concludes that existing prevention and mitigation procedures

and requirements are adequate to prevent damage to the coastal environment

and are consistent with its legal obligation to preserve, protect and

restore the coastal resources of the state.
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D. The Councill finds a need, however, to be able to more readily identify

the source of any spilled petroleum product in the state's tidal waters.

- Recognizing that the technology exists to make such identifications,

the Council has provided funding to support an oil "fingerprinting"

laboratory at the University of Rhode Island.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. No person shall transfer nor cause to be transferred from any vessel to

a shore installation any petroleum product known as residual lube oils

or middle distillate fuel until they have taken or cause to be taken

a composite sample of such product of not less than one pint from such

vessel. Such sample shall be labeled in a fashion prescribed by the

Coastal Resources Management Council and retained by said person for

use by the Coastal Resources Management Council for a period of not less

than sixty (60) days.

B. Further, subsequent to the shore transfer of such petroleum product f~om

a vessel to a shore installation the operator of such shore installation

shall obtalin or cause to be obtained a shore tank composite sample of such

product so transferred and such sample be labeled in a fashion prescribed

by Coastal Resources Management Council and retained by said person for

use by the Coastal Resources Management Council for a period of not less

than sixty (60) days.

6.3.5 Shore Transfer:

FINDINGS:

A. Transfer o~ petroleum products from storage facilities in the coastal

region to vehicles for transportation to retail and wholesale distrib~tors

has limited potential for significantly damaging the eoastal environme~t.

- The potential for major spills is small due to the limited size

of single transfers (8,000 gallons for a?arge tank truck) and

utiaization of awtomatic shutoffs on transfer equipment.

- The potential for chronic small spills or seepage is greater, but is

controlled by the Department of Health regulations referenced under

Section 6.3•4• These require that transfer areas be graded to

channel runoff into oil/water separators and that all runoff water

be filtered through these separators which remove hydrocarbon

residues.

- Com~liance with health regulations has been excellent and seepage

is ~onsequently not a significant management issue.

B. The Council concludes that existing prevention and mitigation procedures

and requirements for the on-shore transfer of petroleum are adequate to

prevent damage to the coastal environment and are consistent with its legal

obligation to preserve, protect and restore the coastal resources of the

state. It finds no need to promulgate additional Policies and Regulations

at this ti~e.
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SECTION 6.4: STORAGE OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

5.4.1. Petroleum Bulk Storage

FiNniNr,s~

q, Rhode island is a major petroleum distribution center for the southern
New England region(see Section 5.2.1).

- Nearly twice the state's annual consumption of petroleum
products passes through the Port of Providence each year.

- Considerable quantities of fuel are transhipped by truck tanker
to nearby Massachusetts and Connecticut.

B. Unlike other state's in t~he region, Rhode Island has substantial excesS

bulk storage capacity.

- Existing facilities (see Figure 6.1)are capable of storing some
70% of the state's annual (1 billion gallon) consumption of
petroleum fuels. Massachusetts by contrast can store only 7i

of its annual needs. ~

- Existing facilities have surplus capacity both in present storage
tanks and room for new tanks.

- Additional storage capacity exists in deactivated tanks at
surplus Navy holdings at Melville in the town of Portsmouth.

C. I.t appears unlikely that Rhode Island's Exc2Ss storage capacity will
be taxed by increased demands in the foreseeable future.

- Present trends indicate a diffus~ion of oil distributi.on patterns.
As a result Rhode Island's significance as an import-export
center is likely to diminish.

- Decreased export traffic will free up additional storage c~pacity
in existing facilities. This will minimize or eaiminate entirely
the need for new tanks for domestic needs.

D. There appears no need to anticipate additional bulk
petroleum storage facilities in the state's coastal region for the
foreseeable future.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. The Council finds that shorefront siting of petroleum bulk storage
facilities within the confines of existing tank farms is an acceptable
use of the state's coastal zone. ~
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B. The Council shall require permits for such bulk storage facilities

and shall require applicants for such permits to meet all evidentiary

burdens set forth under general permit requirements (Section 6.1.2).

C. Pending completion of ongoing energy facility planning studies * the

Council shall not permit expansion of existing tank farms beyond their

present bounds, nor shall it permit construction of new petnoleum bulk

storage facilities in the coastal region.

6.4.2 Storage of Liquified Gases

FINDINGS:

A. The Rhode Island coastal region contains one liquified natural gas

(LNG) storage facility at Sassafras Point in Providence. Other facilities

in the State are located in Exeter and Cumberland.

- Existing facilities are supplied by.truck.

- Gas stored in liquified form is used to supplement piped

supplies during peak winter consumption periods.

B. Increased demand for natural gas as a clean burning fuel for home heating

may generate demands for additional LNG storage facili~ies.

- If local and regional demands continue to increase, it may

become commercially attractive to import large volumes of LNG

from foreign sources by tanker ship.

- Such imports would generate additional demands for storage
facilities in the coastal region, especially in existing port
areas such as Providence.

C. As with other forms of highly concentrated energy, special scrutiny
must be given to the tocation, design and operating of LNG/LPG facilities.
Accidental releases of LNG could pose a public safety hazard.

- LNG is a cryogenic material, remaining in a liquid state only
when kept below -260°F.

- Containment and handling equipment must be specifically designed

for service at these low temperatures.

- Should LNG accidentally spill on land or water it boils rapidly
forming a cold plume of flammable natural gas.

- If ignited quickly LNG pools burn in a manner similar to gasoline.
If ignition does not occur quickly a flammable (explosive if
confined) vapor plume may be carried downwind until a source
of ignition is encountered or until the vapors become too
diluted to burn.

-~See also energy planning regulations (6.1.1).
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D. Technology and procedures exist to markedly reduce, but not totally

eliminate the dangers associated with storage and handling of LNG.

Stringent Federal regulations governing the design and operation of

LNG facilities serve to minimize these dangers.

E. LNG storage may constitute a major coastal land use in terms of the

acreage involved and potential impacts on surrounding land uses and

development patterns.

- Site requirements for an LNG terminal are dependent upon the

nature of its operations and the ambient site conditions. Such

a facility may require substantial land area, perhaps up

to 200 acres in a coastal location with access to channel

depths of up to approximately 40 feet.

- Improper design and operation of such a facility could pose

a safety hazard to surrounding land uses.

- Facilities may have visual impact on surrounding land uses and

areas.

F. ~To date, no evidence exists to suggest that any long term environmental

damage would result from the accidental release of LNG.

- Localized short term mortality of coastal and marine lifeforms

exposed to the extremely cold gas can be anticipated, however.

- Regassification prior to release into distribution pipelines

may involve once through heating by seawater with consequent

impacts on marine organisms through rapid cooling, release of

toxic antifoulants, and mechanical damage. Due to such

environmental constraints, however, the preferred technique

utilizes gas as the heating agent.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. Transfer of liquified gases from vessels transporting such gases to

bulk storage facilities located in the Rhode Island coastal region is

subject to Coastal Guard control. General regulations for the transport

and discharge of LNG and LPG in Narragansett Bay have been adopted and

are in force (COTP Providence LWG/LPG Contingency Plan 8/1/75)-

B. Siting, construction and operation of facilities for the transfer, bu~k

storage or regassification of liquified gases shall require a Council

permit.

C. Applicants for such a permit shall be required to meet all permit and

regulatory requirements set forth under Section 6.1.2 and to further

demonstrate by a fair preponderance of evidence that facility siting

and operation will be consistent. with preservation of the health and

safety of nearby populations.
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D. In evaluating such evidence, Council concerns include, but are not
limited to assurance that:

l. All applicable federal, state and local design, material and
operating regulations, codes or other such requirements will
be complied with;

2. Storage tanks will be constructed of proven materials and will
be designed and operated within the design limits of pressure
relief and emergency venting systems;

3. Storage tanks will be sited at sufficient distance from each
other and so isolated by berms or containments that accidental
release and combustion of gases from one cannot ignite or
otherwise damage any other;

4. Storage tanks will be sited a sufficient distance from any
stored corrosive material likely to damage or weaken such tanks;

5. Each tank will be surrounded by a continuous berm or containment
of sufficient diameter and height to contain the entire liquid
contents of such tank;

6. Any pipeline for the transfer of liquified gas into or from
such a facility or on the premises of such a facility will
be provided with dikes or berms capable of containing the largest
spill that might occur if such pipeline was ruptured and before
it could be drained or shutdown;

7. Provision for installation and operation of automatic and
continuous monitoring, alarm and shutdown devices has been made;

8. Provision for independent emergency power to maintain such
emergency and essential operateng equipment has been made;

g. Provision for fire protection and fire fighting including
emergency plans, equipment and personnel has been made.

Vaporization of liquid gases utilizing fresh or marine water sources
shall not be permitted unless such water is recycled. Release of
process water to the coastal environment shall only be permitted upon
demonstration that no significant environmental damage will result.
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SECTION 6.5: PROCESSING OF PETROLEUM PRODUCTS

DEFINITION:

A. Processing includes procedures and facilities for the refinement of crude
oil into other petroleum products such as heating oil, kerosene, and

gasoline; and includes procedures and facilities for the fractionation,
liquification or other refinement of petroleum, natural, or synthetic

gases.

FINDINGS:

A. Oil and gas refining share essentially similar characteristics in terms
of site requirements, construction activities and operational impacts.

Gas facilities, however, are typically considerably smaller with a con-

sequent reduction in siting and operational impacts.

- Construction: Comparable to any major industrial construction

project, construction activities would include excavation,
clearing, operation of heavy equipment, noise and emissions

over an extended time frame.

- Water use: Oil refineries in particular require considerable

volumes of water for cooling and processing (between 10 and 12

million gallons/day for a 250,000 barrel/day facility). Cooli~g

waters are discharged at elevated temperatures and may be

contaminated with hydrocarbons, acids, and metallic compounds. i

- Air emissions: Refineries are potential major sources of air pollutants

including particulates, sulfur and nitrogen oxides, volatile

hydrocarbons, hydrogen sulfide, and carbon monoxide. Even with

best available technology emissions cannot be totally eliminated.

- Solid wastes: Toxic absorbents, oxides, scale, catalysts and

sludge in large quantities are by-products of the refining

process and their disposal can have major enviornmental impacts.

- Aesthetics: Refineries~aR6e major visual intrusions due to size

and around-the-clock operations.

-. Land use: Refineries require large sites (between 1,000 and

1,500 acres for a 25~ 000 barrel/day oil refinery). Sites must

be prime industrially serviced land. Siting may stimulate

industrial growth in surrounding areas.

- Safety: The refining process involves the handling of highly
toxic and flammable materials in large volumes. Appropriate
safety precautions must be taken to contain these materials.

- Economic: Construction activity will have significant impacts

on local employment opportunities for a limited period of

time. Operational employment will vary with facility size,

but will be much lower. Increased tax revenue

will be generated. However, increased demands on public

services - fire protection, water service, police, sewers, roads,

schools and housing - should also be anticipated.
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B. Siting of oil refineries and/or gas processing facilities in the Rhode
Island coastal region is not a pressing management issue. It is

extremely unlikely that an oil refinery will be sited in Rhode Island

under any conditions. A gas processing facility, while more likely,

would not be sited unless and until justified by production of OCS

gas. These conclusions are based on the following factors:

- Environmental Impact Statements prepared on North Atlantic.

OCS lease sales indicate that oil will be refined at existing

facilities in New Jersey.

- The Environmental Protection Agency has determined that siting

of an oil refinery in Southeastern New England would have an

unacceptable impact on air quality. It has publicly stated

that it would not allow siting of major new emission sources
including oil refineries in this area.

- Siting of gas processing facilities is dictated by pipeline

routing. Since Rhode Island's ocean shoreline provides one
likely landfall for an OCS gas pipeline~such facilities may
be proposed. Construction should not be anticipated, however,

until a pipeline is substantially completed, approximately
14 years after the first OCS lease sale.

POLICIES APdD REGULATIONS:

See genera} permit and regulatory requirements (Section 6.1.2).
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PUBLIC AND GOVERNMENTAL PARTICIPATION

FINDINGS:

A. Public and governmental participation is an essential element of the

Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Program.

- Public participation is necessary in all phases of program

development and implemehtation. The most effective vehicle

for participation is often different for each facet of the

program.

- A variety of public participation programs ensur,es participation

from the most diverse set of governmental bodies, interest

groups and concerned individuals.

B. A traceable, open decision making process is critical if the public

is to be a full partner in coastal management decisiorrs.

- The Council has recognized the necessity for adopting formalized

procedures which set forth the mechanisms through which public

and governmental input can occur.

- All records on which regulatory decisions are made must be
open to public inspection.

C. It is essential that the many groups and individuals with an interest in

or who will be affected by the adoption of Council policies and regula-

tions have the opportunity to participate in the development of such

policies.

- Numerous mechanisms in addition to testimony at formal hearings

can be used to encourage such participation. Such mechanisms

include technical input, re.view of preliminary drafts, meetings,

workshops and advisory committees.

D. Solving many of the complex issues facing the coastal region requires

the cooperation and coordination of numerous state and federal agencies,
municipal governments, private groups and individuals.

- Numerous state and municipal groups have adopted plans which are
related to the use of the coastal region and its resources.

. Opportunities exist for facilitating cooperation among these

groups including staff interactions and workshops, the
State Planning Council, the Council permit review procedures
and the A-95 review process.

- Because of the significance of federal activities within Rhode
Island's coastal region and the lack of an existing mechanism
for effective state/federal cooperation on coastal issues, the
Council finds that special coordinating efforts must be made with
federal agencies with an interest in the Rhode Island coastal region.
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E• A critical element in the effective implementation of coastal management

plans and policies will be public awareness of the coastal environment,
and the management issues relating to the coastal region.

- An informed public and a workable management program are
synonymous.

- Numerous opportunities exist for increasing public consciousness
of coastal issues including: media exposure, brochures and news-
letters, exhibits, talks and audiovisual presentations, and public

workshops.

- The Council finds it has a special responsibility to prepare
Rhode Island's youngest citizens to deal intelligently and
knowledgeably with the many coastal issues and decisions they

will face as adults. Coastal awareness must be fostered in the

state's schools at all levels.

POLICIES AND REGULATIONS:

A. It shall be the policy of the Council to promote the participation of
federal, state and local governmental bodies, public and private organiza-

tions, and private citizens in the preparation of its plans, programs,

policies and regulations.

B. The Council shall cooperate with other governmental agencies in all

matters of mutual interest. The Council shall encourage a continuous
flow of information among agencies in its plans and studies before these

are completed and adopted, and to solicit and consider the opinion of

other agencies on any matter before the Council which significantly

affects those agencies.

C. To ensure coordination between the Council and federal agencies, the
Council has formed a Federal Advisory Committee. The purpose of the

committee is to provide a forum for discussion and conflict resolution.

The committee shall convene at l~ast quarterly. Additional meetings will

be held as necessary.

D. The Council shall work with local officials from Rhode Island's munici-

palities to facilitate the coordination of the Rhode Island Coastal

Resources Management Program and local plans.

E. The Council finds that an open, traceable decision making process is

essential~for an effective coastal management program. The Council wi~l

therefore follow the procedures set forth in detail in Appendix B for

all permit applications which come before it.

F. The Council finds that full part'ficipation by interested and/or affected

groups is essential in the development of Council policies and regula-

tions. The Council finds it can best foster such participation by

adopting the following policies:
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1. The Council will provide opportunities for public and governmental

input in the development of its policies and regulations.

a. The Council and its staff will consult with experts,

professionals and interest groups in the preparation

of technical .reports upon which policies are based.

b. Plans and reports upon which policies and regulations are

based shall be made available to the public.
c. The Council shall form advisory committees and hold

meetings and workshops to formulate and discuss proposed

policies as necessary.
2. The adoption of all policies and regulations by the Council will

follow the procedures set forth in Appendix B.

G. The Council shall continue to sponsor public education programs. Such

programs shall include:
. publication and widespread distribution of technical reports

. exh i b i ts

. media releases

. quarterly newsletters (BRIEFINGS)

. a speakers bureau

. other activities that will foster public awareness

, special programs for senior citizens on coastal awareness,

Rhode Island and offshore oil,and seafood consumer education.

H. The Council shall continue to sponsor educational activities for school

age children. Such activities will include the preparation and dissemina-

tion of educational material, supplying speakers to school groups and

sponsoring an annual essay contest.
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APPENDIX A.l: PROGRAM DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION

I. Pro~ram Development, Organization and Implementation Authorities in Rhode Island

A. Legislative Findings:

The General Assembly made four broad findings of issues and problems con-
fronting the state's coastal region (46-23-1):

1. The coastal resources of Rhode Island, a rich variety of natural,
commercial, industrial, recreational, and aesthetic assets, are of
immediate and potential value to the present and future develop-
ment of this state.

2. The sea and its adjacent lands are major sovrces of food and public
recreation (and) are used by and for industry, transportation, waste
disposal and other purposes.

3• Unplanned and/or poorly planned development of this basic natural
environment has already damaged or destroyed or has the potential
for damaging or destroying the state's coastal resources and has
restricted the most beneficial and efficie~t use of such resources.

4. Demands on the state's coastal resources are increasing in number,
magnitude and intensity.

The Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Program derives its substance
and direction from these findings, represent~ing an e~fort to promote legis-
latively recognized values by addressing legislativety identified problems.

B. Legislative Goals:

In responding to its findings the Assembly went on to identify six basic goals
for coastal resources management in Rhode Island (46-23-1):

1. To preserve, protect, develop and where possible restore the state's
coastal resources for this and succeeding generations.

2. To provide adequate resource planning for the control and regulation
of the use of natural resources and for the preservation, regeneration
and restoration of the natural environment.

3. To protect the social and economic well being of the people of Rhode
Island.

4. To protect the public health, safety and generat welfare.



A-2

5. To secure the rights of the people to the use and enjoyment of the
natural resources of the state with due regard for the preservation
of their values.

6. To allow the General Assembly to fulfill its duty to provide for the
conservation of the air, land, water, plant, animal, mineral and
other natural resources of the state.

These goals esta.blish the Rhode Island program's central objective of directing
resource use and development consistently with environmental preservation.

C. Lepislative Policies:

The pol~icies mandated by the Assembly to implement its goals for managing
Rhode Island's coastal region, its resources and their use are of three basic
types:

(1) Resource planning and program development policies;
(2) Organizational policies for implementing management plans and

programs; ~,
(3) Implementing poticies and authorities. ,

i
1. Resource Planning Policies: ~

These consist of specific technical/scientific, procedural and policy direc- ~
tives for evaluating the management requirements of coastal resour~es and for ~
formulating appropriate management policies and use controls. Legislative
policies regarding resource planning are set forth as follows under section i
46-23-6 of the General Laws:

46-23-6 A. Planning and Management. The prirnary responsibility
of the council shall be the continuing planning for and management of
the resources of the state's coastal reg~on. The council shall be able
to make any studies of eonditions, activities or problems of tne state's
coastal region needed to carry out its responsibilities.

The resources managment process shall include the following basic
phases:

a) Identify all of the state's coastal resources, water, submerged
land, air space, fin fish, shellfish, minerals, physiographic features,
and so forth.
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b) Evaluate these resources in terms of their quantity, qual-
ity, capability for use, and other key characteristics.

c) Determine the cur.rent and potential uses of each resource.

d) Determine the current and potential probtems of each
resource.

e) Formutate plans and programs for the management of each
resource identifying permitted uses, loca.tions, protection measures,
and so forth.

f) Carry out these rerources management programs through
implementing authority and coordination of state, federal, local, and
private activities.

g) Formulation of standards where these do not exist, and
reevaluation of existing standards.

An initial series of resources management activities shall be
initiated through this basic process; then each phase shall contin-
uously be recycled and used to modify the Council's resources mana-
gement programs and keep them current. Planning and management pro-
grams shall be formulated in terms of characteristics and needs of
each resource or group of related resources. However, all plans and
programs shall be developed around basic standards and criteria,
including:

a) The need and demand for various activities and their impact
upon ecological systems

b) The degree of compatibility of various activities

c) The capability of coastal resources to support various
activities .

d) Water quality standards set by the department of health

e) Consideration of plans, studies, surveys, inventories and so
forth prepared by other public and private sources

f) Consideration of contiguous land uses and transportation
facilities

g) Consistency with the state guide plan
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The Council is directed by the General Assembly to plan for and manage the
entire coastal region, not simply its marine or intertidal elements,
an implicit legislative recognition that the marine and intertidal resources
of the state can only be properly and effectively managed in a bro~der
context. This context must incorporate lands whose use affects or is
affected by proximity to coastal waters.

The legislature directed the Council to identify and evaluate all resources
of the coastal region and to develop management plans and programs for the
use and protection of each resource or group of related resources. This
broad mandate reflects the breadth of legislative concern and recognition
that individual resources cannot be effectively managed in isolation.

The legislature charged the Council to evaluate, make determinations
regarding and manage coastal resources on the basis of the various factors
enumerated u~der 46-23-6~, (a)-(d) and (a)-(g). The Council's charge to
formulate management plans and programs which specify permitted uses and
locations and necessary protection measures for these resources must
consequently be exercised in this context. Since the legislature udentified
a wide range of specific management considerations and concerns, Council
plans and management policies must address and respond to a correspondingly
wide range of factors if they are to accurately reflect legislative.intent.

2. Organizational Policies:

In order to effectively implement its objectives regarding coastal manage-
ment in Rhode Island the General Assembly set forth both general and spe-
cific organizational policies for the state's Coastal Resources Management
P rog ram.

