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~ THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
. STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIOENCE PLANTATIONS

RESC)LUTION OF TH E CiTY COU NCI L
No. 3 ~.6 : . ,

Approved May 3,- 19 83

WHEREA5, House Bill 83~H 5147 makes substantial

ti revisions in the election laws regarding residency, mail

ballot voting and the investigatory powers of the Board

of Elections, and

WHEREAS, It defines residency in terms of a

factual physical presence in the voting district on a regular

basis incorporating an intention to reside for an indefinite

period and sets forth criteria, and

WHEREAS, Said act provides for a number of new

safeguards in the mail ballot process to guarantee that only

electors truly eligible to vote by mail ballots are allowed

to do so, and

WHEREAS, The authority of the Board of Elections

to initiate an investigation of error, irregularity or impropriety

in the election system has been greatly expanded,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, That the Providence

City Council hereby endorses House Bill 83••H 5147, as it relates

to Elections.
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8 3 -- g 5147

~ 83-H 5147
~ S T A T E 0 E R H 0 D E I S L A N D

IN GENERAL ASSEMBLY

JANUARY SESSION, A.D. 1983

A•N A C T

~ . RELATING TO ELECTIONS

~

Introduced By: Representatives Teitz, DeAngelis, Horan
SaoBento, Maigret

Date Introduced: Jaauary 14, 1983

Referred To: gouae Commiteee on Judiciary

It is eaacted by the General Assembly as follows:

~ 1 SECTION 1. This act shall be known as "The Voting Reform

2 Act of 1983".

• 3 Resideacp

4 SECTION 2. Section 17-1-3 of the General Laws in Chapter

5 17-1 eatitled "General Provisions" is hereby ameaded to read as

6 follows: ' ti

7 17-1-3. Eligibilitp to vote. -- Every citizen of the Uaited

~ 8 States who is at least eighteea (18) years of age, whose resi-

' 9 dence aad-heme as defined ia section 17-1-3.1 has beea in this

10

,

state for at least thirty (30) days, aad ia the town or citq in

11 which he desires to cast his vote at least thirty (30) days next

12 .preceding the election, aad who shall'be registered in that citq

13 or town at least thirty (30) days next precediag any electioa,

14 shall be entitled to vote in the electioa; provided such persoa

15 may vote in a primary election only if he is eligible under the

~
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provisioas of this title, and in a financial towa meeting only if

he is eligible uader the additional qualificatioas required by

the constitutioa of this state.

SECTION 3. Sections 17-1-3.1 and 17-1-3.2 of Chapter 17-1

of the Geaeral Laws eatitled "General Provisions" are hereby

repealed in their entiretq. Chapter 17-1 of the General Laws

entitled "Geaeral Provisions" is herebq amended by addiag thereto

the following sections:

17-1-3.1: Residence for voting purposes. -- A person's res- ~

ideace for voting purposes is his or her fixed and established

domicile. The determinant of one's domicile is a question of

factual phqsical presence in the voting district on a regular

basis iacorporating an inteatioa to reside for an indefinite

period. This domicile is the place to which, upoa ~e~porary ab-

sence, he or she has the iatention of returaing. Once acquired,

this domicile coatinues until another such domicile is estab-

lished. A persoa caa have onlq one such domicile, aad such domi-

cile shall not be considered lost solely by reason of absence for

any of the followiag reasons:

1. employment or service outside of the state intimately

conaected with mi~itarp operations or with the federal govern-

ment, iacluding the spouse and dependants of an elector so

~
employed;

2. confinemeat in a correctional facility; ~'

3. confinement in a hospital, coavalescent home, nursing

home or rest home or like facility; or

4. atteadaace as a studeat at an academic institution

including the spouse aad depeadants of an elector who is such a

studeat.

The following shall be considered prima facie evideace of a

person's residence for voting purposes:

1. the address furnished to the registry of motor vehicles

for the voter's operator's licease;

~

5
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1 2. the address from which the voter's motor vehicle is

2 registered;

3 3. the address from which the voter filed his last federal

4 income tax return;

5 4. the address from which the voter filed his last state

6 iacome tax return;

7 5. the address furnished to the compaaies from which the

8 voter has obtained retail credit cards; .

9 6. the address furaished to the financial institutioas where

10 the voter maiatains accouats;

11 7. the address furaished to the tax collector aad/or asses-

12 sor in those com~uaities where the voter owas tauable real or

13 persoaal property for the purpose of aotification to him;

14 8, the address furnished to the insurance compaaies with

15 which the voter maintaias policies;

16 9. the address furaished to the voter's employer;

17 10. the address furaished by the voter to any busiaess, pro-

18 fessional, uaion or fraternal organizations of which he or she is

19 a member;

20 11. the address furnished to governmeatal ageacies with

21 which the voter has contact.

22 17-1-3.2. Identification of voter at time of registratioa.

23 _ No registration or.--chaage of resideace for voting purposes

24 shall be accepted by a voter registrar unless he is presented

25 with at least two (2) of the fo~s of identification listed in

26 sectioa 17-1-3.1 showing that the prospective voter resides at

' 27 the address from which he wishes to vote. ~

28 17-1-3.3. Verification of resideace. -- The board of can-

29 vassers of each city and town shall mail a card to each aewly

30 registered voter aad to each voter who changes his voting resi-

31 dence within seven (7) days after registratioa or change of resi-

32 dence. Said card shall be mailed to the elector at the address

-3-
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from which he or she has registered and shall be clearly marked

"do not forward". It shall instruct the voter to siga the card

as he or she did the registration form and retura it to the

appropriate board of canvassers within fifteen (15) daqs. It

shall also inform the voter that if the signature on the card

does not match the one appearing on the registration form or if

the sigaed card is aot returned withia the time provided, that

persoa's aame will be placed on a list of iaactive voters who

will aot be permitted to vote uatil proof of residency in accor-

dance with sectioa 17-1-3.1 is provided to the board. If the

board receives aay card with a signature that does not match the

oae appearing o~} the registratioa form, it shall immediately
. 

..

notify the voter in writing at his or her voting address. The

board of caavassers shall not permit any voter who has failed to

comply with the requiremeats of this sectioa or whose card has

beea returaed bq the postal suthorities as uadeliverable to vote

until it receives satisfactory proof of resideacy. This provi-

sion shall apply to all registrations or changes of residence

filed with a board of canvassers after the effective date of this

act.

17-1-3.4. Procedure oa challeage. -- At any time up to

twenty (20) days prior to an election, aay elector maq challenge

the registratioa of any registezed voter hq submittiag to the

local board aa affidavit stating the voter is aot qualified to

vote aad setting forth evidence which would create a reasoaable

cause to suspect that the challenged voter is aot in fact quali-

fied. The local board, upon rec 'pt of the affidavit, shall

cause to be mailed by certified mail a notification of the chal-

leage to the challenged voter, at his or her registered address.~

The retum of such notice, or ackaowledgmeat of its receipt, may

be admitted as enidence at the hearing. The challeaged voter

shall appear before the local board at a time and place to be

-4-
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1 determined by the locai board. The objector shall also be noti-

2 fied of the heariag. If the board fiads that the affidavit does

3 set forth reasoaable cause to suspect that the challenged voter

4 is not qualified, such vo~er, upon takiag the following oath or

5 affirmatioa, shall answer pertinent questions as hereiaafter pro-

6 vided, aad aay other questioas necessary to establish his quali-

7 fications.

8 The oath or affirmation shall be as follows:

9 "You do voluatarily swear (or affirm) that qou will fully

10 aad truly answer all questions put to you regarding your place of

11 residence aad qualifications as an elector."

12 There shall thea be asked of him or her by the local board

13 those of the followiag questions which are appropriate to test

14 his or her qualifications:

15 1. If challeaged as uaqualified on the ground that he or she

16 is aot a citizea: Are you a citizea of the Uaited States?

