THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL

No. 55

Approved  January 21, 1985

RESOLVED; That the Director of Inspection and
Standards is hereby authorized to waive the Demolition Lien on
that property located at 64-66 Wood Street, Lot 45, as set out
and delineated on City Assessor's Plat 36, in the amount of One
Thousand Six Hundred and Seventy ($1,670.00) Dollars, pending
certification from the Director that the property meets minimum
standards in that it is cleaned and appropriately surfaced for

its intended use.
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CITY OF PROVIDENCE

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS
PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL

TO THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CIT%?OF PéOVIDENCE:

The undersigned respectfully petitions y%&r ﬁéé?rable body
as follows: T E;?

cooon

I am the attorney for LAURA BOYD, the owner of! the real es-
tate located at 68 Wood Street, in the City of Providence, Asses-
sors Plat 36, Lot 45.

The real estate located next to this property and designated
as 64-66 Wood Street, Assessors Plat 36, Lot 44 is vacant, unim-
proved and currently in arrears in back taxes in the sum of
$933.66. The petitioner is desirous of obtaining-an issignment
of tax title to this property by paying back ééxeé. A%tached

[

'y} o
hereto and made a part hereof is a copy of a lettgn;fr?m the City

‘- 1

Treasurer regarding this matter. f ;' E

Your petitioner intends to improve this c@rréﬂtlyivacant 1land
by landscaping and other improvements. It wili b% uti?ized in
conjunction with her presently owned property which she has re-
cently purchased and which is being renovated.

The parcel of vacant land in question has a demolition lien
on it for approximately $1,670.00 as stated by the building in-
spector's office. Your petitioner is seeking a waiver of this
lien. The cost of back taxes in addition to the lien would make
acquisition cost of the property prohibitive.

In the interest of beautifying the neighborhood and in con-
junction with the revitalization of this section of the city, it
is respectfully submitted that this lien be waived to permit the

petitioner to invest in improving this lot.

Respectfully submitted,
LAURA BOYD,
By her attorney,

MICHAEL FITZPATRICK/“ESQ.

116 Orange St. Providence, RI
751-6900
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STEPHEN T. NAPOLITANO

JOSEPH R, PACLINO, JR.
CITY TREASURER. ‘

MAYOR

5

. . CITY TREASURER
PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND ©29C3

August 15, 1984

Michael Fitzpatrick, Esq.
116 Orange Street
Providence, RI 02903

RE: LAURA BOYD _
ASSESSOR'S PLAT 36 LOT 44
ASSIGNMENT OF TAX TITLE

Dear Mr. Fitzpatrick:

Please be advised that this office is now ready
to issue an Assignment of Tax Title for the above
described property.:

The Assignment of Tax Title will be available
for purchase on Friday, August 17, 1984.

The total amount of back taxes, including current-
year taxes, must be paid in full at the Tax Collector's
Office, located on the second floor in City Hall.

Upon receipt of payment to the Tax Collector's
Office, an Assignment of Tax Title will be issued by this
~office. ‘ : o
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City of Providence

Rhode Igland
Department of City Clerk

MEMORANDUM

DATE: September 25, 1984

T0: Merlin A, DeConti, Jr. Director of Inspection and Standards
SUBJECT: ACCOMPANYING PETITION
CONSIDERED BY:  councilwoman Carolyn F. Brassil, Chairwoman-Committee on Finance
DISPOSITION:
Atfached is a petition presently pending before the
Commﬁttgé on Finance.

4

* The members requiist your opinion as to the releasing of
Ve '
the ‘demolition lien.

City Clerk
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* " MERLIN A DeCONTL JR., P.E.
. DIRECTOR

DEPARTMENT OF INSPECTION AND 5TANDARDS

October 16, 1984

Councilwoman Carolyn F. Brassil
Chairwoman-Committee on Finance
City Clerk's Office

Dear Mrs. Brassil:

I have reviewed the petition to the City Council by
Laura Boyd, owher of real estate located at 68 Wood Street.
Ms. Boyd has requested that a demolition lien placed against
the property at 64-66 Wood Street, on Assessor's Plat 36,
Lot 44, amounting to $1,670 be released by the City.

In reviewing the file for 64-66 Wood Street, I found
an extensive newspaper story covering the abandonment and
eventual demolition of this building. I have included a
copy for your information. I do not think it is necessary
to re-hash any of the background of this property since
it is covered fairly well in the Providence Journal story.

I feel that the purchase of vacant lots throughout
the City is probably the best solution to the problem that
they present throughout the different City neighborhoods.
Most of these lots have been created by the demolition
of vacant boarded-up buildings. Most also have substantial
liens placed against them. The Law Department and this
Department have both attempted to collect these liens,
but these efforts have been mostly unsuccessful. Ownhers
of these properties usually stop paying taxes and permit
the City to take tax title to the property because the
lot has very little value with such a large lien placed
against it. The lot becomes a dumping ground for garbage
and debris, a place to deposit junk cars, and sometimes a
good place to run an auto salvage operation, unlicensed,
of course.

