
THE CITY OF PROVIDENCE
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL
N0. 55

Approved J anu•ary 21, 1985

RESOLVED, That the Director of Inspection and

Standards is hereby authorized to waive the Demolition Lien on

that property located at 64-66 Wood Street, Lot 45, as set out

and delineated on City Assessor's Plat 36, in the amount of One

Thousand Six Hundred and Seventy ($1,670.00) Dollars, pending

certification from the Director that the property meets minimum

standards in that it is cleaned and appropriately surfaced for

its intended use.

A'1,11. ROVIEDI
IAN I a



I

IUS COMMITTEE ON

11= KANCE

pass*" of

Reap

71 6 ~S~



CITY OF PROVIDENCE

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS

PETITION TO THE CITY COUNCIL

TO THE HONORABLE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY-OF PROVIDENCE:

The undersigned respectfully petitions your Honorable body

as follows: 
r

r>
I am the attorney for LAURA BOYD, the owner of;the real es-

tate located at 68 Wood Street, in the City of Providence, Asses-

sors Plat 36, Lot 45.

The real estate located next to this property and designated

as 64-66 Wood Street, Assessors Plat 36, Lot 44 is vacant, unim-

proved and currently in arrears in back taxes in the sum of

$933.66. The petitioner is desirous of obtaining-an assignment

of.tax title to this property by paying back taxes. Attached
c., t

r•

hereto and made a part hereof is a copy of a letter from the City

Treasurer regarding this matter. r
i f

Your petitioner intends to improve this currentlyfvacant lanc

by landscaping and other improvements. It will be utilized in
I ,,

conjunction with her presently owned property which she has re-

cently purchased and which is being renovated.

The parcel of vacant land in question has a demolition lien

on it for approximately $1,670.00 as stated by the building in-

spector's office. Your petitioner is seeking a waiver of this

lien. The cost of back taxes in addition to the lien would make

acquisition cost of the property prohibitive.

In the interest of beautifying the neighborhood and in con-

junction with the revitalization of this section of the city, it

is respectfully submitted that this lien be waived to permit the

petitioner to invest in improving this lot.

Respectfully submitted,
LAURA BOYD,
By her attorney, „

MICHAEL FITZPATRICKJ"ESQ.
116 Orange St. Providence, RI
751-6900
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STEPHEN T. NAPOLITANOy JOSEPH R. PAOLINO. JR.

CITY TREASURER. aw n MAYOR

y

CITY TREASURER

PROVIDENCE. RHODE ISLAND 02903

' August 15, 1984

Michael Fitzpatrick, Esq.
116 Orange Street
Providence, RI 02903

RE: LAURA BOYD
ASSESSOR'S PLAT 36.LOT 44
ASSIGNMENT OF TAX TITLE

Dear Mr. Fitzpatrick:

Please be advised that this office is now ready
to issue an Assignment of Tax Title for the above
described property.

The Assignment of Tax Title will be available
for purchase on Friday, August 17, 1984.

The total amount of back taxes, including current-
year taxes, must be paid in full at the Tax Collector's
Office, located on the second floor in. City Hall.

Upon receipt of payment to the Tax Collector's
Office, an Assignment of Tax Title will be issued by this
office.

Very truly o ,

St hen T. N olitano

I ,
City. Treasurer
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Rhode Island

Department of City Clerk

MEMORANDUM

DATE: Septerr+ber 25, 1984

TO: Niorl Ln A. DeConti, jr. Director of Inspection and Standards

SUBJECT: ACCUNIPANYING PETITION

CONSIDERED BY: Councilwoman Carolyn F. F,rassil, Chairwoman-Committee on Finance

DISPOSITION:

Attached is a petition presently pending before the

Committee on Finance.

The members request your opinion as to the releasing of

the"demolition lien.
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s JOSEPH R. PAOLINO, JR.
MERLIN A. DeCOItTI, JR., P.E. Boa ~' L6 - :'
DIRECTORg ;z MAYOR

t10a

DEPARTMENT OF INSPECTION AND STANDARDS

October 16, 1984

Councilwoman Carolyn F. Brassil
Chairwoman-Committee on Finance
City Clerk's Office

Dear Mrs. Brassil:

I have reviewed the petition to the City Council by
Laura Boyd, owner of real estate located at 68 Wood Street.
Ms. Boyd has requested that a demolition lien placed against
the property at 64-66 Wood Street, on Assessor's Plat 36,
Lot 44, amounting to $1,670 be released by the City.

In reviewing the file for 64-66 Wood Street, I found
an extensive newspaper story covering the abandonment and
eventual demolition of this building. I have included a
copy for your information. I do not think it is necessary
to re-hash any of the background of this property since
it is covered fairly well in the Providence Journal story.