General policies as set forth under section 46-23-1 of the General Laws
are as follows:

1. (Legislative objectives shall be implemented) through compre-
~ hensive and coordinated long range planning and management

designed to produce the maximum benefit for society from (the
state's) coastal resources.

2. (Legislative objectives shall be achieved) by providing ~dequate
resource planning for the control and regulation of the uise of
the natural resources of the state and for the preservation,
regeneration and restoration of the natural environment of the
state.

More specifically, the Legislature created the Coastal Resources Management
Council as the state's lead coastal management agency:

These (legislative) policies can best be achieved through the
creation of a coastal resources management council as the
principal mechanism for management of the state's coastal
resources (46-23-1).
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It set forth the Council's internal structure and procedures under sec-
tions 46-23-2-vet. seq. of the General Laws:

46-23-2. Coastal resources management council created -
Appointment of inembers.--There is hereby created the coastal re-
sources management council. The coastal resources management council
shall consist of seventeen (17) members, two (2) of whom shall be
members of the house of representatives, at least one (1) of said
members shall represent a coastal municipality, appointed by the
speaker, two (2) of whom shall be members of the senate each of whom
shall represent a coastal municipatity, appointed by the lieutenant
governor, two (2) of whom shall be from the general public appointed
by the speaker of the house for a term of two (2) years, two (2) of
whom shall be from a coastal municipality appointed by the speaker of
the house for a term of three (3) years. Four (4) appointed or
elected officials of local government appointed by the governor, one
(1) of whom shali be from a municipality of less than twenty-five
thousand (25,000) population appointed to serve until January 31,
1972, one (1) of whom shatl be from a coastal municipality of more
than twenty-five thousand (25,000) population appointed to serve
until January 31, 1973 and one (1) of whom shall be from a coastal
municipality of less than twenty-five thousand (25,000) population
appointed to ser.ve until January 31, 1974 and one (1) of whom shall
be from a coastal community of more than twenty-five thousand (25,000)
population appointed to serve until January 31, 1975, said populations
are to be determined by the latest federal census; all such members
shall serve until their successors are appointed and qualified;
during the month of January 1972 and during the month of January
thereafter, the governor shall appoint a member to succeed the member
whose term will then next expire for a term of four (4) years commencing
on the first day of February then next following and until his successor
is named and qualified; each such municipal appointment shall cease
if the appointed or elected official shall no longer hold or change,
the office which he held upon appointment, and further, each such
appointee shall be eligible to succeed himself. Three (3) members
shall be appointed by the governor from the public, with the advice
and consent of the senate, one (1) of whom shall serve until January
1, 1972, one (1) of whom shall serve until January 1, 1973 and one
(1) of whom shall serve until January 1, 1974; said members and their
successors shall represent a coastal community. All such members
shall serve until their successors are appointed and qualified;
during the month of January 1972 and during the month of January
thereafter the governor shalt appoint, with advice and consent of
the senate, a member to succeed the members whose term witl then next
expire for a term of three (3) years commencing on the first day of
February next following and until his successor is named and qualified.
A member shall be eligible to succeed himsetf. No more than two (2)
persons on said council shall be from the same community. Appointments
shall first be made by the governor then by the lieutenate governor
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and, then by the speaker. A vacancy other than by expiration,
shall be filled in like manner as an original appointment but only
for the unexpired portian of the term. The director of natural
resources and the director of health shall serve ex officio.

In addition to the foregoing voting members, the council shall
include a varying number of other members who shall serve in an
advisory capacity without the right to vote and who shall be invited
to serve by either the governor or the voting members. These
advisory members shall represent the federal agencies such as the
navy, coast guard, corps of engineers, public health service and
the federal water pollution control administration and such regional
agencies as the New England river basins commission and the New
Engtand regional commission and any other group or interest not
otherwise represented. The council shall have authority to form
committees of other advisory groups as needed from both its own
members and others.

46-23-3. Qualifications of inembers.--Each appointed member of
the council, before entering upon his duties, shall take an oath to
administer the duties of his office faithfully and impartially, and

such oath shall be fited in the office of the secretary of state.

46-23-4. Officers of the council; quorum and vote requiired for
action.--The governor, upon the appointment of the appointed members
of the council shall select from said appointed members a chairrnan
and vice chairman. The council shall thereupon select a secretary
from among its membership or staff. The council may engage such
staff as it deems necessary. A quorum shall consist of nine (9)
members of said council. A majority vote of those present shall be
required for action.

46-23-5. Expenses of inembers.--The members of the council
shall be paid fifty dollars $50.00) per meeting as compensation
and shall be reimbursed for their actual expenses necessarily
incurred in the performance of duties.

46-23-12. Representation from coastal communities.--Upon the
expiration of a term of a member appointed b;~ the governor as an
appointed or elected official of local government from a coas~al

municipality as set out in 46-23-2, the governor shall appoin~ an
appointed or elected official of a coastal municipality which at
the time of the governo~'s appointment has no appointed or ex-
officio representation on said council.
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The Council's staff was established within the Department of Natural
Resources, but responsible through the Department Director (himself a
Council member) to the Council:

42- 7.1-4. Within said department of natural resources there
are hereby established the following divisions:

d) A division of coastal resources which shall carry out
those functions of the department relating to harbors and harbor
lines, pilotage, flood control; shore development, construction of
port facilities, and the registration of boats and such other
functions and duties as may from time to time be assigned by the
director, except that such division shall not be responsible for
the functions of inspection of dams and reservoirs, approving plans
for construction or improvement of dams, reservoirs and other
structures in non-tidal waters, and the operation of stream-gauging
stations in cooperation with the United States geological survey,
and provided further that such division and its staff shalt be
responsible through the director of natural resources, to the
coastal resources management council, and such chief and the staff
of the division shall serve as staff to said council.

In setting forth specifi.c standards for the Council's internal organiza-
tian and membership the General Assembly provided for strong and direct
municipal and public representation. While the Council is the state's
principal coastal management agency, its membership is drawn predominantly
from the general public and local government. By law only two of its
seventeen voting members are state officials, while seven are citizen
representatives, four are members of the legislature and four are municipal
officials.

Creation of the Council's staff within the Department of Natural Resources
(now Department of Environmental Management) and ex-afficio membership
on the Council of that Department's Director as well as the Director of
the Department of Health ensures maximum coordination between the state's
three principal environmental management agencies.

3• Implementing Policies and Authorities:

Under Title 46, Chapter 23, Section 1 of the General Laws the Assembly
also set forth the central implementing objective of the state's coastal
management program:

Preservation and restoration of ecological systems shall
be the primary guiding principle upon which environmental
alteration of coastal resources will be measured, judged
and regulated.



It then went on to prescribe the powers and duties the Council is charged
to exercise in furtherance of this objective. These are of three
fundamental types:

(1) Direct regulatory and management control over specified uses
and areas;

(2) Coordination of federal~ state, local and private actions in
or affecting the Rhode Island coastal region;

~3) Administration of gifts, grants and donations.

4. Direct Council Management Responsibilities

Direct C~uncil regulatory and management responsibilities, functions and
authorities are set forth as follows in the General Laws:

46-23-6 A. Plannin~g and Management. The primary responsibility
of the Council shall be the continued planning for and manage~ent
of the resources of the state's coastal region.

46-23-6 B. Implementation. The council is authorized t~
formulate policies and plans and to adopt regulations necessary to
implement its various management programs.

Any person, firm, or governmental agency proposing any develop-
ment or operation within, above, or beneath the tidal water below
the mean high water mark, extending out to the extent of the state's
jurisdiction in the territorial sea shall be required to demonstrate
that its proposal would not (1) conflict with any resources manage-
ment plan or program; (2) make any area unsuitable for any uses or
activities to which it is allocated by a resources management plan
or program; or (3) significantly damage the environment of the
coastal region. The council shall be authorized to approve, rr~dify,
set conditions for, or reject any such proposal.

The authority of the council over land areas (those areas
above the mean high water mark) shall be limited to that necessary
to carry out effective resources management programs. This shall
be limited to the authority to approve, modify, set conditions for,
or reject the design, location, construction, alteration, and
operation of specified activities or land use; when these are
related to a water area under the agency's jurisdiction, regardless
of ~heir actual location. The council's authority over these land
uses and activities shall be limited to situations in which th~re
is a reasonable probability of conflict with a plan or program for
resources management or damage to the coastal environment. Th~se
uses and activities'are:

a) Power generating and desalination plants.

b) Chemical or petroleum processing, transfer, or storage.

c) Minerals extraction.
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d) Shoreline protection facilities and physiographical
, features, and all directly associated contiguous areas

which are necessary to preserve the integrity of such
facility and/or features.

e) Coastal wetlands and all directly associated contiguous
areas which are necessary to preserve the integrity of
such wetlands. For the purpose of this chapter a coastat
wetland shall mean any salt marsh bordering on the tidal
waters of this state, whether or not the tidal waters
reach the littoral areas through natural or artificial
water courses, and such uplands directly associated and
contiguous thereto which are necessary to preserve the
integrity of such marsh. Marshes shall inciude those
areas upon which grow one or more of the following:
Smooth cordgrass (S artina alterniflora), salt meadow
grass (S artina patens , spike grass Distichlis spicata)
black rush Juncus erardi), saltworts Saticornia ~
sPP•), sea lavender Limonium carolinianum , saltmarsh
bulrushes (Scirpus s . high-tide bush Iva frutescens),
tall reed Phragmites communis), tall cordgrass Spartina
ectinata), broadleaf cattail~T ha latifolia), narrowleaf

cattail T ha angustifolia), spike rush Eleocharis rostellata~
chairmaker's rush Scirpus amercana), creeping bentgrass
(Agrostis palustris , sweet grass Hierochloe odorata),
wild rye Elymus virginicus).

f) Sewage treatment and disposal and solid waste disposal
facilities.

46-23-6 D. Operations. The council shall be authorized to
exercize the following operating functions, which are essential to
management of coastal resources:

a) Issue, modify or deny permits for any work in, above, or
beneath the areas under its jurisdiction, including
conduct of any form of aquaculture.

b) Issue, modify or deny permits for dredging, filling, or
any other physical alteration of coastal wetlands and all
directly related contiguous areas which are necessary to
preserve the integrity of such wetlands.

c) Grant licenses, permits and easements for the use of
coastal resources which are held in trust by the state
for all its citizens, and impose fees for private use of
such resources. (Section 46-23-16 states that "The Council
is authori~zed to grant permits, licenses and easements
for any term of years or in perpetuity.")
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d) Determining the need for and establishing pierhead, bulk-
head, and harbor lines.

~) Developing, leasing, and maintaining state piers and other
state-owned property assigned tc ~he agency by the depart-
ment of natural resources, the governo or the general
assembly.

f) Investigating complaints alleging violations of state laws
or riparian rights in the state's tidal waters.

46-23-6 E. aights of way: The council shall be responsible
for the designation of all public rights of way to the tidal water
areas of the state, and shall carry on a continuing discovery of
appropriate public rights of way to the tidal water areas of the
state.

The councit shall maintain a complete file of all official
documents relating to the legal status of all public rights ~f way
to the tidal water areas of the state.

The council shall, subject to the provisions of chapter 6 of
title 37 of the general laws, as amended, have the power to designate
for acquisition and development by the Depa~tment of Natural Resources
land for tidal rights of way, parking facilities and other c~uncil
related purposes.

In conjunction therewith every state department controlling
state owned land close to or adjacent to discovered rights of way is
authorized to set out such land, or so much thereof as may b~ deemed
necessary for public parking.

46-23-17. Annual p'rogress report on rights of way.--Within
ninety (90) days after the end of each fiscal year, the coun~il
shall submit a written progress report on the development of public
rights of way to the tidal water areas of the state to the state
p~anning council, the department of natural resources, and t~e joint
committee on the environment for review, evaluation and recommendation
of the program's suitability, relevance to the recreation el~ment of
the state guide plan and impact on the natural resources of the
state. The report shall also provide detailed records of ex~enditures
and a proposed schedule of future projects.

46-23-7. Violations.

a) In any instances wherein there is a violation of the
coastal resource management program or a violation of
regulations or decisions of the council, the council shall
have the power to order the violator to cease and desist
or to remedy such violations. For the purposes of this
section any development, operation~alteration or construc-
tion uhdertakpn in any area under the council's juirisdic-
tion as set forth in this chapter, without a_valid permit
of this council, shall be deemed to be a violation of a
regulation or order of th~s council.
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I i~ the ~~ 3c~~aCor ~loes nor conform to the counci 1's
~rder ~.l~en the council, t.hrough its chairman, may bring
prosecution by complaint and warrant, and such prosecution
shall be maci~ on the district court of the state.

The ch~~rmar~ without being required to enter into
;.t;~v recognizanca or to give surety ror cost, may institute
~uci~ proc~edinrs in the name of the state. It shall be the
dGty of the ati~~rney general to conduct the prosecution of all
such proceedinc~s brought by the council.

The chairman may delegate his authority to bring
prosecution by complaint and warrant to such numbers of
conservation officers as he mey deem necessary, and said
conservation officers shall not be required to enter into any
personal recognizance or to give surety for cost.

The division of enforcement shall enforce the laws
and regulations of the council and to this end:

(1) Verbal cease and desist orders may be given by
conservation officers after it has been determined
that no valid permit under this chapter exists.

(2) Conservation officers, council members and
council staff shall have authority to enter on
private land to investigate possible violations
of this chapter

b) The chariman, at the direction of the council, may obtain
relief in equity or by prerogative writ whenever such relief
shall be necessary for the proper performance of the council's
duties hereunder. The superior court shall have the jurisdiction
in equity to enforce the provisions of this chapter and any
rule or regulation or order made by the council in conformity
therewith. Proceedings under this section shall follow the
course of equity and shall be instituted, and prosecuted in

~ the name of the chairman and council by the attorney general,
but only upon the request of the chairman, at the direction of
the council.

c) Any person in violation of an order of the council shatl be
guilty of a misdeameanor and upon conviction thereof shall be
fined not more than three hundred dollars ($300) or shall be
imprisoned for not exceeding three (3) months, or both so
fined and imprisoned for each such offense; and each day such
violation, omission, failure or refusal continues shall be
deemed a separate offense.

d) The chairman or vice chairman of the council is hereby empowered
to apply to any court of competent jurisdiction for an injunction
to prevent the unlawful posting or blocking of any tidal water
public right of way.
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46-23-9. Sub~oena. The Council is hereby authori~ed and em~~owered

to summon witnesses and issue subpoenas.

46-23-13. Application and hearing fees. The council shall I~e

authorized to establish reasonable fees for applications and hearings.

46-23-14. Expert testimony. The council shall be authorized to

engage its own expert and outside consultants and the council shall be

empowered to use such testimony in making its decision.

To enable the Council to implement its mandated responsibilities as the

state's "principal mechanism" for management of the resources of the coastal

region the legislature vested it with reyuisite regulatory and permittin~

authorities to achieve this goal.

The Council has clear and final regulatory and permitting authority over all

uses and activities within, above or beneath the tidal waters of the state.

Specific legislative burdens of proof for applicants proposing developmeints

or operations within this area are set forth. Thse broadly defined burd~ns

are incorporated into the Coastal ~esources Management Program through tlhe

more specific burdens and considerations contained in Council policies
and Regulations.

The legislature further ~harged the Council to plan for and manage the

resources of the entire coastal region and uses and activities which impact

those resources. It identified six types of use, activity and natural re-

source (see 46-23-6 B(a)-(f), above) over which the Council was charged to

implement its management responsibilities through regulations and permits.

These were found to be of such immediate and vital importance to effective

coastal management that direct Council control was necessary wherever there

existed a reasonable probability of conflict with Council Management Policies

pertaining to the coastal region or of damage to its environment. Upon

finding such a reasonable probability the council is authorized and directed

to modify, set conditions for or reject the proposal in question.

5, Coordina~inc~ Responsibilities:

Coordinating relationships between the Council as the state's principal

coastal management agency and other units and levels of government are set

forth under sections 46-23-6 and 10 of the General Laws:

46-23-6 A(f). (The Council shall) carry out these (its) management

programs through implementing authority and coordination of state,

f ederal, local and private activities.
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46-23-6 C. Coordination. The council shall have the following
coordinating powers and duties:

a) Functioning as a binding arbitrator in any matter of dispute
involving both the resources of the state's coastal region and
the interests of two (2) or more municipalities or state
agencies.

b) Consulting and coordinating actions with local, state, regional
and federal agencies and private interests.

c) Conducting or sponsoring coastal research.

d) Advising the governor, the general assembly, and the public on
coastal matters.

46-23-10. Cooperation of departments. All other departments and
agencies and bodies o~state government are hereby authorized and
directed to cooperate with and furnish such information as the council
shall require.

To ensure full and effective implementation of resources management plans and
programs for the entire coastal region the legislature empowered and directed
the Council to coordinate the activities of state, regional, federal and
local agencies as these relate to and affect coastat resources (see 46-23-6
(A), (f) as referenced above). To enable the Council to implement this
responsibility in an effective and expeditious manner the legislature has
further directed all other departments, agencies and bodies of state government
to cooperate with the Council. The clear intent implicit in these related
charges is to insure the coordinated and consistent planning for and management
of the resources of the state's coastal region cited by the legislature as
the principal objective of coastal management in Rhode Island through the
vehicle of a tead management agency (the Council) with whose duely promulgated
plans and policies all agencies of state government are mandated to cooperate.
Cooperation, to be effective in the manner envisioned by the legislature,
therefore, requires these other agencies to exercise their respective planning,
regulatory, permitting and/or management functions in a manner consistent
with Council Policies and Regulations as set forth in the Coastal Resources
Management Program.

To ensure such consistency and to achieve the legislature's goal of "com-
prehensive and coordinated long range planning and management" the Council
has sought and received as is indicated in tis Findings the voluntary
cooperation and advice of its sister agencies during its five years of
existence. Yt has further established, again as described in Findings,
precedures for Council review of agency actions in or affecting the coastal
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region for consistency with the Coastal Resources Management Program.
Such actions include relevent developments, plans, regulations, permits
and management programs. In the event that the above review revcals an
inconsistent action or proposed action or a disagreement between two or
more state and/or local agencies affecting the state's coastal r~sources
the Council is charged by specific legislative mandate under its coordinating
and binding arbitration powers to direct the involved agency or ~gencies
to correct the inconsistency or to resolve the disagreement in a manner
consistent with adopted Management Policies.

The Council is authorized by the legislature to initiate consulting and
coordinating actions with local government and charged to coordinate the
activities of local governmeF~t in or affecting the coastal region and its
resources. It is further charged to consider public plans among the other
factors enumerated under 46-23-6(A) in developing coastal resources manage-
ment plans and programs. The Council has found that the majority of
actions undertaken by local governments pursuant to presently adopted
comprehensive plans and zoning ordinances are of purely local concern and
do not conflict with Policies and Regulations set forth in the Coastal
Resources Management Program. However, the Council further finds that
certain local actions and land use decisions by their nature, size or
consequences are, or may be, of more than local significance for purposes
of the comprehensive and coo~dinated long range management of co~stal
resources. In enacting Title 46, Chapter 23 the legislature set forth
clear standards for identifying such actions. They:

a) are inconsistent with water quality standards set by the Depart-
ment of Health; or

b) are inconsistent with the State Guide Plan; or

c) involve tidal waters below the mean high water mark or any of the
six specific land uses or areas identified under 46-23-6 B(a) -
(f); or

d) conflict with plans or programs for management of coastal resour-
ces; or

e) make an area unsuitable for uses or activities to which it is
allocated by such a plan or program; or

f) cause significant damage to Lhe environment of the coastal region.

Where a reasonable probability exists that any of the above consequences
will result the legislature has provided for intervening and overriding
state action in any of the following forms:

a) Council permitting actions under 46-23-6 B;



A -15

b) regulatory, permitting or management actions by other state
agencies directed by legislative mandate to exercise these
actions consistently with Council plans and programs for coastal
resources management;

c) mandatory municipal conformity with applicable state plans or
elements thereof as contained in the State Guide Plan (Title 45,
Chapter 22).

b, Administration of Grants:

Grant and gift administering au~~horities, the fina} area of Council res-
ponsibi1ity prescribed by legislative action, are as follows:

46-23-8. Gifts, grants and donations. The council is authorized
to receive any gifts, grants or donations made for any of the purposes
of its program, and to disburse and administer the same in accordance
with the terms thereof.

46-23-15• Federal and interstate retations. The council is
authorized to accept any federal grants. It is further given the
power to administer land and water use regulations and to acquire fee
simple and tess than fee simple interests under any federal or state
program. The council (is) authorized to coordinate and cooperate
with other states in furtherance of its purposes. The council may
expend such grants and appropriations.
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APPENDIX A.2; RELEVANT CONSTITUTIONAL PROVISIONS ~ND'
JUDICIAL DECISI~ONS RELATING TO COASTAL ZON~ MANAGEMrNT PROGRAM

_ IN RHODE ISLAND

The State of Rhode Island has long sincc~ constitutionally
guaranteed its citizens use and en,joyment of the shore. This
was f~.x"s`~ expressed i.n nrticl.e 1, Sect ion l 7 of the Rhocic
Island Constitution. On November 3, 197O the Ceneral /~ssemhly
adopted Article 37 o f the R}iocle f s 1.ancl (;onst i.tut i on which
expanded publi.c r~ghts to tllc shor•c an~l t}lc st,at.c's othcr•
natural resources:

ARTICLE XXXVII - CONSI:RVA'lION

SECTION.
1. Preservation of natural resources

~l. Preservation of Natural Resources -
Article I, ~ 17 of the state constitution is hereby
amended by striking out this said section as it now
appears and inserting zn place thereof the following
new section:

"~17. The people shall continue to enjoy and
freely exercise all the rights of fishery, and the
privileges of the shore, to which they have been
heretofore entitled under the charter and usages of
this state; and thcy shall he secured in their
rights to thc usc ancl enjoyincrlt of the natura]
resources of thc statc wit.h cluc rc~;arcl for thc
preservation of their values; ancl i_t sha17. he tlte
duty of the general assemhly to provide for thc
conservation of the air, land, water, plant, animal,
mineral and other natural resources of the state,
and to adopt all means necessary and proper by law
to protect the natural environment of the people of
the state by providing adequate resourcPs planning
for the control and regulation of the use of the
natural resources of the state and for the preserva-
tion, regeneration and restoration of the natural
environment of the state."

