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Executive Chamber, City of Providence, Rhode Island

The Honorable
of the City

City Hall
Providence, RI

Vincent A. Cianci, Jr.
MAYOR

City Council
of Providence

02903

February 1, 1979

Honorable Lady and Gentlemen:

Pursuant to Chapter 832, Section 68, of the Public
Laws of the State of Rhode Island 1940; Chapter 2732,
Section 10 of the Public Laws of the State of Rhode Island.
1951 and Chapter 1079, Section 107.31 of the Building
Code Ordinance of the City of Providence, I am this day
appointing Merlin A. DeConti, Jr. of 45 Reardon Avenue,
East Providence, the Director of the Department of Building
Inspection, for a term to expire on the first Monday in
January, 1981. Mr. DeConti has been serving as Acting
Director since the retirement of Vincent Di Mase.

Respectfully,

1

L~u ~G~~, ~ ~~~
~
VINCENT A. CIANCI, JR~,
Mayor of Providence

VAC

iN CITY COt11~iC1L
~FEA' t' 8~ ~g

F~~AD AND APPROVED

~~\~"~Ju~.OLOtJ~G~/~-C LE RK



.: ,. . _

, 7~rrT~r•n~,

Ye.r. ~~n.~l D:~t;n ~

N7me: Merl~n. A. DeConti, Jr.
l~dcl.ress ; r! ~~eardon llve~ue , Riversid.e , R.I . 0?~,15
Tel.ephonc: f~01 ~~-33-~~5`~6
A.~;e : 33 Date of l3i_.r_ th: June 11 ,]_~45
Mar.ital Status: Married, one child
Hei~;ht: h feet, 1 inch
~~leimht: l~iQ pound~;
I?ealth: ~xcellent

~. Ed~icational Hi_stor,y

. Master. of. Science, Civil En~i_neerin~ - June 1~70

" ~ University of Rhode Island, Kin~;ston, R.I.
Majo.red in str.uctliral analysis and desi~n with an emphasis
on the use of the university computer. in r.iost courses.

' Bachelor of Science, Civil En~;ineerin~; - June 1~6'7

University of Rhod.e Island, l~in~;ston, R.I.
Gradu.ated with distinction, ~ember of Tau Beta Pi
(En~;ineer.ing Honor ~ociet ).and Phi Kappa Phi
(.Scnolastic ~ionor Society}~, cumulative average - 3.31

Graduated L Cr. anston Hir:,h School East - June Zg63
899 Park Ave., Cranston, R.I. >

Member of Rhode Island and National Honor Societies

- Membership

Re~istered Professional Engineer, State of Rhode Island,1974

Member of Rhode Island and National Society of Professional En~ineers

Mer~ber of Rhode Island Building Inspectors Association

Member of New England I3uilding Officials Association

• Member of National Academy of Code Ad.:.^~inistration

Member of National Conference of States on Building Codes
and Standards, Inc.

Member of Building Officials & Code Administrators International,I~ic.

Mer~ber of Rhode Island 9ssociation of Zoning Boards of Review

. Member of Boa.rd of Dir. ectors , Elm~~rood Neighborhood Housing
Services, Inc.



Occ~~Z~zti.on,~ _l :[1i ̂  to.r. Y

a. Cit~l o~ Pr. ovidence
City~ Tiall, Pr~viclenre, R.T.

Position: l~c~ir~~; Direc~;o.r
Depar.tment of Buildin~; Inspection.

Time of ~mployrnent: ~u~;l.~:t 1~~6 to p.resent

~,lork Per.for.med: Administration of. the De}aartment of T~uildin~
Inspection which included est~blishin^; department policies;
pr.omul~;ation of department r.ules, re~;ulations and pr..ocedures
to insure the proper enforcement of the Rhode Island State
Buildin~; Code, the Providence Zonin~; Ordinance and. r.elated
State and local la~f,rs and ordinances. Responsibilities include
supervision of pl~n .revieU!; permit issuance; and field inspection~•
inspection of netia construction, alterations and fire dama~;ed
buildin~;s; condemnation of buildings unsafe because of
structural ~:rea'~nesses or potentials as a fire hazard;
interpretation and explanation of the Rhode Island State
Buildin~; Code and Providence Zor~in~ Ordinance; processin~
all Buildin~; and. Zonin; violations in the Providence
Municipal Court; and issuance of. certif_icates of occupancy.
Also, ex-officio membe.r of the Providence Zoning Board of
Review, Pro~ridence Buildin~ Board of Revieur, and the Historic
District Cor.iriission.

b. City of Providence
City Hall, Providence, R.I.