I feel that the purchase of vacant lots throughout
the City is probably the best solution to the problem that
they present throughout the different City neighborhoods.
Most of these lots have been created by the demolition
of vacant boarded-up buildings. Most also have substantial
liens placed against them. The Law Department and this
Department have both attempted to collect these liens,
but these efforts have been mostly unsuccessful. Owners
of these properties usually stop paying taxes and permit
the City to take tax title to the property because the
lot has very little value with such a large lien placed
against it. The lot becomes a dumping ground for garbage
and debris, a place to deposit junk cars, and sometimes a
good place to run an auto salvage operation, unlicensed,
of course.

1z-2 lb;ni .rG=reel - 1 Providence, Rhode Island 02903-1712 • (401) 421-7740
60 Eddy Street



Councilwoman Carolyn F. Brassil -2- October 16, 1984

Unless the City has plans to start an aggressive campaign
to collect back liens, which I.do not think will work, or
wants to hold on to these properties to create a land bank,
I feel the purchase of the lot by a neighboring property
owner is the only alternative.

In this particular instance, the neighboring property
owner has paid the back taxes. I do not think it is proper
to burden a new property owner with a lien incurred by the
previous owner. As long as this lot is going to be improved
and maintained I recommend that the lien be released.

V, ry truly yours,

etc_

Merlin A. DeConti, Jr.
Director

fangPj rI;I 'ii'.7
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e. .hPPY yesPROVIDENCE Phyllis Urgantini, We. lRed t16e for.12 It had 

•I 

remembers the big, gray„turn•of-the cen- x'
tury house at 64-66 Wood Sf, as the home ~„;morns W th high _ceilings, and hardwood floors; ̀
where she and-her  husband ralsed'their , r' •
son and daughter., ,:' artd d if nite fireplace in the dtndng'room.

iifadcyw~~1&rl"We lived there for'-12 happy'years” 
1thad all d`ad,M OMM95 

the;• North Providence housewife rern s
"It hd large Yoons with high

or§ 
e 

r 
 aong  the ceiling.ings; and'hardwood';flo   

`'It was really.exquisite.''
graniie .fireplace ̀in the,. dining: room.-,It tenement fire at 23.25 Wood St., less than body does'anything ,about, 'During the,'
had all that fancy woodwork and mold- a blink awway: Since-the first fire at 64.66, night I hear noises.-I.hear pieces of wood'-
ings along the ceilings It' was realty ex Wood St: five months'ago, she says her; falling down: I'm so afraid that",l put my
quistte : • ”' daughter has tried,to=get the city to tear house up for sale last summer, right after. Like *more than 400' other., houses 'down.the house. Nothing has happened so . the first fire.. But I can't sell it. I'm 73 and
throughout thekcity;• 64-66r,1>~ood St: was mt ;She can bnly hope that the. wrecking I m scared' 
boarded :up: by ,a landlord who, could,'no F
longeraffor`d;to keep up repairs. with the, screw' gets to the house before the arson

~sts come back '", ' Mrs: ̀Ameba:•DePetrillo has lived next : j

°,rental lncome'from his .tenants. While the r.., door to`.64-66'Wood St: for the past 36"
landlord: was looking' for i buyer; ;the' ,' Today, "12 years: after the Bergantinis years. She remembers the days when she
house was broken into, vandaHzedi and (I 

moved oubof the West End, the three-sto- would sit in her backyard and watch Ar-
nallyAset afire. Six times. * •';`; , ry house: is a charred; burned-out skeleton thur Bergantini trim the 'neat lawn next
Day; and night, -the charred. remains'. 

, wa! z for',the.wreckers ball., Shattered door, "Oh, they kept that place wonder-
haunt.`a. 73•year•old widow, .who lives 

s,ate'shingles,.broken glass and blackened ful: They kept it, nice,'.' she recalls. l

next, door, ..barely seven' feet °away, in a
clapboards - littef,, its, backyard, and Now, Mrs, DePetritlo, who had a mild 1
sidj*alk: PIywbod tha•t.once covered the stroke seven ear's' a ofreshly painted three-deckerrShe says 'she front and rear, doors lies in the Street. around se well an more i She has lost

et
is scared to death ;that next pine, the Y
flames will reach out and destroy her + Thls is the story of ̀one house on Wood : strength in her, left hand 'and. Ieft leg. <-..
home' as well' c 1'' Sirem 'It has no heroes, and no villains. Three years. ago, ; her husband died:

Only, losers , s # s Now she shares • the house with ,her .• The. widow: remembers the day last ~Au•t . ; s, ~ . „ ,: ; ~ y '
gust when ;'a 20-month-old boy died •in'a "I'm SO AFIItATI} of .this house that no- . daughter and son-in-law. And, she says, '
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'the neighborhood has changed ~ & ~
+ "The people, ore different,.-they re not °t•

w as sociable anymore. When I moved in
here everybody used to know everybody.
It's 'not like- that,"anymore r