+r2-Enten-Gtreet— Providence, Rhode Island 02903-1712 + (401) 421-7740
60 Eddy Street




Councilwoman Carolyn F. Brassil -2- October 16, 1984

Unless the City has plans to start an aggressive campaign
to collect back liens, which I do not think will work, or
wants to hold on to these properties to create a land bank,

I feel the purchase of the lot by a neighboring property
owner 1is the only alternative.

In this particular instance, the neighboring property
owner has paid the back taxes. I do not think it is proper
to burden a new property owner with a lien incurred by the
previous owner. As long as this lot is going to be improved
and maintained I recommend that the lien be released.

Very truly yours,
W}UQ{Q@

Merlin A. DeConti, Jr.
Director

MAD, JR:np
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H1 h costs, vandahsm,, fi res'
dmcourage landlords: but:

SWAP s i aid tobi s

By ROBERT Wi snzwmrr s

“Journal.Bulletin Staff Writer - .
PROVIDENCE —*Phyllis Bergantmi

where she and-her husband rmsed thell’
son and. daughter., =7, - )
oo “We lived there for 12 happy years »
, the 'Nérth Providence . hbusewife remi
. nisces:“It.Nad large rooms with high ceil
"ings;. @nd " hardwood ' fidors, and -a- big - ;e

_ We lived there for 1 2 happy years. It had Iarge
- {33"1?3,?2?3’ s S St pome . ;rooms with high ceilings, and hardwood floors;” |
: and 2 hig granite fireplace in the dining room.
It had all that faicy woodwork and moidirgs
-along the cellmgs. It was really exqms:te. ped

. granite fireplace in the dining ‘room..It’ . tehement fire at 23 25 Wood St., less than
~"had all that fancy Woodwork and fnoid- *.a block away. Since the first fire at 64-66
ings along ithe cenlmgs. I_t was really X Wood St five months*ago, she says her

- quisite” 50l : )
Like” more” than 400 other houses | .- dauhiter has tried to.get the city to tear

- throughout the’ cxty, 64-66,Wood St. ‘Was.
x *boarded-up by’a landlord who:could:no .
"longer. afford,to.keep up repairs with the.
", rental income’ ‘from his ténants. While th
landlord: was looking ‘for a buyer, ;the'::.
house was broken into, vandahzed; and fi- -
-~nallyaset afire. ‘Six times. * ., > %%y

- “:.Day, and !night, :the charred remains .
'haunt a. 73-year-old widow: who “lives.
" next: door,. barely seven:feet’ away, ina A
' freshly painted three-decker: She'says'she’:
.'is-scared to death ;that: next time. the . :
+ flames, will reach: out and destroyyher i
homeias ‘well! R
. The widow: remembers the day last rAu :
" & gust when ‘a 20-month-old boy d‘ed Qm*a

e $y
i ¥ ot

* faf? She can only hope that the wrécking

ists come. back:™

slate Shmgles ‘broken glass and blackened

sidéwalk: Piywbod that once covered the

Only, fogérs, et .

Lt LMY N

v

Today, 12 yeags after the Bergantmns- .
moved out-of the West End, the three-sto- .
ry house:is 4 charred; burned-out skeleton
wmtlng for. the wreckers ball. Shattered -

3

frorit.and rear doots lies in the street. .
. This s thie  story of ‘one house on Wood
: Street 1t ha$ 1o hefoes and no vmams. .

"I‘M so AFRAID of this house that no- ..

.**down the house. Nothiing has happened so "
LPm scared™
». jcrew gets to the | house before the arson-

clapboards -'littef,” its _backyard: "and -’

. falling down; I'm s0 afraid that’l put my ¢
* house up for sale last summier, right after -

door t0'64-66 Wood St. for the past 36 }
‘years. She remémbers the days when she
.would sit in her backyard and watch Ar- .
_thur Bergantini trim the neat lawn next

" ful. They kept it nice,” she recalls, -

" Stroke seven years' ago;’ doesn't get -
.-around as ‘well ‘anymore. She has lost
 strength in her left hand ‘and. left leg. -

'Now she. shares - thie house with ,her
’daughter and son-in law.- And she says, 1

body ‘does” anythmg about.” Dunng the
night'T hear noises.’} hear pieces of wood "

the first fire. But I can't se!l 1t. I‘m 73 and

- Mrs? Ameha DePetnllo has hved next«

door, “Oh, they kept that place w0nder-

. Now, Mrs, DePetnllo, who had a mnd

Three years ago, . her “husband ‘died. -

o P
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day, November 6 1978

i “the rnerghborhood has changed e

as sociable anymore. When 1 moved i’
here everybody used to know everybody ;
e.’ '- ,- .. B

