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B THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
No. 183

Approved  March 6, 1953

Wher €4ad$, the Providence Redevelopment Agency pursuant to the
provisions of Article 5 of the "Slum Clearance and Redevelopment Act, " constituting Chapter
257l of the Public Laws of 1950 of the State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations,
has formulated and submitted on Jamary 15 , 1953 a Tentative Plan for a project area within
Redevelopment Area D=2 designated by the City Council on July 6, 1948, Chapter 103 of the
Ordinances of the City of Providence under the provisions of Section 22 of the Community
redevelopment act, Chapter 1802 of the Public Laws of 1946 as amended, and

WHEREAS, a copy of said Tentative Plan was transmitted to the City
Plan Commission on Jamuvary 1L, 1953, and said Commission reported to the City Council on
February 3, 1953 that said Tentative Plan is in conformity with the master or general plan
of the City of Providence, and

WHEREAS, detailed inspections of 97 of the 115 occupied dwelling units
within said Project Area made‘ by inspectors of the Providence Department of Health using
survey methgds adopted and recommended by the United States Public Health Service indicate
that 95% ofi' the dwelling units inspeeted have serious deterioration, 78% have no central
heating, 53% have no inside hot water, 42% have considerable daylight obstruction, 20% have

~ seriously inadequate room facilities, 18% have no private bath, 18% have no bath available R
14% have serious overcrowding, 8% have no private or adequate toilet, and 2% have no dual
egress, and

WHEREAS, the same survey shows that 86% of the dwelling units surveyed
are considered inadequate because of insufficient dwelling facilities, deterioration, or
obsoiescent, hazardous or insanitary conditions, and

WHEREAS, said survey also indicates that 95% of the project areal's
dwelling units have one or more basic deficiencies s and 9% of the ‘dwelling units have three
or more major deficiencies, and

WHEREAS, the Insurance Maps of Providence, Rhode Island, Volume I,

published by the Sanborn Map Company, reveal that more than 60% of t.he structures containing
dwelling units are of predominantly wooden construction three stories or over in height, and

+that nearly all the buildings are less than 12 feet away from other major buildings, and
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STATE OF RHODE !SLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
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Whereas, it is reported by the Providence Redevelopmenf Agency
that all 37 of the lots occupied by dwellings within said Project Area are below the 5,000
square foot minimm for new construction established in the Providence Zoning Ordinance, and

WHEREAS, it is reporied by the Providence Redevelopment Agency that
one-third of the residential structures in said project area also contain stores or other
non-residential uses, and

WHEREAS, the records of the Providence Health Department and State
Health Department indicate that the incidence of venereal disease, tuberculosis and illegiti-
mate births is proportionately higher in the area bounded by Blackstone, Plain, and Bogman
Streets and Prairie Avenue, of which said Project Area is a part, than for the city as a
whole, and

WHEREAS, the records of the Providence Department of Public Welfare
and the Rhode Island Department of Social Welfare indicate that the incidence of aid to
dependent children cases and training school admissions is disproportionately high in the
said area of which said Project Area is a part,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED,
(1) That redevelopment of the Project Area Described in the Tentative Plan submitted by
the Providence Redevelopment Agency on January 15, 1953 be and hereby is determined to be
in the public interest and would tend to effectuate the purposes and poliey of said Slum
Clearance and Redevelopment Act; and that it be and hereby is determined that said Project
Area is an approved redevelopment project area and shall be known as the Willard Center
Unit One Project Area and shall be numbered D2-Ale
(2) Tat it be and hereby is determined that said Willard Center Unit One Project Area
D2-Al comprises that certain tract of land situated in the Cify of Providence and State of
Rhode Island, which is bounded and described as follows: |

Beginning at the northeasterly corner of the tract herein described, said corner being

the intersection of the center lines of Blackstone and Gay Streets 3 thence running approxi-

mately §-9°-00' E, along the center line of Gay Street, a distance of 36100 feet, more or

less, to an angle in the said center line of Gay Streets;
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i b
I

thence turning in a clockwise direction an exterior angle of 173°-23!, more or less, and
running approximately S-15°-37! E, along the said center line of Gay Street, a distance of
19400 feet, more or less, to the intersection of the said center line of Gay Street with
the northeasterly extension of the northerly line of Willard Avemue;

thence turning in a counter clockwise direction an interior angle of 102°--381 s more or
less, and running approximately S=61%-)5 1 W, along the said northerly line of Willard Ave=
nue and the said extension thereof, a distance of 36015 feet, more or less, to an angle in
the said northerly line of Willard Avenuej |

thence turning in a counter clockwise direction an interior angle of 163°=45', more or less,
and running approximately Se78%=-00'W, along the said northerly line of Willard Avenue, a
distance of 376060 feet, more or less, to the southeasterly corner of land now or lately

of Mae Katz;

thence turn_ing in a counter clockwise direction an interior angle of 90°-00!, more or less,
and running approximately N=120-00 W, along the line bounded westerly by land now or lately
of said Mae Katz and easterly by land now or lately of Clara Shuster, a distance of 95.101
feet, more or less, to the southerly line of land now or lately of Bessie Goodman; |
thence turning in a clockwise direction an exterior angle of 82°-h5 ', more or less, and
running approximately S«70%-151 W, along the line bounded northerly by land now or lately
of said Bessie Goodman and southerly by land now or lately of said Mae Katz, a distance of
9 feet, more oi' lessy to the southeasterly corner of land now or lately of Agnes Carr et al;
thence turning in a counter clockwise direction an interidr angle of 82°-45t, more or less,
and running approximately N~120-00' ¥, along the line bounded westerly by lands now or
lately of said Agnes Carr et al and easterly by land now or lately of said Bessie Goodman

a distance of 110402 feet, more or less, to the southerly line of Robinson Street;

thence turning in a counter clockwise direction an interior angle of 90°~00%, more or less,
and running approximately N-78%~00'E, along the .said southerly line of Robinson Street, a
distance of 23 feet, more or less, to the intersection of the said southerly line of Robine
son Street with the southerly extension of the line bounded westerly by land now or lately

of Minnie Gursky and easterly by land now or lately of Gertrude L. Newman;
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- - THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
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cohereas
then;e turning in a clockwise direction an exterior angle of 909-00!, more or less, and
running approximately N=120-00' ¥, along the said line-bounded westerly by land now or lately
of said Minnie Gursky and easterly by land now or lately of said Gertrude L. Newman, a
distance of 90,00 feet, more or less, to the southeasterly corner of land now or lately of
Anna Harriganj
thence continuing approximately N=12°=00' W, along the line bounded westerly by land now
or lately of said Anna Harrigan and easterly by lgnd now or lately of said Gertrude L. Newman,
a distance of 20480 feet, more or less, to the southerly line of land now or lately of |
Francesco Aquino and Rosina Aquinoj
thence turning in a counter clockwise direction an interior angle of 714°=30¢, more or less,
and running approximately S-86°-30f E, along the line bounded northerly by land now or
lately of said Francesco Aquino and Rosina Aquino and southerly by land now or lately of
said Gertrude L. Newman, a distance of 9 feet, more or less, to the southwest corner of land
now or lately of Mamuel S. Texiera;
thence turning in a clockwise direction an exterior angle of 90°-30', more or less, and run-
ning approximately N-}4°-00!' E, along the line bounded westerly by land now or lately of said
Francesco AqQuino and Rosina Aquino and easterly by land now or lately of said Manuel Se
Texiera, and along the northerly extension of the said line, a distance of T6eli5 feét, nore
or less, to the center line of Blackstone Street;
thence turning in a counter clockwise direction an interior angle of 909=-00', more or less,
and running approximately S~869=-00! E, along the said center line of Blackstone Street, a
distance of 27450 feet, more or less, to an angle in the said center line of Blackstone Street;
thence turning in a clockwise direction an exterior angle of 1670-00!', more or less, and
runnipg approximately N-81°-00' E, along the said center line of Blackstone Street, a distance
of 358420 feet, more or less, to the intersection of the center lines of Blackstone and Gay

Streets, at the point and place of beginning,
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| Wheress;

The within described tract may be otherwise described as being all of lots 58lL, 162,

166, 167, 168, 169, h25, 468, 171, 762, 172, 85, 31k, 790, 170, 173, 60L, 17k, 175, 176,
177, 178, 263, 26k, 265, 266, 267, 268, 1h2, 269, 270, 271, 272, 213, 27k, 215, 216, 271,

278, 279, 280, 281, and 282 on the City of Providence Assessor's Plat No. L5, dated

December 31, 1951, together with those portions of Blackstone Street, Gay Street and Robin=-

son Street as contained within the project area boundary line hereinbefore describeds

'

%
(3) That it be and hereby is found and determined in relation to ¥illard Center Unit Ong .

Project Area D2-Al on the basis of the facts set forth in the reports and documents mentioned

in the Preamble of this Resolution:

(a) That within the Willard Center Unit One Project Area D2-Al:

(i) 95% of the dwelling units
(ii) 78% of the dwelling units
(411) . 53% of the dwelling units
(iv) 422 of the dwelling units

(v) 20% of the dwelling units
facilities;

(vi) 18% of the dwelling units

(vii) 18% of the awelling units

surveyed have
surveyed have
surveyed have
surveyed have

surveyed have

surveyed have

surveyed have

serious deterioration;

no central heating;

no inside hot water;

considerable daylight obstruction;

seriously inadequate room

no private bath;

no bath available;

(viii) 1U4% of the dwelling units surveyed are seriously overcrowded;

(ix) 8% of the dwellihg units surveyed have no private or adequate toilet;

(x) 2% of the dwelling units surveyed have no dual egress;

(xi) 86% of the dwelling units surveyed are inadequate because of insufficient
dwelling facilities, deterioration, or obsolescent, hazardous or insanitary

conditions;

(xii) 95% of the dwelling units surveyed have one or more major deficiencies,
and 9% of the project area's dwelling units have three or more basic

deficienciess

(xiii) More than 60% of the structures containing dwelling units are of pre=-
dominantly wooden construction three stories or over in height and the
narrow passageways between the buildings constitute serious fire hazards;

(xiv) One-third of the residential structures also contain stores or other none
residential uses resulting in close intemixture of ‘business and industry

and housing;
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i(l:J) That within the area bounded by Blackstone, Plain, and Bogman Streets and Prairie

Avenue of which said Project Area is a parts:- .

(1) The incidence of venereal disease, tuberculosis and illegitimate birth
cases is proportionately higher than in the city as a whole;

(ii) The incidence of training school admissions and aid to dependent children
cases is disproportionately highj

(L) | That it be and hereby is found and detemined that said facts demonstrate that because
of a predominance of conditions of dilapidation, deterioration, oobsolescence, inadequate
provision for light, sanitation and open spaces between buildings, overcrowding of popula-
tion, insanitary and unsafe character and condition of physical construction, mixed character
of uses which injuriously affect the entire area and constitute a menace to the public health,
safety and welfare of the inhabitants of the area and of the cmmunitj' generally, said
Project Area is a slum=blighted area within the meaning of Sections 2 (A4) and 7 (&) of the
¥Slun Clearance and Redevelopment Act" of 1950 and that said Willard Center Unit One Proj-
ect Area mmbered D2-Al is hereby detemined to be a slum~blighted areae
(5) That the following constitutes the approved Tentative Plan for the Redevelopment of
Willard Center Unit One Project Area, D2-Al:

(2) IOCATION AND DESCRIPTION OF BOUNDARIES

The #llard Center Unit One Project Area is located in Upper South Providence.
A legal description of the boundaries of the Project Area is included in Section (2) of
this Resolutiong

(b) DESCRIPTION OF CONDITIONS EXISTLNG IN AND IN THE VICINITY OF THE PROJECT ARKA

That part of the Tentative Plan describing the condition of housing and social
conditions is set forth in the Preamble and Section 3 of this Resolutione Approximately
390 l?eople occupy 115 dwelling units in the Project Areas 88% of the lots are occupied by
the Wl structures containing these dwelling units, most of which have been individually
classified as inadequate on account of major defects and serious deterioration. Fifteen
»of the Ll buildings containing dwelling units are partially occupied by commercial concernse
Social data on the larger blighted area bounded by Blackstone Street, Plain Street, Bogman
Street and Prairie Avenue, of which the Project Area is a typical part, reflect the severe
social pressures placed upon many of these people, particularly the children, living in an

area of poor housinge

o
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xoWrereasy

The land varies from about 56 feet above mean sea level at the cornsr of Blacke
stone and Gay Streets to about 72 feet along-its western boundarye

About 75% of the dwelling units in this vicinity of Willard Cenber were built
before 1900, and almost all of the remaining units between 1900 ahd 1920s In this vicinity,
as bounded above, average monthly contract rentals for dwelling units increased only $1l.09
from. 1940 to 1950 compared with a citywide increase of $2.67 for the same pericde Since
1945, assessed land values in this area have decreased 11% while the value of land within
the city generally held virtually even. The character of the commercial and industrial ine
vestments within this area has been such as to discourage any further residential investment
for either new construction or remodelinge

(¢) REASONS FOR SELECTION OF WILIARD CENTER UNLT ONE AS A PROJECT AREA

Redevelopment of the Willard Center Unit One Area is to be undertaken at this
time for the following reasons:

(i) The Removal of Blighted Conditions

The conditions described in the Preamble and Section 3 of this Resolution
demonstrate that the Project Area is severely blightede

(i1) The Scheduling of Other Public Improvements

The City's Capital Improvement Program schedules the construction of an

elementary school for Upper South Providence within the next few years. Bonds for finance
ing the construction of this school were approved by referendum in 19506

