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STATE OF FHOD~ TSLAND 1~1`7L~ ??ROVIDFNCF ~L~raTATzorls

COASTZ~L RE ~OURCES D~.ADTIIGE~~EI~TT CGUNCIL

NOTIC~; OI I~DOPT:LGri QF REGUL~.TIONS

In accor~ance caith anc~ pursuant to the provisions of the
"A~min~.strative Pr.aredur~s ~~c~~" (Section ~2-35-3 r~f the General Laws
cf Rhode Island) and the Rules ar.d Rec~ulations of the Coastal Resources
r2anay~~m~nt Cc~uncil, tr:e f~na.l. draft of the pro~osed interti.dal salt
mar~h regula~.i~ns to be adopted b_y the CoL?ncil at the regular monthly
me~ti.ng cn rlarch 11, 1.°75 at. 7:3Q p.m. in Room 313, of_ the State House,
is presently avai~_able for ~_nspection hy the ereneral publ~_c at the
off~ces cf tre Phoc'.e T_sla.nd Division of Coa.stal ~;esources, 83 Park Street,
Provi_dence, Rhode Is]azd bet~aeen the heurs of ?~30 a.m. and 4:00 p.m., '
Monday ~hrough Fric~,ay.

Parties inter~stec7 or cor~cerned in the above mentioned matter
are invitec? to be presen~- an~/c_r_ representer~ hy counsel at the above

. stated time and place.

All statements will be heard a.nd, recordec? and statements may be
submitted to the hearing off_icers at the time of_ the hearing.

Sianec~ this 13th c~ay of February, 1975.

", . ~ ,..~

John A. Lyons, Chai;rman
Coaatal R.esau.rces P'Igna.gemer_t Council

' IN CITY COUNCIL
MA~ ~ t975
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,, STATr OF RIIOD~ ISLAI~TD AND ~'ROVTDE!~1CL' PLAPITATIOI~IS
COASTAL RFSOiJfiCES P'[ADt~GEl`ZE~1m COUJ~iC i I~
ROOI"I 508, VETFRAD~S P~IEI'~10RYAL F3LIILDT_TTG
83 PARK STREFT, PROVIDENCE, R. I. 02903

I~-: accordance with and pursuant to the provisions of the
"Administr~tive Procedures Act" (Section ~2-'5-3 oi the Gen~r_al L~z~~-s ~f
RhociE Islai~!d) and the Ru1~s and Fegulations of the C~astal Resources

