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fATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDEI~ICE PLANTA7~IONS

HISTORICAL PRESERVATION COMMISSION
Old State House
150 Benefit Street

Providence, R. I. 02903

(401)277-2678 January 27, 1978

City Clerk
Providence
25 Dorrance
Providence,

Rose Mendonca
City Hall
Street
Rhode Island 02903

Dear Ms. Mendonca:

IN ~1TY COUNCIL
FEB ~ 6 1978

READ:
WHEREUPON IT IS ORDERED THAT
HE SAlNE BE RECEIVED.

~F~ ~Q+~-Z~~~'CLERK

The Commission is pleased to inform you that it has
approved the preparation of nominations to the Nationa7.
Register of Historic Places for the following Providence
properties:

All Saints Cliurch, 674 Westminster Street
Trinity United A7et}lodist Church, 389-393 Broad Street
Gorham Manufacturing Company Complex, Adelaide Avenue
Aylsworth Apartments, 188-194 Broad Street
Mason Tillinghast House, 169 Broad Street
Calvary Baptist Church, 747 Broadway
I~ome for the Aged, 807 Broad Street
Gloria Dei Lutheran Church, 15 Hayes Street
SS. Sahag and Mesrob Armenian Apostolic Church, 68 Jefferson St.
Smith Street School, 396 Smitlz Street
Merchants Cold Storage jaarehouse, 65 Harris Avenue
Brown ~ Sharpe C.omnlex, Promenade and Holden Streets
North up -Preston-T7artin House, 17 Jefferson Street

The following Historic Districts (see attached maps) have
also been approved for nomination preparation:

I'.lnnvood [Iistor.ic 1)istri_ct, I:lmwood.
Wesleyan J~vcnue liistoric ll.istrict, South 1?rovi.clence
Rhodes Street 1-Iistoric District, South Providencc
Do~antown Providencc I-Ii storic District
Clialkstone-Douglas I-Iistoric District, Smith I-lill
Andrew Dickhaut Cottages I-listoric District, Smith Hill
Oakland Avenue Historic District, Smitll t-lill



This preliminary approval is tlle initial step in the nom-
ination process that will lead to entry on the National
Register of Historic Places. Research and photography
will be undertaken by the Commission staff as time permits
to prepare the actual nomination. In the meantime, we
welcome whatever information or written comments you may
wish to offer concerning the significance of this property.

Nomination to the National Register is a formal and selective
process for recognizing and recording at the federal level
th~ose sites, artifacts, structures, and districts which
have particular value as physical evidence of our local,
state; and national history. Entry on the National Register,
is, therefore, an honor.

Nomination to the Register also protects the property, through
a review process at state and federal levels, from federally
funded or licensed projects which would adversely affect
it. Properties listed in the National Register are auto-
matically listed in the Rhode Island State Register of
Historic Places as well. The State Register provides pro-
tection through a review process from adverse effects of
state or municipally funded or licensed projects. The
owner of a property entered on the National Register is
eligible to apply for federal grants-in-a.id for restoration
work. In addition, commercial properties on the National
Register are eligible for tax incentives for certified
rehabilitation as provided by the Tax Reform Act of 1976
(PL 94-455, Section 2124). The Tax Reform Act also stipulates
tax disincentives in the case of demolition of a property
on the National Register. ~

Following review and approval by the National Park Service:
in Washington, D. C. , public notification of entry on tlze
National Register is by press release from the State Historic
Preservation Officer. You will also receive a letter of_
notification. Included with this letter are folders ex-
plaining the purpose and scope of the National Register
of Historic Places and the work of the Rhode Island
Historical Preservation Commission. If you have any
questions concerning the National Register, please feel
free to contact P~9rs. Ancelin Lynch, National Register
Coordinator, at the Commission office.

Sincerely,
~ ~ ~. ,,,, .

~ ~' ~, ;; ,' ~ '
~.;.~~,~ ~~, ;- , ~~~`, ~1~:, ~

Mrs . George E . Downing~
Chairman

~nclosures
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The
National Register

The National Register of Historic Places is the offi-
cial list of the Nation's cultural resources worthy of
preservation.