' Redevelopment of the Willard Uenter Unit One Project Area with an element=
ary school will pemit the eventual provision of adequate recreation facilities for the

school, since existing blight that must be cleared covers a larger area than is contained

in the projecte Since only the minimum space demands for these uses can be met in such a

densely built up area as South Providence, these public improvements are feasible only if
consclidated in one locationes The opportunity is present in Willard Center to replace

blight by, first, an elementary school, and then by these other well-integrated improvements
around ite

(e
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(i1i) ‘The Improvement of Adjacent Housing Areas

It is expected that the removal of substandard housing and blighte
producing non-residential uses from the Willard Center Area as a whole and the provision
of school and recreation facilities will stimulat'e’ a general improvement of housing condie
tions in areas adjacent to Willard Centers The recovery of real estate values and the ine
vestment of funds by private owners for improvements on their property will thereby be
promoteds In addition, as a later project, redevelopment can provide an opportunity for
new shopping facilities to be replaced by those now inadequates This should further en-
courage people to remain in South Providence and to improve their propertiese

(d) GENERAL STATEMENT OF REDEVELOBMENT PROPOSALS

The redevelopment plan shall provide for the elimination of the blighted housing
within the Project Area and shall provide for the acquisition of lands, buildings or ime
provements necessary to assure the proper clearance and redevelopment of the entire area

and to prevent the spread or recurrence of conditions of blight thereby protecting the

health, safety and welfare of the inhabitants of the City of Providencee
An ellenentary school and recreational open space are to be the re-uses of the
cleared sites in the Project Areae
There shall be no resident population in the Project Area after complete redee
velopmente
(e) CONFORMITY OF REDEVELOPMENT PROPOSALS TO THE MSTER PLAN

The following principal features of the master or general plan apply to this
Project Area:
The Project Area is within Redevelopment Area D2 defined by the City Plan Come

mission in the Master Plan for Redevelopment of Residential Areas adopted by the City Plan

Commission November-25, 1946.
The school re-use herein proposed for the Project Area is in confommance with the

Master Plan for Public School Sites approved by the City Plan Commission October 18, 1949.
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(f£) FINANCIAL FEASIBILITY OF THE TENTATLVE PLAN

The expenditures for property acquisition, street improvements, demolition of
structures, regrading, and other project development activities to accdmplish the purpose
of slum clearance and redevelopment have been estimated at $385,000, These expenditures
will exceed the amount the City of Providence would be able to pay for the improved sites
The fair re-use value to the City of Providence of the site which could be made available
has Been estimated at §70,000.

The difference between the total gross cost of undertaking the project and the

fair re-use value is the cost of redevelopmentes This project appears to be eligible for

the Federal assistance needed to enable the City of Providence to finance redevelopmente
Under the provisions of the Housing Act of 1949, two~thirds of the estimated cost of rede-
velopment of this Project Area could be covered by a Federal Grante The balance would be
the net redevelopment cost to the Uity of Providence.

This total cost of redevelopment and the net redevelopment cost to the City to

be financed out of the authorized Redevelopment Revolving Fund will be preéised in the

redevelopment plane

(g) HOW PURPOSES OF THE SIUM CLEARANCE AND REDEVELOPMENT ACT OF 1950 WOULD BE
ATTAINED BY TH¥ PROPOSED REDEVELORMENT OF THE PROJECT AREA

Article 2 Section L of said "Slum Clearance and Redevelopment Act® of 1950
declares that "The purposes of this Act dre ¢ o« « to eliminate and redevelop slum-blighted
areas o « o in the manner and by the means provided in this Act, thereby to carry out the
policy of this State « ¢ « to pz;otect and promote the health, safety and welfare of the
people of the State o o o
(6) That it be and hereby is determined that it is necessary that the blighted conditions
be eliminated and said Project Area be redeveloped in accordance with the approved tentative
Plan to attain the purposes of the Slum Clearance and Redevelopment Act, and
(7) That the Providence Redevelopment Agency be and hereby is directed to prepare and
submit a redevelopment plan for said Project Area based upon the approved tentative plan,

and
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(8) Lhat the City Clerk be and hereby is authorized and directed to transmit a copy of
this Resolution to the Redevelopment Agency and to the ‘Inspector of Buildings Department,
and
(9) That the City Clerk be and hereby is authorized and directed to file in the Registry
of Deeds of the City of Providence a description of the land within the Project Area and
a sta‘tement that proceedings for the redevelopment of said Project Area have been instituted

under the "Slum Clearance and Redevelopment Act® of 1950,

(10) That this Resolution shall take effect immediatelye

APPROVED

IN CITY COURCIL MAR € 1953
_ MAR 5- 1953 Mé N
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TENTATIVE PLAN

JJANUARY 1 9 5 3

WILLARD CENTER

UNIT ONE

PROJECT AREA D2-Al

PROVIDENCE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY
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CHESTER R. MARTIN. CRAIRMAN DonNALD M., GRAHAM

ALBERT HARKNESS, VICE CHAIRMAN JDLKEOB X I E RMGOKE
EDMUND M. MAURO ey EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
CHARLES R, Wooo
MORRIS 5. WALDMAN SECRETARY

PROVIDENCE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY
CiTYy HALL, PROVIDENCE 3, RHODE IsSLAND

December 18, 1952

The Honorable Clty Council
City of Providence

City Hall

Providence 3, Rhode Island

Gentlemens

The Providence Redevelopment Agency submits herewith the Tenw
tative Plan for Willard Center Unit Oney Project Area D2=Ale It is one
of a series of redevelepment projects designed to help stabilize residenw
tial values in South Providence and to improve that neighborhood as a
place to live by replacing unsafe, insanitary dwelling units and other
hazardous conditions by urgently needed community facilitiess

The Project Area is a part of a larger blighted area in the
vieinity of Willard Avenue in which the intemmixture of shops, salvage
yardsy and substandard housing constitutes an enviromment so deteriorate
ed that it must be correcteds The redevelopment project proposed herein
is the first for the Willard Avernue vicinity, and comprises the site
for the proposed South Providence elementary schools In itself, it is
a small area, so that fewer families need to be relocated.at this time,
but it constitutes the first step toward the elmmlnation of blzght in
the Willard Avenue sectione te Wy S

LR "(&m ¥ !

The Redevelopment Agency has found in this Tentative Plan that
the Froject Area is a slum=-blighted area, in accordance with the proviw
sions of Chapter 257L of the Public Laws of Rhode Islandy "The Slum Cleaxw
ance and Redevelopment Act' of 1950, This plan describes .existing con=
ditions that are a menace to the publie health,rsgfety,<and welfare, and
sets forth proposals for the redevelopment of the dreao "Thé Agéncy ™
therefore recommends that the City Council approve ‘this Tentative- Plan
and direct the Agency to prepare a Redevelopment:Flan.forgthe, fToJect
Arecas

The cooperation of many individuals and many public and private
agencles too mmerous to mention has made this plan possibles The Agency
REFERRED TO . E E.B__LJSEB_.

owes to each of them an expression of appreciatione
For FPupiie HEA ,> : |
. 'OE‘FKYY13§ ¥ CHESTER Re MARTIN

Wii RDER CHAIRMAN
CRM samt ) REDEVELORMENT AGENCY

CLERK

IN CITY COUNCIL Respectfully submit
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MEZIORATIDUA

T0: Hrs De Everett Whelﬂn, City Clerk
FRO1: Hre Donald He Grahsm, Executive Birector, Redevelopment Ageney
DATE: Jamary 12, 1953

SUBJECT: RECOMLITIDED SCHEDULE OF AGTIONS TCJARD AFPROVAL BY CITY COUINCIL
OF TENTATIVE PLAN FOR WILIARD CENTER UNIT ONE, PROJECT ARFA D2«A)

Jamary 15, 1953 Tentative Plan Report from Redeveloment Agenoy
referred by City Council to Thursday, February
55 1953, at 83100 otclock B (EST) for Publie
Hearing with notice required by Slum Clearanco
and Redeveloment Aot of 1950,

City Clex: then places Notise of Pgblic Hoaring
in Journal and Bulletin on three successive
Hondays; damary 19, January 26, and Febroary
25 1953+ (7o be paid for by Agency)

Pebruary 5, 1953 - Publie Hearing by full City Council. Consides
report of City Plan Conmission, Considor resomne-
nendations of Redevelopment Agemey. Tako sush
other evidonze and testimony as ahall bo presentcds

Councdl refers Tentative Plan ard Report of Plan
Cammission %o Comittoe on Ordinancese

(The Agensy will furnish draft resolution and
lezal doseription of project boundaries to Ordie
narnce Connittes.)

Fobruary 19, 1953 or  Ordinance Cordt4oo presents Resolution Approving
Harch 5, 1953 the Tentative Plan for Willard Center Untt Ons
Project Area D2~A1 with adoption recommended,

The Clty Clexk will then transnit copies of the
approved resolution to the Redevelomment Agency and the Building Inspeetors

\
CXECUTIVE DIRTCTOR
PROVIDENCE REDEVELORIENT AGEITY



CHEsTER R. MARTIN,

"ALBERT HA'RKNEss. VicE CHAIRMAN

EDMUND M. Mauro
TIMOTHY A, PURCELL

MORRIS S. WALDMAN

CHAIRMAN

oy Sy
s

PROVIDENCE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY
CiTY HALL, PROVIDENCE 3, RHODE IsLAND

Jamaary 13, 1953

Mre De Everett Whelan, City Clerk
City of Providence

City Hall

Providence 3, Rhode Island

Dear Mr, Whelans

The Providence Redevelopment Agency transmits here=
with thirty (30) copies of the "Tentative Plan for Willard
Center Unit One, Project Area D2-Al," This is the report
which the Agency is submitting to the City Council at the reguw
lar City Council meeting Thursday, January 15, 1953

In accordance with Section 29 of the "Slum Clearance
and Redevelopment Act - Chapter 257k, Public Laws of 1950,"
the Redevelopment Agency is also transmitting ten (10) copies
of this tentative plan to the City Plan Commission. A copy
of the letter from the Providence Redevelopment Agency to the
City Flan Commission is encloseds

CHESTER Re. MARTIN, CHAIRMAN
PROVIDENCE REDEVELOPMENT AGENCY

CRM samt

Enclosures

DonaALD M. GRAHAM
DR EX EB X VKB TN R
XUHHKE ExecuTIVE DIRECTOR

CHARLES R, Woob

TN

\
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TENTATIVE PLAN
FOR
WILLARD CENTER UNIT ONE
PROJECT AREA D2-Al

LOCATION MAP
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PART I

LOCATION OF PROJECT AREA AND DESIGNATION A4S A BLIGHTED AREA
Project Area D2wAl

[ L] [} . L] [ [ 4 . [ 4 [ E ] [ ] L4 * L4 L] | [

The Willard Center Unit One Project irea is located in South Providence,
about one mile south of the Providence Central business districte Map 1
shows the project area locations Comprising some four acres of land, the
project area lies between Blackstone Street and Willard Avenue and includes
the eastern half, approximately, of the blocks bounded by Prairie Avenue on
the west and Gay Street on the easte

analysis and surveys made by the Redevelopment Lgency demonstrate that
the Willard Center Unit One Project ..rea is in an area of crowded—substandard
homes, deteriorating shops, and hazardous salvage yardse It is a Slume
blighted area within the meaning of "The Slum Clearance and Redevelopment
Let"of 1950,

Previous to the work of the Redevelopment .gencyy, the City Plan Commis-
sion analyzed existing physical; social and econemic conditions in the resie
dential sections of the city. Seventeen areas in which blighting conditions
predominated were defined as areas in need of redevelopment in The Master
Plan for Redevelorment of Residential ireas, (1946)e South Providence oot
tains one of these areasy

On July 6, 1948, the City Council concurred in these findings by the
Plan Cemmission of a preponderance of blight, and officially designated
these seventeen areas as Redevelopment ireas (Chapter 103 of the Ordinances
of the City of Providence, 1948)s The Willard Center Unit One Project irea
is within Redevelopment Area D2e

The conditions found to exist in the project area and its surroundings
are described in the following sectionss



PART 1I

CONDITIONS EXISTING IN THE PROJECT /REd
Project Aroca D2-Al
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Within the 3.85 acres of land which comprise the Willard Center Unit
One Project irea, approximately 118 famllies, or 390 people, live an
arca characterized by unsafe, insanitaryj and overcrowded conditionss
Dwellings in the aréa are predominately inadequates They are crowded tow
gether on the land, adverscly affected by the lack of open spaces and play
areasy and by the hazardous and insanitary conditions of nearby noneresidens
tial activitiese

EXISTING LAND USE $ . . . . . » . . . . ® . o

The Willard Conter Unit One Project irca is a predominatcly residential
area with an encroacanent of commercial uscs along Willard Avenue and Gay
Streete These businesses are located for the most part on the ground floors
of deteriorated frame residential structuress Fifteen of the LL buildings
containing dwelling units in the area are partially occupied by commercial
concernse In spite of there being 13 business establishments and 7 vacant
stores in the Area, therec are only 6 campletely commercial structuress

T..BLE 1: LAND USE .ND OCCUP.NCY CHAR.CTERISTICS

Net irca Structures .issessorl!s Lots
land Use . iceres Pereent  Number Percent  Number Percent
Residential 1636  L347 29 5040 22 51a2
Mixed Rese and Non-Rese 119 38e3 15 2569 15 3Le9
Luxiliary - - 7 12,1 - -
Supporting Facilities 0011 3s6 1 1o7 1 203

T0T..L. RESIDENTLLL 2:66 8546 52 8947 38 88a
Commercial 0e 20 6ol 6 1063 2 LeT
Industrial - - - - -