Constitutionality of thP Rhode Island Coastal Resources P~lanage-
ment Program: Article 37 demonstrated an enhanced awareness of
an concern for the preservation and conservation of the state's
natural resources. This awareness and the expanded legislative
responsibilities entai~ed in ~rticle 37 subseQuently reflected
themselves in the 1971 creation of the Coastal Resources Ptanage-
ment Council as the principal mechanism for comprehensive and
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coordinated long range planning and management of the State's
coastal resources. The Coastal Resources Management Council
Act (46-23, G.L.R.I.) has been held to be constitutional by the
Superior Court of the State of Rhode Island (Nancy B. Filmore vs.
John L ons, et al., Providence Superior Court C.A. No. 73-2373,
Declsion y Bu~man, J. dated June 5, 1974, citing decision by
Carralas, J., Nancy B. Filmore vs. John Lyons).

Thc Statc Supreme Court as the highest judicial authority
within tlie State of Rhode Islana has yet to issue any decision
invol.ving the Coastal. Resources Tlanagement Council although a
case is now pendinb (rast Greenwich Yacht Club vs. Coastal
Resources Management Counc 1;'i5 0 P; '~5- 0 MP . This matter
was hear on oral arguments on 1~4~a.rch 7, 1977 and is presently
awaiting decision. However, substantive issues of constitution-
ality, legislative delegation an~l authority of the Coastal Resources
Management Council were not briefed nor were they raised before
the Court, the issue rather involving Council procedures.

Since the Supreme Court has not addressed itself to the
Coastal Resources Management Council's enabling legislation, one
must look to Superior Court rulings on substantive issues con-
cerning the Coastal Resources Management Council and related
statutes. The case of J.A4. Mills, Inc. vs. Dennis l~iur h, Director
of the Department of Natural Resources, RZ 1976);
352 A.2n 661, speci ically upheld the R~~e Island Fresh jVater
Wetlands Act as a valid delegation of Legislative Power not in
violation of the Rhode Island Constitution nor in violation of the
ec{ua1 protection ancl due process clause of the 14th Amendment
to the IJ.S. Constitution.

The dicta in the blills case also alludes to proper delegation
by the Legislature for regulation of salt water wetlands; an
authority specifically vested in the Coastal Resources Management
Council (46-23-B, G,L.R.I.). The Court, in addressing the
Coastal Wetlands Act, which is the forerunner of the Coastal '.
Resources Management Council's enabling legislation, specifically
stated that:

"The Coastal Wetlands Act envisions affirmative
action on the part of the Department of Natural Resources
to the,end of establishing a state wide plan for protec-
tion of wetlands...the difference (between the Coastal
Wetlands Act and the Fresh Water t~Vetlarids Act)~ overall
approach is susceptible to a variety of reasonable explana-
tions; the greater development pressures on coastal
wetlands suggest a need for immediate State action where
the situatioi~ regarding fres}~ wr~ter wetlands might facili-
tate centralized action while al.most exclusively private
ownership of fresh water wet]ands would tend to hinder
sucl~ an approach; the prohab]e i.nterdependence and inter-
acti.on of coastal wetland.s could necessitate unitary
State action while the more random pattern of fresh water
wetlands might thwart such an attempt.: Mills vs. Murphy,
(Supra) at page 668.
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Further, Mr. Justice Kelleher in his partial dissent and
partial concurrence specifically state in the Mills case, "It is
obvious that (the Freshwater Wetlands Act) is a manifestation of
the General Assembly's concern ior a property owner whose
interest must give way to the public interest and the preserva-
tion of the environment" (Mills (Supra) at 674).

In a Superior Court case entitled Charles Trefes vs.
Edward Hayes, Director of the lle~artment o atural esources,
C.A. No. 2-1610, c~ealing—Ic i ect:l_y wiT t e Interti a Sal.t Marsh
Act (11-46 .l-1 G.I~.R.I.) w~i~h i5 a di.rcct ~redeccssor to a por-
ti.on of the Coastal Resourc~;s Man<~~;ement ~r.t, the court spcc i f i-
cally stated,

"The General Assembly has declarecl in '1'itic 11.,
Chapter 46.1-1 that salt marshes are necessary to
both finfish and shellfish to f.lourish if the
constitutional right o~ fishery is to be enjoyed by
our people. To give effect to this constitutional
right, it is within th~ police power of the state
to regulate the fillin~ of such marshes and to pre-
scribe a penalty for the violation of such regula-
tions. (Citing, J.M. A~ills, Inc. vs. M~~ur_~~h, 352 A.
2d 661 (1976)) ... It is the opinlon o t~ie Court
that the legislature, ~otwithstanding the delegation
of any other power or duty to the defendent, may
properly provide a penalty for an unpermitted fil-
ling of an intertidal salt marsh so long as the land-
owner's rights of due process are in some fashion
preserved." Decision - Trefes vs_H~es, C.A. No.
72-1610, Giannini, J. ~'agc 4.

The Council has promul~ated specif.ic rcgulations dealing
with intertidal salt marshe~ w}~ich rec~uire permits prior to and
set standards for alteratio~ thereoT. These regulations will con-
tinue and be modified to apply to all coastal wetlands as of
July 1, 1977.

The Taking Issue: The Council in promulgating various regulations
pertaining to areas under its direct regulatory control has often
been faced with "the taking issue." Our Supreme Court has stated
in an analogous case involving p~?lutants being introduced into
public waters that:

41Eminant domain applies only to a taking and not
a regulation with use uf private property. There is
sometimes a nice disti~ction between the two but in
this instance the distinction is plain. There is not
taking of private prop~rty involved. The right to
pollute public waters .~nd endanger public health can-
not be acquired as a p~i;T~te property right. Neither
a town nor an individu~l can acquire prescriptive
right to endanger public health by dischar~ing sewage
into public wa~ers ... (The law prohibiting pollution
of pu~lic waters) relates to the exercise os police
power and neither a mu~nicipal corporai.ion no an
individual can validly protest that the carryin~; af
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the act into effect imposes a greater cost upon it or
him than upon someone else, if the act can be fairly
considered to be in protection of the publ.ic health
and welfare." Board of Purification of Water vs.
East Providence, 47 R;I. 431 at 435.

In light of the re~soning in the East Providence case as
well as in light of decisions in sister jurisdictions, ~he Council
in promulgating regulations has actively and em~hatically weighed
all relevant issues. Where finding that an activity subject to
these regulations could harm the public and need therefore exists
to restrain the injurious private action, then and only then has
the Council sought to prohibit this action. See Sibson vs.
New Hamnshire,. NH (1975); 336 A.2d 339 which specifi-
cally states, 'An owner o nd has no absolute and unlimited
right to change the essential, natural character of his land so
as to u~c it for a~urpose f.or which i.t was unsuited in its
natural stand and which it injur.es thc ri.ghts of others," Also
see .Just v5. Mar:inette Count , 5G Wisconsin 2nd 7, 2Q1 Northwest
2nd, 7 G1. Z972 ; Can lestic~ Pro~ert Inc. vs. San Francisco
Ba Conservation Develo ment Commission, 1 Cal. App. 34 , 557,
8 a. Reporter 8; 1 70~~

In the case of Sherman vs. The Coastal Resources Management
Council, Superior Court C.A. No. 72- 90, Mr. ustice Lagueux in
his— ec~cision of remand back to the Coastal Resources Management
Council has in dicta stated that the Council in applying original
barrier beach regulations dated 1972 retroactively to plaintiff's
land denied the plaintiff the right to construct a summer home and
was in effect taking for public purpose without just compensation.
The Superior Court Justice went on to state that an inverse con-
demnation problem existed in this case in that there was a showing
made by the owner that he was deprived of all reasonable, bene-
ficial use of the property by applicatiorL of the regulation. This
case has not been appealed to the Supreme Court by the Council
for the reason that the regulation addressed by the Superior Court
,7udge in that aecision was extensive].y revised, rewritten and duly
adopted hy the Counci.l som~ months prior to the decision in the
Sherman case. The Barrier Beach Regulations presently in force
o~r —evcloped beaches do not flatly prohibit building but they

specifically set forth certain areas of these very fragile com-
plexes upon which building will be prohibited. Further, these
revised regulations are based on Findings of Fact that indicate
specific harm to the general public which would result if pro-
hibited alterations were permitted. These revised barrier beach
regulations have not been addressed by any court of law. The
Council, however, feels confident that they will be upheld if
challenged.
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Seaward Jurisdiction: As was previously set forth, the (;ouncil's
~uris ictlon over water areas extends from the mean high water
mark seaward to the limits of the territorial sea. It is we].1
settled law in the State of Rhode Island that the State }~olds
legal fee to all lands below mean high wate: ma:k at com~~ion law
(Allen vs. Allen, 19 RI 114; Ings vs. Peck}tam, 11 RI 210;
Brown vs. Go er, 13 RI 76; N~ent vs. Va~one, 91 RI 145). This
rig t o t e State is held by vlrt o~'its sovereignty in trust
for all the inhabitants. The public rights secured by this trust
are the rights of passage of navigation and of fishery to extend
to all land below high water unless the land has been so used,
built upon or occupied as to prevent passage of boats in a
natural ebb and flow of tide. This area of law clearly sets
forth the State's right to regulate the water area over which the
Council has direct regulatory jurisdiction.

Other Relevant Le al Actions: Of the remaining court cases which
are pen ing or have een decided by the Superior Court of the
State, none address substantive issues dealing with constitutional
provisions, Council authority or delegation of authority set
forth in the enabling legislation of the Council. Of the thirty
(30) or so cases which have been before the Superior Court of the
State of Rhode Island involving the Coastal Resources Management
Council since the Council's inception approximately seven (7)
have been remanded to the Counc.il for procedural defects. Tlie
majority of these cases remanded dealt with specific decisions
on applications rendered by the Council which were not supported
by the requisite probative evidence reauired under the Rhode
Island Administrative Procedures Act. These cases were remanded
back to the Council for further findings. The remaining cases
have either been dismissed voluntarily by agreement of the parties
or are still pending in the courts of this State. Approximately
seven to ten of the voluntarily dismissed cases were voluntarily
remanded back to the Council by agreem~nt of the parties in that
new regulations had been adopted by the Council which would sub-
stantively effect the prior decisions on appeal.

SummarY: There is little law on point dealing directly with the
Council's enabling legislation. However, there exists sufficient
law on analagous legislati~n both in Rhode Island and sister
jurisdictions to give the Counc~~ guidance in its rule making
process. ~lthou~h some ea~ly Council acci_sions led t}ic courts
to find procedural f~.ults in tlic hanaling of inaividual applica-
tions, these procedures have been extensively revised anc~.
reviewed in light of these decisions (see Procedures in Appendix B
of this document). Several court decisions further relate to
the fact that the Council in its early days af operation enforced
regulations absent of an overall management plan or program as
required by its enabling legislation. Such plans and programs
have now been promulgated ~y the Council as reQuired by State law
and are the subject matter of Federal approval under Section 306
of the Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972. These plans and pro-
grams (see Chapters 1-6) set forth the basis upon which individual
Council decisions will be made for revie~r both ~~ interested
citizens or reviewing courts.
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APPENDIX B: MANAGEMENT PROCEDURES

1. Definitions

1.1 AgencY; includes boards, commissions, departments or officers
thereof other than the legislature or the courts authorized by law
to make rules, determine contested cases or issue permits.

1.2 Contested case: means a proceeding in which the legal rights, duties
or privileges of a specific party are required to be determined by
the Council after an opportunity for hearing. A proceeding before
the Council shall be considered contested when a formal written
objection and/or request for hearing is received by the Council
from any interested party. Further, a proceeding shall be
considered contested upon request for hearing by any member of
the Council.

1.3 License: includes the whole or part of any agency permit, certificate,
approval, registration, charter or similar form of permission required
by law, but it does not include a license required solely for revenue
purposes.

1.4 Licensing: includes the agency process respecting the grant, denial,
renewal, renovation, suspension, annulment, withdrawal or amendment
of a license.

1.5 Parties: A person, agency or organization is a party to a proceeding
before the Council if:

(1) he or it is entitled to the status of a party under 42-35-1
of the General Laws or any other provision of law; or

(2) upon application for leave to intervene, he or it is allowed to
do so by the Council on the ground that

(a) such applicant is entitled by law to the status of a party; or
(b) such applicant could have been a complainant in such

proceeding; or
(c) such applicant has a complaint or a defense which has a

question of law or fact in common with the main proceeding;
provided that an application by an applicant described in
(2) or (3) shall be subject to the discretion of the Council.

1.6 Person: means any individual, partnership, corporation,association,
governmental subdivision, or public or private organization of any
character other than an agency.

l.7 Rule: means each agency statement of general applicability that
implements, interprets, or prescribes law or policy or describes the
organization, procedure, or practice requirements of any agency. The
term includes the amendment or repeal of a prior rule, but does not
include (1) statements concerning only the internal management of an
agency and not affecting private rights or procedures available to the
public, or (2) declaratory rulings issued pursuant to 42-35-8, or (3)
intra-agency memoranda~
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1.8 Council: means the Rhode Island
or, when the context permits, to
its staff, agents or employees.

Coastal Resources Management ~ouncil
individual members, subcommittees,

1.9 Council Office: refers to the offices of the Council at the Division
of Coastal Resources, Department of Natural Resources, 83 Park Street,
Providence, Rhode Island or any such address as may from time to
time be the location of the principal office of the Council.

1.10 Council meeting: means any meeting of the full Council or a subcommittee.

1.11 Priority of Use: as used in the Council shall reflect tf~e Cou~cil's
assessment o those uses deemed most likely to be consistent w~th
adopted Council Policies and Regulations. However, all applications
shall be reviewed on their individual merits and designation as a high
priority use shall not i~ any manner relieve an applicant for such a
use or activity of any burden of proof set forth under applicable
Council Policies and Regulations.

2. Meetings

The Council shall meet on the second Tuesday of each month or at the
call of the Chairman or Vice-Chairman. A quorum consists of nine members.
A majority vote of those present is required for action. The Council is
divided into subcommittees with varying functions as approved by the
Council and as set out by the Council in authorizing such subcommittees.
All meetings of the Council shall be open to the public and the public
shall have a reasonable opportunity to be heard.

The Council shall have subcommittees for hearings as appointed by
the chairman.

3. Application for Council Permits

3.1 Proposed actions requiring a Council permit:

(1) All developments or operations within, above or beneath tidal
waters below the mean high water mark extending out to the extent
of the state's jurisdiction in the territorial sea.

(2) The design, location, construction alteration of:

(a) Power generating and desalination plants;
(b) Chemical or petroleum processing, transfer or storage

facilities;
(c) Minerals extraction facilities;
(d) Shoreline protection facilities;
(e) Sewage treatment and disposal and solid waste disposal

facilities whether residential, municipal or industrial;

where the Council finds a reasonable probability of conflict
with adopted Managernent Regulations and Policies or damage to
the coastal environ~ent.

(3) Alteration of shoreline physiographical features or coastal
wetlands and all directly associated contiguous areas thereto.
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3.2 Information requirements, application forms and fees:

(1) Application forms (.CRMC 8-1/74) may be obtained from the
Coastal Resource:s Division, 83 Park Street, Providence,
Rhode Island 029~3 or by calling (401) 277-2476.

(2) An~application checklist/instruction sheet will be.
forwarded to eaah applicant together with required forms.

(3) Applicants must complete two (2),, forms and return them
together with a 535.00 processing fee to the Coastal
Resources Di:vision.

(4) Applicants must obtain.and certify that they have in their
possession current approvals from municipal bodi.es and other
agencies of state government which are or wo~ld be required
for the proposed action. This shall be construed as a man-
datory prerequisite for any application befare the Council.
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4. Notification and Review of Permit Applications

4.1 Notification

(1) Upon receipt of complete applications including necessary pl~ns
and attachments thereto which meet all the prerequisites of the
Council as set forth herein, the Council snall cause to plac~
public notice of the pendency of said application and a brief
description of the proposed activity.

(2) Public notice shall be sent to appropriate municipal agencies in the

area or areas so affected by the activity, appropriate quasi-
municipal and state agencies which may be affected by the proposed

activity, appropriate citizen interest groups, as well as state
and local officials in the area or areas of the proposed activity.

(3) It further shall be the policy of this Council that anyone interested

in receiving notice of the pendency of any application or ma~ter
pending before this Council which would be the subject matter of

this notification procedure, request to the Council in writing his
desire to receive such notification. This request may address itself

to receipt of notifica~ion of a single application, a group of

applications affecting an area or subject matter or a genera~

request of notifications of all applications and/or matters subject
to notification procedure, pending before the Council.

(4) The date of this notification shall commence a thirty (30) day

comment period where6y comments concerning the application sF~all

be received by the Council.

(5) In the event that during this thirty (30) day period formal

written objection and/or request for hearing is received by the

Coastal Resources Management Council for an interested party and

said formal written objection and/or request for hearing is sub-

stantiated by genuine and material reason therefore, the matter

shall then become a contested case under the rules and regulations

of this Council.

(6) Upon the expiration of the thirty (30) day pPriod,. the Council
shall consider the application including staff reports and
recommendations thereon, reports and recommendations from other

state and local agencies thereon,and comments thereon.

(.7) The Council shall further investigate and review the site of the

proposed activity through one or more of its own members.

(8) Thereafter, before a meeting of the Council, the application shall

be considered and acted upon.
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4.2 Contested Cases

(1) In the event an application or matter pending before this Council

becomes a contested case as defined herein, the Council shall then

schedule a public hearing before a duly authorized and appointed

Sub-Committee on the matter.

(2) Notice of this public hearing shall be in conformity with Title 42

Chapter 35 of the General Laws of the State of Rhode Island to

insure all parties be afforded an opportunity to be heard.

4.3 Hearings

(1) Hearings required or perm;tted shall be conducted in accordance with

appropriate rules of law and these rul.es and regulations. Hearings
may be before a duly appointed subcommittee or before the Council
as a whole, as designated by the Chairman in his sole discretion.

(2) I~ the case of hearings before a duly appointed subcommittee, the

full hearing shall be before such subcommittee. A record shall be

kept as provided herein. The subcommittee shall then report its

recommendations to the full Council. The record shall be available

to the full Council and all parties of record. After the subcommittee

recommendation is formally submitted to the full Council, parties may

request to be heard before the full Council. Said requests shall
be in writing at least seven (_7) days prior to the full Council
meeting, setting forth the reason why the interested party feels

they should be heard before the Council and a brief description of the
type of evidence and/or matters to be covered by the interested party.

(3) Upon hearing all of the facts and reviewing the record '+n its

entirety, the Council shall render its decision in accordance
with Chapter 42-35 of the General Laws.

(4) In any contested case, all parties shall be served with such notice

as may be provided for by law, or, in the absence of such provision,

as may be ordered by the Council.

(S) In the event formal withdrawal of pending written objection(s) to a
contested matter is received and/or requested by the objector and/or
interested party or representive,~it shall be within the sole discretion

of the Council to withdraw the matter as a contested case.

4.4 Pleadings

(1) Forms, A1l pleadings (including complaints, answers, motions and

petitions) shall be on white paper, 8 1/2" x 11" in size.

(2) Filing. Whenever a pleading or other document or paper is required

to be filed with the Council, it shall be filed in quadruplicate.

(3) Pleading. Any person (including the Council) filing a pleading
complaint or other document shall adhere to the following form
for such purpose: .
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At the top of the page shall appear the wording "Before the
Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Council,'' On the left
side of the page below the foregoing shall be set out: ''In the
Matter of (name of applicant)." Opposite the foregoing shall
appear the type of pleading offered or other properly labeled title.

The body of the pleading or other document shall be set out
in numbered paragraphs which (1) identify the parties by name and
address and (2) concisely state the facts which form the basis for
the pleading ar other pleading or documentation.

All pleadings (except those filed by and in the name of the
Council) shall be in writing and sworn to.

Upon th.e filing of an application and/or complaintthe Council,
if it has not already done so, shall assign a file number or docket
number to the proceeding and shall enter said number on th~ original
~f the pleading.

4.5 Cohsolidation; Separate Hearings

(1) When matters invalving a common question of law or fact are
pending before the Council, it may order a joint hearing of
any or all the matters at issue in the proceedings; it may order
all the proCeedings consolidated; and it may make such orders
concerning proceedings therein as may tend to avoid unnecessary
costs or delay.

(2) The Council, in furtherance of convenience or to avoid pre-
judice, may order a separate hearing of any matters or allegation
against any person or of any separate issue.

