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PROVIDENCE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION :

ir«̀  150 Benefit Street r
Providence, RI 02903 j
(401) 277-2678 ~C: i

November 21, 198S

Mr. Nicholas W. Easton, Council President
219 Lenox Avenue
Providence, R. I. 02907

Dear President and City Council Members:

According to Ch. S44 of the Providence City Ordinance, Article VI-A,
Section 1-8, the Providence Historic District Commission must establish
first and second priority lists for buildings within the historic
district zoning areas. These lists are to be reviewed by the
Commission at least once every five years and the Commission shall
make its recommendations for changes to the City Council.

After careful study and review of the priority lists for the College
Hill Historic District, the Providence Historic District Commission
voted and approved the enclosed list: of buildings within the district
at a meeting on September 27, 1982.

Due to an oversight on the part of the Commission, this list was A&
forwarded to the City Council for approval as is the proper prbcedure
according to the City Ordinance.

It is important that these buildings be properly recorded and tive t,
appeal to you at this time to approve them as submitted. I am
enclosing a'.copy of the sections of the Ordinance pertaining to the
priority lists and a copy of the minutes of the meeting of September 27,
1982 substantiating the approval by the Providence Historic District
Commission.

I am hopeful that this matter can be placed on the agenda for your
next council meeting, December S, 1985. If I can be of further
assistance, please do not hesitate to call me.

Sincerely,

Mrs. George E. Downing

/tb IN CITY COUNCIL

FEB 6 ,1980
Enclosure AND APPROVED

cc: Rose Mendonca .
Andrew Annaldo
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PROVIDENCE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

150 Benefit Street
Providence, RI 02903
(401) 277-2678

November 21, 1985

Mr. Nicholas W. Easton, Council President
219 Lenox Avenue
Providence, R. I. 02907

Dear President and City Council Members:

According to Ch. 544 of the Providence City Ordinance, Article VI-A,
Section 1-8, the Providence Historic District Commission must establish
first and second priority lists for buildings within the historic
district zoning areas. These lists are to be reviewed by the
Commission at least once every five years and the Commission shall
make its recommendations for changes to the City Council.

After careful study and review of the Priority lists for the College
Hill Historic District, the Providence Historic District Commission
voted and approved the enclosed list of buildings within the district
at a meeting on September 27, 1982.

Due to an oversight on the part of the Commission, this list was not
forwarded to the City Council for approval as is the proper procedure
according to the City Ordinance.

It is important that these buildings be properly recorded and we
appeal to you at this time to approve them as submitted. I am
enclosing a cony of the sections of the Ordinance pertaining to the
priority lists and a copy of the minutes of the meeting of September 27,
1982 substantiating the approval by the Providence Historic District
Commission.

I am hopeful that this matter can be -placed on the agenda for your
next council meeting, December 5, 1985. If I can be of further
assistance, please do not hesitate to call. me.

Sincerely,

Mrs. George E. Downing

/tb
Enclosure

cc: Rose Mendonca
Andrew Annaldo
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PROVIDENCE HISTORIC DISTRICT COMMISSION

40 FOUNTAIN STREET
PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02903

MINUTES

A meeting of the Providence Historic District Commission
was held on Monday, September 27, 1982, at the Rhode Island
Historical Preservation Commission.

Members Present: Antoinette Downing, Chairman
Samuel Cate
Russell Gower
Jane Parker
Lee Worrell

Staff:

Guests:

Call to Order:
Commission was
presiding.

Trisha Kenyon

Barbara Gywnne
Kathy Goddard

The meeting of the Providence Historic District
called to order at 3:30 p.m., Mrs. Downing

Mrs. Downing introduced David Harrington, a fifth year
architecture student at the Rhode Island School of Design, to
the members of the Commission. Mr. Harrington will be working
on a slide presentation to be given to the East Greenwich
Historic District Commission as part of his semester's academic
coursework.

425 Benefit Street

Kathy Goddard presented plans for the construction of a
porch on the front elevation of the house located at 42S Benefit
Street. The Commission requested that the single raised field
panel on the front and sides of the entranceway and the tri-
angular panel beneath the steps be substituted for flat butting
boards with no leveled edges.