Listing in the National Register

• makes private property owners eligible to be con-
sidered tor Federal grants-in-aid for historic preser-
vation through State programs

• provides protection through comment by the Ad-
visory Council on Historic Preservation on the effect
of federally financed, assisted, or licensed under-
takings on historic properties, as stated in Section
106 ot the National Historic Preservation Act ol
1966 and Executive Order 11593.

The Program
The Historic Sites Act of 1935 placed the Department
of the Interior squarely in the field of historic preser-
vation, This act gave extensive responsibilities to the
Secretary of the Interior to effect, through the Na-
tional Park Service, a national policy of h9storic pres-
ervation and authorized a national survey of sites of
exceptional value in United States history. The Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 expanded this
mandate and called for a broadened program for the
preservation of all cultural property throughout the
Nation. The 1966 act states:

"The Secretary of the Interior is authorized to expand
and maintain a national register of districts, sites,
buildings, structures and,objects significant in Amer-
ican history, architecture, archeology and culture,
hereinafter referred to as the National Register. ..."

The role of the Federal Government in preservation
activities was further emphasized on May 13, 1971,
with the signing of Executive Order 11593, entitled
"Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural En-
vironment," which states that:

"The Federal Government shall provide leadership in
preserving, restoring and maintaining the historic
and cultural environment of the Nation."

Under Section 2(a) of the orderthe heads of Federal
agencies shall:

... with the advice of the Secretary of the Interior,
and in cooperation with the liaison officer for his-
toric preservation for the State or territory involved,
locate, inventory, and nominate to the Secretary of
the Interior all sites, buildings, districts, and objects
under their jurisdiction or control that appear to qual-
ify for listing ~n th~ National Fiegister of Historic
Places." , .

Federal nominations are submitted through Federal
representatives for Executive Order 11593. These
representatives are appointed by the heads of Fed-
eral agencies.

ELIGIBILITY
All historic areas in the National Park System, to-
gether with those properties eligible for designation
as National Historic Landmarks, are of national sig-
nificance and are listed in the National Register.
Properties of national, State, or local significance
may be nominated by the 5tates and the Federal
agencies and are placed on the Register by approval
of the Secretary of the Interior.

National Register program within their jurisdictions.
Before properties are nominated for inclusion in the
National Register a statewide survey of historic,
architectural, archeological, and cultural resources
is undertaken.

Also before submission to the National Register, all
nominations must have been approved by a State re-
view board whose membership includes profession-
als in the fields of architecture (or architectural his-
tory), history, archeology, and other disciplines. If
the property meets National Register criteria the
board recommends it for nomination to the National
Register. The nomination is then reviewed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer, signed, and for-
warded to the National Park Service.

The State Historic Preservation Officer and the State
review board are responsible for the preparation and
review of the State's historic preservation plan which
includes background information on the State (Vol-
ume I), an inventory and analysis of the State's his-
toric resources (Volume II), and a program for their
pro[ection (Volume III). The National Park Service,
acting in behalf of the Secretary of the Interior, re-.
views the plan and gives approval. In Volume III (the
Annual Preservation Progrem) each State has an op-
portunity to update the content of the basic plan.

PUBLICATION OF THE LIST '
A hard-cover volume entitled The National Register
ot Historic Places was published in 1972, listing prop-
erties registered through June 30, 1971; it is supple-
mented by a hard-cover volume published in 1974
that lists properties registered between July 1, 1971,
and June 30, 1973. The two volumes contain perti-
nent information and descriptions of 7,000 registered
properties. A cumulative listing of all National Reg-
ister properties is published each February in the
Federal Register, and additions to the National Reg-
ister are printed the first Tuesday of each month.
These listings and the hard-cover volumes are avail-
able from Superintendent of Documents, U.S. Gov-
ernment Printing OHice, Washington, DC 20402.

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION
The following criteria are designed to guide the
States, Federal agencies, and the Secretary of the
Interior in evaluating potential entries (other than
areas of the Nationai Park System and National His-
toric Landmarks) for the National Register:

The quality oi signiticance in American history, archi-
tecture, archeology, and culture is present in dis-
tricts, sites, buildings, structures, and objects that
possess integri4y of locatien, design, setting, ma-
terials, workmanship, feeling, and association, and:

A. that are associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad pattems of our
f11St01y; Of

B. that are associated with the lives of persons sig-
nificant in our past; or
C. that embody the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction, or that rep-
resent the work of a master, or that possess high ar-
tistic values, or that represent a significant and dis-
tinguishable entity whose components may lack in-
dividual distinction; or
D. that have yielded, or may be likely to yield, in-
formation important in prehistory or history.