Position: Chief Inspector, Structures & Zonin~ Division
Department of ~3uilding Inspection

Tir~e of Employment: February 1~75 to Au~ust 19'76

Work Performed: A.dministration of the Division of Structures
and Zonin~, ti~r:~ich includes the plannin~ and directin~ of
field inspections; super~aision of field inspectors and
clerks; establishing Division procedure ar_d policy; revie~~.T
of plans to ensure their_ compliance ~rith the Building and
Zoning Ordinance of Providexice; processin~ of Buildin~ and
Zoning violations fro;~ initial inspection to prosecution
in the Providence P'~uricipal Court; represe~tation of the
Department of Building Inspection in an advisory capacit,y
at botn the ~3uildin~; Board of Revie~,.r and Zonin~; Board of
Review. In addition, t~~or~~ed closelJ T~rith City Officials,
Co~unit.y and Business leaders to _red_uce t~e number of vacant
and abandoned houses bein~ demolis~zed ~:ithin Providence.
Appointed by the MaJor_ to the I.P.Ae Nei~hborhood Economic
Revitalization Tas~~ Force and the Ketter_in~; Foundation
Gra.nt Tasli Force .
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c. Self_ er;~lo,yed a~ ~ Cori~ultin~ Civil Tii~;i~le~r on a part--
~1_P,le ~)~~S1S.

Time oF Emplo;~r~cni;: !~u~;u~t 1~74 to present

ti~lorl~ PerforMed.: Per.f.orm con^ultinm civil eiz~ineerin~
Va?zicil irtc7_~ided st.r.l~ctural desi~n, desi~;nin{~; sLibdivisions,
dc~si~~;n of individu.al seti•J~.~e disposal syster::s, land
surveyin~;, drainame desi~;n and Urate.r ~hed. studies .

d. American L'n~;ineerin~ Corporation
14-7~ Atti~rood Avenue, Joluiston, R.I.

Position: Associate Ln~;ineer

Time of Em~plo;~rlent: M~y 1~73 to February 1975

[,lor>> Per..formed.: Supervised_ a~~d reviec•aed all ~•~or':c perforMed
b~ surveJrin~; Cr'@:^IS ai1G~. draftsmen t0 ersure ^-~,.11 ?~?OI'1~ ~r!aS

per.ior;~ed correctl~~ a.nd ?~rit'zin the required time sc'edule
and ~ud~;et. Perforr~,ed the desi,~nir~~ ar_d en~ineer. in~
necessar.~r to ~.evelon subdivisi_ons of land from the field
surve~ in accordance with~the applica~~le subdivision
requireTM~e~t;s and zoni~~ ordinances. This included
desic;nin~; road patter~ss and lot confi~~irations, complete
d'esi~n of all .roads, desi~=,~~ of storm draina~e wnd se~~ter
systens, and. represe~tation of clients at r.ecessary
plannin~; board an.d council meetin~s. Additional

~responsibility included ~eneral consulting on structural~
en~;ineerir~ problems, reinforced concrete desi~, ~~aater
shed stud.ies, a.~d occasional surve~in~ field ~;.-or'.~.

e. ~General DJ~namics Corporation, Electric Boat Division
Eastern Point Road, Groton, Connec~icut

Position: ~tesearch and D~~el~p~er_t E~gineer,
Computer Applicatio~ Group/Shock and
Vibration Section