3- rProvrdence in-1966; whien theit- daughter-

~ “nest ‘Kortick,- now 57, a; manufacturer s

_” - ownsonly the ‘rulh on:W 'oou Stree’ "Kor-
). “tick, a soft-spoken mian, says the building
‘was Supposed to bean’ mvestment for the,

b Koy
R

. “The pedple are different,:

THE BERGANTINIS MOVED td' North

.Was 11 and-their son was 7. A'yeat; later,
héy sold the hotise on Wood Street t6 Er-"

_sales representative' who hves*m a neat .
modest home.in Cranston: . ;> 3% "~
* Kortick ; bought- 64-66 WOOd St
through Elkay Realty,"a busifiess fun by : 9
" his family. At it§ peak the firm’ 0wned R [
- more than five;or six propertres Now it.

F';. h.

o

A

i
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A
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§
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3 told ‘Kortick he-could fo longer rent, the

#éven: though it-would ¢t his- income by

‘,' #least five other houses in’ the’ xmmediate;;

. ibout, keeping up-the house: :And’ some-

A were planning to, move. You missed the
“F slow” payments when they “couldn't; pay..

> adds” that ‘he-is: hot’ the” typrcal absenteec

" T ¥"With rismg mnanon it cost:more. and
I more, to cléan and repalr the apartments

‘f

:-' gage. paymentsr ‘interest, msurance, water- 3
~. bills, routine répairs,”. Kortick says LM
.. was Just getung to be too much tor too
* little ,

. “tour of the West. End; lookirig fof-empty’
-+ bitildings to-add to.the. computerized list:
* .of abandoned property kept on file at hiss’

" office and the.Fire Department. He spot-“

A‘bout five oF six: years aéo;'the clty

thlrd-f loor apartrent unless he installed 2~
hre escape He. decided to’ stop- renting;

3 hrstory
ecaise’<he rdidn't! think -he.. : ' timéihe. fou‘hd;the rear door‘ wide open

_*: en"weeks. later, the work was still un- -
- doné. Kortick Jater told city officials that

" he had never received any letters nonfy-

- ing “him: :of ;the! violations:!,

“‘Merlin. A DéConti_Jr., drrector of the_

“As. thore, and more houses in,th ne| h-
borkibod were abandoned; Kortick. had an.".
mcreasmgly difficult, time attracting. ten-"

ants —.not just; ‘top-quahty tenants,,but,
:, any tenants at “ali: Other landlc¥ds on'the
street said they.had the same problem At

‘hauled Kottick-into Providence Municipal .,
+ Court on-May-30.,Kortick pleaded inno- . _
ent to 3 criminal misdemeanor charge of

maintaming an unsafe building. .
" Kartick. says e has'no bad words or - He was ordered to close'up the building

any ‘of his. tenants, but he’ concedes. that .by June’ 6! Later; Kortick told DeCOntr'..
Some were'Jéss cbnscrentrous thangotherss * ¢ that he hd the rear doors boarded up im- -
9 medlatety after he -appedred ;in court.®
* OnJiine’,4,*about 6:30 p.m., after the
7 hbusa Rad bheen ‘amoty:for seven months,
T-*q fire'of’ "susprmous" ofigln broke out on .

net ghborhood now
abandoned. ;

tand empty and

times they didn’t pay their rent i
+'You missed_the payments,when they,i‘-

And there were some’ le,gltrmate circum-

] ,and did “considerable” dam-
stances when they rust couldn t. Kortlck half the roof, and did “considerable” dar

b

" : I°T! le: Noar:
ad he been hving m the bulldmgr hke ’ :;tsbésﬂg:xaé:ﬁ m};ojr:as J. ny e r

other landlords on the street, Kortick says * - Kortick hired the Bromley Constructlon

“he would have Had' more “clout and: visi--" > o
blhty" with his tenants, and could-have a"d Appralsal . to.board up the bufld: .

64 66 WOOD ST Bumed out and boarded up, the burldmg has

etoup the'mvestment in the« ".. Kortick was told to sechre the door. Sev- - -

« thé second floor. It destroyed more than -

age to the:top’ two”floors, dccording to " '

LUI}IUH(HL_: Carppaigany

housc. There have not. been ,any arrésts:
After the second big fire, renovations » -

: -and repairs were out of the question. The -

potential buyer backed out. In Jate Octosi

. ber, Kortick .told DeConti he ‘wanted. to

- tear down,the ‘house, but couldn’t afford!” " *

the estimated $1,100.to $1, 700 demoliton’

“city's Departmient of Building Inspection, **» , cost because he still hedn’t ‘séttled with SR

his insurance company.. %

" DeConti ‘agreed that the burldrng wasa L
_ hazard, and should come -down, He- put‘ S

