City of Probidence

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
*

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

No. 123
Approved March 10, 2025

WHEREAS, Rhode Island Department of Education (RIDE) has reported a 30% increase
in Multilingual Learner (MLL) enrollment over the past five years; and

WHEREAS, RIDE’s ‘Rhode Island’s Strategic Plan for Multilingual Learner Success’
calls for the research and expansion of high-quality dual language and bilingual education
programs for multilingual learners; and

WHEREAS, The 2024 Factbook released by Rhode Island KIDS COUNT showed that in
October 2023, 2% (227) of RI public school teachers and instructional coordinators held an active
Bilingual, Dual Language, or English to Speakers of Other Languages certification; and

WHEREAS, RIDE’s Three-Year Analysis on Rhode Island Educator Emergency
Certificates found that language educator certificates (English to Speakers of Other Languages
(ESOL), Bilingual and Dual Language (BDL), World Languages (WL) Teachers) are the largest
group of emergency certificates (236) making them account for 29% of the certificates issued;
and

WHEREAS, Rhode Island General Laws § 42-5.1-1(1) affirms that proficiency in a
second or multiple languages can be a major tool for economic growth for our state and help
overcome this country's disadvantage in the world economy as we move into the twenty-first
century; and

WHEREAS, Rhode Island General Laws § 16-22-37 mandates that RIDE, in
consultation with local school districts that have a dual language program, create a model
policy and timeline to assist district leaders in developing and implementing such programs;
and

WHEREAS, Investments in dual language immersion (DLI) programs, focused on
program development, teacher professional development, and retention, will promote
educational equity and efficiency for Rhode Island students; and

WHEREAS, Education research demonstrates that dual language and bilingual

education programs can close the achievement gap and accelerate academic progress; and



WHEREAS, The expansion of funding for dual language and bilingual programs is
essential for advancing academic outcomes for multilingual learners and for achieving the
state’s goal for grade-level reading by third grade and other academic achievements; and

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 0457 appropriates $300,000 towards a dual language program
fund within the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, providing grants to local
school districts to support their own dual language programs; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 5744 creates a strategy to increase the number of bilingual,
dual language, and world language teacher certifications, and establishes a scholarship fund to
increase the number of bilingual, dual language, and world language teachers in urban core and
urban ring public schools; and

WHEREAS, Both S0457 and H5744 would be extremely beneficial for the students and
families of the Providence Public School District, as they will help the district design, launch,
and implement programs that reflect the language and cultures of the City’s diverse
communities; and

WHEREAS, The Providence City Council strongly supports the creation of a $300,000
fund within RIDE for dual language programs, alongside a $1 million scholarship initiative to
increase the number of bilingual, dual language, and world language teachers in urban and urban
ring public schools.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, The Providence City Council hereby supports
the passage of H5744 and S0457 and strongly urges the Rhode Island General Assembly and the
Governor of Rhode Island to enact this lifesaving legislation; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That this resolution be sent to lead sponsors
Representative Morales and Senator McKenney, the Speaker of the Rhode Island House of
Representatives K. Joseph Shekarchi, President of the Rhode Island Senate Dominick Ruggerio,
and the members of the Providence Delegation to express the strong support of the Providence

City Council for H5744 and S0457.

IN CITY COUNCIL.
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2025

AN ACT

RELATING TO EDUCATION -- BILINGUAL, DUAL LANGUAGE AND WORLD
LANGUAGE TEACHERS INVESTMENT ACT

Introduced By: Representatives Morales, Diaz, Alzate, Giraldo, Stewart, Carson,
Dawson, Handy, O'Brien, and Ajello
Date Introduced: February 26, 2025

Referred To: House Finance

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

SECTION 1. Findings of fact.

(1) The demographic divide in which there are less bilingual, dual language and world
language teachers and more multilingual students is of growing public concern,

(2) Currently, multilingual students comprise twenty-seven percent (27%) of students in
Rhode Island’s urban core student population and sixteen percent (16%) of Rhode Island’s
statewide student population (Rhode Island Kids Count, 2024).

(3) Only two percent (2%) of multilingual learners are enrolled in dual language programs
and comprise a large portion of urban core and urban ring school students.

(5) A common explanation of why the demographic divide is so conceming is that
multilingual students benefit most from instruction from teachers that are certified in bilingual, dual
language and world language.