Time of E~ployr_ient : Septe~~er 1~70 to T'Iay 1973

SJyor2 Per.~or~ed: Develo~~d co-~puter pro~r~~-~s for use by all
engineerizl~ departments involved in structural a.nalysis a~d
desi~n. ~ach proUram required ~he cievelop~*~ent o~' an esti~ate
(cost and calendar time), familiarization c•aith the particular
en~ineerin~ princi~les ~o be a~plied in t'~.e p?''o~;r2.m, deveyop~e~~'~
of the necessar~- al~orit~s and lo~ic, pro~~ar.iriing of the ieJic,
perforMing tl^.e necessarJ chec~>outs to ensure that t~~e pro~ r~
is ?~Tor?cin~ properly, a~~d preparatio~ of complete doct~-~entatio ~

~ ~ or all users. In this capacity, I d.eveloped a pro~~ram i~r~ich
enabled the compu~f;er to ~rap'~icall~~ dysplay an~T trio ~or three
dinensional structl~re , both befo.re and after loads had been
app_lieda Ir_ addition, I developed a pr_o~rar.i to calculate
section properties and stress coef~icien~s for ai~y beam ~avin~
an irre~;ularly shaped cross section. I also helped to develop
a st~uctur_ al an.al~Tsis and desi~n pro~r~ for the Office of
Naval Resea.rch.



f. Gencr. al D;~m.am_icr Coz~~o.rat:i.on, L1ec i~.r. _i_c Bont Divi:~ion
~a~tern Poin~ Iioad, Gr.ot;on, Connect;i:;,it

Positi_on: Rese<<rr}~~ ~.~71d De~Telopl:~ez~it ~;n;;ineer. ,
Str~.ictur_ al lln~lz-Cis CTroup/,~]Zock and
Vibr_ation Section

Time of. I;mploJ~ent: Jlzne 190~3 to uepte~ber 1~70

4Tor~~ Pe-r.~for.r~ed: Performed structural ~uZ~l~rsi:~ of t?ir. ee
dir~en ~ional st;eel beari, plate , shell ~nd pipin~; ship

" structures for ad.ec~uacy due to ~ta~ic and/or d.ynariic
' (shoc?,) loadin~ usin~ coMputer pro~;r~.~s d~veloped at

. Electric Poat. Each ?.nalysis inclu.c~ed t.1e development
~, of a mathematicall~~ eauivalent Model of the structure,

an.alysis of the matherlatic~ 1 model usinz availa'~le
computer pro~;r ~~:~s , tY~.orou~;h reviec•a of the coMpvter.
results to verify their correctness ~~d a fi~al technical
repor.~. The fin~l re~ort included all assumptions made

~ in developin~ the mathe~atical model, a teclti~ical
anal~ sis o~' the coMputer results, an.d recor~.riended desiL;r
chan~;es to enable the struc~ture to l~,rithsi~a..nd tl~e required
load.~_n~.

g. State of Rhode Island, Departr~ent of Roads and Bridges

Position: Engineerin~ l~id
~

Time of Emplo;~~r~ent: Su~e~s - 1964 and 1~65

~-lork PerforMed: Perforr~ed wor': of i~spection nature;
verif~ing proper ~.~ou.~~~ts of material being used; testin~;
materials to ~eet State specif~cations; surseyin~ to c?zec'_-~
grades; and inspectin~ brid;e structures to insure they

• were constructed accordin~ to the approved plans.



fate of Rltode PIslanh and lirnbidente Plantations

THE CITY OF

j

PROVIDENCE

MERLIN A. DeCONTI, JR. ,r/o

Jol eit, .meal, da/titillt0lox/deWlisffi&>»/Jr *wk./ , /ii(6

anc/of tie J/ate o~~~lliro~e J'1lca~ti ao datJ'trale;i/ljf;/ Arkeiye,

tie 46'e6 /t eoJeeo/

DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF RTTTT,DTNG TN5PECTION

to /~ce /e4t /my a14.

VINCENT A. CIANCI, JR., MAYOR

~o ler~cl~ rest futon de 8TH flay e/ MARCH  , ,rig-i9   79 ,

J clie arlmotiater anto  MERLIN A. DeCONTI, JR. 

144/acnted Ietiie#ce0/

DIRECTOR  OF THE DEPARTMENT OF BUILDING TNEPECTION

tie a/ore:lu/Jcre oarli