17 2. If challeaged as unqualified oa the grouad that he or she

18 has not resided in this state for thirtq (30) days immediately

19 preceding the electioa;

20 a) How long have you resided ia this state immediately pre-

21 ceding your registratioa?

22 b) Have you beea absent from this state within the thirty

23 (30) days immediately preceding this election? If yes, then --

24 c) W~en you left, did you leave for a temporary purpose,

25 with the intent of returaing, or for the purpose of remainiag

26 away?

27 d) What state or territory did you regard as qour home while

28 abseat?

29 e) Did you, while absent, vote in any other state or ter-

30 ritory?

31 3. If challenged as unqualified on the grouad that he or she

32 is not a resident of the district where seeking to vote:

-5-
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a) When did you last come into this district?

b) Did you come for a temporary purpose only, or for the

purpose of making it your home?

c) Did you come into this district solely for the purpose of

votiag here?

d) Have you aow and have you had for the last thirty (30)

days a voting zesideace in this district? If so, what is the par-

ticular description, name and location of your residence?

e) If the aaswer to paragraph (d) is no, thea: Have you

moved from the district after registering?

f) Have you registered to vote at any other place within or

outside this state?
t. 

,.

g) Have you applied for aa absentee ballot at aaq place in

this or any other state?

h) What is the address furaished to the registry of motor

vehicles for your operator's licease?

i) What is the address from which your motor vehicle is

registered?

j) Wtiat is the address from which you filed your last fed-

eral income tax return?

k) What is the address from which you filed your last state

iacome tax return?

1) What is the address furnished to the compaaies from w~ich

you have obtained retail credit cards? '

m) What is the address furnished to the financial insti-

tutions where you maiatain accounts7

a) What is the address furaished to the tax collector aad/or

assessor ia those commuaities where you owa taxable real or per-

soaal propertq for the purpose of notification to you?

o) What is the address furaished to the insurance companies

with which you maintain policies?

p) What is the address furaished to your employer?

-6-
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1 q) What is the address furnished bp qou to aaq business,

2 professional, union or fraternal orgaaizatioas of which qou are a

3 member? '•

4 r) What is the address furnished to governmental ageacies

5 with which you have contact?

6 - 4. If challeaged as uaqualified oa the ground that regis-

7 trant is uader eighteen (18) years of age: Are you eighteea (18)

8 years of age to the best of your knowledge aad belief?

9 5. If challenged as unqualified on the grouad registrant has

10 been finally coavicted of a feloaq and.aot been subsequeatly

11 restored to civil rights:

12 a) Have you ever been tried or convicted in this state or
ti. 

,.

13 any other state of any crime? If yes, then --

14 b) Of what crime, whea aad ia what court were you so con-

15 victed?

16 c) Have you ia any manaer siace the convictioa been restored

11 to civil rights, aad if yes, how?

I
18 6. The local board shall ask the chall'enged person anq other

19 or further questions to test his or her qualificatioas as an

20 elector.

21 17-1-3.5. Penalty for unsubstantiated challeage. -- Every

22 person who shall wilfully and maliciously challeage the registra-

23 tion of a voter without reasonable cause to suspect that that

24 voter is aot qualified shall be guilty of a misdemeaaor and

25 shall,.ia addition thereto, be liable to the challeaged voter for

26 compensatorq and puaitive damages as well as for his or her coun-

~ 27 sel fees. The mere fact that a challenge was not sustained by

28 the board shall not give rise to anq civil or crimiaal liability

29 of the objector.

30 • Mail Ballots

31 SECTION 4. Chapter 17-20 of the Geaeral Laws eatitled "Mail

32 Ballots" is hereby ameaded bq adding thereto the followiag

33 section:

-7-



1 17-20-1.1. Declaration of policy. -- Those electors who are

2 uaable to vote in.persoa at the polls for the reasons set forth

3 in section 17-20-2 are entitled to vote in a manaer which reason-

4 ablq guaraatees the secrecq of their ballots. The procedures set

5 forth in this chapter are desigaed to promote the effective eser-

6 cise of their rights while safeguarding those voters who utilize

7 the mail ballot process from harassmeat, iatimidatioa and inva-

8 sioa of privacy. Furthermore, the procedures are intended to

9 preveat misuse of the electoral sqstem by persons who are aot

10 eligible to vote bq mail ballot. The provisions of this chapter

11 shall be interpreted so as to effectuate the policies set forth

12
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SECTION 5. Sectioa 17-20-2 of the General Laws in Chapter

17-20 entitled "Mail Ballots" is hereby ameaded to read as fol-

lows:

17-20-2. Eligibility for mail ballots. -- An7►ene Any elec-

tor otherwise qualified may vote by mail ballot ia the followiag

circumstaaces:

1. A-~eter Aa elector who will be absent from the state on

the day of election during the eatire period of time when the

polls are to be open; ~

2. A-~eeer Aa elector who will be abseat from the city or

town of his voting residence on the day of election duriag a}}

the-henr~ the entire period of time when the polls are to be open

beean~e-ef-his-er-~ter due to said elector's status as a student

or the spouse of a student ia-any at an institution of higher

learaiag located within this state ether-ehan-sneh-eiey--er--eeMn

ef--~etiaS--resideaee;-er-beean~e-he-er-she-ia-the-~pense-ef;-ead

~ire~-Mith-aneh-~tndeat; more than tweaty miles from his or her

polling place;

3j-A-~eter-ab~ent-fre~e-the-eity-er-teMa-ef-kis-er-ker-~etiaS

reaidenee--dnriab--a}}-ef-aaeh-henra-beeanse-ef-a-teetperar'-p~aee

~:~

n



1 ef-abede-ia-a-eity-er-te~rn-ethes-thaa-that-ef-hi~-ez--her--~etina

2 reaideaee-beean~e-ef-member~hip-ia-a-re~iaiens-eeee~nnity;

3 3. An elector who is iacapacitated by illaess or physical or

~. 4 meatal disability to such ~aa extent that it would be aa undue

5 hardship to vote at the polls; provided that said illness or dis-

6 abilitq.is attested to by a phqsiciaa or a christian scieace

7 practitioner who is familiar with said elector's medical condi-

8 tion.

9 43-An-aetennt-ef-e-~eterja-i~~aesa--er--phyaiea~--ez--meata~

, 10 di~abi~ie~;

_ 11 4. Aa elector who is forbidden bq the teaets of his or her

12 religious faith from engagiag in secular activity including
..

13 voting on the day of election;

14 5j-Br-~irtne-ef-a-~etier-beinS-eae-~iuty-fi-ve=465~-er-e~der; •

15 5. Aa elector who will be absent form his or her voting res-

16 idence because of canfinemeat ia aay hospital, coavalescent home,

17 aursinR home, rest home or similar institution, public or pri-

18 vate;

~ 19 6~-Beeanse-ehe-teaees-ef-a-~eterjs-re~iEien--ferbid--seeniar

20 aetivit~;

21 6) An elector who is being detained while awaiting trial or

22 is beinR imPrisoned for any cause other than final coaviction of

23 a feloay and by reasoa thereof is uaable to vote at the polls;

24 ~j-~--~irtne--ef-a-~eeer=s-temperar~-abaenee-frem-ehe-~tate

• 25 beean~e-ef-emp~e~neent;-er-aer~iee-intimate~~-eenneeied-Mieh-~ei~i-

, 26 tarT-eperatiens-and-aa7r-apenae-er-depeadene-ef-sneh-persea-Mhe-i~

~ 27 te~perari~~-nbsene-fre~-ehe-~eate-by-~irtne-ef--bein~=-Mith--aneh

' 28 peraea--dnrinE-hi~-ab~eaee-frem-the-atate-beean~e-ef-~neh-emp~er-

29 meai-er-~erviee; .

