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RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
No. 475

Approved August 22, 1997

WHEREAS, The General Accounting Office reported in 1995 that
America's schools are not designed or equipped for the 21st Century; and

WHEREAS, An excellent education that provides American children with a 
fighting chance at the American Dream includes rigorous academic basic instruction, plus 
technological literacy and proficiency in working with computers; and

WHEREAS, By the year 2000, 60 percent of American jobs will require 
technology skills; thus, without early training in technological literacy, many of our future 
leaders will start their adult lives at a severe economic disadvantage; and

WHEREAS, While America's classrooms are supported by dedicated 
teachers, involved families, and bright young children, many of our Nation's classrooms 
lack the important technological resources that they need to prepare both teachers and 
students for a technologically advanced present and future; and

WHEREAS, Advanced technology has improved America's economic 
competitiveness, transformed commerce and communications, and improved the quality 
of life of millions of Americans, but it has not yet made as transforming an impact on the 
way schools educate children; and

WHEREAS, The Internet and the World Wide Web are revolutionizing the 
way individuals and organizations share and find information, yet only 14 percent of our 
classrooms have a telephone jack, and about 1 and 50 are connected to the Internet, 
furthermore, the most common computer in our Nation's schools is the Apple 2o, 
introduced over a decade ago and now on display at the Smithsonian Institution; and 
while 50 percent of schools have local area computer networks (LANs), less than 10 
percent of those networks connect with computers in classrooms; and

WHEREAS, Bringing America's classrooms into the 21st Century requires 
a major national investment in technology, including computers, software, and interactive 
intercormectivity; and

WHEREAS, The sums required to bring our classrooms into the 21st 
Century extend into the tens of billions of dollars; and

WHEREAS, Congress has authorized and funded several programs which 
invest in education technology, however, because of the immense scale of the need, and 
because primary and secondary education are primarily a local and State responsibility, 
bringing our classrooms into the 21st Century is best done in a manner that does not 
increase Federal Government expenditures of bureaucracy and keeps control as close as 
possible to the children and teachers who will benefit; and

WHEREAS, Many businesses invest their time and resources into 
classrooms; but the tremendous need for additional computer equipment and software in 
our classrooms, plus the wave of computer upgrades taking place among businesses in the 
United States, argue persuasively for an additional financial incentive to encourage 
businesses to invest thJirGjquipment into 21st Century classrooms; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The purpose of this Resolution 
is to direct the innovation and energy of private enterprise to the education of our young 
people, expand technological literacy, and bring the education of our young people into 
the 21st Century.

THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS
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IN TH« HOUSE or WSPRESENTATI’/ES
March 20, 1991

Mr. CUnNINGKWI (for hiinaelf, Mr. LSHIS of iCalirotnla, Mr, HUNTER, 
Mr. WELDON of Pennsylvania, Mr. SHAYS, Mr. SILLMOR, Mc- (SaEEHWOOD, Ma- PRYce of Ohio, Mr. FILNER, Mr- BILBRAY, tir. 
ENGLISH ot Pennsylvnnla, Mr, FOLEY, X?- FOX of Pennsylvania, 
Ms. iOTOREN, Mr. NORWOOD, Mr- WICKER, Mr. COOK, and Mt.
CIBBOHS) introduced the follewxng bill; which was referted to 
tho Committee on and Means

A BILL
To amend the internal Revenue Cede of 1986 to enhance c.h« incentive

CITVCOUNJCTL
CONG p.j Kennedy

for cootribuCionc of ccn^Uter taebnojogy artH eguipment fo~ 
eiamentacy ac. aecondacy school pucpesca. .
(italic->} 8e it enacted by the 3en»t« ajid Mouse of

Repreaentativea of the United scares of America in Congress 
aaeeoblea. [<-Icalic) 
SECTION 1. SHORT IJTLB-
Thia Act may bo cited as the '21Bt Century classrooms Act for 

Private Technology Inveaunent'.
sac. 2. fZVUliiGS MD

(a) FINDINGS- The Cohgeeas finds thar-j
(1? Tbo Qanoral AocoUntihg Office reported in 199S thee 