4.6 Prehearing Conference Rule

(1) In any proceeding the Council upon its own motion, or upon the
motion of one af the parties or their qualified representatives,
may in its discretion direct the parties or their qualified
representatives to appear at a specified time and place for a
conference to consider:

(a) the simplification of the issues;
(b) the necessity of amendments to the pleadings;
(c) the possibilicy of obtaining stipulations, admissions

of facts and of documents;
(d) the limitation of the number of expert witnesses;
(e) such other matters as may aid in the disposition of

the proceedings.

~2) The Council shall make an order or statement which recites the
action taken at the conference, the amendments allowed to the
pleadings or application and the agreements made by the parties
or their qualified representatives as to a~y of the matters
considered, including the settlement or simplification of
issues, and which limits the issues for hearing to tho~e not
disposed of by admissions or agreements; and such order or
statement shall control the subsequent co~rse of the p~oceeding
unless modified for good cause by subsequent order.
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4.7 Submission of Documentary Evidence in Advance

When practicable the Council may require:

(1) That all documentary evidence which is to be offered during

taking of evidence be submitted to the Council and to the
other parties to the proceeding sufficiently in advance of

such taking of evidence to permit study and preparation of
cross-examination and rebuttal evidence.

(2) That documentary evidence not submi:tted in advance, as may
be required by subdivision (1), may not be received in
evidence in the absence of a clear showing that the offering
part~ had good cause,.for his failure to produce the evidence

sooner.

(3). That the authenticity of all documents submitted in advance
in a proceeding in which such submission is required, be deemed
admitted unless objectiorr. thereto is filed prior to or at the
time of the hearing, except that a party will be permitted to
challenge such authenticity at a later time upon a clear
showing of good cause for failure to have filed such objection.

4.8 Excerpts from Documentary Evidence

When portions only of a document are to be relied upon, the
offering party shall prepare the pertinent excerpts, adequately
identified and shall supply copies of such excerpts, together
with a statement indicating the purpose for which such materials
will be offered, to the Council and to the other parties. Only
the excerpts, so prepared and submitted, shall be received in the
record. However, the whole of the original document shall be made
available for examination and for use by all parties to the proceeding.

4.9 Continuances

Any party who desires a continuance shall, immediately upon

receipt of notice of a hearing, or as soon thereafter as facts
required such continuance come to his knowledge, notify the Council
of said desire, stating in detail the reasons why such continuance

is necessary. The Council in passing upon a request for continuance~
shall consider whether such request was promptly and timely made.
For good cause shown, the Council may grant such a continuance and

may at any time order a continuance upon its own motion. During a
hearing, if it appears in the public interest or in the interest of
justice that further testimony or angument should be received, the
Council may in its discretion continue the hearing and fix the date
for introduction of additional evidence or presentation of a~gument.
Such oral notice shall constitute final notice of such continued
hea r i ng .
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4.10 Rules of Evidence

(1) Subject to the provisions of law and to the other provisions
of these rules, ail relevant evidence is admissible which,
in the opinion of the Council, is the best evidence reasonably
obtainable, having due rega~d for its necessity, availability
and trustworthiness. In passing upon the admissibility of
evidence, tha~Council shall give consideration to, but
(except to the extent required by law) shall not be bound
to follow, the ru~es of evidence governing civil proceedings,
in matters not in~olving trial by jury, in the Superior Court
of the State of Rhode Island.

(2) When objection is made to the admissibility of evidence,
such evidence may be received subject to a later ruling.
The Council may in its discretion, either with or without
objection, exclude inadmissible evidence or order cumulative
evidence discontinued. Parties objecting to the introduction
of evidence shall state the precise grounds of such objection
at the time such evidence is offered.

4.11 Reopening of Hearing

At an time after a hearin has been closed but fY q prior to filing
of decision, the Council may, on its own initiative or upon motion ~
by any party, reopen the proceeding to receive further evidence and/or
to hear further agrumernt. 1

4.12 Transcripts

Transcripts of testimony shall be available at the Council's
office for examination by any party to the proceeding until
expiration of the time during which any appeal or petition for
judicial review authorized by lew ma~ be ~iled. Thereafter such
a transcript shall not be available for examination by any person e.xcept
with the approval of the members of the Council after notice
to all parties to such proceeding. If any party files proceedings
for judicial review, the Council shall, upon request by any party,
supply to such party a copy or copies of the transcript of the pro-
ceedings before it at such reasonable charge as the Council shall
establish.

4.13 Findings of Fact

Any party may, at the conclusion of a hearing or within such
later time as may be fixed by the Council, submit to the Council
proposed findings of fact, copies thereaf to be served upon each
pairty to the proceeding.

5. Practice Before the Council

5.1 Any person may appear before the Council in his own behalf. Any
peirson or party who has an interest in any matter before the Council
may appoint an attorney to represent him before the Council. The
appointment must be made prior to the Council meeting.
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5.2 All persons appearing in proceedings before the Council in
a representative capacity shall conform to the standards of
conduct required of attorneys before the courts of Rhode Island.
If any such person does not conform to such standards, the Council
may decline to permit such person to appear in a representative
capacity in any proceeding before the Council.

6. Preliminary Investigations

6.1 Whenever authorized by law, the Councit may conduct pre-
liminary investigations into matters under its jurisdiction.
Upon the completion of such investigations:

(1) if the Council shall make a determination that a violation
probably has not been or is not being engaged in, the
Council shall proceed no further;

(2) if the Council shall make a determination that a
violation probably has been or is being engaged in,
the Council shall proceed as provided by law.

7. Final Decisions of the Council

7.1 Final decisions or orders adverse to a party in a contested
case shall be in writing and made part of the record. The final
decisions shall include findings of fact and conclusions of law
separately stated.

7.2 Findings of Fact

If set forth~, the statutory language shall be accompanied by
a concise and explicit statement of the underlying facts supporting
the findings. These facts shall be based exclusively upon the
record and matters officially noticed. The parties shall be
notified of the decisions and owners and upon request a copy of
the decision and order shall be mailed or delivered forthwith to each
party and to his attorney of record.

,
8. Service of Process

8.1 Bv Whom Served. The Council shall cause to be served all orders,
notices and other papers issued by it, together with.any other papers
which it is required by law to serve. Every other paper shall be
served or caused to be served by the party filing it,

8.2 By Whom Served. All papers served by either the Council or any party
shall be served upon all representatives of record at the time of
such filing and upon parties not represented by counsel or upon their
agents designated by them or by law. Any representative entering an
appearance subsequent to the initiation of the proceeding shall notify
all other representatives then of record and all parties not represented
of such fact.
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8.3 Service Upon_ Parties. The final order, and any other paper r~quired
to be served by the agency upon a party, shall be served upoin such
party or upon the agent designated by him or by law to receive
service of such papers, and a copy shall be furnished to representatives
of record.

8.4 Method of Service. Service of papers shall be made personally or,
unless otherwise provided by law, by first class registered or
certified mail, or telegraph.

8.5 When Service Complete. Service upon parties shall be regarded
as complete: by mail, upon deposit in the United States mail
prop~rly stamped and addressed; by telegraph, when deposited
with a telegraph company properly addressed and with charges
prepaid.

$.6 Filing with Council. ~apers required to be filed with the Council
s'h.all be deemed filed upon actual receipt by the Council at r_he
Council's office.

9. Declaratory Rulings

9.1 Petitions

As prescribed by section 42-35-~, G.L. 1956, as amended,any
interested person may petition the Council for a declaratory ruling.
Within a reasonable time, and at the discretion of the Council,
the Council shall:

(1) issue a binding declaratory rule; or

(2) issue a non-binding declaratory ruling; or

(3) notify the petitioner and interested parties of record that no
declaratory ruling is to be issued.

10. Judicial Review of Contested Cases

10.1 Any person who has exhausted all administrative remedies
available to him within the agency, and who is aggrieved by a
final decision in a contested case is entitled to judicial
review under this chapter. This section does not limit utiliization
of or the scope of judAcial review available under other means
of review, redress, relief, or trial de novo provided by law,
Any preliminary, procedural, or intermediate agency act or ruling
is immediately reviewable in any case in which review of the final
agency decision would not provide an adequate remedy.

10.2 Proceedings for review are instituted by filing a complaint
in the superior court of Providence county within thirty (30) days
after mailing notice of the final decision of the agency or, if
a rehearing is requested, within thirty (30) days after the decision
thereon, provided, however, that any person who is aggrieved by
a final decision concerning the assessment or determination of any
tax, interest or penalty made by the tax administrator must pay the
amount of such tax, interest or penalty to said administrator as a
prerequisite to the fiting of such complaint. Copies of the
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complaint shall be served upon the agency and all other parties of
record in the manner prescribed by applicable procedural rules.

10.3 The filing of the complaint does not itself stay enforcement
of the agency decision. The agency may grant, or the reviewing
court may order,a stay upon appropriate terms.

10.4 Within thirty (30) days after the service of the complaint,
or within further time allowed by the court, the agency shall
transmit to the reviewing court the original or a certified copy
of the entire record of the proceeding under review. By stipulation
of all parties to the review proceedings, the record may be
shortened. Any party unreasonably refusing to stipulate to limit
the record may be taxed by the court for the additional costs.
The cour.ts may require or permit subsequent_corrections or
additions to the record,

10.5 If, before the date set for hearing, application is made to
the court for leave to present additional evidence, and it is
shown to the satisfaction of the court that the additional
evidence is material and that there were good reasons for failure
to present it in the proceeding before the agency, the court may
order that the additional evidence be taken before the agency
upon conditions determined by the court. The agency may modify
its findings and decision by reason of the additional evidence
and shall file that evidence and any modifications, new findings
or decisions with the reviewing court.

10.6 The review shalt be conducted by the court without a jury
and shall be confined to the record. In cases of alleged irregularities
in procedure before the agency, not shown in the record, proofi
thereon may be taken in the court. The court, upon request, shall
hear oral argument and receive written briefs.

10.7 The court shall not substitute its judgement for that of the
agency as to the weight of the evidence on questions of fact. The
court may affirm the decision of the agency or remand the case for
further proceedings, or it may reverse or modify the decision if
substantial rights of the appellant have been prejudiced because
the administrative findings, inferences, conclusions or decisions are:

(1) in violation of constitutional or statutory provisions;
(2) in excess of the statutory authority of the agency;
(3) made upon unlawful procedure;
(4) affected by other error of law;
(5) clearly erroneous in view of the relia ble, probative, and sub-

stantial evidence on the whole record; or
(6) arbitrary or capricious or characterized by abuse of discretion

or clearly unwarranted exercise of discretion.
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11. Adoption of Management Policies

11.1 Adoption of Management Policies and rule mak.i~.ng shall be in
accordance with Title 42 Ghapter 35 of the General Laws of the State
o~ Rh~ode I~sland~and, fu_rther in accordance with the rules and
r~gul~ations and procedures set forth herein.

1 1. 2 I~n add i~t i or~ to othe r ru l e mak i ng requ i rements i mposed by
law, the Council shall:
(1) adopt as a rule a description or its organization, stating

the general course and method of its operations and
the methods whereby the public may obtain information or make
submissions or requests;

(2) adopt rules of practice, setting forth the nature and
requirements of all formal and informal procedures available,
and includingadescription of all forms and instructions used
by the agency;

(3) make available for public inspection all rules and all other
written statements of policy or interpretations formulated,
adopted, oe used by the agency in the discharge of its functions;

(4) make available.for public inspection all final orders, decisions
and opinions.

11.3 No Council rule, order, or decision is valid or effective
against any person or party, nor may it be invoked by the Council
for any purpose, until it has been made available for public
i~spection as herein required, except that this provision is not
a~plicable in favor of any person or party who has actual know-
ledge thereof.

11.4 Prior to the adoption, amendment, or repeal of any rule
the Council shall:
(1) give at least thicty (30) days' notice of its intended action.

The notice shall include a statement of either the terms or sub-
stance of the intended action or a description of the subjects
and issues involved,, and of the time when, the place where,
and the manner in which interested persons may present their
views thereon. Th~e notice shall be mailed to all persons who
have made timely request of the Council for advance notice of
its rule-making ~roceedings, and published in a newspaper or
newspapers havin~ aggregate general circulation throughout
the state, provi~ed, however, that if said action is limited
in its applicability to a particular area, then said publication
may be in a newspaper having general circulation in said area.

(2) afford all interested persons reasonable opportunity to submit
data, views, or agr.uments, orally or in writing. In case of sub-
stantive rules, opportunity for oral hearing must be granted if
requested by tweraty-five (25) persons or by a governmental
subdivision or agency, or by an association having not less
than twenty-five (25). members. The Council shall consider
fully all written and oral submissions respecting the pro-
posed rule. Upon adoption of a rule, the Council, if
requested to do so by an interested person, either prior to
adoption or within thirty (30) days thereafter, shall issue

' a concise statement of the principal reasons for and against
its adoption, incorporating therein its reasons for overruling
the considerations urged against its adoption.
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11.5 If the Council finds than an imminent peril to the pubiic
health, safety or welfare requires adoption of a rule upon less

than thrity (30) days' notice, and states in writing•its reasons

for that finding, it may proceed without prior notice or hearing

or upon any abbreviated notice and h~aring that it finds

practicable, to adopt an emergency rule. The rule so adopted

may be effective for a period of not longer than one hundred

twenty (120) days renewable once for a period not exceeding
ninety (g0) days.

11.6 No rule hereafter adopted is valid unless adopted in sub-
stantial compliance with this section, but no contest of any

rule on the ground of non-compliance with the pracedural
requirements of this section may be commenced after two (2)
years from its effective date.

11.7 Filing and Taking Effect of Rules

(1) The Council shall file forthwith in the office of the secretary
of state a certified copy of each rule adopted by it. The

secretary of state shall keep a permanent register of the

rules open to public inspection.

(2) Each rule hereafter adopted is effective twenty (20) days
after filing, except that:
(1) if a later date is required by statute or specified in

the rule ,the later date is the effective date;
(2) subject to applicable constitutional or statutory pro-

visions, an emergency rule may become effective
immediately ~pon filing with the secretary of state, or
at a stated date less than twenty (20) days thereafter,
if the Council finds that this effective date is
necessary because of imminent perils to the public
health, safety, or welfare. The Council's finding
and a brief statement of the reasons therefor shall be
filed with the rule in the office of the secretary of
state. The Council shall take appropriate measures
to make emergency rules known to the persons who may
be affected by them.

11.~ Petition for. Adoption of Rules

Any interested person may petition the Council request~ing
the promulgation, amendment or repeal of any rule. The Council
shali prescribe by rule the form for petitions and the procedure
for their submission, consideration, and disposition. Upon
submission of a petition, the Council within thirty (30) days
shall either deny the petition in writing (stating its reasons
for the denials) or initiate rule-making proceedings. .
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11.9 Declaratory Judqement on Val idity or Appl icabi 1 ity of Rules

The validity or applicability of any rule may be determined
in an action for declaratory judgement in the superior court of
Providence county, when it is alleged tha the rule, or its
threatened application, interferes with or impairs, or threatens
to interfere with or impair, the legal rights or privileges of the
plaintiff. The Council shall be made a party to the action.
A declaratory judgement may be rendered whether or not the
plaintiff has requested the Council to pass upon the validity
or applicability of the rule in question.

11.10 Declaratory RulinQs

The Council shall provide for the filing and prompt disposition
of petitions for declaratory rulings as to the applicability of
any statutory provision or of any rule or order of the agency.
Rulings disposing of petitions have the same status as Council
decisions or orders in contested cases.
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12• Consistent Federal Actions:

12.1 Federal Activities and Development Projects:

(1) Federal agencies shall provide the Council routine
and timely notification of all proposed activities
and development projects in the Rhode Island coastal
region.

(2) They shall further provide the Council such notification
of all proposed activities and development projects
likely to directly affect, but not actually located
in the state's coastal region. Sucn activities and
projects include, but are not limited to: ~

a. OCS oil and gas leasing actions;
b. Planning, construction or modification of public

works projects, major facilities or installations
within the state of Rhode Island but not •
within the coastal region.*

(3) The Council shall construe "timely notification" as
follows:

a. Notification must be in writing and submitted
at the earliest practicable time, at a minimum
120 days prior to the stage at which alternatives
to the proposed action may no longer reasonably
be considered.

b. Notification may be submitted directly to the
Council or via the state's designated A-95
clearinghouse, the Rhode Island Statewide
Planning Program.

c. Notification must indicate the involved agency's
assessment of its consistency or lack thereof
with applicable provisions of the Rhode Island
Coastal Resources Management Program. Such,
assessment must address specific Council Manage-
ment Regulations and Policies in order for the
Council to evaluate and respond to federal
determinations of consistency.

d. Notification shall describe the proposed action
or project in sufficient detail, including as
appropriate facility development plans, maps
and engineering drawings, that the Council may
independently evaluate its consistency with
specific D~anagement Regulations and Policies
and the various permissibility standards and
criteria contained in them.

* Because of the extremely small size of the state of Rhode Island
the Council finds that any of these proposed actions/developments,
if sited within the state's territorial boundaries, will have
"c~irect effects" on t~e coastal region as defined by NOAA regulations.
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(4j The Council shall notify agencies proposing ac~ivities
and development projects under this section of its
agreement or disagreement with their consistency
determination within sixty (60) days of receiving
said determination and supporting documentation
as described under (3);c and d, above; provided
that the Council reserves the right to request
additional time and/or information where necessary.
The Council recognizes, however, that such a request
is not binding on the affected agency, but trusts
that it will be honored in a spirit of mutual cooperation.

(5) Where the Council disagrees with an agency determination
of consistency it shall indicate the nature of its
objection with specific reference to applicable
Management Regulations and Policies as contained in the
Coastal Resources r9anagement Program. Wherever feasible
it shall recommend alternatives to or modifications of
the proposed action that would render it consistent with
said applicable provisions.

(6) It shall be the Council's policy to resolve state-
federal disagreements on the consistency of proposed
actions and developments through direct negot~ation
and consultation with the affected agency. It is the
Council's belief that the majority of disagreements
can be amicably resolved in this manner. The Council
may also utilize the Federal Advisory Committee as a
forum for cooperatively resolving federal consistency
disagreements.

12,2 Federally Licensed and Permitted Activities:

(1) Federal agencies shall not approve any license or
permit for which requisite state permits or licenses
required under the various provisions of the Rhode
Island Coastal Resources Management Program have not
been obtained.

(2) For purposes of said Program such state permits an~/dr
licenses alone shall be deemed valid certification of
consistency for all actions likely to affect l~nd
or water uses in the Rhode Island coastal regian.
Failure to obtain such state permits and/or licenses
and to certify to the federal licensing or permitting
agency that they have been obtained shall in itself be
deemed conclusive evidence of inconsistency with the
Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Program. The
Council shall make no evaluations or determinations of
consistency or lack thereof separate from or in addition
to the above referenced state permits and/or licenses,

(3) ".Requisite state permits and/or licenses" as referenced
under(1) and(2) above shall include all Council permits
and/or other state level permitting actions which
under the provisions of Title 46, Chapter 23 of the
General Laws must be undertaken con~istently with
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the Man~gement Regulations and Policies set forth
in the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Program.