30 7. Aa elector who will be temporarilq abseat from the state

31 because of employment or service intimately connected with mili-

32 tarp operations or who is a spouse or legal dependent residing

C
33 with such person;

-9-



1 8~-By--virtae-ef-ef-a-setezls-abseaee-frem-hia-er-her-detiaS

2 re~=deaee-beeanse-ef-eenfiaement-ia--aay--he~pita~;--eeare~eaeeat

3 heme;--anreiaa--heme;-reat-keme-er-simi}ar-in~titntien;-pnb~ie-er

4 pri~ate-

5 9~-Any-~eeer--Mhe--i~--debaiaed--Mhi~e--aMaitiaE--tria};--er

6 impriaened--fer-any-eanae-ether-thaa-fina~-een~ietiea-ef-a-fe~ear

7 aad-b~-reasen-tkereef-i~-naab~e-te-rete-ia-perava-ia-the-eity--er

8 te~ra-ia-Mhieh-he-er-she-is-reEiatered-

9 SECTION 6. Chapter 17-20 of the Geaeral Laws entitled "Mail

10 Ballots" is hereby ameaded by adding thereto the following

11 sectioa:

12 11-20-2.1. Requirements for naliditq of mail ballots. -- In

13 addition to those requiremeats set forth elsewhere in this chap-

14 ter, a mail ballot in order to be valid must have been cast in

15 coaformaace with the following procedures:

16 1. All applications for mail ballots pursuaat to subsectioa

17 1 of section 17-2Q-2 must state uader oath the locality where the

18 elector will be oa election day aad the reason for his or her ab-

19 seace from the state. All mail ballots issued pursuaat to said

20 subsection shall be mailed to the elector at aa address outside

21 the state of Rhode Islaad to be provided by the elector on the

22 application or at the board of canvassers ia the citq or towa

23 where the elector maintains his or her votiag resideace. In

24 order to be valid all bal'lots mailed to the elector out of state

25 must be voted outside the state of Rhode Islaad and the signa-

26 ture of the elector aotarized by a persoa authorized bq law to

27 admiaister oaths ia that state or country and must be postmarked

28 from that state or couatry. In order to be valid, all ballots

29 seat to the elector at the board of canvassers must be voted in

30 private at said board and the signature of the elector witaessed

31 by a bipartisan pair of supervisors, appointed in conformaace

32 with this chapter, who shall retura said completed ballot to the

33 board of elections for certificatioa.

~

•

-10-



' ~ 1 2. All applications for mail ballots pursuant to subsectioa

2 2 of section 17-20-2 must state under oath the institution of

3 higher learniag at which the elector or spause of the elector is

~ 4 a studeat and that said institution is located more than twenty

~ 5 miles from the elector'.s polling place. All mail ballots issued

6 pursuant to said subsectioa shall be mailed to the elector at the

7 board of caavassers ia the city or town where the iastitution of

8 higher learaing is located aad must be voted in private at said

9 board and the signature of the elector witaessed by a bipartisan

' 10 pair of supervisors, appointed in conformance with this chapter,

.: 11 who shall return said completed ballot to the board of elections

12 for certificatioa.

13 3. All applicatioas for mail ballots pursuant to subsectioa

14 3 of sectioa 17-20-2 must be accompanied by a certificate from a

15 physiciaa liceased to practice ia this state or a christiaa sci-

16 eace.practitioaer stating the nature of the elector's illness or

17 disability, the date whea that physician or practitioner last

18 ezamiaed the elector and attesting that it would be aa uadue

C 19 hardship for the elector to vote at the polls. Aa elector who is

20 permaaently disabled may file a certificate by a physiciaa li-

21 ceased to practice in this state or a christian science practi-

22 tioaer attesting to the aature aad permanency of the disabilitq

23 with the appropriate board of caavassers and thereafter shall be

24 relieved of the requiremeat of filiag a physiciaa's certificate

• 25 with subsequeat applications for a mail ballot. Any physiciaa

26 knowingly ma~ing a false certification shall be guilty of a

~ 27 felony, and upoa convictioa shall be imprisoaed for not more than

• 28 three (3) years or fined not more than five thousand ($5000)

29 dollars or both. All mail ballots issued pursuaat to said sub-

30 section shall be mailed to the elector at his or her votiag resi-

31 ~ dence.
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4. All mail ballots issued pursuant to subsection 4 of

section 17-20-2 shall be mailed to the elector at the board of

canvassers in the city or towa where he or she resides aad must

be voted in private at said board and the signature of the elec-

tor witaessed by a bipartisan pair of supervisors, appointed in

conformance with this chapter, who shall return said completed

ballot to the board of elections for certification.

5. All applicatioas for mail ballots pursuaat to subsectioa

5 of section 17-20-2 must state uader oath the aame and location

of the hospital, convalescent home, nursing home or similar

institution where the elector is coafiaed. All mail ballots

issued pursuaat to subsectioa S of section 17-20-2 shall be

mailed to the elector at the hospital, convalescent home, aursing

home or similar iastitution where the elector is confined; and

said ballots shall be voted and witaessed in coaformance with the

provisions of sectioa 17-20-14.

6. All mail ballots issued pursuaat to subsectioa 6 of

sectioa 17-20-2 shall be mailed to the elector at his place of

confiaemeat.

SECTION 7. Sectioa 17-20-8 of the General Laws in Chapter

17-20 eatitled "Mail Ballots" is hereby amended to read as fol-

lows:

17-20-8. Application for ballot. -- Any legally qualified

elector of this state whose name appears upon the official voting

list of the town, or district of the city or town where he is so

qualified, and desiring to avail himself of the right graated to

h'im by the constitution aad declared in this chapter, maq obtain

from the local board in such city or town aa affidavit form pre-

pared by the secretary of state as hereinafter prescribed,

setting forth his application for a mail ballot.

The mail voter shall dulq execute the applicatioa form in

full aad subscribe his aame thereto. The applicatioa shall be

" -12-
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1 subscribed to before a aotary public or two (2) witnesses who

2 s~all affix their respective signatures and addresses thereto

3 under the pain aad peaalty of perjury. .

4 Wheaever aay person shall be unable to sign his aame because

5 of phqsical incapacitq or otherwise he shall make his mark "(%)."

6 The application, whea duly euecuted, shall be deliverefi in

7 persoa or by mail so that it shall be received by said local

8 board not later than 4:00 P.M. on the twenty-first day before the

9' day of any electioa referred to in Section 17-20-1.

10 The local board shall maintain a separate list of aames aad

11 addresses of all applicants and their subscribing witaesses and a

12 copy of said list shall be made available for inspectioa to any
1 ~..

13 persoa upoa request.

14 Any legally qualified elector of this state wi~ose name

15 appears upon the official voting list of the town or district of

16 the city or town where he is so qualified, who oa accouat of cir-

17 cumstances maaifested tweaty (20) days or less prior to aay such

18 election becomes eligible to vote according to this chapter may

19 obtain from the local board an applicatioa for an emergency mail

20 ballot. Such elector shall eaecute such application ia accordaace

21 with the requirements of this chapter, which application shall be

22 accompaaied bq a certificate setting forth the facts relating to

23 the circvmstances aecessitating such application or in the case

24 of a voter requesting such ballot oa medical grouads, a certifi-

25 cate of a physician er-ethez-mediea~-persen licensed to practice

26 ia this state or of a christian scieace practitioaer settiag

27 forth fael~-~heMina the aature of the elector's illaess or dis-

28 abilitq, the date whea that phqsician or practitioner last exam-

29 ined the elector and attestiaA that the illness or disability did

30 not maaifest itself until tweaty (20) daqs or less prior to the

31 date of 'such election aad that as a result it would be aa undue

32 hardship for the elector to note at the polls based upoa a physi-
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1 cal examination performed bq that physician or practitioaer aad

2 maq be delivered to the local board not later than 12:00 aoon of

3 the last day preceding the date of such election. Aay person ~

4 makiag a false certification shall be guilty of a misdemeaner

5 feloaq and upon coaviction shall be imprisoned for not more than

6 three (3) years or fined not more thaa five thousand ($5000)

7 dollars or both. Notwithstaading anq other provisioa of this

8 chapter as to time and manaer thereof, it shall be the duty of

9 the applicaat to cause the application to be processed by the ~

10 local board so that the applicant may receive such ballot, cast

11 the same and cause delivery thereof to be made to the state board

12 not later thaa 9:00 P.M. on Lhe date of electioa. The secretary

13 of state shall provide each of the several boards of canvassers

14 eaeept-that-ef-the-6=tr-ef-~reridenee with a sufficient aumber of

15 mail ballots for their voting districts so that such local boards

16 may provide the appropriate ballot or ballots to such applicants.