Ordinarily cemeteries, birthplaces, or graves of his-
torical figures, properties owned by religious insti-
tutions or used for religious purposes, structures that
have been moved from their original locations, re-
constructed historic buildings, properties primarily
commemorative in nature, and properties that have
achieved significance within the past 50 years shaJl
not be considered eligible for the National Register.
However, such properties will qualify if they are inte-
gral parts of districts that do meet the criteria or if
they fall within the following categories: '

A. a religious property deriving primary significance
fro+n a~~~chicactural or arEistia distinctiort or i~isturic&i
importance; or
B. a building or structure removed from its original
location but which is significant primariiy for archi-
tectural value, or which is the surviving structure
most importantly associated with a historic person or
event; or
C. a birthplace or grave of a historical figure of
outstanding importance if there is no otherappropri-
ate site or building directly associated with his pro-
ductive life; or
D. a cemetery which derives its primary signifi-
cance from graves of persons of transcendent im-
portance, from age, from distinctive design features,
or from association with historic events; or

IMPLEMENTATION OF THE PROGRAM
The National Historic Preservation Act is implement-
ed in cooperation with the State Historic Preservation

, Oiticers, who are responsible for administering the
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•THEADVISOHYCOUNCIL
. .Y ~ -

- ~~'
ON HISTONIC PHESEflVAT10N
In~heNationalMls~oricPreserva~ionAc~of1988,

~ ~'_;_~~~ CongressestablrshedtheAtivisoryCounclonHis-
.!Q ~'

":•~~~'.._^-~~~'
~oric Preservat on ~o ativise Congress antl the Presi-
tlentTheCounciliscomposedofiheSecretariesof
Interior, Housing and Urban Development, Com-_ Y ,

e, Treasury, Transportation, antl Agriculture;
~j~- .,-~~ -' therAttorneyGenerel;theAdministratoro}iheGen-

ral Services Adminisiration; ihe Chairman of the
- NationalTrust(orHistoricPreservalion;iheSecre-

~ tary oi [he Smithsonian InstitutioR; antl 10,non-fetleral
mambers appoin~ed by Ihe President.

~ ~ !n atltlition ~o its other tlu~ies. ~he Council advises and
" . sis~s Fetleral tlepariments antl agencies in tlis-

charging iheir hisbric preservation responsibilities.
To e re pmper consideration of ~he value of Na-

~ scw
tional Register propertles in ihe Fetle~al planning
antlprogrammingprocess,CongressgavetheAd-

F~ sory Council a review and comment responsibiliry.
~ o.~ In Section 106, the act provitlea that:

"ihe heatl of any Federal agency having direct or in-
direc~ jurisdidion over a proposetl Fetleral or fetl-