'America'a schools are not designed or equipped for the 213t 
Century' j

(2) an excallenc education that provides American children 
with a fighting chance at rhe -Rnerican Dream includes rigorous 
academia baaic inatructioa, plus teethnological literacy and 
proficiency in worKing with computara;13) by the year 2000, 60 percanc Jf Ainariean jobs will 
require technology akilla; Chua, witjhouc aacly training in 
teohnologisai literacy, many of out future leaders will start 
their adult livea at a severe ecor-.ondc disadvantage;

(4) while America’s olaaarooms are supported by dedicated 
teachers, involved famlliea, and brj^ghc young ehildcen, many of 
our Wation's olaatiaoms lack the important technological 
reaourcea that they ne*>d co prepare]both teachers and atudenca 
for a tcchnalogically advanced present and future;

(5) advanced technology has IsgiroVed America's eaonoiric 
ccrapetxtivenesa, tranaformed coamerce and comrounicatior.c, ano 
improved the quality of life of millions of Ainorlcans, but it 
has not yet made as rransforTtii.bg anj impact on the way achooio 
educate children/

Che Internot and tho World Wide Web are revolutioniting 
tho individuals and organizations share and find 
information, yet only 14 percent o;^ ouc claaacootnr have a 
telephone jack, and about 1 in 50 alee connected co the 
Internecj furthermore, the moat coai^h computer in out Nation's 
schools is the Apple 2o, introduced ovo£ a decade ago and now 
on display at the Smithaonian Inotltution; and while 50 percent 
of schools have local are* computer networks iLANa), less than
10 percent of thone nat-Horka connect with cotBputera in 
Claesrooms/
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(7, thotefore, bringing America'^ clararooip^ into the 21st 
Century rccjuireo a major national investment in cachnology, 
including computatay ooftuara, end interactive incerconnaetivicyj

tb) the anew required to bring our claaarooms into the 21 st 
Century excend into the tans of billions of dollars; 

<9J Congress has auchoritad and f-jndad several progtami which 
inuB»r. in education Z^ebnoloqyi however, hecauae of the ixuRenaa 
scale a£ the need, and because primary and secondary education 
are primarily s local and State rasportBlbility, bringing our 
clasflroQ&a into the ?13C Century is b^af done in a manna; that 
does not inoroaaa Federal Government erpondituror or 
bureaucracy and keeps control as close aa possiblo to the 
children and teachers who will benefit; and

(10) many businasses invest tbair t^me and resources into 
olesdreoms; but the cramendoUA need foe ^ddlti-ODal computer 
eguipment end software in our clesatopms, plus ch« wave of 
coirputcr upgrades caking place among businesses in ch® United 
Stateo, argue persuasively for an additional financial
incentive to encourage buaineases to invest their aguipmenc 
into 21st Century classcooma.

lb) PURPOSE- The purpose of thia Act is to direct the innovation 
and energy of private enterprloe to the education of our young 
people, expand techbologicnl literacy, aijd bring the education of 
our young people Into Cha 21st Century.
SEC. 3. COHT»Z3VTXC)iS FOR COMEUTfiR TKCaWQtQCf A»fP aQUI2MKNT CaH

EtftMCTfAay OR SECOWDASy SCHOOL JPURPOSCS.
(a) contributions OF COMPUTER TECHNOLOCy AND JEOOlPffENT FOR 

tLEMENTART OR SECOWDART SCHOOL PURE03BS-' Subaootioh (ei of section
170 of the Internal Rarvenue Code of 198£i is amended by adding at 
the end the following new peragrapht

* (€) SPECIAL RULE FOR CONTRlBUTlOJ^'s OF COMPUTER TSCHNOLoGy 
AND Equipment fop ELtoewTART oR seepNOAay school forfpses- 

'(A) LIKJT ON reduction- In the case of s gueliflod 
eXeraentery or aeeondary educational contribution, the 
reduction under paragraph il> (A) shall be no greater than 
the amount detoinnined under paragraph (3) IB) . 