TOTAL NON=-RESIDENTILL 0,20 bals 6 1003 2 LeT
Total Open Land 0425 840 - - 3 6e9
PROJECT NET TOT.L 3611 10040 58 10040 43 10000

The project area ranges in elevation from about 56 feet above mean sea
level at the corner of Blackstone and Gay Strects to about 72 feet along its
western boundarye
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NON=RESTDENTL.L CHAR.CTERISTICS & b o o o o & o o o o

There ars 7 retail establishlments in the project areat one liquor
store, one fuel and appliance store, and five selling groceries, meaty and
poultryé Some poultry iSASIaughtered on the premisess The other establishe
ments inelude three contractors, a tire shop, a grocery wholesaler, and an
industrial cleaning supply firme

~ In December 1952 7 btores, or onc~third of the 21 store spaces in the
arca were vacants Nine of the 13 operating business establishments were
found to be owner-dcdupantse Of thao 21 structures in the project area cone
taining non=residential usesy; 1 is in "good" conditiong 6 are in "fair! conre
dition, and 1l are in "poor" condition, according to field estimatess
Eighteen of these structures are entirely of wood frame construction, and
the remainder have frame construction in some portion of their exterior
wallse Of the 6 strudtures in wholly non-residential use; nhone appear to
be in "good" conditibn; 3 appear in "fair! condition, and 3 in "poor" cone
diti Oy

RESIDENTIAL USE CHARACTERISTICS LND SUPPORTING FLCILITIES & o o o

More than 60 per cent of the Ll residential structures arc of wooden
construction three stories or over in heighte Nearly 80 per cent of the
project areals dwellings are containcd in such structurese One~third of the
project areats residential structures also contain stores or other nonw
resldential usess about one~third of the areats dwelling units are in these
mixed-use structureses

The South Providence Hebrew Congregation synagogue on Willard .venue
is within the projcct arcas ’

OVERCROWDING ON THE LMD & o & o o o o o o s T

w1l 37 of the lots in the area occupicd by dwellings are below the
city's 5,000 square foot minimum standard for new construction, while aboutb
90 per cent of these lots have less yard area around their buildings than
the minimum standard applicable to new developmente Nearly all the builde
ings are less than 12 feet away from other major buildingss Almost onewhalf
of all dwelling units surveyed werc found to be in structures having conw
siderable daylight obstruction because walls of adjacent structures blocked
the venting of air and sunlight through windowss '

CONDITIONS OF OCCUPLNCY AND OVERCROWDING IN DWELLINGS o & o o o

Only 13 per cent of the dwelling units in the project arca are owncre
occupiedy as compared with about 30 per cent for the City of Providence as
a whole and 15 per cent for all substandard units in the City as reported
in the Us Se Census of Housing, 1950¢ The owners live in 30 per cent of
the residential and combined-use structures in the project arcae

Thirty-iwo per cent of the dwelling units were found to be occupicd by
non-white families at the time of the Housing Quality Survey in 1950=1951e

Fourteen per cent of the dwellings in the project arca are scriously
overcrowdeds They house an excessive numbor of persons in rclation to the
number of total rooms and sleeping rooms avoilable and are cheractorized by
deficiencies in floor space in living arcas and in space available in slecpm
ing roomse Doubling of basic familics occurs in three dwelling unitse
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DWELLING CONDITIONS & & o & & o & & o & o s o

| {

The quality of the dwellings which house the project areatls 118 families
was evaluated by a careful survey based upon the :american Public Health
Lissociation's widely recognized method for measuring the quality of housings
Field inspections were made by housing inspectors of the Providence Health
Departmentse

Nearly 8L per cent of the dwelling units in the project area are of
quality grade C or belows These units are INADEQUATE because of deteriorated
and insanitary conditions and obsolescent dwelling equipmente Some L8 per
cent of thc units are of quality grade D or below and are so inadequate as
to be SUBLTANDLRD, being characterized Tb'extreme deterioration and condi~
tions espccially hazardous to health, while 1L per cent of the project area's
dwelling units representing the POORIST DWELIINGS, are of quality grade E
and are characterized by serious, wide~spread, and multiple deficiencies in
facilities and maintenances

The following typical group of deficiencies would characterize a grade
E dwellings extreme deterioration in both the structure and the unit, the
lack of adecrats stairs and fire escapes. no bath available, no inside hot
water, no wash basin, lack of dual egress from a third floor location, mno
central heating, lack of adequate living space and sleeping area, and hazarde
ous space heaters or electric wirings

4 dwelling which is grade C would have such a typical group of deficienw
cles as a shared toilet and bath located outside the dwelling unity no wash
basin, insufficirut living space and sleeping areay inadequate room siges,
and obstruction of sunlight and airs

- Thirty-four per cent of the dwelling units have two or more major sube
standard conditionss Only 5 per cent of the project areal!s dwelling units
have no major deficienciess : ’ '

Major physical defects such as lack of available bath, lack of dual
egress anc serious deterioration cannot be cured cxcept by structural changes
50 basic and costly as to be out of keceping with the worth of the structuresy
In many cases there are secondary conditions such as small room sizes and
obstruction of light by adjacent structures which are difficult or imposgie
ble to remedy without rebuildinge But it is the combination of basically
substandard conditions rather than individual deficiencies alone that view
lates the fundamentals of decent livinge The shared toiletsy, the lack of
repair and the room orowding which have becn of chief concern in the past
arc basic and necessary indices, but othcr deficiencies are also measures
of substandard housinge Iack of piped hot water and wash basins impose a
serious and constant cbstacle to housekecping and personal cleanliness;
lack of central heating is a good index of obsolescent buildings; and obes
:Eructign of windows by other buildings is good evidence of overcrowding of

e land, :

-

# This method has been used since 194k in many other cities including New
Haven, Cambridge, Portland (Maine), St. louis, Miami, Atlanta, Minneapolis,
Battle Creek, Los angeles, Syracusey Philadelphia, and Washington (DeCe),
and is now cndorsed and directed by the UsSe Public Health Services-
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DWELLING CONDITIONS
Project irea D2=i1

» L] [ 4

2 % grade A
12 % grade B
38 % grade C
33 % grade D
1 4 grade E

excellent

acceptable

intemediate )

substandard ) inadequate
slum

95 % one or more major deficiencics
3L % two or morc major deficiencics
9 % three or more major deficiencics

78 % considerable lack of facilities
29 9 serious lack of facilities
6 ¢ extreme lack of facilities
97 % considerable deterioration
95 4 secrious deterioration
83 % extreme deterioration
31 % considerably insanitary conditions
8 % seriously insanitary conditions
58 % considerably inadequate room facilities
20 % seriously inadequatc roem facilities
[ [ J [ ) L] L) L] ] . . . ® o

OTHER SELECTED DEFICIENCIES

78 % have
53 % have
L2 % have
18 4 have
18 % have
1 have
have
have

r» oo
BN

no cenviral heating

no inside hot water

considerabie daylight obstruction
no private bath

no bath available

scrious overcrowding

no private or adequate toilets

no dual egress
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CONDITIONS EXISTING IN THE VICINITY OF THE PROJECT
Project irca D2-Al

[ 4 [ ] ¢ L] [} ] L * * [ [} [] [} » . L [ 4

4 four acre plot of ground such as constitutes the Willard Center Unit
One Project area cannot be isolated from its surroundings in measuxing the
effect of existing conditions on the people living in ite It is also imporw
tant to investigate conditions beyond its limitse

ENV IROIME NTAL C&U.‘LLITY L} [ ] [ [ 4 ¢ . [ . . [ [ » [}

The quality of the ncighborhood envirorment was carefully evaluated by
block frontagcs through the use of imerican Public Health Association
methodss '

The neighborhood enviromment in the project arca is inadequate, chiefly
because of the intrusion of undesirable commercial and industrial uscs *o a
predominatcly residential area. The increasing inadequacy of envirommen'
has provided the arcat's home owncrs little encouragement to improve their
properties or to resist the continual overcrowding of land and the physical
deterioration which has ultimately placed their homes and their neighborhood
beyond the poini of economically feasible rehabilitations

The impact of cnvirommental deficiencies on the project arcal!s housew
holds can be seen from the fact that all of the arcals dwellings are on
frontages rating quality grade C or belows ibout 16 per cent of the areats
dwellings arc located along block frontages which are rated as quality grade
D or belowe In other words, thc dwellings in the project area are located
in an enviromment which is INADEQU.LIE for the needs of sound, wholesome
neighborhoodsse

The envirormmecntal inadequacy of the area is determined by the crowding
of buildings on thc land, the lack of minimum unbuilt residential yard
areasy the high incidence of non~residential uses along block frontages and
the existence of many non-residential sources of hazard and nuisance exe
tremely inimical to residential occupancys

THE SOCIAL ENVIROMENT « o o s 5 2 s o o o s« o 4
Evidence of social inadequacy in a larger area of which the project
arca is a typical part is apparent from the rccords of health, welfare and
law onforcement agenciese This larger arecay this social envirorment of the
project arca, which was carcfully defined and studied is bounded by Blacke
stone Streecty Plain Strect, Bogman Street, and Prairie ivenues In this
larger arca over recent periods of time there were proportionately 3¢0 times
és many cases of aid to dependent children in this area as in the city as
a wholej 548 times as many training school admissions; leL times as many old
age assistance casesj 28 times as many genecral public assistance casess
le2 times as many venereal discase casesy le7 times as many tuberculosis
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cases; and Le0 times as many illcgitimate births reporteds Scveral of these
rates particularly reflect the severe social pressures placed upon children
living in an arca of poor housinge Most of these indices refleoct the end
result of a particular type of social disorganization; no single index or
group of indices will yield a complete and accurate picture of social condi-
tions in the areas The measures of inadequacy used here have been reviewed
by a committee of the Council of Community Serviccs charged with appraisal
of indices used to evaluate social breakdown in small areas of the ecity}
such data arc rcgarded as indicative of advanced social disorganizatione

The impact which the poor housing conditions of the areca may have upen
its social enviromment is indicated by the coincidence of these measures of
social inadequacy with the degrce to which the areats dwelling and ncighbore
hood envirorment are substandards These dwellings, it must be remcmbered,
are charactcrized by inadequate room and sanitary faciiities, lack of piped
hot water and dual cgress, by deterioration and daylight obstruction,; while
their ncighborhood envirormment shows a gross lack of community facilibicsy
open space and yard arca, being charactcerized by a high incidence of none
residential uses and such attendant miisances and hazards as smokey dusty
noisey and vibration, heavy street traffic and insanitery conditionse

LiND USES IN THE VICINITY OF THE PROJECT o & o o o o o o o

Since an area around the Willard Center Unit One Project Lrea is also
blighted, the Redevelopment .gency has studicd both the project area and
its surroundings in details The projoct arca is a part of this larger area
called Willard Center, studled for redecvelopment purposesy bounded by
Prairie iveruc, Blackstone Street, Gay Strect, Willard Avenue, Staniford
Streety Pilgrim Strect, and the rear lot lines of the block between Chester
\venue and Willard Avenue.

This larger Willard Center area is a predominately residential areay
characterized by a complex of incompatible land usess One-fourth of the
residential buildings in the area are partially occupied by industrial or
commercial corcerns. Both sides of Ash Strect along its one~block length
arc occupied by salvage yards, the main concentration of these faciiities
in the State of Rhode Isiande Retail outlets, located for the most part on
the ground fiocors of deteriorated frame residential structuresy; are concenw
trated along both sides of Willard ALvenuey as well as being scattered along
Gay Street and Frairic Avenues '

The 8 scrap yards along Ash Strcct occupy 1,78 acres or about 66 per
cent of ail the non=residential land in this Willard Center arca, Thesc
salvage yards are in good condition for the most parte Their prosperity
has been; however; to the economic and physical disadvantage of the residene
tial area which they have invadede Rapid turnover of waste and SCrap Sufes
plies increases truck trafiic, while storage of these materials adds visibly
to the burden of biight upon the neighborhoods About 66 per cent of the
land covered by this industry is open land intensively used for the storage
and handling of many typcs of salvage materiaise
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Severe fire hazards throughout the arca, considered one of the worst
in the City by the Providence Fire Departmentls Fire Prevention Bureau,
constitute another cbstacle to the suecessful opcration of thesc commers
cial and industrial establishmentse A large portion of the junkyard area
was destroyed by fire on October 1lst and2ndy 1947« A4 number of cindere
block buildings have since becn constructed in the Ash Strect area, but
fire insurance companies have ncverthcless found conditions such as to
necessitate insurance rates so high that many cstablishments cannot afford
theme The Willard Avenue and Prairie Averme commercial frontages are also

‘hazardousy the spaces between the predominately wooden structures ranging

from onc or two feet to eight or ten feet in widtha

The highly congestcd and substantially deteriorated shopping area
centering along Willard Avenue occupies about one-third of the land in the
larger Willard Cgnter Areas These stores along Willard Avenue comprise a
deelining center of shops specialigzing in kosher produciss

The instituticns in the area consist of threcc synagogues, a Negro come
munity center, and a Ukrainian Orthodox Churche The synagoguecs together
with the kosher markets remain a2 focal point for the life of the declining
Jewlsh comnunity and scrve small orthodox congregations, while the Negro
community centcr houses the Trinity of Christ Church in a recreation hall
located above one of the Willard Avenue storcse

TRENDS IN CONSTRUCTION AND ASSESSED VALUATIONS . . ¢ o s @

About 75 per cent of the dwelling units in the vicinity of Willard
Center were built before 1900y and almost all the remaining units between
1900 and 1920s Only about 1 per cent were bullt between 1920 and 1930
None have been constructed during the past twenty years, In many casesy
these older dwellings were not .originally and never have been provided with
facilities now considered necessary for hcalth and safety.