ie.ne.c ~. . ++,s~~ eralty essistetl unCerteking in eny S~e~e end Yhe heatl

~
of any Federal tlepar~ment or intlepentlent agency

E.;~
h~ ingau~horly~olcenseanyuntlertak'ngshall
p ortotheapprovalof~heexpend'tureotanyFed

~~~
I ~untls on the untlertak-ng or pr or to the's

~~ ~R~ ~ anY I cense as the case maY be take nto account
th et~ect of the undehak ng on any tl s~r ct site,

~.
builtling,siructure,orob~ecithal's nclutletl nlhe~~~~y ~""-1n~' National Fegls~er. The heed of any such Federel
agancy shall a~~ord the Adviwry Council on Historic
Preservation ... a ~easonable opportunity to wm-

~ C

I [ ~

ment with regartl to such undertaking."

WhileFetlerelaqenciesobtalnihacommenisoithe
~' ~ Council when any Fetlerel, tetle~ally assis~ed, o~ fetl-

~- #r-~ . erallylicansedprqecta~~ecisaNationalRe9ister
proper~y, ~his sec~ion gives lhe Council no veto over
such undertakings. However, it does ensure that his-

u. tarical values w"ill be ihoroughly consideretl in Fetl-
- ~ - ral prolect planning. The Advlsory CounCil prOvides

a high-level brum tor assessing the public interest
and recommentling courses of action. Untler Sec
bons 1(3) antl 2(b) ot Ezecut ve Order 11593 and ihe

~ ~~ AtivisoryCouncil's"ProcetluresPortheProtec~ionof

~~ ~,.
Historic and Culturel Propehy;' 36 CFR Part 800, ~he
Councilmayalsocommentonpropertlesdetermined

.. by [he Secretery of the Interior to be eligible for Na-
tianal Fe9ister listing.

~ A booklet. "Advisory Council on Historic Preserva-
tion: To Advise, Rec end, Enc rage, Coordi-

' nate,Assist;'maybeob~ainetlby~equesttromthe
- _ ExecutiveSecretary.AtivisoryCou cilonHistor

Preservat'on,5uite430,1522KSC,N.W. Washing-
x

1~ ~_~~.~ ~~~.~~ae~~~~~~

ton. DC 20005.

~„~,~, ,~. ~~~~. n •EXECUTNEOPDEH11593:PHESENYATION
' CONSUITATION AND TECHNICAL INFOHMATION

Execu~ive Order 11593 requires, among other things,
that the Secre~ary of the Interior advise Federal agen-

in the -tlent licatlon antl evaluat'on of historic
_ propert es In atldition, the Secretery is cherged with

developing and dlsseminating to Federal, State, and
calgovernmenis'nformaton conce~ning me~hotls

~ antl techniques o~ pre rval on, rystoratipn, antl
_ - . -- aintenanceoih'storcpropenies.lnresponseto

this charge, ihe Natianal Park Servlce has ihree re-
glonal consultan~s to advise Federal a9encias con-

~ ' _
-

ing ihei esponsibilities untlerthe Execu~ive

~~
o~der.m~ddino~,sca~iammceocsa~da~dnue~m~ai
historians provitle ativice on speclflc technlCal pres

- rva~ion problems submitted by Fedaral, Sta~e, or
' ~ ' local agencies.

FEDEPAL OFFICIALS
NE5PONSIBLE FOP
IMPLEMENTING EXECUTIVE
ORDER 11593

nally ~hese are published or matle Ihe basis of
speciel exhibits.

In atltlition to its normal summer recording progrem,
HAER dl reCts N+o proleC~s whiCh deal wi~h t~e urgen~
problem of itlen~ifying and recording obsolete sltes,
shuctures, and objects bebre they disappear com-
ple~ely: (1) the HAER inventory is a nationwitle effort
to itlentity tachnolo9ical works In collaDoration with
other Fetleral agencies, S~ate Historic Preservation
Off'cers locel -ntl-vtluels protessonelgroups,entl
h'stor'cal organ zat ons antl (2) ~he emetgency re-
cording program tlocuments works threatened wi~h

'nent tlesiruction. Fetlerel agencies are required
ntler Sec~ion 2(eJ of Ezecutive Order 1159310 pro-
vide ~or such recortling ot hlstor e shuc~ures which
ihey plan to demolish or substantially alter.

By cooperating with State Historic Preservation Of-
ticers in preparing Ne~ionel Regis~er nominetion
forms and helping Siate antl local govemmenta

theirss the importance ot s~ruc~ures and oblec~s inarees, the HAER hopes ~o stimulate increesetl
publiC interest in the emetging ~leld of intlustrlel
archeology.

INTEPAGENCVAXCHEOLOGICALPHOGRAM
The Archeological and Historical Praservation ACF
of 1960, as amentletl in 19]4 (formerly krtown as ihe
Feservoir Salvage Act~, places responsibility on ihe
Secretary of the Interior to coortlinate and adminis-
ter a nationwide program br ~he recovery of arche-
ologicel end historic data which otherwise woultl be
lost as ihe resul~ of Federal construc~lon antl tetl-