On a motion by Mr. Cate, seconded by Mrs. Downing
VOTED TO APPROVE THE PORCH STEPS IN CONCEPT WITH THE RECOMMENDED
AL I'URAT I ONS MADE.

72 Soiali 1M41n stroot

The owners ol' the building requested that the Commission
approve a white rubber roofing jiiaterial for the lower roof on
the rear ol- the building. fir. Cate said that a white colored
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roofing substance would only be appropriate if it could not
be seen.

VOTED TO APPROVE. TIIE- USE OF TIIE PRODUCT II~ IT WOULD NOT BE

t VISIBLE  AND IVOl1Ll1 APPIZOVE THE SAMI: ROOFING MATERIAL. IF IT WAS
A MARKER COLOR ]F I'1' WILL BL VISIBLE.

llij i'ity Lists

Ms.. Kenyon showed the Commission members slides of buildings
that were recommended for inclusion in the first and second
priority lists. The Commission Irecommended that the southern
end of Benefit Street, George Street, the .Hope Club on Benevolent
Street, and 23 Arnold Street be included as well.

On a motion by Mrs. Parker, seconded by Mr. Gower

VOTED TO APPROVE THE ADDITIONS INTO THE FIRST AND SECOND
PRIORITY LISTS. THE REQUESTED ADDITIONS WILL BE.VIEWED BY THE
COMMISSION AT A LATER DATE.

On a motion by Mr. Worrell, seconded by Mr. Cate

VOTED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 4:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Trisha Kenyon



College hill Historic District

Recommendations to the first priority list - approved
by the Providence Historic District Commission,
September 27, 1982.

t

!Arnold St.rcet

8
10
12
14
18

i 2 ry

Benefit Street

30
Carriage house to 30 Benefit Street
40
42-44

• 43
48
49
50
52
S6
62
6S
78
80
84
88
94
98
101
102
106
119
133-35
157-65
309 (3 Charlesfield)
332-336

Benevolent Street

1

Congdon Street

85-87
88
90
93
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Congdon Street (cons)

98
99-101
104
120

George Street

2

Power Street

33
85
89
93
99

Prospect Street

4S
62
72

South Main Street

86
231
24S-S7
263-73
283-97

Thomas

S & 7
7
9
1.0

Waterman Street

64

Williams Street

77-79
89
91
97



property values in such districts: (c) foster civic beauty: (d) 1. There is also incorporated and made a part of the trirhin
strengthen the local ec•ononnv: (e) promote the ase of historic- Ordinance as appurtenant to .raid Historic College Hill DiS]TTri a
districts for the education, pleasure and welfare ofthe citizens of first priority list, and asecond prioritylist of structures syithinsaid
the Citt. College Hill District, said lists being appended hereto.

All provisions of Chapter 544 as amended shall apply to the

historic districts created hereunder. except as hereby othertise

provided. together :cith :re additional requirements set forth

herein.

B. Regulation of Strut:tires.

No structure shall he cony:rutted. altered or repaired, moved or

demolished in ant historic c:isiric i established hytheci{t Council.

except in compliance with the requirements set forth in this

Article.

Structures within an his:grit- district having ,great historic and

architectural worth and it inch are deemed to he so valuable that

ant change to their exterior appearance or their removal or

destruction will he a Qreat loss to the Cin•, State or .Nation. shall he

described h:street and number and name, ifanr, and ht assessor's

plat and lot nunther on a,'irst priority list.

Structures itithin an historic district deemed to he valuable for

the period oh architecture titer represent and important to the

neighborhood within winch Chet exist shall fie devcrihed hi-

assessor's

r

assessor's plat anti tot numr,er on a second priori::-list.

C. Historic Coilege HU District.

1. There is herehr created an Historic College Hill District.

The houndaries of which are shotrn on the map , ,ctirled "Historic

College Hill Distrrcr", dared Fehruart• 14, 19611, which map is

incorporated and made a part of the within Ordinance.

[Both Sides of Posner Street, betsseen Thayer Street and Gov-

ernor Street, (Ord. 197-. Chapter -7-43.)]
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D. Historic District Commission.