(4) "Requisite state permits and/or licenses" shall
further specifically apply to the following categories
of federally licensed or permitted activities proposed
for areas outside the coastal region* where the Council
finds a reasonable probability of conflict with any
applicable provision of the Coastal Resources Management
Program and/or damage to the coastal environment:

Design, location, coiistruction, alteration, and operation oi:
a. Power generating and desalination plants;
b. Chemical or~petroleum processing, transfer or

storage;
c. Minerals extraction;
d. Sewage treatment and disposal and solid waste

disposal facilities.

~~~ State' consisten.cy~ determin~.tions in the fo~m. of
"requisite state permits and/or licenses" shall in
all cases be subject to the notification, hearing
and appeals provisions of the Rhode Island Administrative
Procedures Act as reflected in Council Proced.ural
Policies and Regulations.

(6) Where the Council finds issuance of a state permit and/or
license to be inconsistent with applicable provisions
of the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management
Program it shall deny said permit and/or license.
Such denial shall in all cases indicate the nature
of the inconsistency with reference to specific applicable
provisions of the Coastal Resources Management Program.
Alternatives to or modifications of the proposed action
which would render it consistent with the Program
shall be recommended where feasible. The applicant
shall further be notified of his right to appeal the
Council finding of inconsistency to the Secretary of
Commerce.

(7) The Council will provide routine and timely notification
to appropriate federal permit and license issuing agencies
and to the Associate Administrator for Coastal Zone
Management of all state permit and/or licensing actions
subject to this section.

Again, the state's small land area prevents greater geographic
specificity.
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12.3 Federally Licensed and Permitted Activities Described
In OCS Plans:

(1) Persons submitting any plan for the exploration,
development or production of OCS oil and/or gas to the
Department of Interior shall at the same time submit
a copy of this plan together witii an evaluation of its
consistency with the Rhode Island Coastal Resources
Management Program to the Council.

(2) Said plan and evaluation must specifically address
the consistency of all federally licensed or permitted
activities and/or facilities proposed and described
witn applicable provisions of the Coastal Resources
Manageanent Program relating to:

a. Commerce and Industry Related to OCS Oil and
Gas Exploration

b. Processing, Transfer and Storage of Petroleum
Products

(3} Said plan and evaluation must contain comprehensive
information including:

a. The affected ocean area;
b. Number of wells to be drilled;
c. D.rilling vessels, platforms and other of~shore

structures;
d. ~nvironmenLally sensitive or hazardous areas

discovered during exploration or development
and actions proposed to preserve or assure safety
for such areas;

e. Procedures and ec{uipr.►ent for preventing and
cleaning up oil spills;

f. Location, type and size of onshore support
facilities and estimates of land requirements~

g. Number of persons expected to be employed at
offshore and onshore support facilities;

h. Travel routes f.or boats and aircraft;
i. Estimates of significant demands for major

supplies, equipment, goods, services or other
resources within coastal jurisdiction;

j. Means for oil and gas transport, routes, and
the estimated quantity of resources moving along
such routes ; drid

k. The likely timing and impact resulting from
completion and shutdown of production.

(4) Federally licensed or permitted a.ctivities and/or
facilities which must be addressed shall include, but

are not limited to:
a. Drilling permit~~
b. Platform siting and construction;
c. Pipeline siting and construction;
d. Siting and cons~ruction of other structuxes in

navigable waters~
e. Waste and dredgedm~ater.ial desposal;
f. Siting, construction and operation of ON~S related

service-support, gas or oil processing, transfer or

storage fac9liti,es.
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(S) The Council shall review OCS plans and consistency
evaluations for consis'tency with specific applicable
provisions of the Rhode Island Coastal Resources
Management Program and shall hold public hearings
as provided for in Council Procedural Rules and
Regulations pursuant to this review.

(6) The Council shall notify the applicant, the federal
license or permitting agencies, the Secretary of
Interior and the Secretary of Commerce of its findings
within a period not to exceed six (6) months after
receipt of the OCS plan, consistency evaluation and
supporting inforrnation.

(7) Where the Council finds that any proposed activity will
be inconsistent with the Coastal Resources Management
Program it shall indicate the nature of such inconsistency(s)
with specific reference to applicable provisions of
said Program. Alternatives to or modification of the
proposed activity(s) whicli would render it/them
consistent with the Program shall be recommended where
f.easible. The applicant shall further be notified of
his right to appeal the Council's finding of inconsistency
to the Secretary o~f Commerce.

12.4 Federal Assistance to State and Local Governments:

(1) "Federal assistance" shall include any grant, loan,
contract, subsidy, guarantee, insurance or other form of
financial aid by a federal agency to a unit of state or
local government for any purpose demonstrating a reason-
able probability of affecting Rhode Island's.coastal region.

(2) Pursuant to the objectives of Office of Management
and Budget Circular A-95, the Rhode Island Statewide
Planning Program implements the policies and directives
of Title 4 of the Intergovernmental Cooperation Act of
1968 by acting as the Rhode Island clearinghouse for
the Project Notification and Review (A-95) system.
This process subjects all state and local applications
for federal assistance under designated categorical
and block grant pro~rams to review for environmental
impact and coordination with state, areawide and local
planning.

(3) As part of its obligations as the State's A-95 clearing-
house and as a cooperating agency within the Rhode Island
Coastal Resources Nanagement Prograr.i the Statewide
Planning Program reviews all applications for federal
assistance for conformance with the Management Regulations
and Policies set forth in the Coastal Resources Man-
agement Program. It furtner submits all such applications
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for federal assistance to the Council for review and
comment.*

(4) Within the time limits provided for A-95 review the
Council shall notify the Statewide Planning Program
of the ccnsistency or lack thereof of all actions,
programs or developments prapc~ed for federal
assistance with applicable provisions of the Rhode Island
Coastal Resources Management Program.

(5) Where the Council finds inconsistency(s) it shall indicate
the nature of such inconsistency with specific reference
to applicable provisions of the Coastal Resources
Management Program. Alternatives to or modification
of the proposed action(s), program(s) or development(s)
which would render it/them consistent with the Program
shall be recommended where feasible.

(6) It shall be the responsibility of the Statewide Planning
Program to forward notification of Council consistency
determinations to affected federal, state and/or local
units of government. I

(7) Where inconsistency with the Coastal Resources Managemerit
Program is found and suitable alternatives or modification~
are not available or are deemed unacceptable by the ~
grant administering and or applicant agency(s) the
Council shall seek to resolve conflicts through direct
negotiation. It is the Council's belief that the
majority of disagreements can be amicably resolved
in this manner.

(8) The Council shall notify effected agencies of their
right to appeal its findings to or seek mediation
through the Secretary of Commerce.

* Because of Rhode Island's limited geographic area the C,flunCil
finds that any in-state fedei-ally assisted state or local project
may a£~ect the state's coastal region or uses of that region. It
shall, therefore, review all such assistance and applications theref
within the territorial boundaries of the State of Rhode Island.
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APPENDIX C: HOW RHODE ISLAND ADDRESSES THE REQUIREMENTS OF THE
FEDERAL COASTAL ZONE MANAGEMENT ACT

C-1. Determination of Use Permissibility and Priorities

1. Federat Requirements:

Under section 305(b)(2) of the Federal Act the state is obliga-
ted to develop and apply a procedure for defining permissible land
and water uses in the coastal zone. This procedu.re must be based~on
an inventory and assessment of coastal resources, the environmental
impacts associated with their use and a definition of direct and
significant impact on coastal waters. Permissible uses are to be
identified from among those uses exercising such direct and signifi-
cant impacts. Permissibility may be dealt with in a variety of ways
including the setting forth of specific policies, performance stan-
dards, lists or conditions.

Under section 305(b)(5) of the Federal Act the state is required
to develop broad po~icies or guidelines governing relative priorities
of permissibte use. Such priorities must apply to the entire coastal
zone, specific resource types and specific geographic areas. In
association with determinations of permissibility they are to estab-
lish the direction and provide the foundation for coastal management
policies and regulations. Priorities must reflect state and local
needs, use impacts, management objectives, consideration of the
national interest and water dependency.

2.. Resource Inventorying and Assessment:

Rhode Island's coastal inventory effort involves the compilation
and evaluation of information on the state's coastal and marine re-
sources gathered from a number of sources including three universi-
t i~, state and federal agencies and laboratories. Evaluation of ~his
data base began in tg71 and is stitl underway. Where existing
information has been found deficient for management purposes the
Co~ncil has sponsored needed research projects including evaluation
of the state's barrier beaches, commercial fisheries, marine sand and
gravel deposits, coastal natural areas, and the Bay Islands Park.

Rhode Island's coastal ecosystems, including both natural and
human dominated systems, have been identified. The sensitivities of
these to various uses and activities has been assessed as have the
limitations and/or opportunities each system presents for use. The
major conclusions of this inventory are reflected in Findings of Fact
which serve as the basis for Council Management Regulations and
Policies.



C-2

3• Definition of "Direct and Si nificant Impact":

In describing the Council's management responsibilities, the
General Assembly sets forth three basic criteria for identifying uses
having direct and significant impacts on the state's coastal resources
(46-23-66, G.L.R.I.; see App. A). Such uses meet any or all of the
fotlowing tests:

(1) They affect or are affected by (coastal) resource management
plans or programs;

(2) They affect the suitability of particular areas for uses or
activities to which they are allocated by such coastal resources
management pians or programs;

(3) They significantl~ affect the environment of the coastal region.

4. State Criteria for ldentifying Permissible and Prohibited Uses:

Under 46-23-6A(e) G.L.R.I. (see App. A) the Council is charged
to develop management plans and programs on the basis af its inventory
and assessment efforts. These plans and programs must "iden~ify per-
mitted uses, locations, protection measures and so forth." Ten
specific legislative criteria for identifying such uses, locations
and measures are also set forth under this section.

The Council's response to the above charge has been to promulgate
Policies and Regulations. Each area for which these have been adopted
specifies permissible and prohibited uses or, as is more appropriate
in many instances, the specific considerations the Council w611 weigh
in determining the permissibility of a given use in a particular
situation. These considerations, or burdens of proof, reflect the
ten above referenced legislative criteria as interpreted by ~he
Council through Findings of Fact.

5. Broad State Priorities for Managing the Coasrat Region:

The General Assembly set forth the underlying priorities for
managing the coastal region (see App. A). Highest priority is given
to environmental protection wi~h preservation and restoration of
ecological systems set forth as the principal objective against which
environmental alteration of coastal resources "will be measured,
judged and regulated." However, the legislature also recogn'ozed the
commercial, industrial and recreational value of the coastat region
arod provided, therefore, that all proposed uses be measured against
other social priorities including protection of public health, safety
arad economic welfare.
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The Coastal Region Priority Use Map (see Foldout Map 1) provides
a visual bridge between these broad legislative priorities, the State
Guude Ptan and specific Council Policies and Regulations. The 13
broad categories of lands and tidal waters indicated on the map
identify lands which because of the nature or public value of their
present use are preempted (not available for other activities) and
broad priorities of use for those lands and waters that remain. Map
preparation methodology and techniques are described in greater
detail in Figure C-1 and Table C-1).

The map provides an overview of the geographic application of
Council Policies and Regulations. In itself., however, it cannot be
used to determine the perm.issibility of specific actions in particular
geographic areas. Such determinations can onty be made on the basis
of the various standards and criteria, set forth in Council regulations.
In order to facilitate the readers appreciation of the correlation
between mapped use categories and specific regulations this relationship
has been indicated in Table C-2 which also summarizes broad permissibility
standards and use priorities as reflected in these regulations.

Appreciating the context within which Rhode Island's Coastal
Resources Management Program witl be implemented also requires that
the limitations of the Coastal Region Priority Use Map be clearly
recognized. It is a computer product and deals with land use in
uniform ten acre grid cells. Many coastal features and uses are too
small to show up in these cells. Since land uses within individual
grid celts sometimes vary, the priority use designation made by the
computer often does not accurately reflect all uses within t~e cell.
While hand corrections have been made where possible, all such
inconsistencies have not been eliminated.

6. Use Priorities for Specific Coastal Resources and Areas:

Use priorities are an integrat component of Council Policies
and Regulations. As incorporated in these specific negotations,
priorities bear the same relationship to. legTslative criteria as
do permissibility considerations, reflecting the Council's assess-
ment (indicated in Findings of Fact) of relevant management pro-
blems, issues and needs.
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Figure C-1

MEHTODOLOGY FOR PREPARATION OF PRIORITIES OF USE IN

RHODE ISLAND'S COASTAL REGION MAP (FOLDOUT MAP 2)

The"Priorities of Use in ~hode Island's Coa:tal Region
~tap" was drawn using the Statewide Planning Program's
Environmental Inventory. Tlie Environmental Inventory
utilizes computer technology to ~ystematically compile
information on the state's natural and man-made environment.
~ standardized coding format based on tlle Universal
Transverse ~lercator coordinate system is used. 7'he basic
coding unit used For in£ormafion storage in tlle inventory
is a grid cell measuring ?00 x 200 ineters and having an
area of 4 hectares (app:oximately 10 acres). Presently
20 elements have been inventoried and coded £or computer
storage. 'Ci~is system allows the easy manipulation of
inventory elements to ~etermine land capabilitv. Flan~
corrections are then adled as neces~ary.

~• ~lethodo7 ogy for `•lap Preparation

Identification Desi~nation

1. Federally O~aned Designation: Federal L
iands (Excluded from
the Coastal Re~ion)

Conservation
2 Designate Lands Already

committed to a specifi~ Recreation
use:

Higher Intensity Use

i•ledium/Lower Intensit

:i Identify lgricultural Lands ~ Agriculture

a Determine Priority Uses for
lands whose use is not
already determined

~ ~ Land Serviced w/ PublicWater and Sewer

6 Land serviced with public ~
water and has soils suitable ,
for septic systems

7 Land with soils unsuitable
for septic systems and/or Land with Development
located in a flood liazard Constraints
area and/or located in a
public water system area
and/or Uordering class ~
or SA waters

8 ~Remaining Lands Rural Resource Land
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CATEGORIES•OF.PRIORITY USES

CONSERVaTION (19,097 acres)

Category 1 - salt water and freshwater wetlands
- wildlife refuges .
- coastal natural areas

RECREATION (6,130 acres) ~

Category 2 - recreation areas listed in the state Recreation Plan
- land designated for inclusion in the Bay Islands Park

AGRICULTUiL~L LANDS (12,d60 acres)

Category 3 - tilled or tillable land upon ivhich a crop is being
or has recently been produced

- act.ively managed orchards and nurseries

HIGHER INTENSITY DEVELOPbfENT (32,030 acres)

. Existing Land Uses
Category 4 - ense resi ential areas

- industrial and commercial areas
- transportation
- mining lands
- waste disposal sites (landfills, junkyards,

and filter beds.)

. Lands Suitable for Higher Intensity Develo~ment
- areas servic~ec —by pu lic water an sewers
- industrial sites identified in the state

Land Use Plan

MEDIUM/LOiVER INTENSITY DEVELOPMENT (44,650 acres)

Exist~in~~~g
Category 5

~~Land_ _Uses
- Tow an3 me3ium residential

. Lands Suitable for btedium/Lower Intensity Development
- areas service wi pu ic water wi soi s

suitable for septic systems

LANDS IVITH DEVELOPMENT CONSTRAINTS (13,910 acres)

Category 6 - flood hazard areas
- soils that are poorly drained or shaliow to bedrock
- land within 400 feet of a public water supply well
- land adjacent to water bodies classified A or.S.;

RURAL/RESOURCE LAVD (44,240 acres)

Category 7 - all other open land in the Coastal Region

FEDERALLY OWNED LAND$ (6,690 acres)

Category 8 - lands excluded from the Rhode Island Coastal Zone

Category 9 TIDAL WATERS*

- Conservation/lower intensity use
- P[ultiple Use Recreation
- F[igh Intensity Recreation
- Multiple Use
- Urban

* See Findings and Policies in Estuaries and Coastal Ponds for
a description of how priority uses were determined.

%~r ~ \

~



Policy Category

i. Conservation
(l~~ Conservation and

Management Areas
(2) tiistoric Preservation
(3) Research
(4) Coastal Wetlands
(5) Cliffs and Bluffs
(6) Freshwater Wetlands
(7) Undeveloped Beaches an

Barrier BeachEs

2. Recreation
(1) Public Access to the

Shore
(2) Public Beaches ~ Parks
(3) Recreational Boating

Facilities
(4) Tlie Bay Islands Park

TABLE C-2

SUMMARY OF PERMISSIBLE AND PRIORITY USES

Section Ref. Per.missibility Standards~

4.3

4. 5
4.6
1.2.4
1.2.3
2.5.3
1.2.2

!~~

4.2
4.4

4.7

Permissibility of contiguous
uses will be evaluated on the
basis of likely interference
with or damage to:

- Conservation and habitat
management obJectives;

- Historic siies;
- Data acquisition programs;
- Unique, fragile and/or
highly productive natural
features and areas.

Permissibility of contiguous
uses will be evaluated on the
basis of likely interference
with or clamage to public recrea-
tional use and enjoyment of
public waters, shorelands and
scenic natural resources.

Priorities tif Use

Uses consis~ent with mainte-
nance or enhancement of the con-
servation, historical, cultural,
aesthetic and educational value
of coastal resources have
highest priority.

IJses consistent with the
aesthetic quality of, increased
public access to, use and enjoy-
ment of recreational facilities
consistent with environmental
preservation shall have highest
priority.

~
Permissibility standards are reflected in sPecific tests and criteria and/or prohibitions incorporated
in Council hianagem~nt Regulations and Polici~so Note appropriate page references.



Policy Category

Hi her Intensit Develo ment
1 Urban Water ront ~ Ports

(2) Minerals Extraction
(3) Commerce ~ Industry
(4) Residential Development
(5) Siting ~, Operation of

Electrical Generating plant
(6) Transfer of Petroleum Pro-

ducts
(7) Storage of Petroleum Pro-

ducts
(8) Processing of Petroleum

Prod~.zcts
(9) Transportation Routes ~,

Facilities

A4edium ~, Lower Intensit~Develop-
ments
~—Residential Development

Section Ref.

5.2
2.3
5.4
5.1
6.2

~ 6. 3

6.4

6.5

5.5

5.1

~
Permissibility Standards

Permissibility will be evalu-
ated on the basis of:
- Demonstrated need for a
waterfront location;

- Suitability of proposed
sites;

- Effects on surrounding uses
and areas;

- Availability of and demands
on public services ;

- Economic impacts;
- Compliance with applicable
local, federal ~ state
environmental and safety
regulations;

- Consistency with the Stat
Guide Plan F, other relevant
plans.

Permissibility will be evalu-
ated on the basis of consis-
tency with Council Management
Regulations and Policies
applicable to:
- Affected sites or areas (se
in particular Conservation
Recreation, 1 and 2 above).

- Flood hazard and erosion ~

Priorities of Use

A high priority shall be thf
concentration of intensive
or large scale developments
in areas already provided
with public services such a~
sewers, water and transpor-
tation links.
Low priorities shall be non-
water dependent development
of the shoreline and exten-
~ion of intensive developmer
into areas not already com-
mitted to it.

A high priority use shall be
residential development con-
sistent with maintenance of
high recreational, scenic anc
environmental quality.
Low priorities shall be
intensive or Iarge scale
de~Felopment and/or develop-
ment of flood or erosion

prone areas prone areas.
Sewage treatment ~ disposal
Major facility siting



Policy Categor~~
~

Section Ref. Permissibility StaTldarcls Priorities of Use

S. Agricultural Lands

6. Land With Develo ment Constraints

2.5.1

1.3

See 4 above.

Development will only be permit~
ted where and to an extent con-1 Floo Hazar Areas

(2) Coastal Erosion Areas 1.4 sistent with such natural con-

(3) Public Water Supplies 2.5.5 straints as vulnerability to
coastal flooding and erosion
and maintenance of high water
quality.

7. Riiral Resource Lands See 4, above.

(1) For.est ~ Forest Transition 2.5.Z
Lands

3. Fec~eral Lands Ex-cluded from the coastal
region.

9. Conservation/Low Intensity Use 1.1 Permissibility will be evalu-
ated on the basis of inter-Waters
ference with or damage to: ~
-Conservation and habitat
management objectives;
-Unique, fragile and/or highly
productive natural features
and areas;

-SA waters.

IHighest priority shall be
production of food or
Inursery products.
!Lowest priority shall be
~,irr•eversible conversion of
'agricultural lands to other
uses.

High priority uses are con-
servation ~ recreation.
Low priority uses include
structural developments of
any kind.

High priority uses are con-
servation of scenic natural
resources and open space.

Excluded from the coastal
region.

Uses consistent witti mainte-
nance or enhancement of con-
servation, aesthetic, wild-
life and fisheries values
shall have high priority.
Low priority uses sliall
inelude lower/medium and
higher intensity shoreline
development, dredging and
filling.



Policy Category

10. hiultiple Use Recreational Water:
(1) Designate estuaries
(2) Designated coastal ponds

11. High Intensity Recreational
Estuaries

12. Multiple Use Waters

13. Urban Estuaries

~
Section Ref. Permissibility Standards Priorities of Use

l.l

1.1

l.l

1.1

Permissibility will be evalu-
ated on the basis of likely
interference with or damage to:
- The multiple use recreation-
al value of these waters;

- SA water quality.

Permissibility will be evalu-
ated on the basis of likely
interference with or damage to
recreational boating use ~,
enjoyment of these waters.

Permissibility will be evalu-
ated on the basis of compati-
bility with and nonpreemption
of other uses and maintenance
of state water quality stan-
dards and goals.

Permissibility will be evalu- ~
ated on the basis of contribu-
tion to the state's economy and
the effectiveness of proposed
efforts to mitigate adverse
environmental impacts.

Uses consistent with the
aesthetic quality of,
increased public access to,
use and enjoyment of these
water bodies shall have
highest priority to the
extent that no one use domi
nates.
Low priority uses shall
include intensive shoreline
development, dredging $
filling.

Uses consistent with the
maintenance arid support of
recreational boating shall
have highest priority to th~
maximum extent compatible
with environmental quality.

No single use shall have
high priority to the exclu-
sion of others.
Preemptive uses of any sort
shall have lowest priority.

Commercial navigation and
water dependent commercial
industrial development of
appropriately zoned F~ ser-
viced shorelands shall have
high priority.
Expansion of commercial-
industrial uses into areas o
recreational or conservatior.
value shall have low priority
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C-2. Designation of Geographic Areas of Particular Concern, Areas to be
Preserved and Restored

1. Federal Requirements:

Under section 305(b)(3) of the Federal Coastal Zone Management
Act the state is requir~d to inventory and designate geographic areas
of particular concern. This is to be accomplished on the basis of a
resources inventory and assessment, with reference to eight area
types specified in federal regulations (15 CFR 120.13)~, and in light
of state criteria. Management policies which express the state's
interests, concerns and objectives in the areas designated must be
adopted. ,

The state is further required under section 306(c)(9) to develop
and apply standards and criteria for designation of areas of conservation;,
recreation, ecological or aesthetic values for purposes of preserving
or restoring them.

2. Resources Inventory and Assessmenk:

See A-2 for description.

3. Consideration of Feder~l Designating Criteria:

Council Policies and Regulations are the regulatory expression
of the Council's management concerns and objectives. Correlations
between Council regulations and federal criteria are indicated in

Table C-3•

4. State Designating Criteria:

Criteria for designating geographic areas of particular concern