THE BERGAIVTINIS MOVED TO North s 
x ~ ̀ ` ? x , , 4

`, Providence in' 1966; when their£daught,er

r'
""was I I and-their` son was 7• A"year later, I
they sold the house on- Wood Streetto;E w
"nest ̀Kortick, •. now • 57,= a manufacturer's; s
sales representative who iives'tn.a

I' modest home, in . Cranston:
Kortick' ; bought 6466 W6d4 .St.

l through Elkay Realty,`a business•run by
his family. At its' peak the'firm'6wned no
more than :five,or'six properties:,Now it'
owns only the hulk on •bY.o,. Str,...., [Ca 

+ lick, "i soft-spoken man, Says the building,- o
M~

was Supposed to ̀be'an investment, for.thet, "{ '
future> Instead, it turn4ifi6a nightma"rek
thd0would not gb:away. y; :~ 1
'About five or six years ago, a city

"',,told ̀Kortick he',-cotild no longer ̀rent the : ̀ -Journal-Bulletin Pho[o
third=flQorapartnient unless he in a',;
fire' escape ,fie•dgcided.to'stop rentingi'- 64-66•WOOD ST Burned-out:andboarded-up; the building has '
Mh: though -it, would, cut his'income by -,'a history 
one?third, because=he,didn't=:think he.='  time; he found the, rear doot`,-wide open '.: house. There have not. been any arrests:

,. could ever"' ecoup theainvestment to the. Kortick was told to secure the door. Sev- After the second big fire,' renovations
fire en'weeks..later, the work was still un- • . and repairs were out of'the question. The ,.;

As.rnore and more houses m,t}ie neigh k done. Kortick later told city-officials that', potential buyer backed out. In late Octo-
bortiood were abandoned; Kortick,had an'..'. , he had; never received any letters notify- .her, Koriick,.told DeConti he wanted to '
mcreasinglydiffi¢ult,time attracting,ten- r ing htm;oL:the=violations ̀ ;'.` tear down,the house, but couldn't afford" '
ants - nor jusvtop•qualtty tenants„but': a
an tenants;at'ah :Other.landloids on'fhe, - 'Merlm',A.. DeConti Jr.,.director' of the . ' the estimated $1,100.to $1,700 demoliton•
y city's Department of Building' Inspection, cost because he still hadn t'settled with; ',a 

street said they;had the same problem: At hauied Kortick into Providence Municipal, . i

east five other houses 'in the'immediate: 
his insurance company..,.

Court on pleaded inno- DeConti agreed that the building was a, .
neighborhood .now 'siand •'empty~ and
abandoned. ;.' ; 

cent to a, criminal, misdemeanor charge of hazard, and should come -down. He-put
~' x ' inaintairiing, an unsafe building. , the work out to hid Oct. -23, with the un i

Kortick says he has ;nò bad words for = e , <He was ordered to close up the building derstanding that Kortick- will later repay'
any. - his.. tenants, but he'concedes- that, . i by. June';6: Later, : Kortick told .DeConti' , the city for the demolition. In'the mean

'some were"less conscientious than others. r I that he had the rear doors boarded up im time, the pRy'slapped a lien on' Kortick"s` F
,hboutjkeeping- u'p the•hoose:-And some-; mediatel after he a eared.,in court: property; ry. pp pro rt so that it cannot be sold until he.`
times they didn't pay their rent On.June,,4,yabout 630 p.m., after the pays' off the debt•'The douse should. be
"You missed the payments when they i 

Y 
house had been pmAty for seven months, : dot{gin b ihp end of 'hz,;~ ar, D .Cdrrd'

were planning,to, move.: You :missM the ~~. +x ~ . , ',~• ? ~i5 afire"of"'suspicious". origin broke out on says
yslow'payirients when*they eouldn t pay,:, _ ,thy second .floor. It destroyed more than s •'

!,.,,And there were,some Iegitlmat6,aT&m-, half the roof; and did "considerable" dam I
v stances when they lust couldn't.'} Kortick ; `age: to. ihe.;,top; two'floors, according to -OF THE APPROXIMATELY 430 ,,ban t t

' 4 '-city: Fire Marshal`Thomas J. Doyle. No ar ^ •` doned homes in: Providenceonly' about.4Q ,}
llad he been•living in'theYbuilding, like. rests haee'been:'made or. 50 are burned-out shells similar'to the

} otfier landlords on the street' Kortick Says t ;;Kortick hired the Bromley Construction house on Wood Street.• according to%De" ,
" he would have;liad more "clout, an visa an!”,Appraisal Co; to. board up the build -A' abandoned houses thanithese;_

bility" with his tenantsi and could have
kept a better eye,'on the' building. But he ,  r . t'
adds`ihat'he is not the typicat:absentee ; [T ihinkiif kidŝ ' —ve ii m for a.house, there's'=;. 
landlord with hundreds df ;properties; t • 
who make huge profits by charging high no, way~yvu can' keep. them out.,It s, a,matter -i ;. I