(6) More students benefiting from dual language instruction may, in turn, translate into
better academic outcomes such as student motivation, improved interest in academics, consistent
attendance, and grades.

(7) Bilingual, dual language and world language teachers represent excellent role models
and provide a continuous source of inspiration for not only multilingual students, but all students.

(8) Linguistic separation and isolation can be countered through significant investment in

bilingual, dual language and world language teachers that will deliver academic content through
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multiple languages.

(9) Students learn important societal lessons through the example of cooperative interracial
and interethnic relationships among teachers.

(10) It is in the best interest of the state, its residents, and its students to develop and support
certified bilingual, dual language and world language teachers. The Rhode Island Blueprint for a
Multilingual Learner Success (2021) calls for a nimble system that "Secures and allocates human
and fiscal resources to support high-quality core instruction to meet the diverse needs of MLLs,
including professional learning opportunities for all teachers and administrators."

(11) Support for increased preparation and training of bilingual, dual language and world
language teachers can successfully be leveraged by providing direct financial support to public
institutions of higher education in Rhode Island working to increase the number of certified
bilingual, dual language and world language teachers.

SECTION 2. Title 16 of the General Laws entitled "EDUCATION" is hereby amended by
adding thereto the following chapter:

CHAPTER 117

BILINGUAL AND DUAL LANGUAGE AND WORLD LANGUAGE TEACHERS

INVESTMENT ACT

16-117-1. Short title.

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as the "Bilingual and Dual Language and

World Language Teachers Investment Act".

16-117-2. Definitions.

When used in this chapter, the following words and phrases shall have the following

meanings:

(1) "Bilingual and dual language educator" means a person who is certified by the

department of elementary and secondary education as a bilingual and dual language teacher in any

grade in accordance with the department of education regulation 200-RICR-20-20-1.

(2) "Eligible teacher" means a full-time teacher certified to teach in a kindergarten through

grade twelve (K-12) school by- the department of elementary and secondary education-and is

actively teaching within a public school located in the urban core or urban ring.

(3) "FAFSA" means the Free Application for Federal Student Aid form;

4) “Initial teacher certification programs” means Rhode Island approved educator

preparation programs that lead to full initial certification in Rhode Island.

(5) "Mandatory fees and tuition" means the costs that every student is required to pay in

order to enroll in classes, and does not inelude room and board. textbooks. program fees that may
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exist in some majors, course fees that may exist for some specific courses. meal plans, or travel:

(6) "Multilingual adult" means an adult who has demonstrated advanced low or higher

proficiency in the target language of certification in accordance with the American Couricil on the

Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) proficiency scale through any of the approved Seal of

Biliteracy language proficiency assessments including, but not limited to: ACT. SAT. Advanced

Placement (English Language and Cornposition. English Literature and Composition. and World

Language). ACCESS, LAS Links (Form C/D). AAPPL. STAMP 4S. and ASLPL

(7) "Multilingual learner" means a student who speaks a language other than English at

home,
8) "Recipient student" means a college student attending Rhode Island College or the

University of Rhode Island enrolled in a certification program for world language or bilingual and

dual language and is awarded a scholarship pursuant to the provisions of § 16-117-4.

(9) "Recipient teacher" means an eligible teacher who is awarded a scholarship pursuant to

the provisions of § 16-117-6.

(10) "Scholarship" or "scholarship program" means the scholarship program that is

established pursuant to § 16-117-4 to promote and increase the quantity of bilingual, dual language

and world language teachers in urban core and urban ring public schools.

(11) "State" means the State of Rhode Island.

(12) "Urban core" means the municipalities of Providence, Pawtucket, Central Falls

Woonsocket and Newport.

(13) "Urban ring" means the municipalities of Cranston, Warwick, West Warwick, North

Providence and East Providence.

(14) "World lan'guage educator” means a person who is certified by the départment of

elementary and secondary education as.an All Grades World Language teacher in accordance with

the department of education regulation 200-RICR-20-20-1.

16-117-3. Strategy to expand feaching certifications for bilingual dual language and

world language teachers.

The department of education is hereby empowered and directed to collaborate with the

office of the postsecondary commissioner and in consultation with Rhode Island college (RIC) and

the university of Rhode Island (URI) to increase and streamlinie the issuance of world language or

bilingual and dual language certifications in order to increase tlie number of bilingual and dual

language and world language teachers in urban core and urban ring public schools.