17 It shall be the duty of each board of caavassers to process each

18 such emergeacy ballot application ia accordaace with this chap- •

19 ter, and it shall be the furt~er duty of each such board to

20 return to the Secretary of State forthwith after each electioa

21 any ballots not so issued. App~itants-fer-emezaene~-mai~-ba~~ets

22 frem-the-8it7~ef-Prer=deaee-sha~~-~a~e--their--app~ieatieaa--pre-

23 ee~sed--br--the--~re~idenee-Beard-ef-Eaa~esser~;-bni-aka~~-ebtain

24 the=r-be~~ee~-fre~-the-effiee-ef--tke--6eezeear~=-ef--Siate- All

25 emergency mail ballots, other than those obtaiaed on medical

26 grounds pursuant to subsection 3 of section 17-20-2 or confine- ~

27 meat pursuaat to subsections 5 aad 6 of sectioa 17-20-2, must be ,

28 voted by the elector in private at the board of canvassers where

29 he or she resides or at the board of elections and the sigaature

30 of the elector witaessed by a bipartisan pair of supervisors,

31 appointed in conformance with this chapter, who shall retum said

32 completed ballot to the board of elections for certification.

~
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1 All emergency mail ballots obtained pursuant to subsectioas 3, 5

2 or 6 of section 17-20-2 shall be mailed to the elector as pro-

3 vided ia section 17-20-2.1 or delivered to a person presentiag

4 written authorization from the elector to receive the ballot.

5 SECTION 8. Sectioa 17-20-9 of the General Laws ia Chapter

6 17-20 eatitled "Mail Ballots" is hereby ameaded to read as fol-

7 lows:

8 17-20-9. Application by permanently disabled or iacapaci-

9 tated. -- A voter who is'indefinitely coafined because of physi-

10 cal illness or iafirmity or is disabled for an iadefinite period

11 may, by signiag aa affidavit to that effect and submitting certi-

12 ficatioa by a physiciaa licensed to practice medicine ia this

13 state or by a christian science practitioner, require that an ab-

14 sentee ballot applicatioa be seat to him automatically for every

15 electioa. The affidavit form and instructions shall be prescribed

16 bq the secretary of state, aad furnished upon request to aay

17 elector by each local board of caavassers. The certification by

18 the physician or practitioner shall state the nature aad perma-

19 neacy of the illness or disability, the date when that phpsiciaa

20 or practitioner last examined the elector and attesting that it

21 would be an undue hardship for the elector to vote at the polls.

22 The envelope contaiaiag the abseatee ballot applicatioa shall be

23 clearlq marked as not forwardable. If aay elector is no longer
,

24 indefiaitely confiaed, he shall so notify the clerk of the local

25 board of caavassers. The clerk shall remove the aame of anq voter

26 from the mailing list established uader this section upoa receipt

27 of reliable iaformation that a voter no loager qualifies for the

28 service. The voter shall be notified of such action within five

29 (5) days.

30 SECTION 9. Section 17-20-10 of the Geaeral Laws in Chapter

31 17-20 entitled "Mail Ballots" is hereby amended to read as fol-

32 lows:
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17-20-10. Certification of applications -- Issuance of bal-

lots -- Marking of lists -- Mailiag address. --

(a) Upon receipt by it of such application, the local board

shall immediately examine it and determiae its--snffieieney

whether it complies• with each of the requirements set forth by

this chapter and compare the sigaature oa ~he ballot application

with the sigaature contained on the original registration card,

eucept as may be otherwise provided by law, to satisfy itself

that the applicant is a qualified voter. Upoa aneh-deeer~einatsea;

determiaing that it does meet each such requiremeat and that the

sigaature appears to be the same the local board shall mark the

application "accepted" aad record in the space provided therefor

on the ballot application the senatorial, representative and

voting district in which the applicaat should vote. The local

board shall also record the iaformatioa required in the "Notice

to applicaat" on the upper portion of the applicatioa.

(b) Not latez than 4:00 P.M. on the eighteeath day before

the day of aay electioa referred to in this chapter the local

board shall certify said applicatioas aad shall cause delivery of

the same together with the aotices to applicaats appended and

seven (7) certified listiags thezeof in sealed packages to the

secretary of state. The secretarq of state shall give a dated

receipt ackaowledgiag delivery aad stating the aumber of such

applications received. Upon the certificatioa of a mail ballot

applicatioa to the secretary of state, the local board shall make

a copy of said certificatioa, and enter on the votiag list the

fact t~at a mail ballot application for the voter has beea certi-

fied to the secretary of state.

(c).Upon receipt by the secretary of state of such applica-

tions, he shall forthwith upoa such ballots becoming available

issue and mail, by first class mail, postage prepaid, a mail bal-

lot, together with the completed "Notice to appiicant" received

-16-
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1 from the local board and detached by him from the application to

2 each eligible voter. He shall forthwith thereafter iadicate o.a

3 the certified lists the names to which he has sent mail ballots

4 aad shall return one (1) of said lists to the local board whence

5 it came aad shall deliver another of said lists together with the

6 certified applications to the state board. The state board shall

7 keep all such applications in safe custody together with the

8 voters' ballots, both of which shall be sealed after the comple-

9 tion of the couat and caavass of the ballots.

10 (d) Prior to each election the secretary of state shall also

11 fumish to the chairman of the state committee of each political

12 party, a list o~.the aames and resideace addresses of all persoas

13 to whom mail ballots have been issued. The secretarq of state

14 shall also furaish to a caadidate for political office upon

15 request a list of the names aad residence addresses of all per-

16 sons to whom mail ballots have beea issued within his district.

17 (e) Upon return to it of the certified list with the names

18 to which the secretary of state has sent mail ballots the local

19 board shall:

20 (1) promptly mark the voting record of each qualified voter

21 who has been issued a mail ballot with a mark written or stamped
i

22 in red ink ia the place provided on the registration card for the

23 record of voti.ng in the election ia question; provided that any
ti

24 such mark shall serve solely to iadicate that aa absentee ballot

25 has been issued aad shall not be construed as voting in the elec-

26 tioa;

27 (2) upoa the completion of the final caavass, as pronided 7

28 law; for any electioa mentioned in Sectioa 17-20-1, forthwith

29 certifq,. seal up, label with proper designation, and transmit

30 duly certified lists of the qualified electors in their respec-

31 tive cities aad towas who have been so designated on the official

32 voting lists as mail voters to the state board.
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1 (f) Notwithstaading any other provisions of the general laws

2 to the coatrary, every ballot required bq this chapter to be

,3 mailed to aay elector shall be mailed to said elector at his ~

4 registered notiag address or at the board of canvassers of the

5 city or town in which the elector maintaias his or her votinA

6 resideace as provided in sectioa 17-20-2.1; provided, however,

7 that applicaats who claim eligibility to vote by mail bq nirtue

8 of categories 1, 5, 6 and 7, 8-aad-9 as set forth ia sectioa `

9 17-20-2 may direct that their ballot be mailed to some other ad-

10 dress which is outside the state of Rhode Islaad or which is the .

11 place where incarcerated or which is the hospital, convalescent

12 home, aursiag ,home, rest home or similar institution where the

13 applicaat is residina confined. ..