as an element of the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management
Program are set forth at three levels of increasing specificity.
Broad policies for such designation have been taken from among those
ten legislatively mandated criteria referenced under Permiss~ble Uses.
These policies indicate that a geographic area of particular concern

must have the following characteristics:

(1) Existing or proposed uses of the area or of contiguous areas are

inconsistent with resource characteristics, capability or

potential.

-~ See Table ~-3
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STATE CONSIDERATION OF FEDERAL CRIT~RIA FOR

DESIGNATING G~OGRAPHIC AREAS OF PARTICULAR CONCERN *

Federal Criteria

(1) Areas of unique scarce, fragile
or vulneraUle natural habitat,
physical feature,.historical
significance, cultural value and
scenic importance

(2) Areas of high natural productivity
or essential habitat for living
resources, including fish, wild-
life and tlie various trophic
levels in the food web critical
to their well-being

Council Policies ~ Regulations SectionRe£erence

1. Conservation ~, Tlanagement Areas 4.3
2. Historic Preservation 4.5
3. The Bay Islands Park 4.7
4. Conservation/Low Intensity Use Esbuaries l.l
5. Multiple Use Recreation Estuaries 1.1
6. High Intensity Recreation Estuaries 1.1
7. I~lultiple Use Estuaries ~ l.l
~. Beaches 1.2.1
9. Coastal Wetlands 1.2.4

10. Cliffs and Bluffs 1.2.3
11. Marine Fish and Fisheries 2.1
12. Agriculture 2.5.1
I3. Freshwater Wetlands 2.5.3
14. Coastal Ponds 1.1
15. Barrier Beaches 1• 2• 2

1. Conservation ~, htanagement Areas 4.3
2. Estuaries (including all types) l.l
3. Coastal ~Vetlands 1.2.4
4. Block Island ~, Rliode Island Sounds 1.1
5. Marine Fish and Fisheries 2•1

* 4Vhere Council Policies F Regulations ~ apply to more than one federal
designating criteria this is so indicated.



~ederal Criteria Council Policies ~ Regulations Section Reference

3) Areas of substantial
recreationa~ value and/or
opportunity

(4) Areas where developments and
faciliti~~ are dependent upon
the utilization of, or access to
coastal waters

(S) Areas of unique geologic or
topographic significance to
industrial or commercial development

1. Pubiic Access to the Shore
2. Beaches and Parks (public)
3. Conservation and Management Areas
4. Recreational Boating ~ Boating Facilities
5. Historic Preservation
6. The Bay Islands Park
7. Conservation/Low Intensity Use Estuaries
8. I~lultiple Use R~crcation Estuari~s
9. High Intensity Recreation Estuaries
10. Multiple Use Estuaries
ll. Beaches
l2. Commercial Fishing ~ Recreational Ports
13. hlarine Fish and Fisheries
l4, i*iultiple Use Coastai Ponds
15. Barrier Beaches

l. Public Access to t11e Shore
2. ~3eaches and Parks (public)
3. Recreati~onal Boating F, Boating Facilities
4. Residential Docks and Piers
5. Pesearch
6. General Cargo and Petroleum Ports
7. Commercial Fishing and Recreational Ports
8. Federal Surplus Port Facilities

l. General Cargo and Petroleum Poris
2. Federal Surplus Port Facilities

4.1

4.2
4.3
4.4
4.5
4.7
1.1
1.1
1.1
l.l
1.2.1
5.2.2
Z.l
l.l
1.2.2

4.1
4.2
4.4
4.4
4.6
5.2.1
5.2.2
5.2.3

5.2.1
5.2.3

(G) Areas of urban concentration where 1. Urban Estuaries l.l
shoreline utilization and water 2. General Cargo and Petroleum Ports 5.2.1
uses are higlily competive 3. Commercial Fishing and Recreation ~'orts 5.2.2



Pederal Criteria

~'1 reas o signi icant azar i
developed due to storms, slides,
floods, erosions, settlement, etc.

(8) Areas needed to protect, maintain
or replenish coastal lands or
resources, including

coastal flood
plains, aquifer recharge areas,
sand dunes, coral and other reefs,
beaches, offshore sand deposits
and mangrove stands

l:ouncil F'olicies ~; KE:gtilatioris Sect

—I-:--~eac les ~
2. Coastal 6Vetlands
3. Cliffs and Bluffs
4. Flood Hazard Areas

, a. Altered or Developed Areas
~~I b. Undev.eloped Areas

c. Other Flood Prone Areas
~ 5. Coastal Erosion F~ Erosion Prone Area
' 6. Freshwater Wetlands
7: Barrier Beaches

1. Beaches
2. Coastal iVetlands
3. Cliffs and Bluffs
4. Flood Flazard Areas
5. Minerals Extraction
6. Freshwater ~Vetlands
7. Barrier Beaches

ion _ f~eiere~ice

1.2.1
1.2.4
1.2.3
1.3

s 1.4 ~
2.5.3
1.2.2

1.2.1
1.2.4
1.2.3
1.3
2.3
2.5.3
1.2.2
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(2) As a~result, either or both of the following are likely to
S r e~s u` 1't :
-~loss~of or~d~mage to a natural or manmade coastal

resource;
- i-nappropriate, wasteful or preemptive use of a coastal

resource.

Ih interpret~ing and applying these l~egislative designating
cri:teria the Council•has found ~it desirable to focus particular con-
cern on ~thos~ geograph'ic areas where the pressure fo'r inconsis~ent or
inappropriate use is highest. It is in these areas that a delayed
state response would mos°t quickly lead to irreVocable and undesirable
comm'itments of coastal resources.

~At the most specific level of designation, Counc'il Findings of
Fact, the Council sets forth its assessment of the use problems of
specific areas or resource type's and the pressing nature of those
problems. Councl Policies and Regulations, then, expr~ess the state's
response to identified problems and the specific procedures and
action.s necessary to implement that response.

5. Designating Criteria ~or Areas to be Preserved and Restored:

Areas to be preserved and restored are geographic areas of par-
ticular concern. Designation, therefore, follows the same three step
process set forth above. As areas of particular concern, however,
areas to be preserved and restored have unique management problems
and requirements. Candidate areas must be found to be of significant
value for purposes of recreation, conservation or habitat preservation
and must be subject to pressures inconsistent with preservation of
these values. Council assessment of both values and pressures is
reflected in Findings of Fact relative to specific areas or resource
types. As with geographic areas of particular concern, Findings
reflect themselves in Council Policies and Regulations.

6. Designated Geographic Areas of.Particular ConcPrn:

The following four areas have been designated as indicated in
Fo~dout Map 2.

(1) Developed Barrier Beaches ...... Chapter 1
(2) The Bay Islands Park ...... Chapter ~
(3) Conditionally Closed Shellfish Beds In Upper

Narragansett Bay ...... Chapter 1
(4) Erosion Prone Bluffs ...... Chapter ~



C-15

(7) Designation of Areas to be Preserv~d or Restored;%;

The following nine areas have been designated as indicated
in Fouldout Map 2:

(t) Undeveloped Barrier Beaches ...... Chapter 1
(2) Coastal Ponds ...... Chapter 1
(3) Coastal Wetlands ...... Chapter 1
(4) Conservation/Low Intensity Use Estuaries ... Chapter 1
~5) Sea Cliffs ...... Chapter 1
(6) Public Beaches and Parks ...... Chapter 4
(7) Conservation and Management Areas ...... Chapter ~
(B) Public Rights-of-Way to the Shore ...... Chapter 4
(g) Historic Sites ...... Chapter ~

-• Small coastal wetlands, historic sites and rights-of-ways to the
shore are not shown on the GAPC/APR Map becawse of their small size.
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C-3 Boundaries of the Coastal Region

Federal Requirements:

Under section 305~b) (1) of the Federal Coastal Zone Management
Act the state is requir~d to identify the boundaries of its coastal
zone. This zone must extend inland only to the extent necessary to
control lands whose use has a direct and signifcant impact on
coastal waters. It must include transitional and intertidal areas,
salt marshes, wetlands, beaches and the state's territorial waters.
It does not include federally owned lands which, however, must be
identified.

2. The Inland Boundary of the Rhode Island Coastal Region:

The Council finds that in defining the Coastal Region to in- ~
clude both land and watsr elements the General Assembly recognized
that marine and intertidal resources can only be properly and
effectively managed in a context which incorporates lands whose use ~
effects or is affected by proximity to coastal waters. The Council
concludes that such a land 'area is best described by drawing a line ,
which extends one mile inland from the coastline or to the next '
inland census tract ana.lysis zone boundary where this is greater
(see foldout map 2). A coastal region thus defined has the fol-
lowing virtues:

(1) It has a strong biophysical basis in that it encompasses n~arly
all of the state's coastal watersheds. ~

(2) It has a strong geopolitical basis in that it encompasses in
most cases entire cities and towns. This provides fior a minimum of 'con-
fuseon in administering coastal management programs. ~

(3) It allows for convenient use of socio-economic data compiled
by the Bureau of the Census in the form~lation of management
programs.

(4) It is compatible with land units utilized in other state plan-
ning studies and information retrieval systems such as shore-
line land use maps and computerized land suitability mode~s
developed by the Statewide Planning Program. It therefore
allows for the use of this valuable information.

3. Transitional and Intertidal Areas:

Transitional and int~rtidal areas subject to Council per-

mitting authority have been leyislatively defined as includi~g

shoreline physiographical features and coastal wetlands and all
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directly associated contiguous areas necessary to preserve their
integrity. In implementing its mandated plannAng and management
responsibilities regarding these areas the Council has further de-
fined shoreline physiographical features to include the following:

(1) Beaches

(2) Barrier beaches and dunes

(3) Coastal ponds

(4) Coastal cliffs and bluffs

4. The Territorial Sea:

The General Assembly has defined waters subject to the pro-
visions of the Coastal Resources Management Program as "tidal water
below the mean high water mark, extending out to the extent of the
state's jurisdiction in the territorial sea". The Council has further
interpreted such waters to extend to the limit of tidal influence up
rivers and streams discharging into tidal waters.

The Federal government and the State through the Governor's
Office are now in the process of resolving state-federal differences
as to the delimitation of offshore boundaries. Pending completion
of these negotiations the Council shall accept federal boundarie~
'• _~' '~ for purposes of the Coastal Resources
Management Program.

5. Excluded Federal Lands:

Federal lands excluded from the Rhode Island Coastal Region as
required by law are shown in Figure C-.z

Developments or projects of a nongovernmental.nature by or for a
private or nonfederal user within these excluded lands, however, shall
be subject to all applicable provisions of the Rhode Island Coastal
Resources Management Program whether they result from lease hold
agreement between a federal agency, the state and/or the private sector.
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C.4 Consideration of the National Interest

Federal Requirements: Sections 306 and 307 of the Federal
Coastal Zone Management Act impose extensive obligations on
the state to coordinate its program development efforts
with affected federal agencies and to reflect consideration
of national interest in that program. Specifically, the
state is required to document a process of state-federal con-
sultation and coordination, coordination with other federally
funded planning programs, and incorporation of federal air
and water pollution requirements. An ongoing mechanism for
conflict resolution and federal participation must be estab-
lished. The national inter~st in the state's coastal zone
must be evaluated and considered in the development of manage-
ment plans, policies and programs.

Federal Consultation and Coordination in Program Development:
Consu tation an coor ination etween t e Council, its sta£~f
and numerous federal and regional agencies has been a charac-
terist~c of the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management
Program since its inception in 1971. Council staff have
frequently called upon the expertise of these agencies to
assist in data collection, information processing and manage-
ment strategy formulation (see Table C.4).

As Rhode Island moved towards completion of its initial
program development effort throughout the latter part of
1975 and into the summer of 1976, however, it became clear
that more intensive federal-state interaction was essential
to mutual understanding and conflict resolution. The Council
consequently initiated a formal federal participation pro-
gram in August,1975. A series of four state-federal work-
shops were held between November of that yea~ and February
of 1976.

Workshop #1, held on November 6, 1975, ti,ras attended by
representatives of 16 federal and regional g~oups. Council
members and staff presented an overview of the state's pro-
gram development efforts to date and solicited agency assess-
ments of interests in the Rhode Island Coastal Region.
Workshop #2 (December 1, 1975) was dedicated to a detailed
description of proposed draft elements of the evolving
management program with both written and verbal comments
received from the 40 agency representatives present. Work-
shop #3, held on January 15, 1976, followed essentially the
same format with additional draft program elements reviewed
in detail. The final workshop in this initial series was
held on February 18, 1976 and was reserved for the receipt
and discussion of draft program revisions (see Table C.4).
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It was, however, recognized during this initial intensive
phase of state-federal interaction that group workshops alone
did not provide suitable forums for detailed input from
individual federal agencies. Staff time was therefore com-
mitted for consultation with individual agency representatives
who requested such meetings, Meetings were subsequently
scheduled with the Department of the Navy (November 12 and
December 2, 1975), the Federal Energy Administration
(March 19, 1976), the Environmental Protection Agency (April 1
and June 7, 1976), the National Flood Insurance Program
(April 19, 1976), the Bureau of Outdoor Recreation (May 11, 1976)
and the Department of the Interior (June 1, 1976).

The Council has and will continue to utilize s~u~h regional
agencies..as the New England River Basins Commission and the
New England Regional Com.mission as focal points and forums for
addressing regional issues and coordinating coastal management
policy with neighboring states. Rhode Island is already
deeply involved in regional fisheries and OCS oil related
studies through the Regional Commission and has cooperated with
the River Basins Commission in the recently completed
Southeastern New England Study. The Coastal Zone Liayson Office
of the River Basins Commission has provi~e continued interaction
with other coastal management efforts in the r.egion.

To furthPr ensure that federal agency interests received
prompt and careful consideration, the Council created the
position of state-federal coordinator and notified all desig-
nated federal representatives of this individual's availability
on February 1, 1977. Since that time the coordinator has
served as the central clearinghouse for all contacts with
federal agencies, ensuring that interested agencies received
drafts of proposed program policy elements and that their
comments, whether verbal or written, were recorded and
reflected in subsequent draft revisions.

To augment the above described consulting efforts the
Council in the Spring of 1976 invited all federal and regional
agencies interested in Rhode Island's coastal region to
participate as members of a newly established Federal
Advisory Committee (FAC). The purpose of this Committee was
to provide an open forum for federal agency comment on and
participation in Rhode Island's program development and imple-
mentation efforts and a mechanism for identification and
resolution of state-federal differences.
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The first formal meeting of the FAC was called by the
Council on February 24, 1977,to solicit agency reactions to
and suggestions for the state's ongoing program development
effort. Council members and staff described the propos~d
program development strategy, format and schedule and initi-
ated extensive dialogue wifih participants as to how agency
interests and comments could most effectively be integrated
into the progr~m.

As a result of this dialogue and at the suggestion of
agency representatives it was decided that all participants
should be given an early opportunity to review and comm_ent
on individual program elements while still in a draft stage,
but that further group meetings should be deferred until all
program elements we~e completed and the state had responded
to agency comments. A list of proposed state policy areas
was circulated on February 28 and agencies indicated those
areas in which they were interested and wished an opportunity
to review drafts. The subsequent ~ecord of

federal comment and state response is summarized
in Table C.S.

Coordination with Federally Su orted Plannin : As described
in Appendi~C A,coordination etween ederally supported in-state
planning programs and the state's Coastal Resources Management
Program is mandated by legislative enactment (46-23-6 and 10,
G.L.R.I.). Specific pr.ocedures for effecting this coordination
are aiso set forth. These are of four principal types.

(1) The Council is authorized and directed to coordinate
planning and program implementation efforts with local,
state, regional and federal agencies (46-23-6c(b)).

(2) The Council is di~ected to function as a binding arbi-
trator in any matter of dispute between two or more state
agencies or municipalities where such dispute involves
the state's coast~.l region and its r~sources (46-23-6c(a)).

(3) All other departm~nts, agencies and bodies of state .
government are directed to exercise their planning and
management responsibilities consistently with Council
Policies and Regulations as set forth in the Coastal
Resources Management Program (46-23-SA(f) and 46-23-10).

~ -
A workshop on program mapping was, however, held on T~ay 26
in Boston to familiarize interested ~gencies with the map
types and techniques proposed for inclusion in the state pro-
gram,and to be used by the Council in the permit application
review process.



TABLE C-5

SUMMARY: CONSIDERATION OF FEDERAL COP~Ii~ItEIJTS*

~~ ~~
Agency/Contact Federal Comments Rhode Island Response Unresolved Issues

(1) National Marine (1) Goals for future of RI (1) Expansion potential
Fisheries Service fisheries should be set forth, of R.I. fishing industry

(2) Council should cooperate recognized policies to
with New England Fisheries protect fishery are set
Nianagement Council in im- forth (Sections 2.1,
plementing state management 5.2.2).
programs„ (2) Policies to this

(3) Should provide for interstate effect incorporated in
cooperation ~ coordination redraft of Section 2.1. ~
of fisheries management (3) See (2).
programs; include state ~, (4) Agreed, water
federal agencies , dependency is basic sitin

(4) Coastal Energy Impact Program criteria for commercial-
should not put pressure on industrial development
state to permit non-water in coastal region (Sec-
dependent development of tion 5.4). -
coastline. (5) Incorporated~in poli-

(5) impacts on fisheries should cies for all uses under
be specific management concer "damage to coastal -
for uses likely to affect environment." Incorpor-., -
marine waters. ated specifically fo~

(6) Endorses proposed permit uses most likely to affect
evaluation $ impact fisheries in particular
assessment methods; (Sections 2.1, 2.3, 3.2,
recommends including water 5. 3, 5. 5, 6. 3) .
dependency as a consideration. (6) S~e (4).

* A log of all correspondence, telephone and personal communications between Council

staff ancl federal reviewers has been maintained by the State Federal Coordinator.

** This table will require periodic updating as new federal comments are received and. considered
by the state. Comments on several important policy areas have not yet been received. All
comments received by June 15, 1977 have been summarized.
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Agency/Contact Fedexal Comments Rhode Island Response Unresolved Issues

(2~ Fish ~ Wildlife (1) Believes that federal surplus (1) Policies as set
Sexvice ~p~rt facitities should be forth in Section l.l

developed if this would cause and 5,2.1 impose
less environmental dam~ge than specific environmental
expan~ion of Port of Providence constraints on any port
even if competition resulted. area.

(2~ Believes that a less environ- (2) Permit to expand
mentally harmful alternative this pier was granted
to filling at Wilkeberry Pier only after careful
could be found, evaluation of env~ron-

(3) ~uggests that estuarine cat- mental impacts and
egories be more completely alternatives.
defined and the reason for (3) This has been donE
placing individual estuaries as p art of expansive
in these categories be redrafting of Sections
explained. 1.1 and 1.Z.

(4) Suggests that Regulatory (4) See (3)
Policies for Conservation/Low
Intensity Use Estuaries be
adopted.

(3) Bureau of Land (1) Suggest cross-reference of (1) This has been done
~~anagement policies ~ their application where appropriate.

so in~ent would be clearer. (2) General redrafting
(2) Clarify relationship between and inclusion of sum-

various policies, mary permissibility/
(3) Explain how priorities will be priority table in

implemente~ Appendix C.l addresses
(4) Define criteria for implement- this.

ing policies. (3) See (2)
(5) Policies on minerals extrac- (4) See (2)

tion will cause delays and (5) Findings and
~ increased costs to operato~s research leading to

. whieh should be considered in adoption of policies
program EIS. under Section 2.3 indi-

cate no marine mining
likely for next 20 yrs.
S~ate finds no impact's.



Table C- 5 (cont . )

Agency/Contact

(4) Bureau of Mines ~(1)
~

~

~

(5) ~ Department of (I)
the Navy ~

~2)

(6) Department of
Agriculture

(7) Economic Develop-;(1)
ment Administra-
tion (2)

Federal Comments Rhode Island Response_ Unresolved Issues

Feels importance of mineral i(1) The Council has I The Council recognizE
extraction in the coastal zone (adopted policies ;a basic difference of
is inadequately considered. ~regarding mineral ;opini.on on mineral

extraction (Sections 'extraction in the R.I
2.3 and 2.4) ~coastal region.~

Should clearly indicate that (1) This has been done;
some areas designated for inclu-~' in Appendix C.3. i
sion in the Bay Islands Park, !(2) See amended poli-
for Historic Preservation and ;cies on dredging and ;
for Recreational Boating are :dredged material dis-
Navy owned and are excluded from;posal (Section 5.3).
the coastal zone. ' !
Should describe positive solu- '
tions to dredge spoil disposal
requirements.

State efforts to inform ~ involve
public in program development ;
improving.
Finds Commercial Fishing and
Recreation Ports Policies
excellent. ~ ~
Suggests referencing information~(3)
sources.
Shouldn't include construction ~(4)
noise as management consideratiori
because it is temporary.
Endorses Council research ~
public education efforts.

~
~

Pleased with mechanisms for !
state-federal coordination~
Believes R.I. "well on its way
to developing an effective CZM
Plan": ~

~

This has been done ';
as suggested. ;
While the duration `
of any impact is
an important con- ;
sideration, the
Council believes f
that temporary ~
impacts must be ~
recognized. ;

(1) (2) Thank you

I
;
~
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(4) The Council is directed by law to develop managemen~
plans and programs consistent with the State Guide Plan
(46-23-SA(g)). It has developed close formal and infor-
ma1 coordinating arrangements with the State agency (the
Statewide Planning Program) responsihle for developing
and maintaining this Plan and for developing ~lan ele-
ments relating to long range transportation planning,*
comprehensive outdoor recreation planning*~, housing a~~
land use planning and "A-95" review of federall~ funded
progr~ms*~*.

The Statewide Planning Program through its planning respon-
sibilities as the state's "A-95" review clearinghouse, there-
~ore, provides a vital coordinating link between the Coastal
Resources Management Program and federally supported programs
and planning efforts****.

Incorporation of Federal Air and Water Pollution Control
Requirements:

Pursuant to the above described coordinating authorities and
in order to ensure consistency with NOAA requirements th~
CounciY has initiated as a matter of adopted policy coordin~a-
ting arrangements with the following air and water pollution
control and planning agencies:

* Transportation planning is s.upported by financ~al assis-
tance from the US Department of Transportation in the form
of Federal Highway Administration Highway Planning and
Research Grants, general planning grants; Urban Mass Trans-
portation Administration Planning Grants; Federal Aviation
Administration Airport System Planning Grants.

** Preparation of State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreati,on Pl~n
is supported by financial assistance from the Bureau of
Outdoor Recreation, US Department of Interior under the pro-
visions of the Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965.

*** The US Department of Housiiig and Urban Development pro-
vides financial assistance to the state for housing and land
use planning and "A-95" application review under section 701
o£ the Housing Act of 1954, as amended (Comprehensive
Planning Assistance Program).

~*** In a memorandu~ of understanding between the Council and the
Statewide Planning Program dated March 22, 1976, the pro-
gram states that it ".... shall review all proposals, ~ro-
grams and other go.v~rn~ental actions or requests subject
to its A-95 review respon~ibilities for conformity with
the plans, programs, policaes, management standards and
criteria of the Coastal Resources Management Council.
Further, Statewide~Planning ~rogram will ~~~bmit all such
proposals, programs, acts and requ~rts to Coastal Resources
Management Council for review and comment."
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(1) The State Department of Environmental D~anagement
(2) The State Department of Health
(3) The 208 Regional Waste Water Treatment Planning Pro-

gram
(4) Region 1, US Environmental Protection Agency

These arrangements are set forth in detail in Chapter 3
of this document.

Under Tit~e 46, Chapter 23, Section 6A(d) of the General
Laws the Council is required to develop management plans and
programs consistently with water quality standards se~ by the
Department of Health (sincc transferred to the new Department
of Environmental Management). Such standards have been incor-
porated as appropriate into Council Policies and Regulations.
Documentation to this effect wtill be reflectsd in a letter to