(!) Creation of Commission:

In order to execute the purposes declared in thiv Article, there is
hereh.t- created a commission to he called the "Historic District
Commission. "

(Z) Membership of Commission:

The Historic District Commission shall consist of seven (7)
menthers who shall reside in the Cir.v of' Providence. The}-shall he
appointed hr the .Uator for three-tear terms,, provided that two
of the initial memher•s shall he appointed /oi r one !'ear: rnro for two
rears: and three for three rears..41/ initial terms shall commence
September /. 1960. The .Va or shall appoint the Chairman ol'said
Commission. /if the event of if vacanc•r on the Conmcission
interim appointments mra.t he made hr the Mai•or to fill the
unexpirccl tern: of a rnemmer. Dult organi_ed and existing
prescryurion sou ieties ntuy present to the .tlator lists of qualified
c•iti_ens, but the Mator• shall not he restricted to such fists in
making his appointments to the Comntissiorc. Thentenrhet-s f  the
Con1lnissiolt shall serve trithocu contpensallon.

(3) Duties and Potters of the Commission:

h shall he the duty ofthe Commission tore vie w all plarta /(It he
construction. alteration. renuir, moving, or demolition l
structures in an historic district affecting the exterior appearance
of an.r vtowtture. and it shall have the potter to pass uptan mrh
plans before a permit for such ac•tiyit_r mat- he !,ranted In
reviewing plans, the Comrmnsvion shall,giye c•on.siderarion to a) the
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surrounding area. It is not the intent of this Article to limit nets•
construction. alteration, or repair to any one period of
architectural sn•le.

The Commission shall review the prioritt• lists at least once
even five rears and, it,' after careful study, it deems structures on
the lists not worth}- for inclusion on the list, or if it deems
structures not on the list worthv ofrnclu.6017 on the lists. it .shall
stake its recon mendaiions,for such :'han,ges to the Citt' Council.

The Commission shall have the power to call in experts to aid it
in its deliberations. Expenditures of the Commission shall he
limited !o amounts appropriated for its use.

The Commission shall have the power to issue a Certificate of'
approval it it approves of the plans submitted to itfor its review,
or mar reject plans it it.feels they do not meet therequirements set
forth in this Article. The Department of Building Inspection.shall
not issue a huilding permit uuttil.stuh Certificate o/ Aproval has
been issued hr the Commis's'ion.

(4) Rules of the Commission:

The Historic District Contmi.csion shall elect front its
177rtnbership a t'i(e-Chairman, whose term of office shall hefixed
by the Commission. The Chairman shall . preside over the
Conunis.0017 and ,hall have the right to vote. The Vice-Chairman
shall, tut case of ahwnce ordisandit yof the Chairman. per101777 the
duties ct the Chairman.

The Commission shall have assignee/ to it a sec•retar~r who mar
he an employee of the Cin• Plan Commission. The secretary shall
keep a record of all resolutions, pro(eedings and actions of the
Historic District Commission.

At least four members of the Commission shall constitute if
quorum our the trattsactioh of its husitiess. The Conunission shall
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adopt rules for the transaction if its business which shall provide

for the time and place of holding regular meetings. They shall

provide for the ct.11ing of special meetings by the Chairman or hr

at least two members of the Commission. All meetings oh the

Commission shall he open to the public, and any person or his

dull• c•onstimied representative shall be entitled to appear and be

heard on any matter before the Commission before it reacher its

decision.

The Commission shall keep a record, which shall he open to

public inspection, of its resolutions, proceedings and actions. The

concurring vote of four n7enthers shall constitute approval of

plans before it _htr review, or for the adoption of am resolution,

motion, or other action of the Commission. The concuring note of

four (4) members shall he necessary for disapproval. The

Commission shall submit an annual report of its activities to the

Mayor and City Council.

F_—Proc•edure for Review of Plans.

Application for a permit to build, alter, repair, 1770ve, demolish

or stake ant• addition to any .structure, which affects its exterior

appearance in am historic• di.stric•t .shall he rttacle to the Director of

Building Inspection. The application shall state whether the

property is in an historic district.

Plaits shall he submitted .showing the .structure in question and

also showing its re/ationship to adiac•ent structures as required b.y

present or future Ordinances. Upon the filing ofsu(c•h application.

the Director of Building inspection shall Iran n7it it, together with

accompanying plans and other information to the Commission.