• rents and' minvestingg 2lmost'riothmg 1n
'fnaintenance =' of surveillance: Lguess you almost have'ta stand ,' .
' "With risin inflation,.It cost.,more;an

more to clean and repair~the apartment sj :{ InA front of a house. And there .s just ;not
When the last, tetrant;ynioved'out last ou h olieemen;araur~d,to=do that:' .Thanksgiving; tkdrtick`decided to=close up.;.. g, P, 

* 
` ,~• I

the buildin and ut it on"the'market."h i; p .raj T, '11-7 •, t +, ~, t,. •f 

~• i

N

"fhe.overall,interiot'ufudrk'lhat'needed', f' Ingcompletely,:Meanwhile,;~iestartedne-b, have 'been•bucned out but those houses' f
to be done to bripg thitt:ptac~e back up -- gotiating ̀ with, a buyer,' who would be have beeh °demolished +,
4he;cost of aino'g,.pa eripg ara.d maklnP P €

`
willing to_Oke the fire damaged house off :.

,
Last ea'r,•, the cif sent betweenY Y, p 

repairs was juSt,too much ̀for me hla'h 'the, What he paid-*$50 000. ̀and-.$60,000.  demolishing;
'We rndrteyt 1Wt6,1 i for it But the sale could'not g0 through.',* aged houses; DeCtiriti,estitnates Thai'ft-asank'a:lot 4f don't

;aeally know how much:, ii was jus a very' 
S ' until .k6riick'settled his insurance claim ure is down.cohsiderably from ` i•'

:, - bad ::situation.;~You're:,talking' ~150'ry a.; °
,fhr6e:and

And that` was, taking time. 4,-, s: ~ f. four.years.ago; :when the demolition'bbd- {
;month (rent). With that you°ve got Mort

f
DeConti• p rslpsoned a final hearing ors . get 4,150;000'get was iretween $120,000

gage payments, interest, insurance water w ` the unsafe dwelling charge while Kortick , DeConti attributes the`"decrease ta:,or f
bills, routine..repairs,.. Kortick says , .It ~" ;continued,"negotiations during the sum-

y
ganiiations •like SWAP.'(Stop .Wasting,.;,w

was just getting to be' too •fnu'ch for~too : F. ; mer. Meanwhile, Mrs, DePetrillo's lough=;:Abandoned Property) and an increased;ef
little:" ; - ' t, 

~► 
rz 

~' '
ter said she was getting nowhere in her,' fort on' the_part•of landlords to iec idii. ;

+ attempts to`.get. the city to do' something their houses., ,
' ON DEC. 12i 1977, city building inspit. .. about the vacant. house.

• But even when landlords have the best,
='tor James A.,Mahoney was ori.a.routine r= 1

,.
r •.. r' r 

s
of intentions, things sometimes just don't'+

tour of, the West, End, looking for'empty' .~ work Out.
buildings to add.toahe.computerized list ::BETWEEN.June.5 and Sept. 23, van

''. of abandoned property. kept on file at his' , dais ripped down the plywood boards at
office and the.Fire Department. He spot• -'t' 64-66'Wo'od St, M least five times. Fire

a," In fairness fothe guy {Kortick), .I have
to, say,, that he made attempts. to secure'

Ted the, house ~ at ,64.66 Wood -St men extinguished, minor rubbish fires in- '' that building;' Mahoney says.
Between January' andMarch;_*hile'the" , . ' side the house on -July 4, twice on Aug. a

Buy Rite Realty agency was showing the • ; 18, and. on Sept.. 4.. "1 .think if kids, or.whoever it was in,' .
house to "one of two people who decided'" On Sept. • 23, , two days after vandals that neighborhood .have it in for a house'
they. didn't want to' pay • the 'money to '.again ripped down the plywood, another there's no way you can'keep them out,'',
have it fixed up;' Mahoney inspected the, x fire of"'suspicious origin" all but finished adds DeConti: "It's a matter of: surveil-?
building four times rand found it1ocked off the house on Wood Street. The fire de- lanceA guess you almost have to stand m
and secure... stroyed the rest of the roof, and heavily front of the house. And there's just not
On March2l he inspected it again. This damaged both staircases in the rear of the enough policemen around to do that."



.vichucl r'it7natrick, :?l2tr^_

11 6 C,ri ~,-,.,t
y7rdq,; 'arc^, ? ~ ~i ~•~) ~

copy of Resolution No. 55,

approved January 21, 1989,  which is selt--explanatory.

~!:'ry 11 rul y yours,

Rose .. Rendonca,
City Clerk.

Rigid/ j m a
Enclosure