be included with the formal draft submission.

Opportunities for Ongoing Federal Participation and Review:

The Federal Advisory Committee shall function as the prin-
cipal mechanism for conflict resolution and direct federal
agency ~ Council coordination and consultation during imple-
ment~tion of the Coastal Resources Management Program. To this
end it shall meet at a minimum of every three months, ~lthough
special sessions will be convened as necessary,

Other opportunities for federal participation and review
are set forth in detail under Procedural Policies (see Appendix
B) and include:

1. Routine notification of and opportunity to review
proposed Council policy and/or permitting actions;.

2. Opportunity to present written comments and/or ver-
bal testimony at public hearings pertaining to the
above actions;

3. State consistency proceedings and procedures relating
to federal activities, licenses and federally funded
programs.

Identification and Consideration of Federal Agency Interest
in Rhode Island's Coastal Region:

The Council's principal information source for identifying
and incorporatirig considerat~on~~af:~he national interest into
the various Policies and Regulations set forth in this document
has been the mission descriptions and policy statements sub-
mitted to it by affected federal agencies. These provide the
baseline against which the Council has measured its nat"ional
interest obligations in formulating draft regulations and
policies which have subsequently been modified in response to
specific agency comments and suggestions. Because of the
significance of these federal agency policy statements in the
development of the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management

,J Program they have been summarized in Table C.6.
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SUMMARY OF FEDERAL AGENCY MISSION DESERIPTIONS/POLICY STATEMENTS

Agency Mission~Policy Summary

421?t'RF.ATT(1N

(1) Bureau of Outdo~~r Develops national comprehensive recreational plans. Evaluates potential park and

Recreation recreation areas, scenic trails, wild and scenic rivers. Provides technical assis-

tance to state, local, private recreational planners. Administers Land and Water

Con~ervation Funci which provides monies for acquisition of recreation areas and

for state level recreational planning.

~2) National Park Respo~sibl.e for managing national natural, historic and recreational areas, for

Service preserving and promoting compatible public use and enjoyment of these areas. Desig-

nates and manages National Landmarks. Provides grants-in-aid to state Historic

Commissions.

i;3) Pish ~,~Uildlife Administers management programs £or sport fish, waterfowl and other birds. Pro-

5er»ice vides technical assistance, research and enforcement related to de~~eloping and

maintaining s~ort fisheries.

HISTORIC/vULTUR~L
AESTfiET I C CONSERVATION

(1) Na.tional Park IEnsures that natural, scenic and cultural values including }iistorical, archeological

Service and architectural significance are adequately protected in federally funded pro-

i jects.

(2) Fish F, Wildlife 1 Undertakes research and monitoring programs related to liabitat alteration, pollution

Service and other factors affecting ecosystems. Responsible for protecting endangered

species. Provides technical support to agencies involved in water development pro-

jects. Must approve.-federal_prog.xams__affecting wildlife under provisions of Fish F,

.u~_~ ~, ~ ....,_. , _ ~ -~. . ,~ ~ ~ ., ~ ~Wi.Zd,li.f.~ .Coa~d~:r~ation Act. Provide5 financial assistance to state wildlife manage-

~men~ nr~grams.
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~iission/Policy Summary

(3) National Marine Recognizes habitat conservation as an essential part of resource management and

Pisheries Service utilization. Responsihle for protection and canservation of living marine
resources, prevention of unnecessary degradation of marine habitats.

.
FOOD $ FIBER

(1) Soil Conservation Plans and finances watershed conservation projects, flood prevention programs.

Service Encourages states to maintain/increase production of foodstuffs on suitable acre-
age. Provides technical services including soils mapping to prevent erosion.

. Promotes conservation and best utilization of water resources.

(2) Fish and Wildlife
Service

(3) National r4arine
Fisheries Service

(4) Army Corps of
Engineers

D~FENSE F AEROSPACE

Operates fish hatcheries for breeding and distribution of spart fish.

Undertakes research on commercial fish species, provic~es technical assistance
regarding gear, management and economics of commer'cial fishery.

Undertakes and/or finances improvements to harbors and navigation channels utilized

by commercial fishery.

(1) Department of Conduct of military activities on and over coastal lands; on, over and under

Defense coastal waters including research, training and patrol missions. Responsible in

I
association with other defense agencies with promoting the national defense.

Rhode Island functions relate principally to training and research (Navy, Air

, National Guard, Army Reserves).

ENERGY PRODUCTION ~,
TRANST4ISSION

(1) Federal Power Regulates and licenses electric power and natural gas production and transmission.

Commission Encourages efficient use and conservation of energy. Projects power and gas

requirements.



Ageney Mission/Policy Summary

(2) Federal Energy Primary energy policy office for federal government. Promotes energy conserva-
Administration* tion and development af both conventional and alternative fuel sources. Respon-

sible for implementing fuel allocation and price control programs.

(3) Bureau of Land Manage- Responsible for leasing OCS oil and gas reserves, supervising their exploration
ment and development, including the preparation of environmental impact statements.

Con.ducts baseline and monitoring studies of lease blocks. Regulates OCS pipe-
line construction and siting.

(4) Geological Survey Provides technical services related to coastal and marine processes, sediments
and mapping. Responsible for the Resource and Land Investigations Program, an
effort to develop a methodology for siting onshore OCS oil and gas related
facilities.

(5) Uepartme~:t of Trans- Regulates siting and development of deepwater ports, transportation of petroleum
portati~n products, prevention and cleanup of oil spills (Coast Guard), construction and

operation of pipelines (Office of Pipeline Safety).

~
(G) i'nergy Research and No policy statement.

~~velopment ndminis-
~ration

(7) Nuclear Regulatory
Com~rii s s ion

INTERSTATE TR/1NSPORTA-
T I ON

(1.) Department of Trans-
portation
-Coast Guard
-Federal Aviation
Administration

Assure public and occupational health and safety and environmental compatibility
in siting and operation of nuclear facilities. Exercises extensive regulatory
autliority over siting, construction and operation of nuclear power plants.

Responsible for developing a balanced national transportation system including
well articulated and integrated modes through both di.rect federal actions and
assistance (technical F~ financi_al) to s.tate and local.government. The Depart-
ment sees a national interest in the "fast, safe, efficient and convenient access

Incorporated ~in newly created~Ene.rgy~Bepartm~nt.



Agency

-Federal Highway
Administration
-Federal Railroad
Administration

-Tfaterials Transport
Bureau
-Urban bTass Trans-
portation Adminis-
tration

-National Highway
Traffic Safety
Administration

Mission/Policy Summary

via one or more modes of transportation for the movement of people, goods aiid
services to, from, along and through the coastal zone."

(2) Army Corps of Responsible for the maintenance, improvement and development of navigation channels
Engineers harbors, breakwaters and relatecl developments for commercial and recreational

vessels. Responsible for protecting the environmental quality of navigable waters,
adjacent wetlands and marine ecosystems by regulating dishcarges into them.

(3) Maritime Administra-IResponsible for development of ports and related commercial transportation facili-
tion ties. Coastal management concerns include need for deepwater terminal development,

expansion and operation of national port system, channel and harbor improvements
including landside port development to accomodate heavy industry, petroleum, bulk

'storage and container needs, environmental protection through proper waste recep-
; tion, separation and recycling.

(4) Interstate Commerce Responsible £or ensuring the public an adequate and efficient transportation system
Commission ~under private ownership. Has rate setting and service standard and practice regula

i tory fun.ctions.



Agency Mission/~alicy Summaxy
—

PdINERAL R~SOURCES

{1) Bureau of Mines Responsible for minera~ resources development through research and technical sup-
port. Concerned with assuring the conservation and adequate supply of domestic
mineral~resources and the provision of related handling and transportation facili-
ties.

(2) Geological Survey Responsible for identification of the nation's natural resources through technical
and scientific research including mapping of physical, }iydrologic and cultural
features, topography and geology.

(3) Army Corps of Engi- Responsible for identifying and testing of offshore sand and gravel and other
neers borrow materials for use in construction and maintenance of civil works projects.

The availability of low cost construction materials is recognized as an essen-
tial factor in the economic feasibility of sliore protection, beach nourishment,
fla~d protection and navigation projects.

PRESERVATTON OF LIFE
tiJD PROPF~TY~

(1) Federal Insurance Administers the National Flood Insurance Program which provi.des subsidized flood
~lcir:~inistration insurance to homeowners living in communities participating in the program. Is

responsible for ensuring that participating communities implement required land
use contrals.

(2) Nat:onal Ocean Survey

(3) A=~my Corps of
Engineers

Collects and assesses data on tides, currents, storms. Goals are to provide basic
geodetic control network for accurate mapping, charting, etc., to contribute to
better understanding of tlle nearshore marine environment.

Supports National F~ood Insurance Program by mapping flood prone areas. Fro~ides
technical assistance to states and municipalities for preparation of flood plain
management regulations. Builds flood anci storm protection structures.



C-33

Rhode Island Assessment of Contributions to National and ~
Re~ oi nal Interests:

The Council as the.state's principal mechanism for manage-
ment of the Rhode Island Coastal region finds the following
uses and facilities to be of more than state level concerns

1. Public beaches and parks (Chapter 4).

2. OCS oil and gas exploration service facilities located
at Quonset Point/Davi.sville (Chapter 5 ).

3. Electrical power ~~nc~rating planst (where siting
in the state's coast~~l region is necessary on the
basis of demonstrate~l and verified need (Chapter 6).

4. National defense installations and training bases.

5. Historic sites and districts (Chapter 4).

The Council, however, recognizes the inherent subjectivity
implicit in such determinations and has consequently provided
that all coastal region uses, resources and areas found to be
of state concern as relfected in Findings o.f Fact shall be
managed as elements of the Coastal Resources Management Program.
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C-5. Public, Stat~_an~ ~ocal Govcrnmentdl lnvolvement

Federal Requirements: The Federal Coastal Zone Management
ct requires a state to develop its Coastal managcm~nt

program with the opportunity for full participation by relevant
federal agencies, state agencies, local governments,
regional organizations, port authorities and other interested
parties, both public and private. ;~;ore specifically the
regulations require Rhode Island to:

1) identify "...public and private agencies and
organizations which are liable to be affected
by, or have a direct interest in the management
program";

2) p~ovide enough informati.on to groups to cncourage
their informeci participation;

3) make opportunities ancl methods for partic:ipation
widely known;

4) demonstrat~ that comments and suggestions raised
by the public are thoughtfully considerecl.

5) identify and establish a regular consultatirve
mechanism with groups with adopted plans in
effect as of January 1, 1977; and

6) document its participation, consultation and
coordination efforts

7) hold a public hearing on the entire management ~
program before submitted to the Office of' Coastal '
Zone Management in Washington, D.C.

2. Public Involvement in Coastal Zone Mana_ger~ent in Ithode Island:
oasta zone management in R~io~%~~anThas -.iTng

history of citizen invo].vement in program development. The
state's efforts began in 1969 when the Natural Resources
Group, an organization of private, interested citizens,
recommended to the Governor that "a satisfactory means of
guiding or directing its (Narragansett Bay) use and
development...." be found. As a result of this re~ort the
Governor appointed a nine ,nember technical committ~e as a
first step towards drafting future management policies for
Narragansett Bay. This committee solicited public input
to their planning process through a questionnaire and
through meetings with key interest groups. Their activities
culminated in draf~~ legislation to create a Rhode Island
coastal zone management mechanism. The legisZation intro-
duced into the General Assembly as part of the Gover,.
-~tor's 1970 Legislati.ve Package died in committee.
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To include a wider range of intcrests, the Governor
expanded the technical committee to include some 75 members.
The expanded group carried on the work of the original
technical committee and continued to hold meetings to
discuss citizen and interest group~s concerns. The result
of this.expanded effort was Bill H 2440, Substitute "B'°,
which passed the General Assembly and created the
Coastal Resources Management Council in July 1971. The
voting membership of the Council, a key element in the
discussions of the expanded committee, insures the continued
representation of diverse interests and points of view
from state and local governments and the private sector.

Council Participation/E~.ucation Programs:

Since its inception, the Council has continued to
include the many publics with an interest in Rhode Island's
coast in the process of program development. The Council's
public participation programs can be usefully separated
into the following categories:

. Public Participation in Council Policy and Regulation
Development (see I'roceclures , Appendix B) .

. Public Information and Education Programs.

a.Short brochure: describes the goals and activities of
the Counci ; as een widely distributed (over 10,000
clistributed) at Council meetings, town halls, speaking
engagements, trade shows and schools.

b.Long brochure: provides a more detaile~. look at the
Counci -its activities and policies; has been sent to
state legislators and local officials and is available
to anyone requesting more detailed information about the
RICRMP.

C.Counci.lexhibit: A large photographic exhibit describing
IZho e s an~s C'oastal Management Program has been exhibited
in libraries, banks, shop~~ing centers, and trade shows
throu~hout the state.

c9. i'he Media: In cleveloping the Rhode Island Coastal
Itesources anagement P1an, the Council has made full use
of the media. The Provi.dence Journal, the state's major
~~ewspaper (cir. 287,000) Jias carried thoughtful summaries
of the substantive elements of the state program prior
to the thirteen public workshops held during its development.
In addition frequent press releases and information articles
both on the program and on coastal issues have appeared
in newspapers throughout the state over the last 5 years.

Radio and television have also been used as Council
members and staff have appeared on numerous talk and news
shows, and educational TV programs.
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e• N~wsletters: ~1 birnonthly newsletter-"BRIFiI'INGS"- is
$e~t to over~~500 Hhode Island citizens. This newsletter
keeps the public informed as to Rhode Island Coastal
Resources T~anagement Program developments.

~. School Programs: See Public ~axticipatian Findings
arid a icies see apter 7), ,

~.Workshops: The Council has found sma~l, focused
workshops to be an invaluable public education and partici-
pation to~o1. The CRI~~~IC liolds two types of workshops :
inform~.tion exchange and problem solving. Information
eXcharige taorkshbps have been held with severaZ state
agencies and other key groups to insure that they are
informed about the CRMC's activities and have opportunity
for input to CRMC policies as these are being developed.
Probl.em solving workshops have been conducted on coastal
issues of importance to the entire state. The Council
acts as coordinator at t}aese workshops. Topics o£ Problem
Solving workshops have included Dreclge S~oil Disposal
(7/29J75), Shoreline ~rosion (4/ 3-/7G), lthode Tsland
and Offshore Oil (9/22/77 - 9/24/77) ancl Ac~uaculture
(4/26/77) ,

h,Slide/Tape Presentation: "The Rhode Island Coastal
esources anagement ouncil"; a thirteen minute automatic
slide/tape presentation describing the Council and the
Rhode Island and Federal Coastal Management Prograrrns has
been prepared: This slide/tape has been used both by
itself at ex~ositions and in conjunction with the Council~s
Speakers Bureau. An updated version of the presentation
was prepared in Aprilj 1977.

~- Publ,ic Participation Efforts Directly Aimed at Preparation
o t__e o,e s an oasta esources anagement ~~rogram
tor reaeral submission:

~ e pu ic par lcipation programs described i.m the
preceeding section demonstrate the Council's on-going
concern for keeping the public informed about and involved
in the development of its policies and programs. While
p`reparing the Rhode Island Coastal Resources D~anagement
Program for subinissiori to the Federal Office of Co~.stal
Zone Management the Council has made special efforts to
iriform and to encourage input from the many publics with
iriterests in Rhode Isiand's coastal region. These efforts
are briefly summarized below (See also Table ~-7)•

Q. CRT4C Speakers Bureau: Letters were sent to all key
groups in requesting an opportunity to discuss the
Rhode Island Coastal ResourcesManagement Plan with them.
Since that time members of the Council and its staff have
discussed the Rhode Islar~d Management Program with over
45 graups over the last 2 years which ranged in size from
1Q to over 100 persons.
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~•Meetings with Officials and Interested Citizens from
each o~stal~unlcipa3~ity: ~feetings were arranged wit~i t~e
o icia s an any ot er interested citizens af~, e~ch
coastal town to ~iscuss the RICRMP and its relationship to
town plans.

c•Draft Review: The CRD4C provided draft copies of the
RICRMP to interested and affected groups at the earliest
possible times. Preliminary drafts were sent to the Chief
municipal Administrator and Clerk of each coastal city and
town in late January, 1976 and in March drafts were made
available to all key groups.

~Q.RICRMP Spring 1976 Forums: To encourage widespread
discussion o t e pring ~'Tb~rogram draft the Council
sponsored two series (3 forums/series) of widely advertised
forumsg over 200~ people attended.

~•Public Hearing: A formal public hearing, attended by
over ~ people, was held on July 26. At that time 28
people presented formal comments on the Spring 1976
Program Draft.

5. Preparation of the Final Program Document:

a.Meetings with Concerned Groups: M eetings were held
with groups expressing ma~or concerns about the RICRMP,
Spring 1976 draft.

Jb.Citizen Hotline: A special citizen's telephone line
was esta is e in ebruary, 1971~for answering citizen
c{uestions about the RICRMP.

C.Development of Draft Findings ~ Policies; Technical Meetings
an u ic orksho s: ' - ~ "` '

rior o eve opment of the draft findings and policies,
nur~erous technical meetings were held with personnel of
numerous state agencies and other experts. Seven series
of workshops were held on the draft Findings and Policies
of the RICRMP, Summer 1977 draft (Table C=8). As drafts
were prepared, advance copies were mailed to individuals
anci agencies having a special interest in the subject area
to be covered. All forums were widely advertised (paid
newspaper ads, mailings to 4000 persons and press releases)
and ea~ch received extensive media coverage. Copies of the
draft findings and policies were available at all forums
and were mailed on request.

d. Public ~He~ar~in_g~ : A public hearing on the~.entire draft
document w r~ie—~ld in m=id-August.
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TABLE C-8

WORKSHOPS ON THE FINI~INGS AND POLICIES OF THE
RHODE ISLAND COASTAL 12I;SOURCES MANAGEM~NT PROGRAM

Approximate
Workshops Att~nclanc.e_..____~:_- Location_._, ____.

l. Coastal Ponds 2/22 120 Quonochontaug Grange, Charlestown

2. Natural Setting 3/15 90 Riverside Sportsmen's Club
East Providence

3. Natural Setting 3/16 SO Roger Williams College, Bristol

4. Natural Setting 3/31 50 University of Rhode Island,
Kingston

5. Coastal Development 4/11 40 Winman Jr. High, Warwick

6. Coastal Development 4/13 25 State House, Providence

7. Exploitable Natural Resources 50 Dutch Inn, Galilee
5/17

8, Exploitable Natural Resources 30 Middletown High School,
5/18 Middletown

9. Major Facility Siting 6/1 35 Thompson Jr. High School, '
Newport ~

10. Major Faciliiy Siting 6/2 60 University of Rhode Island,
Kingston

11. Pollution 6/13 35 R.I. Dept. of Health Auditorium,
Providence

12. Pollution 6/16 40 Sheraton Islander, Newport

13. Summary 6/23 Zg State House, Providence
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6, Consideration and Incorporation of l~ublic Comments:

Comments on the Rhode Island Coastal Resources~Management Plan
have been recorded as follows:

- Transcripts and tape recordings are made of all
workshops and hearings.

- Writt,en comments are kept on file.

- Oral comments are logged.

Al1 written comments are responded to either verbally or
in writing. Special meetings between the Council and
its staff, and groups with substantive comments have also
been held.

The Council and its staff found that its open planning
process was extremely beneficial to the development of the
RICRMP. Many important but often difficult to quantify
benefits were derived and the Council has responded
positively and directly to all reasonable suggestions
and criticisms.

The Council's practice of considering and responding
to input from citizens, interest groups and local and state
governmental agencies is well illustrated by the following
examples of major Program md.difications.

a. Rhode Island had originally anticipated holding a
public hearing on its CRMP in A~ril; 1976,then submitting
the program to OCZM soon thereafter. Comments from interest
groazps indicated that the public needed additional time to
review the draft Program. Therefore, the Council extended
the review period and made additional efforts to insure
that both key groups and the general public understood the
Program. Following suggestions made by Ecology Action
for Rhode Island, the Rhode Island Conservation Law
Foundation and the Natural Resources Defense Council, the
CRMC r~iade more copies of the preliminary draft Pxo gram
available and initiated the series of public forums
described previously.

b. A major criticism of the preliminary draft Program
expressed both at the Informational forums
was that its organization and language were confusing.
In response to this criticism, the Program was extensively
redrafted.

c. A coalition of environmental groups expressed
concern that the impact assessment methodology of Appendix A
of the Spring 1976 draft was cumbersome for permit review.
They felt that specific priorities, policies and regulations
had to be set forth for coastal activities and geographic
areas. This was subsequently done and is reflected in
section II of this draft.
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d. A major criticism of the Spring 1976 draft was
that the maps were not uniform and were difficult to use.
The Council has since undertaken a major mapping project;
the products o£ which wi11 be used in the permit review
process, In this document, uniform easy-to-read
orientation maps, are included.

e. A major concern of several interest groups was
that the Council's permit review procedures ~e clearly
set ~orth; and that the information on which Council
decisions are made be open to the public. Proposed
Council procedures were reviewed with these interest

groups in November of 1976 and the procedures set forth

i~ ' .', Appendix B y clearly incorporates their
input.

~. A host of comments less major in scope, h~ve

also been included in this draft. A few examples are
included below:

- The to~nm planner from East Providence suggested

that t~e Council recognize the Town's Waterfront
Plan for oil storage facilities; this has been

done.

- The De~artment of Natural Resources pointed out
sever~l errors of fact in ~he Findings an Cul-
ture and Recreation, t~iese were corrected.

- As a response to the large public interest
in th~ Sou~h County coastal ponds, an in-depth stu~
for t~eir management has been undertaken for
the C~uncil by the Coastal Resources Center.

- Mt. Hope Bay was classified as an Urban Estuary
in the Draft Findings and Policies on the
Natural Setting. Nearby residents suggested
that its classification be changed to a multiple
use estuary; this was done.

Some thoughtful corr~~nts made by interest groups
were carefully considerea but were not incorporated into
the plan. For example; an environmental coalitian suggested

that a well-funded Citizen Advisory Group be appminted.

Because the Council is itself a group of appointed citizens,

it was felt that other forms of citizen participation would

be more effective. Another suggestion was that all

town plans be ma~e consistent with the RICRMP. Such action

would be nearly impossible given present zoning enabling

legislation and, while desirable in the long run, is not

immediately nece~sary to implementation of an effective

coastal management program given the extensive nature of the

Council's regulatory and coordinating powers.
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"j Coordination of the Rhode Islan d Coastal Resource Management
an wit ot er elevant P ans:

a.Identification of Relevant Plans:

~1) State Plans: The State of Rhode Island curren~ly has
~~~ramework" or general plans which are administered
by 22 state agencies, councils and commissions. Sixty
of these are required by Federal Law. Of the 69 state
plans, 31 have been identified as being relevant to
the RICRMP (Table C-9) .