The Historic District Commission shall meet within fifteen

(15) dars after its receipt t,l said application. unless otherwise

mu malls agreed tcpon by the applicant and Comm nission, ~ d

Shall review the plans according to the duties and powers `
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City of Providence

an a

Y +1

Rhode Island

Department of City Clerk
MEMORANDUM

DATE: December 9, 1985

T0: City Solicitor Edward C. Clifton

SUBJECT: 
CORRESPONDENCE FROM PROVIDENCE HISTORIC DISTRICT
COMMISSION

CONSIDERED BY: Councilman Thomas F. O'Connor, Chairman
Committee on Urban Redevelopment, Renewal and Planning

DISPOSITION: Attached hereto is correspondence from Mrs. George E.

Downing, Chairwoman of the Providence Historic District

Commission in reference to establishing first and second

priority lists for buildings within the Historic District

zoning areas.

As stated, these lists are to be reviewed by the Com-

mission at least once every five years and its recommenda-

tions for changes submitted to the City Council. The com-

munication is self-explanatory.

Accompanying also are minutes from the Commission,

together with the priority list and the portion from the

Zoning Ordinance of the City of Providence.

Chairman O'Connor requests an opinion as soon as

practical as to whether or not this matter is to be reported

out of Committee as a communication, Resolution, or Ordin-

ance. The procedure for this matter does not appear to be

outlined in the Zoning Ordinance.

City Clerk



PROVIDENCE HISTORIC DISTRICT COWIISSION
40 FOUNTAIN STREET

PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND 02903

MINUTES

A meeting of the Providence Historic District Commission
was held on Monday, September 27, 1982, at the Rhode Island
Historical Preservation Commission.

Members Present: Antoinette Downing, Chairman
Sarmel Cate
Russell Gower
.Jane Parker
Lee Worrell

Staff: Trisha Kenyon

Guests: Barbara Gywnne
Kathy Goddard

Call to Order: The meeting of the Providence Historic District
Commission was called to order at 3:30 p.m., Mrs. Downing
presiding.

Mrs. Downing introduced David Barrington, a fifth year
architecture student at the Rhode Island School of Design, to
the members of the Commission. Mr. Harrington will be working
on a slide presentation to be given to the East Greenwich
Historic District Commission as part of his semester's academic
coursework.

425 Benefit Street

Kathy Goddard presented plans for the construction of a
porch on the Front elevation of the house located at 42S Benefit
Street. The Commission requested that the single raised field
panel on the front and sides of the entranceway and the tri-
angular panel beneath the steps be substituted for flat butting
boards with no leveled cages.

On a motion, by Mir. Cate, seconded by Mrs. Downing
VOTED TO APPROVE THE PORCH STEPS IN CONCEPT WITH THE RECOMMENDED
AI, i'E'RAT IONS MAIW .

72 Soli li hi:lia Stt-oot

The owners o1- the building requested that the Commission
a1prove a white rubber roofing material for the lower roof on
the rear of the huiIkiing. \lr. Cate said that a white colored
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J roofing.substance would only be appropriate if it could not
be seen.

VOTED TO APPROVE TIIE USE OF Till: PRODUCT IF IT WOULD NOT BE,
VISIBLE AND WOULD APPROVE THE SAME ROOFING MATERIAL IF IT WAS
A DARKER COLOR IF IT WILL BE VISIBLE.

!'riori tL Lists

Ms. Kenyon showed the Commission members slides of buildings
that were recommended for inclusion in the first and second
priority lists. The Commission recommended that the southern
end of Benefit Street, George Street, the Hope Club on Benevolent
Street, and 23 Arnold Street be included as well.

On a motion by Mrs. Parker, seconded by Mr. Gower

VOTED TO APPROVE THE ADDITIONS INTO THE FIRST AND SECOND
PRIORITY LISTS. THE REQUESTED ADDITIONS WILL BE VIEWED BY THE
COMMISSION AT A LATER DATE.

On a motion by Mr. Worrell, seconded by Mr. Cate

VOTED TO ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 4:30 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Trisha Kenyon

J



College bill historic District

Recommendations to the first priority list - approved
by the Providence historic District Commission,
Scptembc:r 27, 1982.