16-117-4. Scholarship program for college students.

(a) Beginaing November 1. 20235, there is hereby established a scholarship program within
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the office of the postsecondary commissioner to promote and increase the number of bilingual. dual

language and world language teachers in urban core and urban ring public scnools.
(b) The general assembly shall apnually appropriate, commencing in fiscal year 2026, the

sum of five hundred thousand ($500:000) to implement the scholarship purposes of this chapter.

Additional funds Bevond the scholarships may be appropriated to support and advapce the

scholarship prograny established pursuant to the provisions of this section. In order to support

administrative, recruitment. and implementation efforts. an amount not to exceed fifty thousand

dollars ($50.000) shall be used as discretionary funds by the office of the postsecondary

commissioner. Any unexpended discretionary funds shall revert to their original purpose of

providing scholarships. In addition to appropriations by the general assembly. charitable donations

may be accepted into the scholarship program.

(c) The office of the postsecondary commissioner. in conjunction with the financial aid

office at RIC and URI, shall administer the scholarship program for state residents seeking

bilingual, dual language or world language teacher certification who meet the eligibility

requirements in subsection (d) of this section.

(d) To be eligible for receipt of the scholarship. a student:

(1) Shall be pursuing a bilingual dual language or world language teacher certification as

part of the teacher preparation program at RIC or URI;

(2) Shall commit to work full-time as a teacher within one year of certification completion

at an urban core or urban ring public school in Rhode Island. The commitment to work full-time

shall extend to one year of teaching for each vear the recipient received and accepted an award of

scholarship pursuant to the provisions of this chapter:

(3) Shall qualifv for in-state tuition and fees pursuant to the residency policy adopted by

the council on postsecondary education, as amended. supplemented. restated. or otherwise modified

from time to time ("residency policy"):
(4) Shall complete the FAFSA and any required FAFSA verification or the Rhode [sland

alternative application for state postsecondary student financial assistance by the deadline

prescribed by RIC and URI for each year in which the student seeks to receive funding under the

scholarship program.

(5) Shall maintain an average annual cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 2.5 or

greater. as determined by RIC and URI:

(6) Shall commit to a repayment of all funds received by the scholarship program if the

recipient student fails to complete or comply with all requirements and provisions of this chapter.

(e) The office of the postsecondary commissioner, in conjunction with RIC and URI. shall
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develop a policy and procedure to secure the commitments referenced in § 16-117-4 from recipient

students.

(f) Every scholarship awarded pursuant to the provisions of this section shall be calculated

annually. Each -applicant and/or recipient student shall complete the FAFSA and any required

FAFSA verification by the deadlini¢ prescribed by RIC and URI for each year of attendance. The

scholarship award shall cover the annual cost of mandatory fees and tuition, less federal and all

other financial aid monies available to the recipient student. Once awarded. the scholarship may

continue for a period of up to two (2) vears conditioned on the recipient student's compliance with

the provisions of this section.

(g) All scholarships awarded pursuant to the provisions of this section are subject to

appropriation. and no_applicant shall have a right to receive any scholarship pursuant to the

provisions of this section until awarded.

16-117-5. Scholarship award preference for college students.

In selecting recipient students of the scholarship established pursuant to § 16-117-4.

preference shall be given to the following applicants:

(1) Multilingual adults with a bachelor’s degree from the United States or abroad: or

(2) Multilingual adults enrolled in an initial teacher certification program.

16-117-6. Scholarship program for eligible teachers.
(a) Beginning November 1. 2025. there is hereby established a scholarship program within

the office of the postsecondary commissioner to promote and increase the number of bilingual. dual

language and world language teachers in urban core and urban ring public schools.

(b) The general assembly shall annually appropriate. commencing in fiscal vear 2026. the

sum of five hundred thousand ($500.000) to implement the scholarship purposes of this chapter.

Additional funds bevond the scholarships may be appropriated to support and advance the

scholarship program established pursuant to the provisions of this section. In order to support

administrative. recruitment. and implementation efforts. an amount not to exceed fifty thousand

dollars ($50.000) shall be used as discretionary funds by the office of the postsecondary

commissioner. Any unexpended discretionary funds shall revert to their original purpose of

providing scholarships. In addition to appropriation by the general assembly. charitable donations

may be accepted into the scholarship program.