14 (g) If a ballot is returaed to the secretary of state by the

15 postal service as uadeliverable the ballot may be reissued by him

16 only to the app~ieaat-peraena~~~-npen-preper-aff=da~it board of

17 canvassers ia the city or town where the voter resides. Said

18 ballot must be voted and witaessed ia accordaace with the provi- •

19 sions of section 11-20-14.1.

20 (h) The acceptaace of a mail ballot applicatioa by the board

21 of caanassers and the issuaace of a mail ballot by the Secretary

22 of State shall not create any presumptioa as to the accuracy of

23 the information provided by the applicant or as to the appli-

24 cant's compliance with the provisions of thi~ chapter. Any .

25 inaccuracy ia the information so provided or irregularitp in the

26 application maq be raised as a challenge to the ballot before the ~

27 board of electioas at the time of certificatioa. If the chal- •

28 lenge raised at that time is meritorious, the ballot shall be

29 voided.

30 (i) The board of elections shall make inquiry into the

31 legitimacy of the certifications issued pursuaat to subsectioa

32 (3) of section 17-20-2.1 bq any physiciaa or practitioner wi~o_

~
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1 issues more than fiftp (50) such certifications ia anp one elec-

2 tioa. Said iaquiry shall include a determination as to whether

3 the physician or practitioaez conducted aa examinatioa of the

4 electors he certified as ill or disabled so as to determine

5 whether it would be aa uadue hardship on them to Ao to the polls.

6 The boards of canvassers shall immediately notify the board of

7 electioas of an9 Phpsician who has issued more thaa tweat9-five

8 (25) certifications ia their city or town ia the same election.

9 SECTION 10. Section 17-20-13 of the General Laws in Chapter

10 17-20 entitled "Mail Ballots" is herebp amended to read as fol-

11 lows:

12 17-20-13. ._Form of application. -- The followiag in addition
~.

13 to such directioas as may be priated, stamped or writtea thereoa

14 by authority of the secretary of state, shall be the form of

15 application to be subscribed by voters before receiviag a mail

16 ballot, viz.:

17 NOTICE TO APPLICANT

18 This applicatioa is a matter of public record -- But your

19 vote is confideatial.

20 (Applicant should aot write in this space -- to be filled in

21 by local board.)

22 Name ,

23 Votiag addzess •

24 (Street) (City or Town)

25 You are in seaatorial district ~~

26 Representative district 4~ ~

27

28 (Perforatioa)

29 APPLICATION OF VOTER FOR BALLOT

-19-



1 (Applicaat should aot write ia this space -- to be filled in ~

2 by local board) ••

3 Seaatorial district ~

4 Representative district

5 Voting district

6 (City) (town) of

7 (Date)
~

8 Accepted

9 State of .

10 Citq or town of

11 (Applicant~shall complete form starting here)

12 Applicant says that I reside at No. street i.n city

13 or town of ia the state of Rhode Islaad, and that I am a

14 qualified voter of said city or towa.

15 I further state that I am aot a qualified voter of any other

16 state aad have not claimed and do aot intend to claim the right

17 to vote in aay other state; that I apply in good faith for a mail 'i •

18 ballot or set of ballots, as the case may be, to be used for an

19 electioa on

20

21 (Date of election)

22 I certify that I am eligible for a mail ballot oa the fol-

23 lowing basis: (check one) ~ .

24 1) I will be abseat from the state on the daq of electioa

25 during the entire period of time when the polls are to be open. ~

26 I will be in ~
27 aame of city, state aad couatry

28 on electioa dap for the following reason:

29 ; ( )
30 state reasoa •

31 2) I will be abseat from the citq or town of my voting resi-

32 dence duriag all the hour5 polls are open because of my status as

33 a studeat or spouse of a student in an iastitution of higher ~

-20-
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1 Iearning, , located, withi.n this
2 aame of school)

3 state more than tweatq (20) miles from my polliag place. eeher

4 t~aa--sneh-eiey-er-!eMn-ef-~etsna-ree=denee;-er-beean~e-~-em-the

5 spense-ef;-nnd-~s~e-Mitk-~neh-~tndent; ( )

6 3j-~-Mi}~-be-abaent-frem-the-eiir-er-te~►n-ef-~-~etina-re~i-

7 deaee-dnrins-a~~-ef-~aeh-henra-beeanae-ef-e--be~perar~--p~a ~ --ef

8 nbede--in--a--eit~-er-tenn-ether-thaa-that-ef-~-~etiaa-re~idenee

9 beeanse-ef-membership-in-a-re~iaiens-ee~esaity;-f---'~

10 4~ 3) Aa-aeeennt-ef I am incapacitated by illaess or physi-

11 cal or mental disability to such aa eutent that it would be an

12 uadue hardshi to vote at the olls. Must be acco aaied b a

13 certification :from a physician); ( )

14 5~-B~-rirtne-ef-besna-aSe-65-er-e~der;-4----j

15 6~ 4~ Because teaets of my religion forbid secular activity

16 includiag votiag on the day of electioa; ( )

17 5) I am absent from the city or towa of votiag

18 resideace because of confinemeat in a hospital, convalescent

19 home, aursing home, rest home or similar institution, public or

20 private ;( )
21 (name aad address of iastitutioa)

22 6) I am detained while awaiting trial or imprisoned for a

23 cause other than fiaal convictioa of a felony and by reason

24 thereof I am unable to vote ia person in the city or town in

25 which I am registered; ( )

26 7) Bp-+irene-ef-~-eemperary-absenee I am temporarily abseat

27 from the state because of e.mployment or service intimately coa-

28 nected with military operatioas or mp-beins because I am a spouse

29 or dependent of such person Mhe-i~-eemperari~~►--ab~ene--frae--the

30 ~eate-by-~irene-ef-beinE-Mith-aneh-per~en-dnzias-hi~-abaeaee-frem

31 the-state-beean~e-ef-snek-emp~e~aent-er-~erviee; ( )

32 8~-8~--~irtne--ef-~►-abaeaee-frem-ehe-eity-er-tean-ef-~etias

33 reaidenee-beeanse-ef-eenfiaemeat-ia--any--hoapita~;--eea~e~eaeeat
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heme;--anrsiab--heme;-reat-heme-er-aimi~er-ia~titntien;-pnb~ie-er

Pri~ate-;-{----j

9~-~-am-detained-whi~e-aMaitiing-tria~;-er-impriaened-fer-aar

ean~e-ether-than-fiae~-een~ietien--ef--a--fe~eay--aad--by--rea~en

thereef--~--am--nnab~e--te--~eee-in-per~ea-ia-the-eitr-er-te~+n-in

Mhieh-~-am-resi~tered--4----~

Applicaat further says that, if this application is accept-

ed, I uaderstaad that my ballot will be mailed to me at-~►-reSss-

tered--~etiaa--addrea~-;-n~eas-~-am-e~isib~e-br-~irene-ef-mn~inS

app~ieaeien-nader-eneesersea-i;~;8;-er-9-abe~e;-ia-rkieh--eaae--~
1. ,

direel--ehat--~-ba~iel-be-mai~ed-te-me-et-the-fe~~eMias-addre~a-

Mh=eh-i~-eneaide-the-6tate-ef-Rhede-~s~and-er-rhieh-is-the--p~aee

rhere--ineareerated--er-Mhieh-i~-the-hespita~;-nnt~iaa-heme;-reae

he~ae-er-si~i}ar-iasbitnlien-Mhere-i-am-re~idiaE, depending on mp

category of eligibility, at the followiag locatioa:

(1) at aa address out of state to be designated by me or at

my local board of canvassers if no other address is desig-

nated; ( ) SList out-of-state address)

2) at the board of canvassers in the city or town where mp

institution of higher learniag is located; ( )

3) at my registered voting address; ( )

4) at my local board of canvassers; ( )~

5) at the hospital, convalescent home, aursing home or rest

home where I am confined; ( )(List aame and address of

institution)

6) at the prison where I am confined; ( )(List name and

address of prison)

7) at an address out of state to be designated by me.