In this vicinity, as bounded by Blackstone, Plain, Rogman Strects and
Prairie ivenue; monthly contract rentals increased on the average from $15¢98
in 1940 to $17607 in 1950, a difference of $1,09 compared with a general
increase of about $2.67 throughout the city over the same periods The
average rents in 1950 were $21,77 and $30,05 respectively in the two census
iraozs (4 and 6) across whose coamon boundary the Willard Center area is

ocatede

Since 1945, total assessed valuations in the larger Willard Center
area have fallen sharply in relation to the city-wide trende ILand values
in this arca decrcased 11 per centy while the value of land within the city
generally held virtuwIly evens By 1950, while building valuations increased
22 per cent throvghout the city as a result of a general reassessmenty builde
ing valuations in this arca increased only 18 per centy The increase for
total valuations in the city was 1l per ccnt, while in the Willard Center areay
the increase was only 10 per cents Since 1950 these differences in valuaw
tion have been substantially the samce This condition reflectsy in party a
fairly extensive demolition of structures in this area during that period =
another indication of econemic decline,
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In an auction of eight parcels of land in the area held in July 1952,
only three parcels were sold at a price above the assessed valuation for
the property, The highest ratio of selling price to valuation was 129,
After some of the purchasers reneged, five of these same parcels were again
up for auctiony, in September 1952, but there were no takerse :

Although the first junkyards intruded upon this residertial area at
about the turn of the century, the bulk of this junkyard investment occurred
after 1920, by which time the residential construction had virtually stoppeds
Almost no new construction compatible with the residential character of the
area has occurred subsequentlys Of the estimated $70,000 worth of new cone
struction evidenced by a detailed examination of assessment records .coverw
ing the past 15 years, about $50,000 has been heavy commercial and industrial
replacement of fire losses experienced in the junkyard conflagration of 19L7e
The remaining $20,000 comprises a scattering of minor commercial investments
throughout the areas The character of this latter activity has been such as
to discourage any further residential investment for either new construction
and remodeling,

This analysis of conditions beyond the limits of the Willard Center
Unit One Project Area suggests the need for subsequent redevelopment action
in the entire Willard Center areae
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RE.SONS FOR SELECTION OF WILL.RD CENTER UNIT ONE 4S A PROJECT LRE.
Project iirea D2-il
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The Willard Center Unit One Project irea was selected for immediate
redevelopment because it provides a feasible site for an elementary school
scheduled for early constructions It serves as a first step in a longe
range effort to redevelop all of the Willard Center areas

THE REMOV..L OF BLIGHTED CONDITIONS o o « o ¢ s o o o

Selection of the larger Willard Center irea for redevelopment action
is based primarily on the fact that it contains (1) some of the poorest
housing in South Providence, and (2) junkyards and deteriorated stores. ~
hazards and nuisances which contribute heavily to the deterioration of the
Willard Center neighborhoods This blight has been forcing people away from
South Providence and has caused a great decline in property values in the
neighborhoods ,

Complete redevelorment of the Willard Center area will go far toward
arresting this decline, preventing the occurrence of substandard housing
oconditions in adjacent areas; and providing for the rcmoval of deficiencies
of the enviromment which are now encouraging the spread of blight in South
Providences The blighteproducing concentration of salvage yardsy, and the
incompatible mixture of insanitary shops and poor housing must be removed
and replaced by the community facilities and public uses necessary if a
sound residential neighborhood is to be maintaineds

THE SCHEDULING OF OTHER PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS W+ &« o s o o o @

The City's Capital Improvement Program schedules the construction of
an elementary school for Upper South Providence within the next few yearse
Bonds for financing the construction of this school were approved by
referendum in 1950, The Plan Commission and the School Committee have in-
dicated that the project area offers a suitable location for such a schools

Redevelopment of the Willard Center Upit One Project area with an
elementary school will permit the eventual provision of adequate recreation
facilities for the school, since existing blight that must be cleared covers
a larger arca than is contained in the projccte Since only the minimum
space demands for these uses can be mct in such a densely built up arca as
South Providence, these public improvaments are feasible only if consolidated
in one locatione. The opportunity is present in Willard Center to replace
blight by, first, and elementary school, and then by these other well
integrated improvements around ite
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THE IMPROVEMENT OF ADJLCENT HOUSING LRELS e &« o s e ¢ o &

It is expectcd that the removal of substandard housing and blighte
producing non-residential uses from the Willard Center area as a whole and
the provision of school and recreation facilities will stimulate a general
improvement of housing conditions in arcas adjacent to Willard Centers
The recovery of real estate values and the investment of funds by private
owners for improvements on their propcrty will thereby be promotede In addie
tion, as a later project, rcdevelopment can provide an opportunity for new
shopping facilities to be replaced by those now inadequates This should
further encouragc people to remain in South Providencc and to improve their
propertiess
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GENERAL STATEMENT OF REDEVELORMENT PROPOSALS
AND CONFORIITY TO MASTER PLAN
Project Area D2=-il
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The sole re-use for the land in the first projectj willard Center Unlt
Oney is for an elementary school andy on the school sipe} a temporary play
spacce A4S land is made available through redevelopment action in adjacent
arcas, sites can be provided for a consolidated playground and playfield
and a modern shopping centers

Within the Willard Center U%iﬁ Onc Project Area, Robinson Street would
be szbandoncd at its eastern end to make way for the schiodl and a temporary
pavement provided bétween Robinson Strect and either Blackstone Street ¢r
Willard Avenues The nccessary adjustments in the utilities in Robinson
Strect would be madc so that the propertics facing that street west of the
projeet arca would continue to be serveds

There would be no resident population in the project arca aftcr redew
velopments  The school struciture will be designed to conform to all builde
ing regulations.

The proposal for the project arca conforms to the master plan for
Providences in clementary school for this scction has retained "Priority 2t
in the Mastcr Plan for Public School Sitesy (1950) and is rccommended for
construction as soon as possible over eleven other school site proposalse
Bonding authority for land acquisition and construction was approved by
referendum in 1950 and by the Gencral Assembly, and expenditures are pro
posed for 1953-1955 by the Capital Improvement Program 1952-1958e

There is no conflict with the Master Plan for Thorofares, (19L6)e

The Master Plan for Iand Use and Population Distribution, (1946) calls
for a reduction of the overall densities in South Providence and the sube
stantial increase of play facilitics in such residential neighborhoodse It
calls for the abandonment of industrial uses in rcsidential areasy and
therefore the salvage yards in the congested Ash Strect vicinity are eventu-
ally to be relocatedes That Plan also recommends a shopping center in this
part of South Providences Such a shopping center is planned for a later
projccts Following completion of the Mastcr Plan for Playgrounds and Playe
fields, proposals for the subsequent adjacent redevelopment projects Wibh
recreational re-uses will further the objectives of that plane
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THi FEASTBILITY OF REDEVELORIENT PROPCS..
Project area D27A1
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The re-use proposals for the illard Center darca lend themselves well
to stage developments The sitc for the school ¢an be cleared now as recomse
mended in this plan and the sites for recreation uses and for an improved
shopping center can be cleared later as part of future redevelopment proj=
cctse Thus the twowto-three year job of building thec new school can geb
under way without further delay, and the rclocation of families and busie
nesses in this congested area can be kept to a minimum at any given timce

RELOC..TION OF FAMILIES AND BUSINESSES & 6 & o o s o o

Redevelopment of the Willard Center Unit One Project areca will require
the rclocation of 118 families and 13 businessess For aid in rehousing
these families and businesscs, the Agency will call upon the city?s Family
Relocation Service and Business Relocation Burcaus The rchousing job will
be eased tv a large extont by the volume of low-rent public housing units
now in operation and under constructions The current volume of new private
housing construction and the cxpanding vacancy ratios for certain hypes of
housing wiil also have some cffects A few Families from the project area
may be accommodated in the city-owned Valley View veterans devclopmente

Nearly 1100 new low-rent public housing units will be comploted in the
near futures The Family Relocation Serviece worked successfully in Olneyvilles
These facts indicate that families in the project area can be relocated
without undue hardship.

COSTS OF REDEVELORMENT & o o o s . e & & s+ s = @

Preliminary studies of the problcms of project devclopment indicate -
that the cost of acquiring and clearing the land, relocating the familiesy
and other project development activities will be approximately $385,000,
This project total excludes the costs of all preliminary surveys and plans
made to date by the Redevelopment lgency which total about $150,600 as well
as an estimated $18,500 to spend for final surveys and plans for this proje
ects Most of the preliminary planning costs may be absorbed by the Point
Street projects '

The cost of redevelopment is the difference between the total gross
cost of undertaking The project and the amount recovered from the sale of
the land at a fair market value, This recovery is estimated at $70,000,
Since this project appears to be eligible for Federal financial assistance
under provisions of the Housing Act of 1949, two~thirds of the cost of ree
development would be pald with Federal fundse The City of Providence therce
fore would be required to pay only one-third the cost of redevelopmente
Expenditures for redcvelopment purposes already made by the City are oze
pccted to be credited toward the City!s one=third contributions
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The cost of redevelopment and the City!s one~third share will be
prceised in the Redevelopment Plane 4.t this time, howevery the preliminary
financial analysis of thc proposed redevclopment plan demonstrates that the
project is unquestionably financially feasible,
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ACCQIPLISHMENT OF REDEVELOBMENT PURPASES
Project irea D27l
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The purposes of the "Slum Clearance and Redcvelopment Act! of 1950 will
be furthered by the redevelopment of the projcet arcas Article 2 Section l
of the "Slum Clearance and Redevelopment Act? of 1950 declares that "e e
the purposes of this act are « to climinatc and redevelop slum blighted
arcas e ¢ ¢ in the manner and by the means provided in this acty thereby to
carry out the policy of this statey e o ¢ to protect and promote the healthy
safety and welfare of the people of the state and particularly of the people
of thc communities of the state in which slum blighted arcas ¢ s » are found
to existe!

Article 3 Section TA declared that "!Slum blighted area! means any
area in which there is a predominance of buildings or improvements, either
used or intended to be used for living, commercial, industrial or other
purposes, or any combination of such uscsy; which by rcason of (1) dilapidam
tion, deterioration, age or obsolescence, (2) inadequate provision for ventilae
tion, light, sanitation, open spaces and recreation facilities, (3) high
density of population and overcrowding, (L) defective design or insanitary
or unsafe character or condition of physical construction, (5) defective or
inadequate street or lot layout, (6) mixed character or shifting of uses to
which they are put, or any combination of such factors and characteristicsy
are conducive to i1l health, transmission of disease, infant mortality, ju
venile delinquency and crimey injuriously affect the eniire area and conw
stitute a menace to the public health, safety and welfgre of the inhabitante
of the community and of the state generallye"

Conditions within this arca, decscribed in this reporty demonstrate that
the Willard Center Unit One Project Area is a slum blighted area within the
meaning of the "Slum Clearance and Redevelopment Act" of 1950, To eliminate
and redevelop this slum blighted areay it will be nccessary for the City
to take action under the provisions of that icte The Redevelopment Agency
recommends that the City Council approve this Tentative Plan and direct the
Agency to prepare a Redevelopment Plan for this Project Arcas



PART  VIII

GENERLL DESCRIPTION OF PROJECT BOUNDLRIES
Project Area D2=-Al
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The Willard Center Unit Oney Project Area D2-4l, as shown on the
Project Area Map is bounded as follews:

By the center-line of Blackstone Strectj the center=line of Gay Street;
the northerly property line of Willard iLvenucy the property line between
hsscssor!s Lots 282 and 283; the property lines between Lot 263 and Lots
283, 269, and 2623 the southerly property line of Robinson Streetj the
property linc between Lots 178 and 179 and its extension to the southerly
property line of Robinson Strectj the property line between Iot 162 and
Lots 252 and 5853 and the property linc between Lots 58l and 585 and itg
extension to the centcr-line of Blackstone Streete
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CITY OF PROVIDENCE-RHODE ISLAND - Walter H. Reynoldes Masor

OFFICE OF THE CITY CLERK Vincent Vespia
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Second Deputy

Herch 13, 1953 %ﬁ; tﬂ}/)

M. Edward M. Flansgan, Recorder % \
y Reporder of Deeds Department

City Hald

Providence 3, Rhode Island \"5)(\
' Dear Mrs Flanagans
J In compliience with Papagraph 9, City Council Resolution Nos 193, approved
' March 6, 1953, and entitled "Resolution of the City Counnil Approving the Tentative
Plan for Wilaxd Center Unit One Project Area D2-A1" and 4in complisnee with Section
36, Chapter 257) of the Publis laws of 1950 of the State of Rhode Island and Provie
T demte Plantations entitled ths ¥Slum Clearance and Redevelopment Asty® public nwtice
1 hereby given that proceedings for the vedevolopient of the Willard Center Unit

Ongt ?Arzjecﬁ Ares D2-A1 have been instituted under the Slum Clearance and Radevalap—
Come te

: In further compliance with the provieions cf law cited above, I submit
- herewith the attached "Deseriptions of the Several lots of Land lying within the
Y1 wAllard Cenber Unit One Project Area D2-A1," ag trus coples taken from the latest
. deeds of record in the 0ffice of the Recor&er of Deeds of the City of Providemes
- ¢ The lob identification mmbers refer to tho lot mmbers on the Cliy of Providemse
Assessor’s Plat No. 15, dated December 331, 1951

