
THE CITY OF PROdIDENCE
STATE OF RfiO~E ISLAND AND PROVID"eNCE PLANTATIONS

RES4LUTI~N ~F THE CITY COUNCIL
~p, 366

App~°aved June 19, 19?4

WHEREA5, a s~udy has recor►mended consolidation and

renewing Court Facilities for the State, and

WHEREAS, the busiest Courts a.nd highest case load is

in the City of Providence, and

TrdHEREAS, 80% of the State's population Izves wa.thin a

ten t10) mile radius of the City of Providence, an.d

WHEREA5, most of the ~.aw and insurance and business

offices, lawyers, judges, busincsses, witnesses, and other in-

volved per~on~ an~ resources are located nearest to ~he City of

Proridence, and

inTHEREA5~ the highW ays leading into the Capital city are

most able to hai~.dle ready access to the courts and justice, and

WHEREAS, the State House and State Law Libraxy anc3 State

Offices and officials are located in the City of Providence, and

WHEREAS, most hosgitaZs and physicians and other expert

witnesses, who may be needed in court proceedings, are closest to

the City of Providenc~, ,

I~OW, THEREFORE, BE ST RESOLVED, that all responsible

officia].s be urged and requested to locate the New Court faci.~,ities

in the Gity of Providence, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the l~Zayor, City Council, and

A11 Concerned Officials of the City of Providence, includ;~ng the

~rban DeveZopment arzd Board .an~ Planning Agency~, and Providence Re-

deveZo~ment Council, do a11 in their ~ower to coogerate with, urge

anci assist, the location oi new Central Court Facilities in the City

of Providence, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that copies of this Resolution be

sent to al.l officials concer~eci with the locatzon of the New Cour~t

facilities, inc~.uding:

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Thomas Roberts

Chief Justice of the Superior Court Joseph Weisbe~ger

Chief Justice of the Family Court Edward Gallogly

Chiet Justice of the District Cour~ Henry Lailiberte

Governor of the State of Rhode Island Phi3ip W. Noe2

Spearers of the House

President of the Sen.ate

Majority and Minora.ty Leaders o~ the Senate House.
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FREDERICK LIPPI7T ~~ ~ ~ I

PROVIDENCE 
.,~~~ 2iO0 HOSPITAL TRUST TOWER

H~pE, ~~` PROVIDENCE. RHODE ISLAND 02903

401-274-9200

MINORITY LEADER ~i]1tSP U~ ~.Rp}txPSEEtt~tUPB
ROOM 207 STATE HOUSE

PROVIDENGE, RHO~E ISLAND 02903

~ 401'277'2259

July l, 1974

The Honorable Vincent Vespia
City Clerk
City Hall
Providence, Rhode Island

Dear Vinnie :

Thank you f or your copy of the Resolution, Number 366,
of the City Council wi th re spe ct to retaining any Central
Court F'acilities in the City of Providence.

I agree with this position and certainly will do
anything I can to see that the Central Court Facilities
stay in the City of Providence.

Sincer yours,.

Frederick Lippitt
House Minority Leader

FL:RT



SUPERIOR COURT OF RHODE ISLAND
PROVIDENCE 02903

JOSEPH R. WEISBERGER
PRESIDING JUSTICE

JOHN S. MCKIERNAN
FLORENCE K. MURRAY
ARTHUR A. CARRELLAS
WILLIAM M. MACKENZIE
JAMES C. BULMAN
EUGENE F. COCMRAN
RONALD R. LAGUEUX
EUGENE G. C+ALLANT
ANTHONY A. GIANNINI
FRANCIS J. FAZZANO
DONALD F. SHEA
JOHN E. ORTON 111
TNOMAS H. NEEDXAM
JOHN P. BOURCIER

ASSOCIATE JUSTICES

JOHN E. MULLEN
STEPHEN A. FANNIN6

RETIREO JUSTICE4

Honorable Vincent Vespia
City Clerk
City Hall
Providence, Rhode Island

Dear Mr. Vespia:

November 14, 1974

I have received and thank you for a copy of the
Resolution of the City Council relating to the location of
central court facilities.

There are no present plans to move any of the
significant criminal or civil functions of the Superior
Court from its present location in Providence. Suggestions
have been made that a new court facility be constructed in
the Howard complex. Such suggestions were contained in a
court facility study submitted by Michael Wong, an architect
of national reputation in the design of court facilities.
This design contemplated that the court facility at Howard
would contain a number of courtrooms for Superior Court use.

However, these rooms would more likely be used to
handle cases transferred from other counties such as Washington
and Kent, and f~r certain types of matters relating to the
Adult Correcti~inal Institutions or the Institute of Mental
Health, where proximity to those sites would be a significant
factor. I had suggested then and continue to suggest that
our present operation in Providence, where 12 judges are pre-
sently assigned, should continue unabated. I consider the
Providence Superior Court operation to be one of maximum
efficiency.

The only major shortcoming in our Providence location
is the deplorable lack of parking facilities, which makes it



' SUPERIOR COURT OF RHODE ISLAND

Honorable Vincent Vespia
-2-
November 14, 1974

exceedingly difficult for lawyers, litigants and jurors to
make appropriate arrangements for the parking of their ve-

. hicles during their court attendance. It is also extremely
difficult, and indeed a hardship, for many court employees
to arrange for the parking of their vehicles during the course

~ of their daily work.

In any event, you may be assured that the concern
of the City Council that the Superior Court provide appropriate
services in the capital city is shared by me and by my colleagues.

Ve truly yours,
..

'` ~ ,~i.~- j_ _
Joseph R. Weisberger (f ̀ ""
Presiding Justice

JRW:grl
cc: Governor Philip W. Noel

Chief Justice Thomas H. Roberts
Lieutenant Governor J. Joseph Garrahy
Honorable Joseph A. Bevilacqua

` Chief Judge Edward P. Gallogly
Chief Judge Henry E. Laliberte

. Honorable John J. Skiffington
Honorable John P. Hawkins
Honorable J. William Corr, Jr.
Honorable Frederick Lippitt
Walter J. Kane, State Court Administrator
John J. Hogan, Superior Cour.t Administrator