~2~ Local Plans: All coastal communities have adopted zoning
o~Cr inances; all but Tiverton have Recreation, Conservation
and Open Space Plans; and all but Portsmouth and Little
Compton have adopted Comprehensive Community Plans
(Table C-10). Most communities also have regulations and
policies which provide additional control over coastal
areas (e.g., subdivision controls an~. detailed zoning
ordinances).

b.Con~act with Identified Groups:

Direct contacts have been made on many occasions
over the past iive years with the groups with adopted plans
relevant to the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management
Program. These contacts are summarized in Tab1e C-7. It
should be pointed out that the Statewide Planning Program
which is whol3:y or partially responsibl:e for 16 of the
relevant state plans, is the designated lead agency for
Section 305, program development, funding under the
federal CZM Act. In addition, the Directors of both the
Departments of Natural Resources and Health are ex-officio
voting members of the Council. These two agencies are
responsible for another eight of the identified relevant
state plans.

Contacts were made with all municipalities in the state
early in the development of the RICRMP. Furthermore, the
method for selection of CP.i~IC members insures the municipalities
fair representation. By law (46-23-2, G.L.R.I.) four
members oi the CRMC must be appointed or e~ected officials
of local government. In addition, five other members must
be from coastal communities. Meetings have also been
held with the eleeted officials from each Rhode Island coastal
municipality; other efforts to include mu~icipalities in
program development such as special meetings and draft
review are summarized in Table C-7.
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Legend for Table C_g_

1. Department - T.he name of the department responsible for writing
the p1an.

2. Division - The name of the division ~rithin the department
charged with writing the plan.

3. Plan Title - Formal title of the plan.

4. Plan Coverage - Major programs covered by the plan.

S: State - An asterisk indicates the plan is rec{uired by RI
General Assembly legislation~

The letter "E" indicates authorization by gubernatorial
exec~tive order „

6. Agency - An asterisk indicates where a state agency has
determined that the preparation of a plan is necessary for the
execution of its legislated responsibilities,

7. Federal - An asterisk indicates the plan is rec{uired by
federal legislationo

8. Federal Agency to Which Plan is Submitted - Name of the federal
department which receives the plan, if applicable:,

9. A-95 Review - An asterisk indicates that A-95 review is reauired
prior to submission of the plan to the federal agency~

It should be noted that in many cases where plans are not
subject to A-95 review, funding requests for specific projects
discussed in the plan do come under this review process.

10. Program Funding - An asterisk indicates that funding is
related to the plan.

11. Preparation Frec{uency - How often the plan is prepared.

A = Annual preparation.
Once = Plan is prepared once.
Once* ~= Basic plan is prepared once but is updated periodically.

12. Most Recent Plan - The date of the latest plan or ~iajor plan
revision.

~= This plan is composed of several parts, some of
which have been completed.

~= Initial plan expected to be completed by this date.
Other Symbols

•= Part of the State Guide Plan,

= This plan will be replaced by #5,

= This plan is also known as the Statewide Comprehensive
Outdoor Recreat:ion Plan (SCORP),
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TABLE C-10

RELCVANT MUNICIPAL ?LANS TABLE

Zoningl Comprehensive Recreation Technica~
Plan (Date of and Open Services
Adoption)~ Space Plan3

Barrington* 1972 x(1967) 1975 DC.4

Bristol* 1970 x(1966) 1975 DCA ~ Staff

Burrillville x (1966) 1975 DCA

Central Falls x(1969) 1975 Staff

Charlestown~ 1974 x(1973) 1975 DCA

Coventry x (1967) 1976 Staff

Cranston* 1973 x(1961) 1974 Staff

Cumberland x (1967) 1975 DCa

East Greenwich* 1974 x(1966) 1975 DC~ ~ Staff

East Providence* 1972 x(1962) 1975 Staff

Exeter x (1974) 1975 ~

Foster x ( ) DCA ~

Gloucester x (1969) DCa ~

Hopkinton x ( ) 1974 Staff

Jamestown* 1972 x (1966) 1975

Johnston x (1965) 1975 DCA

Lincoln x (19G3) 1976 DCA

Little Compton* 197Z in prep. 1974 DCA

Middletown* 1975 x( ) 1975 DCA

Narragansett* 1974 x(1967) 1975 DCA

Newport* 1972 x(1956) 1975 Staff

New Shoreham* 1972 x(1972) 1975 DCA

North Kingstown* 19%4 x(1972) 1975 Staff

North Providence x( ) 1975 DCA

North Smithfield x( ) 1975 DCA

Pawtucket* x (1966) 1975 Staff

Portsmouth* 1972 ~in prep. 1976 DCA
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Zoningl Comprehensive ' Recreation Technical
Plan i,Date of and Open Services4
Adoption)2 Space Plan3

providence* 1975 x(1964) 1976 Staff

Richmond x ( ) 1975 DCA

Scituate

Smithfield x (1970) 1975 DCA

South Kingstown* 1976 x(1965) 1975 Staff

Tiverton* 1972 x(1965) in prep. DCA

Warren* 1970 x(1967) 1975 DCA

Warwick* 1971 x(1963) 1975 Staff

Westerly* 1976 x(1972) 1975 DCA

West Greenwich x(1966) 1976 DCA

West Warwick x(1970) 1975 DCA ~ Staff

jVoonsocket x ~1969) 1975 Staff

* Coastal Community . .

1. Date of zoning information mappeci on CRMC maps (1:12000 scale U,S.G.S.
quadrangle enlargements)

2. Date usually indicates the adoption of first plan. Comprehensive
plans are updated in whole or part on an irregular basis

3. These plans were prepared under a state program as part of the
State program as part of the State Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation

Plan '

4. DCA: Department of Community Affairs

Y
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'y", Cooxdi~ati~o~. wit°h :A~l~opt+ed .Pi.ans :

~'he Rhade ~~s~..ax~d Cc~-asta~ Resourc~ Management Program was
spec~fically :d~sig~ed xo'~~ordina~e with already adopted
sta~te, l~oca~ and privat~ ~l:ans. The le:gislation creating
the C~ti•~C s.t-ates 'r-hat it ''s~%a11 cons~zit and coordinate
~wizh l.oc~a~, ~st~~.e., ~egi~nal ,and fe~deral agencies and private
inxer~ests" (46-~23-~6{B), G:~..::~t.I.) and "zhat all departments
and ager~~cies a.n.d b~o~.ie:s of s-tfat.e ,~~overnment are hereby
authori:zed {a.z~.d ~d.ir~~ted t~~ c4~oper~te with the Council
(4~6-~23-30, G.L.~~R.'i.j. Goordination ~aith gro~ps wit1~ relevant
plar~s is ,~ri~naril.y ac~om~l~s~ed throtzgh six mechanisms.

~. Th~e ~~t~ate ~u~d~e P~an: =~xec~tive i3rder #i0 (June 22, 1970)
prsav.~ e,s '~t' ~~a-t ,~.:~ .~i~~~~r:i$e ~~~a~ai~.ng Program shall be
t~•~e ~.r~~c~~,~~~.i s~aff ag.e~cy c~f the executive branch
~or c~oor.d:~.~a~~~g ~l~~~s f~.r th~ c~~prehe~sive development
of t~~~e state~~s ;~a~~a~, e-con~:mi~c, and physical resources...~
-a~~d. tha~ ~~t~~~e tS~at~~i~ti~ =Planni~~g :Pro:gxa~n shall prepare
a~o•n.~ ~ra~ge ~S~.at~e Gui.d,e 'P~an that provides for the ~
.p'~aysi-~a`l,, ,e~~o~~~~~~~.~~ soci-.al ~deve~o~~en~ t~f the state.
The ~1a~ ma~ ~.e ~for~aul•;ate~~ ~an~c3. -•a~l~apted in functional
or ter~:itor~.~al :s~ec~it~:~s, Campl.e:zed sections of the
P3~an •~xe :1_i~~s~t~. in"=~'ab~~ ~~9of thi:s _c~aapter. i

'~h~ CR~IC's C~:as~t~~ ~es~ur~e•s ~ianagement ~rogram must
~.b~e f.os~~aul-a~e~~ <ar~iut~~cl <bas~.c _policies and criteria
~n-c~~~a-di~r~,g ~~c~~~i~~t~a~~y ~a~th the State G~ide Plan. To
insure t~as ie..gi•s~.atcd cor~sa.stency, th~e Statewide
P~a~~ing ~~xt~:gr:a~ ~a~:s d~signated as the lead agency for
th~ Fed:eral ~oas~a:~ :~ar~e ~Ianagemer~~t Act, ~ection 305
program d~v:~~t~;~~e~t gr.~nt. Ix~ a~:dition to the Council ;
ihe Dep~~,t~e~t ~of ~'~ra~ns,p~oxt-a~ion (42-13-2, G.L.R.I.)
.and t~h~ ~en~~'~ies ~=>cr~~te~d by t~e Economic Development
Ac~ (42-~i4-~~., G.:L:~~t::~.:) ,are requirsd zo make their
pla~s consist~~,t 5w~t~h ~the State Guide Plan. T~e most
recent enablin:g ~~;gisl:a~t~:o~n for comprehensive ~nunicipal
plans (~.2-,b~-1~ ~.,L..~~t.. I. ).also requires that such plans
be consis~e~t ~it-i~ ~:the ~~State Guide Plan.

2. A-95 ~Re~tie~a: The ~St'~tewi:de •Pl,anning Program acts as the
cTe~ignat~ ~cl~;.ar~.t~:ghr•#ia~e ~Ar ~ev2e~ flf plans under the
A-95 revie~a ~p~roc~s~. The purpos.e of A-95 is t~ encourage
i~ntergov.~rna~ent~al ~cooperation in x_~e review, coordination
and evaluation o;f ~fedsral ~~.ssistance programs and projects
and to :avoid iiupl~.~~.tio~s of ef~art. During the process
they are routinely se~t to the Council for review and
com3nent ~:nd ~ar~ a~so , reviewed by ti~e St~tewide Planning
Prog~ram ~or compatYbility wiih Council plans, policies
and crit~er7-a,
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~3~ State Planning Council: Coordination of all adopted
p ans occurs t roug t e State Planning Council which
~uides the work of the Statewide Plamning Program and
must approve all elem~n~sof the State Guide Plan.

~4~ CRMC Permit Review Procedures: CRMC permit review procedures
as escri e in : ~ppendix B,
coordination between the CRb7C~and other entities with
relevant adopted plans.

C5~ CRP~C Method of 0 eration: The Council requires that all
ot er oca. an state p'ermitting agencies have acted
before it will process an application. Projects ~pproved
by other agencies may subsequently be prohibited by
CRMC, but those prohibited by others are not heard
unless clearly inconsistent with the Coastal Resources
Management Program.

~6~ Technical Exchanges Between Groups with Adopted Plans:
e ounci s sta regu ar y wor s wit t e sta s of

other state agencies, Municipal Planning Departments and
private groups to exchange information and to develop
plans and programs. For example, within the last year
the Council and its staff have worked with the Department
of Economic Development on the Reuse of Quo.nset/
Davisville, the City of Warwick on a tiaaterfront Plan,
and the Town of Jamestown on l~ublic beach siting.

d.Consistency with Adopted 1?lans:

Conflicts between the Rhode Island Coastal Resources
Management Program and ot}ier adopted state plans are
minimal. There are, however, inconsistencies between
municipal zoning maps and some Council Alanagement
Policies. These inconsistencies generally fall into the
follQwing six categories:

~1~ Sensitive natural features (i.e, cliffs and bluffs,
wetlands, streams) are not recognized.

~2~ Open space/conservation or agricultural lands are
not designated zoning categories.

~3; Barrier beaches are zoned for residential development.

(4~ Flood hazard zones are not given special protection.

~5~ Abutting communities have inconsistent land uses
on their borders.

~6j Maps do not recognize well established publicly
or privately designated recreatron or conservation
areas.
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A major problem in the municipal zoning process is that
1oca1 communities do not now have adeQuate enabling
legislation to supply them with adequate tools for pro-
tecting coastal features. I~ the state local Land Use
Bill is passed, municipalities will h~ve sufficient
legislation to make their zoning ordinances more
sensitive to land capability.

e,Mechanisms for Continued Consultation and Coordination:

Active and regular mechanisms for the coordination
of the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Program
with the adopted plans of other entities already exist.
The procedures described for coordination - consistency
with the State Guide P1an, A-95 Review, the State Planning
Council, the Council's permit review procedures, Council
operating methods and staff coordination~are all ongoing
and insure continued consultation and coordination between
state, local and private groups with adopted plans and
the Rhode Island Coastal Resources Management Program.

In addition the Council will allocate staff time
(FY 1978) for working with local planning bodies to
coordinate implementation of the newly adopted Rhode Island
Coastal ResourcesProgram and on-going local planning efforts.
Among the topics of mutual interest are:

{1~ The relationship between town plans, the State
Guide Plan and the RICRMP;

~2~ How towns can use the Council's Coastal Region
Map Inventory for local reso~rce planning;

t3~ Discussions of possible joint Council/Municipal
Planning Pro~ects.
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APPENDIX D

MAJOR IMPLEMENTATION OBJECTIVES: THE FIRST YEAR WORK PROGRAM

When Rhode island's Coastal Resources Management Program is approved by the

federal Office of Coastal Zone Management, the state will become eligible for

program implementation funds under Section 306 of the Coastal Zone Management

Act. A format grant application for such funds will be submitted when the

state program is approved. The "306" grant application may be reviewed in

detail through the A-g5 review process by governmental and priviate groups and

individuals. The major objectives of Rhode Island's proposed first y.ear program

implementation grant are as follows:

A. Program ImElementation

l. Enforcement: In order to ensure effective implementation and prevent

violations or abuse of Council Policies and Regulations funds shall be

allocated to hire additional enforcement personnel within the Division

of Enforcement of the Department of Environmental Management and to

provide such personnel with necessary equipment.
2. Permit Review Procedures:

a. The Council's staff will review permit applications using the forms

and maps described in the introduction to this document.

b. The Council will sponsor the development of a computerized system

to assist in the permit review process. The system will provide

easy access to information bases including environmental models.

3• Coordination and Planning:
a. The creation and support of a Pollution Task Force

b. Staff level coordination between municipal planning departments and

Council staff
c. Support for the Federal Advisory Committee
d. The review of Council permit applications for consistency with the

State Guide Plan (by Statewide Planning Program staff)

e. Staff level coordination with the Areawilde Water Quality
Management Program

f. Cooperation with municipal and state agencies, commissions and

boards for restoration and redevelopment of the Port of Providence
g. Continued cooperation with the Department of Economic Development

to develop long range plans for the reuse of excessed Navy property

h. Assessment of the feasibility of initiating routine joint Council/
federal agency permit review procedures

i. Submission of interstate planning grants to caordinate the RICRMP

with the Coastal Management Programs being developed in neighboring
states

j. Continued coordination with the Department of Env~ironmental Management in
the long range planning for the Port of Galilee

k. Continued coordination with the city of Newport to plan for the use
of the municipal pier

l. Continued coordination with the Army Corps of Engineers for thP
identification of dredged materials disposal sites within Rhode Island's
coastal region .

r

'
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m. Identification of potentially suitable aquaculture sites in
Rhode Island's tidal ~aters

n. Continued co-sponsorship of the Rhode Island Fisheries Task Force
o. 5upport of the search for new solutions to the marina space problem

by undertaking, underwriting and/or oartic:pat~ng with others in
research ~nd/or development o~ experimental projects.

4. Preparation of a Coastal Development Handbook

B. Continued Research

The Council recognizes that the coastal region and its management must be
a dynamic and evolving process. Therefore the state will continue to sponsor
focused planning efforts and studies. Specific projects to be undertaken the
first year include:

a. Data Maintenance: The Council's staff will continue to update
its inventory of the state's coastal resources so that relevant
new information may be incorporated into the state program.

b. Coastal Pond Study: A detailed study of Rhode IslandFs coastal
ponds will culminate in the adoption of detaited management policies
for individual ponds,

c. Assessment of Toxins ~vitfiin Rhode Island's tidal waters: Inven-

tories, evaluations amd recommendations for the control of hydro-
carbons, heavy metals and PCB's in Rhode Island''s tidal wat~rs will
be prepared.

C. Public Participation

The Council will continue its present public participation program and

will add the following new elements:
a. development of a program for senior citizen involvement in the

Coastal Management Program;
b. development of a coastal awareness exhibit for use throughQut the

state;
c. developm~nt and distribution of secondary school curriculum ele-

ments designed to heighten awareness and educate students in coastal
management issues.

D. Lon4 Term Planninq Efforts

Amendments to the Federal Coastal Zone Management Act passed in 1976,
stipulated that states must undertake detailed studies on the following
topics:
l. Energy Facility Siting; Section 305 (b)(8):

The Council's staff will undert3l;.~ a study on energy facility siting
in Rhode Island's coasta'I region. The broad outlines of this study
are set forth in Chapter 6.

2. Public Access to the Shore; Section 305 (b)(7):
a. The Council will undertake legal studies to verify contested rights-

of-way and identify additional rights-of-w~y in municipalities

where public access to the shore is limited.
b. The Council will investigate the need for additional conservation

and wildlife managem~nt areas in the coastal region and identify

appropriate sites.
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c. 'The Council, in cooperation with the Department of Enviro.nmental Man~gement
shall investigate the need for acquiring lands for inclusion in the
Bay Islands Park System.

d. On the basis of the above planning studies, the Council shall apply
for public access/istand acquisition funds, as deemed necessary
(Section 315 ~2))•

3. Coastal Erosion; Section 305 (b)(a):
a. The Council shall undertake additional studies to identify erosion

prone areas, the most suitable techniques for controlling such
erosion, and shall modify existing or as necessary develop new
management policies relative to these areas.

b. The Council shall continue to sponsor research to monitor long and
short term shoreline cha.nges along the state's south shore
beaches.