Alpo attached herewith is a map entitled "Project Areg Map, Tentative Plan
for the Approved ¥Willard Center Unit Ons Project Aves D2-A1, Providence Redevelope
ment Agency, March 1953 which shows the Assessorts lots (Plat Mo« 1S) and the bounde
axy of the appmve& HWilamd Center Unit One Projecr’:, Area D2=Als

A legal dessription of the projec‘h Area, as esteblished in said City
Councll Resolution No. 193 follows: - ,

Faae that certain tract of land situated in the City of Providence and
- State of mmae Island, which is bounded and described as followss

Beginning at the northessterly corner of the tract hepreln described, said corner
being the inbersection of the eenter lines of Blackstone and Cay Streets

. thence running approximately Se90-00% E, along the center 1ine of Cay Strect, a dise
'- tamatoi‘ 36L,06 fect, more or less, to an ang:te in the said center line of Gay
Streety
thence turmning 4n a clockwise divection an exterior angle of 173%23%, more or 1ess,
\ and yunning approximately Se15°%»37t B, along the said ecenter line of Quy Street, a

distanse of 19400 feet, mors or less, to the interseetion of the sald center line

of Gay Street with the northeasterly extension of the northerly line of #Wilsxd Avee
nuej
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thense turning in a sounter elockwise direstion an interior angle of 102°-38!, more
or less, and yunning approximately S-61°-}5% 1, along the said northerly lins of
Hillard Averue and the said extension thereof, a distance of 364,15 feet, more or
less, to an angle in the sald northerly line of Willard Avenuej o

thenco turning in a counter clockwise direstion an interior angle of 163°%)5', more
o1 less, and rumning approximately S-780°-0019, along the said northerly line of
Willard Avenue, 2 distance of 376460 feet, more or less, to the southeasterly corner
of land now or lately of Mae Kats

thence turning in a counter clockwise direction an interior angle of $0°-001, more
or less, and running approximately N-120-00t' W, along the line bounded westerly by
land now or lately of sald Mae Katsz and easterly by land now or lately of Clara
Shuster, a distance of 95,01 feet, more or less, to the southerly line of land now
or lately of Bessie Goodmang o

thence turning in a eclockwise direction an exterlor angle of 82°=451, mere or less,
and runndng approximately S-700-45¥ ¥, along the line bounded northerly by land now
or lately of said Bessle Goodman and southerly by land now or lately of oaid Has
Katg, a distance of 9 feet, more or less, to the southeasterly corner of land now
or lately of Agnes Carr et alj _
thence turning in & counter clockwlse direction an interior angle of 82°-151, more
or less, and running approximetely H-12°-00! U, along the line bounded westerly by
lands nov or lately of said Agnes Carr et al and easterly by land now or lately of
said Bessle Coodman a distance of 110,02 feet, more or less, to the southerly lins
of Robinson Street} ) o _

thence turning in a counter cle~kwlse direction an interior angle of 90P007, more
or less, and rurning epproximately N-780-00' E, along the said southerly line of
Robinson Street, a distancs of 23 feet, more or less, 4o the interscction of tho
sald southerly line of Rcbinson Street with the southerly extension of the line
bounded westerly by land now or lately of Minnie Gursky and casterly by land now or
lately of Gertrude L. Neuman;

thence tuming in a clockwise direction an exterdor angle of 90%-00', more or less,
and yunning approximately N-120-00¢ W, along the saild line bounded westerly by land
now or lately of sald Minnie Gursky and easterly by land now or lately of said
Gertrude L. Newnon, & distance of 90,00 feet, more or less, to the southeasterly
corner of land now or lately of Ama Harriganj

thence contirming approximately N-12°-00% W, along the line bounded westerly by land
now or lately of said Amna Harrigan and easterly by land now or lately of said
Gortrude Le Newman, & distanse of 20,80 feet, more or less, to the southerly ltme
of land now or lately of Francesco Aquino and Rosina Aquinos

thence turning in a counter clockwise direction an interior angle of TC=30%, more
or less, and rumning approximately S-860=30' B, along the line bounded northerly by
land now or lately of sald Pransesco Aquino and Rosina Aquino and southerly by land
now or lately of said Gertrude L. Newman, & distance of 9 feet, more or less, to
the southwest corner of land now or lately of Mamiel S. Texiera

thence turning in & clockwise direction an exterior angle of $0°-30%, more or less,
and rumning approximately Ne}%-00t E, along the 1ino bounded westerly by land now or
lately of sald Francesco Aquino and Rosina Aquino and easterly by land now or lately
of said Hamel S, Texiera, and along the ncrtherly extension of the said line, o
distance of 76ul5 feety more or less, to the centor line of Blackstone Streetp
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thence turnming in a c¢ounter elockwise direction an interdor angle of 509007, more
or lest, and running approximately S-86%-00% E, along the said ¢enter line of Blacke
stone Street, & distance of 27.50 feet, more or less, to an angle Ain the said center
line of Blackstone Street} :

thence turning {n a clockwise direction an exterior angle of 187°-00%, movs or less,
and running approximately B-819-00' B, aleng the gaid ecenter lins of Blackstons
Street, a distance of 358.20 feet, more or less, to the intersestion of the sentey
1lines of Blackstone and Gay Streets, at the point and place of beginninge

The within depcribed tract may be othervise described as being all of
lots 58k, 162, 166, 167, 168, 169, L25, 168, 171, 762, 172, B85, 31k, 790, 170, 173,
60,.“ 171].’ 175’ 176’ 177 178. 263, 26’4, 265, 266' 267, 268’ m. 269. 270, 271’ 272,
273, 274, 275, 276, 2717, 218, 279, 260, 281, and 282 on the City of Providence As-
sessor's Plat Ho. Ij5, dated December 31, 1951, together with those portions of Bleoke
stone Streety Cay Street and Robinson Street as contained within the project area
boundary line hereinbefore desoribed,® )

Tours very truly,

City Clexk

|
\ _ D, Everett thelan
|

DEdtent |

\

Enclosures
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The following lots constitute the eastern half approximately of the

" block bounded northerly by Blackstone Street, easterly by Gay Street, and southe
erly by Robinson Streete

Lot S84

Lot 166

Lot 167:

That certainilot or parcel of land with all the buildings and improves
ments thereon situated on Blackstone Street in the City of Providence
and State of!Rhode Island, bounded and described as follows:e

|
Beginning at:a point in the southerly line of Blackstone Street, said
point. of beginning being at the northwesterly corner of land now or
lately of Satah Re Huhhes, and running thence southerly bounding easte
erly on said'Hughes land a distance of 58,60 feet to land now or lately
of Gertrude L. Newman, thence turning and running westerly bounding
southerly on!said Newman land a distance of 5209 feet to land now or
lately of Rogina (Rozina) Aquino, thence turning and running northerly
bounding westerly on said Aguino land a distance of 58495 feet to said
Blackstone Street, thence turning and running easterly bounding northe
erly on said|Blackstone Street a distance of LO feet to said Hughes
land and the|point or place of beginnings Book 945, Page 428,

That certainilot of land with all buildings and improvements thereon
situate on the southerly side of Blackstone Street in the City of
Providence, laid out, described and delineated as Lot 242 (two hundred
forty~two) and the portion of Lot Nos 241 (two hundred forty-one) on
that plat entitled, "Plat of Land in Cranston belonging to the Heirs
of the late Governor James Fenner, Surveyed and platted November 21,
1846 by Benoni Lockwood and He Fo Walley", which said plat is duly
recorded in the records of Iand Evidence for the City of Providences

Being the same premises conveyed to Thomas J. Hughes and wifey, Delia Mo
Hughes, from Sara R, Hughes and dated April 17, 1945 and recorded in
the Recorder of Deeds Office in the said City of Providence in Deed
Book 877 at Page 325c Book 989, Page 35%.

(L) THAT LOT OF LAND with all the buildings and other improvements
thereon situated on the southerly side of Blackstone Street in said
City of Providence and bounded and described as follows: Begining at

a point on the southerly side of Blackstone Street forty one and

40/100 (LlekO) feet westerly from the northeast corner of lot 240

(two hundred and forty) on that plat entitled "Plat of land in Cranston
belonging to the Heirs of the Iate Gove James Fenner, surveyéd & platted
Nove 21, 1846 by Benoni Lockwood & Ha Fe Walling" which plat is

recorded in the office of the Recorder of Deeds in said Providence on
Plat Card 233, thence running westerly bounding northerly on sald Blacke
stone Street forty one and 40/100 (L1,L0) feet and holding that width
extends back southerly to land now or fommerly of John Iyons and land
now or formerly of Ada Baker, the parcel hereby conveyed being a westee
erly portion of said lot 240 and an easterly portion of lot 241 on said
plate Book 760, Page 1L6e -



Lot 168:

Lot 169:

Lot L25%

-lee

A certain lot or parcel of land with all the buildings and other im=
provements thereon situated on the southerly side of Blackstone Street
in said City of Providence, and bounded and described as followsiw
Beginning at the northeast corner of lot laid out and designated as

Lot 240 (two hundred and forty) on that plat entitled "Plat of land in
Cranston belonging to the Heirs of the Late Gove James Fenner, surveyed
and platted Nove 215 1846 by Benoni Lockwood & He Fe Walling" which plat
is recorded in the office of the Recorder of Deeds in said Providence
on Plat Card 233y thence westez&i bounding northerly on said Blackstore
Street forty-one and L0/100 (L1iLO) feet, thence southerly on a line
parallel with the easterly line of said Lot 2L0 and forty=-one and

10/100 (L1okO) feet distant therefrom, to the southerly line of said

Lot 240, thence easterly bounding southerly on land now or formerly of
Wolf Semonof to the southeast corner of said Lot 240, thence northerly
bounding easterly on land now o formerly of Mary Bolston to Blackstone
Street and the point of beginning, being an easterly portion of said
Lot 240, Being the same premises conveyed to Rose Wexler by Harry
Boothkas and wife Eva Bocthkas by deed dated November 20, 1913, recorded
in Book 542 page 93e Book 598; Page 130,

That lot of land with all buildings and improvements thereon, situated
on the southerly side of Blackstone Street in the City of Providence
and State of Rhode Island, and bbunded and described as follows:

Beginning at the northeasterly corner of said lot, at a point in
Blackstone Stieet at the northwesterly corner of land now or lately
of W1lis Ey Chandler and wife, Said poin% being distant one hundred
sixty-five and 90/100 (165.90) feet westerly from the southwesterly
corner of Gay Street and Blackstone Streetj thence westerly bounding
northerly on Blackstone Street thirty~five and 30/100 (35030) feet to
land now or lately of Fhillip Kellerj thence southerly bounding westerly
on said Keller land seventy-three (73) feet to land now or lately of
Harry Biller and wifej thence easterly bounding southerly on said
Biller land thirty-five and 30/100 (35,30) feet, more or less, to said
Chandler land; thence northerly bounding easterly on said Chandler
land seventy-one and 87/100 (71487) feet to Blackstone Street at the
point of beginning, containing 2556696 square feet of lande

Book 907, Page 327

That lot of land, with all buildings and improvements thereon, situated
in the City of Providence and State of Rhode Island, laid out and dew
lineated as Lot Noe 2 (two) on that plat entitled "Plat of land belonge
ing to the Wme We Rickard Company by Js As Latham Dece 189L" and record=
ed in the office of the Recorder of Deeds in said Providence in Plat
Book 23 at page 30 and (copy) on Plat Card Noe 706s

Said lot bounds northerly on Blackstone Street thirty five and 30/100
(35930) feet and holding that width extends southerly to and bounds
southerly on Lot No. 7 (seven) of said plat, bounding westerly on
land now or lately of Nancy Marangiolo and easterly on land now or
lately of Rubin Gormans Book 859, Page 187



ey

Lot 168t  That lot or parcel of land, with the buildings and improvements thereon
situated in the City of Providence and State of Rhode Island, on the
Southerly line of Blackstone Street ninety~five and 3/10 (95s3) feeb
Westerly from Gay Street; bounding Northerly on Blackstone Street thirty-
five and 3/10 (3543) feet and holding that width extending Southerly
and bounding Southerly in part on land now or lately of Bertha Marks
et al and in part on land now or lately of Annie Biller; bounding weste=
erly on land how or lately of Cosimo Distante and wife seventy and
7L4/100 (70e7k) feet, and Easterly on land now or lately of James
Aliferakes and wife sixty nine and 60/100 (69460) feets
Book 904, Page 212,

Iot 171¢ That lot or pdrcel of land, with all buildings and improvements there~

- on, situated in the City of Providence, County of Providence and State
of Rhode Island and beginning at a point on the southerly line cf Blacke
stone Street &t the northwesterly corner of land of William He Smira,
which point of begimning is sitty (60) feet westerly from the southe
westerly corner of BlackstonevStreet and Gay Streeti thence westerly
bounding northerly on Blackstbne Street thirty five and 30/100 (35430)
feet to land of Rubin Gormdn} thence southerly bounding westerly on
said Goman land sixty nine and 6/10 (696) feei to land of Mike Humlak
and wife; thence easterly bounding southerly in part on said Humlak

~ land, and in part on land of Jaccb Eckstein and wife to land of Henxy

Davis and wifej thence northerly bounding easterly in part on sald Davis
lend, in part on land of Harry Biller, and in part on land of William
He Smira, in all sixty eight and 47/100 (68:547) feet to point of begin-
nings Book 980, Page 290,

Lot 7622 THAT LOT OF LAND with all the buildings and other improvements thereon
situated at the southwest corner of Gay and Blackstone Streets in said
City of Providence and bounded and described as Follews: Beginning
at the northeast corner of said lot at said junction of Gay and Blacke
stone Streets, thence running southerly bounded easterly on said Gay
Street thirty three and 25/1000 (33s2l5) feet to land now or formerly
of Nathan Davis and Mary Baskin, and holding the same width extending
westerly sixty (60) feet to land now or formerly of Louis and Ida Se
Goldstein, bounded northerly by Blackstone Street and southerly by
said land now or formerly of Nathan Davis and Mary Baskine Book 833,
Page 93,

Lot 1728 That certain tract of land, with all buildings and improvements theree
" ony situated on the westerly side of Gay Street, in said City of -
Providence, in the County of Providence and State of Rhode Island,
bounded and described as follows:

Beginning at the northeasterly corner of said tract which is 334215
‘feet southerly from the southwesterly corner of Blackstone Street and
Gay Streetj thence southerly bounded easterly by Gay Street, thirtye
three and 215/1000 (33,2L5) feet to a corner; thence, at right angles
with Gay Street, westerly, bounded southerly on land now or lately of
Simon Strauss et ux Sadie, sixty (60) feet to a corner; thence, at
right angles, northerly, bounded westerly on land now or lately of Louis
Se and Ida Se Goldstein thirty-three and 2L5/1000 (33.245) feet to a
corner 33,245 feet southerly from Blackstone Street; thence easterly,
bounding northerly on land nov or lately of Alfred Carlscn et ux
Hedberg Carlson sixty (60) feet to Oay Street and the point and place
of beginning: Being lot 172 on Assessors! Plat 45 as set out in the
office of Assessors of Taxes for Providence for year 1939-1940s Book
999) Page hEO.