erally licensed and asslsted land modi~ication pra-
grams antl activities. This program is atlminisieretl
through liaison wi~h o~het Fetleral agencies, identi-
fying program needs and con~rac~ing with qualifietl
State and prvate etlucaLonal and sc ent f c nst tu
Cons ~o peAorm the necessary nvestigat ans A large
port on of Ne archeolog cel f eltlwo~k n ihe Nel on
s conducted through Ih s program.

The Ant qwl es Act of 1906 atltl'M1onally prov tles ihe
~epartment wi[h protective and research powere
wi~h respecl to archeological and historic resourCes
n Fetleral lands. In support oi ihese activities the

Departmental Consulting Archeologls~ granis permi~s
to etluca~ional antl scienti~ic instiN[ions tor ihe pur-
poses ot conducting archeological and historical in-
vestigations on Fetleral lantls.

TXE NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARKS PNOGRAM
The Historic Si~es Act of 1935 authorizes the Secre-
tary of ~he Interior to make a survey ot historic sites
and builtlings 10 itlentity those of nationel signifi-

ce. Poten~ial lantlmark5 are evalua~etl by ~he Atl-
sory Board on Na~ional Parks, H s~or c Sites, Build-

ngs, antl Monuments and are recommendetl to 1he
Secretary of the Interior. Sltes and siructures found
nationally significant by Ihe Secretary are ellglble
for designa~ion as National Historic Landmarks and

nclutled in ihe National Register antl listetl
manthly In ~he Fetlerel Register. Upon ~he owner's
agreemeni to atlhere ~a acceptetl preservation pre-
cepts. landmark designation Is recognized by ihe
ward oi a bronze plaque antl a certiticate. The pro-
gram began in 1960.

S[utlies leading to ~he selec~'on of Nationel Historic
Lantlmarks are published in a series of books which

Ur vailable from tha Superintentlent oi Documents.
S. Govemment Prin~ing Ottice, Washing~on, DC

20402 (Reter b the National Survey ot Historic Sites
and Buildinqs when ortlering ihe booksJ

THENATUPALLANDMANKSPROGRAM
The tirst entr es in ihe Nahonal peqisiry of Natu~al
Lentlmarks wete tles gneted n 1964 Th s program's
m lar b that ot ihe Nat onal H stor c Landmarks

The Nat onal Park Serv ce conducis natural reg'on
studies b iden~ify natural areas ~het are of potential
national signiiicance. These areas are then stuAiad in
the field by competent scien~is~s. Natural areas con-
sidered of na~ional significance are ciled by ihe Seo
retary o( the Interior as eliqible for recognition as
Registered NaNral Lantlmarks, regartllessof own-
ership. At the Secretary's imitation, the owner may
appty tar a certificate and bronze plaque tlesignating
the site.

NATIONAI ENVIRONMENTAL
Related NPS Programs EDUCATIONLANDMANKSPHOGflAM

For lurlh¢r iniormatfon abaut an i the 
Shis part of the National Lantlmarks program was

descri6etl belaw, write to the Director, Nstional Park 
tartetl in 1968. These lantlmarks are tlesignated for

Servite, U.S. Depar~ment ol lhe Interior, Washing- ,he of sch 
les of envFirormm ~~al 

awerenesseaching

ton, DC 20240. 
princip

XISTORIL PRESEPVATION GRANTS-IN-AIO
The National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 au-
thorizes 50 percent matching grants-in-aitl to the 50
States of the Union, ihe Diatrict of Columbia, ihe
Commonwealih of Pueho Riro, the Vlrgin Islands,
Guam, American Samoa, the Trust Territory oi ihe
Pacitic Islantls, antl ihe Na~ional Trust tor Historic
Preservation. Greni tuntls may be usetl for the prep-
aration of comprehensivestatewide historic preser-
valion surveys and plans and for the acquisition antl
development o~ properties Ilstetl in the National Reg-
Ister. S[ates antl terri~ories may ~ransler funtls to
local governmenis or priva~e or9anizations and in-
dividuals. For acquisition and development prolects
volving a private iransieree, the public In~erest is

protectetl by tleetl covenan[s ~hat assure mainte-
nance and adminisira~ion and publiC benefl~.

Development funds are used lor ~he protection, re-
habilitation, restoration, and recons~ruction of his-
to~ic properties. Evitlence ot conformance to pro-
fesslonal stantlartls establishetl by ~he Secretary oi
ihe Interior musl be shown in the form of plans, speo-
Ifications, shop tlrawings, or o~her materials submlt-
