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THE CITY O~ PROVIDENCE
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIOtJS

RESQLUTION OF THE CITY CCJUhICIL
~0. 424

Approved J ul y 9, 19 8 0

RESOLV~D, ~ ~That~. ~~the: ;Ci:ty -Co`u:nci:l, ~;bf: :the: Ci:ty ;of .Pr.ov'id.e,nc~: .

dDe.s heze_by -~c~c:ept. ~an~d :approue. .the ~:acco`un~,ing. ~f:irm pf:'.L~:uentho~l: ~

H:o•rw;a:.t~h, 40' finTes.tmirii:s~~er- =S.tree~ ~ .~.r,ov:id:e.noe:;.: RYiade; :.T-slarid,. ~02903:,

, f~sr~ ~the :r~ndPri~ng ::of ~iride:pendent ,ac:countin~g. se'rv~r~,e:s. :to. :the .Cit,y .

of ;Providen~e: in: .acc;ordance::wi_th: it,s .p.rop:asal: ~:ubm:itte~. to.:the

Commit.~:~e on: ~.~'i:narnce; arnd .

BE~~.IT :F.URTHER RESOLV'ED,- That~.~the .Ci~ty: Coun,cil, .h.er.eby

appro~:es. the .acceptance: .of. .the bid ;of ~'.L~ven~hal ,& Ho~rwa:th, iri an

amou:n~~~.not.~.to::exc~:ed:.Tli.ir:ty-T.wo.::T.hr~.u:sand,_: ~TYiree ~:Huridred _F.if~y. Doil.a.rs

($32,350.:00:): :f:or. ~the:.~is.cal~ year<~ending .J:une 30, 1980 and. .that~ ~said
u ~

rep:art ~be_ _su~mit~ed b.ack. ,to. the: Cit.y Counci:I:, ~

IN CITY COU~CEf.
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LAV E N T H O L & H O R WAT H 40 WESTMINSTER STREET

PROVIDENCE, RI 02903
~ CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS (4OI~ 421-4800

A MEMBER OF

HORWATH & HORWATH INTERNATIONAL

WITH AFFILIATED OFFICES WORLDWIDE

May 27, 1980

Committee on Finance
City Council
City of Providence
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Gentlemen:

We are happy to have had the opportunity to serve as the City of
Providence's auditors for the fiscal year ended June 30, 1979 and are p2.eased
to submit this proposal to perform an audit of the City's financial stat.ements
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1980.

~
By way of background, Laventhol & Horwath is an internationally known

accounting firm with offices in most major cities in the United States, as well
as other offices throughout the world. Our Providence office is located at
40 Westminster Street, Providence, Rhode Island. We have structured our service
so that our clients can be provided the benefits of our extensive financ~al and
business experience in addition to the examination of financial statements. Our
philosophy of practice is considerably different than that of other major firms.
Although we are a national accounting firm in practice as we_Ll as reputation, our
roots are in the small to medium-sized business community. Such clients typically
demand a level of personal service beyond the audit function alone. EveYy one of
our clients has assigned to it two partners, both of whom are familiar with all
aspects of that client's needs. The practice partner has direct personal responsi-
bility for all segments of that client's business, while there is a back-up partner

• available for consultation when necessary.

Our firm has extensive experience in governmental accounting, manage-
' ment assistance and auditing assignments for states and municipalities. 'Fhe

following is a list of municipalities in Rhode Island for which we have performed
auditing services during the past three years:

l. City of Providence, Rhode Island
Annual Audit

Providence School Department
Community Development Block Grant Program
Housinq Assistance Program
Local Public Works Grant Program

2. City of Cranston, Rhode Island:
Community Development Block Grant Program
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3. City of Warwick, Rhode Island - School Department:
Annual Audit (Form 31R)
Pupi1 Summary Data Form

4. Town of West Warwick, Rhode Island:
Local Public Works Grant Program
Water and Sewer Facilities Grant Program

Because of our extensive experience and familiarity with the accounting
and management needs of cities and towns and because of our knowledge of the
accounting systems and procedures employed by the City of Providence, we feel
particularly well qualified to again undertake an audit of the City of Providence.

We propose to perform an examination of the financial statements of the
several funds of the City of Providence for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1980.
Our examination will be made in accordance with generally accepted auditing stand-
ards, the American Institute of Certified Public Accountants' industry audit
guide "Audits of State and Local Governmental Units" and "Uniform Accounting and
Reporting Standards" issued by the Rhode Island Auditor General. Our examination
will include such tests of the accounting records and such other auditing pro-
cedures as we consider necessary in the circumstances. Our examination will be
for the purpose of expressing an opinion on the financial statements and such
supplementary schedules as you may require. It is not contemplated that we shall
make a detailed examination of all transactions or that we shall necessarily dis-
cover fraud, should any exist. We sha11, however, promptly inform you of findings
that appear to us to be unusual or abnormal.

Our examination will include reviews of the City's internal controls,
accounting policies, and accounting procedures. In addition to the reviews neces-
sary to perform an audit in accordance with generally accepted auditing standards,
we will commit an additional $2,000 of staff time, computed at our standard ra`tes,
to be used for performing a more in-depth review in any area of the City's finan-
cial operations which you may desire. Upon completion of our examination and
review procedures, we will issue a management letter which will include our find-
ings and recommendations concerning internal controls, economies and efficiencies
in the use of financial resources, compliance with local and state laws, adherence
to policies and any other matters which may come to our attention.

In staffing this engagement, we would utilize substantially the same
personnel assigned to the engagement during the previous fiscal year who have
acquired a great deal of experience and knowledge of the City's accounting systems
and operations. Utilization of these experienced staff personnel will enable us
to perform our audit more effectively and efficiently and will allow us to carry
out a more meaningful and in-depth review of the City's operations than would be
possible during an initial engagement.

In performing our examination, we would expect assistance from Finance
Department and other City personnel in the preparation of confirmation letters
and basic audit schedules and in pulling paid invoices and other documents for
our inspection in connection with the performance of our audit verification pro-
cedures.
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Our fees for this engagement, including out-of-pocket expenses, will
be $32,350 which will be payable upon completion of our examination and sub-
mission of our report and management letter. These fees include our availability
to provide accounting counselinq to you as you may reasonably require during the
year.

As part of our services, we will hold a pre-audit conference with the
Committee on Finance to discuss the scope of our audit and any areas of~concern
which you may wish to have us review during the examination, including the area
in which you will want us to perform our additional review procedures. In
addition, we would be happy to meet with you from time to time during the course
of our examination to discuss the progress of the audit and any preliminary findings
which .we may have made. These meetings could be held on a regular month'ly basis
if you so desire.

IIpon completion of our audit, we will also hold a post-audit conference
with your Committee to review the results of our audit and drafts of the financial
statements and management letter before they are published in final form.

We wish to express our appreciation for being invited to submit this
proposal and will be happy to provide you with any additional information that
you may require. We look forward to having the opportunity to be of continued
service to the City of Providence.

Very truly yours,

LAVENTHOL & HORWATH ~

~~s~.~{' ' ' ,r-~~
Donald S. Horowitz, Partner
Certified Public Accountant

DSH/bjw



July 9, 1980

Laventhol & Horwath
40 Westminister Street
Providence, RI 02903

Dear Sir:

Enclosed is certiffed copy of Reaolution No. 424, passed by

the City Council July 2, Z980 ana approved by Hfs Honor the Mayo

on July 9, 1950, the same being self expianatory.

Very truiy yours,

Rose M. Mendonca,
City Clerk.

xMr~s/ j ma
Enclosure