Lot 85

Lot 31l

Lot 7901

Lot 170:

<l

THAT LOT OF LAND, with all buildings and impreovements thereon, situated
in the City of Providence, in the State of Rhode Island, on Gay
Street, about thirty-three and one~quarter (33~3) feet northerly from
Robinson Street, or about sixty-six and one-half (66-%) feet southerly
from Blackstone street, bounding easterly on said Gay Street thirty-
three and 245/100 (33.2L5) feet, more or less, and holding that width
back westerly about sixty (60) feet therefrom; bounding northerly on
land now or lately of Nathan Davis et ales3 southerly on land now or
lately of Bertha Marks and westerly chiefly on land now or lately of
Samuel Rosen and in small part on land now or lately of Sarah and Ida
Sa Goldsteins

Being the same premises described in Deed Book 636 at page 103s

Book 785, Page 220,

AISO that certain lot of land together with the buildings and improve=-
ments thereon, located in the City and County of Providence and State

of Ehode Island, situated at the northwesterly corner of Robinson and

Gay Streets, bounded and described as follows:

Beginning at the southeasterly corner of said lot; thence northerly
bounded easterly on said Gay Streety; thirity-three and 21,5/10C0
(33-2l5) feet to a corner; thence at a right angle westerly, bounding
northerly on land now or lately of Morris Broomfield et ux, sixty (60)
feet to a corner; thence at a right angle southerly, bounded westerly
by land now or lately of Jacob Ekstein et ux, thirty-seven and
125/1000 (374125) feet to Robinson Street: thence easterly, bounded
southerly on said Robiuson Street, to the point or place of beginningt
Being lot 31l on Assessorst! Plat L5 as set out in the office of the
Assessors of Taxes for the City of Providence for the year 1939=~19L0a
Book 999, Page 120,

That certain lot or parcel of land with all the buildings and improvee
ments thereon, situate on the Northerly side of Robinson Street in
the City of Providence, bounded and described as follows:

Beginning at a point on the Northerly side of said Robinson Street
sixty and 12/100 (60412) feet Westerly from Gay Street, and running
thence Westerly bounding Southerly on said Robinson Street a distance
of thirty (30) feet to land now or lately of Mike Humlak and wifej
thence turning and running Northerly bounding Westerly on said Humlak
land a distance of sixty-nine and 385/1000 (69¢385) feet to land now
or lately of James Alexion and wife§ thence turning and running
Easterly bounding Northerly on said Alexion land a distance of thirty
(30) feet, more or less, to land now or lately of Morris Broomfield
and wife; thence turning and running Southerly bounding Easterly in
part on said Broomfield land and in part on land now or lately of
Harry Biller, a distance of sixty~eight and L7/100 (68.47) feet to
said Robinson Street at the starting pointe Book 911, Page 2L2e

That certain lot or parcel of land with all buildings and improvements
thereon situate on the northerly side of Robinson Street in the said
City of Providence commencing one hundred twenty and twelve one=
hundredths (120612) feet westerly from the corner of Gay Streetj thence
running northerly a distance of seventy and thirty one-hundredths

. (70¢30) feet; thence running easterly a distance of twenty nine and



Lot 170
(Cont)

Lot 173¢

e iy

Lot 60ks

S

975/1000 (294975) feet to land now or formerly of Marcus Schmiraj
thence running southerly to Robinson Street sixty nine and 385/1000
(690385) feet; thence running westerly thirty (30) feet to the point
of beginning on Robinson Street, and are the same premises conveyed
by Michael Humlak et al to Isaac Marks, et al by deed dated the _
second day of June, 193L and recorded in the Recorder of Deeds office
in the City of Providence in book 778 at page 96s Bock 885, Page 189s

That certain lot of land with all the buildings and other improvements
thereon, situated ¢n the northerly side of Robinson Street in the City
of Providence and State of Rhode Island and bounded and described as
£0LLOWS & meam : _

Beginning at the southeasterly corner of the within described lot at a
point in said northerly line of Robinson Street; 120,12 feet westerly
from the northwesterly corner of Robinson Street and Gay Street, and
at the southwesterly corner of land now or lately of Mike Humlak and
wifes thence northerly bounding easterly on said Humlak land seventy
and 3s10 (7063) feet to land now or lately of Do Corrigey thence westw
erly at an interior angle of 88°10% with the last described line and
bounding northerly in part on said Corrige land and in part on land
now or lately of Sarah Gordon and in part on land now or lately of
Jacob Grabstein 53531 feet to land now or lately of Harry Biller and
wifey thence southerly bounding westerly on said Biller land 72.2 feet
to said Robinson Streetj thence easterly bounding southerly on said
Robinson Street L3,87 feet more or less, to the point of beginnings

This conveyance is made subject to a firsh mortgage upen which there is
duc 31L0:00,and subjcet to a second mortgoge upon which there is due
$3530,90, and subject to an easement of recorde

Being the same premises conveyed to Benjamin Lodge et al by deed from
Joseph Jassie et al recorded in the City of Providence, in Deed Book
675 at page 1L6, reference thereto being hereby made for a more
particular description thereofs Book 680, Page 2L3e

(L) Tat tract of land with all the buildings and improvements thereon,
situated on the northerly side of Robinson Street in said City of
Providence and bounded and described as followsie

Beginning at a point on the northerly line of Robinson Street, it being
at the southeast corner of land now or lately of Max Horowitz and wife,
thence easterly with said Robinson Street thirty-two feety thence
northerly at an interior angle of 87 degrees L8 minutes bounding eastw
erly on other land of this grantor about 72,20 feet to land now or lately
of Mary Bolstons thence westerly bounding northerly on said Bolston land
about twenty-eight feet; thence southerly, at an interior angle of 91
degrees 50 minutes bounding westerly on land of Harry Botchkas and wife
Eva 2452 feet; thence northwesterly bounding northeasterly on said
Botchkas land about 13412 feet; thence southerly bounding westerly on
said Horowitz land about 79672 feet to said Robinson Street and the
point of beginninge

Together with the right to maintain fire escapes on the bulilding located
on the above described land in such a manner as to extend over and upon
the land lying easterly of the land hereby conveyed as appears of

record in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds for the City of Providence
in Deed Bock 571 at page 3Lle

However otherwise bounded and described, being lot 604 on Assessors Plat
L5, as set out in the Office of the Assessors of Taxes for the City of
Providence for the year 1939~19L0s Book 8L5, Page 824



Lot 17ks

Lot 175¢

Lot 1761

vt

THAT LOT OF LAND with all bujldings and other improvements thereong
situated in the City of Providénce on Robinson Street and laid out and
delineated as lot Nos 20 on that plat entitled "Plot of House Lots in
Cranstony Rhode Island belonging to Josiah We Robinson, surveyed and
plotted May 1€, 18L6, by Atwater & Schubarth", recorded in the Town
Clerk!s office in said City of Cranston and copies in the office of
the Recorder of Deeds in said City of Cranston, in Plat Book Nos 9, at
page 5 and on Plat Card No. 223, and however otherwise known and
described, are the same premises conveyed by deed of Ann Lyons to Max
Horowitz and wife, Jennie Horowitz, dated November 19, 1906, and record-
ed in Deed Book 483 at page 23 of the Records of Deeds of said Provi-
dences

Said lot bounds southerly on said street on which it measures fortye
two and 13/100 (L2413) feet more or less, westerly cn land now o fore
merly of Amity Corcoran, Eighty and L/10 (80,L4) feet more or lessy
northerly on land now or formerly of Fe MclMann and easterly on land
now or formerly of O and Mary As Martin seventy~nine and 2/10 (79¢2)
feet more or less, Containing by estimation 2731 square feet of land
more or less, Bock 826, Page 263¢

That lot of land with the buildings and improvements thereon situated
on the northerly side of Robinson Street in the City of Providence
and State of Rhode Island, laid out and delineated as Lot No, 19
(nineteen) on that plat entitled "Plat of House Lots in Cranston bew
longing to Josiah We Robinson surveyed and platted May 16, 18L6 by
Atwater & Schubarth" and recorded in the office of the Recorder of
Deeds in said Providence in Plat Book 9 at page 5 and (copy) on Plat
Card No Y 233.

Said lot bounds southerly on Robinson Street thir-y=five (35) feet
more or less, westerly on land now or lately of Ennis Mangum et ale
elghty two and 80/100 (82,80) feet more or less, northerly on land
now or lately of park Realty Cos about forty (LO) feet and easterly on
land now or lately of Annie Biller about eighty (80) feets

Book 978, Page 52

That lot of land, with all buildings and improvements thereon situated
in the City of Providence and State of Rhode Island, and 1aid out and
delineated as Lot Nos 18 (eighteen) on that plat entitled, "Plat of
House Lots in Cranston belonging to Josiah W, Robinsony Surveyed and
platted May 16y 1846 by Atwater and Schubarth" and recorded in the
office of the Recorder of Deeds in said Providence in Plat Book 9 at
page 5 and (copy) on Plat Card Noe 233

Said lot bounds southerly on Robinson Street thirty=five and 11/100
(35011) feety westerly on land now or fomerly of Solomon Shorogowitez
eighty=five and 2/10 (8502) feet, northerly on land now or fomerly
of Eva Bocthkas in part, and in part on land now or formerly of Rose
Wexlery and easterly on land now or fomerly of Sam Kotlen, eighty~-two
and 8/10 (8208) feets Book 952, Page 223,



Lot 171:

Lot 178¢

Lot 162:

-7—

That lot of land, with the buildings and improvements thereon, situated

on the northerly side of Robinson Street in the City of Providence and
State of Rhode Island, laid out and delineated as Lot Nos 17 (seventeen)
on that plat entitled "Plat of House Lots in Cranston belonging to

Josiah W, Robinson surveyed & platted May 16, 1846 by Atwater & Schubarth!,
and recorded in the office of the Recorder of Deeds in said Providence
in Plat Book 9 at page 5, and {(copy) on Plat Card Nos 233

Said Lot bounds southerly on Robinson Street thirty-five and 1/10 (354)
feety more or less, and extends back northerly in parallel lines at

or about at right angles therefrom till it comes to the north line (in
that place) of the plat, and bourds easterly on land now or lately of
Adele Rs Wood and westerly on land now or lately of Gertrude L. Newmane
Containing about three thousand square feet of land, more or lesss

Book 787, Page 321e ‘

That lot of land with all the buildings and other improvements thereon,
situated on the Northerly side of Robinson Streei. in said City of
Providencey; and laid out and designated as lot number sixteen (16) on
that plat entitlied "Plat of House Lots in Cranston, belonging to Josiah
We Robinson, surveyed and platted May 16, 1046 by Atwater & Schubarth"
which plat is reccrded in the office of the Recorder of Deeds in said

Providence in Plat Book 9 at page 5 and a copy thereof on Flat Card
2335 being the same lot conveyed to Andrew Anderson by Maggie MclMann
by de=d dated November 13, 1890 and recorded in caid office in Deed
Book 380 at page L23¢ Boock 689, Page 1364

Also that small lot of land in the rear of said lot 16 {sixteen) and
of lot Nos 17 (seventeen) on said plat bounded Southerly on said lots
16 (sixteen) and 17 (seventeen), easterly on lard now or fommerly of
Maggie Mdlanny northerly partly on land now or formerly of James Fe
Smith and partly on land now or formerly of Owen 2, Smith and westerly
on land formerly of Andrew Winsor and Joseph F, Birown and land now

or fomerly a gangway, being the second described lot in that deed to
Ssaid Andrew Anderson from said Maggie McMann, dated June 2ly 1892, and
recorded in said Office in Deed Book Nos 371 at page L99s

Being the same premises described in deed book 629 at page 216, of the
said records of the Recorder of Deeds of said Providence, Rhode Islands
Book 689, Page 1364



The following lots constitute the eastern half approximately of the
block bounded northerly by Robinson Street, easterly by Gay Street, and southerly
by Willard Avenue?