Arnold Street

8
10
12
14
18
20

Benefit Street

30
Carriage house to 30 Benefit Street
40
42-44
43
48
49
50
S2
56
62
65
78
80
84
88
94
98
101
102
106
119
133-3S
157-6S
309 (3 Charles-field)
332-336

Benevolent Street

1

Congdon Street

8S-87
88
90
93



-2-

Congdon Street (cons)

98
99-101
104
120

Ceor2e Street

2

Power Street

33
85
89
93
99

Prospect Street

4S
62
72

South Alain Street

86
231
245-S7
263-73
283-97

Thomas

S ~ 7
7
9
10

Waterman Street

64

Williams Street

77-79
89
91
97
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property values in such ,iistricts: (c) foster civic heauty: (d)

strengthen the local ec'ononn: (e) promote the use of historic

districts for the education. ̂ ieasure and welfare of- the citizens of

the Citv.

A// provisions of Chapter X44 as amended shall apply to the

historic districts Created hereunder, except as he•rehv otherwise

provided, together uh :ire additional requirements set f<utlt

herein.

H. Regulation of Siruc:ures.

Vo strut cure shall he con,: rm fed, altered or repaired. moved ccr

demolished in ant historic risrrtci esranlishecl hvilneciiv Council.

except tit compliant e crash the requirements set forth in this

.4rrtcle.

Sirntcittres trithrrr art his:uric cli.strict having .great historic and

archiieciural trorrh and t+ Pith are cieemecl to he so valuable that

ant• change to their exierror appearance or their removal of-

destruction

r

destruction willhea treat ;c to the Ci{v. State or Nation, shall ht,

clescribeci hvs tree r and num-er ancinante, ifarn, and by a.sse.csor'.s

plat anti lot number on a first Prioritv list.

Structures it ithin an historic district deemed to he valuable for

the period of architecture :hel represent and important to the

neighborhood a irhin t, iu: n then west shall tie des'c'ribed by

assessor'; plat anti tot rium; per on a second priority ii.st.

C. Historic C(-)ilege Hi.' District.

/. There is hert,bv creL;!eci at Historic College Hill District.

The houndarwt, o1 tc  hicn a',,  sitott n on the map,',nitled "Historic

College Hill District ciateci Fehruary 14, MO. which mup is

incorporated and made a :-art of the within Ordinance.

[Both Sides of Posner Street, benseen Thaver Street and Gov-

ernor Street, (Ord. 197". Chapter 7-4311
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?. There is also incorporated and oracle a part nl' the within
Ordinance as appurtenant to said Historic College Hill Dis<•rirt a
first prurrit t' list, and a second priorit v list o f'sn•ucrure.s within said
College flill District, said li.sis heing appended hereto.

D. Hi.storu' District Commission.

(1) Creation 
o1.

Comnlissmn:

In orcle•r to everute the ptirposes declared in tIris Article. there is
hert,hv Crcaied a Comtnts.sion to he culled the ilisrortc Di.sirici
Coninil.s lion...

(?) Membership of Cunrr>rrsskrn:

The Historic District Contmi.ssion shall consist of seven (7)
menrhers who shal/ reside in the City of Providenu•. Thershall he
uppmwecl bv the .flavor /Or three-rear terms: Procidcel that ,wo
o. the initial oienihers .shall he appoinred loronc rear. tit o for two
.rears: and three for throe i ears.. i// initial termsshall cotrrnrenc•e
,Septemher 1. 1960. The .ifa vc,r +/tall appoint the Chairman of said
Commission lit the cl.cnt a a Varunct' r,n fire Comnir iopt
interim uppouitmeti.s Inav he made by flit' lfavor to fill the
unexpired feint of a pnerm>er. Duly or,gum-eel anti existing
preservaiic,n so( ietics mar present to the flavor lisis of qualifie ti
cifi--ens, but flit, flavor shall plot he restricted to .such lists in
mukinL his uppoinfnuorts to rile Comnlis.sion. Fire eplemhers r+t the
Commission shall scvve n'ithotu conrpensafion.