(c) The office of the postsecondary commissioner. in conjunction with the financial aid

office_ at RIC and URI. shall administer the scholarship program for state residents seeking

bilingual, dual language or world language teacher certification who meet the eligibility

requirements in subsection (d) of this section.

LCO01118 - Page 5 of 7
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(d) To be eligible for receipt of the scholarship. an eligible teacher:

(1) Shall be acuiveiy teaching fuu-time dt a. kindergarten through grade twelve (K-12)

public school located in the urban core or urban ring.

(2) Shall already be certified in early childhood. elementary. middle grades. secondary

grades. or all grades by the department of elementary and secondary education in accordance with

the department of education regulation 200-RICR-20-20-1.

(3) Shall complete the FAFSA and any required FAFSA verification or the Rhode Island

alternative application for state postsecondary student financial assistance by the deadline

prescribed by RIC and URI for each vear in which the student seeks to receive funding under the

scholarship program:

(3) Shall maintain an average annual cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 2.5 or

greater. as determined by RIC and URI:

(4) Shall commit to a repayment of all funds received by the scholarship program if the

recipient teacher fails to complete or comply with all requirements and provisions of this chapter.

(e) The office of the postsecondary commissioner. in conjunction with RIC and URI. shall

develop a policy and procedure to secure the commitments referenced in § 16-117-6 from eligible

teachers.

16-117-7. Promulgation of rules and procedure.

The office of the postsecondary commissioner:is authorized to promulgate rules and

regulations to effectuate the purpose of this chapter. In addition, RIC and URI shall establish appeal

procedures for the award. denial. repayment, or revocation of a scholarship award pursuant to the

provisions of §§ 16-117-4 and 16-117-6.

SECTION 3. This act shall take effect on November 1, 2025.

LCO001118
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO EDUCATION -- BILINGUAL, DUAL LANGUAGE AND WORLD
LANGUAGE TEACHERS INVESTMENT ACT

Aok

This act would authorize the office of the postsecondary commissioner to expand the
issuance of bilingual, dual language and world teacher certificates in urban core and urban ring
public schools by establishing two (2) scholarship programs, one for college students and one for
eligible teachers. The act would include detailed eligibility requirements and disbursement
requirements for Rhode Island college (RIC) and the university of Rhode Island (URI). In addition,
the act would permit charitable donations to the scholarship program as well as require an annual
appropriation of one million dollars ($1,000,000) by the general assembly.

This act would take effect on November 1, 2025.

LCO01118 - Page 7 of 7
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 2025

AN ACT

RELATING TO EDUCATION -- SUPPORT AND ACCESS TO BILINGUAL EDUCATION

Introduced By: Senators McKenney, Murray, Vargas, Gu, Lawson, Quezada, and Acosta
Date Introduced: February 26, 2025

Referred To: Senate Finance

It is enacted by the General Assembly as follows:

SECTION 1. Findings.

The general assembly hereby finds and declares that:

(1) Consistent with § 42-5.1-1(1), proficiency in a second or multiple languages can be a
major tool for economic growth for our state and help overcome this country's disadvantage in the
world economy as we move into the twenty-first century.

(2) Consistent with § 42-5.1-1(j), the state both affirms the right of every resident to nurture
their native language and also encourages all citizens to become proficient in English to facilitate
full participation in society and promote cross-cultural communication.

(3) Consistent with § 42-5.1-1(j) and (k), native language instruction facilitates the
development of English proficiency with multilingual learners and boosts the overall academic
achievement of such children.

(4) Consistent with § 16-22-37, the department of education ("department"), in consultation
with local education agencies ("LEAs") that have a dual language program, was mandated to create
a model policy and timeline to assist LEAs in developing and implementing a dual language
program.

(5) The Rhode Island Blueprint for a Multilingual Learner Success (2021) calls for
expansion of opportunities for MLLs to access high-quality bilingual/bicultural programs while
developing literacies in multiple languages.

(6) There is overwhelming evidence that the state could expect a very high return to the
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public by investing in high quality bilingual and dual language programming for all of our students.

(7) Dual language investments targeted towards program development for disadvantaged
children will help to promote both efficiency and educational equity for the children of our state.