Lot 263 Those two certain lots of land with all the buildings and improvements
and thereon, situated in the city and ¢ounty of Providence and state of
ot 26Lis  Rhode Island, laid out and designated as lots mumbered 25 and 26 on
" nplat of House Lots in Cranston, belonging to Josiah Ws Robinson, sur-
veyed and platted May 16th 1846 by Atwater & Schubarth" which said plat
is recorded in the land evidence records of said city of Providence,
on Plat Card Noo 233e

Also the easterly end of lot rmber 31 on said plat, together with all
the improvements and buildings thereony being 5o much of said lot
mmber 31 as 1ibs southerly of sdid lot mumber 26s Book 876, Page L62e

Lot 265, Those three certain lots or parcels of land with all the buildings and
Lot 266 improvements thereon situate on the southerly side of Robinson Street
and in the City of Providence and laid out and designated as lots numbered

Lot 267: twenty two (22), twenty three (23) and twenty four (2L) on that certain
pla’ entitled "Plat of House Lots in Cranston Belonging to Josiah We
Robinson Surveyed and Plotted May 16, 18L6 by Atwater and Schubarth®
which plat is on record with the records of Land Evidence for the City
of Cranston and Copy thercof in the Office of the Recorder of Deeds
in the City of Providence in Plat Book 9 at page 5 and copy ¢n Flat
Card #2330 Book 885; rage 189,

Lot 2688  NOW, THEREFORE, the CITY OF PROVIDENCE, a municipal corporation of
the State of Rhode Island, in consideration of the sum of ONE HUNDRED
SIXTY-SEVEN DOLLARS ($167600) to it paid by ABIE SIEGAL of Providence,
in the County of Providence, State of Rhode Islond, hereinafter called
the grantee, does hereby grant, bargain, sell and convey unto said
grantee and his heirs forevery all the right, title and interest in
and to that certain lot of land situated in the City of Providences
Rhode Island and laid out as Lot Noe 268 on Plat Noe LS of the Assessors?t
Plats of said City of Providence as the same appeared on June 15thy
1935 in the office of the Tax Assessors of said City of Providencey
which was purchased at tax sale held February 25th, 1937 and which was
conveyed to the City of Providence by Walter F. Fitzpatrick, City
Treasurcr, by deed dated March 8thy 1937 and recorded in the Recorder
of Deeds Office in said City of Providence in Deed Book Noe 810 at
page L416s Book 839, Page 6l

Lot 142:  THAT CERTAIN LOT OF LAND together with all the buildings and other Ime
provements thereon, situate on the southerly side of Robinson Street,
in the City and County of Providence, and laid out and designated as
Lot Nos 3 (three) on that certain plat of land, belonging to Sigmund
Rosen on record in the office of the Recorder of Deeds of said City of
Providencey on Plat Card 90l, and being the same lot of land described
as Lot Nos 142 on Assessors! Plat L5, on record in the Office of
Adssessors of Taxes in said City of Providence, Rhode Islande
Book 777, Page L2e



Lot 269
and

Lot 270:

Lot 271:

Lot 272;

Lot 2733

~Oee

Those two lots of land with all buildings and improvements thereon,
situated on the southerly side of Robinson Street in the City of
Providence and State of Rhode Island, and laid out and delineated as
Lots Nose 1 (one) and 2 (two) on that plat entitled, "Plan of Land
belonging to Sigmund Rosen by Jehs Latham May 1905" and recorded in
the office of the Recorder of Deeds in said City of Providence on
Plat Card No. 90Le

Said lots together form one parcel bounding northerly on Robinson
Street, seventy five and 47/100 (750L7) feet, more or lessy easterly
on land now or lately of David Co Horowitz in part, and in part on
land now or latcly of Annie Biller; one hundred two and L0/100 (1024L0)
feety more or less, southerly on land now or lately of Clara Korn in
part, and in part on land now or lately of Jennie Metz, sixty eight and
09/100 (68,09) feet, more cr less and westerly on land néw or lately

of Rose Siegal, ninety ninc and 93/100 (99.93( feet, more or lesss

Book 961, Page 387»

That certain lot or parcel of land, with all buildings and improvements
thereon, situated on the southerly side of Robinson Streety in the
City of Providence, in the State of Rhode Island, being described and
bounded:

Beginning at a point sixty and 13/100s (60,13) feet westerly from the
southwesterly corner of Gay Street and Robinson Street; and bounding
northerly on Robinson forty (LO) feet and holding that width extending
southerly eighty-one and 68/100s (8l468) feety bounding easterly on
land now or lately of Amnic Billcr, southerly on land now or lately of
Annie Biller, and westcrly on land now or lately of Sam Teller elghtye
one and 58/100s (81s58) feet, more or lesss Book 1000, Page 56e

That lot of land with all buildings and improvements thereon situated
in the City of Providence and State of Rhode Island on thc southe
westerly corner of Robinson and Gay Streets, bounding northerly on.
said Robinson Street on which it measures sixty and 3/10 (60s3) feet,
more or lessy and holding the same width back southerly cighty one and
68/100 (81,68) feety, more or less, therefromy bounding easterly on
Gay Street, southerly on land now or lately of Harry Biller and wife
and westerly on land now or lately of Joseph Jassie and wifes

Being the same premises convecyed by deed of Christopher Re Gannon to
Jacob Abramowitz and wife, dated May 18, 1912 and recorded in the
office of the Recorder of Deeds in said Providence in Book 526 at
page 356s Book Thli, Page 12

That lot of land with all the buildings and improvements thereony
situated in the City of Providencey in the Statc of Rhode Islandy on
the westerly side of Gay Street, about mideway between Robinson Street
and Willard Avenue, and bounding eastcrly on said Gay Strect on which
it measures forty and 814/100 (L0e8L) feet more or less, and holding
that width back westerly cne hundred and 3/10 (100,3) feety, more or less
therefrom, bounding southerly on land now or lately of Samucl Askinis
and land now or latcly of Jacob Kollodoff, westerly on land now or
lately of David Korn and land now or lately of Samuel Teller and wife
and northerly on land now or lately of Jacob Abramowitz and land now
or lately of Joseph Jassiece Book 616, Page 1L0Os
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Lot 27l  THAT CERTAIN 10T OR PARCEL OF LAND with all thc buildings and improve=
ments thereon, situate on the northwesterly corner of Willard Avenue
and Gay Street, in the City of Providence, State of Rhode Island,
bounded and described as follows:

Beginning at a point on the northerly line of Willard Avenuey at the
southwesterly corner of land herein described, and the southeasterly
corner of land now or latcly of Putnam Savings Bank; thence northerly,
bounding westerly on said Putnam Savings Bank Land, eighty-one and
63/100 (81063) feety more or lessy to land now or lately of Harry
Biller and wife; thence easterly, bounding northerly on said Biller
land, forty-nine and 2/10 (49e2) fect, to said Gay Streetj thence
southerly, bounding easterly on said Gay Streetp forty-nine and 88/100
(19688) feet, to an angle in the westerly line of said Gay Strectj
thence continuing southerly along the westerly line of said Gay Streety
to Willard Avenue; thence westerly, bounding southerly on said Willard
Avenue, to the point or place of beginnings Book 806, Page 1,39

Lot 275:¢  That certain lot of land with all buildings and improvements thereony
situated in the City of Providence; and State of Rhode Islandy and
bounded and described as followss

Beginning at a point on the northerly line of Willard Avenue, at the
southwesterly corner of Lot Noe 101 of that plat hereinafter referred
tog and at the southeasterly cormer of land now or lately of David
Korn: thence northerly bounding Westerly on said Korn land 81663 feetb
to land now or lately of Harry Biller and wifej thence easterly bound=
ing northerly on said Biller land 51 fect more or less, to land now
or latcly of Samuel Askinisj thence southerly in a line parallel with
the westerly line of land hereby conveyed, bounding easterly on said
Askinis land 8163 feet to Willard Avenue; thence westerly, bounding
southerly on Willard Avenue 51 fect to the point of beginninge

Said lot comprises the westerly portions of Lots Nose 101 and 102 on
that plat entitled "Plot of House Lots in Cranston belonging to the
Heirs of James Pcttey Surveyed and plotted January 18L9 by Atwater,
Schubarth & Haines, copied by Ne Be Schubarth Febo 1857" and recorded
in the office of the Recorder of Deeds in said Providence in Plat Bock
10 at page 20 and (copy) on Plat Card No. 273s Book 858, Page L58e

Lot 276: One certain lot of land with all improvements thereon situated in sald
Providence in that portion now or fomerly the Ninth ward (formerly
Cranston) and is laid out and designated as lot numbered One Hundred
(100) on a "plat of house lots in Cranston belonging to the heirs of
James Pettey, surveyed and platted Jamuary 1849 by Atwatery Schubartha nd
Harris", and copied by No Ps Schubarth, February 1857" said plat is
recorded in the Town Clerks office in the Town of Cranston, reference
thereto being hade Being the same property conveyed to this grantor
by Warranty Deed dated Scptember 19th 1902 and recorded in the office
of the Recorder of Deeds in said Providence in Book LS50 at page 11lLe
Book L8lL, Page 2564



Lot 277s

Lot 278

Lot 2791

] les

That lot of 1a§d with the buildings and improvements thereon, situated
on the northerly side of Willard Avenue a short distance westerly from
Gay Street in the City of Providence and State of Rhode Island and laid
out and delinedted as lot Nos 99 (ninety-nine) on that plat entitled
UPlot of House Lots in Cranston belonging to the Heirs of James Pettey,
surveyed & plotted January 1849 by Atwater, Schubarth & Haines copied
by NeBe Schubarth Febs 1857" and recorded in the office of the Recorder
of Deeds in said Providence in Plat Book 10 at page 21 and (COPY) on
Plat Card Nos 273a :

Said lot bounds southerly on Willard Avenue on which it measures forly
and 12/100 (40e12) feet and holding that width extends northerly one
hundred two (102) feet more or less, and bounds northerly on land now
or lately of Abie Seigal in part and in part on land now or lately of
Sam Teller and wife, easterly on land now or lately of Clara Korn and
westerly on land now or lately of South Providence Hebrew Congregatione
Containing L092 square feet of land, more or lesso Book 809, Page 322,

A lot of land formerly in the eastern part of the Town of Cranston but
now on Willard Avenue (formerly Clinton Street) in said City of Provie
dencey, being lot number ninety eight (98) on a plat of house lots laid
out by the heirs of James Pettey, recorded in Plat Book No. 10 page 21
and on Card Noa 273 And is the same lot conveyed to Stephen Horton by
David We Pettey by deed dated May 13, 1858, measuring forty (LO) feet m
Willard Avenue (formerly Clinton Street) and averaging in depth about
one hundred and eighteen {118) feet being lo% number two hundred and
seventy eight (278) on Assessors Plat mumber forty five (L5) and con-
taining about four thousand seven hundred and eighty (L780) square feets
Being the same lot of land conveyed to Simon Sandler by deed from
Abraham Jacobs dated December 21y 1900 and recordcd in Deed Bock Noe
4,38 at page 105, together with the buildings and improvements thereons
Book L4764 Page 2925

That certain lot or parcel of land with all the buildings and improvew
ments thereon, situate on Willard Avenue in the City of Providence,
State of Rhode Island, laid out and designated as lot Nos 97 on that
plat entitled, "Plot of House Lots in Cranston Belonging to the Heirs
of James Pettey Surveyed & plotted January 18L9 by Atwater, Schubarth
& Haines Copied by Ne Be Schubarth Feb. 1857," which plat is recorded
in the office of the Recorder of Deeds in said Providence in Plat Book
10 at page 21 and (copy) on Plat Card 273,

Said lot is bounded and described as follows: Beginning at a point in
the northerly line of Willard Avenue, two hundred fourteen ¢21)) feet,
more or less, westerly from the westerly line of Gay Street, said point
of beginning being at the southwesterly corner of land now or lately of
South Providence Hebrew Congregation, and running thence northerly
bounding easterly on said last named land, a distance of one hundred
sixteen and 34/100 (11643L) feet, more or less, to land now or lately

of Bertha Marks et alj thence turning and running westerly bounding
northerly on said Marks land, to land now or lately of Gertrude Le

Newman et alj thence turning and running scutherly bounding westerly on
gaid Newman land, a distance of one hundred eleven and 1/10 (11le1) feety
more or less, to Willard Avenuej thence turning and running easterly
bounding southerly on said Willard Avenue, a distance of forty and 12/100
(LOe12) feet to said land of South Providence Hebrew Congregation and
the point or place of beginnings Book 908y Page L39a



Lot 280¢

Lot 281¢

Lot 2821

] v

THAT LOT OF IAND with all buildings and improvements thereon, situated

in the City of Providence and State of Rhode Island, and laid out and
delineated as lot Noe 96 (ninety six) on that plat entitled "Plot of
House Lots in Cranston belonging to the heirs of James Pettey Surveyed
& plotted January 1849 by Atwater Schubarth & Haines Copied by NeBs
Schubarth Febe 1857" and recorded in the office of the Recorder of Deeds
in said Providence in Plat Bock 10 at page 21 and (copy) on plat card
Noas 273¢ '

Said lot bounds southerly on Willard Avenue forty (LO) feet, westerly
on land now or lately of Simon Friedman and wife one hundred five and
50/100 (105450) feet, more or less, northerly on land now or lately of
Bertha Marks et ale and easterly on land now or lately of Aaron Feiner
one hundred ten and 75/108 (110475) feet, more or lesss Book 8L6,
Page 306e

That lot of land with all the buildings and other improvements thereon,
situated in said city of Providence and laid out and delineated as Lot
Nos 95 on that plat of land entitled "Plot of House Lots in Cranston,
belonging to the heirs of James Pettey, surveyed and plotted January,
18L9 by Atwater, Schubarth and Hainesy copied by N. Be Schubarth Febe
1857.% and recorded in said records on Plat Card Nos 273

Said lot bounds southerly on Willard Avenue LO feety easterly on land
now or lately of Sophie Gordon 1058 feet westerly on land now or lately
of Iscac Ackerman, et al, 100,25 feet and northerly on land now or

éately of George Goodman and wife and on land now or lately of Bertha
arkse

Being the same premises conveyed by deed from Joseph Greene and wife,
Rose, to Simon Friedman and wife, Annie, dated April 1, 1929 and recorded
in Book 720 at page 322, Book 885, Page Ll6e

THAT LOT OF LAND with all the buildings and other improvements thereon
situated on the northerly side of Willard Avenue in said City of Provie
dence, and laid out and designated as lot numbered 94 (ninety-four)

on that plat entitled "Plot of House Lots in Cranston belonging to the
Heirs of James Pettey surveyed and plotted January 1849 by Atwater,
Schubarth & Haines, copied by Ne Be Schubarth Febs 1857", which plat is
recorded Iin the office of the Recorder of Deeds in sald Providence on
Plat Card 273e Book 837, Page 302,
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(Thomas Luongo, President, Providence
City Council, opened meeting'of the City Council in
re public hearing pursuant to the requirem;nte of
Sections 26 and 31 of Chapter 2574 of the Public Laws
of Rhode Island, 1950. Publie hearing concerned with
the Tentative Plan for Willard Center Unit One, Project
Area D2-Al,

(Mr. Chester R. Martin, Cheairmen of the
Provldence Redevelopment Agency, ie introduced to the
gathering.)