Management !~ouncil, a public hearing will be held for thc~ considerz.t~en

for adopt~ on o.f Coastal R~SOI.ZY'Ce5 P~anagemen-L- PoJ_~_cies ar_C Rcg~.11_at~o~^s
~~~h~ch s~~al~ conszitute the ~asis for ~}~e Coastal r~anae~ement :~J_an.
5p~cifi.cally, dealing with a11 aspects of_ the Ceastal P.es~urces I~~~.nanerzer.'_
Counci~.'s ju.risdiction and manac~ement of_ a11 ar~as of_ said jv.r_~_sc~ ~_ct~.oi~.
In the f~rm of rules of the acTency regarc~ing:

Chapter 1 - Gener~l Pclicy
C~apter 2- Procedures, Rules and Regulatior.s
Ci~apter 3 - Fees
Cha~ter 4- Chemical or Petroleum Processing Transf_er o.r Stoz~a~;c~
Chapter 5- Power Generating and Desalination Plants.
Chapter 6- Cables and. Pipe Lines
Chapter 7- Harbor, port facilities and marine transx~orta~i~n.
Chapter F3 - Piers, Dac}cs and r,.~.7h~rves
Chapter 9- Dredqing and L'illing
Chapter 10 - l~~inErals Extr~ction
Chapter Il -- Fishznq anc~ A.Cj11aCl11tUrP
Chapter 12 - P~~ar_ine Recreation
Chapter 13 -- F.ipa_rian rights
Chapter 14 - State--o~anec~ property
Chapter 15 - Shore lin.e protection facilities and physiograpr~.ic

featLires
Chapter I6 - Intertid.aJ_ salt marshes
Chapter 17 - Natural ar_eas of particular concern
Chapter 18 - Pollution Control

and the uses of_ the coastal resources relative to Chapter a6-23 of =~,e
General Laws of Rhod.e Islancl.

The hearing will be held at 2 0 00 p.m. on Thursc7ay, PTarch ?_0 ~ 1~75
in Room 313 of the State House, in Providence, Rhoc?e Islancl.

Parties interested in/or concerned with the above mentioned maLter
are invited to be present an~/or r_epresented by counsel at thc abo~~e
mentioned time and place.

Oral statements will be heard and recorded and statements may L~
submitted to the hearing officers at the time of hearing.

Signed this 14th day of February, 1975.

~~=~~~ ~~ ~ ~ ~
~,, s ~' ~,., f~:%~_. ~~ ,.-~,.,,~,,-.7';-~`.,,~--;a?..~--,...._... ~•'~, ~ ~.;~"~,;;=~-~~,: ~

JOHN;~~'t'~ j~ LYONS , CHAIR1~.~t~I~T ~~ ~
COA~''~`J`;'L RFSOURCFS P~~N~C_,E~~F'_1`_t' CC~?U"v'CILt,, .:.
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COASTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT COiTNCI7~

CHA,PTER 6

TITLE: Intertidal Salt N3arshes

DA'rE OF ADOPTION:

COUNC7:L AUTHORITY:

Chapter 279 o:E the Public Laws of 1971 established the Coastal Resources

Management Courzcil giving the Council prime jurisdiction over al1 intertidal

salt marshes of the State of Rhode Island. (G.L.R.T. 46-23-6 (B) (e))

REFERENCE DOCtJI~NTS ;

CROSS REFERENCES:

DEFINITION:

An intertidal salt marsh sha11 be defined as any land which borders or

lies beneath the tidal waters of this state and upon which grows one or more

of the following plant species:

a. Salt marsh grass (Spartina alterniflora)

b. Salt marsh meadow grass (Spartina patens)

c. Spike grass (Dictichlis spicata)

d. Blacic grass (Juncus~erardi)

e. Saltworts (Salicornia spp.)

f. Seaside lavender (Limonium carolinianum)

Such land shall be considered an intertidal salt marsh whether or not

tidal waters reach the area through natural or artificial water courses.

FINDINGS OF FACT:

The Council finds that the intertidal salt marshes of the state are a

valuable and necessary resource that must be diligently pxotected for the

following principal reasons:

Article l, Section 17 of the Constitution of the State of Rhode Island
and Providence Plantations guarantees to the people the free right of fishery
which cannot be enjoyed unless both finfish and shellfish are in abundance;

Intertidal salt marshes and the metabolic processes of plants and animals
found therein are known to furnish organic and in.organic nutrients and planlc-
ton necessary for the nurture of many important finiish and shellfish found
along the Rhode Island shoreline;

~` Intertidal salt marshes also provide essential breeding, feeding and
resting habitat for many species of birds and mammals throughout the year;
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Intertidat salt marshes have the capacity to absorb flood waters and

act as buffers against wave erosion and thus provide protection against

flooding.

The Cc,uncil finds that there exists the need for an upland buffer strip

bordering intarti.dal salt marshes to protect them from siltation and pollu-
t~.on and to safeguard the wildiife residing in the marshes from harassment.
Az? ~tn? and buffer s~7•ip wi11 a1~~ pr.ovide for t~ie natural inland migration
of ~.n~.ny salt m~~rshes caused. by rising sea level. Tn instances where the
Council's _,~xrisdiction may not extend inland to include said buffer strip,
it.shall be t3~e policy of th.e Council to encourage the Director of Natural
Resources to insure protection of said buffer strip through the authority
gran~ed to the Department of Natural Resources under G.L.R.I. 2-1-13 to
G.L~it.I, 2-1-Z7 inclusive.

The Council finds that the following uses, if pursued in reasonable
mor~eration, do not conflict wifih the management program of intertidal salt
ma.rshes: low irxtensity recreation including bird watching, fishing, clamming,
and hunting, scientific research and educational uses.

The Council further finds that any activity that disturbs the biologic
and hydroZogic process within an intertidal salt marsh and its associated
waters shall directly conflict with the Council`s program for the management
of intertidal salt marshes as contained in part herein, and further said
dicturbance of the said processes shall greatly damage the coastal environ-
ment.

REGULATIONS;

1. Any person who plans the alteration of an intertidal ~alt marsh in
any manner whatsoever sha11 apply for a permit fram the Council.
The applicant shall prove to this Council by a fair perponderance
of evidence that said proposed alteration shall not disturb the
biologic and hydrologic processes within the intertidal salt marsh.

2. The Council shall refuse to issue a permit for any activity that it
finds would disturb the biologic and hydrologic process within an in-
tertidal salt marsh and its associated waters, unless it is demon-
strated to thi~ Council that there exists sufficient reason to allow
such alteration. ~

3., Any person who either directly or indirectly deposits any ma.terial
including but not limited to mud, dirt, fill, refuse, effluents of
any kind, or who excavates or otherwise disturbs the bioZogic or
hydrologic process of an intertidal salt marsh, or any part thereof,
without first obtaining a permit issued by the Coastal (Resources
Ma.nagement) Council shall be subject to prosecution under the
authority vested in the Council under Title 46, Chapter 23 of the
General Laws of Rhode Island. Further, the Council shall direct
its chairma.n to bring a complaint in the.superior court to require
any such person to restore such intertidal salt marsh to the extent
deemed practical by the court.