( ) (List out-of-state address)
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I DECLARE UNDER PENALTIES OF PERJURY THAT ALL OF THE INFOR-

MATION I HAVE PROVIDED ON THIS FORM IS TRUE AND CORRECT TO~Ti~

BEST OF MY RNOWLEDGE.

(Date of bi.rth)

Siga in full on this line

(If unable to sign aame because of phqsical incapacity or other-

wise applicaat shall make his mark "(%)")

Swora to (or affirmed) before me, this day of 19_

(If euecuted outside of Rhode Islaad)

(Attest in manner authorized bq law of place where takea)

Witaesses:

(Sigaature) (Residence)

(Sigaature) (Residmce)

(This application aeed not be subscribed and swora to before

an officer authorized to admiaister oaths, if it is subscribed to

before two (2) witaesses who affix their respective sigaatures

and addresses hereto.)

Note -- This application must be received bq your local can-

vassing authority not later than 4:00 P.M. oa the •tweaty-first

day before the day of aay electioa. If this application is for aa

emergeacy ballot it must be accompanied by certificate as to the

circumstaaces requiriag the emergency ballot aad must be received

by the local caavassing authority aot later thaa 12 o'clock noon

oa the last day before the day of the election.)'

Mail to:

Board of Canvassers
(City) (Town) of .

Street

~ -23-
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Rhode Islaad

(Not to be filled in bq Applicant, to be completed bq Local ~

Board).

This application is returned for the followiag reasoa(s)

(Checg appropriate boaes):

( ) Applicatioa aot sufficient; '

( ) Applicaat not a qualified elector; ;

( ) Signature does not compare;

( ) Application received later than 4:00 P.ti. local time "

on the twenty-first day before the day of election. ~

( ) Agpticatioa for emergencp ballot received later thaa

12 o'clock aooa on the last day before the day of electioa.

( ) Other

Sigaatures of local board members ~

SECTION 11. Chapter 17-20 of the Geaeral Laws entitled

"Mail Ballots" is hereby amended bq adding thereto the following

sectioa:

17-20-14.1. Voting from board of canvassers. -- The state

board of elections shall appoint as maay bipartisaa pairs of,

supervisors as are necessary whose duty it shall be to attead

each board of caavassers in the state on each of the six business '

days prior to the election and on election daq to supervise the

casting of votes by persoas using mail ballots at such place so

as to preserve their secrecy and to take achnowledgemeats or

serve as witnesses and j~ointlq provide assistaace, if requested,

to assure proper marking, sealing and mailing of ballots as

voted. Every mail ballot cast at a board ~f caavassers must be -

witnessed by such state supervisors. Every person who shall wil- ~
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1 fully hiader the state supervisors in performing their duties as

2 set forth hereia shall be guiltq of a misdemeaaor.

3 SECTION 12. Section 17-20-24 of the General Laws ia Chapter

n
u

4 17-20 entitled "Mail Ballots" is hereby ameaded to read as fol-

5 lows:

~ 6 17-20-24. ~Irregularities aot impairing validity of ballots.

7 _ No ballot transmitted uader the provisions of this chapter

8 shall be rejected for any immaterial addition, omissioa or

~
9 irregularitq in the preparatioa or esecution of aa7►-NritiaE;

10 pziatin~-er-eestifieatien-reqnired-by-thi~-ehapler the paper bal-

, 11 lot, nor for failure of the voter to affix sufficient postage.

12 No ballot sha~l be invalid by reasoa of mistake or omission in

13
♦.

writing i.n the name of any caadidate where the caadidate inteaded

14 by the voter is plaialy ideatifiable. Where, because of aay

15 defect ia marking, a ballot is held invalid as to any particular

16 caadidate for office, it shall remaia valid as to the caadidates

17 for other offices. No ballot shall be iavalid by reason of the

18 voter writing upon the inner envelope the name of a co~uaity

Cj 19 within a towa ia place of the name of said town. No defect in the

20 marking of a cross shall iavalidate aay ballot or a vote for aay

21 caadidate, w~ere the inteatioa of the voter is clearly indicated.

22 No ballot shall be rejected if the iateation of the voter is

23
~

clear unless it coataias clear evideace of the identitq of the

24 voter. ~

• 25 SECTION 13. Chapter 17-20 of the Geaeral Laws entitled

, 26 "Mail Ballots" is hereby amended by adding thereto the following

27 section:

' 28 17-20-24.1. Irregularities on mail ballot application and

~_ 29 on mail ballot envelope. -- The requirements set forth by this

30 chapter controlling mail ballot eligibility and the procedure by

31 which such ballots are obtained and cast shall be strictly

32 applied so ,as to assure the integrity of the electoral system.
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No mail ballot aot obtained aad cast in material coaformaace with

the provisions of this chapter shall be certified by the board of

electioas. Nothiag herein shall be construed to require.the dis-

qualificatioa of a ballot merelq because the elector did aot siga

his full name as it is listed oa the voter registration list, but

omitted or included a middle initial or name or abbreviated a

first and/or middle aame or made a similar omission or inclusion;

so long as the board of elections caa~reasoaably determiae the

ideatity of the voter..

SECTION 14. Sectioa 17-20-26 of the Geaeral Laws in Chapter

17-20 eatitled "Mail Ballots" is hereby ameaded to read as fol-

lows:

17-20-26.~ Opeaing aad couating of ballots. -- Beginaiag

prior to aad coatiauiag on election day the state board, upon

receipt of mail ballots shall keep said ballots in a safe and

secure place which shall be separate and apart from the general

public area, aad hold sessioas, at which ia each instance it

shall: ~

(a) Opea the outer envelope and attach the matching ballot

application to the inaer certifyiag eavelope;

(b) Write or fill in the aame or number of the city or towa,

senatorial aad represeatative aad/or voting disLrict, as the case

may be, on the inaer certifqing envelope, as the same appear on

the ballot application; ~

(c) Number coasecutivelq for identification the iaaer certi-

fqing eavelopes and matching ballot applicatioas;

(d) Begianing five days prior to and contiauing oa election

day, proceed to certify the mail ballots. Notice of such sessions

shall be given to the public by aanouncements in aewspapers of

general circulation published at least tweaty-four (24) hours

before the commenciag of any such session. All candidates for

state aad federal office, as well as all state partq chairmen,

-26-

~



t

G

C

1 shall be givea aotice by telephone or otherwise of the daq on

2 which ballots effecting that caadidate's district will be certi-

3 fied; provided, however, failure to effect such aotice shall in

4 ao way invalidate the ballots.

5 Such processiag shall be done within a railed space in the

6 room in which it takes place, aad said board shall admit within

7 such railed space, ia accordance with such rules as the board

8 shall adopt, to witaess the processing aad certification of said

9 ballots, the voter iaterested or his representative, the candi-

10 dates, or at least one (1) represeatative of each caadidate for

11 whom votes are at the ti.me beiag processed, aad an equal number

12 of represeatat~ves of each political party. Such representatives
ti. ~ •

13 shall be authorized in writi,ng by the voter, the caadidate or the

14 chairman of the state committee of the political party, respec-

15 tively~ as the case may be. The board shall also, ia accordance

16 with such rules, admit represeatatives of the press and

17 aewscasting agencies and~such other persons as it deems proper.

18 At such sessions, and before certifyiag aay ballot, the~
19 state board~shall:

20 (a) Determine the city or town, and senatorial, representa-

21 tive, aad voting district in which the voter cast his ballot and

22 classify accordingly.

23 (b) Compare the name, residence aad signature of the voter

24 with the name, residence aad sigaature oa the ballot application

25 for mail ballots aad satisfy itself that both signatures are

26 identical.

