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Approved Ppril 26, 2004

RESOLVED, That the Members of the Providence City Council
hereby Extend Sincere Best Wishes to Edward J. Lynch, Jr. for a complete and

speedy recovery.
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

" RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

1

Approved April 26, 2004

RESOLVED, That the Members of the Providence City Council
hereby Extend Sincere Best Wishes to Anthony D’ Angelis, Principal of Vartan

Gregorian Elementary School, for a complete and speedy recovery.
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DAvVID NQQLLINE

- Providence

Melody A. Johnson, Ph.D

—— Schools

OUR SCHOOLS. OUR FUTURE.

OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT

March 26, 2004

Dear Council Members:

Another busy spring week. We finished state required testing for another year, so people
are generally feeling upbeat on this sunny day.

This week we held two negotiation sessions, one with 1033 and one with PTU on school
reform. We discussed some of the things that are essential to consider if we are to
improve student achievement. The constraints of the budget, the imperative for co-
sharing of health care premiums, and the pressures of federal accountability are looming
large. It makes selling reform initiatives very challenging and in this climate. We are
both' making a very good faith effort, despite this however.

We continue to have problematic issues at Perry Middle School due to tensions revolving
around the state intervention requirements. Unfortunately, due to the fact the principal
has gone out on long-term illness, we have been unable to resolve the issues. In the mean
time, I have named assistant principal, Bob Palumbo, to the acting principal role and a
very strong teacher, Lenny Kiernan, to act in Mr. Palumbo’s place. He is also a certified
administrator. I think these two moves will bring some stability and move us in a more
positive direction. The central staff has been working very closely with the union
leadership to ensure that they have maximum support. I am confident we will quickly
resolve all outstanding issues.

The most exciting work this week took place on Wednesday. We had 126 teachers sign
up to begin the work of revising the Scope & Sequence and developing a series of interim -
assessments that we will use beginning in September. As you may be aware, the State
has revised the standards and we will be measured on new standards using a new
assessment beginning next spring. Instead of the New Standards, we will now be using
RI Grade Level Expectations (GLE). For the system, this change will involve hundreds
of hours of work and not insignificant expense. The good news is that RI will finally
have a very sound standards and testing system in place. The other great news is that our
teachers have really embraced a leadership role and welcomed the opportunity to craft the
new documents. All 126 of them will meet all day this Saturday at Springfield Middle
School along with our central leadership.



On Thursday morning I met with Gary Sasse from RIPEC to discuss the two pieces of
pending legislation that will impact school funding in our state. He had some very good
insights and we will be moving forward on them

The worst news of the week was Anthony D’ Angelis, principal of Vartan Gregorian, who
was involved in a very serious car accident Wednesday evening. He underwent surgery
at RI Hospital for several hours yesterday, but is doing well. Most of the injury was
sustained in his head and upper body. His face required 1,000 stitches and extensive
plastic surgery. Please keep him in your thoughts and prayers. Eileen Koshgarian is
substituting for him in the interim.

Ms. Mercedes Torres, principal of Cornel Young Elementary will also be out for a short
period of time beginning next Thursday. Mr. DiPippo will be substituting for her.

Enjoy your weekend. I encourage you to come by the Art Club, Maxwell Gallery, on
Sunday from 2:00 — 4:00 if you are out and about and see some of the wonderful work of

some of our students.

Best,
Melody

797 Westminster Street ¢ Providence o Rhode Island 02903-4045 e (401) 456-9221

The Providence School Department does not discriminate on the basis of age sex, sexual ol 1 origin, color or disability in accordance yvith applicable laws

and regulauons
MISSON: Students of all ages in the diverse cultural mosaic of the Providence Ci y will be enthusiastic, life-long learners, workers and citizens, each with marketable

"

skills achieved relative 10 his or her ability. These will ifest th Ives in a nurturing envi driven by 1k in ional opportunity
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THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE .

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

No. 153

Approved April 26, 2004

RESOLVED, That the Members of the Providence City Council

hereby Extend Sincere Best Wishes for a Happy Birthday to Council President

John J. Lombardi on April 30, 2004.
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