(8) The expansion of funding for bilingual and dual language programs that advance
outcomes for multilingnal learners is critical to achieving the state's goal for grade-level reading by
the third grade and other academic achievements.

SECTION 2. Title 16 of the General Laws entitled "EDUCATION" is hereby amended by
adding thereto the following chapter:

CHAPTER 54.1

SUPPORT AND ACCESS TO BILINGUAL EDUCATION ACT

16-54.1-1. Short tile.

This chapter shall be known and may be cited as “The Support and Access to Bilingual

Education Act.

16-54.1-2. Definitions.

For the purposes of this chapter:

(1) "Dual langnage " or "DL" means a method of instruction that promotes a student's full

proficiency in all aspects of English and another language. DL programs educate students using

both English and a partner language for academic instruction and may divide the day by language

of instruction. Dual language programs may include: two (2)-way immersion programs that teach

multilingual learners alongside English-speakers who are learning a partner language: and one-way

immersion_programs_that serve a student population comprised of a predominant majority of

speakers of the same home language. This may include a student population with limited to no

rograms. are sometimes called developmental

in English (these one-way immersion

bilingual) or a student population with limited to no proficiency in the partner language (these one-

rams are sornetimes called world language immersion); and teachers pursuant

way immersion pro

to these programs shall meet appropriate state certification requirements in accordance with the

department of education regulation 200-RICR-20-20-1.

(2) "Local education agency" or "LEA" shall have the-same meaning as defined in 34 CFR

303.23.

(3) "Qualifying languages" means the most common languages other than English spoken

in the state according to the U.S. Census Bureau, and other state data sources including, but not

limited to, the Algonquin Narragansett language.

16-54.1-3. SABE act fund authorized.

The department of-elementary and secondary education (the "department") shall establish

LC001219 - Page 2 of 5
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a dual language program fund within the department. For purposes of funding this chapter, the

- general assembly shall appropriate the sum of three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000).

(1) Subject to funding for the program. the department shall establish agid maintain a dual

language ("DL") pilot program to provide grants to school districts and schools that establish DL~

programs.

(2) The expenses of administering the fund shall be paid from money in the fund.

(3) The fund shall consist of:

(i) Appropriations made by the general assembly:

ii) Charitable contributions to the fund subject to the provisions of § 38-2-2(4)(G); and

(iii) Other sources deemed appropriate by the department.

(b) Eligibility. Applicants shall be a certified local education agency (LEA) within the state

consistent with the provisions of 34 CFR § 303.2.

(c) An LEA may be eligible to receive a grant pursuant to the provisions of this chapter if:

1) The LEA uses a high-quality bilingual language instruction program model in
accordance with chapter 54 of title 16 and in accordance with regulations promulgated pursuant
thereto.

(2) The LEA has a multilingual learner student population exceeding fifteen percent (15%)

of the total pupil enrollment per RIDE data.

(i) The language(s) of instruction, in addition to English. shall be determined based on the

predominant home language(s) of the multilingual learner (MLL) student population.

(3) LEAs are encouraged to leverage existing funds including the state share of the MLL

funding formula distribution and federal funds.

16-54.1-4. Implementation of LEA dual language programs.

(a) LEA recipients of the SABE act fund per § 16-54.1-3. shall use funds for dual language

program planning and implementation activities including, but not limited to,

1) Partnering with education

(3) Procure high-guality currigular materials to enhance dual language instructien; and

4) Other activities designed to facilitate or promote the LEA’s existing or emergit

language programs.

(b) Develop and commit to an immediate or gradual staffing- plan to support the

kinderg_grten through grade twelve (K-12) dual language program; or

(c) Only, proggams that adhere to high quality dual language program standards may be

LCO001219 - Page 3 of 5



1 funded.

2 SECTION 3. This act shall take effect on July 1, 2026.
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EXPLANATION
BY THE LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

OF

AN ACT

RELATING TO EDUCATION -- SUPPORT AND ACCESS TO BILINGUAL EDUCATION

sk
This act would appropriate three hundred thousand dollars ($300,000) to establish a dual
language program within the department of elementary and secondary education. This act would
also provide for the implementation of the support and access to bilingual education (“SABE”) act
for all local education agencies (“LEA™) recipients.
This act would take effect on July 1, 2026.
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