27 If, during- ~ich processing and certification of mail ballots

28 ao objectioa has been raised against the certificatioa of a bal-

29 lot, the outer eavelope shall be discarded. However, if an objec-

30 tion has been raised that entails further consideration aad

31 determination by the board, the outer envelope shall remain

32 attached to the certifying inner envelope for identification pur-

33 poses.
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1 The board shall establish guidelines setting forth the

2 grouads for challeaging the certification of mail ballots: These

3 guidelines shall recognize that if a ballot caa be reasoaably ~

4 identified to be that of the voter it purports to be, it--shen~d

S net-be-~nbJeee-le-fri~e~ena-er-teehaiea~-eha~~enEe--~he-bnrdea-ef

6 preef--in--eha~~eaEiaE-e-mai~~ba~~et-~ha~~-be-ea-the-peraea-eha~-

7 }~aa=aam~h~_ba}}et- and if it can reasoaablp be determiaed that ~

8 the voter was eliAible to vote by mail ballot and if the require-
~

9 ments of section 17-20-2.1 were ~omplied with, it should not be

10 subject to frivolous or techaical challenge. The burden of proof .

11 in challeaginR a mail ballot as not obtained and/or cast in con-

12 formance with this chapter is on the person ctialleagiag t~e bal-
..

13 lot. Once the irregularity is provea, the burden of proof shall

14 shift to the person defeadiag the ballot to demoastrate.t,~at it —

15 is the ballot of the voter it purports to be, that the voter was

16 eligible to vote by mail ballot and that all of the applicable.

17 requiremeats of section 17-20-2.1 were complied with. The guide-

18 lines shall be adopted at a public meetiag of the board aad shall ~

19 be made available prior to the start of the certification process

20 for mail ballots.

21 After processiag aad certification of said mail ballots,

22 they shall be separated in packages in accordaace with their

23 respective cities aad towns, senatorial, represeatative, aad

24 voting districts ia the presence of the board~ and all other

25 iaterested parties. Thereupon, ia each instaace the board shall

26 open the eaclosing envelope, and without looking at the inside of

~ 27 the state ballot enclosed therein deposit said ballot in a cov-

28 ered locked box. After the last of such ballots has beea so

29 deposited the state board shall forthwith proceed to count said

30 ballots with the same effect as if said ballots had beea cast bq

31 said electors in open town, or district meetings.

•
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1 At the same time as the state ballots are deposited as

2 aforesaid municipal mail ballots shall be segregated by said

3 board accordiag to cities aad towas after first marking on each

4 city ballot the appropriate ward aad school disLrict numbers aad

5 on each towa ballot the appropriate district numbers. Upon the

6 completioa of the segregation of such muaicipal mail ballots,

7 they shall be promptly delivered in sealed packages, beariag upon

8 the seals the sigaatures'of all members of said board, to the

9 appropriate local boards which shall thereupoa proceed to count

10 said ballots in the same manner and with the same effect as the

11 state mail ballots are couated by the state board.

12 SECTION 15. Sections 17-20-31 aad 17-20-32 of Chapter 17-20

13 of the General Laws eatitled "Mail Ballots" are hereby repealed

14 in their entirety. .

15 SECTION 16. Chapter 17-20 of the Geaeral Laws entitled

16 "Mail Ballots" is hereby amended by adding thereto the following

17 sections:

18 17-20-31. InvestiRation of complaints. -- The board of

19 elections shall consider all complaiats alleging criminal viola-

20 tions of this chapter and shall refer those complaints which it

21 deems to be more the frivolous to the state police for iavestiga-

22 tioa.

23 17-24-32. Inquiry by Board of Electioas. -- The board of

24 elections shall, oa its own motion, make iaquiry~iato any notary

25 public or witness who witnesses the voter sigaatures oa more than

26 fifty (50) mail ballot applications or more than fifty (50) mail

27 ballot eavelopes in any oae election. The iaquiry shall attempt

28 to determine whether said aotary public or witness was actually

29 preseat whea the aforementioned documeats were signed by the

30 voters aad whether all other applicable requirements set forth in

31 this chapter were complied with. Aaq criminal violation of this

32 chapter uncovered by the board of elections shall be referred to

33 the state police for further investigation.
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17-20-33. Disqualificatioa of ballot by board of elections.

_ The board of elections shall, oa its own motioa, disqualifq

aay mail ballot which it has reasoaable grouads to believe was ~

aot voted by the elector who purportedly cast it, or was voted by

aa elector who was aot eligible to vote by mail ballot, or was

aot obtained aad voted ia the manaer prescribed by this chapter.

The board of elections may take such action even in the abseace

of a challeage to the ballot aad may take such action at any time

prior to the separatioa of the ballot from its applicatioa aad '

envelope.

17-20-34. Liberal constructioa. -- This chapter shall be

coastrued liberally to effect the purposes of maiataiaiag the
,.

.
integrity aad the secrecy of the mail ballot by assuring that

onlq electors eligible to vote by mail ballot are allowed to

utilize that method of voting, by assuring that the procedures

set forth ia this chapter coatrolling the applicatioa and ballot-

ing processes are strictly eaforced aad by safeguarding the mail

ballot voter from harassmeat, iatimidatioa aad invasioa of pri-
i

~

vacy.

17-20-35. Severability of provisions. -- If aay provisioa

of this chapter, or the application thereof to aay persoas or

circumstances, is held invalid, the remainder of the chapter and

the applicatioa of such provision to other persoas or circum-

staaces shall aot be affected therebq. '

Priority for Elderly Voters

SECTION 17. Chapter 17-19 of the General Laws entitled -

"Conduct of Electioa aad Votiag Machines and Supplies" is hereby ,

ameaded by addiag thereto the following section:

17-19-51. Priority for elderly voters. -- At each polliag

place, one votiag machiae shall be desigaated for priority use by

electors over sixty-five (65) years of age. Such electors, oace

they hane complied with the requirements of sectioa 17-19-24
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1 shall, upon request, be permitted to vote immediately on the

2 voting machiae so desigaated. Other voters below the age of 65

3 years, maq use the votiag machine so desigaated when there are ao

4 voters above that age waiting to vote.

5 Powers of Board of Elections

6 SECTION 18. Section 17-14-13 of the Geaeral Laws in Chapter

7 17-14 eatitled "Nominations Subject to Primary" is hereby ameaded

8 to read as follows:

9 17-14-13. Objections to eligibility of caadidate or suffi-

10 ciency of papers. -- When nominatioa papers have beea duly filed,

11 and are in appareat conformity with 17-14-11, they shall be con-

12 clusively presumed to be valid, ualess writtea objectioas thereto

13 are made as to the eligibility of the caadidate or the sufficiea-

14 ry of the aomination papers or the sigaatures thereoa. All such

15 objectioas shall be filed in the office of the secretary of state

16 or of the local board, as the case may be, four (4) o'clock on

17 the nezt business day after the last day fised for filing such

18 nomiaatioa papers ia the appropriate office as heretofore pro-

19 vided. Nothing hereia shall be construed to prevent the secretary

20 of state or the local board, as the case may be, from disqualify-

21 ing a caadidate based on the determiaatioa of the secretary of

22 state or the local board, actiag on its own motion, that the caa-

23 didate is ineligible or the aomiaation papers or the signatures

24 thereon are iavalid or insufficieat. '

25 SECTION 19. Section 17-15-34 of the General Laws ia Chapter

26 17-15 entitled "Primary Elections" is hereby amended to read as

27 follows: ~

28 17-15-34. Recount petition or other protest. -- Aay caadi-

29 date whose aame was on the primary ballot label on a particular

30 votiag machine may file with the state board his request for the

31 recouating of the votes upon such machine, or other protest con-

32 ceming the primary aad anq candidate whose aame was on the pri-
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1 mary paper ballot (in case voting machines were not used) may

2 file with such board his request for the recounting of the votes ~

3 of his partq cast at a particular voting place or places, or

4 other protest conceraing the primarp, provided ia either case he

5 files such request or protest no later than 4 p.m. on the day

6 followiag the primary. Said request or protest shall contain the

7 candidate's reason for making the same. Nothing herein shall be

8 coastrued to prevent the state board, actiag on its own motioa.