‘(B) QUALIFIED BIRMEHTARY OR SECORDARY EDUCATIoHAL 
CONTRIBUTION- For purposes of cliia paragraph, the term 
'qualified elementary or secondary educational 
contribution* means a charitabl,* contribution by a 
corporation of any computer technology or equipment, but 
only if—

'(i) Che contribution is (to—
■(1) an educstienal oeganixation doaccibed in. subsection

(b)(1) (A)(ii). oe j
■(II) an entity described in seetionjSOI(cj (3) end exempt from 

tdjt uncer section S01C») (other ehan an encity described in 
sUbclausB (D) chat is ocganiied prljBarily for pueposeo of 
supporting •iomentary and eecondary edbcscion,

■(ii) the donCribution Ls made not later chan 2 
after the dec* Che taxpayc/r acquired the property (or 
tn the case of property constructed by the toNpayer, 
the date the construction (of th« property is 
substantially aomploted),

■ (iii) xubtttantially of the
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(iii) xubatantially of the use of the property
by the donee is for us® within the United Scotes for 
educational purposes in any of tha grades K-12 that are related to the purpose oiffunction of the organlrstion 
or entity,

(iv) tho property is not ersnaferrod by tho aoM« in 
exchange for rhonoy. other; property, or services, t:A':2opz
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£ox shipping, xnozallation and transfar costa, 
*(v) the ptoparcy uili fit productively Into the 

entity's aducation plan, and
'(vi) the entity's use aod diapoaition of the 

property will be in accordance with th» pcoviatons <3i 
(iili and (iv) - i

ICi CaVTUllStltlOH TO FXlVMTe royuiDATlOX- a contjexbucion 
by a coeporacion of any

cejoputer technology or acjuipmant to a private foundation (as 
defined in aeotion 509) ahall be cxtaced aa a quslltiod elementary 
or secondary educational concrlbution for purpoaea of tht« 
paragraph if--

'(i) the contribution to th«iprivata foundation 
aacfsfiea the caguiretnencs of ^launes (11) and (iv) of 
subparagraph (B), and
■(ii) ulthin 30 days after such contributicn, fch« 

private foundation--
'(IJ contributes the property to an entity described in clause 

(1) of subparagraph (B) that satisfies the, requireewnts of clauser
(iii) through (vi) of subparagraph (6), and

'(tl) notifies the donor of such oofittibution. 
■(D) SEECIAi MULE RELATING TO cquaTRUCTION Of PROEEHTy- 

Eor the puepofies of this paragrap:
apply-

'(E) DEFINITIONS- For the purposes of thix; paragraph--
(i) COMPUTBn TECHWOLOGY OB SaujPMDJT- Th« term 

’conipucer technology or agulpmAnc ‘ means computer 
software (as dafinod by section 197(e) (3) IB)), computer 
or peripheral eguipttent (as defined by section
169li) (i) (S)), and fib«r optic cable related toCOR^JUCBt use. I

■(ii) COBEQRATION- The term 'corporation’ has th® 
meaning giuwB to such term by paragraph [4i(D)-’

(b) COHTRIBUTIQNS or cash for cohwter techxclogy and ecuifkent 
rOR BLEMaNTWn OR 3EC0WDARY SCHOOL PURPOSES- Subsection (a/ of 
section 170 of such Codo i« amended by adding at the end the 
following new paragraph;

' (4) In the case of a corporation, the amount of each 
charitable conttibutior. ai cash to an erganiestian or antity 
described in sirbcectlon (e) (6) (B) 11) to be used by such 
organitation er entity for the purpose o£ acquiring computer 
technology or equipment (ax defined in aobsection (e)(6)(E)(11) 
shall be treated for purposes of this section as being equal to
110 percent of the amount of such coptribucien which (but for 
this sentence) would otherwiae be tajken into account under this 
section.'

(Cl EFFECTt'yT' DATE- The amendnents ntsde by tnio section shall 
apply to taxable years beginning after the calendar year in which 
this Act is enacted.
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facsimile Transinltta.1 Cover Sheet

Date:

To:

From: John J- Ixynbardi

Transmittal telephone no:

Message:

This facsimile transmission is intended only for the addressee 
shown below. It may contain information that is privileged, 
confidential, or otherwise protected from disclosure. Any 
review, dissemination, or use of this transmission or its 
contents by persons other than the addressee is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this transmission in error, 
please notify us immediately by telephone and mail the original 
to us at the above address.

July 31. 1997
Leslie

Mumber of Pages (including cover sheet): 4
421-6492'
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