(3) Dunes anti Potters of the Conitnismm:

It shall hr the dut t of the Commission to r•eviett till plain. /or •ire

corrstreictiom ulteraii err. repair moving. or detoobiion ­1
strut, tures in art historic district ulf'ctint; flit, exterior appearance

of an  snvu tore. and it shall have the potter to pass nykrrt cite h
Plans ht,•/(re a permit for such tictivity may he granted lit
vet it,trin_t; plans. tilt, Commi.ssiort shall give consideratiort to a) the
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surroundine area. It is not the intent of this Article to limit new
construction, alteration, or repair to any one period o!
architecntral stile.

The Contnti.c.sion shall review the priority lists at least once
et•ery lore rears and, if, after carefid said}•, it deems stoic lures on
the lists riot worthy for inclusion on the list. or if' it deems
structures not on the list trorthy o/'ou•lusiort on the lists. it shall
retake• its recommendations for such : hanges to the Cin• Council.

The Cot? imon shall have the potter to cull in e.sperts to aicl it
in its :irhheramon. Expenditures of the Conmti.ssiotn Shull he
limited tc, amoittnis upproprimed fi)r its Use.

The ( -unmi.won shall has r the potter it.) issue u Certificate of
appro: ai if it approves of the plans strhntilted to it for il.s review.
or mur rears,, plans if it.leels then do not meet the regttirementsset
forth in this Arti, le. The Depart Merit Of Bttilyditng Inspection shall
not islue' a hutldm1~ pernut until sucl; Certificate of Aprov al has
bren i~ ~ueci hi the Commission.

(4) Rugs of the Commission:

The Hivorv, District Comnnission shall elect from, its
ntrmthership a ! ice-Chairman, it hose term of of fire shall i)e fi.red
by the Commis,ton. The Chairman shall preside over the
Cominu,ston uttcl snail huge ilneri,ghi to vote. The Vice-Chairman
shall. in case- of absence orclsahilin of the Chairman, perform the
cites ,,r floe Chairman.

The Contirt mon shall have asst,kneel to it a secretar; it-ho mar
he an e•mploi ec of the City Plan Commission. T he s'ecreturr .shall
/seep a record of 4111 resohnion.s. proceedings and actions of the
Nlstori, Oistrtcr Conmtission.

Ai /cast lour memmhers of the Comnnission shall continue a
gttonim /or the transaction of its business. The Commission xiiall

Est

adopt rules for the transaction if its husirwss which shall provide

.for the time and place of holding regular meetings. They shall

provide.lor the calling of special meetings ht the Chairman or hr

at least tit'o members of the Connmissiort. All meetings of the

Commission shall he open to the ptihlic, and am person or his

duh- constituted repre.serntaiii,e sltali he entitled io appear and he

heard on ant' matter before the Commission heiore it mashes its

decision.

The Commission .shall keep a record, which .shcH he open to

public inspection. of its resolurions, prc.,e eediml-.s and acnoru. The

conc•urrini> vote of fotU' members shall constitute cpnrotal of

plans heli,re it for ret•ieti , or for the udopnon of any resolution,

motion, or other action ofthe Corn/nislini)- The com-urinq i ore of*

four (-ff members shall he nece.ssurr for disapproval. The

Commission shali .submit an annual report of its actis•iries to the

Alai or and Ch y Council.

E—Procedure for Review of Plans.

Application for a permit to huild. alter, repair, move. dem t,lish

or retake unit addition ro am strm titre, is ltich atlec o ir exterior

appearmtce in an.i historic district shall he made to the Dire, fen• of

Btciledin,g Inspection. The upplitation shall state nheiher the

property is in an historic districr.

Plans .shah he suhntiitecd .shoat iniz the structure in question and

also spotting its relationship to adiacent structures as required hr

present or future Ordinances. Upon the fihmn of such application,

Me Director of Buildin,e htspertinn shalt! nancntit it. iogether ti ith

ac•(omanring !)lams and other Wformation to the Con tmisston.

The Historic District Commission shall meet ttiihin fifteen

(1 S) durs utter its receipt of said application, tomes.% otherici.se

mutualh uereed tgmn x by the upplicarn and Commission. and

situ// res'iett the plans accordir>e to the ditties 611141 port ers `
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