MR. MARTIN: Mr. President and Members
of the City Councllg Ladies and Gentlemen of the City of
Providence, 1t gives me & great deal of pleasure to be
here thies evening eas thé chairman of the Redevelopment
Agency of the City of Providence in order that we may
present %o you tentative plane for the Willerd Center.

We are here because there 1s & real need
for & school in the Willard Avenue &aree, or tae South
Providence sectlion of this ecity. We are willing, our
agency, to aseist the school department and the city in
ecquiring that location for & school. We, as parents,
are keenly lnterested in seeing that our children get es
good schooling in one part of the city as they do in the

other and particularly in an area which 1s so congested
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&8s South Providence., That area should have, and must
have; schooling which is eppropriste for them, There-
fore, 1in connection with the duties of our agency it 1is
my privilege, Mr. President, to present Mr. Donald R,
Graham, the executive director of the agency.

MR, LUONGO: All persons or agencies who
desire to speek may now come forward, give thelr name
end address, and address the public hearing.

MR, GRAHAM: Mr. President, Members of

the City Council, ladies and Gentlemen, before enybody

else comes up here I would 1like to say a few words in

explanation.

Thie public hearing tonight is being
called to consider a school site. Usually the City of
Providence acquires school sites without the assistance
of the Redevelopment Agency. However, in this cese the
Redevelopment Agency is participating because this
proposed school site is in a blighted area and I would
like to explain why the Redevelopment Agency is interest-
ed.

Back in 1947, acting under the provielons
of the State Redevelopment Act, the City Gounci;
established the Redevelopment Agency. It directed the

egency to prepare plans for the blighted areas of the

City of Providence.



In 1948, on the recommendation of the
planning commission, the City Councll deslgnated seventeen
(17) areas in the City of Providence as blighted arees.
South Providence, &s far south as Public Street, ls one
of thé blighted areas, |

Now, any plans that the Redevelopment

.Agency makes are in the interest of the community. The
generel plan for the community, prepered by the clty
planning commiseion, 1s thg gulde of the agency in the
preparation of thgse plane._

_qu, 1n_South Providence, between Point
Street and Public Btreet and between Plain Street and
Broad Street, it 1s & neighborhood of homes and any
plans for that area should be designed to preserve &nd
protect that area &as & place to live. If the people
are going to be encouraged to live in that area, to
remain in that area and to improve their properties,
there are certein public improvements reqﬁired.

First, these improvements include & new
school. It includes play space for school children and
teenagere and it includes neighborhood stores.

This tentative plan tonlght is concerned
with the school site for this ares. This echool is
recomnended in the master plan for public school sites.

The first school recommended in that plan was the Fox
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Point School which is how under construction. The
South Providence school is to follow. $1,600,000 in
bonds heg already been voted by the voterse in 1950 for
the construetion of this school,

Now, obviously, if we a&re going to pro-
vide these public improvements, certain changes in the
neighborhood must be made. When it is necessary to
acquire & house, 1t should be & more deteriorated house
that we acquire. In South Providence, the Redevelop-
ment Agency found an aree deteriorated, of congested
housing, existing in the vicinity of Willard Avenue,

With the co—opefation of the Health
Department, the Redevelopment Agency studied this erea in
detail &nd inepected every dwelling unit. The agency
eleo consulted the State Health Department, the Public
Welfare Department, the Fire Department, the Police
Department, the Courts, and other social agencies,

A copy of this tentative plan for Willard
Center Unit One 1s available in the Redevelopment Agency
office for any of you to study. Now, we &are concerned
with Just the school site, but I want to point out that‘
there are other improvements to be required in the
Willard Cenfer, or the Willard Avenue area. The sehool
children and the young people of South Providence have

gone too long now without & place to play, The



progressive shopkeepers along Willard Avenue and along
Prairie Avenue, we hope, will be interested in & new
shopping center before much longer.

Should the City Council approve this
tentative plan, the Redevelopment Agency will be directed
to prepare the detalled plans for this &area. The
Redevelopment Agency will not buy any property until
after the final redevelopment plan has been submitted to,
and approved by, the Clty Council. Therefore, there will
be no purchase of any property until early fall, 1953,
at the earliest.

When the time comes for the relocation
of families, which will not be before the end of the
year, the agency policy and the federel law stetes that
no family can be moved unless 1t has some place to go.
Therefore, the purpose of this hearing is to receive the
comments and suggestions of interested people, Now,
those of you that do have suggestions, you are free to
meke thenm now. If you prefer to talk them over with
us personelly, you are alwaye welcomwe in the office of
the Redevelopment Agency on the first floor,

MR. LUONGO: Are there any perons that
went to speak in favor of this? | Are there any people
against 1t?

COUNCILMAN EDMUND WEXLER: Mr. Presldent,
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I don't know whether the pecple who are here, who have
come here this evening, understand fully that if they
have anything to say about the proposal which 1s now
pending before the City Councll and which has been
explained at great length in the public press, that they
have an opportunity et this time to express thelr own
views in regard to this matter, If they are satisfied
with the explanation which hae been given, and I might
reiterate and emphasize the invitation which has been
extended to every person living in the area or having a
business 1n the aresa, that the office of the Redevelopmernt
Agency, which 1s situated on the ground floor of the
City Hall, will be &t all times open to every
individual so that each one may acquaint himself or
herself with the full detalls of the plan and of the
planning as it progresses, Now, I would request the
Presldent again to find out vhether or not any
individuel deeires to be heard on any phase of this plan,

MR. LUONGO: Are there any persons that
went to be heardq Are there any persons that want to
be heard? Come forward, please, give your hame &nd
address to the clerk here.

VOICE: George Berlinsky, 252 wWillard
Avenue,

MR, LUONGO: The gentleman will start

his remarks,
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MR. BERLINSKY: What I wanted to find out was in the case of thesee

new buildings that may be erected for business Jjust how will they be

~ operated, jJjust what is the procedure for & man that hes a business on

that street, what wlll he have to do%

MR. GRAHAM: Who haes property at the present time?

¥R, BERLINSKY: Yes,

MR. GRAHAM: Dwélling unit or a store?

MR, BERLINSBKY: Store,

MR. GRAHAM: There 18 nothing thaet should be done &t the present
time. In other words, there will be no purchase of property until
the fell at the earliest, _

MR. BERLINSKY: Who is going to build the buildings end who 1s going
to rent them? Who is going to lease them?  Who will they belong to
after they are bulilte

MR. GRAHAM: There are no hew bﬁildings 1nvolved.1n this first site
except the school building.

MR, BERLINSKY: Well, I em referring to the business district which
will be built eventuslly,

MR. GRAHAM: Later on what we have in mind 18 & modern shopping
center, the sort of thing which the people down there can get together
on, or they can rent epacee in a bullding bullt by somebody else,

MR. BERLINSKY: Wi1ll that be owned by the City or will that be owned
privately? In other words, say if you own property, will that land
that he owns be condemned?

MR. GRAHAM: The land he owns now will be purchased by the

Redevelopment Agency.
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MR. BERLINSKY: What will happen to that land?
MR, GRAHAM: Later on the land, depending on where it is, will
become part of the school site and possibly part of the shopping
center site and, then, in the case of the shopping center, the land
would be s0ld to a redeveloper interested in developing the center,
Now, it might be some of the merchants that are down there today,
MR. BERLINSKY: I see. That's what I wanted to know,
MR, LUONGO: Is there any other person

that wante to be heard? Is there any other person

who wants to be heard? Any obJectors? Is there any

objectore? |

VOICE: Eleana DiStante, 224 Blackstone

Street,
ELEANA DiSTANTE: We like to know when we find a suitable place to
live or if we got to wailt first for a letter from the City to move out
or if we find a place to live, can we move? I mean, if we find &
place before the City send & letter asking we got to move away we
find & home to live in, can we move in bef§re the time or do we have
to walt until the City sends & notice?
MR. GRAHAM: Separate the questions, If you have a place to go
before we buy your property, can you go?
ELEANA DASTANTE: Yes,
MR. GRAHAM: Of course. If you want to go.tomorrow you are perfect-
ly willing to do so.
ELEANA DiSTANTE: We losing all the rent when we move. We losing all

the rent of the house,



C

10

MR. GRAHAM: You own property?

ELEANA DiSTANTE:  Yes.

MR. GRAHAM: Well, it wouldn't be advisable then for you, if you are

going to lose rents, to move out yet. I think it would be advisable
to walt and see & little bit more what the schedule is going to be
first before we buy the property.
ELEANA Di8TANTE: You will give us time to find 5 home for
ourselves?
MR. GRAHAM: Yes, we will,

MR, LUONGO: Is there any objector?

(No objection reglstered from any of the

persons yresent et the public hearing.)

MR, LUONGO: Mr, Quigley.

COUNCILMAN EDWARD P. QUIGLEY: Mr.,
President, Gentlemen of the Council, Ladles and
Gentlemen, this proposition that is before the Council
is one that has given me much concern. We are in the
section of the city that has been neglected for many
years. VWhen there was plenty of land available no
planning was ever made or done to assist the people of
our section. We haven'!t a playground that ls of any
size. We haven't a new school. All sections of
Providence has heen taken care of very handsomely with
the exception of South Providence. We have been a

neglected chlld so to speak, but we have head planning
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going on and in the planning--in the overall plcture for
& better and bigger Providence--improvemenis are planned

for all South Providence.

These planning experts have gone along
and have planned for & menufacturing section which will
result from Plain Street to the river and from Basset
Street to Thurbers Avenue. On the west wide of Plaln
Street we are zoned for homes, apartment houses and no
menufacturing. We are going to need & school
centrally located and our planners are going ahead and
giving ue that plan right now, along with further plans
to give us a playfield for the children &and & large
field for the adults of our section,

Ladies and Gentlemen, wWe need these
things in South Providence. We are a very congested
section, We have on the records more communicable
diseagse rampant in our section than any where else due
to the fact that the dwellings that our people live in
sometimes are not adgquete or not sanitary. I assure
you that if you will go along with the planning of this
group who 1s doing such a magnificent Jjob rpr the clty
that in the end you will agree that 1t wes & Job well
done and the place where you and I were born and raised
will be & bigger and a better nlace to iive in,

I personally, unless you people here en
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mesge sa&y no, am gping along and vote for this plan and
I hope and ﬁrust that you will see your way clear to go
elong with us 1n this very constructive and progressive
plece of legislation to help to build a bigger and
better Providence,

MR, LUCNGO: Mr. Wexler,

MR. WEXLER: A preliminary survey or
information has been given by Mr., Greham and again I
wish to repeat his inyitation that his office is open to
each and every individual that has any interest whatso-
ever in the area. I might also 8dd &s councilman from
the area, speaking for my colleague Councilman Quigley,
that we also wlll be available to any individual living
in the area or concerned with the area who may have any
problems with which we may be of any assistance. I
might also emphasize &t this time that this matter is
before the Couneil upon a tentative plan for Willard
Center. I wish to emphasize that this is & tentative
plan. This is a proposel which is being submitted by
the Redeve}opment.Agency to your City Gouncil. Irf the
city Gpupcil approves Of_tP19 teptative p1gn, the agency
¥ill be suthorized to proceed and prepare a finel plan
epd ??fﬁ?? tha§ fingllplan can pe»adopted; there will

be another public hearing at which time all people who
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have any interest in the plan or in the ares will
agaein be given an opportunity to come to this council
chamber and to express their opinions or thelr
objections to the final plan which will then be pending
before this City Couneil.

At this time, Mr. President, I move that
the report be referred fo the ordinence Qommittee and
& copy to the public works committee for thelir
consideration,

MR, QUIGLEY: Mr, President, I second
the motion,

MR. LUONGO: Moveland seconded;
All persons or agencles who desire to submit
communications in writing mey now come forward and do 60,

(No one indicated & desire to be heard or
submitted any written communication)

MR. LUONGO: Are there any remarks?
All those voting in the affirmative say "aye." Those
opposed? 80 voted and referred to the ordinance and

public works cdmmittees. The public he&ring is cloeed,

I certify that the foregoing 1s & true & accurate

trenseript of my shorthand noteé.” Ayﬂj /4
Gendl- .Y )