ted by the S~ate to the National Park Service, or by
nsite Inspection by personnel f rom ihe National

Park Service ~ivision oi Grants.

Matching grants to ihe National Trust for Historic
Preservalion suppor~ acquisl~ion, res~oration, mainte-

and administratlon of its historic properties,
and aewltle variery of educational and technical as-
sistance activities.

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SUflVEY
This program, Ini~ialed in 1933 ~or recording im-
portan~ examples af American archl~ecture, Is can-
ducted by the National Park Service in cooperetion
with the American InstiNte ot Arc~itects antl the
Librery of Congress. The recortls—measured draw-
ings, pholographs, antl wri[lan data—form a national
archive o( historic architec[ure represcming a witle
range of builtling types, s~yles, tla~es, and geograp~ic
locations. Through ~he facilities o11he Library o~ Con-
gress all records are available for public use antl
reproduction.

Recortling by HABS Is evidence thal a building is
warthy of preservalion. Most reCorded buildings will
be enteretl in the Nationel flegis~er as National Hls-
~oric Landmarks or ihrough nomination by ~he Stales
or Federal agencies. Fetleral agencies are required
under Sec~ion 2(e) a~ Executive 0 rder 1159310 pro-
vitle for such recordin9 of hlstariC sVuc~ures which
they plan to demollsh or substantielly el~er.

HISTONIC AMEPICAN ENGINEERING PECOND
HAER was es[ablished in 198910 documen~ historic
engineering, indus~rial, antl technological works
ihroughout the couniry. It is contluctetl by ~he Ne-
tionel Perk Service in cooperatian with ihe American
Society o~ Civil Engineers and the Library of Con-
gress. HAEH recortls ~ake the form of ineasured
drawings, professional photogrephs, historical re-
ports, ~echnlcal~analyses, and molion pictures.Oc

Other Programs
The Federal Property and Atlminis~rative Ser-
vices Act of 1949 permits the trans~er of surplus
historic proper~ies from the Federel Govemmen~
to Stale or local govemments witho W cherge. A
19]2 amendment permits these propeMies ~o be
usetl ior revenue producing activities. For iuriher
information write to the Historic Preserva~ion Officer,
Gene~al Services Atlminist~ation, Washington,
DC 20405.

The Housing and Community Development Act ot
19]4 provitles br block gran~s to communities for

unity improvemanL Communities may choOSe
~o u e ihese grants ~or historic preservation. Funtls
may be used for a broatl range of aclivities, inclUtl-
ingthe survey, acqulsition, 2habilitation, preserve-
~ion, antl tlisposi~lon of historic propertles; tuntls
may also be used to establish gran~ antl loan pro-
grams on the local level br preservation. For more
information about these grants, consult your HUD

regionel oHlce, or write ro the Secretary
o~ Housing antl Urban Developmenl, Washington,
DC 20410.

Title I of ~he Na~lonal Housing Act permi~s the Fetl-
eral Housing Administra~lon to insure loans for [he
impro ent of residential property. An amentlmen~
in 1914 authorizes the insurance of loans tor pres-
rvation of residentlal properties Ilsted in the Na-

tional Regis~er, or cer~ified by ~he Secretary of ihe
Interior to mnform to National Register criteris. The

um loen emoun[ far hlstoric proper~ies is
$15,Doo per awelling unit and ihe manimum term is
15 years and 32 days. For more informa~ion about
ihis progrem write to the Secretary o~ Housing antl
Urban ~evelopment, Washington, DC 20410. '

The Comprehensive Planning Assistance Proqram
(Secilon ]01 ~ provitles granL= for survey antl plan-
ning. Historic preservation planning can and should
be an element o~ any comprehensive plan. Typlcal~
eligible activi~ies are the survey and evelue~ion oi
hismric properties, the de[ermine~lon o~ preliminery
cost estimates for restoratiory the preparation of his-
toric dislric~ leglsla~ion, and the preparation of a hls-
toric preservation plan retlecting a program of aetion
based on survey informatian. For more information
ebout this program, see your HUO area or re9ional
oHice, or wri~e ~o the Secreiary of Hausing antl Urban
Developmen~, Washington, DC 20410. Vour Stete
Planning Office may also be ot assistante.




