CITY OF PROVIDENCE
Juan M. Pichardo, Chairman

February 25, 2016

Dear Mayar and-City Council,

Itis a pleasure and'an honor to serve as chairman of the Providence Board of Licenses.

elected,

The staff and Board processes and facilitates over 8,000 business ficenses in the city. Thisis an
important key resource for economic development,

It is our priority to ensure the safaty of the public and assist businesses to succeed while adhering to city
cordinances and state laws.
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CITY OF PROVIDENCE

Juan M. Pichardo, Chairinan
Providence Board of Licenses

REPORT TO MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 2016

INTRODUCTION:

Tn accordance with Article X1, Section 1102(b)(4) of the Providence City Charter
which provides for an annual report for the Providences Board of Licenses, I am
providing this document in my capacity as chairman in order to provide information and
a discussion of the direction and opetation of tlie Board of Licenses. I assumed
feadership of the Board of Licenses on May 26, 2015 as acting chair and became:
chairman on August 15,2015, As such, [ have officially held the office of chairman for
approximately six (6) months, During this period, the Board of Licenses has continued to
discharge its duties pursuant to the Providence City Charter. S pecifically, Article XI,
Section 1102 has established a specific licensing authority within the ¢ity and created
a. “board of licenses which shall have and exercise such power and duties relating to

licenses as may be prescribed by law or ordinance.

In accordance with the delegation of authority from the Providence City Charter,
the Board Handles a wide raiige of licensing issues for the city in the ateas of retail,
mecharical, entertainment, victual and alcoholic beverage sales. Matters may range from
simple one (1) day licenses for entertainment for events held at the Dunkin Donuts Center
and educational institutions to show catse violations for liquor establishmennts as a result
of incidents of violence. Additionally, the Board holds hearings for liquor, retail and.
food service establishments involving the issuance of new licenses, transfers and

renewals.




TRANSPARENCY / ACCESS

From the outset.of my terin, both myself and the members of the board have strived

to foster and open and trafisparent atmosphere-at both the meetings and within the
licensing office itself. In this regard, all meetings are recorded with a digital audio
recording system. As of the present date, the audio of each meeting of the board is

available on the City of Providence website by the close of business each day.

In the upcoming months, it is our inteiition t6 incicase piblic awareness and
involvement in the ongoing aspects of licensing within the city. Consequently, the board
will be reviewing and considering a procedure for public commentary at its meetings. In,
some cases this process presents a challenge since the boérd often sits in a quasi-judicial
capacity for hearings. As such, public comment must be litnited and may be restricted in
order to allow for fair proceedings to the licensées and prosecutorial functions and
discretion for the office of the city solicitor. While the solicitor’s office is responsible for
prosecuting cases before the board, the board is solely vested with the authority to impose
penalties against the licensee. Theréfore, even in matters where the licensee and
prosecution agree on thé factual basis for the show cause petition and the violations, no
sanction is authorized until the matter is presented t6 the bodrd and a delibération is held
by the board.in open session to determine the appropriate penalty to the licensee. A

similar process is employed it almost all adversarial proceedings in the judicial system.

Further, to allow the comununity gréater access to meetings of the board, we will be
reviewing the efficacy of holding evening meetings on at léast a mouithly basis, This type
of scheduling should ease the burden placed on residents to attend meetings and voice
their concerns on certain applications and board business in general. This type of
meeting may be especially helpful duting the renewal process. Given the prima facie
standard for renewal, it may be advisable for evening rieetings in order for the interested.
community membets to provide any testimony or evidence regarding impact on quality of

life issues. Along the lines of transparency-and access to all information before the
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boatd, all show-cause petitions are available to the public online-as well as the agenda,

agenda packets and licensee historjes..

EDUCATION

As chairman, I am committed to furthering the education and expetience of the Board
of Licenses as a whole,. In 2015, the Board held its first retreat for members which
‘provided for a discussion of practices and presentalion by municipal and state
administrative offices including commentary from the director of the Dcp;artmen’t of
Business Regulations. Members wete able to disciiss general licensing issues and

policies imposed by the City Council and the Administration..

During the current calendar year, members are being provided with a review of
pettinent issues regarding licenses through counsel to familiarize members with the
requirements of each license, The individual licenses are being presented in an
informational format to allow mémbers to discuss any questions or concerns and.

understand the particular nuances for each license issued.

POLICIES AND DIRECTION.

The policies and procedures of the Board have been modified and will be offéred for
discussion and adoption at a forthcoiming meeting, Additionally, the Board will be
required to conduct public hearings regarding the so-called soft closing (3 am closing) for
the City of Providerice. At these hearings, the Board will be requesting comments and
encourage discussion fiom the Mayor, City Council, Providence Police and the
Commissioner of Public Safety. The public hearings ate requived by state [awand will
provide the public an opportunity to provide input on the potential changes and impact to

the cify this extension of operating hours may have.

7
Respectfully submitted //*é;j%;?' e LRt

A7 Fuan M. Pic%alggﬁf/ Chairman
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