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Re: 2002 Annual Report

Dear Mr. Clement:

Sincdf^ yours.

• Flirenci

IN CiTVCG'J:

City Hall, Providence, RI 02903-1789 401.421.0495

Pursuant to Article XII, Section 1201 (e) of the Providence Home Rule Charter, I am 
forwarding to you the 2002 Annual Report of the Providence Board of Canvassers.

Mr. Michael Clement 
City Clerk
Providence City Hall 
Providence, RI 02903

Laur^ice K. flynn 
Executive Secretary

Mark J. Lomazzo 
Commissioner

George T. Smith, Jr. 
CZerfe
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CITY OF PROVIDENCE BOARD OF CANVASSERS

2002 ANNUAL REPORT
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City Hall, Providence, RI 02903-1789 401.421.0495

In September the Board moved to using a "Peel & Stick" voting label. This was met 
with moderate success. For the General Election, some modifications were made, 
including the addition of the bar codes to the voter list. The training for poll workers

The year 2002 was a very busy, but productive year for the Board of Canvassers. 
The two major events that drove the e^^^o^^^oard this year were redistricting on 
the federal, state and municipjNevel^and the downsizing'of the legislature. The Board

, ' Laurence K. plynn 
Exdkihve Secretary

Mark J. Lomazzo 
Commissioner

George T. Smith, Jr. 
Clerk

the uncommonfsituation that several incumbents'.were^running^gainst each other.
Y/i

In March the Administratooof the BoardNeft to take employment in-ahother city 
department and theijin Afor^the^Ghief/cierk retired .^Neither o^tnes^mployees was 
replaced. This left the-office extremely^;i?o?t'staffed at alcritical.timi^ Nevertheless, the 

n i rx T U ’T'
staff was able to certify alLth^w^didates andjneet aH the^cessary deadlines.

During the certification of nominatioS^pape^^S^ployee noticed that on two

persons papers it appeared that the same individual wrote a series of names. The Board 
had a hearing on this violation and disqualified both candidates. The State Board of
Elections first reversed this decision but later the candidates were indicted by the Grand
Jury.

Election Data Servi(g^f Wa^hjngton^D.O.^Aft‘erthejlmes werCjdrawnjand approved by 
.iic-vuier^LU uiciti dppiupiidie

precincts. V o° °o

In June the^wndidatesTiled for offic^BeSu^theTurrentl^ayor-’deGided at the last

.O

worked with the City CouhtiFCommitfee oiCReSistncting an'^d^^rr^Kimball Brace and
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the City Council ar^jthe-Mayor^the staff assigned all the*yoter^to their, appropriate

moment that t^would n^t run for reelection there was an unusual flurry^f activity on 

the last day ofcfiling. Al sop because the General Assembly was downsizing,'ithere was iZ IPhp I inrnmiYinnrcH-i lof-inn USal- cp\/prpl ihri imhont-OAioro ri inninnCanaincP oarh nt-hor

le GhienClerk retired. Neither of theseremployees was 
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out tne nignt oerore me eiection:ana set up seiecteo'poiis^ftspeciaiiv 
precinct locations, this assi^d that there vwuld b^.nojcross over of
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itdn.the history

Respectfully submitted,
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or other problerns. This avowed the'boa rd to send substitute workers (of^hich 30 were

was also upgraded. For this election. Wardens and Clerks were trained separately from 
Supervisors. This led to more specialized training for each position.

A problem that was encountered in the Primary was an inordinate amount of poll 
workers who did not show up on Election Day and that some polls did not open up on
time. To alleviate this situation in the General Election, the Board recruited poll workers 
through ad in the Providence Journal and the Providence American. The Providence
School Department also provided a number of poll workers. To insure that the polls 

' would open on time the Board took two successful proactive steps. The first was to go 
out the night before the election^nd'set up selected'polls^(Especially in multiple

I** A n f
precinct locations, this assured that there would be .nojcross over of ballots in the 
wrong district. The se^nd step tt^ boardTook^'wasito form^'partnership with Vote
America (formerlyJthe D^ocr^cy Compart). Vo4e^Ame?icajproyi5ed^d^'e of their 
members to eacJfWard  ̂thfcity^They.>went-out^b^en 6:OO^5a^anS'7:OO am the

We believe thatf2002^^as a'^veiy'?uccessfulyear‘'forrthe Boar^ of-'^vassers. In 

closing it is interesting/to^note tl^t t^e voter<rolls-in Providence no^contain 104,000 
voters - the largest amountun.the history of tfTe oty^

opened on tim^^These volunteers then called the Board with a report ofgiTort staffing

trained) to any^te that a^orker&d not.reyrt.to^^AII of these-measures^ade for a 

very smooth an^jefficient e?ertion/^^^^^^  ̂ q

We believe that/2002^as aS/eiy'successfulyear^f^rthe Boar^ of-'^vassers. In

morning of the^election’toibe sure.that-the i^ll-workers showe^up^nd t^at the poll 
onened on tim^The^ volunteer?; th'en called *thTRoa^rd with a rennrt nfi^nt+ rtaffir


