
THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF TH E CITY C~U NCIL
No, i4s

Approved M a r c h 2 7, 19 8 0

WHEREAS, The .United States Departmerit of Health,

Educa-~ion and Welfare has prepa.red messages wYiich `are `trans-

mitted via.radio broadcasts to the .people of the.se United

States, and

WHEREAS, Encouragement of the, use of contr.acepti.ves

is.the purpose of the broacicasts, but by the wording ther.eof

pre~marital sex appears to be conaoned, and

WFiEi~'AS,; To limit :these messages to birth contr:ol,

witho:ut~ .addressing .the moral issue, leads .teenagers into

belie~ing: that moral and ethical values no longer: exist in.

our society,

NOW,. THE~REFORE, BE IT RESOLVED.,., That the Members, of

the City. Council of the City`of Providence, Rhode Islan:~.~, do

he.reby urge that future messages as prepared by the .United

States Department;of Health, Education and Welfare :perta:in.ing

to.birth control, address the moral issue .in oxder to clearly

point :o.ut~to the:younger gener:ation that moral and ethical

standards cont:inue to have propriety in our society.
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Rprii 2, 1980

United States Department of Health,
Education and Welfare

;,~oseph A. Califano, Jr. , Secretary
330 Independance Avenue
South West Washington, DC 20201

Dear Mr. Cc'~1if ano,

Enclosed is certified copy of Resolution Number 148 passed
by the Providence City Council and approved by His Honor the
Mayor ~fic your review.

Very truly yours,

Rose A4. Mendonca,
City Clerk.

RMM/jma
Enclosure
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~~ o~ DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE

~d,~o ~ ~ '~~°° PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICE
U.S.A

HEALTH SERVICES ADMINISTRATION

ROCKVILLE, MARYLAND 20857

Bl1REAU OF COMMUNITY HEALTH SERVICES

APR 1 4 1980

Ms. Rose M. Mendonca
City Clerk, Department
of City Clerk

City Hall
Providence, Rhode Island 02903

Dear Ms. Mendonca:

Thank you for your letter of April 2 regarding the radio and television
campaign on teenage pregnancy sponsored by the U.S. Public Health
Service.

This two-phase media campaign was launched in October to educate and
motivate adolescents to think and act responsibly about sex. While
each public service message is based in the film or television personality's
own words, the spots were carefully edited to convey the points that an
unplanned pregnancy can adversely affect a young person's life, and one
should not allow her or himself to be pressured by peers into having
sex. With more than a million teenage pregnancies occurring each year,
we had to accept the fact that ma.ny teens have made a decision to be
sexually involved and may need motivation to use birth control to prevent
unwanted pregnancies.

The subject is delicate and controversial, and it has been heartening
that support from local communities has been exceptionally high. The
campaign has succeeded in raising an awareness among many parents of
the teenage pregnancy problem and the need to communicate with their
children about human sexuality within the context of their own morals
and values. For your information we are enclosing excerpts from a few
of the supportive letters received from parents, educators, health pro-
fessionals and teens. In light of this, we feel this campaign has been
in the public interest.

~1e appreciate your interest in the teenage pregnancy media campaign. If
we can be of further assistance, please let us know.

Sincerely yours,

~

~~
'` dward D. Martin, M.D.

Assistant Surgeon General
Director

Enclosure
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E1~.CLRPTS I'ROri SOrI~ OI' TI-I~ LE`I"I'ERS SUi'POl~'~'ING THE I'I~A4ILY PLIII~NIIVG CELLL'?:ITIES i~~lllA
CAI~i.'AI GN

"T have two children who are not old enough to be concerned wS.th this (referririg to
the Er.ik Estrada PSA), but I hope th«t when th~y a.re olct enough, they will take
exactly the attitude Estr.ada sua,gesi:sa"

"I ha~e one young tcenage girl und another girl a7,most into her teens. I like th.es~=.
messagese I have tried my best to teach my gi:t:ls the right moral Staildr~I'ds~ but I
am not so far removed from my own teen years tnat I don`t remem}aer ho~a stro~.zg peer
pressure can be. If these PS~'s can keep even azle teenager from givin.g into the
pressure of today°s so-called life style, they are well ~~orth the time and efiorta"

"As a register~d nurse i.n a city hospital and chilclbirth educator, I wish to sa~~ z
am very impressed with your television ce::unercial warning against adalescent
,pregnancy.e.. My last patient was a 15 year old having hex' third childa These girls
are very interested in television anci influenced by the media...e"

"I was one of those girls who got pregnant at an earl.y age. At 18 years old I was
fresh out of high school and had star.ted my first semes-L-er at college. I became
pregnant and as a result I was very sick and had to dropout.e.e I know what an
er,perience.it was for me and what noi: getting a college education did to my liie
so I can imagine what it must be like for gir:l.s who range from 12-17 who den't get
to get a high school education.... Having a baby out of wedlock and especially ai: an
early age is really a rough situationo This is why I'm really ple~.sed to see yot~r
commercial on TeVa.o. I really hope your public announcement helps to cut those
figures to zero."

"All the lectt~res concerning virtue, chastity and virginity ha~re obviously not workec!
well enough. If another approach could possibly help, I'm all for it."

"I work in a lacal high school. The students are not stupide ,A lot of them have had
sex. I know of three young women that are now pregnant. I discussed the PSA (Erik
Estrada) with my students.... If people would discuss birth control with their childrer:
before it is too late, these young women might not have an unwanted pregnancy right
now."

"When we first saw that PSA (Erik Estrada}, my husband and I were very impressed. I
don't think teens are tolc~ enough alaout sex and prevention of unwanted pr_egnanci_ess
Apparently, not enough is being done to properly educate them."

"Regardless of religion or moral standards, unwed pregnancies do occur. If more your.g
people were well informed, they might not find themselves carrying the heavy burden of
being parents at an early age.".

"I am sixteen years old and have a little girl one year old. P7hen I was little I wishec
to be a model and still do. I love my little girl very much, but at the time I
never heard commercials about birth control and such and was never talked to about
sex and having children. I think these would have helped me alot (the PSA's). I
think they should~be on a¢amily program." ~
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"Personally, I want to ;:.hank y~u for airing thc~ messag~ (Lrik Estraaa PSA) . I
am certain tha.t it urough~~ a s;.'~ject up for discussion in many households tllat is
often very ha.rd for batli ~~arents and young Z~eople to know I~oti7 ~.0 3~ring up wlzen

, needede"

"Our family saw the PSA and. cliscuss~d the fact tl~at it would probably reach more o~
• the younc~ auc~ience than any nunioe~ oi parents or teachers could possibly reache"

"I fee~. fihe PS11 was done ~•~ith a very delicate touciz and on a lev~l youxig peopie can
re~ate tao ~ wish I`d seen something like ~.t when I was in my teens."

°°We learn from TV and I pers~nally think fihat this PSA (Erik Estrada) is one of uhe
best I have ever hearde"

~
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