9 from orderiag a recount or taking appropriate actioa in respoase

10 to any error, irregularity or impropriety ia the conduct of aay

11 facet of the ~rimary which comes to its atteation at any time
ti.

12 prior to the certification of the results of said primary.

13 SECTION 20. Sectioa 17-16-16 of the General Laws in Chapter

14 11-16 eatitled "Iadepeadeat Candidates oa Final Nomination

15 Papers" is hereby amended to read as follows:

16 17-16-16. Objectioas to eligibility of caadidate or suffi-

17 cieacy of papers. -- Whea aomination papers have been duly filed, ~

18 aad are ia apparent coaformity with 17-16-11, they stiall be con-

19 clusively presumed to be valid, ualess written objectioas thereto

20 are made as to the eligibility of the candidate or the sufficien-

21 cy of the aominatioa papers or the signatures thereoa. All such

22 objections shall be filed in the office of the secretarq of state

23 or of the local board, as the case may be, by~4:00 P.M. oa the ,

24 aest business day after the last day fiued for filiag such nom-

25 ination papers ia the appropriate office as heretofore provided. '

~ 26 Nothing herein shall be construed to preveat the secretary of

27 state or the local board, as the case map be, from disqualifping

28 a candidate based on the determination of the secretary of state

29 or the local board, acting on its own motion, that the candidate

30 is ineliseible or the nomination vapers or the siRnatures thereon

31 are invalid or iasufficieat.
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1 SECTION 21. Chapter 17-22 of the Geaeral Laws eatitled

2 "Tabulatioa aad Certificatioa of Returas" is hereby ameaded by

3. adding thereto the following sectioa•,

4 17-22-5.1. Investigatioa by board of elections prior to

5 certification. -- At aay time prior to the certification of the

6 results of a parficular electioa, the board of electioas may,

7 upon its owa motion, investigate any allegation of error, irregu-

8 larity or impropriety ia the coaduct of aay facet of the election

9 which comes to its atteatioa and may, upon its own motion, take

10 appropriate action based upon the findings of said investigation.

11 SECTION 22. This act shall take effect on July 1, 1983.

~
LM001/OD
~

..
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EXPLANATION

OF

AN ACT
RELATING TO ELECTIONS

~

"The Voter Reform Act of 1983" makes substantial revisioas

in the election laws regarding resideacy, mail ballot voting and

the iavestigatorp powers of the board of electioas.

It de.fi.aes residenry ia terms of a factual physical preseace ia

the voting district on a regular basis incorporatiag an intentioa

to reside for an iadefinite period, and sets forth criteria which

shall constitute prima facie evideace of a person's resideace for
~.

voting purposes.

It provides for a number of aew safeguards in the mail bal-

lot process to guaraatee that only electors truly eligible to

vote by mail ballot are allowed to do so and to protect mail bal-

lot voters from harassmeat, intimidation aad invasioa of privacp.

It requires that all persons who obtaia mail ballots because they

will be abseat from the state on election day must be abseat

during the entire period of time whea the polls are to be open.

Such persons must vote their mail ballots out of state or at the

local board of caavassers prior to leaviag the state. Persoas

applyiag for a mail ballot because they are ill or disabled must

present a doctor's certificate with their application. Voters

over 65 years of age who are healthy will ao loager be able to

vote by mail ballot but will be given priority when voting at the

polls. ' ~

The authority of the board of elections to iaitiate an

investigation of error, irregularity or impropriety ia the elec-

toral system has been greatly expanded.

This act will take effect oa July 1, 1983.
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May 9, 1983

His ~xct~~ 1~*~r_~ ,', , J~c~~•~!~ ^arrahy
222 Statc Ilousn
Pr~vi~'~~nc~, ''T ~?S~3

Dear ~over~or:

Fnclosed herewith is certified copy of Resolution No.

376, approved May 3, 1983, the same beinq self-explanatory.

Council~~oman Evelyn V. Farqnoli is sponsor of said

Resolution.

Very truly yours,

Rose P4. Mendonca,
City Clerk.



~-1ay 9, 1983

His Honor Tho*:la~ R. Dit,uqlio
Li~utc~n~r.t r~~~^rn~r
31fi Stat~ Nou ~~
Provi~~c~~cr~, ^T ~?~03

Dear T lr'~.1rAnd►1t ~ovPrnor,

Enctosed herewith is certifie~ cap}~ of Resolution No.

37b, apnroved ;~lay 3, 1983, the same b~ing self-explanatory.

Councilwoman Evelyn V. Farqnoli is sponsor of said

Resolution.

Very truly yours,

Rose t1. tlendonca,
City Clerk.



*1ay 9, 1983

S~nator f:occo A. ~uattrocchi

;•~ajci ity T.na~i~,r

318 Stat~ Fiouse

Providence, RI 02903

Dear Senator Quattrocchi,

Fnclosc~c~ hnrPwith is cc~rtified copy of Resolution No.

376, approved ;~iay 3, 1983, the same beinq self-explanatory.

Councilwoman Evelyn V. Fargnoli is sponsor of said

RPsolution.

Very truly yours,

Rose M. Mendonca,
City Clerk.



May 9, 1983

Senator T,ita '•~. S~pinslAy
'~i~or itv ~~~,;c~r
350 ColP AvQnuP
Providc~~cc, ~:"t U2906

Dear Senator SaPinsley,

Er►closPd herewith is certified copy of I2esolution No.
376, approved May 3, 1983, the same beinq self-explanatory.

Councilwoman Fvelyn V. Farqnoli is sponsor of said
Resolution.

Very truly yours,

Rose M. i~endonca,
City C1Prk.



;:ay 9, i983

R^vrr::,~rt ~',• i~- ~ .:~:.~ph DPAnRc~lis
'~~1 ~;nr : ~l/ T,'+'~ ' ̂!

~

2 ~~lhitman ::trr-~t
r~^~Onc~, RI 0?917

~ear R~presentative D~Anoelis:

rnclos~c~ hPrPr~ith is cc~rtific~3 copy oi' Resolution t'o.

376, anProvr~~:say j, 1933, t;zr ~am^ b~inq self-explanatory.

Counci~~.~o~;a~ Fvelyn v. ~'arqnoli is sponsor oE said

Re:~olution.

Very truly yours,

Rose M. Menc~onca,
City Clerk.



'1ay 9, 1983

Re*~r~sc~nt~::L i~~~ ~radforc: ~crha~n
h;inority T~~ac~~r
Cucu:nbc>r ::il i ~ oac;
Foster, RI 02825

De«r Representative Gorham:

F.nclosed herewith is certified copy of Resolution No.

376, approved May 3, i983, the same beinq self-explanatory.

Council~~oman ~:velyn V. Farnnoli is sponsor of said

Resolution.

Very truly yours,

Rose M. Mendonca,
City Clerk.



::ay 9, 1983

Rnnr~~en~~tiv^ A13o Freda
1 ~.~i ('i r:+-Ol '~C~'^"

Provi~ence, kI 0?909

Dear RPprPsentative Freda,

Enclosed herewith is certified copy of Resolutmon No.

376, approvecl May 3, 1983, the same beina self-explanatory.

Co~ancit.c•►oman ~'v~lyn ~~. ^arqnoli is sponsor of said

Resolution.

Very truly yours,

Rose M. Mendonca,
City Clerk.



;~;ay 9, 1983

~:;~rth•~~~ J. ~.,~*`;
~f1.?^ll:~r ~f t->> ;~ F~ou,~
3~~ .,t~~r~~ ''~~.~., ,

Providencc, ~tI 02403

~ear SpPaker of the House,

Enclosed her~c•~ith is c~rti~ied cooy o£ Resolution ~o.

37G, ar}~rov~c~ '~~ay~ 3, 1933, th~ ~a:n~ bein~ s~lf-explanatory.

Council~•~o;~ar ~velyn v. Far~noli is sponsor of said

Resolution.

Very truly yours,

Ro3e t~l. Mendonca,
City Clerk.