" the work out to bid Oct. 23, with the un*"
derstanding that Kortick will’ later r'epay
the city for the demolition. Inthe mean-*

. time, the ity siapped a lien on Konlck's* )

property, 50 that it canriot be sold untit he’,
*. pays’ off the debt.! The Totse should be’

” down bv tha end of thé year, DeConti . .

says' S N
'_ o J;-t' ER

be *

-

.~ doned homes in Providence;.only about 40:*
or.50 are burned-out shells similar to the;
- hiouse on Wood Street. according toDe;*

Conti More abandrmed houses thanrthese\, N

kept & better eye on the burldmg But heti s w
landlord; with hundreds, of. propernes(

,, rents and’ “reinvesting? almost nothmg in. A

Mhintenance. g 'of surverllance. T guess you almost have o stanid
in front ol' a house. And there’s just not .
veno gh polrcemen around to: do that 7

«

- Whén the lastrten‘ant moved ot » last
Thanksgrvmg; Kortlck decided to close t up.*

2 gk

By thmk if kids have it in for a. hotise; there s
;" wh make huge profits by charging high- "no Jway.you can keep. them out. It’s a matter

“the building and” put it on’the 'market.: 13

3 "The overah interior’vvdrtt-‘that needed 34 ’mg completely Meanwhde, hé started’ ne- v

", gotiating wrth -d buyer, who would-bé -
. wrlhng to take the Tire-damaged house off |

: for.it. .Bltithe sale il not: go’ through::
V'unnl Kortick settled his msurance claim:

‘And’ that’ Wwas taking time. &5 . " xe
DeConti: pustponed a finai hearrng ‘on .-

* the unsafe dwelling charge while Kortick »
" continued ‘negotiations during the sum-
. mer. Meanwhile, Mrs, DePetrillo’s daugh-_
* ter said she Was getting nowhere in her '
E ’ attempts to' get. the-city to do somethmg

ON DEC. 12,1077, cny bulldIngr Spék. o' . about thé vacant house.

“tor. James A.Mahongéy was on a, routlne, 5
t

- i -,';,", ;f» ., :

o zBETWEEN June 5- and Sept 23 van-
dals ripped down the plywood boards at

64-66-Wood: St,"dt least-five times. Fire-"

ted the house at’ 64-66 Wood-St..: ‘. men extinguished.minor rubbish fires in--
* Between January and March; While the .. side the house on*July 4, twice on Aug.

A

. Buy.Rite Realty agency was shong the _18 and. on Sépt, 4.
- house to “one of two people ‘who decided” “ On Sept.’ 23, two- days atter vandals -
they. didn’t want to pay-the- moneyto ° again ripped dow_n the plywood, another .

have it fixed up;," Mahoney inspected the -, * - fire of “suspicious origin*’ all but finished ~

- building four times; and found it locked 7 off the house on Wood Street. The fire de-
-, and .secure.. i: ° 4" " stroyed the rest of the roof, and heavily

0n March 21 he mspected it agam “This . damaged both staircases in the rear of the

o e i S A o e w6 PVepiEb A . 1

his' HANAS T Tractior of ‘what he paid=¥$50,000: “and’ $60,000. demolishing, &

B ferat 3 k] Skl L, rz’:}uu‘

have been‘bumed out, but those thuse
- have been’demohshed. b
© Last, year. the city spent betwe

aged houses.‘DeCdnti estimates: That fip:
ure is down. cohsiderably:from thrée, and
’four years ago; when the demolition ‘b
‘get was betweei $120,000 Jand $150,000
DeConti attributes the decrease’-’t’ or
ganizations like SWAP. (Stop Wastm
‘Abandoned Property) and an incfeased ef
fort- on- the part of landlords to recyci
therr houses, © .o +*- Sy

v

- But even when landIords have the best
“ of intentions, things sometrmes just dont
work out. '

£In t‘arrness to the guy (Koruck) Ihave .

’to say, that-he_made attémpts to~ secure

" that burldmg." Mahoney says . ?f-

"l thmk if kids, or whoever it was, rn

that neighborhood have it in for a house,
" there’s no way you cankéep them out,”,

adds DeConti. “It's a matter of:surveil- g._

lance:] guess you almost have to stand in
front of the house. And there's just not’

enough policemen around to do that.” ¢
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Tinugary 2%, 1985
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Michenl Pitwnatrick,
116 Qrarcc Lirpc~t
Proviirpe~, 2 003501

Drar Mr, Tieengrricl,

Enciutoe acoovatn .o cortl Tivw copy of Resolution Mo. 55,

approved January 21, 1985, which is self-explanatory.

drry truly yours,

Rose .. Aendonca,
City Clerk.

R/ ime
Enclosure



